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ABOUT OUR MISSION WORK 

A HAPPY NOTE 

Instead of a usual, general kind of article, your President’s Column 
this time brings you a special and very encouring note about our Confer- 
ence mission work. We now have in our Conference the special office of 
Missionary--at-Large. This missionary, already busy at his duties, is the 
Rev. Erick E. Erickson of Midland, Michigan. 

To give you the pertinent details, we shall use this article also to make 
several announcements, which would usually appear at a number of differ- 
ent places in our Co.ncordia Lutheran. Do therefore please read through our 
entire column, and you will have all the necessary information. 

You know of course that the Holy Scripture teaches us : “God till have 
all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth,” I Tim. 2: 
4. To this end our Lord Jesus Christ not only died for all but also com- 
missioned His Apostles and His whole Christian Church on earth: “Go ye 
and teach all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son , and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoev- 
er I h.ave commanded you,” to which He attached the wonderful promise: 
“And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world,” Matt. 28: 
19-20. He also added the solemn command and promise: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned,” Mark 
16 :1&16. 

Therefore, since the various pastors of their own flocks and also the 
members of those flocks, the local congregations, cannot go everywhere to 
fulfill this solemn Christian duty, our convention last June decided to call 
a missionary-at-large to go for us. Consequently our Committee on Missions, 
in the name of all our congregations, on September 3, called Pastor Erick- 
sun to this important office. On September 25, he notified your President that 
he had accepted the call and w.as ready to begin his duties by October 1. 

Simultaneously Pastor Erickson resigned his post as chairman of the 
Committee on Missions, a.s a matter of course : and your President, in ac- 
cordance with his constitutional duties, announces that he has appointed 
Pastor David T. Mensing to serve as Cha.irman of this Committee until the 

Pastor and Missionary Erickson is now then the incumbent of an o&e 
auxiliary to the offices of the pastors of the congregations of our Confer- 
next convention. (Article VII I, 1 e-f) 



ence. As such, he is authorized to give spiritual care to any vacant mission 
congregation or mission station of our fellowship that has requested such 
care ; to pursue and follow through on mission opportunities wherever they 
may occur as directed by the Committee on Missions; to seek and to con- 
tact pastors he may be aware of, or as’ directed by the Committee on Mis- 
sions, who may potentially be in doctrinal unity with the Conference; and 
to carry out other pertinent duties as may be specified by the Committee on 
Missions, in an evangelical manner. 

On the other hand, we the congregations of the Conference, jointly ob- 
ligate ourselves to support the work of our Missionary-at-Large; to accord 
him the honor and love that is due him; to remember his ministrations with 
our diligent and faithful prayers; to provide for his decent maintenance 
according to our ability; and to reimburse him for his necessary expenses. 

On Sunday, October 13, a commissioning service wa.s held by Pastor 
and President Mensing at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park. A 
mission sermon was preached by Pastor Erickson, and the pastors in our 
midst, 0. W. Schaefer and David T. Mensing, took pa,rt in giving individual 
blessings. Congratulatory letters were also read from our other pastors and 
congregations. 

-H. David Mensing, President 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

The Rev. 0. W. Schaefer of Orland Park, Illinois, on November 10, 
1985, suddenly and without previous indication resigned his membership in 
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park. Hence he is no longer a mem- 
ber and officer of the Concordia Lutheran Conference. 

Since he tendered his resignation without having even once admonished 
the congregation or its Pastor for any sin, and since he communed with the 
congregation the previous Sunday and officiated in the Divine Service as 
Assistant Pastor only a few minutes before delivering his prepared writ- 
ten resignation to the local Pastor, his action can only be regarded as SIN- 
FUL SEPARATISM according to the Word of God, Titus 3 :lO; II Thess. 
3:1&16; III John 8-9; II Timothy 13; I John 2 :19. 

Inasmuch as he is no longer of our fellowship, he is not eligible for a 
call in our midst. 

0FF:ICIAL APPOINTMENTS 

In accordance with our Constitution, Article VIII, F, I have appoint- 
ed the Rev. M. L. Natterer as. Editor of the Concordia Lutheran, and the 
Rev, P. R. Blcedel as Assistant Editor, to fill the vacancy caused by Rev 
Schaefer’s defection, 



AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, FEAR NOT: FOR, BEHOLD, 

1 BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY,WHICK SHALL BE TO 

ALL PEOPLE. FOR UNTOYOU IS BORN THIS DAYIN THE CITY OF 

DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD. 
LUKE 2 :lO,ll. 

Each year at the Christmas season we hear the predictable lament over 
how commercialized and materialized the celebration of Christmas has be- 
come. For a moment let us address this. It must be stated that we cannot 
expect the people of the world, the unbelievers, to celebrate Christmas the 
way Christians do. This is expecting the impossible. You cannot expect nor 
demand sanctification from people who are still dead in trespasses and sins. 
People who are spiritually blind, dead, and enemies of the eternal God 
are not going to be concerned whether or not their celebration gives glory 
to God. After all, nothing else in their life gives glory to God ! Carnal people 
are going to celebrate Christmas carnally. Thus, what is at issue is not 
whether people give presents, send cards, make cookies, or even attend a 
candlelight service on Christmas Eve. At issue is whether these things pro- 
ceed from faith or unbelief. Not until unbelievers are converted to faith by 
the power of the Gospel will they begin to understand and then celebrate 
Christmas in a spiritual, God-pleasing manner. In fact, we Christians should 
not waste one minute worrying and fretting over how worldly unbelievers 
are in their Christmas celebration. If we have any concerns, let us be very 
concerned that these unbelievers are going to hell unless they learn of the 
true joy of Christmas. Indeed, even our own celebration of Jesus’ birth 
would take on a fresh new zeal in the Lord if by our witness of Christ just 
one unbeliever repented and beca.me a true child of God by faith in Jesus. 
Probably that new convert would celebrate Jesus’ birth with more zeal and 
would put to shame some of us who have sunk down into spiritual compla- 
cency. 

Well then, what is the true joy of Christmas ? It is summed up in the 
verse quoted above. The true joy of Christ.mas is that a Saviour has been 
born for all people. Yet even this fails to produce much joy in our hearts 
unless we appreciate anew why we need a Saviour. In plain and simple 
words, we are sinners. We became sinners in Adam’s Fall into sin. So deep 
‘was this degradation that each of us must confess with King David, “Be- 
hold, 1 was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me,” 
Psalm 51:g. “We are all as an unclea,n thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags,” Isaiah 64 :6. We deserve to be punished eternally in hell 
because of our natural evil and rebellion against God. Anyone who thinks he 
is an exception to this does not know the Scriptures and is still in unbelief. 
In short, by nature we are not good, lovely, sweet people. By nature we are 
cruel, jealous, hateful, covetous, and immoral. Jesus says it best: “For out 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies,” Matt. 15 :19. By nature this is your heart and 
my heart. 

113 



However, our just and holy God, who could justly and righteously con- 
demn us all without salvation, had mercy upon us. He sent His only-begot- 
ten Son, the Lord Jesus, into this sin-darkened world to redeem us from 
our sins and to give us eternal life. In order to do this, God sent our Sav- 
iour into the world as the God-man. As’ the God-man, Jesus took our place 
under the Law of God, both to fulfill its demands and to pay in full its 
penalty. Thus, God had Jesus conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, Matt. 1:20-23. Some nine months later 
Jesus the Son of God wa.s born of the Virgin Mary in the little town of 
Bethlehem, He then grew up and lived a sinless life in our stead, and then 
suffered and died on the cross to pay for all of our sins. In short, Jesus 
was born to die, that is, born to die on the accursed tree for our sins. There- 
fore God’s Word says in the most well-known verse in all the Bible: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” John 3:16. 

This is the true joy of Christmas. Now we can appreciate the words of 
the angel of the Lord to those shepherds in the field : “Fear not :for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of GREAT JO P, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David A &‘AVIOUR, which is 
CHRIST THE LORD,” Luke 2:10-l 1. May God help us to be renewed in 
this true joy of Christmas, and to share this joy with those who do not as 
yet have it. Amen. 

-E.R.S. 

Other official notices, usually >appearing separately 
in the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN, are found 
in the PRESIDENT’S COLUMN of this issue 
which sets forth these notices and also provides our 
readers with edification in our Work of Missions. 

H. David Mensing, President. 
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A Happy Year for 
the Child of God 

The greeting, “Happy New Year,” even when sincerely uttered, may 
mean a different thing to different people,. To t.he worldly-minded it has 
reference only to the good things of life, such as health, freedom from wor- 
ry and trouble, the love of relatives, the esteem of persons in high places, 
and the like. 

But the most happy year is enjoyed by the children of God, persons 
who have entered this relationship by Holy Baptism and by the faith which 
lives in their hearts through the power of the Holy Ghost. Only such as 
enjoy this relationship truly know what they are living for. For what do we 
Christians live? Why does God still keep us in the world which is so often 
full of anxieties and worries ? We believers know what we are living for, nam- 
ely, to be children of God by faith in our blessed Savior. AU Christians, 
having been baptized in the name of the Savior, are God’s children and 
heirs of everlasting glory. Therefore, we should live to Him. According to 
Gad’s will, our entire life is to be placed in His care and serve His pur- 
pose. It is not a matter of arbitrary and accidental arrangement by a blind 
fate, but of God’s guidance. Even all trials and tribulations are under God’s 
guidance, but, like good fortune and all earthly blessings, they are to lead 
to Christ. And therefore He calls: Come to 1Me and follow Me, as true chil- 
dren of God. For life to the true Christian is not striving after what the 
world calls good fortune, not a playground of passions and fleshly desires. 
No, life is a serious school in which it is necessary to be exercised in the 
active use of the highest Christian virtues. And to that end He has given 
His Holy Word, through which alone He guides us. 

Therefore, it is the children of God that celebrate the happiest new 
year, for they know who is the Lord of their life. They should constantly 
remember that it is the benevolent, the gracious eye of God which is upon 
them by day and night ; it is His fatherly hand that guides us along the 
right way; it is the Father’s heart that is open to us at all times. 

Our faithful God rete cry to Thee: 
&ill bless us with Thy favor,. 
Blot out all our iniquity, 
And hide our sins forever. 
Grant us a happy, good new year 
And when the hour of death draws near, 
A peaceful, blest departure. Amen. 

(TLH 124: v. 4) 

-E.E.E. 



January 6th -Epiphany, the manifestation of the Christchild to the 
Gentiles. This festival, which is older than the observance of Christmas, is 
particularly important and comforting to us Gentile Christians. In fact, 
Epiphany has rightly been called, “Christmas of the Gentiles.” The Scrip- 
ture Lesson for Epiphany in Matthew 2 :l-12 proves this very clearly that 
the Christchild, the King of the Jews, is also the Savior of the Gentiles. 

But this was already foretold in the Old Testament. The very first 
Gospel promise given to our parents, Adam and Eve, revealed that the pro- 
mised Seed of the Woman would be the Savior of the entire human race 
(Gen. 3 :16). Then, too, think of the whole series of prophecies given in the 
Old Testament from Abraham on, which remind us that “ALL the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed in him,” Gen. 18 : 18. 

Yet, it cannot be denied, that salvation was first made known to the 
Jews. And there we have the Christmas Story concerning Joseph and Mary, 
the shepherds, Simeon and Anna. (See Matt. 1; Luke 1 and 2). Nonetheless., 
the Christmas message of the angel to the shepherds,“BehoZd, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to ALL people” . . . (Luke 2 :1U, 
11) includes also the Gentiles as clearly impressed upon us in the lesson 
of the Epiphany event. 

The Epiphany account is told in simple words in Matthew 2 :1-12. Here 
Gentiles come, called by God, to have part in Israel’s King of the Jews. 
And who are these wise men ? ‘Wise men from the East” the Magi. Now 
there was no such title in Israel. There were, of course, the Pharisees, Sad- 
ducees, E ssenes,- but no Magi. Obviously, the Magi had come from a dis- 
tance. “From the East,” east of Palestine. They had come to Israel’s Mes- 
siah. They came not of their own accord, but they had seen His star. It was 
the Lord who called and led them through the city of Jerusalem to the place 
of the Savior’s birth. And why did they come? “?Ve have seen His star in 
the east, and are come to worship Him.” And when they were led to their 
destination “they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped Him and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto Him gifts.’ gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.‘* 

And what is the significance of Epiphany to us ? We are not of Jewish 
descent. Our forefathers were Gentiles, “being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world,” Eph. 2 :12. Now if Jesus belonged to 
Israel alone, we would be eternally lost. Then our celebrating Christmas 
would be a grand delusion and our hope for eternal life would be vain. 

But away with all doubt ! We can rejoice for the Epiphany event dis- 
pels all doubt! That holy Child in the manger is also the Redeemer and 
Savior of the Gentiles, of YOU and me. And through faith in our dear Lord 
Jam we have as our very own possession the blessings of salvation: :he 
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forgiveness of all sins and the hope of &ternal life. “NOW therefore ye ax 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitisens with the saints, and of 
the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; in whom a.‘1 
the building fitly f Tamed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit,” Eph. 2 :19-22. Here, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei- 
ther male n.or female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be 
Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise,” 
Gal. 3 :28, 29. 

And the star which led us to Jesus is the Bible. God the Holy Spirit 
called us by the Gospel and worked the true saving faith within our hearts 
which trusts in Jesus “in Whom we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, accord&g to th,e riches of His grace,” Eph. 1:7 . . . 
“that I may be His own and live under Him in His Kingdom, and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,“luther’~ ex- 
planaton to the second article of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Epiphany should also remind us of our missionary obligation. After all, 
“Can we whose souls are lighted with wisdom from on high, Can we to men 
benighted the Lamp of Life deny ?” (Hymn 495). We should personally 
bring the Word of Life to others as the Lord grants us opportunity in our 
everyday contacts and earnestly pray for their conversion. And what an op- 
portunity we have, as members of our Conference, in helping to support our 
Missionary-at-Large who, in our stead, so self-sacrificingly seeks to spread 
the sweet Gospel tidings in its purity in these last evil days of the world. 
0 that we, who have enjoyed the light of the Gospel for many years, might 
be motivated out of thankfulness to our Savior who has loved us even unto 
death and out of sincere compassion upon our sinful fellow-men to be more 
zealous in making known the glorious redemption in our dear Lord Jesus 
Christ ! 

-M.L.N. 

The article on page 89 of the September-October issue inadvertently 
failed to include the following : 

(Adapted from Prof.. Theo. Engelder’s article : 
“The Three Principles of the Reformation : Sola 
Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fides” appearing in 
“Four Hundred Years” published in 1917) 

117 



Personal Mission Work 
iSick E +Ericlwotp of idld, icbigan 

(Concluded) 
6. Some Practical Lessons Rega.rding Personal Witnessing 

A) It may seem to many T who have heard or read this essay that only 
such as have received a thorough theological training can qualify to be a 
witness for Christ. While it is true that especially pastors must be “api to 
teach,” receive such training which would enable them to be capable and 
faithful teachers of the Christian religion, nevertheless, every layman, in 
order to be a more knowledgeable and effective witness for Christ, needs to 
be an ardent student of God’s Word and its doctrines. Therefore, as Christ 
said: “Search the Scriptures,‘1 John 5 :39, not only for your own spiritual 
edification and strength, but also for that of others. As an emissary for 
Christ, you want to be sure that what you speak in His name, is what He 
teaches in His Word. To this end, make use of every opportunity in your 
congregation to study, not only Bible history, but especially the doctrines 
of Holy Scriptures. You must be able to make Scriptural judgments in doc- 
trines and practice. Recall the example of the Bereans of whom we are told: 
“They received the Word with a.11 readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures dai,!y, whether those things were so,” Acts 17;ll. 

B) May your witnessing for Christ and His saving truths be done with 
sincere Christian humility, not with a better-than-thou attitude, haughtiness, 
or an offensive and argumentative spirit; always bearing in mind your goal : 
to win the soul for Christ. Here the example of Paul applies, not only to 
pastors, but also to laymen l l “For though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myself servant unto all, that I may gain the more,” I Cor. 9:Ig. This 
leads us to the next lesson. 

C) When confronting a person whose spiritul condition you have not 
as yet ascertained, be more ready and willing to listen. Make him “feel 
at home,” and as one who has found a trusted friend who is ready and will- 
ing to help, so that he may more readily “open up ” and divulge his prob- 
lems. Do not “hog” the conversation, speaking only about your own prob- 
lems and experiences, for he may deem them totally irrelevant to his own 
problems and experiences. Once he has “opened up,” then you may choose 
to relate some of your own experiences, provided there is time and you sense 
that he is interested in them. 

D) Where should you witness for Christ and His truth? The Lord may 
lead us to find opportunities to do this most noble work very often in the 
most unusual and unexpected places and under equally unusual and unex- 
pected circumstances. Such opportunities may arise in commercial passeng- 
er vehicles, airports, depots, doctors’ offices, hospitals, schools, places of 
work, at club meetings, sports events, on visits to homes of friends, relativ- 
es, business associates, etc. However, it is not always advisible to carry on 
lengthy witnessing in places which lack privacy. Good Christian common 
sense should tell you what places are most appropriate for most effective 
witnessing. Correspondence can serve as a limited means of witnessing. 

E) Seriously take into consideration the physical, mental, and inteli- 



gence limits of the prospect. E.g., he may have a serious cardiac or cancer 
condition which would cause him to tire easily. Or, he may be suffering from 
an impaired mental condition, or a lower than average intelligence level. 
You need not be a physician or a psychologist to ascertain the amount of 
time you should spend and the level at which you should carry on discussions 
with such prospects. However, idiosyncrasies which the prospect possesses 
should not deter us from presenting to him the saving truths of God’s Word, 
whether by steps or degrees, as the individual may require. 

F) Let us avoid uncalled-for discrimination. Indeed, we are required 
by God’s Word to practice discrimination, e.g., when choosing our future 
spouse, close friends, those with whom we are to Practice church fellowship, 
etc. However, to discriminate, to avoid witnessing to a person because of 
his sex, color, religious or ethnic background, is totally uncalled-for as Ion@; 
as the possibilities for witnessing exist. 

G) It is a futile venture to continue any discussion on religion with a 
person who stubbornly refuses to bow to the authority of God’s Word. Once 
the prospect indicates submission to that divine authority, even then pro- 
ceed to discuss initially those doctrines which are directly related to the 
salvation of man. E.g., most often it is fruitless to discuss immediately the 
doctrine of the Antichrist with a Catholic, woman suffrage and ordination 
with a member of the ALC, or the millenium with a Pentecostal, etc. 

H) If at any time or under any circumstances you feel incompetent or 
are confronted by any difficulties in witnessing to anyone, do not “freeze” 
and give up. Seek assistance from your pastor or another knowledgeable per- 
son from your church. Better still, invite the prospect to your church ser- 
vices, Sunday school, doctrinal studies, or instruction classes. 

7. Conclusion 

More could be said on this glorious subject of gaining souls for Christ. 
But may we be reminded that personal witnessing, particularly by lay-Chris- 
tians, has been and still is the most effective way of winning souls for Christ 
and His kingdom. That this is true, we need only to look at a few of the 
many examples in the New Testament, for proof: the shepherds at Beth- 
lehem, who “made known abroad the sqying which was told them concerning 
this Child,” Luke 2 :l7 ; Anna, the prophetess, who “spake of Him to all 
them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem,” Luke 2:38; the two of the 
first five disciples who at once became missionaries and informed others of 
their happiness in having found the Messiah, John 1 :41,45 ; the Samaritan 
woman, who ran to the city with her eager announcement: “Come, see a 
man which told me all things which ever I did: is not this the Christ4” 
John 4 2.39; the consecrated pair, Aquila and Priscilla, who “expounded 
unto him (Apollos) the way of God more perf e&y,” Acts 18 :26 ; and we 
could go on and on with such examples from Holy Writ. But let this short 
list suffice for now. 

May we all, both pastors and laymen, pray that the Lord would fill our 
hearts with such burning zeal to carry out His Great Commission, so that, 
constrained by our love for Him who first loved us, we may resolutely re- 
spond to this call of the Lord in the same way that Paul did when the Lord 
called him, which re.sponse he expressed with the words: “I zuas not disobe- 
dient,” Acts 26 :19. Amen. -E.E.E, 
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. . . tith editorial comment 

St. Anthony has his followers, as do Christopher and Patrick. But ap- 
parently it’s St. Jude whose heavenly powers are sought the most, “He’s the 
most prayed-to saint of all,” said the Rev. Anthony S. Danna of St. Jude’s 
Church in Brooklyn. St. Jude made headlines recently after police charged 
a ST-year-old housewife with stealing $10,000 she discovered at the foot 
of the statue of St. Jude left in a church near Rochester, N. Y., by a man 
grateful to this saint for answering his priayer. This woman, Margaret 
Burke, said she sincerely believed the $10,000 which was in an envelope she 
found in St. Jude’s Church, was an answer to her prayers. The church drop- 
ped the theft charges against her. “I didn’t think St. Jude would let me get 
punished,” she said. ‘ “I’ve been doing my novena every day still.” Like Mrs. 
Burke, most Roman Catholics seek St. Jude’s help when faced with hope- 
less causes and desperate situations recite a special novena prayer once a 
day for nine consecutive days (“novena” means “nine” in Latin). Others 
pray nine times a day for nine days. 

How cleverly the devil succeeds in deceiving people! Prayers to Allah 
and Buddha, etc., are generally regarded as acts of idolatry; yet, praysm 
to the saints are highly commended! But praying is an act of worship. God 
Himself commands us to pray. “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify lWe,” Ps. 50:15. And the God that com- 
mands us to pray and has promised to hear and answer is the only true God 
of the Scriptures: the Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost. He declares, “Thou 
shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him ONLY shalt thou serve,,, Mutt. 
4.~10. To direct OUT prayers and our praise to anyone other than the Lord 
God, is a violation of the very First Commandment, “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before ME,” Exodus 2O.‘3. By inspiration of the Holy Spirit the 
Prophet Is&ah reminds us that the saints cannot hear and answer our pray- 
ers. “Doubtless THOU art our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of ~8, 
and Israel (Ja,cob, Gen. 32:28) acknowledge us not; THOU 0 Lord, art 
our Father, OUT Redeemer; THY Name is from everhting,” I&& 63 :16. 
God alone h.ears our prayers (Ps. 65:2) for Jesus, sake (J&n 1&‘;23) and 
answers them according to His Will, (I John 5:1.4). 

A century after Mary Baker Eddy described being miraculously healed 
while reading the Bible, members of the Christian Science Church that she 
founded are bitterly divided over her writings. In a victory for a dissident 
group of Christian Scientists, a federal judge ruled that Congress illegall:~ 
gave the Boston-based church power to restrict publication of Eddy’s prin- 
cipal work, “Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures,” first publ.ish- 
ed in 1875. It contains the principal b,eliefs of the denomination. The church 
contends that a 1906 edition of the book, to which Eddy made thousands of 
major and minor changes until her death in I9 IO, is its “final edition.” In 
a petition to Congress, church leaders said they wanted an extended copy- 
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right on that version to avoid “spurious or distorted” versions from reach- 
ing the public. But David James Nolan, chairman of United Christian Sclen- 
tists, argues that the church’s version of the book differs slightly but signif- 
icantly from the actual book Eddy left when she died. He wants to distrib- 
ute Eddy’s writings on audio tapes and videocasettes through his Christian 
Science Institute in Hilo, Hawaii, to revita.lize Christian Science, which, he 
said, “is a movement of geriatric individuals. It is all elderly people.” 

Mary Baker Eddy’s book contradicts every statement of the Bible from 
beginning to end concerning sin. She brazenly declares tha,t sin is a false 
belief and therefore we have no sin. God’s Word says, “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,” I John I :8. 
She says that “man is never sick”. . . “Sickness is an illusion.” What about 
the dreaded disease of leprosy in the Scriptures! (Read Lev. 13) The Lord 
Jesus also healed many that were sick of various diseases (Mark 1~33, 34) 
Eddy says that “Christ’s one sacrifice, however great, is insufiicient to pay 
the debt of sin.” God’s Word says, “By one offering He hath perfected for- 
ever them tha-t are sanctified,” Heb. 10~14. Christian Science presents a 
whole body of teachings originated, inspired, and e,ntirely written by a wom- 
an. (Read I Cor. 1.4:34,35). Christia.n Science is not of God but of the dev- 
il, the father of lies . ! May the Holy Spirit lead Eddy’s followers to a 
knowledge of the TRUTH-God’s Word alone! 

At various times in the past, whole life forms have simply disappeared 
from the earth. One of the largest of these mass extinctions occurred 65 
million years a.go, when a huge assortment of plants and animals-including 
the dinosaurs -abruptly vanished. What caused this catastrophe? Accord- 
ing to a leading hypothesis known as the “impact theory” a meteorite, comet 
or other extraterrestrial object was the culprit. Even more intriguing is 
the theory proposed by physicist Richard Muller and fellow scientists at 
the Univensity of California at Berkeley : A “Death Star” orbits our sun 
and triggers mass extinctions at strinkingly regular intervals. Had it not 
been for the comet or comets that hit 65 million years ago, mammals might 
never have wrested the earth from the dinosaurs. 

Th,e above excerpt is from the article “Did comets kill the Dinosaurs?” 
appearing in the September 1985 issue of the Reader’s Digest. We Chris- 
tians do not deny that there could have been dinosaurs existing upon the 
earth at one time. We are told, for example, that the largest dinosaur fossil 
discovered thus far was in East Africa and had an over-all length of appro- 
ximately 80 feet. What puzzles the scientists, however, is their sudden ex- 
tinction. Consequ,entlty, they propose various theories to explain this mya- 
tery. Glibly and under the guise of scholarship these scientists claim to, know 
that such things took place 65 million years ago! Moreover, on the basis of 
their calculations they even theorize that the next mass extinction is due 13 
million years from now ! Unfortunately, the theories of well-known scien- 
tists are often regarded a~ the truth by many people. We Christians leave 
the how and why concerning the dinosaurs to our a.ll-wise Creator who cre- 
ated the world in six ordinary 0?a!ys less than 10,000 years ago. No true 
Christian is willing to surrender one “Thus saith the Lord” for a thousand 



hypotheses of any so-called eminently quali$ed scientist! 

The Mormons have returned to help their church reclaim a place they 
call Adam-ondi-Ahman so named by Joseph Smith who led a surveying party 
in May 19, 1838 to found a new city. The name was translated by the Mor- 
mons to mean “Adam With God.” The area was especially sacred because 
the Mormons believed that Adam found refuge here after being banished 
from the Garden of Eden, which many believed had been situated where a 
large group of their members now live, about 50 miles to the south, in Inde- 
pendence, Missouri. They believe that this will be a place where the Lord 
will come at the beginning of the millennium. Great events are expected by 
Mormons just before the millennium, the 1,000 years foretold in the book 
of Revelation when Jesus would reign over the earth and all its people 
would live in peace and holiness. Then, many believe, Adam will rise and, 
joined by resurrected patriarchs, prophets and modern leaders of the church, 
meet here at Adam-ondi-Ahman to prepare for Jesus’ return to earth. 

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ, claiming direct descent from 
Joseph Smith, thinks that Jesus will set up His Kingdom in Independence, 
Missouri, while the Mormons think it will be Salt Lake City, Utah. The 
Jehovah Witnesses, on the other hand, say it will be San Diego, California. 
We thus observe what happens when the teachings are self-manufactured! 
In glaring contrast to these lies emanating from a very fertile sin-darkened 
imagination, we have the clear sunlight of our Creator’s Word which assfi.r- 
es us that the Lord Jesus will return visibly and in glory to ALL men on 
that Last Day known onl*y to God and tha.t He will then judge the world 
in righteousness by His holy Word. (See Acts 1.~11; Rev. I:?‘; Matt. 25: 
31; Acts 17~31; Mark 13:3Z; John 12~48; II Car. 5:10) As we witness 
the tremendous following some of these cults claim (Reorganiaed Church of 
Jesus Christ almost I milllion members-M ormons almost 2 million---- Jehov- 
ah Witnesses over I million) we have the words of the Lord Jesus impressed 
upon us describing the last days, “Many false prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many,” Matt. 24 :I1 . 

Methodists in Britain and Catholics in the U. S. have been advised to 
reject Freemasonry as inconsistent with Christian faith. A report presented 
at the British Methodist Conference, June 28-Jdy 5 in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, says that British Methodists should not be members of the secret 
worldwide movement, and that Masonic lodges shouldn’t be allowed to meet 
on Methodist premises. A U. S, Masonic leader who is also a prominent 
United Methodist layman has called the British report “falacious” .lnit says 
that Masonry is one of the “best” supports religious organizations have. 
According to National Catholic News Service, the report of the U. S. com- 
mittee headed by Cardinal Bernard F.Law, of Boston, said that “the prin- 
ciples and basic rituals of Masonry embody a naturalistic religion, active 
participation in which is incompatible with the Christian faith and practice. 
Those who knowingly embrace such principles are committing serious sin.” 
The study also criticized the “pseudo-Islamic ritual” of Shriners, a group 
that admits only high-ranking Masons to membership. Mr. DiBard, and a 
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high official of Scottish Rite Masons in balks, Texas, and an active lay 
leader in the United Methodist Church,~ said of the Masons, “We’re not a 
religion. A lot of Methodist bishops and pastors are &lasons and Baptist 
preachers. We have Disciples of Christ ministers, Church of Christ and 
Presbyterians.” 

What a quandry now exists for many of the denominations within Chris- 
tendom! What conj’usion fog the lay people! I?or years lodqe members have 
openly received membership in Christian congregations. Now voices are be- 
ing raised against the lodges, chiefly the JMasonic Lodge. Scriptural testi- 
mony against the lodge should have been given by the pastors right from 
the outset! Instead, such clearly shirked their Christian duty and permitted 
“a little leaven” I Car. 5:6 to leaven the whole lump! Their congregations 
became lodge-ridden. Now an attempt is being made to rezlerse their attitude 
toward the lodge. It is like closing the barn door after the cows have gotten 
out. Furthermore, the Encyclopedia of E’reemasonry, which is often refer- 
red to as the “Bible of Masonry” says: “LMasonry may rightfully claim to 
be called a religious institution. Freemasonry is not Christianity” . . . page 
618. There you have it out of their own mouth!! 

-M.L.N. 

-CLARIFICATION - 

In the article entitled, “The ‘Three Sola’ of the Reformation,” found 
on pages 89 -92 of our Sept.-Oct. issue, we wish to make this clarification: 
On Page 91, in the first paragraph after the sub-title, “Sola E’ides,” the first 
sentence, “Justification by grace means, and can only mean, justification 
through faith,” should be followed by the parenthetical explanation, name- 
ly, “(that is, believing and accepting the objective justification procured by 
our Savior Jesus Christ and declared by God upon all mankind.)” -Ed. 

INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS 
The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of Christian con- 

gregations banded together to carry out the Lord’s work more effectively 
through cooperative effort. One of our joint endeavors is the operation of a 
Theological Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you 
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but are at present 
without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we can help to supply your need. 
Won’t you contact us ? For further information concerning us and our doe- 
trinal position, call or write : 

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS : 
Rev. David T. Mensing, Chairman 
8701 W. 167th Place 
Orland Park, Illinos. 60462 
Telephone : (312) 532-9036 
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I0200 - 62nd Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 98 I78 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE CHURCH DIRECTORY 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Midland, Michigan 48640 

Services held at the Community Center 
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School & Bible Class 10 :45 a.m. 
Rev. Erick 33. Erickson, PmSt4W 

2211 Eastlawn Drive, No. 7, 
Midland, Michigan 48640 
Telephone : (Area 517) 835-4633 

HOLY SCRIPTURE 
EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 

San Antonio, Texas 78218 
Sunday School & Bible Class 9 :16 a.m. 
Worship Service lo:30 km. 

(Contact pastor for place of service ) 
Rev. E. R. Stalling&$ Jr., Pastor 

110 Grasmere Court 
Telephone : (Area 512) 656-2125 

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN’ CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 17lst Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 
(South-Suburban Chicago) 

Sunday School & Bible Class 9 :l5 a.m. 
Worship Service 10 :30 a.m. 
Rev H. David Mensing, Pastor 

Telephone : (Area 312) 532-4288 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 

Sunday School & Bible Class 10 :00 a.m. 
Worship Service 1l:OO a.m. 
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pastor 

Telephone (Area 503) 258-2941 

ST, LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. So. & So. Fountain St. 
Seattle, Washington 98118 

Sunday School & Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 
WoMhfp setrvice lo:30 a.m. 
Rev. Paul 2%. Bloedel, Pastor 

965854th Avenue South 
Telephone : (Area 206) 723-7418 

ST. STEPHEN’S EV. LUTH. CHURCH 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 

Worship Service : 
(From June 1 to September 30) 9 :30 a.m. 
(From October 1 to May 31) 10:00 a.m. 
S.S. & Bible Class following the service 
Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Pastor 

Telephone : (Area 605) 938-4710 

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 

Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor 
Pastor’s United States address : 

8701 West 167th Place 
Orland Park, Illinois 60462 
Telephone : (Area 312) 532-9035 

(Contact the pastor regarding time and 
Iocacion of services) 

CONCORDIA THEO&. SEMINARY 
(Concordis Lutheran Conference) 

Central Ave. at 171 st Place 
Tinley Park, Illinoi,s 60477 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and are certain 
that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits through your 
faithful reading of our Concordia Lutheran articles which are based solidly 
upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

Give a subscription as a gift to a relative or friend. 
Subscription Price : $3.00 per yeax 

Send your Subscription or Renewal tc 
SCRI~RAL PUBLICATIONS 

I OZOO-bhd Avenue South, Seattfe, Washington 98 I78 


