“The Scripture cumot be broken”  Fohn 10:35.

“@hy Word is a Lamp unto my feet, and a Light wnte my path” Fs. 119:105.
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ﬁfka President’s
, Column

How Can I Know That
My Christian Faith Is True And Real?

"Even as He is risen from the dead,
lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true!"

You can see from the above title and subtitle that we are
staking all things on the resurrection of Christ from the dead.
For the Apostle Paul challeng’es- "If Christ be NOT raised, your
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins ... . But now IS Christ risen
from the dead™ (I Cor. 15:17,20).

There is nothing more surely proved in the history of the world
than the fact of Christ's resurrection. That has been established
by many infallible proofs (Acts 1:3). His resurrection was
announced by an angel from heaven. His empty tomb was seen
by the women on Easter morning and carefully investigated by
Peter and John. The risen Savior walked and talked with two on a
seven-mile trip from Jerusalem to Emmaus on Easter afternoon,
and then He sat down to eat with them in their home. He
appeared to the Ten on Easter evening and to the Eleven a week
later. His body was felt, handled, and examined by the doubting
Thomas. He ate breakfast and talked at length with Seven on the
shores of Galilee. He was seen of five hundred brethren at once,
of which the greater part were still alive when this was reported,
so that any skeptic could examine these witnesses. And we have
not yet exhausted the array of witnesses! Indeed, during the
forty days between His resurrection and ascension, Jesus'
resurrection was authenticated by many infallible proofs!

There are also many human testimonies to the power of
Christ's resurrection, which we of course do not hold on a par
with those of God's inspired Word, but which may well touch the
hearts of those who do not honor God's Word as the highest
authority. "The man who made the university of Harvard famous,
... Dr. Simon Greenleaf, ... became a Christian through trying to
refute Jesus Christ as the Eternal Word and the resurrection.
Finally, after trying to do it, he came to the conclusion that the
resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the best established events
of history, according to the laws of legal evidence administered in
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the courts of justice." "Thomas Arnold, ... the author of the
famous three-volume series, the History of Rome, said, 'I know of
no one fact in the history of mankind which is proved by better
and fuller evidence than the resurrection of Jesus Christ." (Above
quotes from The Islam Debate, Here's Life Publisher, Inc., San
Bernardino, Calif., 92414, page 160)

To Christians the certainty of Christ's resurrection is the
fountain of their entire Christian faith. Therefore we rejoice to
confess with Luther in his explanation of our Second Article:Even
as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all etermty
This is is most certainly true!™

—H. David Mensing, President

WWWq

The Significance Of Palm Sunday
Matt. 21:1-9

Palm Sunday, with its Gospel text, ushers us to the beginning
of Holy Week. That, in simple words, is the significance of Palm
Sunday. But its significance is augmented when we consider it in
the light of the happenings of Holv Week. Without the
considerations of those happenings, the significance of Palm
Sunday would remain very minimal.

Firstly, Palm Sunday leads us to a week of the Scriptures. "All
this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet™ (Matt. 21:4). This word sheds a bright light over all the
darkness and the cruelty of Holy Week. All which this week brings
in the history of the holy Passion we see as fulfillment of the
Scriptures, and all becomes clear and understandable. The Lord
Himself, the Word made flesh, had to cling to the written Word
as He passed through the darkness of that suffering. That was
His rod and staff upon every step of the way. "The Son of Man
goeth as it is written of Him" (Matt. 26:24), "For it is written: 1
will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the Tflock shall be
scattered abroad" (Matt. 26:31; Zech. 13:7). . Even the black deed
of the traitor, with the price of blood and the potter's field,
stands in the light of the prophetic Word, as well as the cross
between the two evil-doers among whom the Lord is reckoned.
And in the afternoon of the great day of Atonement, when all the
types and shadows and promises of the 0ld Testament find their
fulfillment, the Savior's breaking heart breathed out its woe in the
opening words of the 22nd Psalm, the last tones of which find

echo in the triumphant word: "It is finished" (John 19:30)!
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If the dear disciples had only held more fast to the Scriptures

in the storms of Good Friday and in the desolate stillness of the
Sabbath when the Lord lay in the g¢rave, thev would not have
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been so unprepared for the glorious Easter morn. But even on
Easter evening it took all of the Lord's earnest efforts to open
their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures
(Luke 24:45).

Let the Scriptures, then, be our guide through Holv Week and
throughout all our lives. That which is written is and remains the
only firm ground of our faith. Therein we will seek the Lord,
find Him, and daily be strengthened by His power.

Secondly, Palm Sunday leads us to a week of prayer. The

" rth~ al A +tha T A 7
Word "Hosannag," uttered by those who welcomed the Lord, is a

word of earnest prayer. Its meaning is revealed in Ps. 118:25,26:
"Save now, I beseech Thee, O Lord ... Blessed be He that cometh
in the name of the Lord." The hosanna-cry for help and salvation
from sin and all earth’s woes ends in the hallelujah of eternal

~rim Ao +hnn~as
triumph. Thus the final victory of Christ sounds through this

prayer of supplication, the joy of Easter through the conflict of
Good Friday, the Hallellujah through the Kyrie. When such prayer
is joined with devout meditation upon God's Word, we learn that
as a result of Christ's completed work, the enemity between God
and man has been abolished. Now there is direct communication
between man and God through our great Mediator, Jesus Christ.
Every bit of this work will be of great benefit to us as we
prayerfully contemplate the happenings of Holy Week in the light
of God's Word.

Thirdiy, Palm Sunday leads us to a week of consecration. Let
our eyes be glued to the Scriptures, our heart ascend in praver to
the throne of grace, and then our hands be busy in the service of
the Lord! What we have and are belongs to the Lord. When the
Lord told the two disciples to go into the village to fetch the ass
and the colt, He said: "And if any man say ought unto you, ye
shall say, 'I‘he Lord hath need of them; and straightway He will
send them™ (Matt. 21:3). The omniscient Lord knew that these
disciples were at a designated place. Now He wanted to convince
His disciples that His Word has almighty power and authority.
Through His Word, which the disciples were to convey, the owner
of these beasts would release the ass and the colt to be used as
the Lord had need of them. Wherever, the Word of Christ is
preached and believed, there is such devotion to use God-given
gifts, talents and time, for the service of the Lord. Mark the
devotion of the multitude on Palm Sunday, who took the very
clothing from themselves and spread it at Jesus' feet. They
would not withhold anything from Him. Yet on the part of most
it was but a temporary enthusiasm for a Messianic king whose
real mind and purpose they did not understand.
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How is it with us, who have been brought to the full knowledge
of what He did for us and of what He is to us? How firmly our
heart often clings to the vanities of this world, yes, even while
vowing to be His most loyal followers. How hard we find it to
renounce all the vain things that claim us most and sacrifice

them to His blood! Our opinions, our comforts, our
possessions,—under His feet with them all! His we are and Him
we serve.

Oh, rich the gifts Thou bringest,
Thyself made poor and weak!

C love beyond expression.

That thus can sinners seek!

For this, O Lord, will we

Our joyous tribute bring Thee

And ever grateful be!
(Hymn 69:6)

—E.E.E.

This Do In Remembrance Of Me...

On that first Maundy Thursday evening we find the Lord Jesus
in the Upper Room- with His disciples. There He had gathered
His disciples for the last time to observe with them the Feast of
the Passover. "And He said unto them, With desire I have desired
to eat this passover with you before I suffer" (Luke 22:15). After
the Savior had eaten the Passover with His disciples He instituted
the Supper which we Christians are to observe until His return.
"And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saving, This is My body which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of Me. Likewise also the cup after supper, sayving,
This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for
you" (Luke 22:15,19,20). -

The Supper which the Lord Jesus instituted is simply a mere
memorial feast according to the Reformed (Baptists, Methodists,
etc.) in which the communicants receive mere bread and wine
(they generally use grape juice) which represent or symbolize the
body and blood of Christ. It is purely on rationalistic grounds that
they reject the Real Presence of the Lord Jesus in the Sacrament
of the Altar.
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In glaring contrast to their false teaching the true Lutheran
Church teaches the Scriptural doctrine of the Lord's Supper that
every communicant receives the true body and blood of the ILord

Jesus, in, with, and under, the consecrated bread and wine. Why?

Because that is precisely what the Savior teaches! His words are
plain. "This IS My body" ... "This IS Mv blood" (Matt. 26:26,28).
Even the unworthv guests at the Lord's Supper receive the bodv
and blood of the Lord Jesus, but they eat and drink to their own
damnation. "Whosoever shall eat this bread and drink this cup of
the Lord unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord's bodv" (I Cor. 11:27,29). Although our
puny reason cannot begin to comprehend how this can be possible,
we, the created, must take our reason captive and bow before
Him who is our almighty Creator.

As we approach the Lord's Table to receive His true bhody and
blood we remember our sins and that we are but dust and ashes.
And as we reflect upon our transgressions against His Law, we cry
out with the Psalmist, "Enter not' intc judgrient with Thv servant;
for in Thy sight shal! no man living be }mtlfaon' (Ps. 143:2). We
become deeplvy aware of our sinfulness snc ackncwledee with the
Apostle Paul, "For I krow that ir me Hhat i, in v flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me: hut how to
perforry that which 18 good T find not.” For the ceod that 1 would
I do nof: but fhe evil whick [ wculd not, that 1 do.” (Rom.
T:78,19) As we recall our sins, our hesrie silentihv weep that we
have so erievously offended Fir: who loves s dearly,

As we kneel at the Lord's Altar tc receive His true bodv and
blood we rememher what it cost Mirm ta purchase us frem sin,
death, and hell. As Martin Luther expresses it, "not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with }is innocent
suffering and death." Yes, "God comniendeth His Jove toward s,
in that, while we were vet sinners, Christ died for us™ (Rom. 5:8).
. whom we have reden ption throneh His blood, the forgiveness
of ¢irs, according to the riches of His grace™ (Fph, 1:7). Kncwing
and believing that desus hes fulfilled tre law perfectly in our
stead, suffered and died for our s«ins, we can exclaim with the
Apostle Paul, "And be fonnd in Hir, not bhaving mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but 11t which is through faith
of Christ, the rightecusness which is of God by fdlth" (Philp. 3:9).

—— o tt—— ——

As we receive frem the hands of our pegstor the bodv and blood
of our dear Savior in the Sscrament of the Altar, we remember
God's love and mercyv in forgiving us all our sins for the sake of
Christ's sacrifice upon the cross. Just think, not only does the
Lord forgive us our sins through the Gospel which He has
commanded the Church to preach throughcout the world, but here
in the ILord's Supper we have the visible seal of the Gospel that
our hearts may be comforted and our faith strengthened through
the blessed assurance "Given and shed for you for the remission
of sins" (Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20). This prompts us to sing with
grateful hearts and lips:
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O depth of love, to me revealing
The sea where my sins disappear!
In Christ my wounds find perfect healing,
There is no condemnation here;
For Jesus' blood through earth and skies
Forever "Mercy! Mercy!" cries.

(Hymn 385)

As we return from the Lord's Table where our faith was
strengthened, we should ask our dear heavenly Father to grant us
His Holy Spirit that we continue to remember the: unmerited
blessings bestowed upon us in the Sacrament of the Altar. Then- as
we go back to our daily responsibilities in the home, our place of
work, and whatever other obligations we may have in this world,
we shall sincerely strive to reveal by word and deed what great
things God has done for us in Christ. "For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). He
who partakes of the Lord's Supper in such a manner shows that he
has "these things in remembrance" (2 Pet. 1:15).

—M.L.N.

SO TS
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SCTVCIN SISHITIVAIIL JTHILTIILTS
(A Good Friday Meditation)
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spoke only truth, any word He spoke is important and significant.

As God the Father said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am
well pleased; hear ye Him" (Matf. 17:6). However, God's people
have ever recogmzed the special significance of the last words or
sentences which Jesus spoke from the cross as He was dving to

pay for the sins of the world. We sometimes refer to these
words as the "Seven Last Words."

Ot % s L

In the season of Lent, and on Good Friday in particular, it is
customary in our churches to give attention to these blessed
sentences. Therefore, in the brief space afforded here, we shall
present as a Good Friday meditation a summary of these seven
significant sentences.

The first sentence which our Saviour spoke was this: "Father,
faraive thams far thev bnaw not what thaovu do" (]‘Uke 2‘3 24 \ Thiyc

forgive them; for they know not what they 34). This
is an intercessorv prayer by Jesus for Tlis enemies. Whal an
amazing prayer! Instead of calling down upon these soidiers
the judgment of God they fully deserved, Jesus pravs (o God the
Father for the forgiveness of these men who in the ignorance cof
unbelief had crucified the Lord of gloryv. lere we sce the heart
of our Saviour who came not to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved. This is whv Christ was on

the cross. He was at that very moment paving for the sins of
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death Jesus prayed for His enemies. In fact, because we alsc by
our sins were His enemies, Jesus was also praying for us. We are
included in this intercessory prayer of Jesus our High Priest and
Advocate before the Father. Because Jesus paid for our sins on
the cross, the Father, for Jesus' sake, forgives us our sins. The

answer of the Father is that He declares us forgiven through
Jeqns' blood. One parting thought: by this sentence of fnrrrn/prmc.k
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Jesus is teaching us to forglve those who trespass against us. As
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flesh rises up in anger, hatred, and bitterness, let us remember

how Jesus forgave even those who crucified Him.

The second sentence Jesus spoke was to a dying thief. He
said, "Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in

paradise" (Luke 23:43)., ~ Jesus was crucified between two
r
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inals. One of these malefactors, by the grace
of God, was convicted of his sins. He saw that he and the other
malefactor were guilty of sin and deserved both their execution
and the eternal punishment of God, but that Jesus had done
nothing amiss. In repentance this thief turned to Jesus and
uttered this simple prayer: "Lord, remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom." In reply Jesus assured this dying thief that
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even that very day he would be with Him in paradise. By faith
this man had forgiveness of his sins, and where there is the
forgiveness of sins there is also life and salvation. Eternal life is
entered when faith begins. Upon repenting this thief possessed
eternal life, but not yet the fulness of its blessings. Yet as soon
as he would close his eyes in death his soul would immediately go
to be with Jesus in the paradise of heaven where there is fulness
of joy and where there are pleasures forevermore. And should
anyone else, like this repentant thief, come to repentance at the
last hour of life, he also would be fully saved and enter heaven.
Nevertheless, let no one presume upon the grace of God by
waiting until the last hour to consider the salvation of his soul.
Who knows when the hour of his death will come? Whether it be
Judgment Day or the day of our death, either one will come as a
thief in the night. Therefore God's Word reminds us, "Behold,
NOW is the accepted time; behold NOW is the day of salvation"
(2 Cor. 6:2). -

The third sentence of Jesus was spoken to His mother, Mary,
and to the disciple, John. To Mary Jesus said, "Woman, behold thy
son" (John 19:26)! To John Jesus said, "Behold thy mother” (John
19:27)! What shame these words bring upon those who selfishly and
lovelessly cast aside their parents of old age. Many, even those
who possess much of this world's goods and who could well
provide for their parents and requite them, turn their backs! But
here we see the love of Jesus Who even in the hour of His agony
and suffering on the cross remembered the welfare of His mother
and committed her care into the hands of the disciple John. He
was commending Mary to John as a mother to a grown son. dJohn
was to look upon Mary as if she were his own mother. Thus,
right up to the end Jesus was fulfilling the whole will and Law of
God for us. In perfect love which is the fulfilling of the Law,
Jesus loved and provided for His mother. What a glowing
example also of what the Scripture means when it says,
"CHARITY seeketh not her own" (1 Cor. 13:5).

The fourth sentence of Christ from the cross is awesome. He
says, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me" (Matt.
27:46)? What do these profound words mean? As horrible as they
sound, they are words of utmost comfort. Christ, as our
Substitute under God's holy Law, had to bear the full penalty of
the Law upon sin. This included the very tortures and pangs of
hell itself! The Scripture says, "For the wages of sin is death"
(Rom. 6:23). Not just temporal death, but also eternal death or
damnation. Being guilty with our sins which the Lord had laid on
Him, Christ bore even this to the fullest extent of God's wrath
and justice. While on the cross, Christ was actually forsaken by
God the Father. Yes, Christ suffered hell for us. Because Christ
bore this in our stead, we are thereby spared this eternal
judgment of God which we fully deserve. As the Bible declares,
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is “every one that hangeth
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:13). May any doubts of the love of our Saviour
s fly away!

a

=ty
Q
-3
wn
2
Q
o
b |
=
3
(D
- *
o)
'3"
(D

1w |
19:28). Once again we have in this sentence a fulflllment of the
bCI‘lthI‘eS. Indeed, the verse of Scripture from which this sentence
is taken states: "After this, Jesus knowing that all things were
now accomplished, THAT THE SCRIPTURE MIGHT BE
FULFILLED, saith, I thirst." Here we see the true human nature
of Christ the God-man. He truly thirst from the excruciating

agony and the body-rending torture of His crucifixion. Yet even
more taxing to both His true human bodv and soul was the burden
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thirst as did Jesus as He suffered to pay for our sins. Yet,
because Christ so thirst in our stead on the paving of our sins,
we need not thirst in our souls. Christ thirst so that He could
give us His "living water,"” that blessed water of salvation which
He offered to the Samaritan woman at the well. (John 4) As He
said to her, "But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall

cive him shall never thirst: hut the wate that T <hgagll rrnlo him
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shall be in him a well of water sprmglng up into vverlastmg life"
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that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take of the

water-ol life freely" (Rev. 22:17).

The sixth sentence of Jesus from the cross was a most decisive
word.  Victoriously and with all finality Jesus cried, "It is
finished" (John 19:30). What was finished? OUR REDEMPTION!
OUR SALVATION! Christ drank to the fullest dregs the cup of
suffering which He had prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane: "O
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I “will, but as thou wilt" (Matt. 26:39). All sins
were now paid for in full. There is no more to be done. God's
Word so clearly says, "So Christ was ONCE offered to bear the

sins of many; and unto “them that look for him shall he appear
the second time without sin unto salvation" (Heb. 9:28). Again,
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"And every high priest standeth dailv ministering and offemng
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but thls man, after he had offered ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS

_____ ZANAT T

I'UR DVEK, sat (]OWH on the I'lgﬂl hand Ol God ... fOI' DV UNL
OFFERING he Thath perfected FOR FEVER them that are
sanctified" (Heb. 10:11-12,14). Therefore, let all the self-righteous
forsake their filthy rags of self-righteousness and cling to this
word alone: "It is finished." "Not by works of righteousness which
we have dnnp ‘but accordinge to hm mercy " he saved nq" (Titus
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Adam, being fully aware that of ourselves we Can do no good
thing, find rest and peace in this conclusive sentence of our
Saviour: "It is finished."

The seventh and concluding sentence which our dear Saviour
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spoke from the cross was this: "Father, into thy hands I commend
my spirit" (Luke 23:46). The death of our Lord Jesus CAFiSt was
not a phantom death, but a true death. The true human soul of
Christ departed from His true human body. As the verse from
which this sentence was taken says, "And having said thus, he
gave up the ghost." It was a dead body left hanging on the
cross. And just to be sure, the Scripture tell us, "but one of the
soldiers with a spear pierced his.side, and forthwith came “there
out blood and water® (John 19:34). However, in the case of the
death of Jesus, He was not overcome by death. He. was not
conquered or defeated by death. He was in control of His
death. He said, "Father into thy hands I COMMEND my spirit."
He by His own power and will relinquished His soul into the hands
of the Father. As Jesus says in John 10:17-18, "Therefore doth my
Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it
again. NO MAN TAKETH IT FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT DOWN
OF MYSELF. I HAVE POWER TO LAY IT DOWN, AND I HAVE
POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN." Thus it is that Scripture says, "that
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death
that is the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death
were all their hfetlme subject to bondage" (Heb. 2:14-15).
Although we have no power over our death we Christians through
faith in Christ commit our souls into the hands of our heavenly
Father. As Christians, we depart in peace, trusting in the merits
of Jesus.

In view of these blessed sentences which Christ spoke from the
cross, let us say: "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal. 6:14). In Jesus' Name. Amen

- E . R . So

NOTICE TO
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort.
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theological
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For
further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi-
tion, call or write:

Committee on Missions

Rev. M. W. Dierking, chairman
Wilmot, South Dakota, 5727%
Telephone (605) 938-4710
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Johann Sebastian Bach:
Orthodox Lutheran

Bach was a member of the most famous musical family in
history. The Bach family can be traced from the early 16th
century to the present, and the quality which connects them all
together most remarkably is their constant devotion to music. In
the 17th century many members of the family were in the service
of courts, of free cities, or of churches. They were generally
plavers of stringed or wind instruments, and often married into
other musical families. In Erfurt, where they filled prominent

musical positions, it came to pass that the town musicians were

generally called "Bachs" Some examples of these are: Johan
Ludwig Bach {1677-1731) worked the last 32 years of his life as
Hofkantor and Kapellmeister and wrote church music. Johann
Christoph Bach (1642-1703) was organist at Eisenach, and his son
Johann Nicolaus Bach (1669-1753) was a town university organist
and also made instruments, especially harpsichords. Johann Lorenz
Bach (1695-1773) worked for more than 50 years as Kantor,

organist and teacher. But the greatest member by far was

Tah Qahaots Do nh [ 3 ice h {Thiini ia) —
J0nann oeoasiian pacn, DOrN in plSt’ﬁaCn, (Thuringia) Germany—

March 21, 1685 and died in Leipzig, July 28, 1750. (This year

marks the 300th anmversary of his bll‘th)

As a child Johann entered the Eisenach grammar school and
sang in the church choir. When Bach was 10 (1695) his parents

died and he was forced to move in with his brother, dJohann
Christgphi-fpgm whom he or'mnarl a sound mugical education and
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showed a strong 1nc11nat1on towards theology. At the age of 15
(1700) he left his brother's home and became a singer in the
Michaelis-Kirche in Luneburg. At this time he became an ardent
admirer of the work of Martin Luther (1483-1546). Bach continued
his studies of organ and composition with George Bohm and other
French masters. Returning to Thuringia, now 17 (1702), he was
employed as a violinist and then later as organist and choirmaster

at St. Boniface Church in Arnstadt.

Three years later Bach took a one month leave to travel to
Lubeck to hear and study the eminent conductor and composer of
the Marien-Kirche, Dietrich Buxtehude, returning some four
months later much to the chagrin of the Arnstadt church council.
The Lubeck visit is of high importance in the development of

Bach's genius; it powerfully stimulated him, to organ composition,
S0 mlmh so that fhp nnnmqfnrv at Aranndf Phnrupd him "with
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in the chorales, and intermixing divers strange sounds so that
thereby the congregation was confounded.” Eventually Bach left
Arnstadt, married his first wife, a cousin, Maria Barbara Bach,
and became organist of St. Blasius in Mulhausen in 1707.
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The city, however, was torn by religious dissension.
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orthodox
Lutheranism—the fellowship of music and worship, created a
conflict which constrained his art and drove Bach elsewhere.
Bach's religious convictions are reflected in much of his
instrumental music and particularly in his sacred choral works.
The simplest form of musical expression, and the backbone of
German religious art, were the famous hymn-tunes known as
"chorales", which began with Luther, and were produced in

considerable numbers by his most ardent followers. Buxtehude had
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before or after him by richness, freshness of invention, and
nobility of thought in works of this kind.

Having written three special cantatas, Bach left Muhlhausen in
1708 to become court organist (Hof-Organist) and chamber
musician (Kammer-Musikas) to the Duke Wilhalm Ernst of Weimar,

no longer impeded in  his church  music by the
"Verdriesslichkeit"—his own word (vexation) at Muhlhausen. His
nanti At TS O WAL X Ml Aairman PRy N g | +h A AnvrnlAanmnmandé ~F ier
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keyboard interests, and the famous Toccata and Fugue in D Minor
and several other Toccatas and fantasias belong to this period. In
1714 he was promoted to Konzertmeister (director of the court
band). There developed an estrangement between the Duke of
Weimar and Bach and when an opening for Kapellmeister (chapel
music director) arose in 1716, it was not offered to Bach.

Bach then took up duties as director of music to Prince
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children. His new job did not require him to compose church
music, but he was extremely prolific at this time, composing
chamber music in a variety of styles for strings and woodwinds.
The first part of "The Well Tempered Clavier", Little Preludes,
Inventions, and symphonies and the two note books of Anna

Magdalena are just examples of Bach's work at this time. In July
of 1720 fr-ncrpdv struck with the death of his wife. He remarried
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in December of 1721 to Anna Magdalena Wilcken, the 20 year old
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Cothen for domestic and religious reasons. The oldest of his
children was now 12, and with a young wife of 20 the matter of
their education was of concern to him. In Cothen the best
educational facilities were provided in the Calvinist or reformed
schools. Bach would not permit his children to attend them,

preferring the newly estabhshed Lutheran seminary at Lelpmg.
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Kantor after belng a "Kappellmelster", Bach was appointed to St.

Thomas Church in helleg in 1723.
Bach's duties as Kantor were a mixture of schoolmaster,

director of music at several churches, and composer for civic
occasions. The Thomas-Kirche to which Bach was attached for
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the rest of his life required him to subscribe to the "corpus" of
Lutheran doctrine, to lead a withdrawn life, that his music be not
too theatrical, and not to leave town without the burgomaster's
permission! But Bach's energy during this period was exceptional,
for he wrote a cantata for every Sunday and major church
festival in the year, composing about 150 between 1723 and 1727.
One of Bach's best known cantatas, Cantata No. 80 based on
Luther's "Ein' feste Burg" (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God) is scored
for four part chorus and soloists, supported by an orchestra of
oboes, trumpets, strings and organ which indicates that it is a
bright and festive work which was composed to commemorate the
Reformation. The St. John Passion was composed before he left
Cothen and was one of the first of his works to be heard in
Leipzig on Good Friday, 1724. Other famous works were the St.
Matthew Passion, B Minor Mass, Brandenburg Concerti, the
Well-tempered Clavier II, a Musical Offering, The Art of Fugue,
and some 275 cantatas. Bach's teaching duties at Leipzig also
earned him acclaim from the scholars as one who could
communicate his great skill to others through his perfecting of
musical form in those times. Called "the father of modern
music," Bach certainly gave direction to all the music of his age,
for which the Church must be grateful. His contribution to all
our congregations is in the three tunes which he composed that
are found in "The Lutheran Hymnal." Bach initialed his scores
"D.G." (usually at the end) meaning "Deo Gloria" or "To God
Alone Belongs the Glory."

Towards the end of his life his eyes began to trouble him. He
had always tried them severely from the time when he copied his
brother's collection of organ music by moonlight, till his old age.
An operation was tried on his eyes but without success, and he
became totally blind. When his long good health finally failed
him, he died in the evening of July 28, 1750. It is said that he
regained his sight just ten days before his death. Bach was
buried near the Church of St. John in Leipzig.

Much of Bach's musical genius was not realized until much
later when his music was revived by other famous musicians such
as Mozart and Mendelssohn, although his musicianship was
recognized and earned him a favorable reputation during his own
lifetime. Of Bach's 20 children. (seven from his first marriage, 13
from the second) five of the six sons to survive infancy became
musicians, and three of them became celebrated composers. They
were: Wilhem Friedemann Bach (1710-1784), Carl Philipp Emanuel
Bach (1714-1788), Johann Gottfreid Bernard Bach (1715-1739), from
his first marriage and from his second marriage, Johann Christoph
Friedrdich Bach (1732-1795) and Johann Christian Bach
(1735-1782).

—Lloyd E. Martin
Submitted through his Pastor
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between your professors and the chairman of our ommlttee on
Theological Education to consider various matters pertaining to
our Seminary. We can now inform our readers that this meeting
did take place on February 6 and 7 at Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church, Tinley Park, Ill. Present were President Schaefer,
Associate Professor Mensing, and Pastor Erick Erickson of Midland,
Michigan, chairman of the C.T.E. Among the items discussed were
the revised Seminary catalog, the current curriculum, and the

need for students and how to gain more for the work of the

ministry in our midst. The two-day session was most profitable,
and the full Committee will now consider the matters discussed
by its chairman and your professors and will prepare a report with
recommendations for the June convention of our Conference in
Wilmot, S. D. May the Lord richly bless their labors!
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g the beauty of the

Chm t an
written b
call to a church in DMissouri. To glve his son advice,
encouragement, and comfort for his duties Walther wrote: "What a
happy man you will be if you now administer your office
faithfully! Your work is the most honorable, the holiest, and the
most blessed, and the happiest that a man can perform. It also
has the most glorious reward, for the teachers are to shine as the
splendor of heaven, and in leading many to justification, as the

AV SeaR SRS R L 1as

stars forever and ever (Dan. 12: 3) Each morm g bend your knees

s N oA . -
and ask Him to cleanse your heart, aau\;tu_y it, to fill it with His

Spirit, and to urge you on; then God will help you also to
overcome yourself and to live only for your holy office. God will
not forsake you nor let you get stuck, but will give you the
necessary wisdom in all things. Only let God's Word be your
counselor and prayer your refuge. Remain humble and modest

overagainst God and Man! To the humble God gives grace, and to
the sincere He allows success."
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the welfare of immortal souls!

—O. W. Schaefer, President
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“Feed My lam

bs Feed My sheep.”
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John 21:15-17

The incident recorded in the twenty-first. chapter of John's
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that He would make a special appearance to them in Galilee after
His resurrection from the dead. This was indeed one of those
special occasions on which the risen Lord "showed Himself alive
after His passion by many INFALLIBLE proofs, being SEEN of
them ... and SPEAKING of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God; and, being ASSEMBLED together with them .... " (Acts

1‘%-—4]- But dJesus' appearance to seven of His disciples on the

Sz REARN i

shore of the Sea of Tiberias accomplished even MORE than
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assurance; for, as we read in verses 15 to 17, He made special
use of this opportunity to speak with Simon Peter, who had
earlier denied his Savior and with an oath had repudiated his
discipleship. Already at the palace of the high priest, even as
Peter's words had passed his lips, Jesus' look of reproach had
brought the once-bold and faithful disciple to true contrition or

ﬂnrﬂv sorrow for his qin "and hn went out and wnnf hlffpr']v“

vV oxa

(Matthew 26:75). Now, in the p presence also of the brethren Peter
had offended by his denial, the Savior 10'v'1i‘1gry probes the sincerity
of Peter's repentance, his intention to bring forth fruit in renewed
faithfulness, and his willingness in spite of impending persecution
humbly to shoulder his duties, privileges and crosses for dJesus'
sake. And, knowing already "all things", including Peter's
innermost confidence in his Lord's forgiveness, Jesus seals His

pardon to him outwardly by restoring his apostleship with its high

responsibilities
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He had not only made Peter and the other dlsc1ples "fishers of
men" (Matthew 4:19), soul-winners for Christ to cast the net of
His precious Gospel into the sea of poor sinners; He had not only
commissioned them as His APOSTLES, sending them out to preach
and to teach His Word in its truth and purity, to baptize, and
thus to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 10 and 28); and he

had nnt onlv eommitted ta theam end to all haliavare ta HWHig
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Church here on earth, the power of the Keys to forgive and to
retain sins in His Name, by His own authority (John 20); but here
in these words to Peter He delegated a very special responsibility,
a specific charge and duty, to those whom He had called directly,
and to those whom He still calls by His Holy Spirit through the
local congregation, into His pastoral office.
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"Feed My Iambs feed my sheep." The Good Shepherd here
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flock, His dear sheep and lambs—believers old and young, mature
in the faith and novices, the strong and well and the weak and
sickly. For the word "feed" here in this passage means MORE
than just to "provide food"— an activity in which every single
Christian is to be engaged as he shares the precious Gospel of
salvation with others according to Jesus' Great Commission. To
"feed" actuslly means to "shepherd", to "herd," to "tend and care
for". It is the same word which the Lord's apostles, as penmen
of the Holy Spirit, used in Acts 20:28: "to FEED the church of
God which He hath purchased with His own blood" and in 1 Peter
5:2: "FEED the flock of God which is among you ..." to describe
the duty and responsibility of every Christian pastor to nourish
the Savior's. sheep and lambs committed to his charge with the
Word of Life, to tend them in watchfulness for their spiritual
safety, to herd them in the paths of rlghteousness, to oversee
them that they follow the Good Shepherd's voice in His Word, and
to give account for them to the Chief Shepherd, whose stewards
they are. For all these duties are expected of those who have
been called to "shepherd" Jesus' sheep and lambs (Acts 20:28; 1
Cor. 12:28; 1 Peter 5:2-4; Heb. 13:17 and many other passages
which speak of a pastor's specific duties, functions,
responsibilities, qualifications and authority in his distinct,
divinely- instituted office in the church). The word "pastor"
actually means '"shepherd", derived from the very verb used by
Jesus in John 21:16 when He told Peter: "Feed my sheep."

But these words of the Savior, though directed particularly to
the '"feeder", have definite implications also for the sheep,
individually and collectively, who are to be fed or shepherded on
the green pastures of God's precious Word. In order to be
shepherded and to benefit from the care and feeding of His
pastors, the sheep and lambs must:

Permit themselves to be fed by faithfully hearing and learning
the Word as it is preached and taught to them by their pastor.
This means that they regularly assemble together for worship and
for instruction (Luke 11:28: Heb. 10:25) and gladly submit
themselves to pastoral oversight in accordance with the rule of
Holy Scripture (1 Thess. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:17).

Support their pastor's work on their behalf with their faithful
prayers (2 Thess. 3:1), with their cooperation (1 Thess. 5:12; Heb.
13:17), and with their material gifts for his temporal maintenance
according to the ordinance of God (Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:14; Gal.
6:6-7).

Lend their personal service to the pastor in offices or functions
of help under his oversight and ultimate responsibility. This may
include serving in an auxiliary office established by the
congregation, teaching in the Sunday School, playing the organ or
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singing in the choir, or just being "on call" to lend a helping
hand, using cheerfully the talents and gifts which the Lord
gracmusly bestows upon His dear children (Romans 12; 1 Cor.
12:4-11).

Pray for, support richly, and actively participate in
missionwork, both locally and at-large in cooperation with the
other brethren to bring in still other sheep of Jesus to be fed
with the pasturage of His precious jous Word (Matt. 9:38; Romans
10:15a; Mark 16:15); and finally,

Pray for and support the training of pastors for the future, so
that others too will be prepared to feed and shepherd the Savior's
flock in the years to come. Young men in particular who are
specially gifted for this high -calling in Christ Jesus should give
prayerful consideration to studying for the Holy Ministry and to
dedicate themselves in love for the Savior to the work of His
sheepfold, gladly saying with Isaiah: "Here am 1, send me!" (Is.
6:8; Luke 10:2; 2 Tim. 2:2). -

"Lovest THOU Me?" our Savior asks each and every one of us
today. May we ever be enabled by His Holy Spirit to answer in
boldness and confidence—humble confidence not in ourselves but
alone in His unspeakable grace—"Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I
love Thee!" And then, being faithfully fed and nourished with the
pasturage of His saving Word, let us not just stop there and
stagnate as Christians, but rather "GROW in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. To HIM | be glory
both now and forever! Amen" (2 Peter 3:18).
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“] Am Alive Forevermore”

"I am He that liveth. and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death"

Revelation 1:12

These are the triumphant words of the Living Christ, Who was
dead, but now lives—forevermore. And as He Himself testifies in
John 14:19b: "Because I live, ye shall live also."

Yes, it is true; because Jesus lives forever, we, too, shall live
forever—with Him. For Jesus is not only the Living God, but the
God-man, Jesus Christ. He it is that assumed unto Himself our
nature, became one of us, submitting Himself unto the Law of
God, taking our place and keeping that Law for you and for me
and for all men perfectly. He it is "who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made
himself of no reputatlon, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found 1n
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross" (Phll. 2:6-8). Yes, it is this
same trlumphant Christ Who being completely without sin Himself,
became sin for us, and suffered the wrath of God against our sins
and the sins of the whole world (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 2:2), It is
this same triumphant Christ Who has borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows. It was He who was wounded for our transgressions
and bruised for our iniquities. And it is through His stripes, His
terrible suffering and death, that you and I have been delivered
from our sins. (Is. 53) Yes, this Christ Who now lives
forevermore lay in a cold, damp tomb for three days, having
suffered for you and for me.

But the grave could not hold Him. On the third day He came
out of that tomb to live forevermore. And because He lives, we
also will have life eternal, for He was "raised again. for our
justsification" (Rom. 4:25). As the Apostle testifies so clearly,—'TIT
in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead ... For since by
man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead"
(1 Cor. 15:18-20). Jesus was just the firstfruits.” Just as Jesus
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trivinphed over death, we, too, shall come out of our graves. Our
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has unlocked the chains of sin and death which held us through
His substitutionary life and death and through His glorious
resurrection He has opened heaven for each and every one. The
certain death that was ours through Adam's sin and our own guilt
Jesus has overcome, and He has promised that all those who cling

in faith to Him and all that He has done for them, will have life
with Him
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Thus, when Jesus declares, "I am He that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death," He 1is simply saying to vou and to me,

"Because I live, ye shall live also."” "I am the resurrection, and
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall
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ELIEVEST THOU THIS" (John 11:25-26)?
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One week after he delivered a major sermon-address "offering
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Herbert W. Chilstrom, head of the DMinnesota Synod, Lutheran
Church in America, was preparing for the funeral of his son
Andrew, 18, who shot himself. "I cannot describe my grief,”
Bishop Chilstrom wrote to the Minneapolis Star and Tribune. "Nor
can I comprehend all of Andrew's motives for taking his own life.
As with all who die in this violent way, he had personal reasons
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adult men and women who are doing the same. Are they doing so
because they live with so little hope for the future? Are they
putting guns to their heads because they see a world putting an
ever more powerful gun to its head?" The bishop told how
depressed he became on a trip to East and West Germany in
September, in seeing of the Iron Curtain. Jet planes and

helicopters screamed overhead," he said. "The Autobahn was
clogged with military vehicles on all sorts of maneuvers. All of
it served as a grim reminder that buried in those beautiful

German hills on both sides of the border are scores and scores of
missiles, all poised to rain terror and death on humans and on the
Earth itself in a matter of minutes."
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The realization that such weapons stand poised to devastate a
large portion of this earth is indeed a horrible thought. But there
is something far more dreadful and terrifying approaching,
something that is inevitable, for it has been appointed by God
Himself--the Day of Judgment—"in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall
be burned up" (2 Pet. 3:10). Only he who is dressed in the blood
and righteousness of the Lord Jesus will be able to rejoice in the
Lord's coming and hear the Savior's words of welcome, "Come, ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you rom
the foundation of the world" (Matt. 25:34). Such a message fills us
Christians not with despair, but with great joy! "Even so, come,
Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22:20).

XXX

California hasn't slipped into the ocean. No lightning bolt has
struck Mr. T. and Sen. Edward Kennedy has vet to elope to
Europe with his secretary. None of these happenings surprised
Robert Sheaffer, a skeptic who says the nations's psychics
generally struck out in this year's spiritual game with dozens of
predictions that haven't come true. "It never ceases to amuse me
some of the predictions that are made—and how short people's
memories are,” said Sheaffer, a member of the Bay Area Skeptics,
a group that since 1982 has traced the track records of psychics'
annual prognostications. For example, Jeanne Dixon of
Washington, D. C., predicted that Fidel Castro's agents would take
over two small Latin American countries, that drug scandals would
leave the "outcome of the Olympic games in doubt" and that
Richard Burton was "very likely" to step back into Elizabeth
Taylor's life. "She somehow failed to predict Burton's death,"
Sheaffer said. "They never seem to do too well with specifics
like that. Some psychics are experts at being vague," Sheaffer
said. "Jeanne Dixon is the best of these." Dallas psychic John
Catchings predicted Kennedy would elope; Miami psychic Micki
Dahne predicted that Mr. T would be struck by lightning attracted
to his gold jewelry; and local psychic Barbara Mousalam foresaw
an assassination attempt against President Reagan on the
campaign trail in October. "Most people can do as well by
guessing. And a lot of the predictions could be made by anyone
who reads the newspaper," Sheaffer said.

God alone is all-knowing, "All things are naked and opened unto
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do" (Heb. 4:13). He who
knows the very number of hairs upon our head (Matt. 10:30),
"knows the hearts of all the children of men (1 Kings 8:39), "for
there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest
it altogether" (Ps. 139:4). With the Apostle Peter we Christians
confess, "Lord, Thou knowest all things."  Although Robert
Sheaffer exposes prognosticators for what they really are--polls
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reveal, so we are told, that 50 to 75 per cent of the public still
believes that psychics can see the future! How grateful we
Christians can be that "the Lord is a God of knowledge" (1 Sam.
2:3). "My times are in THY hand" (Ps. 31:15).

* %k %k X

We look in ancient rocks and sediments whose ages are well
known from radioactive dating and other techniques, we find life
a long way back. In principle, we can understand how life
evolved from its earliest and simplest beginnings to the profusion
and complexity that now grace our small planet. Except for the
tiny, present instant in the 4.6 billion-year history of the Earth,
there were never any humans ...You have to reach very far back
indeed—4 billion years into the past— before you find a time in
which there were no micro-organisms ...But the Earth is only 4.6
billion-years-old, and in its earliest history-- heated from within
and bombarded from without--it provided an uncongenial
environment for the f{limsy and .delicate stirrings of life. That
leaves only a small interval of time, a few hundred million years
at most, for life to have arisen on the primitive Earth ... All life
on earth is the same life. There are superficial differences
which, understandably, seem important to us. But down deep at
the heart of life, we are, all of us--redwoods and nematodes,
viruses and eagles, slime molds and humans--almost identical. We
are all expressions of the interaction of proteins and nucleic
acids.

The above are excerpts from an article appearing in the Parade
Magazine (Sunday Oregonian, Dec. 2, 1984) entitled How Life
Began. What a glaring contrast between the above words of a
created human being and the majestic words of the Creator in
Genesis, chapters 1 and 2! In His Word c¢f Truth the almighty God
tells us how all created things came into existence by His
almighty power in six days and that man was the crowning point
of creation, having been created in the image of God. All this
having taken place less than 10,000 years ago! Yet, men will
reply against the omnipotent God with their ridiculous and
contradictory theories as though they, the created, know more
than the Creator! Such abominable pride will be punished by the
Lord who declares, "I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to
cease, and will lay low the haugtiness of the terrible” (Is. 45:9).

—M.L.N.
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