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Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments according to
Christ’s institution. All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
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Scriptural position in doctrine and prac-
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgment of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac-
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with them.
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us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, ‘perfectly
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fic theories which contradict the Word
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To expose particularly the false tea-
ching and practice of the various so-
called “‘Liuutheran’ church bodies by
comparing their teaching and practice
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Word of God, in the Lutheran (Confes-
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
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wherever it makes its appearance and
to keep abreast of the current happen-
ingsinthe church and among the nations
as signs of the timeas.

To be truthful and factual in our re-
porting and freely to correct any mis-
information of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our atten-
tion. Also to clarify any information or
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"This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh: ...
And these are contrary the one to the other,
so that ye cannot do the things that ye would."
Gal. 5:16-17

In this fifth chapter to the Galatians, the Apostle of the
Lord specially discusses things that are the very opposite
in every Christian - the flesh, or the sinful Old Adam, the
perverted sinful nature that will remain in us until death;
and the New Man, the Spirit, the new life that is ours in
Christ, by justification through faith. These are contrary
one to the other, so that, according to the flesh, we
cannot do the things we want to do according to the
Spirit. There is a constant fight or struggle within the
Christian. Of course, the Spirit must always be in the lead
and ascendancy. He must be the winner so that, in the
end, we may be led by the Spirit and obtain the crown of
life in heaven by grace.

L.et me therefore confess and confide in you, dear
brethren of our Conference, something that took place in
me at our recent convention. There were two things in
me, your fellow sinner and fellow Christian, also at that
time - the flesh and the Spirit.

At the time of the election, my flesh in me was very
strong.  Therefore, having had a difficult year as your
president, which you know from the Proceedings of the
1983 convention and¢ from my Presidential Report, my
flesh told me absolutely to refuse re-election to the
Presidency.

But there was also the Spirit of Christ within me,
which was contrary to the flesh. I had opened the
convention with a sermon based on God's Word, in which
we learned: Give vyour living bodies a sacrifice to the
Lord, which is your reasonable service - because of God's
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great mercies. And so, in view of this sermon, [ could
not refuse to be yvour servant for Jesus' sake as President
because of God's mercies to me. I could never sacrifice

myself, body and soul, enough, to give thanks for all God's
mercies to me and to the brethren of our Conference.

And so the Spirit had to win over the flesh. Please,
therefore, remember me in your constant, fervent prayers,
so that, in spite of my deficiencies, I may continue to be
a faithful president to you.

Remembering that our sacrifice to the Lord is not only
our money and our willing service in the various
congregations and the Conference, but the sacrifice of our
whole selves, body and soul. May we all now be resolved
to keep serving the Lord together with gladness, in the
Spirit, becsuse of His great mercies to us in Christ Jesus,
our Savior!

H. David Mensing, President
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Che Convention @L'qesf

Seven pastoral delegates, 8 1lay delegates, 4 alternate
delegates, and 68 visitors gathered for the 33rd Annual
Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference at St.
Luke's Lutheran Church in Seattle, Washington, from June
22nd to June 24th.

The opening service on Friday, June 22nd, was held at
9:30 a.m., with the Rev. H. D. Mensing, President,
preaching the sermon on the basis of Romans 12:1, 2, and
the host pastor, Rev. P. R. Bloedel, serving as liturgist.
The offering at this service was designated for the
General Fund of the Concordia Lutheran Conference.

On Sunday, June 24th, all those in attendance were
privileged to receive more spiritual nourishment from the
sermon by Rev. E. R. Stallings of San Antonio, Texas, who
reminded the hearers that "Stewardship is the Response of
Faith to the abounding Grace of God" on the basis of 2
Corinthians 9:6-8. Again, the host pastor, Rev. P. R.
Bloedel, served as liturgist. The Lord's Supper was also
observed in this service. The offering received at this
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service was given to the local congregation to help defray
the cost of hosting the Convention.

"CHRISTIAN GIVING" - with particular emphasis on
sacrificial giving" was the title of the essay presented in 3
installments by Rev. M. L. Natterer of Lebanon, Oregon.
Each of the sessions throughout the Convention began with
a hymn, Scripture reading, and prayer.

The following are the newly-elected officers of our
Conference:

President: Rev. H. D. Mensing
Vice-President: Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Secretary: Rev, M. L. Natterer
Treasurer: Mr. Victor Bloedel

Board Members-at Large
Mid-west:  Mr. Lloyd D. Martin
Far-west: Mr., Stephen Bloedel

Editorial Committee
Rev. O, W, Schaefer, editor
Rev. M. L. Natterer, assistant editor
Mr. I.loyd E. Martin

Committee on Lutheran Union
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Rev. M. I.. Natterer
Prof. O. W. Schaefer
Mr. Victor Bloedel

Committee on Theological Education
Rev. Erick Erickson
Rev. E. R. Stallings
Mr. Robert Bloedel
Mr. Phillip Martin

Finance Committee
Mr. Lloyd E. Martin
Mr. Robert Steinke
Mr. Robert Kofoid
Mr. Victor Bloedel

Committee on Missions
Rev. Mark W. Dierking
Rev. E. R. Stallings
Mr. Larry Turner
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Mr. Ray Kusumi
Mr. Lloyd D. Martin

Publishing House Board of Control
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Rev. Mark W. Dierking
Mr. Stephen Bloedel
Mr. Victor Bloedel
Mr. Paul Luedtke

It was with great joy that the Convention heard the
Membership Committee report that it had examined the
Constitution of Concordia Lutheran Church of Midland,
Michigan, and found that it was in accord with the Word
of God. The Committee therefore recommended that the
congregation's application be accepted and that it be
received unanimously * into the membership of the
Conference. With all praise to the Lord the delegates were
happy to receive the congregation into the Conference
together with its pastor, Rev. Erick E. Erickson who had
previously passed a colloquy. under the direction of the
President.

In conjunction with the report of the Mission Committee
the delegates heard an interest report from the pastor of
Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.
Rev. David T. Mensing, the pastor, gave a concise
chronological overview of Zion's activities and urged the
Convention to remember this "little outpost of truth" in
its prayers.

The Convention took note of the fact that several
laymen who are owners of computer word-processing
equipment, generously offered to sell the Conference time
on this equipment at the rate of $50.00 per Concordia
Lutheran issue, including training and assistance to our
printer in using it.

In his President's Report Rev. H. D. Mensing stated that
he, together with two members of the Committee on
Lutheran Union attended a free conference last September
at Beautiful Savior Ev. Lutheran Church of Decatur,
Indiana, J. C. Kinery, pastor. Various papers were
presented, including one by our President on the basis of
the original Greek text, of the third step of admonition
set forth in Matthew 18:17. Another paper was presented
by Rev. P. R. Bloedel, the Chairman of our Committee on
Lutheran Union, concerning unionism, selective fellowship
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and a state of confession.
The Convention adopted a budget for the next fiscal
year - there was only one dissenting vote - amounting to

$18,738.00 to carry on the work of our Conference.

Since there are no students presently enrolled in our
Seminary this Fall, the convention decided that our
Seminary be placed on an '"on-hold" status, ready to be
re-activated, and the professors be put on a semi-retired
basis for the coming year.

On Saturday and Sunday evenings the delegates and
visitors were treated to a trip through Seattle and Nigeria.
by means of slides shown by Ray Kusumi and John
Okamoto, members of St. Luke's, and Rev. E. Erickson,
who had previously been a missionary in the West African
country of Nigeria.

An offer to host the next Convention, June 21, 22, 23,
1985 in Wilmot, South Dakota at St. Stephen's Ev. Lutheran
Church, was gratefully accepted by the Convention.

For the preservation of unity in all Scriptural doctrines,
for the edifying sermons and exhortations, for the fine
Christian fellowship, for the wonderful hospitality shown us
by St. Luke's congregation and its pastor, we thank our
dear heavenly Father through Jesus Christ, our only Savior.
May He grant us the aid of His Holy Spirit to hold high
the banner of His Word that men might know and follow
im who alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life!

—-M. L. Natterer, Secretary

The 208th BirthdayOf Our Country

On the 4th of July, 1984, our country observed its 208th
birthday. Beginning with 13 colonies, it has grown into a
pation numbering 50 states. While this is not a church
holiday, we Christians recognize that the hand of God
directed the formation of our country and its history to
the present day. It is God who still guides and controls
the destiny of our land as well as of the entire world.
He rules all nations and all people according to His will
and purpose.
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The Fourth of July observance reminds ihe believer that
he lives under two flags: he is to be a loyal citizen of the
State and an obedient servant in the Kingdom of God. He
is to live peacably under <:1v11 and religious authority and
be faithful to both.

Allegiance to our country and its laws, when not in
conflict with Holy Scripture, is emphasized in 1 Peter
2:13: "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the
Lord's sake!" Paul writes that "the powers that be are
ordained of God." Rom. 13:1. Those who head a nation are
to maintain law and order so that we can live safely and
have our homes and lives protected. As citizens we have
rights that must be upheld, and from our government we
expect that these will be assured.

But we dare not abuse our privileges and freedoms.
Our liberty dare not become license. No one is to hide
behind freedom in order to engage in that which is
wrong. Christians are to be law-abiding and upright and
elect such persons as have the welfare of the nation at
heart. The devil, meanwhile, will seek to disrupt peaceful
conditions by breeding disorder and fostering all manner of
evil in communities and nations. Followers of Jesus are
to stand behind the efforts of good government 1o
counteract disruptive acts and heed the advice of God
through the apostle Paul: "I exhort therefore that ...
prayers ... be made ... for all that are in authority!™ 1
Tim. 2:1. Would that all rulers of nations might realize
their solemn duties and act responsibly as representatives
of God!

While we owe respect to all in authority in our land, no
loyalty dare surpass that which we owe to our Lord and
Savior. We are to be obedient servants in His kingdom and
love Him with unquestioned devotion. This requires a
confession of faith in Him who psaid for our sins on the
cross, whose own we are by faith, and whose will we seek
to follow throughout our lifetime.

The Bible says, "Righteousness exalteth a nation!" Prov.
13:34. "By the blessing of the upright the city is
exalted!" Prov. 11:11. To this may we respond:

O Lord, stretch forth Thy mighty hand
And guard and bless our Fatherland!

—0.W.S.
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Walther On America

On July 4, 1853, Dr. Walther, first President of the
orthodox Missouri Synod, delivered an address to a Young
People's Society concerning the advantages and blessings
which come from living in our country. A brief report on
this meeting is given in the book entitled The Story of
C.F.W. Walther, by W.G. Polack.

The following is a portion of Walther's address on that
occasion. "Thrice blessed may this day be! On it the
foundation of a state was laid in which freedom of
religion and conscience has been made a principle of
governmient. EBlessed be this land in which we enjoy this
freedom! As this country offers civil freedom to religion,
so may religion bring to it heavenly blessings! Only let us
make use of this freedom faithfully; for God will ask us
to give strict account of this unutterable great gift. As
citizens, however, of this country, let us work zealously,
fight bravely, and, if need be, shed our blood cheerfully
that this country may remain a free country and above all
retain the golden crown of its freedom, namely, religious
liberty, and thus be and remain a refuge for all that are
exiled for religion's sake from all nations of the world.

"Mgy the Lord of nations, who until now so manifestly
ruled over, and blessed, this nation, let His face
henceforth graciously shine over our North American Free
States, confound all attacks which the enemies of this
Union of States may make upon its freedom, rear in this
land, to His glory, a pious, free, and happy people, and
always place at its head virtuous men of wisdom and- of
fearless and strong action! Hail to thee America! Hail!
Hagil!"

To these impressive and inspiring words of Walther we
add the words of the hymn writer:

"Lord of the nations, thus to Thee
GCur country we commend.
Be Thou her Refuge and her Trust,
Her everlasting Friend. Amen"

(LH:578, v.5.)
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RESISTING THE SUMMER SLUMP

"Nor forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhortmg one another:

and so0 much the more, as ye see the day approaching."
Hebrews 10:25

The above word of Scripture comes to mind in the
months of summer when church attendance seems to suffer
most. In the summertime children have two to three
months of vacation from school. In the summer,
especially when the weather is hot, there is usually &
more casual lifestyle. There is the great urge to get
away from the heat or from our normal routine. This
"summer-syndrome" tends to draw away many Christians
from regular and faithful church attendance. While we
cannot condemn some time of vacation or perhaps a
planned trip, such plans, if at all possible, should be made
so as not to conflict with church attendance. Sometimes
this cannot be prevented, but where in fact it can be
prevented, we should make a point of being in church. If
a trip takes us out of town so that we cannot get home
for church, we should see if we can attend one of our
sister congregations in our Conference. If this cannot be
done, at the very least we should take a sermon or some
devotional materials with us for a family worship where
we are vacationing or visiting. (Note: There is a
temptation to conclude that it is justifiable to miss church
any time we feel like it as long as we squeeze in some
semblance of worship. Such a practice is contrary to the
Word of God which says, “Not forsaking the assemblmg of
ourselves together."

Why do we emphasize and place such importance upon
regular and faithful church attendance? There are several
reasons to consider:

1. We should consider the warning from Scripture:
"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.X 1 Cor. 10:12 No one is sc strong in faith
that he may carelessly and without good reason miss
church. Only the Word and the Sacrament sustain our
faith. Yes, we can behold the beauties of God's creation
on a trip, but the beauties of creation belong to the
natural knowledge of God which does not save our souls.
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We need to hear the Word to sustain and to strengthen
our' faith. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the

Word of God." Rom. 10:17

2. We must consider the Third Commandment: "Thou
shalt sanctify the holy day." What does this mean? We
should fear and love God that we may not despise
preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear
and learn it." To be sure, we no longer have a Sabbath
law, but it remains the will of God that we regularly hear
Iis Word and worship Him. If we truly love God, then we
love to worship Him in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in our hearts to the Lord. (Col.
3:16) MMoreover, Jesus says, "If ye love me, keep my
commandments." (John 14:15)

3. We ought to consider the freedom to worship which
we have in our beloved country. We recently celebrated
on the 4th of July our nation's independence. In our
celebration we thank God for our religious liberty.
However, the day may well come when we will not be
able to hold public worship services. Christians living in
communist controlled countries risk their very lives to
worship together. May we not have to suffer such a
plight before we count as precious every opportunity for
public worship. Even now let us say, "l was glad when
they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord."
(Psalm 122:1)

4. We ought to consider the matter of stewardship.
The recent annual Convention of our Conference focused
upon our Scriptural responsibility to be sacrificial stewards
of all that God has given us. Can we in good conscience
take expensive trips and vacations and then not be able to
give our offerings unto the Lord? How often that vacation
we could not afford in the first place prevented us from
being regular with our offerings and also put us behind in
paying our bills? It is a sin to spend money on pleasures
when we cannot even support our church nor pay our bills
on time. As God's Word says, "Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Splrlt
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Gal. 6:7-8) =
5. We ought to consider the spiritually rich and
nutritious meal of the Gospel. Our worship services consist
of a liturgy steeped in Scripture, hymns full of Scripture
instruction and edification, the Scripture readings per se,
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needful prayers, and also prayerfully and carefully preparea
sermons which set forth the Word of God. All of this
taken together constitutes a rich spiritual meal of the
Gospel. Through the worship service Christ our loving
Saviour feeds our souls the Bread of Life. Unlike our daily
bread, the Bread of Life is free of charge and given apart
from any toil or labor on our part. Free and without any
labor our guilt-laden souls are assured of the forgiveness
of sins which Christ earned-for us on the cross. "Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money and without price. Wherefore do ye
spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour
for that which satisfieth not? ~hearken unto me, and eat
ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself In
fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and
your soul shall live." (Isaiah 55:1-3)

May the Lord help us to keep these thoughts in mind so
that we resist that slump in church attendance which is
especially common in the summer months.

—E.R.S.
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The Christian and Schools

Very shortly schools, colleges, and universities throughout
our land will again open their doors for another vear of
education and welcome old and new students into their
midst. The American educational system is, without a
doubt, one of the great blessings of our country and one
that is envied by many other nations.

Secular training, however, is not the answer to all the
problems which confront us in this decade of the 80's.
There are those who place undue emphasis on education as
a cure-all for the ills of man. In their stress of the three
R's they fail to recognize the great significance of the
fourth R, namely, Religion. This area is the responsibility,
first of all, of the home, but then also of the Church as
it assists parents in their religious training through divine

services, Sunday School, confirmation instruction, and the
like.
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With no Christian day school in our Conference at
present the children of our beloved congregations must
attend public schools in their respective cities and towns.
While we make use of the educational facilities offered in
this system, we offer a word of caution: whatever is
caught or whdatever happens in public schools which is
contrary both to Bible principles, such as the separation of
Church und State (Matt. 22:21), and the Constitution of
the Unitecd States, must be an object of our protest as a
violation of conscience bound in Holy Scripture. This
includes such matters as Bible reading, prayers, singing
religious songs or playing them in religious services or
devotional portions of assemblies sponsored by the public
school. It 1is imperative that our children and young
people hold fast to the Word of God in Romans 16:17,
"Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to
the doctrine which ye have learned and avoid them!"

In this respect Christian parents will lead the way and
bring up their children "in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord." Eph. 6:4. Since atheism and materialism
surround alsc our youth, Christ-centered training in .the
home, from little on, is most vital. Such fathers and
“mothers as train their children in the way they should go
(Prov. 22:6) are a great asset to their community, country,
and church, and the religious training they give will be a
strong bulwark against all unscriptural teachings and
practices with which our youth come into contact.

In all this the Church lends a helping hand, and as
Christian parents and their children faithfully attend divine
services and other instructional meetings, the Master
Teacher will nourish their souls and answer their prayers
for wisdom and strength from above.

May the blessing of the almighty God rest upon them as
they together wealk on the paths of righteousness!

—O0.W.S.




Dr. Pierer On The Doctrine

Of Church Government « « o

At the 1896 convention of the Missouri Synod Dr. F.
Pieper delivered an edifying Essay on the Biblical teaching
of Church Government. His clear, instructive presentation
is as timely today as in those closing years of the 18th
century. It is well for us to read and ponder some of his
statements on this occasior of that Synodical meeting.
We present herewith a few excerpts from his enlightening
Essay.

"The correct teaching of Church Government is of great
importance in practice. The governing means for the
Christian Church are not external power and external
coercion, not commandments of men, not human wisdom,
prudence, skill, esteem, etc., but only the Word of God.
The Christians, the children of God, should be ruled with
nothing else than the Word of their Savior, the Word of
God. Luther says, 'God will preserve and govern His church
alone through His Word and not 91 human power.'

"There are things to arrange in the church which the
Master, Christ, has not ordained in His Word. Certainly!
These are the so-called adiaphora, e.g., time and outward
form of the church service, the joining of congregations
into Synods, etc. Who is to set up the necessary rules in
these matters? This Christ has by His Word 'All ye are
brethren' already very definitely signified These things in
any case are not to be arranged in such a manner that
some impose them on others or issue commands regarding
them, be they pastors or Synods. For thereby the
fundamental principle of the church, 'all ye are brethren',
would again be dissolved, and the church would a second
time be divided into two classes of people, commanding
masters and subjugated servants.

- "There remains only one way to arrange the adiaphora
which does not contradict the principle of the church.
That is the method of free agreement by all concerned.
The Christians of the individual congregations order these
things themselves, as it appears most expedient according
to time, place, circumstances. Herein they accept advice,
under conditions, much advice. Herein they suffer
themselves to be advised especially by their official
advisor, the pastor of the congregation. In regard to
church usages, they seek as much as possible to find
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suitable uniformity with sister congregations. But all that
Christ Himself has commanded is left entirely up to their
Christian pleasure and their decision. If opinions differ in
these matters, the minority gives in to the majority, or
the majority gives in to the minority, as love may
require.

"That (church) government is correct which guides the
Christians alone with God's Word and leaves everything
which God has not ordained to the liberty and good will of
the Christians. Every government is false which commands
the Christian - be it much or little - anything beyond the
Word of God. How glorious in contrast is not the church
government which is carried on alone through the Word of
God! How can we find words enough fitly to describe the
glory of this church government! Christ's honor thus
remains inviolate; He remains - as He should - the only
Master. The Christian's glory remains inviolate. They
enjoy their high, dearly bought privilege: to stand, without
the mediation of men, directly under their Savior's
dominion and government. All gifts conferred by Christ
upon His church are used rightly; they serve only to
glorify Christ, not for self-glorification.

"Oh, may God open our eyes to the glory of the church
government alone through Christ's Word! Under this
government we desire by God's grace to remain until with
our eyes we see Him who has led us by His Word. Amen."

—O0.W.S.
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Report on our Leminary

At our annual convention held in Seattle, Washington, at
the end of June, a complete report on our Seminary during
the past year was given. Delegates and visitors heard it
firsthand, and all our Conference members will find this
Report in the 1984 Proceedings, to be published, God
willing, later this year, and thus be able to read and study
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it privately at home.
In this Report it was pcinted out that our fulltime

student has informed the Faculty that he will not be
returning to our Seminary next fall since there are certgin
conflicts in his mind which need to be resolved as well as
personal considerations which must be analyzed and

clarified, and to accomplish this he believes that it would

be wise for him to work toward a solution of these
prablems. We pray that the Lord would guide him and
help him to decide whether it is his wholehearted desire
to serve in the Christian ministry or to render other
service in the Church.

This decision, of course, affected the consideration of
all matters pertaining to our Seminary for the coming
year, especially since there are no prospects for next
fall. The present state of Conference finances also played
an important part in the discussion of the delegates in
convention assembled. Various options were presented by
the Committee on Theological Education for therough
Christian analysis and sound and wise action. Finally, it
was resolved to keep our  Seminary open and available
during the coming year for any prospective students, but
because of the finzncial status of the Conference and the
fact that no students are enrolled, to reduce the salaries
of the professors and place them on a semi-retired basis,
this action with Faculty approval.

This, then, is the accurate picture of our Seminary for
1984-85. It is still in existence, ready to be reactivated  if
there is application and acceptance of a qualified student.
We are grateful that the delegates decided to keep it open
and thus indicated their concern for providing for a future
ministry in our midst. In the meantime, let us not forget
to pray and give for this vital cause and to encourage
other young men to prepare for this highest office on
earth - the Christian ministry!

For your past prayers, moral support, and generous gifts
your Faculty thanks most sincerely, and this includes our
gratitude to Peace Congregation in Tinley Park for the
continued use of its facilities. May our daily prayer be:

Lord, bless Thy Word alway, Our souls forever feeding;
And may we never lack A faithful shepherd's leading!

— O. W. Schaefer, President
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AROUND THE WORLD

. with editoria[ comment

The FBI estimates more than $100 million a year is
embezzled from federally insured financial institutions -
meaning the money is stolen by the employees of the bank
or savings and loan. The majority of embezzlers are
women. Law enforcement officials say that is because
nmore women tend to occupy those positions with access to
accounts at financial institutions. Though embezzlement is
a $100 million-a-year crime, many of the cases making
their way through the federal courts are in the $3,000 to
$10,000 range. Little embezzled money is recovered.
Methods vary, but an element common to most schemes is
that the embezzler has to work it every day. If a clerk
is stealing money from a cash drawer and replacing it
with money from a savings account, the transfers have to
be made daily or the bank records will reveal the missing
money. Usually, the embezzler, is relatively young and
wants the money for a car or clothing, prosecutsors say.
But the temptation extends to middle-aged people who
previously have led the most correct lives. Computers are
handy tools for embezzlers. Computers can be used to
transfer money rapidly without leaving a clear trail to the
person who moved it.

Webster's Dictionary defines an embezzler as one who
ngppropriates (as property entrusted to one's care)
fraudulently to one's own use." Such embezzlers are
transgressors of the 7th Commandment, Thou shalt not
steal.” Often such embezzlers do not consider themselves
really guilty of stealing; instead, they seek to justify their
stealing by stating that since their employers do not pay
them what they consider to be an adequate salary, they
are simply taking what rightfully belongs to them.
Hearing such excuses reminds us of Luther's words, "If all
thieves - who, nevertheless, do not wish to be considered
such - were to be hanged to the gallows, the world would
soon be desolate, and would be without both executioners
and gallows." And what does stealing profit a man?
Certainly not much even for this world; and, most
assuredly, not for the world to come! "For thieves ...
shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:10.
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On Sunday evening, April 15th, former President Nixon was
interviewed on CBS's "60 DMinutes." This nationally
televised program was undoubtedly seen by millions of
viewers in our country. Mr. Nixon was asked about the
curse words that were used on his tapes. He explained
that his expletives should be erased, since cursing belongs
to one's private life. He went on to state that he
personally knew of no president that did not curse
privately, but, at the same time, was careful not to curse
publicly, lest the presidency be given a bad public image.

He who curses shows that he is a friend of the world
and an enemy of God. The Lord says through the pen of
the Psalmist, Thine enemies take Thy Name in vain" (Ps.
139:20). Remember the example of the e Apostle Peter in
the courtyard of the high priest (Matt. 26:74). The fact
that the chief executive of our country may curse does
not alter God's Commandment ("Thou shalt not take the
Name of the Lord thy God in vain") one iota!' Taking
God's Name in vain, privately or publicly, is a sin that
calls the wrath of God down upon the transgressor. To
curse privately and to refrain from it publicly to create a
good public image is nothing else than the detestable sin
of hypocrisy which the Lord Jesus so soundly condemned
on the part of the Pharisees (Matt. 23). In the Old
Testament the penalty for taking God's Name in vain was
to be stoned to death (Lev. 24:16). We Christians must
ever be on our guard and earnestly take to heart the
admonition of the Apostle James when he writes about the
shameful abuse of the tongue. "Therewith bless we God,
even the Father: and therewith curse we men, which are
made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth
proceedeth blessing and cursing. MY BRETHREN, THESE
THINGS OUGHT NOT SO TO BE" (James 3:9, 10.

Americans are more likely to attend church regularly if
their fathers did when they were growing up, according to
a sociological researcher at the University of Minnesota.
"If you are a kid who grew up in a family that went to
church, you're more apt to go to church,” James Krile told
participants in a "Theology in the 80's" program at St.
Paul Seminary. "This is especially true if the father went
to church." Mr. Krile suggested that "anything we can do
to involve males in the church will have a significant
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impact or the future generations. He also noted that
cender plays an important part in church participation,
with woren more likely to be active than men. Mr Krile
also said the primary reason Americans attend church is to
participate in a community, not to express their belief in
God.

With many parents there is the mistaken notion that
they should not require their children to attend church
with them. They are of the opinion that by such
insistence the children will develop a hostile attitude
towards the church. They think that a voluntary decision
can then be made by the children later in life. But this
is a lie from the father of all lies! GOD'S WORD
commands parents to "bring them up in the nurture and
admornition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). The moral precept of
the Third Commandment stands that we are to worship
God. We are not to forsake the assembly (Heb. 10:25)
where the Word of God is preached. Remember that the
Holy Spirit works through the Word upon our hearts (Rom.
10:17). How, then, can the Holy Spirit work upon the
hearts of our children if we do not expose them to the
Word!"! Parents, however, must also set the example by
faithfully attending church to hear God's Word preached in
its purity because they love the Lord Jesus and delight in
having their souls nourished with the Bread of Life!
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PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Central Avenue at 171st Place
Tinley Park, Hlinois 60477
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Worship Service 10:30 a.m,

REV. H. DAVID MENSING, Pastor
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REV. PAUIL. R. BL.OEDf:1., Pastor
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Wilmot, South Dakota 57279

Worship Service:

(from June 1 to September 30} 9:30 a.m.

{from October 1 to May 31) 10:00 a.m.

S.S. & Bible Class following the service,

REV. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor
Telepbone: (Area 605) 938-4710

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia
REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor
Pastor’s United States address:
8701 West 167th Place
Orland Park, 1llinois 060462
Telephone: (Area 312) 532-9035
(Contact the pastor regarding time and
location of services)

CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

(Concordia Lutheran Conference)
Central Ave. at 171st Place
Tinley Park, lllinois 60477

REV. O. W. SCHAEFER, Presiflent
8630 W, 163rd Street ’
Orland Park, lllinois 60462
Telepbone: (Area 312) 532-5436
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