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_ Che President’

““In every thing give thanks; for this

is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”’
1 Thess . 5:18.

When vou sec the Bible passage above does this make you won-
der whether the President has his dates straight? Don’t worry. He is
not thinking of our annual Thanksgiving Day, but he is anticipating
the convention of our Concordia Lutheran Conference, June 22—24.
And what does this have to do with giving thanks?

1 am asking you how thankful you are, not merely for the physi-
cal blessings the Lord gives you day by day,— all that you need for
the support of your body and life — , but especially for the rich spiri-
tual, heavenly blessings you have as a Christian, yes, as a Christian
member of our Conference. How much does it really mean to you to
be a member of one of the congregations which comprise this Confer-
ence? Could it be possible that you have so many continual blessings
through the pure Word and Sacrament that you have come to take them
for granted? This is not only possible, but it is the very inclination
of our sinful nature, —to get to be like rich children, who do not any-

more truly appreciate a good meal because they continually have very
luscious ones day by day.

Here 1 don’t need to show you first what all you have as Chris-
tian members of our Conference because you see these blessings over
and again in our Conference periodical, and you experience and enjoy
them week by week, and day by day as a member of our congregations,
with Jesus Christ, our Savior, as the very center of the Scriptures.
But this time 1 wish to show our blessings by contrast.

I have before me a bulletin of a church which is the abrupt oppo-
site of what we believe, confess, teach, and practice, a bulietin of a
Unitarian Universalist Community Church of a Chicago suburb. If you
were a member of that church, what would it offer you? Here is a di-
gest of the bulletin titlea: ‘A Salute to our Past and our Future.”
— Prelude — Opening Words/Announcements — Choir: ‘‘Covenant” — Wel-
coming and Lighting of the Chalice — Affirmation of Faith by our Chil-
dren — Presentation of Affirmation Cards to our Children— A Time Cap-
sule presented by Qur Children — Opening Hymn: ‘‘Forward through the
Ages’” — Introduction of our Presidents and Presentation of Plaque —
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Choir: ‘“Simple Gifts’” —Some brief comments on ‘“The Care and Feed-
ing of Leaders” by Rev. Ellen . .. . —A Closing Prayer — Choir

Re sponse: ““Tale for a Deaf Ear’” — Offerings and Offertory — Song:

““Little Brown Church In The Vale” —Closing Circle: “‘Happy Birth-
day”’ — Birthday Cake and Conver sation. —

If you were a member of this or such a church, what blessings
would you receive for your immortal soul? And to show how easily
you could join such a church, here are the requirements: Membership —
Requirements are an understanding of the purpose of this church and
liberal religion. Affirmation of the wish to become amemberis made

by signing the Membership book in the presence of the minister or a
church officer. —

My dear Brethren, may we not backslide but ever increase in the
Christian grace of thanksgiving! Ingratitude is a terrible sin. When
ancient Israel fell into it the Prophet Isaiah had to tell them: *“The
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth
not know, my people doth not consider.”” (Is. 1:3) And if our hearts
are truly thankful, may we also show it with “*hearts and hands and
voices.”’ (lymn 36)

Thus the Psalmist also writes: ““Oh, that men would praise the
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of
men! Let them SACRIFICE THE SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING,
and declare his works with rejoicing.”” (Ps. 107:21-22) The motto of
our convention this year is therefore: Sacrifice, our Reasonable Ser-
vice.

H. David Mensing, President

.
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SIS LSS SIS A DA
THE 33rd ANNUAL CONVENTION

of the
CONCORDIAE LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

will be held on

JUNE 22=24,1984

at

ST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

55th Avenue South and South Fountain Street
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98118
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel, Pastor
(206) 723-7418

PASTORAL CONFERENCE on JUNE 20th
BOARD of DIRECTOR’S MEETING on JUNE 21st

CONVENTICN MGTTQO

Sacrifice, Our Reasonable Service!

CONVENTION ESSAY

The Principles Of Christian Giving.
Rev. M. L. Natterer

Lebanon, Oregon
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Ir Memery of
IH. Dariel Mensing —

Henry Daniel Mensing was
bornon June 22, 1942, at Cort-
land, N. Y., the son of the Rev.
H. David Mensing, and his wife
Cor delia nee Bloedel. He was
received into the Kingdom of
God’s grace by Holy Baptismon
July 18, 1942.

At the age of six he enter-
ed the Christian Day School at
Shar psburg, Pennsylvania, and
he finished his elementary ed-
ucation in the Christian Day
School of Peace Lutheran
Church, Tinley Park, Illinois,

being graduated in 1956. On July 1 of this same year he was .confir'm-
ed in this church, confessing his Lord and Savior and renewing his

baptismal vow.

He graduated from Bremen High School in 1960. He attended
the University of Illinois — Urbana, Chicago University, and Sher-
wood Music School, from which he received the Bachelor of Music
Education degree in 1967. He was Assistant Band Director at Thorn-
ton High School for several years; but, as a certified Piano Techni-
cian since 1964, he practiced this profession until the present time.

He was united in iloly Marriage with Dawn Merrilee nee Styx on
June 16, 1973. This marriage was blessed with two sons, Mark and
Karl.

For many years he was a faithful member of Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church and diligently served our Lord and Savior in this congregation
as officer, Sunday School teacher, and choir director.

Over the years he enjoyed apparently good health and strength,
and a very happy life with his family.

On Easter Sunday he taught in the Sunday School, attended the
Easter service and directed the choir. Several times that day he ex-
pressed his thanks and joy in the Easter sermon and services. He
also experienced a happy time with the family on Easter evening.

On Easter Monday early, while sleeping, he was taken by his
Risen Savior to his heavenly home. The funeral service was held on
Thursday, April 26, with the Rev. 0. W. Schaefer officiating, who bas-
ed his comforting message on Romans 8:28: ““We know that all things
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work together for good to them that love God.”” His earthly remains
will rest to the last Day and Resurrection at Chapel Hill Gardens
South, the Garden of the Atonement, in Worth, Illinois.

The survivors of his immediate family are his beloved wife,
Dawn, and his sons, Mark and Karl, his dear father and mother, Pas-
tor and Mrs. Mensing, his brothers, the Rev. David T. Mensing and
John P. Mensing, and his sister, Ruth Luedtke.

““I know that my Redeemer lives.
What comfort this sweet sentence gives:
He lives, He lives, who once was dead,
He lives my everliving Head.”’

——H.D.M.

GOD KEEP OUR HOMES
CHRIST-CENTERED

In these closing days of the present age, such a prayer as ‘‘God
keep our homes Christ-centered” is certainly a worthy and timely pc-
tition. This year both Mother’s Day and Father’s Day will be cele-
brated with their usual cards, flowers, gifts, and yes, thoughtfulness.
But the childrén who wish to honor their parents as many times as not
will have to send cards to separate addresses—for the broken home
is as common today as the lack of Christ at the center of the home.

The attack on the family today is perhaps more concerted and
constant than at any other time in the world’s history. Simply be-
cause of the change in lifestyles, the family has become of secondary
importance in many people’s eyes. Mom is many times not home taks
ing care of her children, bringing them up in the ‘*‘nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord”’ (Eph. 6:4); but rather she is out in the work-a-day
world ecither supplementing the family income so that they can enjoy
the ‘‘extras’’, or Mom is simply not satisfied with her God ordained
role as wife and mother and is out ‘““fulfilling’” herself at the expermse.
of both husband and children. Dad is busy making a living for the
family and frequently is not home in time for dinner or to even see the
children before they go to bed. The demands of the job too often mean
that Dad has very little time to be the head of his own household,
guiding his children across the rough spots in life much less teach-
ing them the way of salvation in Christ Jesus. The children themsel-
ves are so busy with school activities, clubs and organizations, as
well as friends, and the more evil temptations of youth that they too
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are frequently absent from the dinner table &and the family. And S0
pernaps ihe preatest enemy that our family must face today is the life-

style we live — a lifestyle whichperhaps is more easily managed than
think: a lifestyle which should be managed so that family be-

WEe may ik, a 1litst nid 1dgcd S50 L

comes the center of work and play rather than the victim.

While there are many more enemies which are attacking the f_am=
ily, at least one more should be mentioned. One writer has described
this attacker as the ‘‘thief in the house’’. That thief enters the home
regaling the family with stories which may be entertaining, but are
filled with the world’s thinking, including that the family is “‘passe”,
something of the past in today’s world. That thief is television. It
steals not only too much time from both children aud parents, but also
leavens the entire family. Things which God’s Word teaches us are
abominations in His sight we suddenly find ourselves tolerating if not
excusing. And that which we excuse includes the very lifestyleswe
know are attacking our families, threatening to destroy the fabric of
our lives together.

What do we do? How do we combat the many enemies of our fam-
ilies? The Lord Himself gives us the answer in Psalm 127 where He
says: ‘““Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it.”’ There is only one way to have a good home, a family life
which prospers and is filled with joy and love and peace. That way
is to let the Lord Himself, the creator and author of the family, build
our homes from the foundation up.

The foundation is, of course, the Word of God. That Word cer-
tainly cannot be a foundation if it is not used, however. In order that
the family remain Christ-centered then, the family should together be
in church on Sunday morning where that Word, by God’s grace, is still
preached in its truth and purity in our congregations. And that Word
should be studied daily in our homes at the family altar. A little time
should be set aside each day for the family to gather together around
the Word of God. There, as Luther says, the head of the family should
teach the truths of the Christian faith in a simple way. It does not
have to be complicated. One does not need to be a pastor or great
theologain to do this. Simply share the Word of God in all its glory
and simplicity, knowing that all we are called upon to do is to share
the hope of our salvation and that God alone will give the increase.
In other words, God will reveal those truths of His Word to each soul,
young or old, according to His promise. We must never for get that
just as the tie that binds us together into congregations and a Con-
ference is the purity of the blessed doctrines of God’s Holy Word, so
it is with our families. That which knits us together as families,
which gives us common ground and unity in thought, in desires and in
goals, is the Word of God. And it is only in that Word that we find
the Way with which we can deal with one another in our weaknesses
and sins.
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That **Way’’ is Christ Jesus our Savior, Who suffered and died on
the altar of the cross for the sins of each and every one of us. The
limitless mercy of God to us as individuals as manifested in the sac-
rifice of His Own beloved Son is the blessed secret of a Christ-center-
ed family life. As each family member looks to the cross of Christ
and recognizes that it was for him and/or her that Christ suffered and
died there, then he should willingly and joyfully extend the same love
and forgiveness to the weaknessesand sins of mother, father, husband,

wife, sister, brother. When that common bond of forgiveness in‘ and
through the merits of Christ is at the center of the home, then there

" is a family bound toge ther by something thicker than blood — and more
precious than anything else in life. Then there is a true family, for
a family is not just the group of people living under one roof, but the
unity of those people in the truth and the peace and the joy of salva-
tion, of life eternal in Christ Jesus.

Finally, when the family finds itself under pressure, when the
world seems to be ready to engulf you, when you seem to be running
out of answers in a situation which seems to present endless ques-
tions, forget not to take the matter to your Lord in prayer. That Word
of God which is the foundation of the Christian home declares unto
you: ‘“Cast all your cares upon Him; for He careth for you.” (1 Pet.
5:7) Take it to the Lord in prayer. Tell Him your problems, bring to
Him your questions, for He will not leave you comfortless, but will
come to you. And even when things seem to be going well, do not be-
come cocky and self-reliant, but constantly supplicate the Lord in
prayer, saying, ‘“‘God Keep our Homes Christ — Centered,”’ remember-
ing also those beautiful words of the hymnist:

Jh, blest the house, what-e’er befall
Where Jesus Christ is all in all!

Yea, if He were not dwelling there,
How dark and poor and void it were!

Oh, blest the parents who give heed
Unto their children’s foremost need
And weary not of care or cost!

May none to them and heav’n be lost!

Oh, blest that house where faith ye find
And all within have set their mind

To trust in God and serve Him still

And do in all His holy will!

Blest such a house, it prospers well,

In peace and joy the parents dwell

And in their children’s lot is shown

How richly God can bless His own. (TLH, 625)

May God so grant such unto life everlasting for each of us. Amen.
——M.W.D.
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The Meaning of the Ascension -
For Christ and for Us!

‘‘And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he
was taken up; and a cldgud received him out of their sight.”’

(Acts 1:9)

These words of Holy Writ describe in simple language the Ascen-
sion of our Lord Jesus into heaven. The Lord from heaven who came
down into this world and took upon Himself our true human nature,
grew up, suffered and died, descended into hell, and rose from the
dead, is the same Lord Jesus who forty days after His resurrection
ascended bodily and visibly into heaven.

What does this mean for Christ Himself? It means that He still
has His true human nature and true human body. Jesus will ever re-
main, the God-man. Being in His State of Exaltation, Jesus is now
fully and always exercising His divine power and majesty even ac-
cording to His human nature Jesus is fully and always omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent. This is what the Bible means when it
says that Christ is seated at the Right Hand of God.

That Jesus is seated at the Right Hand of God does not mean,
however, that He is idle. Rather, because Jesus is at the Right Hand
of God and thereby exercising fully and always His divine power, He
is exercising such power in concrete, specific work. Qur Saviour, at
the Right Hand of God, is working as the exalted Prophet, Priest,
and King. As Prophet, Christ is still preaching to us, yet through
called servants of the Word (the Office of the Ministry). Scripture
says, ‘““He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above
all heavens, that he might fill all things. And he gave some, apos-
tles, and some, prophets, and some evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the min
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”” (Eph. 4:10-12) As
Priest, Christ no longer makes a sacrifice in that His death on the
cross was a once-for-all Sacrifice. sufficient for all people for ail
time. ‘‘For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are
sanctified.”” (Heb. 10:14) However, as Priest, Christ now interced-
es for us and pleads His blood for us before the Father in heaven.
““Wherefore he'is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them’’
(Heb. 7:25) As King, Jesus now rules the entire universe in the inter-
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est of His Church. Christ, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords,
truly rules and guides the nations and the history of the world for the
for the sake of His Church. Scripture says, ‘‘and set him at his

own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality,and
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: and hath put all
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to
the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in
all.”” (Eph. 1:20-23)

What does all of this mean for us? It means that we are great-
ly blessed! We, by grace through faith in Christ, are the recipients of
all the rich blessings which Christ continues to bestow from the Right
Hand of God. All that Christ is doing even now as our exalted Pro-
phet, Priest, and King. He is doing for us His Christians.” One very
special work which our Ascended Saviour is doing for us in heaven is
that of preparing a place for us.” Jesus says, ‘““Let not your heart be
troubled: ve believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I:go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, [
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also.”” (John 14:1-3) What comfort and hope this gives us!

That Christ has ascended into heaven also means for us that
there is but one more event in God’s timetable for which we must a-
wait., As the angels said to the disciples who stood gazing up ir:o
heaven as Jesus ascended, ‘““Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up Iinto heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.”” (Acts 1:11) Thus, on the basis of Scripture, we are told
that Jesus’ return is imminent, that is, it is to be expected at any
time. Scripture says, ““The Lord is at hand.”’ (Phil. 4:15)

This being true, what is to be our frame of mind and state of
heart? On the one hand, we are to be diligent and watchful. We are
to take care that we do not fall into spiritual sleep and the lusts of
the flesh. Christ says, ““And take heed :unto yourselves, lest -at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a
snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and tostand
before the Son of man.”’ (Luke 21:34-36)

On the other hand, we are to take comfort in Christ’s imminent
return. His return means that we shall soon depart this world of sin
and woe. We shall, by the merits of Christ, inherit that héavenly home
which Christ has been preparing for us. In heaven we shall be like
Christ, and we shall see Him as He is. (1 John 3:2) In heaven ““God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
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death, neit her sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.”” (Rev. 21:4) Therefore, all
crosses and hardships and persecutions which we must endure while
we remain here on carth are tempered by this our future hope which
shall be ushered in at Christ’s return. As God’s Holy Word states:
“““For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.’’ (Rom.
8:18) Therefore we sing:

““‘Draw us to Thee, that also we
Thy heavenly bliss inherit
And ever dwell where sin and hell
No more can vex our spirit.”’
(TLH 215. vs. 4)

~--E.R.S.
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NOTICE TO
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort.
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theological
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but
ate at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For
further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi-

tion, call or write:
Committee on Missions

Rev. M. W. Dierking, chairman
Wilmot, South Dakota, 57279
Telephone (605) 938-4710
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The Scguificance of Dentecosl —
Thew #ud Mow! + » +

It was 9 o’clock in the morning. The 50th day after the glori-
ous resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead. The disciples had
gone back to Jerusalem to await the promised outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. Until now much had already taken place. Things had moved
very swiftly for the disciples. Only 10 days before they had witness
ed the visible ascension of their beloved Lord and Master into heaven.
After Christ’s ascension the disciples chose another apostle by the
name of Matthias to take the place of Judas who had committed sui-

cide after he had betrayed the Lord Jesus, The apostle to take Jud-
as’ place was chosen in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled
(See Acts 1:20). Thus the number of the apostles was again 12. These
12 were in Jerusalem waiting for the words of the Sawior to be fulfill-
ed. They were, ~at 9 o’clock that morning

What happened on that Day of Pentecost is related to us in chap-
ter 2 of the Book of Acts.

‘““And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterancel And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was
noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded,
because that every man heard them speak in his own languagel And
they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold,
are not all these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every
man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes,
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia . Phrygia, and Paymphylia, Egypt,
and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews
and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our
tongues the wonderful works of God. And they were all amazed, and

were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mock-
ing said, These men are full of new wine.”’

What the Lord Jesus had foretold came to pass. (See John 15:
26; 16:7). Most extraordinary! The disciples spoke in foreign languag-
es that were unknown to them beforehand. And note that these lan-

guages were plainly understood by those who had come from these var-
ious foreign countries.
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This miracle took place in order that the Holy Ghost might prove
that He is indeed the Holy Spirit of all people, that the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the Holy Spirit works, is to be preach-
ed not only in one particular language, but in all the languages of the
world.. The Lord Jesus had previously given the command to the di-
sciples, ““Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature’’(Mark 16:16). Now the Holy Spirit equipped the disciples
to do precisely that! ““This miracle pointed to the great work that our
God through the Holy Ghost was about to perf orm, who desired to gath-
er a united people out of every nation on the earth who would call upon
the Name of ‘Christ with one mind and one mouth’” (The Biblical His-
tory of the New Testament by Dr. G. Stoeckhardt).

Though the special manifestation that took place on that Day of
Pentecost may not be granted us, the message resounds in all its full-
ness. It is that same Holy Spirit who accompanies the precious Gos-
pel with all His power, and calls individuals out of the darkness of
sin to the light of the children of God.

What a blessed privilege for us as Lutheran Christians, as mem-
bers of our local congregations and in co-operation with our Concordia
Lutheran Conference, to confess that Gospel in all of its purity to
those who still grope about in the darkness and yearn for deliverance,
joy and hope! For that Gospel is not a dead word, but “*t he power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth’ (Rom. 1:16). There-
fore all of us, pastors and lay-people, should be faithful in spreadine
the joyous Gospel message, ‘‘always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor isnot in vain in the Lord”’
(1 Cor. 15:58).

Thou holy Fire, Comfort true,

Grant us the will Thy work to do

And in Thy service to abide;

Let trials turn us not aside.

Lord, by Thy power prepare each heart
And to our weakness strength impart

That bravely here we may contend,
Through life and death to Thee, our Lord, ascend.
Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
(Hymn 224)

——M.L.N.




Who IsThe True God,or, Does It Matter?

‘“‘And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent.’”” John 17:2.

The deniers of the Doctrine of the Trinity are many and varied.
Outrightly, many, including so-called Christian theologians, in true
Arian, Socinian, and Rationalist form, refuse to give the same honor
to Christ as they do to the Father. That they do in direct violation to
such passages of God’s Word as John 5:23: ““All men should honor the
Son even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son hon-
oreth not the Father, which hath sent Him."’

But, as often is the case, following Satan’s own methods, the
deniers of Christ’s divinity, His coequality with the Father, quote the
Scriptures in their arguments in defense of their anti-Trinitarian phi-
losophy. One of their favorite passages is John 17:3, quoted above.
They refer to it, without its context, and say: See there, Jesus Him-
self defends our position by teaching that only the Father is true God,
““we ‘have need of no more witnesses.”’

What does Jesus say? What does the entire Word of God say?

Here Christ, in His high-priestly prayer, says the very opposite
of what the anti-Trinitarians claim of His -statement. The context
bears that out. In verse 2 He claims unity of essence with the Fath-
er by ascribing to Himself the divine work of giving eternal life ‘‘that
He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him.”" Now,
the main point in this chapter 17 is to answer the question: how man
comes to a saving knowledge of the one true God and thus into owner-
ship of eternal life. Our Lord Himself answers that question when He
says: ‘“I have glorified Thee on earth”’ (v. 4);.*‘l have manifested
Thy name unto men”’ (v. 6); ‘‘I have given them Thy Word”’ (v. 14).
There is no other way to know the true God but through the revelation
of the only true God by God’s incarnate Son whom God has sent. Read
also Matt, 17:11; John 14:6-11. It is therefore plain from such words
of Christ that it is not enough for our salvation to know the Father,
but that we must know the Son in order to be personally saved. Who-
ever wishes to possess and enjoy the forgiveness of the only true God
must seek Him in Christ Jesus. Else he will not find the true -Geod
and His forgiveness and shall thus forfeit eternal life.

These blessed, divine truths can be learned only from God’s holv
Word, the Bible. Therefore, that Word must be preached and taught
in its truth and purity. Add to this Word, subtract from it, and we lead
souls away from the true God, to remain strangers and foreigners to.
His kingdom. Deny the coequality of Christ to the Father, and we lead
them to eternal damnation. For only of those who, through the Scrip-
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tures, have come to know the only true God through knowing Christ of
whom they testify (John 5:39), does it say in Eph. 2: “*Now therefore
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the
saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone.’”

——E.E.E.

REPORT ON OUR SEMINARY

With this issue we come to the final weeks of our Seminary year.
After an Easter break there remained a little more than four weeks of
classes to complete the work of our training program for 1983-84. Fin-
al examinations are scheduled for the week beginning June 4, and the
second semester concludes on June 8. It has been an enjoyable and
int eresting year, and we are grateful for God’s protection and blessing
upon Faculty and student.

A more complete report on our Seminary will be given at our an-
nual convention in Seattle, Washington, June 22-24, 1984. Delegates
and visitors will hear it firsthand, and all our Conference members
will find the report in the 1984 Proceedings to be published, God will-
ing, later this year 'and thus be able to read and study it at home.

We take this opportunity to express our heartfelt condolences to
Prof. H. David Mensing, his wife, and all the members of their family
at the sudden loss of their son H. Daniel Mensing on Easter Monday,
April 23. Mr. Mensing was 41 years old and served in various capaci-
ties as an active member of Peace Ev. Lut heran Church. May the God
of all comfort sustain them in their bereavement and direct them and
all of us to our heavenly goal —forever with the Lord! |

As we look ahead to our June meeting, all matters pertaining to
our Seminary as well as the other important phases of our Conference
work will require thorough discussion and wise action by the delegat-
es in convention assembled. The serious state of our Conference fi-
nances will necessitate prayerful, wise, and realistic consideration
of all facets of the work we are doing. The question will be: will this
or that project be able to continue, or must it be cut back or even ter-
minated? Do the members of our Conference want our programs to go
forward, and will they be able to maintain and support them adequate-
ly? Not the least of these projects is our beloved Seminary! Would
it matter to you if our theological institution had to cease altogeth-
er? This joint venture is basic to providing a future ministry to help
to replace pastors as needed and to serve in the Mission field.

Let us pray about these important matters daily, discuss them
in our congregations, and then make Godpleasing decisions at our con-
vention! For all prayers and gifts during the past year we offer our

sincerest gr atitude. )
& O. W. Schaefer, President
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Are You Ready?

‘‘Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you

a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”’
(1 Pater 3:15)

Do you remember your confirmation questioning? Wasn’t it won-
derful being able to answer the pastor’s questions and testifying to
the Congregation/Board of Elders concerning vour faithl Do you think
that you could still answer those questions asked by the pastor? More
specifically could you answer them this minute?

The answer 1s a startling one. We begin now to realize how long
it’s been and how much has been forgotten in that time. Do we ever
remind ourselves that the day of our confirmation was just a beginning
and not the peak of our Christian education? The old proverb is true
which states that, ‘A Christian never stands still, either he is grow-
ing and going forward, or stifled and falling backwards.”’

If we are indeed to be counted among those that are falling back-
wards, how can we hope to follow the Lord’s desire when He tells us
to be ready ALWAYS to give an answer? Are we so beleagured with
the cares of work, schooi, and family that listening to, and studying
the One Thing Needful has become lost in the clutter? Can we real-
ly hope to do mission work, as the Lord commands in the Great Com-
mission, when our memory of the Lord’s Word has become atrophied?
It is His Word alone which has the power to save lost mankind. It is
the ‘*Power of God unto salvation.’”” But how shall people hear, ex-
cept someone tells them of the Gospel message?

The Apostle Paul addressed Timothy on these same things, for
he also had been taught the Holy Scriptures as a child. Paul warned
Timothy to ““Take heed unto himself, and unto the doctrine; continue
in them: for in doing this he should both save himself and those that
hear him.”" 1 Tim. 4:16

If we are to be able missionaries in our own homes and abroad
we must not neglect to diligently review and study anew these pre-
cious truths of Scripture.

Being ready also consists in not making vour faith a personally
private matter. If God had wanted to have you hide your faith under a
bushel, He wouldn’t have commissioned the global spread of the Gos-
pel message. Nobody will ask you of the reason of the hope that is
within you, if you do not ““Let your light so shine before men that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”’
Matt, 5:16 Who will inquire about the source of that light if no light
is to be seer? We must with all meekness and fear (respect to God)
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bul our lighted candle on our candlestick that all may know whose
children we are, and come to know and truly believe in the Source of
our brightness, namely, our dear Lord Jesus Christ, true God and true
Man, ‘“in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins according to the riches of His grace,”” Eph. 1:7.

Let us then diligently study our Bible and Luther’s Small Cate-
chism that we may bring back to our minds all that we have learned
and to build with gold, silver, and precious stones upon this sure foun-
“dation. May we then with this foundation put our building upon a hill
for all to see, that by confessing our sure hope of salvation alone

through Christ, our Savior will also then confess us before His Father
in heaven.

Are You Ready? Let us answer boldly, ““Yes, we will fight the

good fight, and will speak of the Lord’s testimonies also before kings
and will not be ashamed,’”” (Ps. 119:46).

Submitted by Daniel M. Bloedel
through his pastor

AROUND THE WORLD

.. witk ec[itoria[ comment

Goliath was a sickly giant weakened by glandular problems and
probably didn’t notice David hurling the fatal pebble at his head, re-
searchers theorize. Dr. P.auline Rabin, a psychiatrist, and her hus-
band, Dr. David Rabin, an endocrinologist, both of Venderbilt Univer-
sity, claim there is evidence in the Bible that Goliath might have
suffered from a combination of. ailments which made him physical -
ly vulnerable to the small rock David loaded into his slingshot. *‘fle
didn’t duck or raise his shield and consequently, David apparently had
little trouble striking him with the stone,’’ she said.

Like the Athenians at the time of the Apostle Paul, people al-
ways want ““to tell, or to hear some new thing’’ (Acts 17:21). Conse-
quently, we read the utterly ridiculous theory advanced by the above
so-called researchers and receiving national -attention via the news
media. The Biblical account of David and his victory over the giant
is clear and plain.. The Philistine giant was so self-confident that
he was ready to do battle with the strongest soldier that the Israélites
might be able to send forth to answer his challenge. David, the shep-
herd-boy, accepted that challenge placing his trust in the Lord. *°I
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come to thee in the Name of the Lord of hosts . . . this day will the

LORD deliver thee into mine hand’’ . . .(vv. 45, 46). Already back

in chapter 16 we are told that when Samuel anointed David to be the

next king over Israel, ‘‘the Spirit of the Lord came upon David FROM
THAT DAY FORWARD’’ (v. 12). It was the LORD who gave David
the victory! Therefore that same David writes in the Psalms, ‘It is

better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man’’ (118:8).

NIV

Denny Smith, Oregon Representative from the 5th District in the
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C., recently sent out a let-
ter to alert us ‘‘to congressional action affecting fetal research and
experimentation,”” He writes, ‘“The House took up unfinished busi-
ness on the National Institute of Iealth reauthorization bill during the
closing days of the first session. By an easy voice vote, Rep. Dan-
nemeyer won approval of his amendment prohibiting NIH-supported re-
search and experimentation on fetuses. Unfortunately, following the
decision was an adoption of an amendment which provided for qimited
exception to the restriction on fetal research’, in effect, nullifying
the thrust of the Dannemeyer Amendment. Simply stated, we now have
a bill which contains language encouraging the medical and scientific
community to set standards for experimentation on human beings. In
my eyes, this is nothing more than saying that the unborn child or the
child who survives an abortion does not count much at all and could
face the danger of becoming a human ‘guinea pig’ . . . The full Senate
has yet to pass their bill.”’

If, what Representative Smith says is correct, then we become
guilty of practising what our country had previously so vehemently
condemned on the part of the Nazis during the Second World War! And
let us not deceive ourselves! The opening wedge is already there!
Already there are some 4,000 abortions being performed every day in
the United States! As Christians we have the duty to open our mouths
to protest such flagrant transgressions of God’s Law. John the Bap-
tist did not hesitate to protest King Herod living in adultery (Mark 6:
18). We Christians should also speak out against the sins of abor-
tion, homosexuality, adultery, etc. Let us also earnestly plead with
God to have mercy upon our dear land!

~-M.L.N.
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