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Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
cord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture 
What true’christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion a n d 
meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share Oul’ 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical in- 
formation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the variow so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happen- 
ings in the church and among the nations 
as signs of the times. 

TO be truthful and factual in our re- 
Porting and freely to correct a.ny mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may cre,ate a wrong impression. 



%ea rch the Scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life; -- --- 
and they are they whichxtify of Me.” 

John 5:39 
-e 

P-B 

We are coming closer to the month of October as these lines 
are written, the month each year when we especially remember 
Martin Luther, God’s servant who brought back to the Christian 
Church the Holy Scriptures as its one and only authority. But 
what good are the Scriptures to us unless we use them? All too 
often,. even in Christian homes, the Bible is simply put on a shelf. 
or table to be dusted instead of being read, searched, and trusted. 

It was one of the chief things that Luther did, that, already 

when in protective custody at the Wartburg Castle, he set about 
to translate the New Testament in 1521, finishing it in the next 
year; and that from then on until 1534 he also translated the Old 
Testament into the language of his people. His was the finest 
and most exact translation of the Bible into German, just as we 
may still say approximately about the English King James Version 
of 1611. 

Yet we are not to think that no one had the Scriptures at all 
before these times. There were indeed the ancient manuscripts in 
Hebrew and Greek in the early centuries. There was the Bible 
translated into Latin (the Vulgate) by Jerome in the 4th Century, 
as well as translations into many other tongues. And already in 
the 14th Century there were some translations into German and 
English; even though none of these met the splendid standards, 
especially in the clear-cut language, of Luther’s and the KJV. 

What then did Luther mean by saying that the Scriptures were 
“benchedrr, under the Papacy ? He does not thereby deny that there’ 
were also then copios of the Bible available, though scarce. He 
deplores the fact that Scripture was denied supremacy in the 
Church and that both clergy and laity had a very scanty 
knowledge of it, so that they could not judge the false and 
damning doctrines of self-righteousness ‘proclaimed and practiced 
in the Papacy. 
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What good does it do you if you have the Bible but don’t use it 
as you should? The Lord Jesus texes us not only to hear it 
preached and taught (Luke 1128; Rom. 10:17), but also to read it 
(1 Tim. 4:13) and to search the Scriptures, particularly because 
they bring to us 
searching the 

eternal lifrin Christ our Savior. Are you 
Scriptures ? Do-u do this each week and day at 

home? And are you found in your church’s Bible Class for thz 
very purpose? To search means to hz until- have found the 
treasure you are looking for. If you were looking for a precious 
jewel lost in your chest of drawers, would you just open each 
drawer and briefly glance at the contents from the surface? 

How prepared are you, by the ‘Scriptures, to assure yourself and 
others of the wag0 heaven and of the many other doctrines of 
the Bible so important to us in these last days of the world? 
Rlay we all celebrate the wonderful Reformation of the Church 
this year (Oct. 31, 1517) not only in word but alsoinTeed, not 
only by thanking God that we have the Bible, but also by 
systematically learning (if we haF forgotten) to search the 
Scriptures, to know them well, and to use them efficiently both 
for ourselves and others! 

I-I. David Mensing, President 

What If Luther Were Alive Today? 

It is certainly a thought-provoking question: What if Luther 
were alive today? If Luther could be resurrected to behold the 
conditions in visible Christendom today, he would probably suffer 
such a shock that he would have to be buried again. Actually, 
the conditions of wider Christendom would not shock Luther as 
much as what currently exists in Lutheranisnr. The conditions in 
outer Christendom are really quite parallel to the conditions of 
the Reformation days when there were not only Lutherans, but 
also Anabaptists, the. Sacramentarians (Carlstadt, 21wingli, 
Oecolampadius, etc.), and the utterly enthusiastic, radical, 
church-burning Zwickau prophets who thought they had direct 
revelations from God and who thought they could even detect 
from a person’s face whether or not he was of the elect! Yes, 
today’s Millenialist 2, today’s tongue-speaking Charismatics, 
today’s so-called Bvangelicals and Non-denominationalists, and 
many other sects, all find their roots in the Anaba.ptists, the 
Zwinglians, the Calvinists, and the Enthusiasts of Luther’s day. 
While still disturbing, today’s conditions in outer Christendom 
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would not shock Luther. 

What would truly shock Luther is what he would find in those 
churches which call themselves, .“Lutheran.” We place the name, 
“Lutheran,” in quotes because most churches which call 
themselves, Lutheran, are far, far from the true orthodox, 
confessional Lutheranism which was established under the Augsburg 
Confession of 1530. Most. of the presentI.dav Lutheran churches 
are a religious smorgasbord of varying and conflicting confessions 
and practices. In today’s so-called Lutheran churches, including 
the once orthodox Missouri Synod, we can find in abundance the 
following un-Scriptural positions: tongue-speaking Charismatics; 
secret Millenialists; Antinomians (those who reject the law 
completely); outright deniers of the inerrancy of the Bible; rank 
unionists (those who worship with all faiths); deniers of the deity 
of Christ; deniers of the physical resurrection of Christ; espousers 
of Reformed doctrine; and as the last straw, there are so-called 
Lutherans who are currently dialoguing with the Roman Catholics 
and are ready to sacrifice even justification by grace alone 
through faith alone so that supposedly Luther and the Pope may 
be one again. Yes, these pseudo-Lutherans even resort to quoting 
Luther out of context to seemingly justify their devilish goals. 

Actually, if Luther were alive today, much of what exists in 
the Lutheran churches would probably not exist simply because 
Luther would not have stood for it one minute. In his writings, 
in his sermons, in his letters, and in his very person and presence, 
Luther put the fear of God into men% hearts. The respect and 
authority Luther possessed in his day, and which his writings 
continue to exude, is due to the fact that Luther clung 
tenaciously and unapologetically to the authority of the Word of 
God. Luther was a living example of what God meant when He 
said, “But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and ---- 
of a contrite spirit, 
the- same time, 

and-embm atmyWord.“;(IsaiFh 66:2)x 
because of Luthz’s unwavering devotion to 

Scripture, be also breathed forth in pen and life the love and the 
peace of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Luther loved Christ’s Gospel. 
Luther loved to proclaim the blessed truth that Christ is not an 
angry judge, but the forgiving Saviour of sinners for whom He 
shed His holy precious blood. Luther loved Christ and Christ’s 
Gospel because he knew from God’s Word that Christ loved and 
forgave him and all sinners as the very Gospel says. 

lndeed, if Luther were alive today, for the very sake of the 
Gospel, he would be the same Luther who stood before the Diet 
of Worms and said, “Here I stand!” Luther’s boldness, his 
firmness, his refusal to compromise, indeed his all-consuming 
opposition to false brethren, were due, not to some misguided 
egotism as his enemies alleged, but to his firm belief in and love 
for the Gospel. Luther would die rather than give up the gospel 
of God’s grace in Christ. 
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Now, as we ifiink about it, it is really not necessary for Luther 
to be alive today. Even though we may not possess the great 
gifts of Luther, we can carry on the blessed work of Luther by 
simply holding fast to and proclaiming the true faith of the 
Scriptures as did Luther. As the Bible says, “Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” (I Cor. 16:13) May 
God so help us? 

-E.R.S. 

Do We Need Another Martin Luther? 

“Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.” 
These were the courageous words, so familiar to all of us, spoken 
by Martin Luther in 1521 when he appeared before King Charles V 
and the papal representatives in the city of Worms, Germany. 
How did this come about? 

Actually, it began on October 31, 1517 when Luther posted his 
Ninety-five ‘Theses against Gohn Tetzel’s disgraceful selling of 
indulgences. When Pope Leo X saw that the uproar created by 
these Theses would not disappear by itself, he sent his 
representative, Cajetan, to bring Luther back into line. When the 
visit of Cardinal Cajetwn met with failure, another pap81 
representative was sent, Karl van Miltitz, who tearfully plea.ded 
with Luther to desist in attacking the papacy. A.gain, the meeting 
was in vain. Rome n-de yet another attempt to silence Luther 
by commissioning Dr. John Eck who engaged Luther in debate. 
But Eck did not succeed. Shortly after his meeting with Luther 
Eck went to Rome and advised the Pope to threa.ten Luther with 
excommunication. Luther’s writings so infuriated the Roman Pope, 
particularly his book on “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church” 
that the threat of excommunication was carried out in 1520. We 
are told that Dr. E’ck triumphantly carried a copy of this Bull of 
Excommunication as he traveled about Germany. And what was 
Luther’s response? He took the document and cast it into the 
fire. On April 17 & 18, 1521 Luther was summoned to appear in 
the city of Worms before the emperor and papal legates. 

As we today in spirit picture that scene which took place 463 
years ago, we must marvel at the bravery and courage of this 
lowly monk! After all, Luther had already been excommunicated 
by the Roman Pope which meant that his teachings were 
condemned and all his books were to be burned. Luther was 
branded a heretic which automatically brought with it the death 
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penalty in those days. Luther was fully aware of all this, yet he 
unflinchingly held to his position. Why? What made him so bold 
and courageous? Was it personal pride or just plain 
stubbornness? Nothing of the kind! 

Even a casual reader of Luther’s life must confess that the 
Word of God was the beginning, middle, and end of Luther’s whole 
work. The Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit, was his weapon, 
his only weapon. Luther did not create his own teaching, he did 
not spin it out of his own garden, he did not lay claim, to visions 
and revelations,- he simply believed that the Bible is the sole 
source and norm of all teaching in the Church and that whatever 
is contrary to that Word is from the father of all lies, the devil. 
Luther believed that the Bible is the Word of God which we are 
to believe and faithfully to confess for in it we have Jesus, our 
dear Savior, who. is the very heart, core, and center of the 
Scriptures. Luther believed that since the Bible is God’s Word, we 
have no right to change it one iota. No wonder, Luther possessed 
such courage and was one of the outstanding heroes of the faith! 

Listen to Luther’s own words. “People are not to believe me, 
the church, the fathers, the apostles, or even an angel from 
heaven if we teach anything contrary to the Word of God. But 
the Word of the Lord should stand foreve?. “1 must place the 
Word of God above everything. I must hazarh’life and limb, the 
world’s favor, my property, honor, and all my welfare that I may 
keep it (the Word of God) and cling to Ch.rist as to my most 
precious Treasure in heaven and on earth” (What Luther Says, Vol. 
III, 4779,4X34.). 

Would to God that all those who lay claim to the name 
Lutheran would possess that same attitude which characterized 
Luther! But, unfortunately, such is not the case. Look at the 
,vast number of so-called Lutherans who literally tear the Word of 
God apart to suit their own whims! Such aberrations are found 
not only in the very liberal synods such as the LCA, ALC, AELC, 
but also within those synods which are generally recognized as 
conservative. The last issue of Affirm, for example, contains an 
article written by Dr. Ewald J. Otto (a retired Missouri Synod 
pastor) on Unionism. He frankly acknowledges, “As this article is 
being written the mail brings a copy of a Missouri Synod church 
bulletin with the announcement that the speaker for both services 
on mission Sunday would be : a woman United Methodist pastor. 
This sort of unionism has been going on there for some years. 
The District president has been fully informed. His continued 
response is that he .is ‘counseling’ the pastor. Somewhere along 
the line, some five years of counseling should lead to some 
action. Such examples of tolerance of unionism could be 
multiplied” (August 1984). 

For years the Christian News (published by Rev. H. Otten) has 
pointed out such glaring examples of unionism and other doctrinal 
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aberrations within the Missouri Synod. Then there is the sad 
aberration within the Wisconsin Synod and the Norwegian Synod on 
the doctrine of the Church & the Ministry. Regretfully, they no 
longer adhere to the Scriptural ,zaching that the local Christian 
congregation is the only divinely instituted external fellowship in 
the Church and the Pastoral Office the only divinely ordained 
office in the Church. 

IIn view of all of the aberrations which have crept into the 
various Lutheran synods it has often been stated: “What need is 
another Martin Luther ?I’ But if those who claim to be Lutheran, 
however, would simply hold fast to the teachings of Holy Writ as 
Martin Luther did, and then seek to defend the pure teachings of 
Scripture against all error, another Martin Luther would certainly 
not be necessary. That the Lord may grant this, is our fervent 
prayer as we commemorate the great blessings bestowed upon us 
by the Lord through the work of Martin Luther. 

In the July-August, 1984, issue the word “not” was inadvertently 
omitted from the first sentence on page 75 in the article “Dr. 
Pieper on the Doctrine of Church Government.@’ The sentence 
should read as follows: “But all that Christ Himself has not 
commanded is left entirely up to their Christian pleasure and 
their decision.” 

Also inadvertently omitted in the same article was the 
following paragraph, which should be inserted after the second 
paragraph on page 74: 

“The whole question of church government Christ Himself 
settled when He says, ‘One is your Master, even Christ; but all ye -- 
are brethren.’ 

v- 
Matt. 23:8. In the church there is only one ruling 

Master. That is Christ. The church is the most absolute monarchy, 
,that is to say, a Kingdom in which there are not several or many 
but only one Ruler. In order that the sole rule stays with Him 
and no human rule is smuggled in beside it-since He uses human 
beings to proclaim Hi% Word-therefore He commands all men who 
open their mouths to speak in the church that they proclaim only 
God’s Word, not their own word. ‘If any man speak, let him 
speak as of the oracles of God.” 1 Pet 4:ll. 

-The Editor 
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LUTHER: 
An ExemPCary Christian Father 

“I have sent a saint, a living saint, to heaven!” With these 
words Luther replied to his friends when they comforted him upon 
the death of his thirteen year old daughter, Magdalena. These 
words give us much insight into his role as father of the family 
in the Black Cloister. It is well-known how he loved his children 
of which five survived beyond their infancy. But his love for 
them was of the rare quality, especially according to the 
standards of the sophisticated world today. It was a love which 
rejoiced in God’s truth, which principle permeated all his dealings 
with his fellow men, inside and outside his household. He insisted 
that God’s Word alone must rule in the home, church, and in 
society; if it doesn’t, then there is no God-pleasing basis .or 
motive for true Christian piety. The primary instructors, he 
repeatedly stated, were the parents and, especially, the father to 
whom God says in His Word: “Ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath, but bring them us in the nurture and 
aamonitionofthe Lord,” Eph. 6:4. Parents sreto nurture thx 
children, take c8re of their entire physical, mental, moral, and 
most importantly, religious training; their discipline in such 
education, their admonition by reproof, remonstrance, and blame 
shculd be that of Christ, such training as proceeds from Him and 
is prescribed by Him in His Word. If both parents are not agreed 
in this matter, what great harm they will inflict upon their 
children. 

Luther was strict in the interest of Christian training. By 
today’s liberal standards his occasional methods of disciplining his 
children would be regarded as child abuse! He simply did not 
tolerate disobedience among his children. Once Johmy was 
banished from his father’s face for three days, and it took his 
wife, Katy, and friends to bring the father around. When even a 
nephew, who lived in their home, stole and lied about it, Luther 
orderded a whipping on three days in succession. Stringent 
methods! Abusive? Yes, if motivated by his Old Adam. But, as is 
evidenced by his well justified attacks on the Antinomians, he 
believed that for God’s saints at every stratum of the social 
structure God’s Law must be their only guide and rule in their 
daily conduct. Yet, he never failed to stress, as he does in his 
meaning of the Fourth Commandment, particularly in his Large 
Catechism, that fear and love of God must be the only motive 
for Christian piety and, therefore, the Gospel of God’s forgiveness 
in Christ alone must be the sole source for that fear and love of 
God. Luther not only acknowledged agreement with this Scriptural 
principle of sanctification; he, as the Lord gave him strength and 
ability, put it into practice. This he did out of true love for his 
children, which love always rejoices in the truth. His chief 
purpose in exercising such love was that they with him, as God’s 
saints, would one day enter into the eternal home of God’s saints 
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in heaven. How unlike the parents of even many professing 
Christian households who spend excessive amounts of their 
God-given time and gifts merely to train their children for a 
worldly prosperous and successful life here on earth! Luther’s 
love for his children, an example to follow for parents of today’s 
permissive society, is beautifully shown in the epitaph which he 
placed on his dear Magdalena’s grave: 

“Here rest I, Luther’s daughter, Magdalena, 

With all the saints, upon my bed serene. 

Although by nature born in sin 

And lost in death I would have been 

Henceforth I live and have the highest good, 

Eternal life, through Jesus’ precious blood.” 

NOTICE TO 

1NlXPENDENT f. UTHERAN CONGREGATIONS 
The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of 

Christian congregations banded together to carry out the 
Lord’8 work more effectively through cooperative effort. 
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theological 
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you 
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but 
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we 
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For 
further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi- 
tier?, caU or’ write : 

Committee on Missions 
Rev. M. W. Dierking, chairmarl 
Wilmot, South Dakota, 57279 
Telephone (605) 938-4710 
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Luther and the name “Lutheran” 

On October 31 we shall observe, God-willing, the 467th 
anniversary of of the Reformation, that God-inspired work of 
Martin Luther which reached its climax on that date in 1517 when 
this chosen instrument of the Lord nailed his famous 95 Theses to 
the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. With this 
action Luther directed the hearts of men to the truths of 
Scripture, long hidden under the rubbish heap of man-made 
teachings, and especially focused attention on the great doctrine 
of justification by faith found in. such passages as Romans 3:28 
and Ephesians 2: 8-9. 

Luther firmly believed that he had a divine commission for the 
proclamation of the truth and for its defense against all enemies. 
Yet he remained humble and said, “1 am not seeking my own 
advantage,” and when he noted that his adherents were labeled 
“Lutherans” and heard the Gospel called “Lutheran doctrine,” as 
though it were an original theory of religion, he voiced his 
disapproval and called the use of the latter term lloutrageous 
blasphemy.” 

How seriously Luther deplored any semblance of selfish 
ambition is seen in his criticism of the name “Lutheran.” He once 
wrote “I ask that men make no reference to my name and call 
themselves not Lutherans but Christians. What is Luther? My 
doctrine, I am sure, is not mine, nor have I been crucified for 
anyone. St. Paul in 1 Cor. 3 would not allow Christians to call 
themselves Pauline or Petrine, but Christian. How should I, poor 
foul carcass that I am, come to have men give to the children of 
Christ a name derived from my worthless name? No, no, my 
friends, let us abolish all party names and call ourselves 
Christians after Him whose doctrine we have. Christ alone is our 
Master, and He teaches me and believers in one and the same 
way.” Thus it is very clear that Luther did not regard himself a 
theological genius whose task it was to originate a new religion. 
He preached a return to the old ways, old but true, because they 
were the saving truth “once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. 

It is indeed deplorable that many churches which bear the name 
Lutheran no longer walk on the path which the Reformer trod, 
namely, the path of truth. They have allowed themselves to 
become leavened with error, and more than bringing disgrace on 
Luther by their false teachings and practice, these churches in 
reality dishonor the name of the Savior, who tells us all, “Jf ye 
continue E I& Word, then are ye a disciples indeed!” John 
8:31. 
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We, too, are known as a Lutheran Church Body, not because we 
adore and worship Luther, but because under God we uphold the 
same Biblical teachings which he so nobly defended in his debates, 
sermons, and writings. This is none of our doing but. is due solely 
to the grace and mercy of God. Let us continue to bear proudly 
the name of Lutheran Christians and to stand up for Jesus and 
His pure Word at all costs, for in so doing we shall honor the 
name of our precious Redeemer and promote the welfare of His 
kingdom! 

Thou art our Hero, all our foes subduing; 

Save Thou Thy little flock they are pursuing. 

We seek Thy help; for Jesus! sake be near us? 

Great Helper, hear us! 

-0.w.s. 



In 1879 Dr. Walther delivered an edifying Essay on “Authority 
in the Church” to the delegates and visitors at the convention of 
the Iowa District of the Missouri Synod. His enlightening message 
on that occasion is timely and significant for us today yet. The 
following are a few exerpts from that Essay for our study and 
meditation. 

“We are indeed sheep, no four-legged ones indeed, but Christ’s 
sheep. If, then, yon wise preacher says: I cannot prove it by the 
Bible, that is true, but you must respects the office I hold, say to 
him: ‘You appear to know nothing of what your office is. We 
committed the office to you, not that you should play the master, 
but to preach the Gospel” To lord it over us is not your 
fultaction.“r 

"The right to prescribe laws for others only Christ has-but no 
Synod, no territorial church, indeed no church in the whole 
world, *.. Therefore we have declared in our synodical 
constitution: Synod is only an advisory body... For when a Synod 
so csnducts itself as if it were a German consistory, one must 
trample it under foot and say: I will not again surrender myself 
to rule by a hierarchy, but will stand firm as a free Christian and 
thank God that I am free of slavery. I will not let myself be 
enchained anew. That is indeed a most frightful tyranny and,.. a 
Christian should rather die than tolerate it.” 

This sampling from Walther% Essay clearly demonstrates the 
place of Authority in the Church and at the same time issues a 
warning against the abuse thereof. Both of these matters were 
also presented in an Essay at the 1982 Convention of our 
Conference at which delegates and visitors heard the following: 
VIay they (the pastors) rule alone with Scripture and not with 
their own notions and standards, lest they dominate the flock in a 
tyrannical manner, for through Peter God warns that they are not 
to be ‘lords’ over His heritage. (1 Pet. 5:3) And Paul told the 
Corinthians, ‘Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but --- 
are helpers o~oui~.~ 2 Cor. l:24 God pr?%?ve pastors, from 
being men geasers, time servers, or domineering tyrants! Let 
them faithfully use their oversight, not as a position of personal 
power, but as a God-given obligation to watch and care for souls 
and some day before the Lord to render an account for each 
one?’ 

-0. W.S. 
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Luther on False Prophets 

“Wherever God builds a church, the devil will build a saloon or 
tavern at the side of it. It has always been the case that when 
the true doctrtine was preached and spread, the devil mixed in 
false doctrine and heresy. Wherever the Word is in its purity, 
wolves will not stay away, but will surely come. When the devil 
comes to us in his factious spirits, he does not come like a devil, 
but is disguised as though he w.‘pre God Himself. Therefore we 
should not suffer ourselves ?o be deceived by the sheep’s 
clothing. We should diligently hear the Word and adhere to it, 
and examine and judge all doctrines by the Word; then the devil 
will not so easily do us injury. 

lrWhoever thus uses all caution, not believing everything, but 
gives attention to the Word, will be safe and not be deceived. 
The Lord bids us beware of false prophets and to adhere to the 
Word and shun everything in opposition to the Word, as we would 
the devil himself. Whosoever follows the light of the Word is 
well secured. We must have chief regard, not to the life, but to 
the doctrine, and we shall be prepared to distinguish a sheep from 
a wolf coming to us in sheep’s clothing. 

“‘The punishment of false prophets our Lord points out by the 
parable of the bad tree, which will be cut down and cast into the 
fire. And the same fate of false prophets shall be shared by 
their followers, if they do not accept the true doctrine nor bring 
forth good fruit. Let us heed the Word of God and diligently 
learn it and adhere to it; then let us aiso order our lives 
according to that Word, bringing forth good fruit and learning to 
know and to avoid all -false doctrine!” 

Selected from 
Sermons on the Gospels, 

Vol. II M. LuThefiy O.W.S. 



What Is The Bible Like? 
“It is like a large, beautiful tree that bears fruit for the 

hungry and gives shelter and shade to weary pilgrims. 

“It is like a casket of jewels and precious stones, not to be 
merely looked at and admired, but used and worn. 

“It is like a telescope, w.hich brings distant objects and far-off 
worlds very near, so that we see their beauty. 

“It is like a storehouse of things useful and valuable, to be had 
without money and without price. 

“It is like a table of the best and most sumptuous food where 
you can eat and be satisfied. 

“It is like a river that refreshes the whole earth with its clear 
and cooling waters. 

“It is like the sun which brings gladness and life to those upon 
whom it shines. 

“It is like a letter that brings us riches and the best of news, 
making us happy by its glad tidings. 

‘Wave you read the Bible and tasted its sweetness? Do not 
miss this great pleasure! Read the Bible daily and see if it is 
not ‘sweeter than honey and the honeycomb.‘” 

-Adapted. 
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Ordinarily in this issue we report that our Seminary is again 
opening its doors for another year of theological training, but this 
Year it is impossible to do this since last year’s student is not 
returning, and there are no prospects at this time. However, 
while there will be r-10 classes, our Seminary is still in existence, 
ready to be reactivated in the event that there is application and 
acceptance of a qualified student. Your professors have been 
placed on a semi-retired basis in accordance with the decision of 
the 1984 convention and the approval of the faculty. 

-We are happy to report that in early July we had an 
interesting inquiry Concerning our Seminary and its requirements 
from a young man who is a member of one of our Conference 
congregations. However, because he was not academically 
qualified at this time and also needed to maintain a home and 
support a family, it was not possible to accept him as a Seminary 
student. He was encouraged to consult. further with his pastor, 
and the latest report we have is that this young man who has a 
strong desire to enter the ministry will take doctrinal studies 
under the supervision of his pastor and is considering enrolling in 
a local college for further education. May the Lord bless him in 
these effort:4 

As most of our Conference members know, this past August 
marked a milestone for our Seminary, namely, the !5th 
anniversary of our institution at Tinley Park. That month in the 
year pg6g saw your professors installed into their respective 
positions, and imploring God’s help and guidance. we began the 
work of training future pastors shortly thereafter. As we look 
back over that decade and a half, God has been good to us and 
bestowed His blessings on our humble efforts-all this due to His 
wondrous grace and mercy. Without Him we could do nothing, 
but with His help and in His name we moved forward year after 
year, ever striving to prepare a faithful ministry for the future, 
All praise to Him for His grace and goodness! 

Only -God knows what lies ahead for us in this vital work. We 
are grateful that our recent convention decided to keep our 
Seminary open and thus showed its concern for providing for a 
future ministry in our midst. May this concern be demonstrated 
also by all our Conference members through ferventd prayers, 
generous gifts, and strong encouragement of young men in our 
congregations to prepare for the highest office on earth--the 
Christian ministry! God continue to give us faithful shepherds 
who will feed US with the Bread of Life and lead us to our goal 
in heaven? 

- 0. W. Schaefer, President 



. . . tith editorial cotimat 

The Unification Church of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, who like 
Uruguay’s military rulers is strongly opposed to communism, has 
become one of the largest foreign investors there. In the last 
three years? the church has invested some $70 million in buying 
Uruguay’s third largest bank, a hotel, a daily newspaper and other 
businesses, according to business leaders, Western diplomats and a 
top church official. Of Uruguay’s 2.9 million people, no more 
than 20 are Unification Church members today, according to one 
business executive who is running the church investments there. 
The church has deposited more than $50 million in the Banco de 
Credit0 and taken it over. It also bought the newspaper, three 
printing plants and the Victoria Plaza Hotel, which sits on this 
capital’s central square, facing the presidential palace. In 1983, 
plans were announced for the building by the church of a 35-story 
office tower and convention complex across the street. from the 
hotel. 

In 1982 Moon was convicted of tax evasion and was supposed to 
serve an 18-month sentence on July 20, 1984 because the Supreme 
Court .refused to hear his appeal. Moon was convicted of failing 
to report $ll2,000 in interest from a $1.6 million bank account, 
and $50,000 in stock held in his name as personal income. His 
lawyers had argued that the funds were held in trust by Mr. Moon 
for church purposes and exempt from taxes, The Unification 
Church has its roots in Korea where it began in 1954. Moon, who 
had been married 3 times, was excommunicated by the Korea 
Presbyterian Church. He came to the United States in 1971. The 
Unification Church claims that the devil sexually seduced Eve who 
in turn infected her husband, Adam, The Lord sought to populate 
the world with sinless families to create a kingdom of heaven on 
earth. All attempts failed on the part of Noah and the 
patriarchs. Even Jesus, who they say is not God, failed, This 
was a job for one born in Korea between 1917 and 1930. Of 
course, Moon just happened to be born in 1920 and become the 
“Pather” of the Moonies who spread his poisonous teachings far 
and wide! 

Jimmy Lee Swaggart, a bayou bad-boy turned “born-again,71 
television evangelist, recently brought his traveling crusade to the 
Tacoma Dome to preach in person to some of his estimated 
151,000 Puget Sound-area television viewers. Unlike his 
television-reaching counterparts, Billy Graham and Jerry Falwell, 
Swaggart rarely makes himself available to reporters. With his 
highly recognizable booming voice, he welcomes live and television 
audiences, all in one breath, to join him at “an old-fashioned, 
heartfelt, Holy Ghost, heaven-sent, devil-chasing, sin- killing, 
true-blue, red-hot, blood-sought, God-given, Jesus-loving indoor 
camp meeting.” Money from those various ministries has enabled 



Swaggart to drive a Lincoln Continental, live in a $500,000 home 
and build a $30 million Baton Rouge, La., headquarters, complete 
with television studio. Yearly revenues are estimated at about 
$108 million. A recent PBS documentary, “Give Me That Big 
Time Religion,” said Swaggart’s organization doesn’t belong to the 
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability, which requires 
regular audited reports. On that show, former employees 
criticized Swaggart’s financial management, but the evangelist 
denied any wrongdoing. 

Down tMnq$ the years there have been ~evangelist9 who have 
wwght to attract people by their dynamic speaking abilities and 
their stnmg personalities. Because of such talents such 
nerarqgeliatsR are given good coverage by the news media. It has 
m stated that the vast majority of those who hear these 
~evaqelist@ already belong to a congregation. Would to God that 
a&l of us would truly appreciate the Word of God which we have 
the opportunity to hear in its purity Sunday after Sunday from the 
lipg of our faithful pastors! We don? need the bombastic and 
-dynamic oratory of self-appointed ~evangeli&P who so often 
jtqgles the Word to enrich himself. Our faith rests upon that 
precious Word of God proclaimed in our little congregations and 
thankfulness for such undeserved blessings should make that time 
when together with our fellow-believers we sit at the feet of our 
pastor in the divine service, the most precious hour of the week! 

Meeting or:. the Ohio State University campus, the 1,300-delegate 
body of. the Unitarian Universalist Association endorsed religious 
celebrations of homosexual unions. Approval came on 
all-but-unanimnous voice vote. The Unitarian Universalist 
Association which has 175,000 members, is the first major 
denomination in North America to give official recognition to such 
rites, officials of the association said. Some ministers of the 
denomination have been conducting such services for homosexual 
couples for more than a decade. Association President 0. Eugene 
Pickett said, “We believe it is important to respect the 
commitment of two people to each other in a ceremony which has 
personal and religious significance even if it doesn’t have legal 
validity.” 

More and mote we observe the inroads which the homosexuals 
have made and are making in the various church bodies. The 
United Methodist policy, for evmple, bars “self-avowed, practicing 
bomosextn&P from the ministry, yet we just read where the 
United Methodist Church appointed two homosexual ministers. 
The church% New York Annual Conference adopted a statement by 
a vote of 184 to 157 which declared, “We look forward to the 
day when the church will accept gay and lesbian persons into full 
rellou*m Even the American Baptist Churches at its 
semi-mmd session gave guarded approval to homosexual unions 
UrcirrlJ: the churches “to minister to every kind of lifestyle that 

98 



exists.” No matter what men may decide, God has already 
condemned homosexuality as a sin! Read Romans 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 
W-lo- The Only hope for the homosexuals is to repent of their 
sin and accept the forgiveness offered in the Gospel of Christ and 
through Him receive the necessary strength to overcome that sin! 
With the Apostle Paul the sincere Christian can confidently 
confess,“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me? 

When a judge closed down David Shall’s party house (Wauconda, 
Ill.) in 1981, Sholl reopened it as a church. Shall’s “church”’ is a 
large stone and frame home of five acres with two bars, indoor 
swimming pool, two saunas and an illuminated disco room. His 
“services” are parties for which he charged $8 a person. Sholl 
says the parties are the real thrust of his church. “1 believe we 
are put here to be happy. People come to the .parties and are 
happy,” the former decorator-painter says. Rut his neighbors 
aren’t happy. Becky Hukolt , 3’7, says she has found some peonle 
from a Sholl party in her barn and her kitchen, “it gets a little 
ridiculous.” W’hen the judge halted the parties in’ 1981, Sholl 
searched through zoning requirements, deciding that a church 
“seemed to suit everything I needed.” He maiJed in $30 to 
beconbe a minister of the L’niversal Life Church. Judge Hock 
didn’t agree M: it.h Shollts solution. Tie ruled Sholl was selling 
liquor illegally, violating several building codes and a zoning 
ordinance in the mostly rural neighborhood 45 miles northwest of 
t3hicago. St1011 says he will have a 6,000-person “rock-and-roll” 
revival in Villa Park, Ill., Dec. 31. 

Obviously Shall’s appeal to being a church was simply an 
attempt to circumvent the zoning requirments. Unfortunately, 
however, It is true there really are congregations within visible 
Christendom which have opened their doors to such wordliness and 
give the appearance of being entertainment centers. The 
preaching and hearing of God% Word is relegated to the 
background. While God wants us to be happy, our happiness dare 
never be built upon the momentary pleasures of this world but 
rather as the Apostle urges, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again --P 
I say, Rejoice” Philip. 4:4. Besides, Jesus declares, “3 House 
zha%i- be called the House of prayer" Matt. 2193, not an 
entertazment cent= 

- 

M.L.N. 
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