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STATEMENT of PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain 

language the pure doctrine ofGod's 
Word as taught by the true Lutheran 
Church in full accordance with the 
Book of Concord of 1580 and the 
Brief Statment of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, what true Christians are to 
believe and how, out of love for 
their Savior Jesus Christ, theyare 

to lead godly fives. 
To furnish aids for Bible study 

and articles for Scriptural devo- 
tion and meditation. 

Todemonstrate,byourScriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church body but that the congrega- 
tions which formitconfess,teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its 
full truth and purity and use the 
Sacraments according to Christ's 
institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share 
ourscriptural position in doctrine 
and practice,andtourgethemutual 
public acknowledgment of such God- 
given unity. Thus we shall beable 
thereafter to practice a God- 
pleasing Church fellowship with 
them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings 
but that we are, by God's grace, 
"perfectly joined together in the 
samemind and in the same judgment." 

To set forth,pertinenthistorical 
information which has a bearing 
upon the Church andtoexposemodern 
philosophical thought and the so- 
called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the 
various so-called "Lutheran" 
church bodies by comparing their 
teachings and practices with what 
is plainly recorded in the Word of 
God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 
and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and 
practice wherever it makes its 
appearance and to keep abreast of 
the current happenings in the 
church and among the nations as 
si 

4 
ns of the times. 
o be truthful and factual in our 

reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation ofwhichwe are not 
aware and which has been called to 
ourattention. Also to clarify and 
information or statement of doc- 
trine or practice which may be 
unclear to our readers or which may 
create a wrong impression. 



“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: 
Not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 

I& not your heart be troubled, 
Neither let it be afraid.” --John 1427. 

In this wonderful promise of our dear Savior, we hear a 
familiar echo of the angels’ song above the fields of Beth- 
lehem on that first Christmas night: “On earth peace, good 
will toward men!” And during the sacred season now just past 
we were literally bombarded with the word PEACE in our greet- 
ing cards, media commentaries, magazine articles and the 
traditional messages of our local and national politicians. 
Sadly, however, the peace of which the angels sang and of 
which the Lord Jesus speaks in the above verse is grossly 
misrepresented in the vast majority of Christmas messages 
and wishes for the new year ahead, and people are tragically 
misled into false hopes and false expectations for their 
future. The promise of peace, they are told, makes Christ- 
mas a hopeful time for all the world--hope for peace between 
nations and warring political factions, peace between labor 
and management, peace in the community and in the family 
circle. 

Even religious writers become ensnared in the perver- 
sion of peace, speaking for example of the tragic irony that 
the blood of terrorists and innocent civilians now soaks the 
ground on which the Prince of Peace was born and lived and 
died. They write wistfully of a “summit that might yet be” 
between the leaders of the super-powers to ensure a lasting 
peace worthy of the Christchild of Bethlehem. And even when 
they speak of “inner peace” or “peace of heart,” they seldom 
tell their readers of what that peace really cons i st s, how it 
was accomplished and proclaimed for all mankind, and how it 
may be personally apprehended and lastingly enjoyed by every 
single person on earth. 
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“Not as the world giveth, giveLunto you,” Jesus says to 
warn us against building up and living under false illusions. 
For, instead of promising earthly peace in these last times, 
He foretells of “wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:6), 
“distress of nations with perplexity” (Luke 21:25), and of 
nation rising against nation and kingdom against kingdom 
(Mark 13:8). Neither is there to be expected peace in the 
family circle, for where members of a family or relationship 
desert Christ and His blessed Truth, they will destroy that 
peace and cause no end of grief for faithful Christians, who 
by God’s grace put loyalty to the Savior and His Word above 
loyalty to family and friends (Matthew 10:34-37). Neither 
can we expect times of peace and tranquility in outward 
Christendom, as if the Church of Christ is suddenly to pros- 
per in the absence of strife and schism; for Jesus sadly pre- 
dicts the very opposite: “‘Ihe love of many shaJl wax cold” 
{Matthew 24:12), false prophets shall arise and deceive many 
(Mark 13:5-6), “there sha.U come a falling away first” (II 
Thessalonians 2:3), and sound doctrine will simply not be tol- 
erated anymore (II Timothy 4:3-4). The unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace will be shattered time and time again by 
those who “teach othemise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
doctrine which is accomling to godliness” (I Timothy 6:3ff). 
The Lord guarantees NO PEACE of this kind whatever; He 
rather warns us to expect the very opposite. And when He 
does answer our prayers for temporal peace (I Timothy 2:1-3) 
with a temporary halt to strife and distress, this is a special 
blessing of His longsuffering mercy to the children of men, 
whom He earnestly desires yet to save through the preaching 
of His precious Gospel (v.4). 

What peace can we then be assured of in this new year of 
grace? What does Jesus mean when He promises to leave 
*peace” with us, saying, “My peace I give unto you”? What 
seems to be a real mystery, particularly in the face of all the 
turmoil round about us day by day, can only be understood 
spiritually (I Corinthians 2:14), that is, by faith created in 
the heart of man by the Holy Spirit through the Word. No 
wonder the children of this world have a warped notion of what 
the Savior’s peace is all about! Now wonder those who have 
departed from the Truth and have “turned their ears unto 
fables” (II Timothy 4:4) do not understand its true nature and 
the unspeakable comfort and ‘assurance it brings to the 
Christian heart! 
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The reason why multitudes of angels sang, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth P!EACE, Goo9) WILL TOWARD MEN!” 
is very clear when we consider what indeed took place on that 
first Christmas night. In Galatians 4:4,5 we read, “When the 
fulness of the time was come” (when the time was just right 
for the fulfillment of all of God’s prophecies of the Messiah 
to come) ‘God sent forth His Son” (Psalm 2), ‘made of a 
woman” (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah ?:14), ‘made under the Law to 
redeem them that were under the Law” (Isaiah 53; and 43:1), 
“that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Hosea 1:lO). 
This “unspeakable Gift” of His only-begotten Son to be man’s 
Substitute under the Law and the Propitiation (payment) for 
man’s transgressions made it possible for God to be both just 
and merciful at the very same time, “reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them” (II 
Corinthians 5:19). God Himself DECLARED THE ULTIMATE 
TRUCE between Himself and sinful men, proclaiming all men m- 
righteous in His sight for Christ’s sake, justifying the un- 
godly and forgiving all their sins (Remans 4:5-8). THAT 
TRUCE IS THE PEACE m WHICH THE ANGELS SANG: “Peace on 
earth and mercy mild. God and sinners reconciled’!“--GOD’S 
GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN (Luke 2:14). 

And how do we make that peace our very own and have its 
blessed benefits for ourselves ? Paul says: “Be yereconciled 
to God (II Corinthians 5:20); “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Chr~aud thou shalt be saved!” (Acts l&31). Faith is sim- 
ply the hand that reaches out to receive what God has given to 
the sinner by grace, as His free, unmerited gift. ?XEEUX)RE 
being justified by FAITH, WE HAVE I?EXE WITH GOD, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” (Remans 5:1)--we are already’ in pos- 
session of God’s objective justification by faith in Jesus, the 
Child of Bethlehem, just as Abraham and all the believers of 
the’ Old Testament had it by faith in the promises before the 
fact (Remans 4). 

THAT is the peace our Savior leaves with us; THAT is HIS 
PEACE which He gives unto us, not just at Christmastime, but 
all through the year and throughout our life, and preserves 
unto us by His Spirit through the Gospel. Will there then be 
PEACE IN 198’7 for us Christians? My dear brethren, never 
doubt it for a minute, for you ALREADY HAVE IT by faith in 
your Savior: The peace which the world cannot give, peace 
with God and the full assurance that, for us His adopted chil- 
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dren in Christ Jesus, everything in the new year will be 
worked out for our good and blessing according to His promise 
(Romans 8:28). Therefore, “let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” May that peace of God which pas- -- 
seth all understanding abide with all of us in this new year of 
His grace, for Jesus’ sake! 

--David T. Mensing, President 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

A NEW YEAR'S MEDITATION 
‘Brethren, I count not myself to have awehended: 

but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which 

are before, I press toward the mark far the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

--Philippians 3:13,14. 

The passing of the old year and the entering of the new 
year is for many of the children of this world an additional 
opportunity to indulge in the sins of the flesh: drunkenness, 
adultery, fornication, etc. Parties are held in the night- 
clubs, public entertainment centers, and in private homes, 
which only too often cater to the desires of the flesh. 

To be.sure, it is not wrong for Christians to gather for 
Christian fellowship on New Year’s Eve and to enjoy refresh- 
ments in moderation and to participate in proper games of 
amusement. After all, we Christians are not to parade about 
with sad faces and avoid laughter as though it were sinful. 
No indeed! The Lord says through the pen of Solomon, “A 
merq heart maketh a cheerful countenance” (Proverbs 15:13) ; 
“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 
And again in Ecclesiastes, “Go thy way, eat thy bread with 
joy, and drink thy wilae with a merry heart” (W). And in I 
Kings, chapter 4, we are told that at the beginning of King 
Solomon’ s re i gn, “Judah and Israel were many, as the sand 
which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and 
making merry” (v.20). Moreover, we note that the Lord Jesus 
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tells us when the prodigal son returned home, his father told 
the servants to “bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and 
let us eat, and be mery...” (Luke 15:23). Dr. Walther cor- 
rectly observes in his splendid sermon on Matthew l&20, 
“One dare not think that Christians have not gathered in 
Jesus’ name when they speak only of earthly, temporal things, 
if they come together only to eat and drink, to find refresh- 
ment after the burden and heat of the day, and exchange jovial 
conversation.” Arbitrarily to brand every form of amusement 
and entertainment as being sinful is just plain fanaticism! 
“True it is,” writes Luther, “sinful pleasure is of the devil; 
but pleasure enjoyed with good, pious people in the fear of 
God, in honor and decency, pleases God well, although there 
may be a word or a joke too many” (What Luther Says, Vol. II, 
page 690). 

While such pleasurable diversions are permissible to the 
Christians also at the close of the old year, such activities 
dare never interfere with the hearing and meditation of God’s 
Word. That must always be first and we should never allow 
even harmless activities to relegate it to the background. 
Many of our congregations have services on New Year’s Eve or 
New Year’s Day. What a most fitting manner in which to con- 
clude the old year and begin the new! For a Christian to 
absent himself from such public worship services merely to 
participate in such activities is contrary to the divine man- 
date laid down by the Lord Himself when He plainly states in 
His Word, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether as the manner of some is” (Hebrews 10:25). 

The changing of the calendar affords the Christian an 
additional time to review the life he has led during the past 
year. It is a good time for self-examination. A time to ask 
one’s self the question: “What progress have I made in my 
sanctification?” 

Alas, we must all admit that we are sinners, and we daily 
see how we show this in our thoughts, words, and deeds. But 
often our sins seek to hide themselves from our eyes, or they 
wish not to be recognized as sins. Therefore the advice of 
Dr. Luther is certainly correct when he reminds us that we 
should examine ourselves according to the Ten Command- 
ments to learn about our sinfulness. “For by the Law is the 
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knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). As we look back over the 
past year and thus examine ourselves in the light of God’s 
Law, and, if we were honest, we would have to confess with the 
hymnwri ter: 

“Before Thee, God, who knowest a& 
With grief and shame I prostrate fall. 

I see my sins against Thee, Lx-d, 
‘Ihe sins of thought, of deed, and word. 

They press me sore; I cry to Thee: 
0 God, be merciful to me!” 

--Hymn 3 18, IX. 

Let none of us think that we have attained perfection in 
our sanctification ! The Apostle Paul tells his Philippian 
brethren, “I count not myself to have apprehe&ed . . . reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark . . .” Indeed, when the Holy Spirit brought us to 
faith in Jesus through the Gospel, we not only received the 
forgiveness of sins as our very own possession but also the 
assurance of eternal life. Jesus says, “He that believeth on 
the Son bath everlasting life” (John 3:36), but the attainment 
of that heavenly goal still lies before us; it is “the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,” We still sojourn in 
the flesh and therefore we must confess with the Apostle Paul, 
“I know that in me (that is in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I f ixxl not. For the good that I would I do not: 
but the evil which I would not, that I do” (Romans 7:18,19). 
‘Ihis is the condition of every Christian. “The flesh lusteth 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other” (Galatians 5:17). This is 
the battle which we Christians must fight as long as we are in 
this world. When the battle ends, one of two things has taken 
place: Either the Lord has taken our soul into the joys of 
heaven, or our sinful flesh has gained the control over us so 
that we are no longer Christians! 

The fact that we Christians have “sinned and come short 
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), and that we cannot attain 
to perfection in holiness in this world, should not and dare 
not serve as an excuse for us to live insin! The Apostle 
plainly states, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live 
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any longer therein? . . . Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof’ (Ro- 
mans 6:1-12). And in chapter 8 of Romans: “There is there- 
fore now no cond &nation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walknot after the flesh, but after the spirit” (v.1). If we 
truly believe that Jesus is our Savior from sin, death, and 
hell, then we, like the Apostle Paul, will seek to conform our 
entire life in accord with the Word of God. Why? “Because He 
first loved us” (I John 4:19). And what a love He revealed 
unto us miserable sinners! “Far when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.. , while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8). There- 
fore, “the love of Christ constraineth us . . . that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him 
which died forr them, and rose again” (II Corinthians 5:14,15). 
It cannot be otherwise! “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new” (II Corinthians 5:17). 

As we Christians step into the year of 1987, we should 
remind ourselves of these Scriptural truths. Following the 
example of the Apostle Paul, let us leave behind the sins 
which so easily beset us in the past year, recognizing that 
“the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin. 
. . If we confess our sins, He is faithful am3 just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 
1:7-9). Now we look forward to improving our walk of life and 
gaining one victory after another over the temptations which 
assail us, “reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press forward to the mark fur the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.’ We can not do this simply on the basis 
of our own will power! “It is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). That 
means being diligent in hearing God’s Word in Bible Classes 
and in the Divine Service in which God speaks to us and 
strengthens us through the Word of Life proclaimed by our 
faithful pastors. 

Strengthened by His Word let us resolve to be more fer- 
vent in our love to God, more upright in our trust in Him, more 
sincere in our prayers, more -unselfish, more Godpleasing in 
our thoughts, more loving and kind toward our neighbor, more 
truthful, and more edifying in our whole walk of life, so that 
in all things, we show that we are sincere Christians who 

Page 9 



dearly love the Lord Jesus Christ and earnestly desire to 
please Him who loved us even unto death! 

--MLN 
-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

THE SCRIPTURAL PRACTICE OF SELF-EXAMINATION 

In our congregations, Holy Communion or the Lord’s Sup- 
per is celebrated at least once a month. If a person were to 
take the Sacrament each time it is offered, he could receive 
it at least twelve times a year. In the span of a normal life- 
time a person might well receive the Lord’s Supper several 
hundred times. 

However, our concern as sincere Christians is not that 
of a legalistic accounting of how many times in a year or a 
period of years we have taken the Lord’s Supper as if the 
greater the number the more righteous we must be, but rather 
our concern is with that of taking the Lord’s Supper worthily, 
that is, in the true spirit of repentance. Indeed, it could 
well happen to any of us that our familiarity with the Sacra- 
ment and our frequency in receiving it can subtly result in a 
careless, unworthy reception of Communion. In fact, we 
learn in Scripture that the Christians of the Corinthian con- 
gregation began to make little distinction between their cus- 
tomary “love feast” or fellowship meal and the Lord’s Supper 
which followed the feast. Therefore Paul wrote to them and 
admonished them sharply. He said, “Wherefare whosoever 
shall eat this bread and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lurci” (I Corin- 
thians 11:2?). Note: An unworthy partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper makes one guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
Thus Paul gave this instruction: “But let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 
These words of Paul the Apostle that we examine ourselves is 
an Apostolic (inspired by God) command to be heeded by every 
Christian. ‘Ihe purpose of this command is to prevent an un- 
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worthy reception of Holy Communion, and to assure a worthy 
reception. 

Just exactly what does self-examination involve? Let 
it be made clear that it is not some ritual which earns 
righteousness before God or makes a person deserving of the 
Lord ’ s Supper. Eiather, it is an honest examination of our 
own faith. As Paul says in II Corinthians 135, “Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
except ye be reprobates.” This true spirit of self-examina- 
tion is well expressed by David in Psalm 1.39 where he prays, 
“Search me, 0 God; and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24). We want God 
“who searcheth the heart” to help us to search and examine 
our own heart. This means we use God’s Word and not our own 
feelings and private opinions as the basis of our examina- 
tion. “For the Ward of God is quick, and powerful, and shar- 
per than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and VOW, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” -m 
(Hebrews 4:12). -- 

-- 

A simple guideline for self-examination is set forth in 
the questions of the Synodical Catechism. Here we are 
taught that we should examine ourselves to see: “A. Whether 
we truly repent, of our sins; B. Whether we believe in Jesus 
Christ as our Savior; C. Whether we have the good and earnest 
purpose with the aid of God the Holy Spirit henceforth to 
amend our sinful lives.” Notice the three underlined words: 
repent, believe, and amend. Let us take them one at a time. 

First, we are to examine ourselves to see whether we 
truly repent of our sins. 0 how easily we fail eve-n to see OF 
sins, let alone repent of them ! The only sure way to see our 
sins as sins and therefore as something for which we need to 
repenTis to look into the mirror of God’s Law. Prayerfully 
go over the Ten Commandments and their meanings. Then say 
to youself: “Can I honestly say I have kept even one of the 
Commandments and perfectly as God’s Law required? Abso- 
lutely not! I have sinned against all Ten Commandments in 
thoughts, words, and deeds. Indeed, I see that I have espe- 
cially sinned against this Commandment or that Command- 
ment, I have sinned against God! I realize that I deserve 
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God’s wrath and punishment, even eternal damnation. I am 
truly sorry for my sins; they grieve me; I repent of them. I 
need God’s forgiveness.” 

Second, we are to examine ourselves to see whether we 
believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior. This means that we -- 
ask ourselves if we understand what Jesus did for us, and 
whether in faith we accept what He did for our sins. What 
did He do for us? He took our place under God’s holy Law. In 
so doing He kept the whole Law of God for us perfectly, and He 
suffered the full penalty of the Law for us by His sacrificial 
death on the cross. I therefore askmyself, “DO I believe that 
what Jesus did applies to me ? Do I realize that Jesus fully 
paid for my sins ? Do I really believe that God for Jesus’ 
sake forgives me all my sins ? Yes, I believe this because 
the Bible says, “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (I John 1:7). I firmly believe this. I take 
comfort in the forgiveness which Jesus earned for me.” 

Third, we are to examine ourselves to see whether we 
have the good and earnest purpose with the aid of God G ----- 
Holy mrit henceforth to amend our sinful lives. It is a 
plain fact that if a per&has repented of his sins, accepts 
Jesus’ gracious forgiveness, he then does intend with the 
help of the Holy Spirit to amend his ways. He earnestly 
strives out of a renewed and refreshed heart to stop his sin- 
ful habits, suppress sinful thoughts and lusts, and to seek to 
live in accord with God’s Word. ‘Ihe Bible says, “Ring forth 
therefare fruits meet (as evidence) for repentance” (Matthew 
3:8). We are to apply this verse to ourselves. Yes, in re- 
pentance and faith a Christian wants nothing other than to 
change his ways out of gratitude to the Lord. However, even 
as we strive to amend our ways, we must do so with the full 
realization that we cannot do this on our own strength. Only 
with the aid of the Holy Spirit can we amend our sinful lives. 
As Jesus also says, ‘For without me ye can do nothing” (John 
155). Therefore we rejoice that God’s Word gives us many 
assurances of the help of His grace. I Thessalonians 5:24 
says, “Far it is God which worketh in you both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure.” I Corinthians l&13 says, “There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is c-on to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted -m 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape that j&-may be able to bear it.” - 
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Before you take the Lord’s Supper next, remember what 
God’s Word says: “But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup” (I Cor. 11:28). --- 
Having so examined yourself on thsasis of God’s Word, then 
go to the Lord’s Table in full assurance of faith in God’s for- 
giveness earned by Jesus’ body and blood which is super- 
naturally present in the Sacrament. 

--ERS 
-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

THE CHRISTIAN AND RETIREMENT 
No Christian Ever Retires i+om Serving The Lord 

++++++ 

The word “retirement” as we use it in this article means 
the withdrawal of usually an elderly person from his office, 
life’s calling, or regular occupation. When we speak of “the 
Christian and retirement,” this of course means that we con- 
sider the matter of retirement from a Christian point of view, 
bearing in mind what the Word of God, our Lord and Savior, has 
to say about it. 

Now it is true that there is no such thing as a Scripture 
doctrine of retirement, for the Lord in His Word does not 
speak specifically and particularly of retirement as such. 
Retirement is therefore an adiaphoron, that is, a thing nei- 
ther commanded nor forbidden as such in the Bible, a matter 
of Christ ian liberty. Nevertheless, Scripture does speak re- 
garding all matters of adiaphora, instructing Christians how 
to and h=not to use them. The Apostle Paul writes to the 
Galatians: “Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only 
use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another” (Gal. 5:13). 

In contemplating a retirement a Christian has therefore 
some real soul-searching to do, whether he be a layman or a 
pastor. There are questions for him to ask himself and to 
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resolve, not merely as it pleases him but also and above all, 
the Lord. 

One of these questions is: Why does he contemplate re- 
t irement ? Is it some way to serve his flesh, that is, his own 
selfish interests ? Does he simply not want to work any 
longer, even though he is healthy, strong, and still filled with 
vitality? Does he desire a life of luxury and ease, being 
idle, or lavishly spending his accumulated wealth on extended 
trips, excursion, cruises, and the like? Surely we Christians 
know many passages in which the Lord condemns slothfulness 
and commands faithful, diligent work. (For example: Ecclesi- 
astes 10:18; Luke 12:15-21; II Thessalonians 3:10:12; Ephe- 
sians 6:5-8.) 

On the other hand, a Christian may have good and legiti- 
mate reasons to retire. Such may be simply well-advanced 
age together with its usual concomitants, as diminishing 
physical, mental, or emotional strength; lessening endurance 
under stress and strain; or the increasing need to take more 
and more time to prepare and execute one’s duties in a truly 
efficient manner. One who simply holds on to an occupation 
or office when such conditions become apparent is not to be 
commended; for he may in this very thing be catering to his 
own fleshly concerns at the cost of those whom the Lord 
requires him to serve in a vital and efficient manner. 

In contemplating retirement, a Christian must also ask 
himself and resolve the question: Am I able to retire, or, can 
I afford financially to retire? 

Years ago most people, including of course Christians, 
had to answer this question negatively. For the whole eco- 
nomy was then far different than it is today. Few people 
received more than a mere day-by-day living wage. There 
were very few savings accounts. There were no provisions 
either in church or government for support in one’s advanced 
age -- no life or health insurance, no pension funds, no social 
security. And few could even buy a home to be paid off by the 
time of their old age. There was hardly money enough for a 
proper funeral and burial. Hence it was well-nigh impossible 
for anyone to retire. Current statistics tell us that, at the 
turn of the century, the average male spent only three percent 
of his lifetime in retirement, while in this present decade he 

Page 14 



is spending twenty percent. 

Unfortunately, and sadly, this financial inability to re- 
tire has been in the past, and is still today, the case with 
many pastors. There are not a few pastors who through the 
years have received a salary that is even much lower than a 
beginning school-teacher. How are such men going to retire, 
when they have lived all their years in a parsonage provided 
by the congregation, and they simply could not buy even a 
modest home for their old age? And are such men going to 
retire when their very low income throughout the years did 
not make it possible to save but a literal pittance for their 
declining years? No doubt we have all known of pastors who 
became very old, and even senile in their ways, but who did 
not retire to give place for a younger man to be called. Why 
don’t they retire, some may ask, instead of becoming a “drag” 
and disadvantage to the Christian congregation? my, they 
ought to know, in view of what the Lord says in Hebrews 13:7: 
Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the Ward of God, whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation.” Surely this is a godly reason for 
Christian congregations to give timely forethought to the 
later years of their pastors who are now actively serving 
them? 

And now one more question to consider if you contem- 
plate retirement and are indeed a Christian: What do I plan 
to do if I retire? Here we kindly submit two very important -- 
cautions. 

Don’t move away to some far off clime and climate where 
you would have to abandon or utterly forsake assembling with 
your fellow Christians to hear the Word of God. For remem- 
ber? The Lord particularly urges us “not (to be) forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is” (Hebrews 10:23-25). The true Word of God is the very 
source of OUT saving faith. (Romans 10:17) In this faith our 
Lord does not want us to. decline but still to grow as we 
approach our last times in the world. (II Peter 3:18) And, 
secondly, don’t “sit in a rocking chair,” as the expression 
goes. But stay active as far as your gracious God in Christ 
permits you -- physically, for that is good for your health; 
but especially in a spiritual way. For that is what the Lord 
tells us specifically in the passage noted under our above 
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title: “Christ died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died far 
them and rose again” (II Corinthians 5:15). Your dear Sav- 
ior, who redeemed you by His precious blood and sealed this 
redemption by His mighty resurrection, has given you eternal 
life and salvation. In Him you live, now and forever. Now, 
in your last years or days on earth, don’t you want to serve 
Him, and in Him, your neighbor? Why, of course. And this 
same Lord and Savior has given and still preserved for you 
many gifts or talents by which you can do just that. If you 
are in doubt about which talents you have and how best to use 
them in His service, how about going to your pastor to get his 
suggestions and encouragement? Don’t just live for your- 
self, even in retirement, but “unto Him which died far you, 
and rose again.’ 

“rake my love, my Lxnd, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure-store; 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, a& for thee.” 

(LH, 400, v.6) 

--HDM 
-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

AROUND THE WORLD 
. . . wtiGt t2cUati commebt 

Five Ways toFight Off Fear (McCall’s, August 1986) One 
way to get a grip on your fear is by analyzing it. If you can’t 
shake that helpless feeling, try a course in self-defense, Dr. 
Fields suggests. One thing we shouldn’t do is pack up every- 
thing and move someplace else. Another tactic to keep fear at 
bay is not to stir it up deliberately. Instead of just waiting 
at home for fear to come and “get us,” we can go out into the 
world as much as possible. 
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The Old Testament is ambivalent about sexuality. Ac- 
cording to the Garden of Eden myth Adam and Eve discover 
their sexuality after tasting the forbidden fruit, becoming, 
as God says, “like one of us,” aware of good and evil. Child- 
bearing is Eve’s punishment for discovering sexuality. In I 
Kings, chapters 10 and 11 “in wealth and wisdoml and as a 
“lover of women” with ‘700 princesses as wives and 300 concu- 
bines (prostitutes). The Lord became “angry with Solomon” 
not because he had a thousand women but because his foreign 
wives “turned his heart to follow other gods.” God was not 
angry enough to do Solomon any bodily harm; he just “raised 
up” two military adversaries to make trouble for him. Noth- 
ing in the Bible shocks the bibliolaters; they have sacrificed 
their minds on the altar of faith. 

The aboveid an exam/& o&theweeMy ca&mti ap- 
p&g on/the ch.utch page 06 The RegdAeh-GILatrd (Eu- 
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gene, Oh&), wtien and paid ijo& by one who nco&d aLthe 
Chttintin h?skgkm We CM;tians mu& expect such 
bbphemouh and vitiu~ aA&zchn again&Me Woti 06 God 
hzce %e FIUXW& mankecei.ve&z natRhe;eking& 06 the 
Spido~Goch~oUhega~~ ~oo.Uhnusuti kim't(?Codn- 
titi 2:74). llThm dhu& come in Xhe &AX day4 ACO~- 

@h, w&g a&&h &Z&L own XuAZP (77 PeXe.4 3:3). Such 
be,t tiernb&ti up a~ Xhe judge and dubjeot /the clroti a6 
God Xo Lh& own cev~o&kp and WC@ 6oqeAXittg 
God2 waming, "Who aa#Thou, 0 man, XhaLthouttepei~~ 
againsltGodltf (Romanb 9:ZO). InRheAzeutti muCgn;the 
ff dy SctLipAu)t~, duch A~O&VIA o@.n~eh;ta pawn 046 a~ a 
llif&i.d &.acking what i.6 noL Fob exam@, ;the above 
UphemetL w.G.t~, Ws&i-beg A Eve'4 punAmen? 
whelk, we &ind tie commandand b&.&q concekng 
c&&f-b&g behohe Adam and Eve @.iLSo &in. The 
c&tending PC&, tic, connectedwith cried-b&g wad a 
cotiequence 06 Arz (Gene.& 3:76), n&the child-beming 
i&a&$! Mug God keep us humbeeCl+hAans who &em&k 
at ;the wy Thought 06 ev~h dpeaking against f-L& Wohd 
(?~ai.ah 66: I), knowing ht "whzUoevet~;tkings wem wti- 
Zen a6ohtime we&e w&i%en 604 OWL Jkakningtl Ro mati 
7541, ihut we 2dudd ffwcbtch and pu4yRhat ye en&h noit 
Ato ~mp&Cikn~~ (Matthew Z&41). 

--m. 
-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

THE GREAT PRIVILEGE 

OF GOING TO THE HOUSE OF GOD 

The places of public worship in our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference are set apart for God’s honor and glory and dedi- 
cated to the preaching and teaching of God’s Word in all its 
truth and purity together with the Scriptural administration 
of the Sacraments. In such places the incumbents of the 
pastoral office proclaim the whole counsel of God to their 
respective congregations who have called them into the only 
divinely instituted office in the Church. Through such 
faithful servants of God, our congregations, by God’s grace, 
are regularly and consistently nurtured with the Ekead and 
Water of Life, led into the green pastures and beside the still 
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waters of God’s Word, sustained in their Christian faith and 
encouraged in their Christian life. ‘&rough them the voice 
of the Good Shepherd, Himself, is heard; little ones are re- 
ceived into the arms of their loving Savior in Holy Baptism; 
the Lord Jesus provides for each congregation His true body 
and blood together with the earthly elements of bread and 
wine in the Lord’s Supper, and saving faith in the Christ of 
Christmas and Calvary is nourished and sustained. Is it no 
wonder that the Psalmist teaches us to exclaim for joy: “I 
was glad when they said unto me, I& us go into the House of 
the Imrd!” Psalm 122:l. It is one of the greatest privileges 
which we will ever have in this world, namely, to come to 
church, to visit God’s house, to come into His courts with 
thanksgiving and praise, and to seek His Wisdom, guidance, 
strength, help, comfort, grace and peace. 

We should then be ready and eager to hear the Word of 
God when we go into the house of the Lord. Such hearing, of 
course, is not a mere outward hearing but a hearing which is 
in the heart. It is a hearing which should produce in us a 
readiness to turn away from sin in true repentance, to accept 
the salvation which God so freely offers to us in Christ Jesus, 
our Redeemer, and to consecrate ourselves to Him who loved 
us with an everlasting love even unto death! Such a right 
kind of hearing will cause us humbly to acknowledge the per- 
fect authority of God’s verbally inspired Word and will want to 
follow that Word as a Lamp unto our feet and a Light unto our 
path. And such hearing will be followed by doing in our lives! 

What a blessed thing then it is to go into the house of 
the Lord. We should go into the house of the Lord regularly 
and faithfully-- “not farsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together as the xnarmer of some is,” Hebrews 10:25. And may 
the church-homes thoughout our Conference be filled with 
willing hearers and cheerful doers of God’s Word, and God will 
be with us in the fulness of His grace and love. He will be 
our God and we will be His people, blessed by Him in time and 
blessed by Him in eternity, for He has given us the promise: 
“Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it!” -- 
Luke 11:28. 

--PR.B 
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