
Volume XXXI. -July and Augusf, 1986 N,u.mbers 7 and 8. 

Pray 
Without 

Ceasing! 
-THESSALONIAN~S 6:11. 



Pta.tetuent of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
;; J:‘*g;‘t-’ the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
;: : ::u~:ht by the true Lutheran Church 
in .fu.l accordance with the Book of Con- 
coral c;f 1889, and the Brief Statement GP 
1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives, 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and me- 
ditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
t:iat we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
i iic same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical in- 
formation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happen- 
ings in the church and among the nations 
as signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 

may create a wrong ImpresMon. 
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“REMEMBER THEM... WHO HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE WORD 

OF GOD, WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW,CONSIDERING THE END OF THEIR 
CONVERSATION." -Hebrews 13 :?’ 

Each summer, as delegates and guests assemble for our annual conven- 
tion, they look forward particularly to the sermons, essays, and devotions 
founded on the precious truths of Scripture by which their faith is strength- 
ened, their spiritual growth is enhanced, and their resolve to forge ahead in 
the Lord’s work is rekindled. Even the reports of officers and committees, 
though they offer a brief glance at our efforts of the past year and evaluate 
our progress, concentrate on recommendations for the weeks, months and 
years ahead. And finally, in the adoption of motions and resolutions, the en- 
tire Conference focuses its attention on the future with the prayer that the 
Lord of the Church continue to bless our mutua.l brotherly, and truly humble 
efforts to His eternal glory and to the welfare of His kingdom among us. 
And so it should be, that we remain forwardlooking and confidently optimis- 
tic under the Lord’s gracious hand. 

But there is also a need to loo,k back once in a. while to rec,ount in sincere 
gratitude all the mercies and all the truth which our heavenly Father has so 
abundantly bestowed upon us for Jesus’ sake and to take st,ock of our many 
blessings of the past. At our recent convention in Lebanon, we had a special 
opportunity to do just that as we looked back over the pastoral career and 
faithful Conference leadership ,of our outgoing President, the Rev. H. Dav- 
id Mensing of Tinley Park, Illinois. For, at the close of the Saturday sessions, 
President Mensing laid down his gavel for the last time in our C,onference, 
recognizing that., under our newly-adopted regulation excluding all but pas- 
tors in the Scriptural sense from ho,lding offices constitution.ally reserved for 
“pastors,” he would be ineligible to hold o&es in the future. As Pastor Men- 
sing reported in the May-June issue, he had officially retired from the Holy 
Ministry as of the end of April, after thirty-eight years as the Pastor of 
Peace Congregation, he relinquished that office at the age of seventy-two, 
.approacbing his fiftieth year in the ministry. While the convention recognized 
by special resolution his c.ontributions to our Conference over the years, it is 
my singular privilege as your newly-e&ted President to devote this first col- 
umn to a fond and grateful remembrance of Pastor H. David Mensing--not 
only my precious fa.ther according to the flesh, but a spiritual father to many 
among us and a dear and cherished brother to all of us. 

Having clearly marked the heterodoxy of the Missouri Synod by person- 
ally signing numerous memorials of protest to its 1950 convention, which 



memorials were either rejected or ignored,, Pastor Mensing became one of 
the founding members of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference at. Okabena, 
Minnesota in September, 195 1. Subsequently he was unscripturally deposed 
from his pastorate in Tinley Park at the urging of synodical officials but man- 
aged by the grace of God to salvage a small remnant of the congregation 
which reorganized as Peace Ev. Lutheran Church. When an unfortunate split 
occurred in the O.L.C. in 1956, our faithful brethren held onto the precio8us 
unity of the Spirit they ha.d enjoyed together in the bond of peace and con- 
tinued to function as a conference under the appropriate name “CONCOR- 
D IA.” 

In the thirty years that followed, Pa&or Mensing served ten terms as 
our President, seven terms as our Vice, President and chairman of our Com- 
mittee on Lutheran Union; .and he occasionally served also in other of&es and 
cap.acities. From 1969 until this past June, he was Associate Professor of 
Theology at our Conference semirrary where he taught Biblical languages, 
hermeneutics and exegesis, dogmatics and homiletics. Together with Pastors 
Bloedel and Natterer, who also go back to 0kaben.a in 195 I, Pastor Mensing 
has been one of the “old guard” of our beloved Conference. His unstinting 
loyalty to the Word of God and scrupulous adherance to our confessional po- 
sition throughout the years helped our brethren weather many controversies, 
upheavals and defections occasioned by Satan who in vain .atttempted to 
destroy our blessed unity and drive us off our true course. 

We owe those brethren in particular a great debt of gratitude in theLord 
for their faithfulness, courage and tenacity, to the praise of His neverfail- 
ing gr.ace ; and, according to Hebrews 13 :7 quoted above, we can best remem- 
ber them now and in the time to come by IMITATING THEIR FAITH, 
LOOKING AT THE RESULT OF THEIR CONDUCT. The Lord of the 
Church has indeed been gracious beyond all that we could ever ask or think. 
in preserving to us such men as these: lion-hearted defenders of God’s truth, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, with wisdom and knowledge from His Word, and 
at the same time humble and loving servants of their Savior and of one ano- 
ther. In imitating their faith, however, may we always remember that it is 
GOD which worketh in us, both to will and to do of His good pleasure, so 
that ALL the glory for their faith, as well as for the blessed resdt of that 
faith, is rendered alone to HIM. 

In that spirit, our 1986 Convention unanimously passed the following 
resolution : 

WHERE14S our out-going President, the Rev. H. David 
Mensing, has served our Conference faithfully for many 
years ; and 

WHEREAS the Rev. H. David Mensing has recently 
retired fro,m his pastoral office and now, although no long- 
er eligible for the office of President or any other office 
in our Conference which requires the services of a pastor 
in the Scriptural sense of the Word, is an esteemed p.astor 
emeritus among us, whose wise judgment and valued abeti- 
ity in the use of God’s Word down through the years has 
been greatly #appreciated ; 



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we continue tie 
use his cherished services among us on whatever committee 
he would be available to serve in an advisory capacity, 
with appropriate travel expenses, and that at this Con- 
vention we honor him by singing at this time Hymn 483. 

The entire assembly joined in the hymn, “God of the Prophets, Bless 
the Prophets’ Sons ;” and immediately thereafter stood to give President 
Mensing a sustained ovation. 

We are particular.ly grateful that the Lord has continued to bless Pas- 
tor Emeritus &Iensing with good health and strength, and we pray that God 
will preserve him to us for many yea,rs to come in soundness of mind and 
body, that we may have time by God’s grace to imitate his f,aith and see it 
redound to the glory of our heavenly Father and to the welfare of His king- 
dom among us in generations to come. 

0 bless Thy Word alway, 

Our sozrls forever feeding; 

And may we never lack 

A faithfwl shepherd’s leading! 

-David T. Mensing, President 

NOTICE TO 
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS 

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of Christian eon- 

gregations banded together to carry out the Lord’s work more effectively 

through cooperative effort. One of our joint endeavors is the operation of a 

Theological Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry, If you 

are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but are at present 

without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we can help to supply your need. 

Won’t you contact US. 7 For further information concerning us and our doe- 

t.rinal position, call or write: 

COMMiTTEE ON MISSIONS : 

Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Chairman 

Wilmot, South Dakota, 57279 

Telephone (605) 9384710 



Why Insist on Inerrancy? 
CAN YOU TRUSTYOURLORD AND SAVIOR?-OR NOT? 

When we discuss “inerrancy,” as this is mentioned in our title, reference 
is made to the inerr.ancy of Holy Scripture, that is, its being without error; 
not indeed in its copying, editing, or the many varying tr.anslations of our 
day, but its original autographs and as our Lord has promised to preserve it 
for all times in, of course, correct tra.nslation. (2 Tim. 3 :16 ; 2 Pet. 1~21; 
1 Cor. 2:13; h%att. 5:18; 28:18-20) 

And when we discuss hrrancy, we must discuss right along with it the 
Scripture doctrine of verbal inspiration. If the latter is true, then Scripture, 
being in every word the Word of God, must be inerrant; while, if verbal in- 
spiration is not true but a fraud, then the Scripture is not inerrant but full 
of error. This relationship is evident already in our “synodical” catechism, 
page 41, which our readers would do well to consult if only briefly. There, 
after Questoon an.d Answer 10, where verbal inspiration is &fir&, we follow 
immediately with Question 11: “Whose word, the?&, is every word of the Bi- 
ble?” And we #answer : “Every word of the Bible is God’s Word, and there- 
fore the Bible is without error.” 

Among our fathers of Reformation times there was t.he universal agree- 
ment about the inspiration, inerrancy, and authority of the Scriptures. It 
should therefore not surprise us that in our old confessions, the Book of Con- 
cord of 1580, there is not even one article explicitely devoted to this subject. 
In the Lutheran Confessions the terms “Scripture” and “the Word of God” 
are simply used interchangeably. Luther, too, would hardly have meant some- 
thing else by “the Word of God” in the Small Catechism than in the Smal- 
cald Articles, where it clearly means the Bible. For in the Small Catechism 
the questions “which is that Word of God?,” 6‘ which are such words and pro- 
mises of God ?” and “where is tins written 3” obviously amount to the same 
thing. 

How then did it come to pass that, in our times now, there is a widespread 
denial of the verbal inspiration, incrrancy and authority of Holy Scripture ? 
Without going too heavily into history, let us just note as briefly as possible 
the following historic.al developments. 

For about a hundred years afteir the Book of Concord there prevailed in 
Europe the Age of Orthodoxy, during which the heritage of the Reforma- 
tion w.as carefully taught and defended by such stalwart theo,logians as Mar- 
tin Chemnitz, John Gerhard, Quenstedt? Calov, and others. But a reaction to 
this then came in the form of Pietism, a movement which stressed life rather 
than doctrine, sanctification rather than justification, and pious experience 
rather than Scripture alone. This Pietdsm softened up the substance of Scrip- 
ture doctrine and in turn made the w.ay for the Age of Rationalism, or ration- 
al enlightenment as it is sometimes designated. This movement turned man’s 
reason from the servant of God’s Word into a Eord over God’s Word. It fos- 
tered the supremacy of human reason. Mankind, it maintained, had “come of 
a,ge” and no longer needed the “primitive superst.itions” and the religious 
authority of Scripture. This spirit of rationalistic unbelief soon spread into 



the theological faculties of the state universities in Europe where the clergy 
were trained. In an age of liberty, equality, and fraternity, it became unthink- 
able that one .ancient book, the Bible, should have any special privileges, and 
it was ther,efore treated like all other ancient documents, subj ect to the same 
“supreme court” of critical scholarship. This, in turn, then developed into 
what was “perfected’ in the nineteenth century and is used very widely to- 
day, even in prominent “Lutheran” circles as the “historical-criticalal method” 
of Bible study. This is also the foundation of the present-day hankering after 
religious unionism and ecumenism. For if there really is no such thing .as the 
inspiration, inerrancy, and authority of Scripture, how can there be any co- 
gent reason to distinguish between God’s Word and human expediency, be- 
tween true doctrine and false doctrine? 

This observation, in turn, brings us head on to the title to this article, 
“Why insist on inerrancy ?” and of our subtitle, “Can you trust your Lord 
and Savior, or not?” 

The “moderns,” whether they call themselves unbelievers or Christians 
liberals or conservatives, all approach their study of the Bible with the pre- 
supposition that it is not, either in full or in part, the inerrant Word of God. 
The majority of those who still want to be regarded as Christians claim that 
only those statements are true which in their “Christian self-consciousness,” 
they themselves are personally convinced that they are true. Thus they deny 
that Scripture is the objective truth of God, .and they demonstrate the wicked 
pride and self-oonceit of making themselves the judges of our Lord and Sav- 
ior, of which we shall presently see some obvious examples. On the other hand 
the Christian, because he is a Christian and believes the Lord, not because of 
his own “pious self-consciousness” but because the Lord Himself has created 
this faith in his heart, approaches his Scripture study with the presupposi- 
tion (the faith) that the Bible is God’s Word, and with that prayer of the 
Psalmist, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous thin.gs out of 
thy Law. . . . Thy testimonies also are my debight and my counsellort,” Psalm 
119 :m, 21. 

The Lord Jesus, on whom we stake our eternal salvation, put His di- 
vine authority -back of the Bible. He endorsed every single statement and 
word of the prophets and apostles when He solemnly declared concerning the 
single word “gods” in Ps. $2 :6, “And the Scripture cannot be broken,‘> John 
10 :35. (See also, of the apostles: John 17 :17, 20.) 

The critics of the Bible make a great variety and many hundreds of ac- 
cusations against it. They accuse it of misquotations from the Old Testament, 
of discrepancies in records of various happenings, of self-contradictions, and 
many other terrible things, which we do not have sufficient space to write of 
in this comparatively brief article. Very many of these are treated and plain- 
ly answered in a most wonderful book, Scripture Cannot Be Broken, written 
by Dr. Theo. Engelder, a volume of some four hundred and ninety pager 
orginally published by Concordia Publishing House. To this, as well as to 
Dr. F. Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, we would refer the reader for 
further and detailed study of these matters. 

But for now, just consider the following samples. It is claimed by many 
that Moses did not write the Pentateuch, that is the first five books of the 



Bible, but that the Pentateuch is a much later compilation from four differ- 
ent sources designated as JEDP. It is thcref0r.e of course also claimed, by 
means of a “pious self-conscio,usness,” that the creation story is a myth and 
old wives’ tale, which paves the way very easily for the theory of evolution. 
But note that our dear Lord and Savior gave His full approval both to the 
creat,i.on account and to the en&e Pentateuch as He said to the Jews, “Haue 
ye not read, that He which made them at the beginning made them male and 
female?” Matt 19 ~4, and again to the unbelieving Jews, “Had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed iMe; for h.e wrote of Me. But if ye beliieve, not 
his writings how shall ye believe My words. 2” John 5 :46, 47. Others claim 
that the account of the Flood is not really history but mythology. But hear 
Jesus’ #answer : ‘<As the days of Xoe were, so shall also the coming of the Son 
of Man be,” Matt. 24 :37. Still ot.hers hold that Abraham was not a real per- 
son but a legendary figure. But again hear the Lord Jesus tell the unbeliev- 
iag Jews, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day; and he saw it and, 
was gEad,” John 8 :56. Still others poke fun at Jonah being in the whale’s 
belly for three days before he was spued up. But hear Jesus’ answer to this 
and His reference of it to His own resurrection on the third day : “As Jonas 
was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of Man 
be three duys and three nights in the heart of the earth,” Matt. 12 :PO. Is it 
any wonder then that many of these modern critics also deny the. resurrec- 
tion of the flesh * : ! We could only give these mo,st terrible critics of the Bible 
some credence if they would simply come straight out and sa.y that they don’t 
want to be recognized as Christians at all. 

Our dear readers, can you now understand the reason for making the 
title of this article, “Why insist on inerrancy ?” and its subtitle, “Can ym 
trust your Lord and Savior ?-or not ?” Remember your S,avior’s gracious 
words to you : “Be th0.u FWJ.WFUL unto death and I will give thee a crown of 
life,” Rev. 2 :lO. Likewise His earnest warning: “Whosoever therefore shall 
be ashamed of me A,NL) OF IMY WORDS in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration; of him also sh.all the Son of Man, be: ashamed, when He cometh in 
the glory of His Father with the holy onlay&,” Mark 8 :38. 

-H.D.M. 



The fundamental principle regarding the proper relation as it ought to 
obtain betweeti Church and State is most clearly set forth by Christ Himself : 
“Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s and unto God the thing8 
that are God’s,” M.att. 22 :2f. The duties of both are plainly set side by side. 
There’s no reason why they should conflict, and they should be kept separate: 
The Church not interfering with the business of the State, and vice versa, the 
State not mingling with the affairs of the Church. 

World and church history show l us what happens when this Scriptural 
principle is violated in extremes. The political and religious freedoms of en- 
tire nations are lost. Political .and religious persecution runs ramplant. Most 
of our forefathers had to leave such countries where political- and religious 
oppression, due to the violation of the mentioned Scriptural principle, ma& 
their true worship of God in accordance with His Word impossible. They 
came to a country, the U.S.A., where reputedly the Scriptural principle of 
the separation of Church and State was upheld according to its Constitution. 
Certainly, comp,a.re.d to miany countries in the world wh,etre this principle is 
not observed, our country is still the “land of the free.” 

However, due to the influence of and lobbyists for such groups as have 
no godly attitude toward God’s Word nor the Constitution of our nation, the 
principle of the separation of Church and State is increasingly being violat- 
ed by our government at various lev6l.s and by the liberal churches. Let us 
cite a few glowing samples of such current violations: The establishment of 
diplomatic relations between our governmetit and the Vatican (the Pope’s 
government) ; the hiring and utilization of chaplains by governments on var- 
ious levels ; imposing of Sabbath laws (also called the “blue laws”) upon all 
citizens; or busing of church-operated school .students with State-owned ve- 
hicles; interference by the State in the operation of church-owned schools; 
auricular prayers and teaching of religion iiz the public schools;ete. 

Against such violations of the Scriptural principle of separation of 
Church and State, we as orthodox Lutherans will continue to protest and to 
reiterate our Scriptural stand as stated in the 28th Article of the Augsburg 
Confession, Trig. p. 85 : “Since the power of the Church grants eternal things 
and is exercised only by the ministry of the Word, it does not ititerfere with 
civil government; no more than the art of singing interferes with civil gov- 
ernment. For civil government deals with other things than does the Gospel. 
The civil rulers defend not minds, but bodies and bodily things agatit IIL~~- 
if est injuries, and restrain men with the sword and bodily punishmmts in 
order to preserve civil justice and peace. THEREFORE THE POWER OF 
THE CHURCH AND THE CIVIL POWER MUST NOT BE CON- 
FOUNDED.” 

-E.E.E. 



The 35th Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference was 
held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon. The Convention was 
opened with a divine service in which the local pastor, the Rev. M. L. Nat- 
terer, served .as the liturgist and the President of the Conference the Ref;T. H. 
David Mensing, Pastor Emeritus of Peace congregation, Tinley Park, Illinois, 
preached an instructive and edifying sermon on prayer based on Psalm 50 :lYj. 
The offerings received in this service were designated for the General Treus- 
ury of the Conference. 

Present were 6 pastors, inchdin g our Missionary-at-Large, ?’ delegat- 
es, 4 alternate delegates, plus approximately 150 visitors. 

The essay for this Convention was prepared by the Rev. E. R. Stallings, 
Jr., of our sister congregation in San Antonio, Texas. The essay, entitled: 
“PRAYER : THE TRULY CHRISTIAN, SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE 
AND PRACTICE,” explaining the nature of prayer as well as its practice 
was solidly based upon clear passages of Scripture, and w.as, therefore, not 
only instructional but also edifying. It served as an excellent pr.actical appli- 
cation of the theme of our Convention, “PRAY WITHOUT CEASING,” I 
Thessalonians 5 : 17. 

Each of the sessions of the Convention was opened with an appropriate 
devotion led by one of our pastors 

The results of the election of officers and standing Committees were aa 
follows : 

President: Rev. David T. Mensing 

Vice-president: Rev. Paul R. Bloedel 

Secretary: Rev. Mark W. Dierking 

Treasurer : Mr. Victor K. Bloedel 

Board Member (Mid-West) : Mr. Lloyd D. M.artin 

BoardMember (Far-West) : Mr. Robert Bloedel 

The following committees were elected: 1) EDITORIAL COMMIT- 
TEE: Rev. E. R. Stallings, Rev. M. L. Natterer, Lloyd E. Martin; 2) 
COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION: Rev. P. R. Blocdel, 
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Rev. H. David .Mensing, Phillip R. Martin,; 3) COM- 
MITTEE ON MISSIONS : Rlev. M. W. Dierking, Rev. E. R. Stallings, Dan 
Bloedel, Lloyd D. Martin, Henry Fischer; COMMITTEE ON LUTHER- 
AN UNION: Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Rev. M. W. Dierking, Rev. H. David Men- 
sing, Rev. E. E. Erickson; FINANCE COMMITTEE: Victor K. Bloedel, 
Richard Jurgens, Phillip Martin, Elvin Stallings ; PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOARD OF CONTROL: Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Rev. M. W. D&king, Robert 
Blaedel, Victor K. Bloedel, Raymond Kusumi. 

Each Committee submitted its report to the Convention, aII of which 
were a testimony of how the Lord has blessed and prospered the work of the 
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Conference during this past year. Many of these reports included speciEc re- 
solutions for the furtherance of the Lord’s work, resolutions which included 
the adoption of a new Peripatetic Seminary Training System, a decision to 
continue the work of our Missionary-at-L,arge, a work which the Lord has 
truly blessed duriing the past year, as well as a resolution to conduct Luther- 
an Union meetings in the forum of a Plenary Pastoral Conference with the 
Lutheran Churches of the Reformation (LCR) . 

Other resolutions adopted by the Conference included: 1) proposed 
changes to our Constitution, l 2) the establishment of a Studeut Aid Fund for 
future seminarians; and, 3) a special resolution honoring the Rev. H. Drrv- 
id Mensing for his faithful years o$f service to our Conference. 

The Convention adopted a budget for fiscal 1986-1987 of $26,300,00 to 
carry on the work of our Conference in the Lord’s vineyard. 

The announcement of the defection from our Conference of the former 
Professor-President of our Seminary, the Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, in our “CL” 
by the Rev. H. David Mensing, President of our Conference last year, was 
reaffirmed by the Conference in Convention assembled. 

An invitation from Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, to 
host the 1987 Convention (June 26-28) was gratefully accepted by the Con- 
vention assembled. 

We give thanks unto God first and foremost for the blessed fellowship 
marked by the “unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” which was so very 
evident ,at this Convention. The Christian hospitality of the pastor loci, the 
Rev. M. L. Natterer, and the members of St. John’s was beyond compare and 
and we praise and thank God for their labors of love. And finally we give 
thanks unto God for the unspeakable blessings of His Word, which was so 
clearly taught and proclaimed in the essay, sermons and devotions at the Con- 
vention; and we pray God that He would preserve among us that precious 
Word which alone is the light of God which leads man to the salvation which 
is in Christ Jesus. Dear Father in heaven, teach us, remind us, and help us by 
Thy Spirit to indeed “Pray Without Ceasing” that Thou wouldst continue to 
grant the blessing in our midst of pure doctrine solidly grounded in Thy Word 
alone, while praising Thee, from whom all blessings flow. We ask this in Je- 
sus’ Name and to His glory, Amen. 

Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Secretary 



“Remember Now Thy Creator 
in the Days of Thy Youth.” 

The theme of Ecclesiastes is THE VANITY OF THIS EARTHLY 
LIFE. In Ecclesiastes 1:2, Solomon writes, “Vanity of vanities, saith the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities: all is vanity.” What does Solomon mean by these 
words? He means that in relation to our future home in heaven, and in view 
of the passing aw.ay of this sinful world, there is nothing in this life to set 
one’s heart on or to glory in. Work, pleasure, or whatever else we do is taint- 
ed by sin and laced with sorrow. Those things we may dream about as being 
the epitome of a happy and fulfilling life are never ideal. 

In this regard Solomon also wrote in Ecclesiastes 2 :9-11, “So 1 was 
great,and increased more than all that were before me .in Jerusalem: also my 
wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from 
them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my 
labour. Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on 
the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. Here Solomon is testi- 
fying how he was able to have and to enjoy the so-called “good life;” But 
when all was said and done, it was not really satisfying to the soul, nor worth 
sacrificing for. The things of this earthly life are no substitute for the spir- 
itual and eternal blessings of God’s grace. Only the Lord and His Wordgive 
the true happiness and contentment which neither money nor things can pro- 
vide. 

This is why both Christ and the Apostles said. the very same thing. Jes- 
us s,ays, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also,” Matt. 6 :19-20. And the Apostle Paul s,ays, 
“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into 
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content,” I Tim, 6 :6-8. 

It is in this context of the vanity of this earthly life that Solomon makes 
his appeal to young people. He says, “Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” By these words Solomon is urg- 
ing young people not to waste their youth by forgetting the Lord in order to 
chase #after vanities. Rather, young people should use the freshness and vital- 
ity of their youth to drink in and take to heart the Lord and His Word. What 
is special about youth is that it is the time when the mind is clearest and the 
heart is most teachable. As the years pass, life’s sorrows, troubles, sickness- 
es, and infirmities, tax the mind and heart. As Solomon says, “7$‘h& the evil 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them.” Since this is true, if the Christian faith is not firmly implanted with 
heartfelt conviction in youth, then the sorrows and troubles and added respon- 
sibilities of later life are more a,pt to wear down our faith and the convictions 



of the heart. 
Therefore, when Solomon says, “Remembep ww thy Creator in the days 

of thy youth,” he means that youth .a,re to take firm hold on the Lord now so 
that it will bqe easier to remember and believe in Him when you get older. This 
is why we provide Sunday School, C,atechism instruction, and youth fellow- 
ship for our young people. Usually the Seed of the Word of God gets more 
deeply implanted in younge.r years. Church statistics bear this out. It is a sta- 
tistical fact that those adults who remain most faithful in church attendance 
are those who learned of the Lord Jesus as children and were trained to be 
faithful in their youth. Of course, more important, God’s Word says this very 
thing. Proverbs 22 :6 says, “T rain up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

Let us now apply our text to the everyday life of our youth, What are 
some of the areas common to a young person’s life where it is important to 
remember the Lord ? Choosing one’s occupation or career is one such area. 
Ma.ny children have fanta.sies about what they want to be : a fireman, a po- 
liceman, a doctor, a nurse, a teacher, etc. Having such dreams and aspirations 
.are not wrong. However, as a child gets older and is about to enter adulthooNd, 
there must b+e a more mature approach than just admiring the glamour of 
some profession, One must consider what gifts and abilities God has given 
him. One may not be suited for a profession that he dream.ed of entering. 
More important, one should consider what the Lord wants him to do. RE- 
ME&lBER THE LORD! One should pray to the Lord for guidance and 
wisdom. In this regard a young person should consider whether a particular 
job or profession will jeopardize his faith. Some careers and occupations are 
couched in sinful practices to begin with. Actors .and actresses are often 
asked to play roles which are immoral. Even professional sports can be a very 
difficult occupation to live in as a Christian. Finally, if a Christian is concern- 
ed about his soul, he will take seriously whether or not he can afford a par- 
ticular job spiritually even though it may pay well monetarily, 

Likewise, will one’s job or career place him where he can no longer at- 
tend an orthodox church whereby in time his faith suffers. One must not 
rationalize that as long as he can attend a comparatively conservative Luth- 
eran church such as a Wisconsin Synod or Missouri Synod church, this is 
good enough. It is not good enough. If one knows that these churches preach 
false doctrine, but then he goes ahead and attends or joins such a church, he 
goes against the clear Word of God. James 4 :l’?’ says, “Therefore to him that 
know&h to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Also, the Bible says, 
“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump,” Gal. 5 :9. Many underestimate 
the power of the little leaven. They think it cannot and will not leaven them. 
Also, God’s Word teaches us that we are to MARK and avoid false teachers, 
Rom. 16:17. And again, the Lord Jesus says, ‘<For unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required,” Luke 12 :48. 

Here the influence of parents is very important. Parents should not seek 
to realize their o,wn lost dreams through their children. We should not even 
leave the impression that earthly success is finally what counts. In discussions 
with our young people we parents should come right out and say that our faith 
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and the Lord come first. Thus, if being faithful to God’s Word might stand 
in the way of some promising c,areer, we should consider which is the greater 
loss-the career, or one’s soul. Finally, the words of our Lord Jesus still 
stand, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God a,nd his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you,” Matt. 6 :33. No one can fudge on these 
words and actually get away with it spiritually. 

Moreover, since one of life’s most important decisions is tha.t of marriage, 
certainly a young person ought to remember the Lord in making such a 
decision. Young Christians ar,e foolish who rush into engagement and m,ar- 
riage without taking into consideration their faith in the Lord Jesus and His 
Word, Afterwards they realize it. To say that such faith has little bearing 
in marriage is simply contrary to God’s Word. And because the marriage of 
some Christians fails, is not the fault of their being Christians, but that one 
or both somewhere along the way fell away from the f,aith. 

Furthermore, the words of our text, “Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth,” apply to how our young people spend their time an.d in 
what activities they engage. A Christian should ever ask himself if he can bse 
comfortable with Christ .at his side in whatever he is doing. Some form of en- 
tertainments is not suitable for anyoneb let alone a Christian. A Christian 
young person should guard and protect his good conscience. The Bible says, 
“Holding faith and a good conscience,” I Tim. I : 19. Ag.ain the Bible says, 
cciVow the end of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a 
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned,” I Timothy 1:5. Of course, we should 
realize that a good conscience is molded by the Holy Spirit through the Word, 
The Holy Spirit uses a good conscience to help us guard against sin, and to 
work repentance where we do sin. However, if a Christian continually vio- 
lates his Christian conscience and quenches the Holy Spirit, it can happen 
that he is no longer ab.le to repent. This happened to King Saul in the Old 
Testament. 

In addition, a brief word is in order about choosing our friends. If our 
friends and buddies are those who constantly want us to do wrong and to for- 
get, our faith, such are not real friends. If you are not fortunate to find real 
Christians for friends and playmates, then find someone who is at least mor- 
al and honest. Bad company can spoil a young person’s faith. Solomon, who 
also wrote Proverbs, says on this point: “‘Enter not into the path of the wick- 
ed and go not into the way of evil men. Avoid it, pa.ss not by it, turn from 
it, and pass away. For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and 
their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. For they eat the 
bread of wickedness, and drink the w&e of violence. But the path of the 
just is as shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble: 
Proverbs 4:1+19. 

However, as a young person remembers the Lord, his Creator, Redeem- 
er, and Sanctifier, he will be able to live his life with true happiness and 
peace. True happiness and peace is in the heart. Such happiness comes alone 
thruough faith. .and trust in the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. How 
important and wonderful is the forgiveness of sins in the face of the many 



sins of youth. Youth is a. time of foolishness, indiscretion, and inexperience 
in dealing with the flesh. How blessed that because Christ died for all our 
sins, a young person can take the many sins of his youth to, the Lord and there 
find pardon and forgiveness. Where there is this happiness of faith a pergsn 
is able to be content no matter what his standard of liviiq may be. Thea, 
should his earthly endeavors be blessed with success, he can truly enjuy it 
with a good conscience because he received his success in conjunction with 
seeking first, the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

Thus, to remember the Lord our Creator is to entrust our entire life and 
our soul’s salvation into the Lord’s hands. Then when old age comes, &odd 
God see fit to grant it, we shall be able to still be young in heart through the 
peace of the forgiveness of sins. In Proverbs 15 :I 3 Solomon says, “A merry 
heart ma?;eth a cheerful countenance.” Such a merry heart is filled with the 
peace of God. No one grows old more gracefully and happily, even in the 
f.ace of pain, sorrow, ‘and trouble, t.han the Christian who continues to r-em- 
ber his Creator. Then he can say with Simeon of old, “Lord now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy Word,” Luke 2 :29. 

Let us therefore not wait until old age to begin to remember and think 
about the Lord. Rather, let us do as wise and experienced Solomon by inspira- 
tion of God counsels us to do : “ Remember now thy Creator in. the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” 

-E.&S. 

The Ugly Sin of Pretending 

To Be A Friend of Jesus ! 
In Luke 14:l we find the Lord Jesus invited to a feast at the home of 

one of the chief Pharisees. This, however, was only an outward act of friend- 
liness on the part of this man and his fellow Pharisees for the Bible gives us 
the reason behind their seemingly gracious invitation : “They watched Him.” 
Their politness and friendliness was merely a sham. In their hearts they were 
wicked and hostile men who sought to find something against Jesus, to en- 
tangle Him in His speech, to cause Him to do something which was improp- 
er and contrary to the Law a.nd for which t.hey could laccuse and condemn 
Him. Jesus, of course, knew all of t.his a.nd, although their friendliness was 
obnoxious to Him, yet He accepted their invitation and endured their hypo- 
crisy-for He had come to seek and to save even the Pharisees. 

“A pretense of friendliness to Jesus !“- words almost too ho#rrible to 
speak ! Yet these words perfectly describe and characterize all those false 
teachers and errorists, false religious leaders and lay people who use their 
knowledge and wisdom to draw people away from their S’a.vior-while at the 
same time pretending to bae great friends of Jesus. 

To this day, the Jews speak of Jesus as a great rabbi and prophet but 
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they still reject Him as their Savior. The Mormons, Christian Scientists, and 
Jehovah Witnesses speak of Jesus in glowing terms as though they were His 
best friends, yet they teach others not to believe in Him as the Son of God: 
Savior of the world. The Roman Catholic Church speaks highly of Jesus and 
confesses that He is indeed the Son of God, true God with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, ,and true Man born of the Virgin Mary, yet, a.t the same 
time, they adore and worship saints and deny the plain teachings of Christ. 
Especially they deny that.a person is saved by God’s grace. alone through faith 
alone in Christ as their personal Savior without their own good works and 
merits. Numerous brands of sectarian churches likewise act as th)ough they 
were the greatest friends of Jesus, yet insist on placing their own human 
reason and wisdom above the Word of God. Even most modern day Lutherans 
deny the Lord by teaching and practising contrary to His Word even though 
they may act as though Jesus were their greatest Frien.d. And we,too, who by 
God’s grace alone are true Luthera,n Christians, must be warned lest with 
our mouth we confess Jesus as our Friend but in our hearts and in our lives 
betray His friendship and lead others away from their Savior by words and 
actions contrary to Scripture. 

Certainly, we do not contend that all of the people who belong to hete- 
rodox churches are unbelievers ,and hypocrites, .and that none of them are true 
friends of Jesus. Insofar as the Gospel is proclaimed in a greater or less de- 
gree, even in heterodox churches, the Gospel has indeed the power to gen- 
erate saving faith and to create true believers in Christ. Yet, however, if in 
spite of better knowledge a person rejects any portion of God’s Word and 
teaches or wilfully performs and defends that which is contrary to any plain 
teaching of Scripture, and still maintains that he is a friend of Jesus-such 
a person falls in line with the obnoxious Pharisees with their pretended 
friendliness to Jesus. 

Pretended or outward piety is an INSULT to God and an attempt to 
deceive God-but God cannot be deceived or mocked ! The hearts of all people 
are open to the Lord. He knows us far better than we know ourselves ! He 
knows that hypocrisy, insincerity, and pretense is born into our nature since 
the f,all of Adam. Even after we have been brough-t: to faith in Jesus a.nd ha,vv$ 
been converted from the pow,er of Satan to God, we must fight daily and dil- 
igently against this ugly sin of hypocrisy with which our old sinful flesh is 
so grossly afflicted. Our prayers, our worship, our attentiveness in hearing the 
Word of God, our gifts for the work of the Lord, our personal service, and 
our firm stand on the pure teachings of God’s Word are to be sincere and from 
the heart-not simply to be seen of others that they may pr,aise our piety 
and religious enthusiasm. The sincerity of our respect for God’s Word and 
the sincerity of our devotion and service to the Lord by Word a.nd deed should 
be a reflection. of our faith in Jesus whom we know as our personal Savior 
and in whom we trust and believe, rejoice and take comfort in life and death. 
May such sincerity, by God’s grace, be an integral part of our lives as true 
children of G.od in our homes, in church, at work, and in our everyday con- 
versation .and conduct, that the Lord Jesus may never say of us, “This people 
draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth and honoreth Me with their lips; but 
their heart is far from Me,” Matthew 15 :8. 

-P&B. 



. . . tith editorial comment 

A group of 30 top American biblical scholars has organized the Jesus 
Seminar to consider the roughly 500 sayings attributed to Jesus in the New 
Testament and non-biblical sources discovered and translated in recent years. 
Charles Hedrick, professor of religion at Southwest Missouri State Univer- 
sity said, “Very few scholars have ever sat down .and worked through the 
corpus of Jesus’ sayings to determine exactly what can be attributed to the 
historical Jesus as opposed to what may have been at,tributed to him by early 
Christians-things that were placed on the lips of Jesus that Jesus did not 
say. The writers of what we now call “The Gospels” were not interest.ed in 
historical accuracy, Hedrick said. The Jesus Seminar is a very select group: 
“It presents some of the most creative people in NuTew Testament schola.rship,” 
Hedrick said. “They are people not satisfied with easy .answers; people will- 
ing IXI ask very difficult questions and to seek reasonable and accurate histori- 
cal. solutions.” 

Here we observe that pestiferous pest-pride-rearing its ugly head 
again! Man’s pu,ny rea.son determining what in God’s Word is true or fa.!se! 
It remin.ds us of Pontius Pilate’s question to Jesus, “What is truth?” Joha 
18:38. Thanks be to God that we Christians know what is the TRUTH! We 
confess with our dear Lord Jesus, “THY WORD is Truth,” John 17:17. 
Why? Because “ALL Scripture is given by the inspira,tion of God,” 2 Tim. 
3:16. And “holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” 
2 Pet. I :Zl. The Apostle Paul writes, ‘We speak, not in the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth,” 1 Cor. 2:l3. 
And that blessed Word which was given by the irtspiration of the Holy Spir- 
it to the writers of the sacred text is the foundation of our Christian faith. 
It is that Word through which God speaks to us of sin and grace; it is that 
precious Word through wh,ich God the Holy Spirit has worked the saving 
faith in our hearts an.d preserves us in the same; it is that Word which is 
a lamp unto our feet a,nd a light unto our path. Our faith rests on that Word 
ALONE -not what men may decide! 

At least 16 people were trampled to death last April in a stampede by 
Hindu pilgrims seeking to bathe in the holy waters of the Ganges River, a 
news agency reported. The stampede reportedly occurred early in the morn- 
ing as millions thronged the city of Hardwar on the b.anks of the Ganges on 
the climax of the Khumba .Mela, a religious festival held once every twelve 
years. The stampede occurred a.s police were trying to hold back the crowd 
pressing against a barricade near a foot bridge leading to the Har-ki Pauri, 
or steps of God, the holiest bathing site. The barricade gave way and one 
pilgrim fell, taking a crowd of others down with him. Ablout 20 to 30 police- 
men at the site watched helplessly as thousands of pilgrims fell over each 
other. At Hardwar, some 150 miles northeast of New Delhi, the Ganges leav- 
es the Himalayan foothills and enters the plains on its 1,57O-mile course to 



the Bay of Bengal. At least 500 people were killed in a stampede there in 
1954 during a smaller religious festiv.al. More than 20 million pilgrims are 
estimated to have worshipped in H,asdwar since, the three-month festival 
began February 1. For Hindus, who make up 83 percent of India’s 750 mil- 
lion people, bathing in the Ganges is said to give absolution from sin. Accord- 
ing to Hindu belief, H.ardwar is one of the f’our plac,es on Earth hallowed by 
contact with Khumba, a jar of nectar churned up by the sea. The legend 
says gods stole the jar from demons and spilled some of the nectar at the 
four sites before reaching paradise. 

How sad! Where idolatry rules, here we j3nd gross superstition,. The 
goal of Hindus is to achieve union with God through works. Hinduism is a 
veritable hodgepodge which has absorbed some of the teachings of other re- 
ligions and adapted them to existing conditions. But there is only one Truth 
and one Way which leads to heaven. Jesus says, “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, no man cometh unto th.e Father but by Me, John 1.4:6. And it 
is “the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, which cleanseth us from all sin,” I 
John I :7. It is not OUT works, Titus 3 :5. All this is revealed to us in the ?Vord 
of Truth, John 17:17-the Bible! 

The joyful sound ripples up and down the pews, then trails off in tit- 
ters until another outburst fills the pews with laughter. F Forrester Church, 
the son of the late U.S. senator Frank Church of Idaho, is the 37-year-old 
minister of All Souls Unitarian Church on Manhattan’s Upper East Side, 
preaching on the subject, “Why Angels Can Fly,” and he has the congrega- 
tion in stitches. “You remember why the Devil fell from grace,” he asks. “He 
fell on account of his gravity. By the same token, G. K. Chesterton reminds 
us, angels can fly because they take themselves lightly.” Church says, “I 
don’t come thundering out of the pulpit with the quote-unquote truth. I am 
involved in a search, and all of my conclusions are tentative.” His denomina- 
tion, the Unitarian Association, was organized in the U.S. in 1825. Church’s 
theology follows Unitarian tradition, which stresses the importance of ethical 
living and regards Jesus as an e::emplary moral teacher while d.enying His 
divinity. When Church, who was raised a Presbyterian, was 9, his father gave 
him a Bible edited by Thomas Jefferson, who was a Unitarian. Jefferson’s 
version of Jesus’ life tossed out the miracles but kept only the morals. Since 
Church’s arrival in 1978, All Soul’s memlpership has zoomed from 388 to 
nearly 1,000. 

Those who follow the Unitarian teachings are “ever learning, and n,ever 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth,” 2 Tim. 3:7. They make fun of 
the truths of God’ precious word which may evoke lau.ghter now’ but the hour 
is coming “when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with. His 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punish- 
ed with everlasting destruction,” 2 Thess. 1~7-9. How sad that many people 
will allow themselves to be deceived. by the so-called learned of this world 
who are but dust and ashes and reject the wisdom of the eternal and almighty 
God who offers all men forgiveness, joy, peace, and eternal life\ in the Gos- 
pel of Christ! 



A campaign “quiz sheet,” circulating lately among Southern Baptists 
around the country, asks, “Was Adam a man ? Answer “Yes” or “no’‘-but 
nothing else.” Such questions about the Bible, posed by some fundamental- 
ists in opposing uloderates in a fight for control in the big denomination, are 
supposed to bring out whether beliefs about the book are strong or lacking. 
With arguments about it cr.ackling in advance of the denomination’s party- 
riven convention (June 15th) in Atlanta, a Southern Baptist scholar points 
out that such questions do not yield to simple, yes-or-no answers. “Do not 
waste time fussing over foolish questions,” says the Rev. Craig Skinner of 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary of Mill Valley, Calif. “Christ 
called us to get on with this basic job of making disciples, not to quibble 
over jots and tittles to please those who shout the loudest.” 

Of course Adam was a man ! “God said, Let us make MAN in OUT im- 
age”. . . Gen. I :26. The fist th ree chapters of Genesis uses the word “manJ’ 
referring to Adam a,t lea’st 17 times. Adam was a real human being possess- 
ing a body and soul. Adam was the father of the human race, who, together 
with his wife, Eve, constituted OUT first parents. This fact is so plain in the 
Scriptures, one wonders how anyone, especially those whe desire to be known 
as Christians, could possibly deny such an obvious truth. Moreover, the Lord 
Jesus who ha.s called us to make disciples of all nations, tells us that also the 
Old Testament has been given by the inspiration Of God and is the truth, 
John 17:17; 2 Tim. 3 96. The Lord told the Jews, “For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed Me: for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not 
his writings, how shall ye believe My words?” John 5:.46, 47. Within the 
pale of Christendom there always a,re those who by specious reasoning seek 
to chip away the foundation upon which the Church stands-the Word of 
God. “But the Word of the Lord endureth for ever,” I Pet. I :25. To insist 
that Adam was a real huma.n being is to believe what GOD says! Woe to 
those who seek to undermine the foundation of Scripture simply to exalt their 
own puny wisdom! 

4M.L.N. 
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