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ENDEAVORING TO Keepr tae UNrTY
OF THE SPIRIT—ALSO REGARDING ADIAPHORA

(Eph. 4:1-3)

We all, who are within this Conference, know well what is meant by
“the unity of the Spirit” which we are urged to keep, in Ephesians 4. It is
not any kind of outward union, especially one established in spite of differ-
ences in doctrine and practice as modern-day “ecumenism’ advocates. It is
the inner unity of Christians in all the precious doctrines (and practices) of
God’s Word, which has been worked in them by “the Spirit” of God, so that
they all teach, think, confess, and practice the same thing, because Christ,
with His Word, is not divided, (I Cor. 1:10 and 13; Mark 8:38). When we
consider the history of our Conference and how wonderfully, yes, gracious-
ly, God has kept among us the unity of the Spirit, we can only praise the
Lord with the Psalmist and say: “T'he Lord hath done great things for us;
whereof we are glad,” Ps. 126:3. May the Lord of all grace, by His Spirit,
also help us henceforth to keep the unity of the Spirit!

But how about adiaphora in our midst (those things neither commanded
nor forbidden by God’s Word) ? since on the title to this article we have writ-
ten: “Endeavoring to keep the Unity of the Spirit—also regarding Adiapho-
ra.” Matters of adiaphora are of themselves not binding on the conscience of
Christians, but are, as we also call them, “matters of Christian liberty.” Yet
the Scriptures also instruct us how to handle and settle such matters, lest at
any time they disturb the bond of peace and have a negative effect upon the
true unity.

They are to be settled not by any compulsion, but through mutual con-
sent according to Christian, brotherly love, usually by a majority vote. Yet,
such matters, being of human decision, may still be overclouded by ambigui-
ties, misunderstandings, or different understandings among brethren. In such
a case, no brother should simply insist on his own understanding, making
himself a lord (I Pet. 5:3), but all the brethren should gladly and lovingly
re-discuss such a matter in order to come to a really clear and viable decision.
Thus the Apostle writes to the Galatians: “For, brethren, ye have been cal-
led unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love
serve one another,” Gal. 5:13. Thus to the Corinthians: “Let all things be
done with charity,” that is, with love, I Cor. 16:14. “(Charity) doth not be-
have itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh
no evil,” I Cor. 13:5. And to the Romans he emphasizes: “Love is the fulfill-
ing of the law,” Rom. 18:10. So it is that, in pleading that we endeavor to
keep the unity of the Spirit, Ephesians 4, Paul includes verse 2, as follows:

23



“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one ano-
ther in love.”

In summary of this principle, let me quote a fine and useful set of points
from our 1978 Proceedings, pages 44 and 45:

“Motion made and seconded that we concur in the following Scriptural
principles set forth by the Board of Directors originally on April 8, 1964 in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Carried.

‘Whenever there seems to be disagreement, either with official procedur-
es or personally between brethren, we urge that the following guidelines be
observed among us, in the fear and love of God, to help us in a practical way
to attain this goal more perfectly:

1. Begin with brotherly questions for further information, rather than
with a statement of disagreement.

2. Where disagreement is plainly evident, do not press for an immediate
settlement, but allow time for quiet and sufficent consideration.

3. Strive to be as objective or impersonal as possible, both in present-
ing and receiving each other’s views.

4. Keep all unpleasant matters as private as possible, according to God’s
Word, striving not to let others become involved unless necessary.

5. Wherever possible, prayerfully wait to discuss a disagreement, or ap-
parent disagreement, face to face rather than hurriedly by mail or
by telephone.

6. In love toward our Lord and one another, follow the order mutually
agreed upon among us, the highest law, of course, ever being our Sav-
ior’s Law of Christian love.” ”

—H. David Mensing, President

WWWOOQWOWQWQWQWOWQ
ANNOUNCEMENT

THE 85TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference
June 20, 21, 22, 1986
will be held at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lebanon, Oregon
M. L. Natterer, pastor

>
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How €an We Chiristians Be Dure That The
‘Boﬂy ‘%piril' Pwells Within Our Hearts!

“KNow YE NOT THAT YE ARE THE TEMPLE oF Gob,
AND THAT THE SPIRIT oF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU?
I Corinthians 3:16

On the basis of this and other clear passages of Holy Seripture we be-
lieve and teach that, through faith in the precious Gospel of salvation, the
justified believer receives the Holy Giiost, and that his heart becomes the
dwelling-place not only of the Spirit but of the entire Holy Trinity. This
glorious mystical union of God with the believer should indeed be of unspeak-
ably great comfort and assurance to every true Christian as he struggles a-
gainst the devil, the world, and his own sinful flesh in the “good fight of
faith,” 1 Timothy 6:12.

That confidence, however: is sometimes weakened by so-called “charis-
matics”’ who, as the unwitting tools of Satan, seek to discredit and to shake
a Christian’s faith by demanding the presence of special supernatural gifts
as marks of true faith. For, in spite of their apparent sincerity, earnestness
and zeal, the prodding questioning of such enthusiasts often approaches the
technique of the devil himself when he said to Eve, Genesis 8:1, “Yea, HATH
God said...?” and to our Savior, Matthew 4:3, “IF Thou be the Son of
God....” Thus the unwary Christian becomes troubled in his mind by such
questions as these: “Have you received the Spirit-baptism?” ‘“Have you been
filled with the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands?” “What gifts do you
have to prove that you are saved? After all, Jesus said that true behevers are
able to show special signs like healing and speaking in tongues.”

Such questions need not trouble us Christians, however, because OUR
certainty of salvation, OUR surety of the Spirit’s indwelling in our hearts,
rests not upon emotional claims, signs and wonders, but upon THE NEVER
FAILING WORD OF OUR GOD, that “more sure Word of prophecy”,
to which we should give heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
II Peter 1:19. The plain truth is, according to Scripture itself, that the mere
possession of some supernatural or unusual gift, even the ability to perform
miracles, is not necessarily a proof of faith AT ALL; for Jesus warns us a-
gainst FALSE PROPHETS who will show “great signs and wonders, inso-
much that, if it were possible, they shall DPECEIVE the wvery elect,” Matthew
24:24-25. And the Roman Antichrist rides as chief among them, “even him,
whose coming is AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN with all power and signs and
LYING WONDERS,” II Thessalonians 2:9. Thus the Lord’s Word teaches us
that signs and wonders, no matter how impressive, are flimsy and unreliable
at best as evidence of true faith; for their source could well be Satan himself
or simply the manifestation of sinful, runaway pride in one’s own higher de-
gree of sanctification. In any case, we all have the obligation to “try the spir-
its, whether they are of God,” I John 4:1; and Jesus tells us that false pro-
phets can be recognized “by their fruits,” that is, by the doctrine they hold
and teach, Matthew 7:20. Therefore if prophecy, tongue-speaking and heal-
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ing is done IN SUPPORT OF FALSE DOCTRINE, we know immediately
that FALSE PROPHETS are at work dressed in sheep’s clothing. To such
spiritual con-artists the Savior will one day address the terrible words: “J
never knew you! Depart from e, ye that work 1N1QurTy!” Matthew 7:28.

But we Christians can be SURE that the Holy Spirit truly dwells with-
in OUR hearts, not because of charismatic gifts, but because of what the in-
fallible Word of our God assures us in plain, unmistakable statements and
promises. Take, for example, the following Bible truths:

a) The Holy Spirit is received “by the hearing of rarru,” Gal. 8:2,5.

b) Justifying faith, by which the gift of God’s Holy Spirit is received,
is worked in us by the selfsame Spirit through Baptism (Acts 2:88; Titus
3:5-7) and through the Gospel message (Romans 10:17; John 17:20)—that
is, by the MEANS OF GRACE as the vehicle by means of which the Holy
Ghost conveys to us His precious gifts, including Himself as the gracious
tenant of our heart.

8) We are saved by God’s grace through faith, TOTALLY APART
FROM WORKS (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:28; etc.) Therefore our sal-
vation, as well as the gracious indwelling of the Spirit, is in no way depen-
dent upon such works as charismatic gifts, “‘experiences with Christ,” or a
higher level of sanctification.

d) We Christians have the Holy Spirit’s own witness concerning our
state of grace and the surety of salvation: His “internal witness,” namely,
our faith in the gracious promises of the Gospel (I John 5:9-18), and His
“external witness,” namely, our good works which flow from our faith as the
fruits thereof (I John 8:14) and which He enables us to bring forth to His
glory (Philippians 2:13).

e) Having been bought with the price of the Savior’s holy precious
blood, and having received the benefits of His redemption by faith, our bod-
ies are NOW ALREADY the “temple of God,” the dwelling-place of His
Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19-20), and the habitation in fact of the
entire Holy Trinity (John 14:23).

Yes, these are the iron-clad assurances of God’s Holy Word which give
us the certainty and unshakable confidence that the Holy Spirit dwells with-
in our hearts. Of this glorious fact there can be no doubt whatsoever, for the
Apostle Peter reminds us that the Holy Scriptures of our God are “a more
sure Word of prophecy”—certainly more sure than the questionable testimo-
ny of charismatic gifts and wonders (II Peter 1:16-21). May this assurance
then comfort us and rejoice our hearts to sing:

My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.

With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally! Amen.

(L.H. 315, 15)
—D.T.M.
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“But Now Is Christ Risen From The Dead!”

I Corinthians 15:14-18

Paul writes to the Romans: “He (Christ) was delivered for our offenses,
and ruised again for our justification.” This was the Gospel which the apostles
preached and taught. That was an essential feature of their office. Acts 1:22;
10:40, 41. But in the Corinthian congregation there were some who, by de-
nying that there is a bodily resurrection of the dead, were actally, thereby,
denying the resurrection of Christ, and thus robbing themselves and others
around them the biessings which this doctrine brings. And this error was
also being tolerated by the majority of this congregation. Paul, an apostle of
the Lord, had just reason to bring tnis serious matter to their attention.
These deniers of the resurrection were getting themselves into a grievous
predicament, for they, by their error were implying that the apostles were
false witnesses, deceivers, that the faith of those who believe in the crucified
and risen Christ was “vain,” useless, empty, and that the hope of such believ-
ers would be disappointed.

Therefore, the three arguments which Paul addresses to this congrega-
tion: 1) If Christ did not rise from the dead, the apostles stand convicted as
false witnesses, the meanest kind of deceivers. For they, indeed, had preach-
ed the Gospel of the crucified and risen Savior wherever they went. Paul de-
clares to the Corinthians the Gospel he preached to them, by which also they
are saved, “‘unless ye have believed in vain” (by repudiating the resurrection,
vv. 1,2.) This Gospel emphasized the resurrection of Christ, for in it the pro-
mises of the Old Testament were fulfilled, as proved by witnesses, vv. 5-8.
In view of this fact, the aposties were not false witnesses and deceivers. The
truths they spoke and wrote had been given to them by the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost. Therefore, they could say what Paul says in II Cor. 2:17.
Whenever our pastors proclaim those same truths in accordance with God’s
Word, the Bible, we are to regard thew as “worthy of all acceptation,” 1
Timothy 1:15.

2} Also, if there were no bodily resurrection, as some of those Corin-
thians believed and many today believe, then they are saying, even openly,
that Christ is not raised, and, therefore, that faith which lays hold of the
Gospel, is empty and useless, for then such believers would remain in their
sins and must perish. For what proof would there be of the whole world’s
justification and the heavenly Father’s approval of His Son’s vicarious work
for the justification of the world, if Christ had not risen from the dead? But,
“now is Christ risen from the dead.” On Good IFriday Christ cried out: “It
is finished!” Because of Christ’s resurrection we can now believe that every-
thing that was necessary for God to declare the whole world forgiven and
righteous, Christ has accomplished, completed, once for all. The open tomb
of Christ declares that God has accepted this finished work for the justifi-
cation of the world.

But does that mean that all have received the status of sainthood in the
eyes of God (as the Wisconsin Synod now teaches) ? No, that status is ap-
plied only to those who by the power of the Holy Spirit have appropriated
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to themselves the blessings which Christ’s resurrection assures to all, namely
the forgiveness of sins, life, and eternal salvation, through the all-atoning
merits of Christ alone. Such faith is not vain, useless, empty, because its
object, Christ, and the blessings He earned for all, are of eternal worth.

8) This faith is of such great value also because of the wonderful hope
which accompanies it. This hope is based on these words : “Now is Christ ris-
en from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.” Through-
out the New Testament this term, “those fallen asleep,” is exclusively used
of such as have died in the faith of Christ, to whom death is indeed made a
sleep and the grave a resting chamber, since in life and death they were uni-
ted with the risen Christ; in death and in the grave, the Lord’s own. Rom.
14::8-9. But how could He save from eternal death, if He Himself had re-
mained in death? Then, indeed, all who lived and died in Him would be e-
ternally lost, just like all the wicked and unrighteous. They would be hope-
lessly consigned to eternal death in hell. But Christ has become the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. That is God’s own Word.
Christ was the first person to lay aside all mortality and to assume a spirit-
ual body which would not be subject to death in all eternity. So, all they that
fall asleep in Him in the hope of eternal life will also arise from the dead;
the first harvest-sheaf will be followed by all the other sheaves (the beliey-
ers). Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5.

Such grand and blessed things does the Gospel, the message of the cru-
cified Christ, offer to all. May we, who have by the grace of God come to
possess and enjoy these blessings, make haste to bring the pure Gospel to the
world, so that through its regenerating power many others may appropriate
them for their eternal salvation, and join us in singing from a believing
heart:

Jesus lives! The vict'ry‘s won !

Death no longer can appal me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave Christ will recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

(L.H. 201,v.1)
—E.E.E.
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Jesus Ascended Up Far Above All Heaven:s!

“HE THAT DESCENDED IS THE SAME ALSO
THAT ASCENDED UP FAR ABOVE ALL HEAVENS,
THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS.”

(Ephesians 4:10)

One of the lesser known Christian festivals is that of the Ascension of
Christ. It somehow gets virtually lost between the more prominent celebra-
tion of Faster and Pentecost. Yet in spite of the relatively little attention
given Jesus’ ascension, it remains a significant event in the life and ministry
of Christ on earth. Its significance goes beyond the mere fact that it was the
last visible act of Christ on earth. It was more than just the physical action
of His going up from the earth into heaven. There is also much doctrinal or
theological importance which is vital to our faith.

First, according to our text in Ephesians 4, the Ascension of Christ cor-
responds with Christ’s descent into hell. The Bible speaks of both in one
verse: “He that DESCENDED is the same also that ASCENDED...”
Both the descent of Christ into hell and His ascent into heaven belong to
His State of Exaltation. In His State of Exaltation Jesus was exalted and
glorified according to His human nature. Now fully and always Christ exer-
cises the divine attributes communicated to His true human nature. Now ac-
cording to His human nature Christ fully and always exercises His omnipo-
tence, omnipresence, and omniscience. This State of Exaltation began when
Jesus came alive in the grave and descended into hell to proclaim His victory
over sin, death, Satan, and hell. The Bible says of this descent into hell: “he
went and preached) to the spirits in prison,” 1 Peter 8:19. Likewise, Colos-
sians 2:15 says, “dnd having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a
show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” Thus it was the victori-
ous Christ, the Christ who conquered sin, death, and the devil, who ascended
into heaven.

Secondly, in accord with the context of our text, the Ascension of Christ
is tied in directly with His giving to His Church on earth many gifts. The
Bible says, “When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave
gifts unto men,” Eph. 4:8. In particular, Christ gave His Church the Office
of the Ministry with its various auxiliary offices. Ephesians 4:11 says, “And
he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers.” Already while still on the earth Jesus called His
Apostles. Yet with the death of the Apostles and the close of their inspired
ministry, the office of the Word did not cease in the Church. By instituting
the pastoral office whereby men are called by the congregation, our Ascended
Lord continued the Office of the Public Ministry in the Church. Through the
divine call of the congregation, the Ascended Christ charges His ministers
to preach the Scriptures, the inspired, inerrant Word of God. Thus, it was
the Ascended Christ who has all power and authority in heaven and earth
(Matthew 28:18) who instituted the Office of the Ministry.
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That the Apostle Paul also mentions evangelists and prophets is not to
be understood that these offices are equal to the office of pastor. Scripture
shows that these other offices are AUXILIARY to the office of pastor. Scrip-
ture speaks only of pastors as having the oversight or rule over the flock.
(See Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:7, 17) Moreover, it is the congregation under
the leadership of its pastor which calls, commissions and/or appoints men to
the auxiliary offices. Thus, even in the Apostolic Church an evangelist such as
Philip did not exercise the rule over a flock, but was sent out by the congre-
gation in Jerusalem. (See Acts 6:5)

That it was Christ Himself who instituted the Office of the Ministry is
a source of comfort in that when we hear our pastor teach, preach and coun-
sel with the Word of God, we know that this is all done under the authority
of the Ascended Christ Himself. Although Christ is no longer visibly present
with us, He has not removed Himseclf as our Teacher or Prophet in the
Church. He now teaches us His Word as it is proclaimed to ws through His
called ministers. |

It is by this Christ-authorized preaching and teaching of the Word that
Christ builds and matures His Church on earth. The Bible says, “For the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ:till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stat-
ure of the fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speak-
ing the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ,” Eph. 4:12-15. While we are to read and study our Bibles on
our own and are to “iry the spirits whether they are of God” I John 4:1, the
Lord Jesus prepares and equips us for such blessed work through the Secrip-
tural indoctrination we receive through our pastor in the congregation. This
very 4th chapter of Ephesians makes clear the importance of our availing
ourselves of the instruction provided us by Christ through the called minis-
ters of Christ. How blessed and equipped are those who will be taught! As
Jesus said to His disciples, “He that heareth you heareth me; and he that
despiseth me despiseth him that sent me,” Luke 10:16.

Thirdly, as we consider the blessed event of Christ’s Ascension into
heaven, we also derive comfort in knowing that Christ is our Forerunner into
heaven. His going to heaven ahead of us is to assure and confirm to us that
we will follow Jesus to heaven. After Jesus had ascended and was removed
from sight by the cloud, two angels appeared and said to the disciples:
“This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven,” Acts 1:11. Yes, our Ascend-
ed and Glorified Saviour will return on the Last Day to take all believers,
both the quick and the dead, to heaven. According to both body and soul we
shall live forever with our Exalted Brother in those heavenly mansions which
He has prepared for us. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus,” Rev. 22 :20.
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Paul Gerhardt

. the great hymnwriter every Lutheran should know.

What staunch and conservative Lutheran, pastor or layman, is nct
acquainted with the great hymns of Paul Gerhardt—21 of which are in our
Lutheran Hymnal? Like so many truly great artists, this illustrious Psalmist
of Germany did not recoguize his tremendous gift—a gift also little noted
by his contemporaries. His outstanding gift was to put into melodious verse

the great teachings of Scripture in snnple application to a Christian’s faith
and life.

From His Pen...

From the pen of Paul Gerhardt flows lasting happiness, joy, comfort,
peace, tranquility, instruction, admonition, prayer, praise, encouragement,
strength, and certainty. Every verse brings to mind numerous Scripture pas-
sages and the pure teachings of God’s Word in doctrine and application. He
sings of the beauties of earth and sky and leads us into the greater beauties
of heaven. He sings of the stars at night and exults, “T'hus I shall shine in
heaven”; of casting aside his clothes for bed, saying, “These I put off and
ponder How Christ will give me yonder A robe of glorious majesty.” He
sings of God’s care and protection: “T'hou keepest watch before our door
While we securely rest”; “With ready help in time of fear Thou standest at
our side” of God’s undeserved kindness: “T'hough often we His patience try
And well deserve His frown, In grace He lays His anger by And pours new
blessings down”; of earthly toil and heavenly tranquility: “Here I must toil
and travail, Oft weary and opprest; But there my God shall lead me To ev-
er lasting rest”; “And that, what e’er betide me, My Savior is at hand Thro’
stormy seas to guide me And bring me safe to land”; of the work of Jesus:
“He canceled my offenses, Delivered me from death; He is the Lord who
cleanses My soul from sin through faith”; of the prayer of the Holy Ghost
when the Christian is too physically weak to utter the words of a prayer:
“And when my soul is lying Weak, trembling, and opprest, He pleads with
groans and sighing That cannot be exprest”; of steadfastness in persecution:
“Though life and limb it cost me And everything I own, Unshaken shall I
trust Thee And cleave to Thee alone”; of hope in sorrow: “Why should cross
and trial grieve me? Christ is near With His cheer; Never will He leave me.
Who can rob me of the heaven That God’s Son For my own To my faith hath
given?; of comfort in death: “Death cannot destroy forever; From our fears,
Care and tears It will us deliver, It will close life’s mournful story, Make a
way That we may Enter heavenly glory”; of the vanity of the things of this
world : “What is all this life possesses? But a hand full of sand That the heart
distresses”; of eternal election based on Christ’s work of redemption: “Thou
art mine, I was Thine, Even e’re I knew Thee. I am Thine for Thou hast
bought me”; Lost I stood, But Thy blood Free salvation brought me”;
of the government of God in the lives of the Christians: “Thy work no man
can hinder, Thy purpose none can stay, Since Thou to bless Thy children
Wilt always find a way”; of patience amid trials: “Await His time with pa-
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tience, Then shall thine eyes behold The sun of joy and gladness His brighi-
est beams unfold”; Arise my soul, And banish thy anguish and thy care.
Away with thoughts that sadden And heart and mind ensnare”; “Leave all
to His direction; In wisdom He doth reign, And in a way most wondrous
His course He will maintain”; “And from the heavy burden Thy heart will
soon set free ; And thou wilt see the blessing He had in mind for thee”;
of the Christian’s earnest desire to live to Christ alone: “Jesus, Thy bound-
less love to me No thought can reach, No tongue declare; Unite my thankful
heart with Thee And reign without a rival there. To Thee alone, dear Lord,
I live; Myself to Thee, dear Lord, I give” in praise of the Holy Ghost: “Thou
art, O Holy Spirit, The true Anointing Oil Through which are consecrated
Soul, body, rest, and toil To Christ, whose guardian wings ... Protect. ..
His prophets, priests, and kings”; of Christ’s victory: “For Christ again is
free; in glorious victory He who is strong to save Has triumphed o’er the
grave ”; “This is the sight that gladdens; What peace it doth impart! Now
nothing ever saddens T'he joy within my heart. No gloom shall ever shake,
No foe shall ever take, The hope which God’s own Son In love for me hath
won” “My heart from care is free, No trouble troubles me. Misfortune now is
play, And night is bright as day”; of Christ’s bitter suffering and death:
“What language shall I borrow T'o thank Thee, dearest Friend, For this Thy
dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? Oh, make me thine forever! And should
I fainting be, Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee”; of how
Christ’s suffering and death affects the Christian: “Of death I am no more
afraid, New life from Thee is flowing; The cross accords me cooling shade
When noonday’s sun is glowing. When by my grief I am opprest, On [hee
my weary soul shall rest Serenly as on pillows. Thou art my Anchor when
by woe My bark is driven to and fro On troubles surging billows”; “And
when Thy glory I shall see And taste Thy kingdom’s pleasure, Thy blood
my royal robe shall be, My joy beyond all measure; When I appear before
Thy throne, Thy righteousness shall be my crown,—With these I need not
hide me. And there, in garments richly wrought As Thine own bride, I shall
be brought To stand in joy beside Thee”; of how full of praise the life of
the Christian should be: “Thus will I sing Thy praises here With joyful spirit
year by year; And when we reckon years no more, May I in heaven Thy name
adore” ; of the grace of God which shines from the manger in Bethlehem: “O
Jesus Christ, Thy manger is My paradise at which my soul reclineth. For
there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made flesh for us; herein Thy grace forth
shineth”; “If our blessed Lord and Maker Hated men, Would He then Be
of flesh partaker? If He in our woe delighted, Would He bear All the care
Of our race benighted?” “He becomes the Lamb that taketh Sin away And
for aye Full atonement maketh. For our life His own tenders And our race,
By His grace, Meet for glory renders”; “Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Let not your soully distress; Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by
His grace. He comes, for men procuring The peace of sin forgiven, For all
God’s sons securing Their heritage in heaven”; “Yea, so dear did He esteem
me From the quenchless flames of hell”; of the fervent prayer of every true
believer who hungers and thirsts after righteousness: “Grant me grace, O
God, I pray Thee, That I may with all my might, Al my lifetime, day and
night, Love and trust Thee and obey Thee And, when this brief life is o’er
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Praise and love Thee evermore.”

Gerhardt’s hymns thus ring with the confession of our Lutheran faith
and conviction together with the feelings and experiences of every true Chris-
tian who looks into the Word of God for guidance, comfort, hope, peace and
joy!

His EarLy YEARS—NO STRANGER TO SUFFERING

But what about the life of a m,
the great German poet Goethe wrote that “he sang as
lives in the branches.”
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death of Luther. His father, Christian Gerhardt, was the mayor or Burgo-
meister of the village of Graefenhaynichen, near Wittenberg, Germany. Both
of his parents were staunch Lutherans and wanted their little son, one day,
to become a Lutheran pastor. He himself desired to serve his Savior in this

highest office in the Church. It was, however, not until after long vears of
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patient waiting that he realized hlS heart’s desire and became a Lutheran
pastor.

When Paul was still a small child, his father was taken from him by
dcath And when he celebrated his 11th birthday, the horr'ors of the Thirty--
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by which tens of thousands of people became painfully sick and died. In his
early years, he was no stranger to sorrow, suffering, and death.

Little is known about those early years because, in 1637, marauding
hordes of Swedes burned the village church in Graefenhaynichen together
with the church records. It is certain that Paul Gerhardt in his earthly life

had never pvppﬂpnnpﬂ the earthly hopes and joys of life to the extent that
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we are accustomed to delight in these things in our beloved country, but the
Lord, through these bitter experiences was preparing him eventually to be-
come a faithful pastor and one of the greatest hymn writers this world has
ever known.

EpucarioNn aND YouNng MANHOOD

years T

SC }“OGHI‘g" in his chil dhOGu ra't‘u, from age 10,
until he was almost 21 years old, studied at the Fuerstenschule at Grimma
in Saxony. Here he received special recognition for his diligence, obedience,
and talent in the composition of Latin poems. On January 2, 1628, he began
to study theology at the University of Wittenberg where two stalwart pro-
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two men were firm guardians of the pure Lutheran doctrine. Roeber, besides
composing hymns, wrote many Latin disputations against Rome and Calvin-
ism. When Roeber preached, he would frequently take his text from a Lu-
theran chorale, preaching, for example, on “Salvation unto us is come,” by

Paul Sveratus (MY 1T amm)
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Paul Gerhardt seems to have lived in Wittenberg for 18 years. After he
had finished his courses at the University and having become a candidate for
the pastoral office, he lived off of his meager earnings as a tutor. In 1643, he
was hired to be a tutor in the home of an attorney in Berlin. The attorney’s
name was Andreas Barthold who, about 12 years later, became Gerhardt’s
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father-in-law.

Here in Berlin, in Brandenburg, Paul Gerhardt became a good friend
of the poet Michael Schirmer and the famous musician Johann Crueger who
was the cantor and director of music in the Church of St. Nicolai. Johann
Crueger was about 9 years older than Paul Gerhardt and was one of the most
distinguished musicians and tune composers of that time. He composed 71
chorales of which 12 are found in The Lutheran Hymnal. Recognizing Ger-
hardt’s gift for writing hymns, Crueger saw to it that many of his friend’s
hymns were published—having written the melodies to go with them.

A Pastor AT LAstT—MARRIAGE—MORE TRIALS

Finally, when Paul Gerhardt was 44 years old, he receved a call to his
first pastorate, having been highly recommened by the Berlin clergy. Hav-
ing accepted the call, he became pastor of a Lutheran congregation in Mitten-
walde where he was installed on November 18, 1651. At his ordination Ger-
hardt pledged his wholehearted support for the Book of Concord of 1580 be-
cause the Lutheran Confession set forth what is plainly taught in the Bible.
He served at Mittenwalde for about 4 years before he asked Anna Maria
Barthold to be his bride. Now, besides the bitter sorrows and griefs of the
Thirty Years’ War and its aftermath, Gerhardt, at the age of 49, would begin
to experience his own personal tribulations.

Maria’s first child, a daughter, died in infancy. Later, when they had
enjoyed their wedded life for only 12 years, the Lord took Maria to be with
Him in heaven. Before this, two other children had died, and a fourth was
taken shortly before Mrs. Gerhardt’s own death—during her last serious
illness in March of 1668. At Eastertide of that year, Paul Gerhardt, at the
age of 61, found himself alone with his last living child, a six year old boy
whom he and Maria had named Paul Friedrich. Gerhardt’s good friend, Jo-
hann Crueger, had also died six years earlier.

TriarLs In BErLIN

In 1657, two years after he had married Maria, Paul Gerhardt accepted
a call as the 3rd pastor at St. Nicolai Church in Berlin where his friend Jo-
hann Crueger was cantor. Here he was loved as a pastor and a poet and he
and his wife enjoyed the fellowship of the dear friends whom they had known
before. (Maria had grown up in Berlin, and Paul had been a tutor in her home
for 8 years.) But here, too, a crisis arose which upset whatever tranquility
the Lord permitted Paul Gerhardt to enjoy in this life. In Berlin he exper-
ienced his greatest trials—this time Satan’s attacks were levelled at his pas-
toral office.

Elector Friedrich Wilhelm the Great, Ruler of Brandenburg—Prussia,
was a Calvinist. He, therefore, favored the Reformed Church over against
the Lutherans, and, in order to retain a peaceful relationship between them,
he insisted, by Electoral Edict, that none of the pastors were to debate from
the pulpit the differences between the Lutherans and the Reformed. Moreov-
er, he demanded that all of the pastors subscribe to this edict and sign it. Any
pastor refusing to sign the edict or disregard it in his preaching would be
deposed from his office. This edict, of course, was unacceptable to Paul Ger-
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hardt who despised such an attempt to muzzle the pulpit and who held the
confessional position of the Lutheran Church very precious. He met with the
other Lutheran pastors in Berlin and urged them to stand firm and not to
surrender to the demands of the Great Elector. Maria stood faithfully by her
husband and fully supported his position.

The Elector regarded the position of the Lutheran pastors as stubborn-
ess and Paul Gerhardt was deposed from his office. He was even prohibited
from holding private services in his own home. Although his being put out of
office must have been a great blow for him to bear, Gerhardt met it with Chris-
tian fortitude and courage. He said, “This is only a small Berlin affliction; but
I am also willing and ready to seal with my blood the evangelical truth, and,
like my namesake, St. Paul, to offer my neck to the sword.”

The entire community arose as one man to petition the Elector in behalf
of the beloved pastor. After three petitions from various groups in the com-
munity the Elector gave the order that Paul Gerhardt be reinstated to his
office without having to sign the edict. The messenger of the Elector, how-
ever, informed Gerhardt that he would be expected to conform to the Elec-
tor’s wishes and not to preach against the Reformed doctrine. (One Lutheran
pastor was brought before the magistrates because he had used the expres-
sion “the blood of God” (Acts 20:28) in one of his sermons. The preacher
had not referred to the Reformed doctrine at all, but this expression was re-
garded as in itself an attack upon Calvinism.) This made Gerhardt’s accep-
tance of his reinstatement an impossibility because he could not abide by the
Elector’s conditions. The Elector therefore ordered the magistrate to replace
Paul Gerhardt with a different pastor. Thus on February 4, 1667, Gerhardt’s
ministry in Berlin came to an end—but so deeply did the members of his
former flock love him that they continued to contribute toward his support.
(It was about one year later that his beloved wife Maria and a son were taken
from him by death, and Paul Gerhardt was left alone with his one remaining

child.)

GeruArDpT’s LAasT YEARS

In the Fall of the same year in which Maria died, Gerhardt received a
call to serve a congregation in Luebben, Germany. He began his work there
on Trinity Sunday of the following year, 1669. Little is known of his work at
Luebben except that here too the closing seven years of his life were not with-
out their measure of trouble and sorrow. Little Paul Friedrich was only 13
when, on June 7, 1676, his father was summoned by God to join the choir
that sings before His eternal throne. Just before his death, the poet-pastor
repeated the eighth stanza of his own hymn, “Why Should Cross and Trial
Grieve Me?”—then, closing his eyes he fell asleep in Jesus.

So ended the life of this great Psalmist of Germany who had composed
131 songs and poems under conditions which might have moved a person to
weep rather than sing. As Gerhardt would rather be deposed from office than
be silent on points of doctrine, so his hymns give expression to the great truths
of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. He voices the joyous faith,
the fervent love, and the glorious hope of every true and devout Christian,
chastened in the furnace of affliction and safely anchored in the comforting
promises of God’'s Word. His poetry is strong and tender, not weakened by
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sentimental, ego-centric pietism or sapless rationalism.

In the Lutheran Church at Luebben there hangs a life-sized portrait of
Paul Gerhardt with this inscrption: “A Theologian Sifted In Satan’s Sieve.”
This is indeed a true epitome of his sad life-story.

Only nine years after the death of Paul Gerhardt, the greatest musician
of the Lutheran Church (and perhaps of the whole world) was born in Ei-
senach, Germany (March 21, 1685). His name was Johann Sebastian Bach.
As a composer, and one well-versed in the Scriptures, Bach delighted in the
bymns of Paul Gerhardt. In Bach’s works the true significance of Gerhardt’s
hymns is highlighted, for example, notice how Bach punctuates the Scripture
texts which he uses in his St. Matthew’s Passion with the 9th stanza of Ger-
hardt’s hymn, “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” (TLH, 172), in the follow-
ing excerpt:

“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land un-
to the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying,

Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani?

That is to say, My God, my God, Why hast Thou forsaken me?
Some of them that stood there when they heard that, said,

This man calleth for Elias.

And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge and filled it

with vinegar and put it on a reed, and gave Him to drink. The rest
said,

Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.

Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the
ghost.”

(Then come Paul Gerhardt’s words) :

“My Savior, be Thou near me
When death is at my door;

Then let Thy presence cheer me,
Forsake me nevermore!

When soul and body languish,
Oh, leave me not alone,

But take away mine anguish

By virtue of Thine own!”

~—Stephen P .Bloedel
(submitted through his pastor)
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AROUND THE WORLD

.o with eclitorial comment

It’s unclear whether any parish priests plan to bet on the Super Bowl.
However, one member of the flock is convinced that a gambling illness is af-
flicting the Catholic Church. Writing in the January issue of the U. S. Cath-
olic, Ken Maafe maintains that the church has become a “dice-a-holic” de-
pendent on wagering to supplement its coffers. His treatise is a fervent chal-
lenge to holy rolling. “Visiting sailors used to seek a back-alley crapshoot
or after-hours poker game to double their shore-leave pay,” he writes. “Now
all they have to do is stroll into the Church of the Holy Trifecta to find a
den of iniquity unrivaled by any Las Vegas casino. There’s practically a bet-
ting parlor under every steeple.” Maafe discerns hypocrisy rampant as pas-
tors preach on the evils of gamblng and then promote Las Vegas nights, bin-
go and ‘“nights at the races.” Imagine the reaction, he says, if a diocese an-
nounced it was opening a massage parlor to help pay for a new parking lot.

The order of the Jesuits (founded by Ignatius Loyola in the early 1500)
within the Roman Catholic Church espoused the teaching that “the end jus-
tifies the means.” In other words, if the end is worthy then the action taken
to reach that end is also worthy even though in itself that action may be
wrong. Thus, in the eyes of the Roman Church, gambling (bingo, etc.,) is
openly advertised and practiced in Roman Catholic Churches throughout our
nation as being good wholesome entertainment with the proceeds going to
the Church. The Lord, however, warns through the Prophet Isaiah ““W oe
unto them that call evil good, and good evil,” Is. 5:20. No, the end does not
justify using means which are conirary to the Word of God. The manner in
which the work in Christ’s Kingdom is to be supported is stated very expli-
citly by the Lord in Corinthians: “Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him”...I Cor. 16:
2; “Lvery man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver,” II Cor. 9:7.

#OnGuSnSufufuirugninniugs

Ordination of women must not be given up for the sake of Christian
unity. The United Methodist Commission on Christian Unity and Interre-
ligious Concerns, reviewing the “Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry” state-
ment by the World Council of Churches (WCC), said that “so strongly are
we convinced that God is calling both women and men to ministry, and that
willingness to ordain women is required if we are to remain faithful to our
understanding of the Gospel, that we cannot allow any prospect that or-
dination of women could be given up for the sake of Christian unity.” Mem-
ber churches of the WCC, some of which do not ordain women, were urged
to recall that “in Christ there is neither male nor female in the sense of
worth, dignity, community and ministry.”

The mainline denominations which officially have endorsed the ordina-
tion of women to the pastoral office have encountered some stiff opposilion
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on the part of some local congregations and their pastors. For example,
when a woman was ordained into the Episcopalian priesthood this last De-
cember in Dallas, Texas, a vigorous protest was registered by some Episco-
palians in spite of the fact that the Episcopal Church approved ordination
for women in 1976. Unfortunately, the United Methodist Commission
speaks contrary to the plain words of God concerning the position of wo-
men in the Church. God is NOT calling women into the Pastoral office!
God FORBIDS it! “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it
is not permitted unto them to speak”...I Cor. 14:834,35. “But I suffer not
a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence,”
I Tim. 2:12. These plain words of our Lord do not imply an inferiority on
the part of Christian women, for they too, are the recipients of all the bless-
ings of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, Gal. 3:28. Rather, it refers
to the position or function of women in the Church ordained by God Him-
self. What arrogance when one sets these Scriptural principles aside! Every
sincere Christian woman should be careful not to be unduly influenced by
worldly attitude in this matter, but strive to follow what the LORD OF
THE CHURCH commands in His Word!

HPnGuGnGuPuSrPrdndrdngnde

Federal health officials have attributed a measels outbreak spread across
15 states to Christian Scientists who, for religious reasons, are not vaccin-
ated. On July 24, a 17-year-old girl who had been exposed to measles in
California came down with the disease while attending a central Colorado
mountain camp for Christian Scientists, the national Centers for Disease
Control reported. In camp, the girl came in contact with all 25 counselors
and 110 campers between 14 and 25 years old. None had been vaccinated
against measles, in keeping with Christian Science belief. The camp was
shut down July 27, and state health departments offered measles vaccinat-
ions to the families of the campers. But few accepted the vaccine, and 31
campers and three counselors in 15 states came down with measles after
leaving camp. Another 16 cases occurred later among unvaccinated people
in the campers’ households.

According to their founder, Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910), “man is
incapable of sin, sickness, and death” therefore medication, vaccines, etc.,
are not necessary for her followers. But the above news item shows once
again that they are just as susceptible to diseases and illnesses as everyome
else. 4s we Christians well know, we should make proper use of the means
at our disposal (food, drink, physicians medication, etc.) lest we become
guilty of transgressing God’s command, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God,” Matt. 4:7. The question often arises, however,if a person should
be forced to submit to medical treatment when opposed to it for religious
reasons. Here we might answer: it depends upon the circumstances. If the
individual is a competent adult and refuses medical treatment and no one
else will be exposed to danger by his lack of it, then it would seem that the
individual’s request should be honored. If, however, the patient is a child
then it would appear that in some cases the State would have every right to
intervene even though the parents may object because of their personal be-
liefs. So also if there be danger of an epidemic, then the State surely has
the right to issue quarantine regulations or require immunization when there
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is a danger of an epidemic because of contagious diseases. Alihough we live
in a country where freedom of conscience is assured, the State dare never
jeopardize the welfare of the majority of its citizens simply to accomo-

date the peculiar views of a mmomty Freedom dare never be used for

chense.
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Six Soviet cosmonauts said they witnessed the most awe—inspiriing
pectaclc €ver CJJ.LUU.II.UCJ.Cd iii Spacc—a band of gLG""Iﬂg angels with vvuxsa as
big as jumbo jets. According to Weekly World News, cosmonauts Vladimir
Solevev, Oleg Atkov and Leonid Kizim said they first saw the celestial beings
last July, during their 155th day aboard the orbiting Salyut 7 space station.
“What we saw,”’ they said, “were seven giant figures in the form of humans,
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faces were round with cherubic smiles.”” Twelve days later, the figures re-
turned and were seen by three other Soviet scientists, including woman cos-
monaut Svetlana Savitskaya. “They were smiling,” she said, “‘as though they
shared in a glorious secret.”

How interesting to read such comments from those who have been taught
the official Communist Party lies “There is no God!” These cosmonauts
learned from the Russian Encyclopedia (1950), “God—a mythical invented
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lief in God” . .. One wonders, therefore, what kind of press coverage was giv-
en to these observations of the cosmonauts in the Soviet Union! We pray that
if what they reported is true, their consciences were aroused sufficiently that
they would turn to the revealed knowledge of God, the Holy Scriptures, and
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nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:28) and “he that believeth
on the Son, hath everlasting life,” John 3:36. Although the holy angels do
not know the day and hour of the Lord’s return (Mark 13:32), they know

that the Day will come and they all will accompany Him when He bursts
'Fnrf}: in the cloude n‘F heaven /h/’n-l'f 25:81 ) u Plomim fiao doleismo wosm_
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geance on them that know not God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (11 Thess. 1:8). No wonder we are told that “He that sitteth

in the heavens shall laugh” (Ps. 2:}) at the feeble and futile efforts of puny
man to destroy God!
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