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“Remember the Words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive.“--Acts 20:35. 

In the words above the Lord, through His Apostle, speaks of 
receiving and of giving. He also uses the comparison of something 
more blessed. 

Since the Lord says, ??lessed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it,“” (Luke fl:28) it is surely not a blessed thing when, 
as we all experience at certain times, some members of our congrega- 
tions do not come, and cannot be persuaded to come to the church ser- 
vices and much less to the Bible classes to receive the gracious 
blessings of Jesus’ Word, It is instead a grievous and vexing thing, 
for it is to be exptected that Christians love God’s Word, (Ps. 119, 
many verses) 

So also it is a matter that grieves and vexes us to note that 
sometimes Christian people ““let down”’ the Lord’s treasury by not 
giving regularly, generously, and cheerfully to support His work,, For 
““God Ioveth a CHEERFUL GIVER.” (2 Car, 95’) And He even says, 
as noted above, “ft is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 
20:35) Once we are by grace in heaven, money won”t be needed any- 
more0 But since we are not yet there, money is still needed to keep 
the Lord’s work going forward here on earth, just as surely as that 
earthly commodity of exchange is needed to keep any earthly business 
and even our own households a going thing, Every thinking person 
knows this, And therefore it is unjust, unreasonable, crazy, and wick- 
ed when some people say in a derogatory way, “The church is after 
money, ‘@ “Pastors are after money,” 

God% Word has much to say about our money and how we use 
it, and he who despises this despises God, 

He shows us that we Christians have our first and foremost ob- 
ligation in giving for our local congregations to help them meet their 
many obligations and especially the adequate support of the pastoral 
office, (Luke 24:47; 1 Car, 9114; Gal.. 6:6-S) We trust of course that 
our readers, being Christians, will not mind opening the Bible to look 
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up and read once again all the passages we refer to. 

The first importance of the local work does not however exclude 
our responsibilities to the Lord for our larger, joint work in the Con- 
ference, We refer especially to such endeavors as the relief of other 
brethren in need of our help (1 Cor. 16:1-3; 2 Cor. 9:1-2; James l:kl5- 
17); mission work, or the extending of the Gospel to others (Matt. 28: 
l&20; Mark 16:15; Rom, lO:l5); the training of a future ministry by 
means of our Seminary (Rom. 10:14c; 1 Tim, 2:15; 2 Tim, 2:2; Ps, 78: 
1:6); and efforts toward God-pleasing union with others of like mind 
in the Word of God, together with joint testimony against religious er- 
ror (1 Cor. 1:lO; Eph, 4:3; Ram, l6:17-18). To this may well be added 
yet the printed Word through our joint publication of the Concordia 
Lutheran. Unless we as individuals continue and even increase in our 
support of these endeavors with our faithful gifts, any one or all of 
them may have to be.terminated or suffer irreparable setbacks. 

Here consider once again just who we are, dear brethren. We 
are not even the owners of all that we possess. A31 of it is the Lord’% 
(Ps, 24:l; Hag, 2:8), and we are but stewards of our Lord, who has 
entrusted it all to us to use according to His will, and to whom we 
must give account (1 Pet, 4:10; Luke 16:1-13). In fact, we do not Ed+ 
en belong to ourselves. For we- poor sinners have been redeemed or 
bought back by our Savior and therefore belong to Him. Who of us 
would not want it so? To remind us of this He specially tells us: “Ye 
are not your own. For ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Car. 6:19- 
20) 

Who would consider it only a duty? Who would not much rather 
consider it a great privilege as liberally as possible and most cheer- 
fully to give for His work? No wonder that ‘He tells us, ‘“It is more 
blessed to give than to receive!“’ 

H, David Mensing, President 
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A Meditation For Palm Sunday 
-4echariah 9:9. 

“Behold, thy King cometh unto thee.” The prophet Zechariah 
foretells the coming of the King of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
promise of a King had already been foretold by the Psa@st who de-- 
scribes His coming in such lofty and noble language in Psalm 24, 
“‘Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 
.doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your 
heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the 
King of glory sha.!l come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory”” (vv. 7-N). The prophetical words of 
Zechariah were literally fulfilled on the Sunday preceding His cruci- 
fixion, when as He triumphantly rode into the city of Jerusalem, these 
words are quoted by the Evangelist Matthew (21:4, 5). 

Remember when Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, questioned 
Jesus because of the Jews’ accusation that Christ called Himself a 
King? [See Luke 23:2), Pilate asked Jesus, saying, ‘“Art thou a king 
then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that i am a king. To this end 
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I ! .should 
bear witness unto the truth; Every one that is of the truth heareth My 
voice’” (John 18:37), And the Apostle Paul in speaking of Jesus,Says, 
‘?VOW unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only ‘wise God, 
be honour and glory for ever and ever”” (1 Tim. 1:17). There is simply 
no doubt about it, this King foretold in Zechariah 9:9 is Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth! 

“Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,: He is just, and having sal- 
vation, ‘* While it is certainly true that all men are conceived and born 
in sin, Jesus was preserved fr om all sin because He is true God, “‘God 
manifest in the flesh’” (1 Tim, 3:lfi). Isaiah, the evangelist of the Old 
Testament, writes, “By His knowledge shall My RIGHTEOUS servant 
justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities” (53:ll). And after 
the Savior had openly walked among the people for about two years in 
His public ministry, He was able to tell the Jews, “Which of you eon- 
vinceth Me of sin?,“’ (John 8:46). Jesus “was ,in all points 
like as we are, yet without sin”” (Heb. 4:15), 

tempt& 

In this King we have salvation! Man was not able to supply his 
own salvation because he could not and never will be able to fu]fi] 
God “s demands, ‘“Death passed upon all men, for that all have sin- 
ned“’ (R,om, 5:12). It took nothing less than the only-begotten .son 
of the Father to make satisfaction for the sins of the world and to sat- 
isfy the righteous anger of the heavenly Father, ‘In Christ there is 
salvation, “‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me 
hath everlasting life”’ (John 6:47),’ 
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Zechariah continues his description. “Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: He is just, and’ having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of ‘an ass.” Luther’s Catechism sums 
it up so nicely, “In His earthly life Christ suffered poverty, contempt, 
and persecution” (page ill), Lowliness and poverty characterized 
the entire life of Christ whi& He was here upon the earth, He Him- 
self declared, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man Bath not where to lay His head” (Matt, 8: 
20). Even when He made His triumphant entry into the ci..v of Jeru- 
Salem, it was not on a magnificent stallion, but rather on a lowly beast 
of burden, one which had even been loaned to Him by another, And 
where was His Kingly throne? Golgatha, where He was so shameful- 
ly crucified, Where was His Kingly at tire? The blood which came 
from the whipping which He endured and the nail prints, And where 
was His Kingly crown? The crown of thorns which had been mocking- 
ly placed upon His sacred head. Just think, all this for you and for 
me! “Though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be rich”’ (2 Cor, 8:9). 

How is Jesus to be ?received? “Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of 
Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem.” Jesus, the King of glory is 
to be received with acclamation and rejoicing. We are also to be sin- 
cere in our rejoicing! Remember Jesus had received a very joyous 
reception when He entered into the city of Jer usalem, They lined His 
path with branches from the palm trees and shouted joyfully, “Hosan- 
na to the son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 2119). Yet, later that week 
this crowd defiantly stood before Pontius Pilate and shouted, “Cruci- 
fy Him, Crucify Him!” Our joy must always be sincere, arising fr om 
the .heart, (Matt. 15:8) and never a mere superficial emotion! 

Who is to rejoice? “Daughter of Zion, daughter of Jerusalem,“’ 
that is, the entire number pf true believers of all times and inall plac- 
es! This is shown us also in the verse following this text, ‘“And 1 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, 
aqd the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the 
heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea eveli to seal and from the 
river even to the ends of the earth” (v, 19), And then look at the 
Epistle to the Hebrews where it is wtitten, “But ye are come unto 
mount Zion, and unto the ciw of the living God,*the heaenly Jer usa- 
lem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly 
and church of t.h.e firstborn, which are writteu in heaven”” (3L2:22, .2S), 

Evety true Christian can therefore rejoice in t he words of Zec ha- 
riah which the Lord also fulfilled, for “God is not a man that He should 
lie’” (Num. 23:19), He still comes today* not with great outward pomp 
and show, but rather through the Gospel and the Sacraments and estab- 
lishes His Kingdom in the hearts of His believers (Luke 17:20, 21). 
‘Let us seekto keep Him enthroned as the royal Guest within our hearts 
by faithfully hearing His Word preached and receiving It with humble 
hearts and then sharing the message of salvation with those who still 
sit in darkness! -M,L.N, 
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the SignificanceOf MaundyThursday-Then&Now 
On that night in which Jesus was betrayed by Judas, that night 

before the day He suffered and died on the cross, our Lord Jesus met 
with His disciples for the last time before He would enter into His 
glory, In that night Jesus and His disciples would celebrate the last 
Passover, and the first Lord% Supper. 

Prior to this evening, Jesus had already given His disciples in- 
structions to prepare for the Passover0 This would be the last Pass- 
over Jesus and His disciples would ever eat. Why? Jesus, by His 
perfect fulfillment of Cod’s Law, and by His precious suffering and 
death, was the very fulfillment of the PassoverQ Christ was THE 
PASSOVER LAMB. Thus, after that memorable night, there should be 
no more Passover observance, When the Jews continue to celebrate 
the Passover, they continue to deny Christ. They celebrate a non- 
existent, unscriptural, Christ-denying Ptissover. However, as Jesus 
had not yet gone to the cross, He and His disciples rightly kept the 
feast on that first Maundy Thursday. Even that last Passover obser- 
vance was a part of Christ % perfect obedience in our stead. 

As Jesus and His disciples were still gathered together at the 
conclusion of that last Passover meal, something most significant fol- 
lowed, Taking some of the remaining unleavened bread which was re- 
quired for a proper and correct Passover, Jesus began to institute I a 
new Sacrament which would replace the fulfilled Passover. In those 
memorable words of Scripture found in Matthew26:26-28 we read: “And 
as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it ) and brake .@, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” In, with, and under that bread 
and wine Christ was also giving His disciples in a miraculous man- 
ner His very body and blood which He would shed on the cross the 
next day, What a blessed Sacrament Jesus had just instituted! On 
that night Jesus’ disciples received the remission of sins which Christ 
would earn on the cross, 

However, the Sacrament of the Lord% Supper which Christ insti- 
tuted on Maundy Thursday was intended not only for His immediate 
disciples, but also for His Church, This was the Sacrament to be 
received by His Church until He should return on the Last Day. The 
Bible says, ““For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” (1 Cor. 11:26) Thus we 
read that the early Christians of Pentecost “continued stedfastly in 
the apostIes” doctrine and fellowship AND IN BREAKING OF BREAD 

” (Acts 2:42) Therefore, even today as we partake of Holy Com- 
m;nion as Christ instituted it, we are receiving the same Sacrament 
which Jesus administered to His disciples on Maundy Thursday, This 
cannot be said of the Lord% Supper observed in the Roman Catholic 
Church and in the Reformed Churches, In the Roman Church the 
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Sacrament is viewed as an unbloody re-sacrifice of Christ”s body and 
blood even though the Scripture says, “Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many. ” (Hebrews 928) Also, in the Roman Church 
the cup is still withheld from the laity, In the Reformed Churches 
there is also no true Lord’s Supper in that they, against the institu- 
tion of Christ, substitute grape juice for the wine, and contrary to the 
plain words of Christ, believe that the bread and wine only represent 
Christ’s body and blood and thereby deny the real presence of Christ’s 
body and blood, Moreover, the Reformed teach that the Lord’s Supper 
is but a memorial or symbolic observance of Christ’s death rather than 
a Sacrament by which God offers, gives, and seals unto us the for- 
giveness of sins which Christ earned for us on the cross* 

Let it be said that even where the true Lord% Supper is admin- 
istered there can be much improper practice, Today in many Lutheran 
Churches there is open Communion whereby anyone who happens to 
be present in church can come to the altar. Where such is the case, 
unfaithful pastors may well be giving the Lord’s Supper to those who 
have no comprehension of the meaning, to unbelievers, and to those 
who are living in unrepentant sin, And what does Scripture say? It 
says, “Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord,‘” (1 Car, 1X:27) This is why we practice “close Communion‘” 
whereby only those who are in declared fellowship with us and who 
announce their intentions come to the altar, This is why we instruct 
our people first to examine themselves. before taking the Lor d”s Sup- 
per, Paul says, “But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup.” (1 Car. 11.:28) 

Because we have in our churches the true Lord’s Supper as in- 
stituted by Christ Himself on that first Maundy Thursday, let us be 
thankful, and let us make full and regular use of it. God is so super- 
abundantly gracious to us that besides the written and spoken Gospel 
He has also given us this added “visible Word” of the Lord’s Supper. 
This is for our added comfort, assurance, and confirmation of the for- 
giveness of sins. We in our miserable sinful flesh are so weak and 
doubting, The forgiveness of sins is so foreign to our nature and 
natural comprehension, Therefore Christ, in the ‘Sacrament, gives us 
His very body and blood as a pledge and seal of His forgiveness earn- 
ed on the cross0 This is why Jesus still says to us, “Come unto Me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you lest.” 
(Matthew 11.28) This rest of the forgiveness of sins is ever conveyed 
in the Lord’s Supper each time we receive it, 

-E&S, 
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Good Friday-- 
AOayOiSadnessllndJoy! 

If we view the events of Good Friday in the naked light of human 
reason, there would not appear to be anything “good” about that day. 
After all, Jesus, the Son of the Living God, died almost horrible and 
excruciatingly painful death on Good Friday, But as we view this ter- 
rible ordeal of our Savior with the eyes of the new man, we can and 
must see the “‘good” in that black day, For as Isaiah said nearly 
eight hundred years earlier, “He was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with His stripes we are healed.” (53:5) Thus, even as 
we grieve at the sufferings of our Lord, we rejoice at the grace of God 
manifest in those sufferings, 

Now behold the terrible sufferings our Savior went through, Good 
Friday began very early for the Savior, From late evening Thursday 
through the wee. hours of Friday morning, Jesus was shuffled back and 
forth between Annaso the father-in-law of Lhe present high priest, Cai- 
phas, the High Priest at the time of Herod and Pilate, During this 
time, Jesus was falsely accused, mocked, spat upon, struck repeated- 
ly in the face, beaten and abused, And finally, He appears before Pi- 
late once again, Pllat e, a weak and frightened man, bending to the 
whim of the Jewish leaders, had Jesus whipped, while Roman soldiers 
mocked Him, placing a crown of thorns upon His head, pretending 
to honor Him as King, 

Pilate presented the battered Jesus unto the ‘Jews and tried to 
have Him released, But the Jews would have none of it, and called 
out for the blood of Christ in a method of execution reserved only ior 
the vilest of state criminals, crucifixion, And so Pilate, trying to 
wash the blood of this just and innocent man off his hands and con- 
science, turned the Savior over to the blood-lust of the Jews, Jesus 
was taken outside of the city to Calvary’s hill and there, cruelly nail- 
ed to a cross, placed between two real criminals to suffer the most 
agonizing death conceived by the mind of mano 

Six hours after being nailed to that cross, Jesus, the Son of the 
living God, placed His spirit into the hands of His gracious Father 
and of His own volition, gave up the ghost and died, 

Truly, it was a sad and terrible day. But the grief we tleel as 
Christians should not be in the fact alone that Jesus died, but that ‘He 
died for crimes which He did not commit, He died for our sins, yours 
and mine and, indeed, the. sins of the whole world, including those of 
the hate-filled and spiteful men who- both had Jesus crucified and car- 
ried out that awful sentence, 
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Yet, it is also in this truth that we as Christians find true joy- 
and peace and life everlasting, Jesus Himself was guilty of nothing, 
and yet He died with the burden of all our sins laid upon Him by God 
the Father, A13 the wrath of God against sin was directed at Jesus as 
He hung on that crossI He suffered the pangs of hell and death itself 
in order that we might have life and have it more abundantly, When 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “‘It is finished,” it meant that the 
wrath of God against sin had been spent, that God wasno longer angry 
with sinners like you and like me; that we, along with all men, had 
been reconciled or made right with God, As Paul says in 2 Corinthi- 
ans 539, 21, “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. * . . For he 
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him,” 

Thus, while we remember in shame the p,.ce that ‘had to be paid, 
we rejoice that according to the limitless mercy and grace of God, the 
payment for our sins was made through the sufferings and death of our 
dear Savior o As Isaiah prophesied, so it has come to pass, We have 
been healed by His stripes, The disease of sin which meant certain 
death for each of us has been washed from us through the cleansing 
blood of ‘our Savior Jesus, The stripes on His back left by the whip, 
the holes in His hands and feet left by the nails, the imprint of the 
crown of thorns and the terrible gash in His side made by a Roman 
spear are each an everlasting testimony that “ye were redeemed not 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversa- 
tion received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood 

of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1 Peter 
1:1&19) Thus, as the hymnist writes: 

“Here we have a firm foundation, 
Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, 
His the name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancer guilt! 
None shall ever be counfounded 
Who on Him. their hope have built.‘* 

May God so preserve in us this true understanding of the events 
of Good Friday unto life ever lasting. In Jesus’ Name, Amen, 

-M.W.D, 
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“Be Not Affrightede l l 4ie IsRisen” 
Mark I6:6 

The Gospels describe the emotions. experienced by the women 
and men at the empty tomb on Easter with such words as, “affright- 
ed, ” “perplexed, ” “afraid, ” “wept.” A strong feeling of hopeless- 
ness had overcome them, Cleopas expresses this feeling thus’: “We 
trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed !sra- 
el. ” Luke 24:2X, 

Without the resurrection of Christ, what hope would there be for 
lost sinners such as we are? The terrible alternative is described at 
great length by the Apostle Paul in 1 Car, 15: “Your faith is vain; ye 
are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished. ” vvO 17, 18, And all this because there would be noas- 
surance that God has justified the whole world, 

But thanks be to God for His Word which declares: “‘Be not af- 
frighted. . . . He is risen!” The justification of the world by God and, 
therefore, our justification, is an accomplished fact, The Apostle 
Paul, by the inspiration of God, succinctly explains this good news 
in these words: He (Christ) “was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification.” Ram, 4:25, The whole world’s 
offences were the cause of Christ’s being delivered, put to death, on 
Good Friday. God pronounced His Son guilty for all these offences, 
As the whole world’s substitute Christ was obedient to God’s will, 
fulfilling all the demands of God’s Law perfect]y so that the world 
would be counted righteous by God, Rom, 5:19, This obedience ex- 
tended even to His death on the cross0 His last word was: “lt is 
finished!” On Good Friday all had been finished, everything accom- 
plished for the justification of t he world, What, then, is the great sig- 
nificance of Christ’s resurrection ? Paul says that Christ “was raised 
again for our justification. ” The world’s justification was the cause 
of Christ’s resurrection, J, Schaller in his Biblical Christology (p,76), 
states that the resurrection of Christ “became the unshakable witness 
of the justification of the world,” and E, W, A, Koehler, in his anno- 
tated Catechism, 1926 edition, p. 125, writes: “The resurrection *of 
Christ does not make us just, does not atone for our sins, Christ did 
this by ‘being delivered for our offences,’ by His suffering and death, 
but His resurrection proves to us that by His atonement on the cross 

e really did finish our redemption, it shows that we are just andrigh- 
teous before God,” The resurrection of Christ. stamped God’s seal 
upon His Son’s meritorious work for the justification of the world, In 
simple language, what does this all mean? The resurrection of Christ 
declares that our sins have been completely forgiven by ‘God, Heb, 10: 
17, 18; God counts us righteous as if we had fulfilled a-.U the demands 
of His Law, Rom, 5:18, 19; we have the assurance of salvation for our 
soul and body, Rom, 530; John 14:19; 1 Car, 15, Therefore, “be not 
affrighted. . . . He is risen.” 

-E.E. E. 
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“Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed.” --John 20:29b 

As we Christians during the blessed Lenten and Easter Seasons 
meditate anew upon the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and our Savior, it ,behooves us to banish from our think- 
ing any doubts or misgivings we might have regarding His redemptive 
work, For Satan would love nothing better than to rob us of the con- 
fidence that, by His vicarious atonement, Christ fully paid our’debt to 
God in heaven! He would delight in snatching away from us the as- 
surance that, for Jesus’ sake, God counts us righteous in His sight 
and no longer holds our sins against us! He would indeed celebrate 
the greatest triumph if he could succeed in shaking our sure and cer- 
tain hope of everlasting life which we enjoy by faith in the Savior! 
And all these things our vicious adversary can surely accomplish, if 
he can but plant the seed of doubt in the Christian’s heart; for, if that 
seed takes root and is permitted to grow, its fruit soon becomes evi- 
dent in despair and unbelief, 

The ultimate source of doubt is the devil himself, who has lied 
from the very beginning, After all, it was his temptation to doubt the 
Word of God that led our first parents, Adam and Eve, into sin, “Yea’ 
hath ‘God said. . . ?” he cunningly asked the woman,, And his tactic 
was the very same with Thomas, who missed the Savior’s wonderful 
appearance to His disciples on Easter evening, And Satan continues 
to employ that identical strategy with “deep guile and great might” 
even today yet! He has long ago already established the principle of 
worldly skepticism that “seeing is believing”, that whatever cannot 
be isolated, observed and manipulated by man himself, as in the labo- 
ratories of modern science, is not only subject to doubt but i=an be 
completely dismissed as “mythical” O And so natural man in his fool- 
ishness thinks he can safely deny the existence of God, of Satan, of 
sin, of hell-yea, of anything that defies identification with the human 
senses0 And sinful pride, the devil”s ally, nur tures skepticism and 
doubt, because it ascribes all glory to man, to man’s reason, to man’s 
own wisdom and WOK thiness. How utterly vain, how foolish are they 
who doubt “‘the things that be of God” (Matthew X:23), for their wis- 
dom is foolishness with God (1 Cor, 3:19); and they play into Satan’s 
own hand to insure their eternaLdestruction! 
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The Christian, too, is attacked by doubts and fears, just as was 
Peter when he took his eyes off the Savior and heeded rather hoister 
ous waves around him, Jesus and His precious Word is the fountain 
of all wisdom and of all truth, as He Himself testifies in John 8:31-32; 
and as soon a.s even a Christian-like Thomas, Jesus’ very own disci- 
ple-- substitutes human reason and senses for the abso1ut.e assurances 
of God’s Word, he invites doubt and places his faith in real jeopardy; 
he loses his confidence in the FT ,4y Scriptures, the precious Means of 
Grace,“which are able to make (Eiw) WISE UNTO SALVATION through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.!’ (2 Tim. 3%) And that is why the 
Savior chided Thomas, saying, “Be not FAITHLESS but BELIEVIIVG!” 
(John 20:27)--don’t make shipwreck of your faith by hanging onto your- 
self, your senses, your reason! 

And the cure for doubts and misgivings?--Oh, that the Savior pro- 
vided for Thomas9 as He graciously provides it for you and me, in the 
words on which this meditation is based: “Blessed are they that HAVE 
NOT SEEN, and YET HAVE BELIEVED!‘, The Bible tells us:“Faith 
is the substance of things HOPED FOR, the evidence of things NOT 
SEEN,” Hebrews Il:l, The sure cure for doubt is confidence in the 
truth of God% Word, the truth that makes us free frorn doubt, For@ con- 
cerning the fact of Christ *s resurrection, the very seal of our redemp- 
tion, we too can put our fingers into the print of the nails and thrust 
our hand into the Savior’s side--all through His precious Word of Life, 
the firm assurance that, unlike our frail and feeble senses, can never 
deceive us nor leave us in doubt, for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to everyone that believeth, 

May we, by God’s grace* ever hold fast in faith to the blessed 
Word of our Lord and Savior9 Jesus’ Christ, “‘WHOM NAVZNG N&I 
SEEN, YE LOVE; IN WHOM, THOUGH NOW YE SEE HIM NOT, YET 
BELIEVING, YE REJOICE WITH JOY UNSPEAKABLE AND .Fl.lLL 
OF GLORY, RECEIVZNG THE END- OF YOUR FAITH, EVEN THE 
SALVATZON OF YOUR SOULS.,’ (1 Peter 1:8-g) 

Abiding steadfast, firm and sure, 
The teachings of the Word endure. 
Blest he-who trusts this steadfast Word; 
His anchor holds in Christ, the Lord? 

(L.H. 290, 4) 

,-D.T,M, 

33 



By the grac- * of God our faculty and student. launched intc the 
work of the second semester on Monday, February &following a 
break of one week, As we look at the remaining schedule, the East- 
er recess begins on April 13, with classes resuming on April 30, Fin- 
al examinations are scheduled for the week begin.ning June 4, and the 
second semester will close on June 8th, 

During this semester our student is taking five courses, Prof, 
H, David Mensing is teaching New Testament Greek Grammar (elemen- 
tary) and Homiletics, the latter covering sermon sketches, outlines, 
and de1 ivery, Your Resident teaches Dogmatics (completing Volume 
I of Pieper’s great work),,New Testament Isagogics, and Symbolics 
(completing the study of the Augsburg Confession), These classes 
are conducted every morning Monday through Friday, with one class 
being held on Monday afternoon, Every Monday morning at 10 o’clock 
a. brief chapel service is held wit.11 both professors sharing the devo- 
tions and faculty and student beseeching the Lord for His continued 
guidance and. blessing, 

As you members of our Conference congregat.ions continue to of- 
fer fervent prayers for our theological institution and also do your part 
to encourage other young men to consider becoming pastors, do not 
forget. the importance of maintaining and supporting our Seminary with 
gifts in the measure in which God has blessed you, It has been brought 
to our attention that the financial picture of our Conference is not a 
healthy one and that serious consideration must be given as to wheth- 
er our joint projects (this includes the Seminary) can continue or must 
be,greatly cut back or even terminated, We know, of course, that some 
of our members have been seriously affected by unemployment and re- 
lated economic problems, and we pray that the ‘Lord might relieve such 
conditions in His own good time and manner, But surely they, as well 
as all of us9 must be cancer ned about the financial problems confront- 
ing our institution, Do we want to see this vital work drastically cur- 
tailed? Does it matter to us if our theological training program had to 
cease altogether? Since this is a joint venture, all of us must con- 
sider seriously and realistically what can be done to solve this dif- 
ficulty, Pray about this daily, discuss it in your local setting, and 
then make your response through your own congregation! As we look 
to the Lord for guidance in this matter, may a decision be reached 
that will truly reflect the will of our members and be to the glory of 
God and the welfare of His Church! 

G0 W0 Schaefer, President 
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Fellow members of the C,LC,, we have begun a new year; a year 
that brings us one step closer to our death, As we look back on our 
lives we recall how our parents brought us to the Lord in -Holy Baptism, 
and how we in our Sunday Schools were, week after week, taught the 
way of salvation through innumerable Bible Stories; after which we 
learned answers and proof texts to an assort.ment of important ques- 
tions concerning our Christian faith so that we could carefully examine 
ourselves so that we could worthily partake of the body and blood of 
the Lord, Oh, how manifold are the blessings which we have receiv- 
ed of the Lord from our earliest childhoo.d, 

,Like foolish children though, we received these blessings and 
then abuse them, not considering at what great cost they have been 
purchased for us0 The Lord Himself died for us while we were yet sin- 
ners He condescended to take upon Himself the likeness of men and 
become obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, A thousand 
worlds were all too poor for us ever to repay this debt, Furthermore, 
following in the footsteps of their Master, many of the older members 
of our Conference forsook all that they had and followed Him, 

It may be well for us to remember the labors of love which these 
faithful Saints of the Lord have performed in days past, These older 
pastors and laymen of our Conference strove against the abuses in the 
Missouri Synod, just as Luther and his mighty Saints against the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, Because of their firm stance on th, .:‘ord of God 
they followed Ram, X:17 and separated themselves from the Synod, 
Lest we forget, they had friends, relatives, and positions of honor in 
the heterodox church body, How many of us today would give up these 
same things and more for the truth? Our pastors without hesitation 
condemned the ungodly pracfices of the Synod, and many were cruelly 
thrown out of their churches and homes with no place t.o go, This 
did not go unnoticed by the faithful members of these congregations, 
They, as quickly as they couldB housed their pastors+, some even mort- 
gaging their homes for this purpose, In t,imes, some of these congrega- 
tions built church buildings in which to hold their services0 All this 
was done so that t.hey would have the Truth among themselves and 
among their children, All this happened over thirty years ago and we 
are still reaping the benefits of their labors, 

The quest.ion must now be asked of the new generation, “twill ye 
fight the good fight; will ye spea.k of the Lord’s test.ifionies also be- 
fore kings and not be ashamed?“” (Ps, 119:46), We can no longer ride 
on the coat.-tails of our predecessors, The inheritance has been pass- 
ed down to us, and it is our duty as good and faithful stewards to in- 
vest these talents wisely, 
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With this present generation, one of the main duties which we 
have to fulfill is the conservation of souls, Without this internal mis- 
sion work we will have no one to pass our birthright on to, We must 
then “‘consider one another to provoke unto love and good works; not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves toget her as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another,” Remembering the warning, “and so 
much the more as ye see the day approaching,” (Heb, 1():24-25), 

Therefore, here are some important questions which we should 
all ask ourselves: 

1) Do you make it an important part of your week to see that both you 
and your children regularly attend Sunday School, Bible Class,and 
b ivine Service? 

2) Do you. promote regular attendance at Bible Class and the par tici- 
pation in Voters Assemblies and other church related classes and 
activities? 

3) Do you at every opportunity speak well of your pastor and guide 
others to him when they have questions or need help? 

4) Do you set aside time for personal and family devotions? 

5) Do you take time regularly to visit with your past or so that he 
may with God’s guidance watch for your soul? 

6) Do you make an earnest effort to visit others in the congregation 
and encourage them in well doing? 

‘7) Do you make it a point to ext.end a hand or a hug of friendshii> out 
of love for your Savior with the other members of the congregation 
after the church service? 

8) Do you encourage the young men of your congregation to consider 
becoming pastors in our Conference? 

Again, as we look into this new year, -let us not idly stand by 
and watch our heritage slip away from us, but eagerly take the task 
set before us, building and reinforcing our churches so that they may 
be mighty fortresses “built on the Apostles and .Prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the Chief Cornerstone,” (Eph, 2:20). 

Let children hear the mighty deeds 
Which God performed of old, 
Which in our younger years we saw, 
andwhich our fathers told. 

Our lips shall tell them to our sons 
And they again to theirs 
That generations yet unborn 
May tell them to their heirs. 
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To learn that in our God alone 
Their hope securely stands, 
That they may ne’er forget His works, 
But walk in His commands. 

(LoHo 629:8, 3, 50) 

Submitted by Daniel MO Bloedel 
through his pa,stor 

. l . tith editorial comment 
Bishop David W, Preus, president of the American Lutheran 

Church, writes io the Jan, 20th issue of the denomination’s magazine 
that theological dialogues with Reformed, Roman Catholic and Epis- 
copal Churches “indicate that the ALC should, if those bodies agr.ee, 
enter into altar and pulpit fellowship, which is the official sharing ,‘of 
Holy Communion and the willingness t.o full spiritual, if not structujlal y 
union, “‘We should be ready to share altars with Roman Catholics, ‘) Q 
even though we do not agree with them regarding papal authority,” the 
ALC bishop thus wrote, Altar and pulpit fellowship with Piresbyterian 
churches-those in the Reformed tradition-could take place even tho 
discussions on some theological points about Holy Communion con- 
tinue, Dr, Preus said, “The Scriptures call us to express the measure 
of unity that exists among Christians rather than to say we must agree 
on everything before we can express true Christian fellowship,” he 
said, “Significant t heol ogical and organizational differences” still 
exist between Lutherans and other Christians, These should be ac- 
knowledged, and might forestall full organic union, he suggested, but 
said he believed the differences “are not, significant enough to keep 
us from expressing our unity at the altar and in the pulpit,” 

Th.eabove news item was reported in the Jan. 23, 1984 issue of 
the Christian News. Dr. Preus speaks the. language of the unionist- 
we agree to disagree! How can there be altar, pulpit and prayer fel- 
lowship between those (*Lutherans) who believe in the real presence 
67 ‘Christ in the Sacrament and those (Presbyteria_ns, etc.) who believe 
that the Lord’s Supper is nothing more than a representation or symbol! 
How can there be fellowship between those (Lutherans) who believe 
that man is made righteous before God ALONE by grace through faith 
in Christ and those (Roman Catholics) who believe. that man is justi- 
fied by his works! God demands unity in all Scriptural doctrines (2 
Cor. MO) BEFORE a God-pleasing fellowship can exist! .(Amos 3:3) 
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On Paradise Pines, an acre of scrub alders on Whidbey Island, 
Washington, a self-acclaimed “militant, fundamentalist gospel preach- 
er who has not changed his views in the past 40 years” lives with his 
gun and Bible at the ready, “The judgment of God is very near on 
this country,” says the Rev, Bob LeRoy, who predicts a third world 
war in the 198Os, followed by a War of Armageddon in which 200 mil- 
lion soldiers will die and in which Russia, China and the United Stat- 
es will be annihilated, LeRoy’s fear of communism and natural dis- 
asters prompted him to move with his wife, and two daughters to the 
woods of Whidbey Island where he grows 500 pounds of potatoes, and 
in a nearby gulch he shoots raccoons and foxes,, “Every man should 
have a rifle and 100 rounds of ,ammunition,” said LeRoy, who keeps 
both a rifle and a shotgun, Some of LeRoy’s income goes to finance 
the Alarming Cry, his quarterly publication for “biblical evangelism 
and right-wing news,” LeRoy also founded, and leads,the Christian 
Sons of Liberty and the All-American Bible Church, The Alarming Cry 
reaches 1,000 subscribers, 

Whether or not thereQ& will be a Third World War-that the Lord 
alone knows. With the devastating weapons that could be unleashed 
by the super powers and the resulting destruction, it would not do 
much good to take refuge in the woods. Instead we say with the Psalm= 
ist of the Lord, “HE is my Refuge and my Fortress: my God; in role 
will I trust” (Ps. 91:2). ‘*Therefore will not we fear, though the earth 
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the 
sea” (Ps. 4&Z). God is our dear heavenly Father for Jesus’ sake and 
will never forsake His dear children (‘Heb. 13:s). The “War of Arma= 
geddon” to which LeRoy refers (Rev. 1616) is not an earthly, but a 
spiritual battle between the devil and his followers and the Lord Je- 
sus and His true believers. The Church will be victorious, for not 
even the gates of hell can prevail against Christ’s Church (IMatt. 16: 
lS)! 

An unavoidable and potentially catasttifiophic warming of the 
Earth will start in the 1990’s disrupting food production and raising 
coastal waters as the polar icecaps melt, the federal government said 
in a report released Ott, 18, 1983, The study by the Environmental 
Protection Agency said the climatic changes from the so-called 
“greenhouse effect” are unavoidable and warned that the United Stat- 
es and other countries must begin searching now for ways to miti- 
gate the impact of the changes, The EPA study is based on earlier 
projections by the National Academy of Sciences that a doubling of 
car bon dioxide in the air-which could occur by the middle of the next 
century-would raise present world temperatures within a range of 2.7 
degrees to 8.1 degrees Fahrenheit, This result is knownas the green- 
house effect because car bon dioxide acts like the glass in a green- 
house, allowing the sun’s warming rays to reach earth, but not allow- 
ing the heat to escape, 
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In spite of such dire predictions we Christians can be optimis- 
tic and unafraid. For the future of this world does not rest with fal- 
lible men, but securely in the hand of Him who not only created- .heav- 
en and earth, but who also sustains and preserves them! He is the 
Almighty God whd is got a man that He should lie $Vu?n.23:19). He 
has promised that “while the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, day and ilight shall not 
cease” (Gen. 8:22). ff the temperature of the .earth does rise, it wilI 
never rise to nullify what God has promised! Only on the Day of 
Judgment the temperature will soar to an incomprehensible degree 
*‘in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shail,meLt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up” (2 Pet. 3:1-O, 12). Only those 
who “have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb’* (R e v. 7:14) need not fear! 

--M. L.!!. 
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