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IN THE NEW YEAR
YOU CAN HAVE HAPPY HEARTS

CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPoN Him
FOR HE CARETH FOR YOU,

I PeTer 5:7.

We have no idea at all as to what kind of things we will experience in
the new year of 1986. This new year may bring health or illness, wealth or
poverty, times that are in themselves happy or times that are filled with
trouble and distress. Nevertheless as Christians, basing our faith upon the
wonderful promises of God’s inerrant Word, and especially at this time, His
all-encouraging Word noted in the passage above, one thing is sure and cer-
tain,—in the new year that still lies for the most part before us, we can have
happy hearts! For hereis the Lord’s indelible promise, “He careth for us.”

Our sin-perverted thoughts and feelings may lead us to doubt this or
even make us utterly disagree with it. For even now at the time of this writ-
ing, still in 1985, we of our beloved Conference are experiencing two things
of a distressing nature, things that could make it seem that the Lord does
not care for us.

By this time you all know by previous announcement in the Concordia
Lutheran about a recent and sudden defection from our Conference fellow-
ship. This was a shock to us and no doubt to you, too, because it occurred
without any previous indication or previous protest that any of us were sin-
ning against God’s Word; simply “for carnal reasons,” Pieper, Dogmatics,
III, p. 427. For one to commit this obviously sinful separatistic act after
teaching and confessing, with us all, the very opposite through all these
years, was and is still felt as a most shocking thing. Such a thing does not
make us feel that God cares for us.

Furthermore, the news came to me that one of our beloved pastors, Pas-
tor Dierking of Wilmot, has been seriously ill and was required to undergo
major surgery This, too, is shocking news. Let us all fervently pray for this
faithful brother and pastor, and for his family and congregation!

Do such things as these make us feel that God careth for us? Yet by
God’s grace we are not Methodists, who base assurance on feeling and ex-
perience. We still believe that God “careth for us” because He tells us this
in His Word. It is because our fleshly thoughts cannot feel and experience
the Lord’s care, that He plainly tells us in His Word, “He careth for you.”
Thus our faith stands secure.



In the new year, may we then believe this promise with all our hearts!
And may we, in our sanctified life, ever grow in trusting this more securely.
Then we will also grow in “casting” our cares upon Him,—throwing them
off of ourselves onto Him who, according to His Word, “careth for us.” And
thus, in the new year, we will better and better maintain happy hearts.

—H. David Mensing, President

What Does The Bible
Teach About Fasting?

Except for the heterodox Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox church-
es, as well as other smaller sects, the practice of fasting is not common. It is
during the season of Lent, however, that the subject of fasting is more like-
ly to gain attention in that the Lenten season is the traditional season when
fasting churches practice it with greater emphasis.

For the most part, the historic Lutheran Church has wisely given little
attention to fasting in that it is an adiaphoron, that is a practice which is
neither commanded nor forbidden by the Word of God. Even in the Old Tes-
tament days when fasting was more prevalent, even then there was much
room for personal freedom and discretion with respect to fasting. Aside from
obligations under the Ceremonial I.aw, Old Testament believers were free
to practice fasting as they felt the need.

Consider for a moment the nature and purpose of fasting. What is fas-
ting? To fast means to abstain from food and drink for a pre-determined
period of time. (Note: The practice of fasting in the Bible by believers was
never to extremes whereby one’s health would be endangered. Hence, pro-
longed fasts, except where directed by God in special cases as with Moses
and Elijah, were not practiced. Thus, extreme fasting as in so-called “hun-
ger strikes” as a form of protest is sinful. Such fasting is not to the glory
of God, but a sinful abuse of one’s body. Interestingly, such a “hunger
strike” occurred in the days of the Apostle Paul. In Acts 23:12 we read:
“And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound
themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till

they had killed Paul.”)

Where fasting was properly practiced in the Bible, what was the pur-
pose? It was a form of self-denial and a means of depriving the flesh so
as to better gear one’s mind and attention upon prayer and the Word of God.
It served as a means of humbling one’s self in the spirit of repentance and
consecration toward God. Practiced in this spirit, fasting can be helpful.
Hence fasting was practiced in the Old Testament days at the following
occasions: The annual Day of atonement (the only fast commanded by the
Ceremonial Law); on occasions of public calamities, IT Sam. 1:12; on oc-
casions of personal afliction, Psalm 35:13; in the time of bereavement, I
Sam. 81:18; and upon the confession of sin, I Sam. 7:6 or Joel 2:12. In the
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New Testament where fasting was no longer commanded for any occasion
the practice of fasting continued as a custom and for reasons of personal
devotion to the Lord. Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness. The disci-
ples of John the Baptist fasted as did John who was under a Nazarite obli-
gation. Paul fasted in Acts 13:3; 14:23.

In view of this Scriptural documentation on fasting, why do we Chris-
tians of the Lutheran Church not emphasize fasting? Iirst, as stated above,
fasting is an adiaphoron. Being a matter of indifference and Christian liber-
ty, it must be treated as such. Where it is given more attention than this,
there arises the very real danger of work-righteousness setting in. Witness
the history of fasting in Roman Catholicism. It became and still remains a
commanded practice, and is considerd meritorious before God. Here the
words of Christ apply: “But in vain do they worship me,teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men,” Matt. 15:9. Also, claiming fasting to be
mevritorious or deserving of God’s favor, is pure work-righteousness and
opposes the Gospel of God’s grace whereby we are saved “not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,”
Titus 8 :5. Furthermore, we are all by nature self-righteous. It does not take
much to stir up this natural self-righteousness so that we begin to think
we are more righteous on account of our self-denial and rigor. Undue atten-
tion to fasting may lead to legalism and hypocrisy. Thus, should anyone de-
sire to fast for devotional reasons if such helps him to better concentrate in
prayer and Bible reading, he must ever keep in mind the words of the Lord
Jesus: “Moreover when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad counten-
ance. for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou when thou fastest,
anoint thine head, and wash thy face, that thou appear not unto men to
fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly,” Matt. 6:16-18. Likewise, let us remember
the words of Paul: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage,”
Galatians 5:1.

Therefore, while we cannot condemn anyone who may wish to fast (so
long as he does not require it of others or boast of greater righteousness than
the righteousness of faith), let us maintain the Biblical perspective express-
ed by Luther in his words under the Lord’s Supper: “Fasting and bodily
preparation are indeed a fine outward training; but he is truly worthy and
well prepared who has faith in these words, ‘Given and shed for you for the
remission of sins.””” By faith in the merits of the Lord Jesus for the remis-
sion of sins, we are truly well prepared not only to partake of the Lord’s
Supper, but also to live and die.

Thy works, not mine, O Christ,
speak gladness to this heart;

They tell me all is done,
they bid my fear depart.

To whom save Thee, who canst alone
for sin atone

Lord, shall I flee? —E.R.S.



“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem,

AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN BY THE PROPHETS
CONCERNING THE SON OF MAN SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED,...”
Luke 18:31-33

With these words, our blessed Savior began to prepare His dear di-
sciples for the difficult days that lay before them, during which they would
witness first-hand His great suffering and death as the substitute for sin-
ners in His work of redemption. He showed them not only the events that
were yet to take place; but He pointed out that all these things—in all
their gruesome details—were to be no mere accident of history, but had in
fact been foretold hundreds of years before by inspiration of the Holy
Spirit through His penmen, the prophets of the Old Testament. This was
all part of God’s wonderful plan of salvation for sinful mankind, whereby
His only-begotten Son was to be delivered by His very own determinate
counsel and foreknowledge to be taken and by wicked hands to be eruci-
fied and slain, Acts 2:23. Indeed, the price of our redemption was im-
mense, far beyond any human valuation in terms of silver and gold; for
that price was ‘“‘the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot,” 1 Peter 1:18-19.

And this very preparation is ours today as we enter once again upon
the holy season of Lent. For, as we follow our Sawvior in His great pas-
sion and witness His intense suffering and cruel death through the eyes of
faith in His precious Gospel, we see in every step along the way the ful-
fillment of sacred prophecy as those events begin to unfold before us; and
we are thereby assured and comforted in the knowledge that “thus it
must be”’ to pay for the sins of the whole world, I John 2:2. Let us there-
fore examine the Savior’s own descripton of His great passion in Luke 18:
31-33 and compare it with both the Old Testament prophecies and their
fulfillment in the New Testament Scriptures; and may this little outline
serve to prepare our hearts for a blessed Lenten and Easter season.

Verse 82: "For He shall be delivered unto the Gentiles,...”

PROPHECY: “They pierced my hands and my feet.” Psalm 22:16

“They shall look upon me whom they have pierced.”
Zechariah 12:16

FULFILLMENT : “Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own na-

tion and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me.
..+ Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be
crucified.” John 18:35; 19:16

Note: The Jews carried out capital punishment by stoning; but the
Romans, heathen gentiles, used crucifizion— except on their
own citizens, for whom it was deemed too cruel a death!



(3

22

(13

13

(13

..and spitted on: ...

..and shall be mocked, and spitefully éntreated,...”

PROPHECY : “But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men,
and despised of the people. All they that see me laugh
me to scorn’ they shoot out the lip....” Psalm 22:6-7
FULFILLMENT: “And they that passed by reviled Him, wagging

their heads, and saying:...If thou bethe Son of God,
come down from the cross.” Matthew 27:39-40
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PROPHECY : “I hid not my face from shame and spitting.” 1s. 50 :6b

FULFILLMENT: “Then did they spit in His face, and buffeted
Him.” Matthew 25:67

.. And they shall scourge Him,...”

PROPHECY : “I gave my back to the smiters....” Isaiah 50 :6a
“The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and
with His stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5

FULFILLMENT: “I...have found no fault in this man...I will
therefore chastise Him ....” Luke 23:14 & 16
“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him.”
John 19:1

..and put Him to death:...”

PROPHECY: “He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter....” Isai-
ah 538:7
“He hath poured out His soul unto death.” Is. 53:12

FULFILLMENT: “Jesus, when He had cried again with aloud voice,
yielded up the ghost.”” Matthew 27:50
“But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was
dead already ... And he that saw it bear record, and
his record is true.”” John 19:33 and 35

... and the third day He shall rise again.”

PROPHECY: “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (Better: “in
the grave”), neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One
to see corruption.” Psalm 16:10

FULFILLMENT: “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is
not here, but is risen!” Luke 24:5-6
“Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself:
handle me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have.” Luke 24:39

How wonderfully our Savior fulfilled not only the whole Law of God

perfectly in our place, so that His righteousness could be imputed to us,
but how perfectly He also fulfilled every prophecy of the Scriptures con-
cerning even His own suffering and death for us! And, although the disci-
ples in their weakness did not for some time understand these prophecies
(Luke 18:34), the Savior Himself opened their understanding after His
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resurrection, saying: “These are the words which I spake unto you, while
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning
me”’, Luke 24:-44.

May our hearts, like those of the disciples, burn within us as the dear
Savior talks with us along our way through this world of sin, speaking to
us in His Holy Word; and may we then, in gratitude for His unspeakably
gracious blessings to us, cheerfully be witnesses unto Him in these things,
so that others too may learn of their justification by God for Christ’s sake,
and then, by faith, make that forgiveness their very own, to the salvation
of their souls!

—D.T.M.

The Doctrine of Justification

(A statement adopted by the Pastoral Conference of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference on June 24, 1981, at Wilmot, South Dakota)

On the basis of such passages as II Cor. 5:19; Romans 8:23, 24;
Romans 4:5; Romans 5:10; and Romans 5:18, 19, where we plainly are
told that “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself not im-
puting their trespasses unto them”; that “by the righteousness of One, the
free gift came upon all men unio justification of life,” and that by the
obedience of One many (the many, all,) were made righteous”; that all are
“justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in ChristJe-
sus”’; that God “‘justifies the ungodly,” and that “when we were enemies,
we were reconcilied to God by the death of His Son,” we recognize that the
Bible teaches in clear and unmistakable language that God, in and through
Christ's work of redemption, has established a peaceful relationship be-
tween Himself and all people; that God effected this peaceful relationship
by changing the legal status of all people, who were under the curse and
condemnation of the Law, into an utterly different status by declaring them
righteous for Christ’s sake; that God’s disposition of wrath toward all men
was changed to a disposition of grace, favor, love and peace through Jesus
Christ; that Jesus satisfied God’s inexorable justice for all people of all
times and that God accepted Christ’s substitutional satisfaction for the for-
giveness of the sins of all people of all time and proved His acceptance of
Christ’s atoning sacrifice by raising our Savior from the dead; (Rom. 4:25)
that God has already in Christ forgiven the sins of all people and that
this is the very heart of the Gospel by which saving faith is produced, nour-
ished, and sustained in the human heart and by which troubled and burd-
ened consciences are given enduring comfort and consolation. This Scrip-
ture doctrine we call general or objective justification.

We recognize, then, that since God assures us in His Word that He
has forgiven the sins of the whole world in Christ, every person, excluding
none, has that upon which he can firmly base his faith and be certain of
the fact that also his sins are forgiven, that the righteousness of Christ is



imputed or accredited also to him, and that in Christ God has also declar-
ed him free from sin, death, the power of the devil and eternal condemna-
tion. Therefore the Bible speaks of subjective, individual, or personal jus-
tification, Romans 3:28; Acts 10:48; John 3:16; Romans 4:5. The saving
or justifying faith described in these passages simply receives the forgive-
ness of sins which has been effected by God’s grace alone through the mer-
cies of Christ.

The word “faith” itself expresses the fact that justification is an act
of God which has already taken place, for if we are justified by faith then
justification must already be there for us to believe. Without justification
prior to faith there could be no justification by faith. If faith is wrongly
made a condition of forgiveness so that we are led to conclude: “I believe,
therefore God justifies me,” we would then no longer be justified freely
by God’s grace alone but in part by our own contribution, and our justifi-
cation would be based on whether or not we feel that we have faith—on
whether or not we feel that we believe. According to Scripture, faith fol-
lows objective justification. It is the confidence that subjectively or per-
sonally apprehends the fact that God has declared the ungodly righteous
and therefore also ME!

—M.L.N.

DOES THE BIBLE TEACH
THAT FOOT-WASHING SHOULD
BE PRACTICED [N THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH?

Foot washing is indeed spoken of in the Bible—a single incident in
which the Lord Jesus, as an “example” of humble service, washed His di-
sciples’ feet as it is recorded in the Gospel according to St. John, chapter
13, verses 4 through 17.

THE BACKGROUND (John 13:4-12a)

What is the background for the washing of the disciples’ feet on the
part of our Savior? According to the Apostle John, the incident took place
in the earlier part of the evening at the Passover meal on Maundy Thurs-
day, (John 13:2, “during supper”; John 13:4, “riseth from supper.’) We
find from Luke 22:24-27 that, shortly before this time, the disciples’
were again quarreling among themselves as to which of them would be the
greatest in the kingdom of God .This had been a problem of long standing
among the apostles, as may be seen from Luke 9:46-48 and parallel texts.
( See also: Matthew 20:21 and Mark 10:37.) The disciples still thought
too much of themselves and were in danger of losing their faith and the
Kingdom of Heaven through ambition and pride. Now, on this evening of
His betrayal, the Lord Jesus, in one last final effort, endeavors by means
of a parabolic example to impress vividly upon His disciples’ minds the
urgent necessity of humility and loving service one toward another.
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Taking a basin of water and girding Ilnuself with a towel, as the
lowest of household slaves (I Samuel 25:41), Jesus performs a most me-
nial task—He washed His disciples’ feet (which was customary among
the Jews according to Gen. 18:8f; 19:2; 24:32; 43:24; Ex. 30:19, 20;
Judges 19:21; etc.) something which the disciples’ had evidently neglect-
ed to do in preparing themselves for the Passover meal—perhaps they
were too busy arguing over who was the greatest, (Luke 22:24-27). In
turn, each of the apostles permits Jesus to perform this menial service.
Not one of them asks to do this work for Jesus. Peter, however, seeing the
inappropriateness of the situation and being more impulsive than the oth-
ers, interferes when Jesus comes to him, and says, ““LORD. dost THOU
wash MY feet?” With this question Peter objects to what Jesus is doing.
Jesus quietly informs Peter that he has no understanding of what his Mas-
ter is doing now, but that the time will come when this action of Jesus will
be clear to him. We know that after Jesus’ resurrection and especially ai-
ter Pentecost, the disciples were altogether different men in their compre-
hension of these things which were dark to them at that time when they
took place. Jesus’ words to Peter are a request for Peter to trust Him and
not to interfere. But Peter is not satisfied and puts his own feelings above
the will of his Lord, protesting even more vigorously, “THOU shalt never
wash MY feet!” Jesus therefore informs Peter that if he refuses this ser-
vice of his Savior, he has become an unbeliever, (“Thou hast no part with
Me!”). After these stern words of Jesus, Peter jumps to the other extreme
and, not fully understanding the meaning and purpose of the foot wash-
ing, he asks Jesus to include the washing of his hands and his head. Jesus
then informs Peter that he who has his body bathed needs only to have
his feet washed in order to be completely clean. The guest who arrives
with a bathed body need only to have the dust on his feet washed away to
be completely clean. This earthly custom, which the Lord Jesus uses like
a parable, is applied spiritually in this way: The true believer in Christ
has been bathed and made altogether pure and holy in God’s sight through
the redemptive work of Christ—having been brought to faith through the
Gospel. He needs, in addition, only a partial washing, as it were, in his
daily life of sanctification—as every day, by God’s grace, he overcomes
sin and performs works pleasing to God. (Catechism, page 129, q. 169.)
(See also Luther’s answer under “The Significance Of Baptizing With
Water,” Cat. p. 17.) The Lord Jesus then mentions one exception, namely,
Judas Iscariot, who had excluded himself from the bathing or the total
cleansing which he could have had through Christ Jesus. The incident of
Jesus’ washing His disciples’ feet is then concluded and the Savior resum-
es His place at the table.

THE EXPLANATION (John 18:12b-17.)

In these verses, Jesus explains a very important lesson as to what
kind of a mind the disciples should have toward one another. With regard
to the washing of their feet, “He said unto them, Know ye what I havel
done to you? To the disciples Jesus was “Master” and “Lord.” They ac-
knowledged His deity and Jesus hear approves and emphasizes this truth.
Now, although Jesus was entitled to honor and respect due unto Him as
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true God and was in no wise under obligation, He of His own free will
performed this lowly service for His disciples. He then requires that they
do as He has done to them, (“ye also ought to wash one another's feet.”)
It was obviously not the specfic act of washing feet that the Lord Jesus
here required of His disciples but the obligation of the entire Second Table
of the Law in their life of sanctification, namely, being humble and con-
siderate toward one another in all things with a readiness to serve. It is
for this reason that Jesus says that what He has done is an “ezample.”
The humble and loving spirit which He has shown to them, they should
cultivate and exercise in their relationship toward one another.

The Savior’s manner of speech shows that the PRINCIPLE is of
very great importance. He shows this by pointing out that “the servant is
not greater than his lord; neither is he that is sent greater than he that
sent him,” John 13:16. Applied to His disciples, this simply emphasizes
the fact that they cannot set aside the humble service of love due to one
another. They are the “servants” of Christ; they are “sent” (apostles).
Christ has just shown them that He is not above even the lowliest of ser-
vice in their behalf. If they, then, fail in this respect, they set themselves
above the Lord Jesus. However, simply to KNOW these things is not suf-
ficient. They must be DONE and are well worth doing for it brings about
true Christian happiness, John 13:17.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS LESSON
TO THE CHURCH OF ALL AGES

Since the early days of the post-apostolic church, the outward act of
foot-washing was regarded by many as a rite which the Lord Jesus had
commanded His followers to observe to the end of time. Thus, to this day,
each year on Maundy Thursday, the Pope in Rome (the great Antichrist)
washes the feet of twelve poor men who had been selected for this cere-
mony. This, of course, is consistent with the Pope’s ludicrous claim that
he is the vicar of Christ here on earth and with his asserted right to de-
velop doctrines on the basis of what the Romanists consider “seeds” or
very slight references in Scripture. St. Bernard (11th century) even re-
commends foot-w:shing as “a daily sacrament for the remission of sins.”

Also among the sects there are those who practice foot-washing as a
rite which the Lord Jesus commanded. These sects include certain Bap-
tists, Adventists, Church of God, and the Mennonites. Luther looked upon
such an outward performance as hypocrisy. He stated, “We have nothing
to do with foot-washing with water; otherwise it were not only the feet of
the T'welve, but those of everybody we would have to wash. If you would
wish to wash your neighbor’s feet, see that your heart is really humble and
that you endeavor to help every one to become really better.”

The act of foot-washing is obviously not a Sacrament because it neith-
er offers, gives, or seals the forgiveness of sins, nor is it anywhere com-
manded by God. Here the Lord would be requiring an outward act the like
of which He condemned in the scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 6:5, and
parallel texts). For what purpose would the Lord Jesus add the perform-
ance of a singular outward act to the Second Table of the Law? Moreover,



He does not indicate where and how such foot-washing should take place,
and why the feetin particular should be washed—even in areas where such
a practice is not customary and would be rather embarassing and uncom-
fortable, such as, in colder climates where perhaps warming of the feet or
the providing of boots would be more humane. And what extra rules must

he made with reecard to men washing women's faet and women urnq]'nnn'
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men’s feet? Here those who do not look carefully at the text are led into
vain externalizing and legalistic involvements. Even those who would make
of Jesus’ act of foot-washing a symbol of the washing away of sin and puri-

fication in the blood of the Lamb are devising pious applications which
are not warranted by the text.

FE ALY L 8 L

Down through the centuries, the visible church has suffered at the
hands of religious leaders who are filled with a passion to be GREAT!
Powerful organizations and high ecclesiastical offices were established to
satisfy the worldly and selfish ambitions of such churchmen. We see how
in the sects of today, with great religious rallies, television preachers and
showmen, charismatic and healing performances, and political pressure
tactics, the name of the Lord Jesus is used to serve their leaders’ egos and
self aggrandizement.The spirit of John the Baptist who said concerning
Christ, “He must increase, but I must decrease!”— 1is seldom found
throughout external Christendom today! The seeds of self-esteem and self-
greatness were already beginning to grow in the twelve apostles, and the
Lord Jesus finally had to get down on His knees and perform the function
of a common slave by washing their feet in order to make indelible in their
hearts and minds that He had called them as His own TO SERVE and
NOT to rule.

THE APPLICATION OF THIS LESSON
FOR YOU—A CHRISTIAN

“Ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”” How often we Christians
are admonished to do this throughout Scripture! Notice carefully the fol-
lowing passages: “Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you,” Eph. 4:32.
“Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; Endea-
voring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” Eph. 4:1-3.
“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy,
that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one
mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on
his own things, but every man also on the things of others,” Phil. 2:1-4.
“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for
an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another,” Gal. 5:18. “But
Jesus called them unto Him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise au-
thority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be
great among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief
among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many,”
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Matthew 20:25-28. “Feed the flock of God ‘which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, ye younger, sub-
mit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another,
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveih
grace to the humble,” I Peter 5:2-5. “For I say, through the grace given
unto me, to every man that is among you,not to think of himself more high-
ly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt
to every man the measure of faith. For as we have many members in one
body, and all members have not the same office:So we being many, are one
body in Christ, and every one members one of another... Let love be with-
out dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.
Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor prefes-
ring one another; Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the
Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in pray-
er; Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality,” Rom. 12:
8-5, 9-18. “And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one to-
ward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you: To the end
He may stablish your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints,” Col.
3:12, 18. Can YOU add other passages to this list?

May the Lord and head of the Church, help us to grow day by day in
our Christian life of sanctification—in humbleness of spirit one toward
another—following the “example” of our beloved Savior as He washed His
disciples’ feet, and said, “Ye also ought to wash one another’s feet!”

—P.R.B.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

THE 385TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference
June 20, 21, 22, 1986
will be held at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lebanon, Oregon
M. L. Natterer, pastor
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“What Personal Mission Work Should Mean to You as an Individual
Christian” was the central theme of a joint Mission Festival attended by
members of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Seattle, Washington and St.
John’s Lutheran Church of Lebanon, Oregon which was held at Buck
Creek (a recreational area located approximately 4 miles from the entrance

to Mt. Rainier National Park, in the State of Washington) on Labor Day
weekend (August 31st through September 2nd, 1985).

Those in attendance at the mission festival were edified by the tho-
rough, scripturally-based discussions, led by Pastor Paul R. Bloedel, re-
garding the indispensable role each individual Christian must play in the
carrying out of the Great Commission of our Lord. Two oft-neglected spher-
es of mission activity were considered in comprehensive fashion and spe-
cially emphasized in Pastor Bloedel’s presentation—viz., the home and the
local congregation. Opportunities for mission work by the individual Chris-
tian among the unbelievers and heterodox also were outlined briefly.

The one hundred eleven persons attending the Sunday Divine Service
were privileged to hear a sermon based on the words of Scripture found
in IT Kings 7:3-10 which was preached by the Rev. M. L. Natterer under
the theme: “This Day is a Day of Good Tidings!” Focusing on the per-
sonal mission work theme of the mission festival, the sermon drew an in-
formative analogy between the behavior of certain persons alluded to in
the aforementioned Scripture account who felt compelled to bring the good
tidings of victory to the camp of Israel and the obligation of every Chris-
tian to diligently and eagerly spread the Word of God to “every creature.”

The morning and evening devotions, which were conducted by Pastor
Natterer, together with the singing of appropriate Lutheran hymns, under
the direction of Mr. Stephen P. Bloedel, also afforded opportunity to re-
flect on the importance of our personal mission endeavors and the precious
“unity of the spirit” shared by those present. Opportunities for fellowship
between the members of the two congregations also extended to a variety
of recreational activities enjoyed at the camp which included football,
swimming, volleyball and horseshoes.

A campfire reading of H. H. Rowley’s Out on the Mountains by Mr.
Stephen Bloedel at the conclusion of activities each day provided a un-
ique use of an allegorical style of presentation, on the significant and
sometimes arduous task of mission work which is so vital to the care and
preservation of souls.

In the concluding remarks made by Pastor Bloedel, emphasis was
placed on what must be the foremost motivational considerations behind all
personal mission work, specifically, the realization of the fact that the
Lord, through His Word has made us Christians, our deep appreciation for
the Blessings of Redemption which the Lord Jesus has earned for us, and
the sincere and earnest concern for the spiritual welfare of our fellow-
Christians and also those who do not yet recognize Jesus as their personal

Savior. ~—Robert G. Bloedel
Submitted through his pastor
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NOTICE T
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of Christian con-
gregations banded together to carry out the Lord’s work more effectively

hrough cooperative effort. One of our joint endeavors is the operation of a
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without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we can help to supply your need.
Won’t you contact us? For further information concerning us and our doc-

rrinal position, call or write!

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS:

Rev. David T. Mensing, Chairman
8701 W. 1687th Place

Orland Park, Illinois, 60462
Telephone: (312) 532-9035

A FURTHER CLARIFICATION

A reader has criticized as erroneous the following statement
in our September-October issue on page 91, 2nd paragraph, 1st
line: “Justification by grace means, and can only mean, justifica-

tion through faith.” We heartily agree with this statement of
Dr. Engelder because it is self evident that he is speaking of
subJectlve or personal Justlﬁcatlon However, for the benefit of
those who would like to see this bpcucu out, we, in addition to our
clarification in the November-December issue, page 123, make
the sentence read: “Personal or subjective justification by grace
means, and can only mean, justification through faith.” Please

note in this regard, Romans 4:16.. —Ed.

9 U7
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THE PRAYER CORNER
For the Church

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast in Christ revealed Thy glory
to all nations, protect the works of Thy mercy, that the Church may be
preserved in the pure doctrine of Thy saving Word, whereby faith toward
Thee may be strengethened and charity increased in us toward all man-
kind, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For Guidance

O Lord, from whom all good things do come, grant that by Thy holy
inspiration and the light of the divine Word we may think those things
which are right and by Thy merciful guiding may perform the same, that
we, who without Thee cannot do anything that is good, may by Thee be
enabled to live according to Thy will through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

In Temptation

Almighty God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many and
great dangers that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always
stand upright, grant us such strength and protection as may support us in
all dangers and carry us through all temptations, through Jesus Christ,
Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

For Peace

O Lord, we beseech Thee mercifully to hear the prayers of Thy
Church that we, being delivered from all adversities and serving Thee with
a quiet mind may enjoy Thy peace all the days of our life, through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.




AROUND THE WORLD

. o with editorial comment

It took Norma Joyce from Monmouth, Oregon, more than 50 years to
find a religon that fulfilled her need for ritual. She became a witch. Joyce,
54, calls her 2-year-old group Women in Constant Action, or WICCA. It’s
a composite, Joyce said, of bits and pieces of the Christianity, psychology
and feminism she learned as a minister’s wife and a theology student. The
once widowed, once divorced and the mother of three grown children orga-
nizes and writes much of the monthly newsletter, sent to about 300 women.
The nearly 100 Northwest women wiio are members may choose to partici-
pate in weekly meetings “‘sky clad”—meaning nude. Last August at their
Spirituality Conference at Silver Creek Falls State Park in Oregon, they
ran into difficulty with the authorities when there were reports of lesbian
activity, nude ritualistic actions and the display of Satanic symbols. Joyce
said WICCA membership includes scientists, authors and journalists with
only one thing in common: They belong to a religion that does not permit
men. She also said that WICCA members focus on increasing their own po-
tential by sharing experiences and “channeling” messages from “spirit guid-
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In accord with the prophecy of the Lord Jesus, “Many false prophets
shall rise, and shall deceive many,” Matt. 24:11, we observe their springing
up and flourishing like weeds which infest the vegetable garden. And what
should be our reaction? The Lord Jesus answers, “When ye shall see all
these things, know that it is near, even at the doors,” Matt. 24:38. The day
of the Lord is rapidly approaching when He 'will burst forth in the clouds
of heaven accompanied by all His holy angels, Matt. 25:31. Certainly such
sobering thoughts should remind us Christans to “watch and pray, that ye
enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak,”
Matt. 26:41. Recognizing the grave dangers which surround us, we should
as Christians be diligent hearers of God’s Word in the divine services where
the Word is sown and strive to be more conscientious doers of the Word in
our daily lives, James 1:22. Then we have the blessed assurance of the Sav-
ior that we are indeed His disciples (John 8:31) and that the Last Day
will be a Day of great joy for us. Romans 8:1

The debate rages concerning Roswell Gilbert, a 76-year-old retired
engineer, who fired two bullets into the head of his senile wife, Emily, on
March 4th. A Broward County jury decided it was murder and Gilbert re-
ceived a life sentence which he began serving in June. He won’t be eligible
for parole until he is 101. His imprisonment touched off a swelling contro-
versy that peaked in August when the six-member Florida Cabinet rejected
his clemency bid even though Gov. Robert Graham had advocated parole
pending the outcome of Gilbert’s legal appeal. Graham asked the Cabinet
to reconsider but it refused. State Agriculture Commissioner Doyle Conaer,
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one of four Cabinet members who voted against clemency, called the case a
“ticking bomb” that could spark additional killings among Florida’s horde
of elderly retirees. Gilbert, who is at the Avon Park Correctional Institu-
tion, is not sorry for what he did to his wife of 51 years. “I know why I Lad
to do it,” he said quietly. “I was just desperate. I've thought this over a
thousand times and always come to the same conclusion. I feel no guilt.”

W hile we can surely sympathize with those who have a loved one who
must suffer any kind of debilitating and degenerative affliction, espzcially
when it involves intense pain, under no circumstances do we have the right
to usurp the authority which belongs only to God. With Job we Christians
must confess, “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be
the Name of the Lord,” Job 1:21. The Commandment stands, “Thou shall
not kill,” Exodus 20:18. Euthanasia, mercy killing, is contrary to that com-
mandment. Nowhere do we read, for example, that God commanded the
Israelites to kill all those in their midst who were afflicted with the dreaded
disease of leprosy; on the contrary, instructions were given concerning their
care, Lev. 13 and 14. And read what the Lord Jesus did with the lepers, the
deaf, the blind,etc., in Matt. 8:8; 11:5. 1o assist the afflicted is an op-
portunity for us Christians to prove the sincerity of our love II Cor. 8:8,
as we sing in one of our hymns, “Yes, the sorrow and the sufferings which

on every hand we see Channels are for gifts and offerings Due by solemn
right to Thee,” Hymn 442 v.4.

L 0

About 1,500 Church of Scientology members marched to the county
courthouse in Los Angeles early this month, Nov., and lined up to copy
documents they deemed sacred in a bid to keep others from seeing them. The
Church of Scientology secretly teaches that 75 million years ago Earth
was called Teegeeach and was among 90 planets ruled by Xemu, who spread
his evil by thermonuclear bombs, according to court documents that members
tried to prevent the public from seeing. Xemu, attempting to solve overpo-
pulation problems, destroyed selected inhabitants of the planets and im-
planted the seeds of aberrant behavior in their spirits to affect future gen-
erations of mankind according to the documents briefly placed in open court
records in connection with a lawsuit. Scientology is based on science fiction
writer L. Ron Hubbard’s 1948 book ‘“Dianetics: the Modern Science of
Mental Health.” Through the use of a so-called E-meter, rather like a lie

detector, members undergo exercises and counseling to eliminate negative
mental images and achieve a “clear state.”

And to think that such utterly preposterous and ridiculous vagaries can
be accepted and believed by those who claim to be intelligent human beings!
But this is what happens when we leave the solid foundation of God’s Word
upon which our Christian faith rests and is secure. We must even be on our
guard lest we become careless and indifferent concerning our faith and ne-
glect the Word through which the Holy Spirit keeps our faith alive, namely,
the Word and the Sacraments. To lay these aside, spells spiritual disaster!
Surrounded as we are in this world by the enemies of our souls, we must heed
the warning of the Apostle, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
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Lord so walk ye in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware
lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi-
tion of men, after the rudiments of this world, and not after Christ. For in
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in
Him, which is the head of all principality and power,” Col. 2:6-10.

1690000 Punfrdrfurunge

Former Beatle Paul McCartney said in an article published last week
(Nov. 1985) that his one-time partner John Lennon was a “maneuvering
swine”’ who has been idolized as “Martin Luther Lennon” since he was mur-
dered. Lennon, shot to death in December, 1980 in New York, was no “holy
saint,” McCartney said in a serialized article in the weekly London maga-
zine Woman. “He could be a maneuvering swine, which no one ever realiz-
ed. Now since the death he’s become ‘Martin Luther’ Lennon,” McCartney
said. “But that wasn’t really him, either. He wasn’t some sort of holy saint.
He was really a debunker.” Lennon, who rejected Christian standards of
morality, once said that he had become “more popular than Jesus.” (Chris-
tian News, Nov. 11, 1985)

Many people would be appalled to observe someone kneeling down be-
fore a statue and worshipping it, yet many of those same individuals are
guilty of idolatry themselves! How? By making musicians, actors, etc., their
idols! The Apostle says that such have “changed the truth of God into a lie
and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator,” Rom. 1:
25. We can understand the unbelievers being guilty of this sin, but what
shall we say about those who wish to be known as Christians! A Christian
should strive to love the Lord with all his heart, mind and soul, Matt. 22:
37. A Christian should be able to confess with the Psalmist, “Whom have I
in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee,” Ps. 73:25, 26. Being Christians we should, therefore, strive to be
“followers of that which is good,” I Peter 3:13. “Whatsoever things are
pure . .. whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise think on these things,” Philip. 4:8. We dare not forget
the admonition of the Apostle John, “Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the Will of
God abideth for ever,” I John 2:15-17. Therefore, “little children, keep
yourselves from idols,” I John 5:21.

—M.L.N.
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