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God Spared Not 
His Own Son, 

But Delivered Him Up 
For Us All! 

--Romans 8 : 32. 
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Statement of Purpose: 

To.set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s .Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of. Con- 
oord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of 
l&3$. 

To show, on the basis Of Scripture 
What true -Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids, for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion a n d 
meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Conoordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who db this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share ouf 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice’ a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical in- 
formation .which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran’? church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happen- 
ings in the church and among the nations 
as signs of the times. 

.To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to oorrect any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
Statement Of doctrine or practice which 
may be UnClear t0 our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



We are more than conquerors ---- 
through him that loved us. 

Romans 8:37 

At the beginning of a new year we customarily wish one 
another a “Happy New Year. ‘( Do you ever pause in your thoughts 
to consider just why* we do that? . 

There are a number of reasons. One is that we of course 
sincerely wish, hope, and, as Christians, pray, God willing, that all 
our experiences and those of one another may be truly happy 
ones, in the evident sunshine of God’s love, all the year long. 
Another reason is that we know at the same time that this may 
not quite be the case for us. For our Lord has taught us that, as 
we live through life in this sinful world, “we must throu h. much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God? (Acts dAnd a --- 
still further reason is that we Christiansfirmly trust the promise 
of our Lord that “all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them-ho are the called according t$isTpose” ---- 
(Ram. 8:28rand that, in whatever afflictions may beTa? us, “we . 
are more than conquerors [%uperconquerorsfr from the Greekl -- 
through him that loved us.” (Rom. 8:37’, above) 

-- 

In our lifetime on earth we Christians often suffer the same 
kind of afflictions which the worldlings suffer: reverses in 
business, financial problems, problems in our homes and families, 
sickness, and even death of a loved one. And yet there is a vast 
difference here between the wicked unbelievers and the dear 
children of God in Christ Jesus. While God uses all kinds of 
trouble to punish the wicked, He uses troubles not to punish His 
ehildren but to chastise or train them, as a loving father does his 
beloved children.(Compare Is. 13:ll with Hebrews 12:6.) 

Now in the last part of Romans, chapter eight, the Apostle of 
the Lord mentions various kinds of troubles that we may have to 
face. But note that he makes the love of Christ for us supersede 
and conquer them all for us, on account of whose love we are 
they “that love God.” (verses 35 & 28) --- 

We are still too close to Christmas and now too close to Lent 
and Easter to forget or lightly esteem the great love of God for 
us in Christ Jesus, our dear Savior, “who was delivered for our 
offenses, and was raised again for our $%fKtion.“mT4:25) 
wetherpostle says in this chapter 8, verse 31-32: ‘*If God -- 
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be for t.$, who @an be agczinst us? He that spared not his own -- 
Son, but delivered him E for @&, how’-s?;all he. noTwith him 
&6 freelygive us allthings?” 

--m-- 
-- 

And so Paul concludes: “Who shall separate us from the love of -- -- 
Christ? shall tribulation; or distress, or ersecutioFrrfamine, or 
nakednesrz peril, or sword?” all -- (vrsiny, in these 
thin s WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THR3Um HIM 
T-g- HAT LWED-.“-z 31) 

Dear Brethren, remember that glorious truth throughout this 
whole new year. Then, in that victorious faith, whate’er befall, 
you will never lose heart, or stay discouraged but will in all 
eventualities still keep having a happy new year in your Lord and 
Savior. 

B.. David Mensing, President 

“Ye Have Flat PassedThisWay;Heretofore!" 
A New Year’s Meditation 

The words above are found in Joshua 3:4b and V;~I*C ?:rankc.:i: by 
this great leader of the children of .Israel as they completed a 
40-year journey in the wilderness and were now lodged at the 
farther side of the Jordan river. Before them lay the Promised 
Land toward which they had been traveling all these years. Yet 
this country was not open for their possession. What the next 
weeks and months would bring they did not know. They felt that 
the days ahead would require effort and self-denial, but what 
would the outcome be? They had not passed this way before. 

In a similar way the year 1985 lies ahead of us, a dark and 
unknown path. We have not passed this way before. We wonder: 
What will our journey along this new road bring us? Will our 
expectations be fulfilled, or will there be disappointments? Will 
there be prosperity or depression, gains or losses, successes or 
defeats, health or sickness and death? Where will this year lead 
us? 

It was important for Israel to follow God’s instructions closely. 
Through Joshua God told the people, “Sanctify 
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among -- 

meantxathey 
you!” yYZg?i,V% 

This were to purify their hearts according to the 
Law of Moses. It required them to recall past history and the 
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great deeds of God, but also to lament their many transgressions 
and resolve with penitence to serve the Lord better in the 
future. 

We also as followers of Christ will want to begin the new year 
with hallowed and sanctified souls and bodies. This will mean to 
repent of past sins and with God’s help to amend our lives. May 
we take refuge in the wounds of Him whose blood alone can 
cleanse from all sin, and may we give Him no cause to be 
disappointed in us in 1985! 

When the children of Israel reached the Jordan river, God 
miraculously parted the waters so that the priests, bearing the 
Ark of the Covenant, and all. the people passed over on dry 
ground. (chap. 3:17) They saw with their own eyes what wonders 
God can do for those who trust in Him. We have God’s Word and 
Sacraments to guide us through life, and we are to travel only on 
those paths which Holy Writ outlines for us. With strong faith in 
Him who knows all our needs and will help us! we will reap a 
harvest of temporal and spiritual blessings. 

As we launch out into 1985, let us take the Savior with us 
every step of the way and say with the hymn writer: 

Grant us now a glad new year, 
Amen, Jesus, hear us! 

- 0. w. s. 

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of 
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the 
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort. 
One of our joint endeavors IS the operation of a theological 
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you 
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but 
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we 
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For 
further information xoncerning us and our doctrinal posi- 
tion, call or write : 

Committee on Missions 
Rev. M. W. Dierking, chairman 
Wilmot, South Dakota, 57279 
Telephone (605) 938-4710 
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PRAY FOR YOUR COUNTRY 

During the month of February Americans observe the birthdays 
of two former Presidents: Abraham Lincoln on February 12 and 
George Washington on February 22. Throughout the world these 
men are remembered for the noble service which they rendered 
our country in this highest office in the land. These special days 
also serve to remind the Christian citizen that the government is 

ordained of God . . . 

Several weeks ago our president, Ronald Reagan, was 
inaugurated for a second term, and entered upon his solemn duties 
as the leader of our nation. It is fitting and proper that we as 
Christians citizens show a wholehearted interest in our 
government, support it to the best of our ability, and above all 
pray for the welfare of our President and all other officials. Zn 
his letters Paul often stressed the necessity of praying for those 
in authority, as in 1 Timothy 2:1-2, “1 exhort therefore, that, first 
of all, supplications, prayers, inter&&ions, and giving ofmthaq 
E made for all men; for kings, ---B-m and for all that are in authority; --- 
that we may lead a quiet and p 
hones5y7” 

-- GeableTf e in all godliness and --- 

In the light of this divine admonition may we always remember 
to include all civil authorities in our daily prayers, as we say: 

“0 merciful Father in heaven, who holdest in Thy hand all the 
mjghtof man, and who hast ordained the powers that be for the 
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of them that do well, 
and of whom is all rule and authority in the kingdoms of the 
world, we humbly beseech Thee graciously regard Thy servants, 
the President of the United States, our governors, our judges and 
magistrates, and all the rulers of the earth, that all who receive 
the sword, as Thy ministers, may bear it according to Thy 
commandment. So replenish them with Thy grace that they may 
always incline to Thy will and walk in Thy way. Set them all to 
be instruments of ThY blessings and crown them with 
loving-kindness and tender mercies forevermore, so that we, with 
them, may show forth the praise of Thy name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 

-0.w.s. 
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WE HO&Y FAMILY-A PATTERN 
FOR ALL CMRMflrlN FAMWES 
One of the most appealing Gospel le&On during the Epiphany 

season is recorded in Luke 2:41-52. As we read this beautiful 
account of Mary, Joseph, and the child Jesus, we learn that this 
holy family is a pattern for all Christian families. 

Living in Nazareth as a child, Jesus followed the system of 
religious instruction like every other Jewish boy. At the age of 3 
the Jewish child learned simple prayers and some Bible passages, 
At six the child was sent to the synagogue school, and at the age 
of 12 he became a son of the law, that is, he was considered old 
enough to be trained in the observance of religious duties. This 
marked a turning point in his life. 

When Jesus was 12 years old, his parents took Him along to 
the Feast of the Passover in Jerusalem. Women in Israel were not 
obligated to attend, but Mary, being pious and deeply interested in 
these special religious services, went along with her husband. 

All families would do well to pattern themselves after this one 
presented in Luke’s Gospel. Serious-minded parents realize that 
parenthood brings with it great responsibilities. They recognize 
their children as God’s gifts and realize their solemn duty to bring 
them up “in the nurturg and admonition of the Lord.” @ph. 6:4) It -- 
is not enough to train cmren to be acredit to themselves and 
their community. They must be trained first to live to the glory 
of God. Tn many homes such training is-eking, and is it any 
wonder that delinquency continues to rise in our nation? 

Joseph and Mary were greatly concerned about the spiritual and 
physical well-being of their Child. They taught by example and 
precept. God’s Word was the guiding light in their home. Theirs 
was a Godfearing family, and both parents and Jesus attended 
services in their local synagogue every Sabbath. Would that more 
families might be drawn to the house of the Lord where He is 
truly worshipped and exalted as our blessed Redeemer! 

Let us resolve in this new year of grace that our homes will 
be truly Christ-centered where godly parents train their children 
in an atmosphere of love and obedience to the Word of the Lord 
and where godly children continue under the influence of the 
Truth, both at home and in church, for then they will enjoy God’s 
blessings here in time and hereafter in eternity! May yours be 
and remain such a Christian home and family! 

-0.w.s. 
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“Suffered under Pontius Pilate 
VKIS crucified, dead, and buried.” 

But, behold, what indescribable anguish the holy and innocent 
Son of God endures already in the Garden of Gethsemane! “2 M 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39 , --f 
the SavGr- Gads. 

--- -m 
The realization that the hour was now 

approaching when He would lay down His life, as a sufficient 
ransom for the sins of the world, suffer the agony of hell itself 
as our Substitute, filled His soul with agony that His sweat fell as 
drops of blood to the ground. The way of the cross which lay 
before the Savior had been decreed by the Triune God to redeem 
us and all mankind from sin, death and hell. We hear no words 
of complaint come from the lips of the Savior, instead His willing 
subjection to the Will of His heavenly Father. “Not Q will, but 
Thine be done!” (Luke 22:42) -- 

We follow the Savior as He allows Himself to be taken prisoner 
in the Garden of Gethsemane and brought before Annas, the 
father-in-law of Caiphas, the high priest, where a servant of the 
high priest dares to strike Jesus, the Lord of lords and Ring of 
kings. After such shameful treatment Annas has Jesus bound and 
sends Him to Caiaphas where the Sanhedrin, the supreme council 
of the Jews, is assembled officially to pass sentence upon Jesus. 
The members of this council are so prejudiced that unashamedly 
they secure the testimony of two false witnesses. The Savior 
observes these unjust deliberations in silence. But when Caiaphas 
places the Lord Jesus under oath, saying, “I- adjure Thee & the 
living God, that Thou tell g whether Thou be the Christ, the Son 
of God,” (Matt. 26:63) T.hen the Savior speaks: “And Jesus said, I v--n 
G.-ark 14:62) What shameful treatment is then accorded the 
Gior.“Then did they SPit & -e 
others smote Him with 
unto us, thonhrist, 
26:67,6x - 

---- 

NOW the Lord Jesus is led to Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
governor from whom the Jews must secure permission to carry 
out the death sentence which they had already imposed upon the 
Savior. Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered Jesus into 
his hands out of envy, (Mark 15:lO) This Roman leader vainly 
attempts to extricate himself from having to give his consent for 
the Savior’s execution. We observe his feeble attempt to shift his 
responsibility to Herod, the ruler of Galilee, who happened to be 
in Jerusalem for the festivities of the Passover. And how did this 
murderer of John the Baptist treat the Lord Jesus? “And Herod 
with his men of war set Him at nought, and mockedHim, a& p----v 
KyeTHim in a gorgeous 
TLuke 23’m - - 

robe, and sent Him again to Pilate? ---- - 
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So vehement was the hatred of the Jews that when Pilate 
offers them the choice between Barabbas and Jesus, they choose a 
notorious robber and murderer to. be set free and God’s Son to be 
put to death. So vehement was the hatred of the Jews that 
Pilate could elicit no sympathy or compassion from them for the 
Lord Jesus. “Then Pilate therefore 
And the sold Kplatted a cro= 

took Jesus, and scourged Him. -m 
ofthorns, and put E on?& 

head,xd they put on Him a purple>obe, and said, Hail, King of 
the Jews! and they smoFHrm with their hands. Pilate therefore 
Gtxthagain, and saithxtfie-ehold I bring Him forth -- 
mu, that ve marknow that I findnofaulti%Him. Then c8me -- --w- 
zsrfo- ?%axg thecrown ofthorns, and the pus z 
And Pi= saith unto them, BehoG the man!” (Jxn 19:1-5?xt -- 
the hatred of the Jews was so veh=erthat no matter what 
Pilate did to the Savior, he could not cause them to turn aside 
from the’ murderous course they had chosen to follow. Therefore 
their cries pierce the morning air, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 
(John 19:6) 

Carrying His cross, the Lord Jesus walks down the Way of 
Sorrows, the Via Dolorosa. Outside the city of Jerusalem the 
weary Savior has His cross carried the rest of the way by Simon 
of Cyrene, being forced to do so by the Roman soldiers. At the 
site of the crucifixion, Golgotha, one would think that now the 
vehemence of the Jews would give way to natural compassion and 
sympathy as they behold the pitiful appearance of Christ and 
observe His intense anguish of body and soul. Rut what do we 
read? “And thev 

saying, 
that passed h reviled Him, wagging their heads, 

and Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in -- 
three days, save thyself. 
from the crX 

If thou bet.he Son ofod, come %w% v--w -- 
--- Likewise-also the chief priests mocking Him, 
with the scribes and elders,idFHe saved others; Himself He -- 
cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come m-m 
down from the cross, and we will believe Him.HeGtedh God; --- 
let Him deliver Him ii?&, if Hewill have%:-% He said, I am --- -- -- 
the Son of God. The thieves also. whichexcrucified with Him. 
castthe GrnTn His teeth” (Mz. 27:39-4x 

-’ 

Finally, having rendered full satisfaction for all of our sins, 
having experienced the torments of hell in our stead, the Savior 
yields His soul and dies a real death on the cross. When the 
soldiers made certain that Jesus was dead, Pontius Pilate gave 
permission to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus to take down 
the body of Jesus, whii3h was then placed in the tomb of Joseph 
of Arimathea. 

As we Christians contemplate the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, 
especially during the Lenten Season, then it must do more than 
simply evoke our compassion and sympathy-it should prompt us to 
recognize the horribleness of our sins which caused such bitter 
suffering on the part of the Savior as expressed so adequately by 
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I caused Thy grief und sighing 
By evils multiplying 
As countless as the sands, 
I caused the woes unnumbered 
With which Thy soul is eumbered, 
Thy sorrows raised by wicked hands. 

Tis I who shouZd be smitten 
My doom should here be written: 
Bound hand and foot in hell. 
The fetters and the scourging, 
The $Zoods around Thee surging, 
Tis I who have deserved %hem well. 

But, above all, we recognize %he unf‘athomable love und mercy 
of ‘God to us unworthy sinners in the bitter sufferings of the Lord 
&sus Christ ! Wu% God commendeth His love toward us, in thut, 
while we were-t sinners9 Chris% cim for us.” (Rorn. sm, For 
w ?&is in Christ, reconciling the *ti~!dunto NimseEf9 not 
imputin~th.i?r trespasses unto themT(.2 Car. 5:l9) fBThe blood3 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanse%h us ,/Yom s sin/ (1 John 4:7) 
T%zig now juXfieF& His bkood;we shatl besffved from wrczth 
through.~m. If 

-- 
(Ram, 5:9)-!ln Whom-e have redemption through 

His blood, the forgiveness 07 sins, acztiing to the riches of His _I_- 
B”ce, I’ @ph. 1~7) Through-fam in Jesus all?th~blessings whm 
Chris% earned for all men on the cross ARE OUR VERY OWN 

Should no% such unmerited love beyond all description prompt us 
Christian to “live under Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness?” 

tVha% Zanguage shalt I borrow 
To thank Thee, deares% Friend, 
For %his, Thy1 dying sorrow, 
‘IBy pity without end? 
Oh, make me Thine forever! 
And’should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
Outlive my Zove for Thee. 

(L.M. f 72) 

--M.L,N. 



Vhe blood of Jesus Christ,, His Son, cieanseth us from ail sin. 

He that hath the Son hath life. 

Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 

Lord Jesus, Thou art going fdrth, For me Thy life to offer! 

Enslaved by sin and bound in chains . . . We wretched, guilty 
captives lay! 

Not My will, but Thine be done! 

Vo redeem them that were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. 

Everyone that is of the truth heareth My voice! 

No man kaketh it from /tie, but I lay it down of Myself! 

$tavicb*, ‘Thy dying fove Thou gavesi me; Nor should ! aught withhold, 
Bear Lord, from Thee! 

Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me, By Thy stripes, iord; is made 
whole! 

As TMoses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man. be Iifted up! 

S:;rely,, He bath borne our griesf and carried our sorrows! 

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into l-i;s 

either is there salvation in any 
under heaven given among 

other: for there is none other name 
men, whereby we must be saved! 

-0.W.S. 



With the Reformation a new era of preaching came into being. 
Luther emphasized the pure Gospel, and with that Biblical 
preaching was again. heard, preaching which stressed the doctrines 
of the Bible, especially justification by faith. It was preaching 
that had one dominant theme: Christ the Savior of all mankind! 
Luther was the chief exponent of such preaching and has been 
called the greatest preacher since the days of the apostles. 

Luther considered the Gospel ministry the greatest profession 
on earth and wrote that there is no dearer treasure on earth than 
a real and faithful pastor. To him preaching was an awesome 
responsibility, as evidenced from his famous vestry prayer, in 
which he said, among other things, “Lord God, use me as Thy 
instrument in Thy service. .Only do Thou not forsake me; for if I 
am left to myself, I shall certainly ruin everything!” 

Of Luther’s sermons some 2,000 have been preserved and are 
contained in the Weimar edition of his writings. His sermons 
were simple, direct, and practical. They were full of thunder and 
lightning, but this was followed by the soft blowing of the Holy 
Spirit in the Gospel. 

Luther’s first sermon was preached in 1512 in Wittemberg, 
Germany, o-Matthew 7:12. His last sermon was delivered in 
Eisleben two days before his death=February 18, 1546, and was 
based on Matthew 11:25-30. The last. portion of this sermon is 
most touching, when we consider that he was never to enter the 
pulpit again. Be spoke as follows: “Christ says, Come to Me, all 
who labor and are heavy-laden, and it as though He were 
saying, Just stick to Me, hold on to My Word and let everything 
else go. If you are burned and beheaded for it, then have 
patience. I will make it so sweet for you that you easily would 
be able to bear it . . . I give you the Spirit so that the burden, 
which for the world would be unbearable, becomes for you a light 
burden. For when you suffer for My sake, it is My yoke and My 
burden . . . Let misfortune, sin, death, and whatever the devil 
and the world loads upon you , assail and assault you, if only you 
remain confident and undismayed, waiting upon the Lord in faith, 
you have already won,, you have already escaped death and far 
surpassed the devil and the world . . . This and much more might 
be said concerning this Gospel, but I am too weak and we shall 
let it go at that.” 

May God preserve such Christ-centered preaching among us and 
generations to come to the glory of His name and the welfare of 
immortal souls! 
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The Oeath and Burial of Luther 
Death, according to God’s Word; is the wage or penalty of sin. 

The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23) 
Thus, it was uponihe?ntrance of sin Gto the world that death 
also entered into the- world. The Bible says, “Wherefore, 8s 5 
one man sin entered into the world, and death & sin; and so m- 
deathFssed upon g Gn,for that arhave sinned.r (Romans 
5:12)Thus, when we taGbox a=neF da, no matter who it 
may be, such a person’s death must ultimately be explained as 
being the judgment of God upon our sinful condition which we 
inherited from Adam’s Fall into sin. 

In the month of February we Lutherans are wont to think upon 
the death of Martin Luther, who died on February 18, 1546. The 
final days and the death and burial of Luther are chronicled as 
follows: “In January, 1546, he calls himself ‘old, worn out, 
sluggish, weary, cold, and now even one-eyed,’ and yet the warrior 
put on the armor of peace and on the 23rd set out the third time 
to settle a petty quarrel between the petty counts of Mansfield. 
He made peace at Eisleben on February 17, and became ill and 
grew worse. ‘Reverend father, will you stand steadfast by Christ 
and the doctrine you have preached?’ ‘Yes.’ 2:45 a.m., February 
18, 1546, he died and was buried on the 22nd under the pulpit of 
the Castle Church at Wittenberg.: (The Concordia Cyclopedia, 
C.P.H., 1927, Page 424) 

Yes, Luther, as all men from Adam, died. He died because he, 
as all men, was a sinner from his mother’s womb. Death plays no 
favorites as men may wish or reason. Great or small alike must 
suffer the wages of sin. However, thanks to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for our sins and paid for them all, the sting of 
death has been removed. “0 death, where is thy sting? 12 grave, 
where is thy victory? 
of sin % the law. 

Thesting of death 5 s&; and the strength 
Bunhanks --m- 

&tory through our 
be to God, whicrgixh US the 

Ed Jesus ChrEt.“(1 Cor. 15:55-57) Thus, 
anyone, small or gr- who enters death with faith in the 
forgiveness of sins earned by Christ, shall suffer only the 
temporal death, but not the second death of eternal damnation in 
hell. This is why Luther was asked on his deathbed, “Reverend 
father, will you stand steadfast by Christ and the doctrine you 
have preached?” Even Luther could not enter rest in heaven 
unless he in his own heart still clung to the blessed Gospel of 
Christ. Since Luther did so believe unto his death, he did in fact 
enter heaven. Thus, even when we observe the death of Luther, 
let us realize that he went to heaven not because he was the 
great Reformer, but because he, by the grace of God, believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Thus, whenever we observe the death of any of God’s saints, 
especially when such saints were prominent or well-known, let us 
ever keep firmly in mind that it is finally the grace .of God, that 
is, THE UNMERITED FAVOR OF GOD TO SINNERS FOR 
CHRIST’S SAKE, that saved them. Only by the grace of God in 
Christ is anyone able to pass from death unto life. 

This blessed truth serves as both a summons and a comfort. It 
summons all men to put aside the foolish notion that their. own 
good works or other self-proclaimed righteousness will prepare 
them for their death. It summons all men to repent of their sins 
and self-righteousness and to trust alone in Christ Jesus, “who 
hath abolished death, and hath brou ht life and immortality- 

F- 
m through the Gasp- mirn*) Thenzr all who do g 
act trust in Christ for forgiveness and salvation, there is truly 

comfort in the hour 
and rose again even 
bringxth him/T -- 
with these words.?? ( -- 

of death. “For if we believe that Jesus died --- 
so them alsowhic?sleep 5 Jesus will God --- 
Thess. 4:14FWherefore comfort one another 
1 Thess. 4:18) 

-E.R.S. 
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This is the first report concerning our Seminary for the year 
1985. One might wonder why these articles continue to appear 
when there are no classes and your professors are in a 
semi-retired status at the .present time. How can there be 
anything to report, and if there is nothing, why not use this space 
for some other material of a doctrinal or practical nature? 
Actually, there is a very significant reason for continuing these 
reports. They are intended to keep before the eyes and minds of 
us all that our Seminary is still in existence and that it remains 
ready to be reactivated in the event that there is application and 
acceptance of a qualified student. We dare never lose sight of 
the fact that one of our continuing concerns as a Conference 
must be the providing for a future ministry in our midst. 

In the light of this fact your professors have continued to work 
the revision and updating of our Seminary Catalog. This work has 
been completed, and at this writing it is in the hands of the 
chairman of our Committee on Theological Education for further 
.study and approval. Then both professors and the chairman plan 
to meet together to arrange for the final adoption and subsequent 
printing of this new catalog. As soon as it is ready, our 
congregations will be informed and can then order a supply for 
use in their own midst. It will also be available to others outside 
of our Conference who request a copy and who are interested in 
our church body and its program of theological training. 

In our Seminary Report of one year ago we put these questions 
for serious consideration, and they deserve to be repeated: What 
would you do without a pastor to shepherd your soul? What if 
some disability struck your pastor? What if he were taken from 
you by death? In that report we also pointed out that our 
pastors are growing older and are subject, no less than other 
people, to the ills of the day and also to death. While our sinful 
flesh might wish that we. not dwell on these matters, it would be 
a serious mistake for us as children of God to ignore their reality 
and to delay or postpone any consideration and action until a dire 
need arises. Now is the time to think, to discuss, to plan, to 
support, to enZi?age, and above all, to pray that our heavenly 
Father would guide us and direct our way also in this important 
area of our work. 

As you meditate on these things, may it deepen your resolve to 
put forth every effort so that you, your children and theirs will 
always have God’s Word in its truth and purity and a faithful, 
competent pastor in your midst! 

-0.W. Schaefer, President 



. . . tith edit4 comment 
Passing up the debate between President Reagan and tialter 

Mondale at home on television, a throng of 5,000 worshipers had 
come to the massive Cathedral of St. John the Divine on a 
Sunday night to join in ‘a colorful interfaith service celebrating 
“The Oneness of the Human Family. tt The service included choral 
anthems and liturgical dance, a jazz prelude, and was billed as 
the opening of %piritual Summit VI.” Thirty leaders from a 
variety of world religions attended the service. The candlelight 
procession that opened the service included leaders of Christian, 
Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, Native American and other religious 
faiths. Dr. Karen Singh, leader of the Indian National Hindu 
organization, who began by chanting an ancient Sanskrit 
invocation, told the crowd that “the many streams of our separate 
religions should merge into one stream for peace and well-being 
to save mankind from total destruction.” 

Here we have a veritable hodgepodge of different religions 
ranging from those representing Christian denominations to those 
completely outside the pale of Christendom. Yet, they join forces 
To save mankind from total destruction.” We know that only 
faith in the Gospel brings that peace which passes all human 
understanding, a peace which the world cannot give. (John 14:27) 
A Christian dare never sacrifice Scriptural principles in the 
laudable attempt to gain a wordly peace. While we should strive 
to live in peace with all men, Romans 12-18, we Christians also 
know that the world will continue to be plaguea with wars until 
the King of Peace comes in the clouds of “heaven to lead His 
Church into everlasting peace!” 

A Satanist-rock band from Denmark made its first American 
appearance in a Beaverton, Oregon record shop; P&ore than 100 
teen-aged fans- some from as far away as Seattle came to meet 
the members of the band, Mercyful Fate. The crowd remained 
quiet for three hours as the young musicians (all in their 20s) 
autographed records, posters and clothing. The band’s publicity 
material said that lead singer King Diamond’s show includes a 
gruesome painted face, a microphone stand constructed of human 
leg bones, and a large crucifix that he ignites. The Danish band 
has produced only two albums but those have attracted attention 
partly because of Diamond’s Satanist lyrics, which he said reflect 
his philosophy of life. “People are not born to follow things 
written in .books 2,000 years ago,” he said. A fan shouted, “I love 
Satan*? at drummer Kim Ruzz as the musician prepared to 
autograph something. Ruzz snapped at the fan before writing, 
“Be your own God” on a piece of paper. 
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Anyone who is acquainted with the writings of Martin Luther 
knows how highly the Reformer praised mu& as a gracious gift 
of God. Hut Luther also warned how music has been used as a 
tool of the devil. The above is an example how this was being 
done in 1984. American culture reaches a new low when such rock 
bands gue out such rot throughout the length and breadth of our 
country enriching themselves from those who, like the Athenians, 
always want “to hear some new thing.” (Acts 17:21) And the 
near-worship given to such rock groups by modern youth during 
the past years has become such a craze as to cause genuine 
concern even among educators and parents. Above all, such 
blasphemy is an abomination to the Lord and therefore repugnant 
to every sincere Christian. To ward off being taken captive by 
the devil and his abuse of music, we must heed the admonition, 
“Let the word of Christ dwell fi you richly & all wisdom; 
t~hi~~dm~nishing one another @ psalms andhymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with-pace @ your hearts to the Lord. And --P m 
whatsoever ye do in wofir deed, do all in the name of the Lord s--s- -s-- -- 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father h HimCol. 3:16,11) ---- 

Reports from inside China indicate new horrors prevail among the 
peasant population as the urban central government attempts to 
force a lower birth rate upon the Chinese people. The July, 1984 
issue of INSIDE MAINLAND CHINA reveals the harrowing 
testimony of Chinese gynecologists who admit, “Our work is 
midwifery and murder. Just before the child’s head appears we 
must give a lethal injection on its head. If a woman has a first 
child we act as midwives. If she has a second we must kill it. 
This is our work,- and the orders which we have to carry out.t1 
Further pursuit of truth reveals peasant women are forced to 
suffer artificially induced abortions as late as eight months. In 
the distant rural villages pregnant women hasten to hide at the 
approach of government officials sent to enforce the one-child 
policy of the communist government. (Christian News, SepL 10, 
‘I 984). 

Most people in our country would be appalled and sickened to 
read the above news item and would certainly deplore such 
butchery. Some would declare: “What else can you expect from a 
communistic form of government!” While it is true that-at least, 
thus far-our government has not commanded the one-child policy 
of the communist government, it is a fact that our government 
allows the legali&~I murder of the unborn infants ever since the 
ruling handed down from the United States Supreme Court in 
January of 1973. Each day thousands of unborn children are 
murdered by means of abortion in our country How long can 
God% Commandment “THOU SHALT NOT KILL” be trampled upon 
before such transgressors experience the justifiable wrath of our 
righteous God!! “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of m- -- 
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His saints, E execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that s- 
z ungodIy among them of all their-qay-deeds which they 
have ungodly commitST 7. V-ude 14,151 

Troubled by a guilty conscience for 26 years, an 81-year-old 
Oregon woman recently sent the State of Calilfornia $10 to make 
amends for a crime she committed long ago-smuggling a lo-cent 
cactus over the border. In her confession letter to the California 
Highway Patrol, the elderly woman admitted she had lied to ‘the 
border inspectors over two decades before when she and her 
husband were driving into the state. In Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, a 
man recently returned century-old court records stolen 45 years 
ago. Along with the records .was a letter from the thief-a 
former resident-apologizing for his crime. He admitted he’d 
taken the records, but he wanted to return the documents because 
he had “become a Christian.” 

The above are merely a few of the examples of an aroused and 
accusing conscience. Our conscience, which all men possess, tells 
us that there is God who demands holiness. The Law is written 
in the heart of man and his conscience tells him whether he is 
doing right or wrong. (Romans 2:14,15) Man may attempt to 
stifle his conscience, but it remains to accuse him. Recause of 
sin, there is also an erring conscience which would seek to excuse 
man% non-conformity to God% Law. The only way to get rid of an 
evil conscience is by believing that the .blood of Jesus Christ, 
God% Son, cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 1:7), since Jesus paid 
the penalty in our stead. (2 Car. 5:21; Gal. 3:13) Then the 
Christian will strive with the aid of the Holy Spirit to bring forth 
the fruits of his faith and seek to make restitution wherever 
possible. (Remember Zacchaeus, Luke 19) Only when our 
conscience rests upon the Word of God can we have a good 
conscience! 

-M.L.N. 



FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 
Albrecht Diirer (147lMZ8) 

The untethered ox of its own accord follows the Holy Family. The heads 
of cherubim fill the Clouds. The luxuriant foliage attracts atterztiorr.. 
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