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1932,
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Carist’s instituiion, All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
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tice, and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac-
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship
with them,

To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, ‘“perfectly
Joined together in the same mind and in
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To set forth pertinent historical in-
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phical thought and the so-called scienti-
fic theories which contradict the Word
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To expose particularly the false tea-
ching and practice of the various so-
called ‘“Lutheran’ church bodies by
comparing their teachings and practices
with what is plainly recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes-
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and
to keep abreast of the current happen-
ings in the church and among the nations
as signs of the times,

To be truthful and factual in our re-
porting and freely to correct any mis-
information of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our atten-
tion, Also to clarify any information or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
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What?! —one may say at the first reading of the phrase titled
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Christians? Does not that phrase express the spirit of the currently
popul'ar “ecumenism,” which, in brief, advocates all kinds of church
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presses the Christian, Scriptural principle that must be found in all
truly orthodox Christian congregations or churches, and church
bodies (organizations of churches, the so-called “representative
churches”). And it is the very spirit that was practiced at our very
good recent convention. To understand this correctly and clearly
we must be careful to distinguish between what God Himself, in
Scripture, teaches about matters of Christian doctrine and matters
which God has neither commanded nor forbidden in His Word (call-

ed adiaphores things indifferent, Christian liberty).

In matters of Christian doctrine there must always be unanim-
ity because these matters are already established in Holy Scripture.
No one, no pastor, no laymen, no congregation, no council or con-
vention has any right or authority to establish doctrine. Even a

.
unanimous vote in a matter of doctrine is not for the nurnose of
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egtablishing it but only for all to confess that they accept and be-
lieve it. T'huss Paul writes to the Corinthians: “Now I teseech you,
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the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; tut that
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the some
judgment. . . . Is Christ divided?” (ICor. 1:10&13.) And again,
to Timothy: “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to whole-
some words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness; he is proud knowing no-
thing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,” 1 Tim. 6:3-4.

In matters of adiaphora it is different, except that Scripture
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also instructs us how we are to handle and settle such matters. In
such matters Christians in working together, may have different
opinions and preferences. But these are settled not by ‘any compul-
sion, but through mutual consent according to Chrlstlan brotherly
love, usually by a majority vote. Of this the Apos‘tle writes to the
Galatians: “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty ; only
use not hiberty for an occasion to the flesh, but. bym love seme one

another,” Gal. 5:13. And again to the Corinthians: “Let all your
things be done with charity,” 1 Cor. 16:14.

All this was the practice and the spirit that was followed and
that prevailed at our convention in Wilmot. This moreover, is no—
thing different from the doctrine and practice of our esteemed Lu-
theran fathers. Anyone desiring to research further will do well to
read the following: Walther and the Church, page 110 paragraph
45; Dr. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, 111, page 430; Our Confes-
sions, Formula of Concm’d Thorough Declaration, Summary, par-
agraphs 3, 9, and 10.

With all praise and glory to our dear Lord in Christ Jesus, who
indeed hath done great thmgs for us. -

——H Dav1d Mensmg, Pre31dent

Ounumtmn Dlgzst

The 34th Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference was held in Wilmot, South Dakota, and opened with a di-
vine service on June 21, 1985, in which the local pastor, Rev. Mark
Dierking, served as the liturgist and the President of the Confer-
ence, Rev. H. David Mensing of Tinley Park Illinois, preached an
instructive sermon on the basis of Joshua 1:40-42a. The offerings re--
ceived in this service flowed into the General Treasury of the Con-
ference.

Present were: 7 pastors, the President of our Semlnary, Prof.
O. W. Schefer, 8 lay delegates, 6 alternate delegates plus a number
of visitors.

Each of the morning and afternoon sessmns was Opened with
an appropriate devotion led by a pastor.

The essay for this Convention was delivered by Rev E. Erick-
son. The topic was PERSONAL MISSION WORK.This was in con-
junction with the Convention Motto: “Ye shall te. wztnesses unto.
Me!” Acts 1:8. Pastor Erickson explained the definition and pur-
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pose of mission work, the necessity of mission work, the role of the
Law and the Gospel in such mission work, cancludi'n.g with some
nractical lessons regarding nersonal witnessin
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The elaction results were as follow:
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President: Rev. H. Damd Mensing
Vice-president: Rev. M. L. Natterer

Secretary: Rev. Mark Dierking

Teasurer: Mr. Victor Bledel

Board Member (Mid-West): Mr. Lloyd D. Martin

- N m—a N

Board Member (Far-west): Mr. Robert Blecdel

The following committees were elected: 1) EDITORIAL COM-
MITTEE : Rev. O. W. Schafer, Rev. M. L. Natterer, Lloyd E. Mar-
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R. Bleedel, Rev. E. R. Stallings, Robert Bleedel, Phillip Martin; 3)
COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS: Rev. E. E. Erickson, Rev. Mark
W. Dierking, Daniel Bloedel, Lloyd D. Martin, Edward W. John-
son; 4) COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION: Rev. M. L. Nat-

terer, Rev. Mark W Dierking, Prof. O. W. Scheefer: Victor Bledel ;

FINANCE CO v1 ITTEE: Victor Bleedel, Phillip Martin, Rodney
Revelts, Al Linton; 5) PUBLISHING HOUSE BOARD OF CON-

VAT A VRiy aas e S ST L e e R At AT LA VES

TROL. Rev. P. R,_ Bloedel, Rev. David T. Mensing, Victor Bleedel,
Hermann Mayrhofer.

Many interesting reports were heard from the various com-
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consideration of the delegates. Several memorials submitted by two
congregations were also discussed and acted upon.

The Convention adopted a budget for the
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With no prospective students for our Seminary this fall, the
delegates again decided to keep cur Seminary open, but in a deac-
tivated state, ready to resume its teaching program if a qualified
student makes application and is accepted. Meanwhile the profes-
sors, with no classes to teach, continue on a semi-retired basis under
reduced salaries.

The Convention unanimously approved the recommendation of
the M1ss10n Commwee to call a full-time missionary-at-large, his

An invitation to host t
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extended by St. John’s Lutheran

6 Convention (June 20-22) wasg
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Church, L banon Oregon, and ac-



cepted with thanks.

We are grateful to our dear heavenly Father for the pleasant
weather granted us, for the gracious hospitality of the host pastor,
Rev. Mark nmw'lnno' and the members of St. Stenhen’s Lutheran
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Church, for the edifying sermons, essay, devotions, and Christian
fellowship Above all, we praise Him for preserving the unity of
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years. May He grant us His Holy Spirit to be more faithful witnes-
ses in word and deed of His great love in Christ Jesus, our only
Savior!

—M.L. Natterer, Secretary

thing more than a zealous apphcation of the namu.rail rellglo of man
which is man-centered and not God-centered. The social gospel
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tural religion of man. We hear today of what seems to many a new
and exciting religious phil-osqphy, called “Liberation Theology.” It is
really nothing new, for it is none other than the social gospel under
2 new name. One thing the advocates of the social gospel have in
common is that man’s spiritual welfare is not as important as his
temporal welfare. Man’s freedom from social injustice and material
needs is the key message of these perverters of Christ’s Gospel. But;
as church history shows us, the activities: or practices of a church
always reflect the theology of the church. The former is the fruit of
the latter. Permit me to cite a recent examnple: A lengthy article ap-
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peared in the pages of the Lutheran Witness, the official organ of
the Missouri Synod, concerning “mission work in Nigeria.” Not a

word did 1+ rvnmd'91n about bringine the savinge Word of God to the
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spiritually dead or starving natives of that country but rather a

detailed presentatlon of how new vaccines are prov1ded for the cat-
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ed for the people by the “missionaries” and the church they repre-
sent. And this amongst a people who sorely and mainly is in need of
owning and enjoying the benefits of Christ’s work of redemption,
offered and sealed in the God-appointed Means of Grace, the Word
and Sacraments, namely, the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.
What is mission work? What is its purpose? These are questions
for which we need to find the answers from God’s Word in order
that, as a conference of orthodox Lutherans and as individual Chris-
tians, we may be more zealous and effective workers in and for the
kingdom of God.

2. DEFINITION AND PURPOSE OF MISSION WORK

The word “missions” comes from a Latin word meaning “to
send.” Our Lord Jesus said to His disciples: “As My Father hath
sent Me, even so send I you,” John 20:21. Mission work is that ac-
tivity whereby we, as those sent or commissioned by Christ, go at
His command. To do what? The answer to this important question
we learn from the Lord’s own words of the Great Commission which
appears five times in the Bible, though not always in the same form
and in the same connections and relations, It was spoken fo the di-
sciples in Jerusalem on the evening of the first glorious Easter Day
and repeated and reaffirmed in Galilee and on Mount Olivet, just
previous to the Ascension. It is both interesting and profitable to
make a careful study of each one of these records, to compare and
combine them, and thus form a concise answer to the question:
What has the Lord commanded us to do as those sent by Him?

Mark has recorded the Lord’s command in this form: “Go ye
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that telieveth not
shall be damned,” Mark 16:15, 16.

According to Luke’s account, the two disciples had returned
from Emmaus and “found the eleven gathered together and them
that were with them.” While they were rehearsing the wonderful
experiences of the day the Lord appeared among them with His
words of peace. The thoughts included in the missionary command
are even in this amplified form: “Thus it is written and thus it be-
booved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day; and
that REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS should be preached in His
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem; and ye are wit-
nesses of these things,” Luke 24 :46-48.

John hag given this illuminating record of the Lord’s words:
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$Damis be winds pon! As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.
And when He had said this, He breathed on them and saith unto
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost; WHOSOEVER SINSYE REMIT,
THEY ARE REMITTED UNTO THEM; AND WHOSOEVER
SINS YE RETAIN, THEY ARE RETAINED,” John 20:21-23.

Matthew incorporates the words of the Great Commission in
his account of an assembly of disciples, after the resurrection, in
Galilee, on “a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.” The elev-
en disciples were there and probably also those disciples to whom
Paul refers in I Cor. 15, when he states that Christ “was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once.” The wording of the Commis-
sion here is the fullest of all, closing as it does, with the promise
that has sustained the missionary host of all ages in its triumphs
and conflicts: “All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore and make disciples of «all nations, BAPTIZING
THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON
AND OF THE HOLY GHOST; TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE
ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I HAVE COMMANDED YOU.
And, lo I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world,”
Matt. 28:18-20.

Clearly, then, the means whereby the Great Commission is to
be executed, are unambiguously prescribed by the Sender Himself.
They are: The Word of God, consisting of the Law (“repentance,”
“retain’’) and the Gospel (“remission of sins,” “remit”), and Holy
Baptism. The purpose is clearly indicated “Make disciples of all
nations.” This purpose is even more clearly stated in such passages
as Acts 26:18, where Paul who only moments ago, had become a
diseiple of Christ by faith in Christ’s Word, repeats His Lord’s com-
mand to him: “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may re-
cetve forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in Me.” That purpose of every form of
mission work has remained and will remain unchanged until the
final advent of Christ when all our missionary activities shall be
terminated.

3. THE NECESSITY OF MISSION WORK

The foregoing words of Christ to Paul express suecinctly the
purpose of all forms of mission work. They also spell out the urgent
necessity of all forms of mission work. Some years ago your es-
sayist attended a national convention of the Red Cross. The key-
note speaker, a famous columnist, spoke of the necessity of that or-
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gamization’s work. One statement partlcularly impressed me as T
thought its truth could be applied to mission work. It was: “The
reason why so many are opposed or indifferent to the work of this
organization is that they do not understand or appreciate the ne-
cessity of its work.” How do most of the churches today fare in
their attitude toward mission work? As we said before the prae-
tices of a church reflect the theology of the church. The late Theo-
dore Engelder wrote the following in an article which appeared in
the Dec., 1945, issue of the CTM, p. 824: “Nor is it surprising that
the liberal Protestants teach that the heathen can save themselves
with the help of God. The liberals are blood brothers of the Catho-
lics, of the race of Pelagius. The Unitarians, for instance, hold that
‘all truth is God’s truth, whether Pagan or Christian origin,” that
‘Christian or pagan, theist or atheist, may follow truth to the utter-
most bounds and speak the truth as he finds it—and is respons-
ible only to his own conscience,” and that idolatrous devotion of the
savage, flowing from a sincere impulse, is a quest after the infinite
good—Ileading to eternal salvation. The liberal Protestants are fol-
lowing the lead of Zwingli, who was sure that Socrates, Aristides,
Cato, and other ‘pious and wise heathen’ had entered heaven with
David, Paul, and Peter.” Such an attitude as this has prompted
many to ask the question which was voiced about five years ago in
an official denominational organ of the Episcopalian Church: “Why
should Christians send missionaries to people who already have a
religion of their own?”

But do we not at times reflect a similar attitude when we have
the opportunity to witness God’s saving truths to relatives, friends
or neighbors, who seemingly have a satisfactory religion, though
not Scriptural, as long as they give evidence of being morally and
socially good? We ask in our minds, if not with our lips: “Why bo-
ther them with my witnessing?”’

What often lies beneath such an attitude and opinion as this?
Is it not either ignorance or denial of what the Scriptures teach re-
garding the state of every man by nature and until his conversion?
What do the Scriptures teach regarding man in his unconverted
state? They teach that all, both Jews and Gentiles alike, are “under
sin,” Rom. 3:9; all are “guilty before God,” Rom. 3:19; “All have
sinned and come short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3:20; and, there-
fore, are “by nature the children of wrath,” Eph. 2:3. Now it is at
this point where depraved reason immediately exerts its opposition.
All rationalists, be they theologians or simple laymen, oppose any
and all concepts of a God who has man as an object of His wrath or
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hatred. Pieper, speaking of such opponents, writes: “They object
that it is a disparagement of the Divine being to predicate of Him
divine wrath, anger, enmity, as if nothing less than Christ’s sub-
stitutional suffering and death could reconcile Him to man,” Chr.
Dog. II, p. 352. The modernists of today, as of other ages, would
that the soft generation of our day be spared the stern preaching of
the wrath of God against sinful mankind. To a certain degree they
would agree that God hates sin. But they become more vehement in
opposing the truth that God hates, not only sin, but also the sinner,
Here I would share with you a rather lengthy quotation from an or-
thodox essay, presented in 1953 by the late Prof. Walter Albrecht to
the Springfield Circuit Pastors’ and Professors’ Conference: “This
Ritschlian idea of a God without wrath who is all love has permeat-
ed not only sectarian circles here in the United States. In the Luth-
eran Standard of the ALC of Feb. 21, 1953, we are told that the im-
precatory Psalms are ‘out of line with the. Spirit of Christ.’ We
quote: ‘The believers of the Old Testament had only a limited reve-
lation of God....This also made for a limited morality, both in
terms of knowledge and of motivation. . .Further, it is often char-
acteristic of the Old Testament to identify evil with the person who
committed it. In the New Testament a sharp distinction is made
between sin and the sinner. The New Testament, too, hates sinand
damns sin. But it distinguishes it from the sinner, and it loves and
seeks to redeem that sinner. To us, children of the New Testement,
they (these imprecatory Psalms) must remain foreign in spirit.
Here Jesus is our pattern.” What is our reply to such theological
nonsense? No better reply can be given than that of Pieper: “Only
Scripture can tell us what conceptions of God are worthy or un-
worthy of Him, and Scripture tells us that according to His right-
eousness God is angry with sinful men. Rom. 1:18: ‘The wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unright-
eousness of men’; Gal. 3:10: ‘Cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law to do
them.” Rom. 5: 10: ‘When we were enemies,” echtroi ontes.” Chr.,
Dog. I1, p. 362. Regarding this latter passage, Albrecht writes in
his mentioned essay: “Echtroi ontes expresses not our enmity for
God, but God’s enmity toward us...In Eph. 2:8 Paul says: ‘And
were by nature the children of wrath.” As we come into the world,
before ever we had committed a sin in desires, thoughts, words, and
deeds, we were hated, detested, abhorred by God.” In summation,
Pieper states: Rom. 5:10: “All men are echtroi, hated by God, under
His wrath.” Therefore, we conclude with Luther: ‘“This wrath is
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not a trivial thing, but it is so gréat that no man e¢an bear it, but
sink to the ground... For it condemns all to death, that they be eter-
nally separated from God.” St. Louis ed., Vol. XI, 1666.

Unlike the rationalists and universalists, do we see in every
unconverted perscn a soul under God’s wrath, outside of God’s king-
dom, trapped in the fetters of Satan, and one who is every moment
racing toward eternal separation from God, in hell? If not, we will
not understand nor appreciate the necessity of mission work any-
where. Witnessing for Christ has then become a superfluous activ-
ity for the individual Christian and the purpose of the Church has
become no more than a race to build the Church numerically without
any concern for the eternal welfare of its members. But once we
realize from God’s Word the relation of the unconverted man to God
and the reason for it, we will not hesitate to use God’s appointed
means to show him his miserable state and the way of salvation.

(To be continued)

NOTICE TO
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of Christian con-
gregations banded together to carry out the Lord’s work more effectively
through cooperative effort. One of our joint endeavors is the operation of a
Theological Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. 1f you
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but are at present
without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we can help to supply your need.
Won’t you contact us? For further information concerning us and our doc-
trinal position, call or write:

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS:
Rev. Erick E. Erickson, Chairman
2211 Eastlawn Dr., Apt. 7
Midland, Michigan, 48640
Telephone: (517) 835-4633
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Report on Our Seminary

At our annual convention held in Wilmot, South Dakota, at
the end of June, a complete report on our Seminary during the past
year was given. Delegates and visitors heard it firsthand, and all
of our Conference members will find this report in the 1985 Pro-
ceedings to be published, God willing, later this year, and thus be
able to read and study it privately at home.

Because there were no classes during the past year this Report
was somewhat briefer than usual. It spoke of the work of the Com-
mittee on Theological Education and referred to the meeting held
in early February between its chairman and the professors. The
concluding portion of the Report pointed out that there are no pros-
pects for the coming year and emphasized the significant question :
What shall be done about our theological training program?

Matters pertaining to our Seminary received thorough discus-
sion at our June convention, also in the light of two Memeorials sub-
mitted by Concordia Lutheran Church, Midland, Michigan. The del-
egates resolved to keep our Seminary open and retain the services
of the Faculty, but because there are no classes to teach, salaries
for the coming year were reduced by one-third. The convention
urged the continuation of every effort to gain students for our insti-
tution. In view of a Memorial from the Midland congregation which
proposed an adjustment in the Seminary training program, the del-
egates also resolved to commit this proposal to the newly elected
Committee on Theological Education for study and evaluation and
requested that it submit any other possible Seminary plan to the
next convention.

This, then, is the current picture of our Seminary for 1985-86.
It is still in existence, but in a deactivated state. If there is applica-
tion and acceptance of a qualified student, it will be reactivated and
the schedule return to normal. We are grateful for the decision of
the convention to keep our Seminary open and thus indicated its
concern for providing for a future ministry in our midst. But the
process of recruiting students needs to be stepped up, both by pas-
tors and lay people in our congregations. Our June convention urg-
ed that every effort be made in this direction. We beseech not only
your continued prayers and gifts for this vital cause, but also your
wholehearted participation in this activity of encouraging other
young men to prepare for the highest office on earth—the Christian
ministry!
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With thanks for your prayers and gifts of the past, we pray:
Lord, bless Thy Word alway, Our souls forever feeding;
And may we never lack A faithful shepherd’s leading!

—O0. W. Schafer, President

GEMS... from the Past

“We are entrusted with no power but the power of the Word.
Can we become depressed, then, because no other power is granted
to us? Certainly not! The power of the Word must inspire us to car-
ry out our present tasks in this land joyfully; for it is in this way
that the church maintains its true character of a heavenly kingdom
among us. In this way, also, Christ remains what He truly is, the
only Lord, the only King, the only Head, the only Master, and our
labor and office retains the correct apostolic form! How could we
desire a power which Christ has denied us, which no apostle ever
appropriated, and which would rob our congregations of the char-
acter of the true church and the true apostolic form?... Let us make
the Word the controlling power in our congregations. If we do this,
we do not have to be concerned about the success of our work. Even
if the work appears to be fruitless, it cannot be, for the Word does
not return void, but accomplishes the thing to which the Lord sends
it.”

WALTHER from his 1848 Convention Address

“Man did not reconcile God, but God reconciled all men unto
Himself without any overture on their part, yes, even without their
knowledge. God effected the reconciliation of the world unto Him-
self through Christ. God’s reconciliation of the world does not mean
that men have changed their attitude toward God, as these words
(II Cor. 5:19) have erroncously been explained; for men, ignorant
of God’s reconciliation, could never change their attitude toward
Him. No, the reconciliation of the world consists in this that God
“in, Christ,” or for Christ’s sake, changed His own sentiment tow-
ard man. God has erased the record of man’s sing from His book;
in His divine heart grace has taken the place of wrath.”

PIEPER from WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?
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ARQUND THE WORLD

. o Witl’l ec{itorial comment

The 7th Day Adventist Church has postponed a decision on
whether to ordain women until at least 1988, accepting a unanimous
recommendation of its special commission on women’s ordination
“to take no definitive action at this time.” The 66-member ordina-
tion commission, which included 15 women, was about evenly divid-
ed on the matter in a recent straw vote, said Lowell Bock, one of
six vice-presidents of the church. “The church in that kind of split
doesn’t dare move ahead—not unless we have a good majority,” he
said. Mr. Bock related that a recent survey of North American
members of the church found that only 36 per cent of males and 38
per cent of females favored women’s ordination. “The rank and file
of the church isn’t even halfway there yet,” he said. The Associa-
tion of Adventist Women, which has about 700 active members,
gaid 19th century Adventist prophetess Ellen White had been offer-
ed the choice of ordination by church leaders. “Women should be
given the same choice today,” the association said.

The idea that a majority vote has the authority to establish the
teachings of the church is an error which has infested many church
bodies, including some “Lutheran.” But in our Lutheran Confes-
sions we rightly declare “The Word of God shall establish articles
of faith, and no one else, not even an angel,” Smalcald Articles, Con.
Trig. page 467, par, 15. We dare not forget that “all Scripture is
given by inspiration of God,” II Tim. 3:16. Therefore, “If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God,” I Pet. 4:11. “If any man
teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is accord-
ing to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing” ...I Tim. 6:3, 4.
The calling and installation of women into the Pastoral Office is
clearly forbidden in Holy Writ, I Cor. 14:34; I Tim. 2:12; 3:1-7.
The attempt on the part of all those who seek to circumvent these
plain words of Scripture indicate that they belong to those “which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them,” Rom. 16:17,

In London, the Church of England recently voted to investi-
gate Freemasonary, the secret society which has existed in Great
Britain since 1717. The investigation, overwhelmingly approved
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during a recent General Synod, will determine if Masonic beliefs and
practices are compatible with Christianity. There is no question,
however, for the Vatican, which has long imposed a prohibition
against Catholics holding membership in the organization. In a
front-page, unsigned editorial Feb. 22, L’Osservatore, the Vatican’s
semi-official newspaper, declared, “Christianity and Masonry are
essentially incompatible so that joining one means to separate one-
self from the other. The editorial cited at length the declaration on
Masonry issued Nov. 26, 1983, by the Vatican’s Sacred Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith. The document stressed that a ban
on membership remaing despite a change in the Code of Canon Law.
While the old canon law referred specifically to Masens called for
the automatic excommunication of all Catholics who join lodges, the
revised code makes excommunication optional and merely includes
Masons in a larger category of associations. The new code bars Ca-
tholic Masons from receiving Holy Communion because of their

“state of grave sin,” but leaves the decision of whether to excom-
municate to the bishops of the diocese.

True Lutherans oppose the Masonic lodge for Seriptural rea-
sons! The Masonic lodge confesses and worships a false god and
rejects the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Savior of the
world. The Lord Jesus says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, cmd of
the Holy Ghost,” Matt. 28:19. “All men should honor the Son, even
as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth:
not the Father which hath sent Him,” John 5:23. The lodge teaches
that we are made righteous by our own efforts and not by repent-
ance and faith in Jesus as our Savior. God declares, “Not by works
of m’ghteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us” ... Titus 3:5. Without Jesus and His salvation there
is no hope! “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man. cometh
unto the Father, tut by Me,” John 14:6.

Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, whose devotees to Transcendental
Meditation once included the Beatles, said that he had come. to
Washington, D. C.,—which he has designated ‘“the Continental
Capital of the Age of Enlightenment for North America”’—to a-
chieve no less than world peace. The plan, the Maharishi explain-
ed in an interview, is for a number of his followers to meditate in
a single group simultaneously in the U. S. Capitol, creating a ‘“uni-
fied field of enlightenment” that will solve all the world’s problems.
The guru, sitting on a raised divan surrounded by a dozen devotees,
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said he could get the job done with just 7,000 meditators, a num-
ber he had arrived at by working out the square root of 1 percent
of the world’s population. ‘“This would be a permanent solution for
all the ills of the world,” said the Maharishi, “it would be heaven
on earth.” The Maharishi claims 3 million meditators worldwide,
more than 1 million of them in the United States. About 800 of
them attend his university in the Iowa corn belt. Among the Maha-
rishi’s more stunning assertions was that when his 7,000 followers
start meditating together in Washington, they will eliminate famine
in Africa and hunger everywhere else.

Since the power of suggestion can indeed be a very potent
force, Transcendental Meditation appears to help those who suffer
with IMAGINARY illnesses. Just think of the deluded followers of
Mary Baker Eddy (Christian Science) who are taught to telieve
that the “divine mind” can cure all sickness! What then is the only
true cure for a world which lies in wickedness? (I John 5:19) The
Gospel of our dear Lord Jesus Christ which ALONE assures us of
pardon, peace, joy, and the promise of eternal life. “I am™ says the
Lord Jesus, “the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh un-
to the Father, but by Me,” John 14:6. “In Whom we have redemp-
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace,” Eph. 1;7. The Lord Jesus Christ, His salva-
tion, His Word, are the only Hope for our sin-stricken world,—“all
other ground is sinking sand,” Hymn 370. Not Transcendental Med-
ttation but “the effectual fervent prayer” of the Christian changes
things, James 5;16!

The Rev. Terry Cole-Whittaker, the 44-year—old founder of
Terry Cole-Whittaker Ministries, intends to buy air time in Chica-
go, as soon as she straightens out a few bookkeeping problems that
have led to minor financial difficulties. “Last year, our income was
$6 million, and our expenses were about $6.7 million,” she said. She
hasn’t asked her congregation for a raise. Cole-Whittaker still mak—
es the same $180,000 a year, plus expenses, that she drew.in 1984.
She urges her followers to enjoy their success in the here and now,
without guilt. She teaches, “If you are poor, you're irresponsible.”
Terry Cole-Whittaker fashioned her last name from those of her
first two husbands. Her third husband is a diamond broker and her
fourth marriage to businessman Leonard Radomile (who had drop-
ped his own career to serve as chairman of the Cole-Whittaker min-
istries) ended last year. “He went to start his own church,” she
said with an uproarious laugh. “You know, you inspire people, tell
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them how great they are, and they believe it and go do their own
thing. He’s out there working out his own karma.” Cole-Whittaker
said she has established a link with Christianity, but won’t limit
herself to that. “I experience myself as a disciple of Jesus,” she
explained. “And I also am eclectic, because I have perceived that
there are many enlightened masters. Jesus was one of them.”

A Christian pastor who is thoroughly familiar with Terry Cole-
Whittaker’'s theology, hit the nail on the head when he made the
following ‘observation:“She has distorted the Christian message.
She is quasi-religious at best. She doesn’t believe in sin. So there is
no need for Jesus Christ, who came to save us from sin.” We real—
ize, of course, that it is not popular to preach that “all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3:23. Nor is it popular
to preach that “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life
but he that believeth not the Son shdil not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him, John 3:36. But for us who believe that there is
ONLY ONE truly enlightened Master (Matt. 17:5), there is noth-
ing more precious than the story of Jesus and His love for us sin-.
ners!

" Derek Humphry was ready with the small bottle of seconal
and codeine a doctor friend had given him. He mixed the drugs with
coffee, went into the bedroom and handed the cup to his cancer-
consumed wife, Jean. She gulped it down and quickly fell asleep.
About an hour late, she was dead. “It gave her a comfort, a certain-
ty,” explained Humphry. Although abetting a suicide is illegal in
Britain, where Humphry was living, he was not prosecuted in the
1975 death. His conscience was clear, he said, and the suffering of
people like Jean became his cause. Humphry, 54 and now remar-
ried, is co-founder of the West Los Angeles-based Hemlock Society
and author of “Let Me Die Before I wake.” It’s the only book sold in
this country that tells how to commit suicide, with details on drugs
and dosages, Humphry said. “Let Me Die” has sold more than 36,
000 copies since it was first published for members in 1981, he said.
An expanded public edition, selling for $10, is now on sale at more
than 1200 bookstores nationwide, said Fred Jordan, a spokesman
for Grove Press of New York, which distributes the book. “We are
the first organ in the United States to say that many times assist-
ing a suicide is a decent thing, and it ought to be lawful,” he said
in an interview,

While Humphry’s argumentation may sound specious for eu-
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thanasia, its application would be a veritable nightmare! Why?-
Because of man‘s sinfulness! What a way to get rid of an unwanted
spouse, father or mother, etc., and obtain the insurance money or
inheritance! Who can begin to imagimne the manifold schemes which
the evil heart of man can devise! But, above all, where does the
Lord in His Word give us permission to take one’s own life simply
because that individual may have a terminal illness? On the contra-
ry, we are taught in Holy Writ that human life is sacred, a gracious
gift of the Creator, who also has determined the hour of our death.
“Seeing s days are determined, the number of his months are
with Thee, Thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass,”
Job 14:5. God always has a reason for allowing an individual to
to linger on a bed of sickness prior to his death. “For My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the
Lord,” Is. §5:8.

For the last 11 years Rev. Richard G. Butler and his followers,
have been training themselves and making their compound very
secure, b miles east of Hayden, Idaho, on their 20-acre tract of for-
ested and, an enclave complete with guard towers, a church build-
ing, printing presses and a rifle range, have been putting out the
word against Jews, Catholics, blacks, Mexican-Americans, etc. They
punctuate their message with white-supremacist rhetoric, Nazi sa-
lutes and cross burnings. In 1961 Butler joined forces with a Lan-
caster, Calif., organization known as the Church of Jesus Christ
Christian Aryan Nations. He worked with and studied under church
founder and leader Wesley Swift and took over as pastor shortly
after Swift died in 1971. Through sermons, annual white-suprem-
acist gatherings and an active prison-recruiting campaign, Aryan
Nations members work to let potential converts throughout the Pa-
cific Northwest know that the philosophy of ethnic purity so effec-
tively preached and practiced in Nazi Germany 40 years ago did
not die out in a Berlin bunker. “Hitler is the only man in the past
200 years who’s fought for the life of his people,” Butler says. He
preaches to his small flock every Sunday in Aryan Hall, a small,
brown church inside the guarded compound. The group rises in
unison, the men dressed in blue poplin jackets, white shirts and blue
ties, the women clad in conservative blue or white blouses and
skirts, and extend their right arms in a Nazi-style salute while But-
ler leads them in prayer.

The above has been gleaned from The Oregonian’s Sunday
Magazine (Nov. 18, 1984). Such arrogance and presumption are
most reprehensible! “For all men (whatever race and nationality)
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have sinned and come short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3:23; “and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned,” Rom. 5:12.
Therefore it is the Church’s duty to preach the Gospel to every cre-
ature, Mark 16:15, so that “he that telieveth and is baptized shall
be saved,” Mark 16:16. And also the fact that a person becomes a
Christian is due to the work of the Holy Spirit who has called him
by the Gospel and not due to any merit on maw’s part. Therefore
every sincere Christian must confess with the Apostle, “By the
grace of God I am what I am,” I Cor. 15:10. The only merit of
which we can boast, is the merit of our dear Savior, whose tlood
covers all of our sins, I John 1:7. And the above organization calls
itself “‘the Church of Jesus Christ” . .. 2?2 ? ?

—M.L.N.

sl

— CORRECTION —

On page 47 of the May-June issue the title of The President’s
Column was inadvertently omitted. It was the Bible passage: “Ye
shall be Witnesses unto Me,” Acts 1:8.

On page 51 of the same Bible reference at the end of the 3rd
paragraph of the article on Pentecost is incorrect. It should be: I
Cor. 1:24.

— The Editor
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