“Qhe Seripture cmot be broken”  John 10:35.

“@ly Word is x Lanp unto my feet, and a Light unto my path”  Ps. 119:105.

Volume XXVIX. January — February, 1984 Numbers 1 and 2.

_Jﬂl__.,t.=

Amen, Jesus, Hear Us!

| Grant Us Now
AGlad New Year,

T



“Cin Serptute carmot be reoten,

Jein 10:35

Vol, XXVIX Jan.-Feb., 1984 Nos. 1 and 2.

Official Organ of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference

This publication appears in a monthly
or double bi-monthly issue at a subscrip-
tion price of $3.0Uper year.

EDITOR:
REV. O. W. SCHAEFER
B630 W. 163 St., Orland Park, 1. 60462

ASSISTANT EDITOR:
REV. M. L. NATTERER
483 Tangent St., Lebanon, Ore. 97355

LAY MEMBER;
MR. LLOYD E. MARTIN
174 & Lockwood, Tinley Prk., lll. 60477

Send all articles to the editor no later
than the 1st of the month which pre-
cedes the month of publication. All let-
ters of comment or criticism concerning
an article or articles in this periodical
should be directed either to the editor
or assistant editor.

Address all subscriptions, renewals, &
remittances to: Scriptural Publications,
10200 - 62nd Ave. Seo., Seattle, Washing-
ton 98178, A special notice of expiration
will be inserted in the issue which ter-
minates the subscription.

Officers of the

Concordia Lutheran Conference

PRESIDENT:
REYVY. H. DAVID MENSING
Central Ave. at 171st Place
Tinley Park, lllinois 69477

VICE PRESIDENT:
REV. PAUL R. BLOEDEL
9658-54th Ave. S. Seattle, Wash. 98178

SECRETARY:
REV. M. L. NATTERER
483 Tangent St., Lebanon, Oreg. 97355

TREASURER:
MR. RAYMOND KUSUMI
310 Bronson Way NE No. 23
Renton, Wash., 98056

Statement of Purpose:

To set forth in simple and plain lan-
guage the pure doctrine of God's Word
as taught by the true Lutheran Church
in full accordance with the Book of Con-
Cord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of
1982,

To show, on the basis of Scripture
what true Christians are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar-
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi-
tation.

To demonstrate, by our Scripturad
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con-
ference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations which
form it confess, teach, and praciicesRhe
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments according to
Christ’s institution. All who do this are
the true visible church on earth,

To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac-
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac-
knowledgement of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac-
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship
with them.

To show that we do not have among
48 8 mixture of divergent teachings bu
that we are, by God’s grace, ‘' perfectiy
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgement.”

To set forth pertinent historical infor-
mation which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philoso-
phical thought and the so-called scienti-
fic theories which contradict the Word
of God.

To expose particularly the false tea-
ching and practice of the varioua so-
called ‘‘Lutheran’” church bodies by
comparing their teaching and practice
with what is plainly recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes-
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran

writings.

To expose false teacking and practice
wherever it makes 1ts appearance and to
keep abreast of the cur:ent happenings
in the church and among the nations as
gsigns of the times,

To be truthful and factual in our re-
porting and freely to correct any mis-
information of which we arg not aware
and which has been called to our atten-
tion. Also to clarify any information or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may .create & wrong impresasion.



Che President’s
Column

‘““The Word of our God
Shall Stand Forever.”’ — Is, 40:8

Although these lines are written at the dawn of the New Year,
your President desires to bring you, through them, the comfort,
strength, courage, and endurance in the true faith that we Christians
need for the entire new year and throughout our life on earth.

We are living in a world that is constantlv subject to change,
changes in the nation, in international relations,in our economy, in
the status of home and family, in health, in age; in the faithfulness
of friends, loved ones, and brethren; and the like. In fact, in our own
particular era, we are going through very quick and abrupt changes, a
kind of ‘‘parenthesis’’ between two ages, as is suggested by John
Naisbitt, a social writer, in his recent book (1982), ‘‘MEGATRENDS:
TEN NEW DIRECTIONS TRANSFORMING OUR LIVES.”” (New York:
Warner BRros., Inc.,)

Some changes in our lives may be considered as better, not
worse, for the time being; such as unemployment to employment, ill-
health to better; and so on. But in the final analysis, all the changes
of this world are for the worse. You don’t have to be a pessimist, but
only a realist, to believe and understand this; that is, if you are a
Christian, For, speaking of the foundations of the earth and of the
heavenly bodies, the Psalmist says: ‘“All of them shall wax old like
a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be
changed.”’ (Psalm 102:26) The Apostle Paul also states of the last
times; ‘“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, de-
ceiving and being deceived.”” (2 Tim. 3:13) Yes, the Apostle Peter
even tells us of the whole present world, that it will be destroyed by
fire. (2 Pet. 3:10) Besides all these objective facts, we must remem-
ber that our own human nature corrupted by sin, is inclined not to good
but to evil, (Gen, 8:21; Rom. 7:18; 8:7)

Even the above-named secular writer, though perhaps unwitting-
ly, admits of such change toward evils For, stating, as he sums up
the tenth ''megatrend’’ of our times, that we are entering an age of
rich variety and vast choice, he gives as his first instance ‘‘religion.”’



No wonder then that, in our age of ‘‘rich 'variety and vast
choice,’’ there are literally thousands of Kinds and shades of religion!
No wonder that even in so~called conservative Lutheranism today,
many are opting for other choices, than the immutable Word of God as
the one foundation of Christian doctrine and practice!

- By contrast to all this, how comforting, encouraging, and stabi-
lizing to our Christian faith and life is the changeless Word of God
and the changeless Savior it gives us! Instead of saying a lot about
this, let me just quote a few passages that themselves show it,

Psalm 102:25-28: ‘‘Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the
earth: and the heavens are the work of Thy hands. They shall perish,
but Thou shalt endure: Yea all of them shall wax old like a gar ment;
as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they shall be changed. But
Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have no end. The children of
Thy servants shall continue, and their seed shall be -established be-
fore Thee.”’

-1 Peter 1:24-25: ““For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower there-
of falleth away. But the Word of the Lord endureth forever. And this

is the word which by the Gospel is preached unto you.”” (Compare Is.
40:6-8)

~ Hebrews 13:8-9: ‘‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today,
and forever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines.
For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace.”

~—H. David Mensing, President
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SAYINGS of LUTHER

We must die and suffer death, But whoso holds on God's Word
shall not feel death, but depart as in a sleep. . .. Therefore when
thou comest to die, make no dispute at all, but from thy heart say:. ]
believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God; I ask no more.

The apostles do not go into much detail about the suffering of
Christ, narrating the main facts briefly. However, they cannot say
too much about how we ought- to regard His Passion, namely, as the
atonement for our sins, how we should appropriate it in true faith, and
how we should make use of it in our everyday life.
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OFFICIAL
NOTICES . .

1) We announce with deep regret that Trinity Lutheran Church
of Coos Bay, Oregon has followed its pastor in defecting from our. fel-
lowship, as of their letter of September 18, 1983, because theyhold
our Conference to be in error on the doctrine of the Church and Mimis-
try. (Compare our announcement regarding Pastor Styx in the Concor~
dia Lutheran, July-August, 1983, page 52.) They are therefore no

longer either in our fellowship or membership since the latter depends
upon the former,

Especially because the Pastor's approach to our Pastoral Con-
vention last summer was very precipitous, no indication of a differ-
ence with us having been previously given, and because their subse-
quent presentations by correspondence are not according to, fact
throughout, nor according to clear Scripture, we pray that they may

reconsider their erroneous ways and soon return to our Scriptural doc-
trine and confession,

2) We announce with great joy in the Loid that Concordia Luth-
eran Church of Midland, Michigan, as of their letter of November 20,
1983, have unanimously, with their pastor, the Rev. Erick E. Erickson,
applied for membership in our Conference. This decision follows upen
their previous declaration of doctrinal and confessional fellowship
with us. (Compare our announcement in the Concordia Lutheran, Sep-
tember-October issue, 1983.) The application for membership will be
processed, in our usual manner, at the forthcoming convention in

Seattle, which we trust both pastor and delegates will be able to
attend.

How we rejoice that, on the basis of true fellowship, these dear
brethren are now resolved to join with us in the Lord’s work shared
in our Conference! °‘Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.’”’ Psalm 133:1,

——H. David Mensing, President



A Briet Meditation Upon Some 0f God’s
Attributes As We Begin Another
Year Of Grace — 1984

An attribute is something which really describes a person. For
example, we may say, ‘‘John is a kind person.’”’ The word “‘kind’’
is an attribute which describes John.

So also in Holy Writ we have words which describe God which
we commonly refer to as attributes. He is eternal, unchangeable, om-
nipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, holy, just, faithful, merciful and
love. (See Luther’s Small Catechism, pages 45, 48). Let us briefly
meditate upon some of these attributes.

God is ETERNAL. Just think! ‘‘Before the mountains were
brought forth or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even
from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God’’ (Ps. 90:1, 2). God is
without beginning and without end, What comfort for us Christians.
When the Lord Jesus tells us in Matthew 25, And these shall goaway
into ever lasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”’
(V. 46) that settles the matter for us because, by God's grace, we be-
lieve every Word of the Scriptures is the Word of God! Just as cer=-
tain as there is a hell, so also, isitjust as certain that there is a
heaven, an eternal life when every true believer in Jesus as his Sav-
ior will be forever with the Lord and rejoice in Him into all eternity.
Let us never yield to the devil and our flesh which would have us
cling to the temporal and perishable things of this wor ld!

God is UNCHANGEABLE. ‘I am the Lord, I change not’’ (Mal.

3:6). Amid the tremendous changes and upheavals which characterize
this sinful world, God remains the same (Ps. 102:27), God is not
like a weather vane which changes according to the direction of the
wind. His Word also remains the same. Although we observe so many
within visible Christendom who seek to alter His Word to suit man’s
likes and dislikes, nonetheless, the Word remains unchangeable,
Therefore God and His Word is our Refuge and we can sing with Henry
Lyte:

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;

Change and decay in all around | see.

O Thou, who changest not, abide with me!

(Hymn 552)



God is OMNIPOTENT. Remember the Christmas Story? When
Mary asked the angel for further information to help her understand
how she could give birth to the Son of the Highest when as yet she
and Joseph had not lived together as husband and wife, the angel
told her that ‘“the Holy Ghostshall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee’’ (Luke 1:35). Then the angel re-
minded Mary, ‘“‘For with God nothing shall be impossible’’ (v. 37).
How comforting; to know that no matter how insurmountable our prob.:
lems may appear the Lord is the almighty God with whom all things
are possible (Matt. 19:26). At times, our afflictions and trials may
seek to overwhelm us, but we can confidently sing with Paul Ger-
hardt

Commit whatever grieves thee into the gracious hands
Of Him who never leaves thee, Who heav™n and earth commands
Who points the clouds their courses, Whom winds and waves obey,

He will direct thy footsteps and find for thee a way.
(Hymn 520)

God is OMNISCIENT. ‘O Lord, Thou hast searched me and
known me, Thou knowest mydownsitting and mine uprising, Thou un-
derstandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my

lying down and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not @,
word in my tongue but, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether’’ (Ps.

139:1-4), With the Apostle Peter we must confess, ‘“Lord, Thou know-
est all things’’ (John 21:17). Note Paul Gerhardt’s comforting de-
scription :

He knows how oft a Christian weeps
And why his tears now fall;

And in the book His mercy keeps
These things are noted all.

His wisdom never plans invain,
Ne’er falters or mistakes;

All that His counsels did ordain

A happy ending makes.
(Hymn 535)

God is OMNIPRESENT. ‘‘Can any hide himself in secret places

that 1 shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and

earth? saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:24). No change of address can re-

move us beyond the reach of His omnipresence. Noplace or space

separates us from His loving protection. We Christians need fear no

evil because God is always with us as we seek to walk in His ways.

Even in the hour of death we Christians can confidently exclaim with
the Psalmist, ’’Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow

of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me’’ (Ps. 23).



Cod is FAITHFUL. ‘‘He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Him-
self’’ (2 Tim.2:13). Look where you will in Holy Writ and you must
acknowiedge that God always keeps His promises! Some ask: 'Why,
then, has He not kept His promiseto return and put and end to this
wicked world?”’ The answer is given us through the pen of the Apos-
tle Peter, ‘““The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
men count slackness;but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance’’ (2 Pet, 3:
9). ‘“God is not a man, that He should lie’’ (Num. 23:19).

God is LOVE. Yes, God is merciful, gracious, and ‘““so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life’’ (John 3:
16). ‘‘God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us’’ (Rom. 5:8),

O depth of love, to me revealing

The sea where my sins disappear!

In Christ my wounds find perfect healing,
There is no condemnation here;

For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies

Forever ‘“Mercy! Mercy!’’ cries
(Hymn 385)

It is indeed time well spent to meditate upon the attributes of
God. Such a proper reflection serves to impress upon us the unfath-
omable majesty of Him who declares, ‘] am God, and there is none
like Me’ (Is. 46:9). This God is our dear heavenly Father through
faith in our dear Lord Jesus Christ who loved us and gave Himself
for us (Gal. 2:20), Should we not, then, heed the Holy Spirit’s exhor-
tation “‘Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one anoth-
er” (1 John 4:11)

——-M.L-N.
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Our Epiphany Challenge
To Missionwork

‘‘Arise, shine; for thy Light is come, and the glory of the
Lord is risen upon thee. ... Therefore thy gates shall be
open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that
men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that
their kings may be brought.’”’ Isaiah 60:1 and 11.

The festival of our Savior’'s Epiphany is especially dear to us
Christians who are Gentiles according to the flesh because it reminds
us first of all that God’s mercy and grace to poor sinners for Christ’s
sake is universal, that is, meant for all people, Jews and Gentiles
alike, For just as God by a wonderful star led the wise men of old--
Gentiles from the Fast--to the prophecies of the Gospel in His pre-
cious Word and thereby to the fulfillment of those prophecies in their
very own Savior-King, so the Lord has by the light of His Gospel also
‘““shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”’ (2 Corinthians 4:6) Oh, what a
joy, what a blessed comfort it is to know that God’s unspeakable Gift,
the gift of His only-begotten Son as the Ransom for sinners, was not
given only to His chosen people of old, the people of Israel, but is
truly “‘a Light to lighten the Gentiles’’ (Luke 2:32), “‘in whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace.,”” (Ephesians 1:7) Is it any wonder then
that the Festival of the Savior’s Epiphany or ‘‘appearance’’, which

we celebrate each year on January 6th, is often called ‘‘the Gentiles’
Christmas’’?

But the words of the Prophet Isaiah quoted above serve not on-
ly to remind us Christians of God’s love for us and all sinful mankind,
in that He sent His Son to rdeeem us, to buy us back from sin, death
and Satan, and thus to be our Light in darkness and in the shadow of
death, For the Prophet also speaks of the Savior's Epiphany in anoth-
er way--the manifestation of His glorious light not only ‘‘upon’’ us or
to us, but in our sanctified lives as His believing children. He tells
the believers of the Old Testament who trusted and hoped in the prom-
ises of the Messiah, and He exhorts us as well, in whom His Light
has shined: ‘‘Arise! Shine!”’ We are now to shine forth as bright
Beacons, reflecting His precious light in our lives, ‘‘that (we) should
show forth the praises of Him who hath called (us) out of darkness into
His marvelous light.”" (1 Peter 2:9) We are not to hide that light
under a bushel, nor are we to grovel in self-imposed seclusion, crouch-
ing as it were about our bright and warming candle, bathing in its com-



forting rays, but refusing to share its light and heat with others. No,

says the Lord through His Prophet, but rather ‘‘Arise!’’ Stand up tall

for Jesus and His cause; ‘‘Shine!’’, be a bright beacon of hope to

those who are tossed on the dark sea of sin and despair! For how can
we who know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ keep that blessed
knowledge to ourselves?? Must we not from hearts overflowing with
gratitude for that grace exclaim with the apostles: ““We cannot but

speak the things which we have seen and heard’’?

Moreover, the Lord through Isaiah instructs His holy Church,
His believers, how to go about their shining, their missionwork, so
that even large armies, hosts, ‘‘forces’’ of .unconverted souls may
see the light of salvation. ‘‘Thy gates shall be open continually,’’
that is, keep your doors open! Just think how many wanderers may
have been turned away from the beacon of the Gospel by a closed
door, an aloof and seemingly disinterested attitude toward outsiders,
an unfriendly and cold reception to visitors at divine service, or the
lack of any real mission zeal! ‘‘(Thy gates) shall not be shut day nor
night,”” adds the Prophet. .Missionwork is to be a 24-hour-a-day con-
cern of ours, not merely a one-shot canvass here and there or the
distribution of a tract or two in ‘‘spare time'’ when we have ‘‘nothing
better to do’”’. No, our lives as Christians should be one continuous
‘“‘shining’’, the proof of the sincerity of our love to Him, who first
loved us. For, even by our Christian example to others (provided that
we show such an example in our day-to-day lives), we do missionwork
for our Savior.

And let us not forget to ‘‘arise’’, that is, to be up and doing.
For the Prophet tells us not only to shine, but also to bring--bring
into the open gates of the Lord’s house ‘‘the forces of the Gentiles”’,
that they may hear what we have heard, many of us by God’s grace
already from our youth! You and I convert no one--that is the work of
God's Holy Spirit alone; and He does that blessed work through the
precious Means of Grace, the Gospel and the Sacraments. Paul writ-
es to the Romans: ‘“How shall they believe in Him of whom they have
not HEARD? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach, except they be sent?’’ Our clear duty then is to
bring others to hear the preaching of the Gospel, that power of God
unto salvation. For ‘“faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
Word of God.”’ (Romans 10:17) Bring them, as Andrew brought Peter
to the Savior, that they hear the good tidings of great joy which God
has intended for all people. And then also generously support with
your cheerful sacrifices of love the work of preparing pastors, reap-
ers for Christ, who after thorough study to show themselves approved
unto God, may also be sent to proclaim beyond your individual, per-
sonal reach the Gospel of Salvation. For, although prayers and of-
ferings for seminary and mission endeavors do not in themselves ful-
fill our entire personal responsibility as rising, shining beacons to
others, nevertheless they help others do what we as individuals are
unable to accomplish,
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What a challenge this Epiphany text lays before each and every
Christian! And what a privilege for us who know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ to prove the sincerity of our love by arising, by
shining, by keeping a welcome door open at all times, and by bring-
ing many others to the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior! May He grant us all the untiring
zeal to take up this Epiphany challenge and perform the doing of it,
for His precious Name’s sake! Amen.

—-D.T.M-
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NOTICE TO
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort.
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theological
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For
further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi-

tion, call or write:
Committee on Missions

Rev. M. W. Dierking, chairman
Wilmot, South Dakota, 5727%
Telephone (605) 938-4710

PR AN AW NP N OO NN N NP NN NN WO A AP NN

11



Luther's Death-ALesson For Us All!

On February 18, 1546, 438 years ago, Dr. Martin Luther was call-
ed home by his heavenly Father, Luther’s death, like his life, was a
testimony to all Christians. He died with the Lord Jesus in his heart
and on his lips. He died sure of the salvation his Savior had earned
for him. Luther's spirit at his death was that of Paul when he wrote
to Pastor Timothy: ‘““For I am now ready to be offer’ed, and the time of
my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them that love
His appearing.’”’ (2 Tim. 4:6-8)

Luther did not die in Wittenberg from which the Reformation and
the Gospel had spread like wildfire throughout the world after nearly
1000 years of darkness. Luther had travelled from Wittenberg to Eis-
leben, his birthplace, in order to settle a dispute between two of the
nobles in that region. Luther arrived in Eisleben in late Tanuary of
1546, but he arrived physically weak and worn out. Nevertheless, he
preached in FKisleben four times, administered the Holy Sacrament;
installed two new pastors into the ministry as well as settling the
dispute between the two nobles in a God-pleasing manner. But Luth-
er's condition continued to deteriorate during his entire stay in Eis-
leben, The weakness and fatigue he had experienced at the beginning
of his journey became so severe that on February 17 Luther was forc-
ed to stay in the room provided for his stay in Eisleben. In the early
hours of the next morning, Luther would be gathered to His Savior’s
bosom.

Luther understood as all Christians must understand that death
is not naturals Death was not part of what God had intended for life
on this planet, Death, Luther knew, was the result of sin, a fruit of
the wickedness of the human heart since the fall of Adam and Eve,
Indeed, while Luther lay in his death bed on the evening of the 17th,
Justus Jonas, a fellow pastor and theologian asked Luther how he was
feeling, and Luther responded by crying out, ‘‘Oh, dear God, I am so
evil!” Sin was no more a stranger to Luther than to you and to met
And Luther knew well what God’s judgment against sin is: ‘‘ T'he wag-
es of sin is death!’”’ (Romans 6:23)

But Luther knew well the other half of that same verse, ‘“‘But
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’ TLuth-
er knew that death was approaching. During the entire day of the
17th he spoke with friends and colleagues about the Scriptures. He
marveled at the majesty of the plan of salvation revealed by God to
sinful mankind. He shared with them again the joy of the promise of
eternal life in and through Christ Jesus. In short, while knowing
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of his terrible sinfulness, Luther did the only thing he could do ac-
cording to that Word he loved so dearly: He rested his soul upon the
grace of God alone in Christ,

About nine o'clock in the evening, Luther laid down in bed to
rest for a time, As he closed his eyes to sleep, he quietly committed
his soul unto God. He awoke a short time later and told Dr. Jonas,
““I think I am going to stay in Kisleben where I was born and baptiz-
ed.”” Shortly thereafter, Luther broke into a cold sweat and the doc-
tors were again summoned. Before they arrived, Luther began to pray
aloud and said, **Oh my heavenly Father, O God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, O Thou Faithful God! [ thank Thee for having
revealed to me Thy Son, Jesus Christ! I have believed in Him, preach-
ed Him, confessed Him, loved Him and praised Him . . . 1 pray
to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, to take my poor soul into Your hands. O
heavenly Father, if I must now leave this body and withdraw myself
from this life, I may yet know that I shall abide with Thee, No one
can snatch me out of Thy hand.’”’ Shortly thereafter, God called the
spirit of Luther home, and his body was committed to that day when
the Lord Himself will come again and redeem it from sin through the
resurrection unto eternal life,

What can we learn from Luther’s dying? Because death is not
natural, because it is the bitter fruit of sin, even for the Christian it
can hold a moment of fear and anxiety because the Christian sees his
sinfuiness, his total unworthiness 0 meet the Holy God in judgment,
But the Christian must do as Luther did; namelv, despair of what he
is and what he has donc and tuwin in faith to what Chirist has done for
nim and in hime The Christian, therefore, looks death, hell, eternal
damnation, Satan and all his angels squarely in the face and with as-
surance of the victory won for him, declares to them all, ‘I AM THE
LORD’S BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH!”' As Luther did in spirit, so
we also can declare boldly with the Apostle Paul, ““O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?’’ (1 Cor. 15:55)

In other words, the lesson to be learned from Luther’s death is
that same lesson first worked in us at our baptism and confirmed in us
through the hearing of the Word of God throughout our lives; namely,
““For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.’’ (Eph.
2:8-9) May God keep such a spirit in the hearts of each and every one
of us unto eternal life. Amen
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“"WhenDoWe Observe LENT
In AGod-pleasing Manner?”

Very soon we will once again observe the season of the Church

Year called, LENT. Our word, Lent, is derived from the Middle En-
glish word, lente, which meant, springtime. As the season of Lent
precedes and includes the Passion of our Savior which took place in
early spring, the naming of the season accordingly is understandable,

From the days of the early Christian Church there has been a
custom of observing a forty-day period of special focus and attention
upon the sufferings and death of Christ. In those early days it was
not uncommon for Christians to practice the custom of fasting during
the Lenten season . However, the Roman Catholic Church long ago
twisted the customs and traditions of Lent into works of merit, Fast-
ing became a work of merit. Placing ashes upon the head on Ash
Wednesday (hence its name) also became obligatory and declared to
be meritorious. Even the special days of Lent (Ash Wednesday, Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday) were deemed by the Ro-
man Church as days holier than others. While an emphasis on repen-
tance is most proper, the Roman Catholic practices clash with the
clear words of our Savior who taught: ‘“Moreover when ye fast, be not,
as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their fac-
es, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you,
They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine
head, and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto men to fast, but
unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly.’’ (Matt. 6:16-18) We must hasten
to add that even when Christ and the Apostles spoke of fasting it was
never enjoined as being something obligatory or meritorious, It re-
mains nothing more than what Luther termed it, ‘‘a fine outward train-
ing.’”’ Because of the great danger of work righteousness, the Luth-
eran Church has not emphasized, but rather played down, the custom
of fasting or other bodily preparations.

Although Lent, with its special days of worship, is but a cus-
tom and a tradition, this annual observance is nevertheless deserving
of continuation. How, then, do we properly observe Lent? Although
every sermon on every Sunday spells out the Gospel message that
Christ died for our sins, there is a def inite blessing in reviewing the
Passion History (a harmonized reading of what the Four Gospels re-
cord of Christ’s sufferings and death), and having sermons preached
on texts directly related to Christ’s Passion. This is the purpose
and proper observance of Lent. Truly, it is not any outward obser-
vance which counts, but the meditation upon what Jesus’ death means
for our souls’ salvation. We think about Christ, our Substitute, going
to the cross of Calvary as a Lamb to the slaughter to bear in His own
body our sins . We think upon such passages as: ‘“He was wounded
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for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chas-

tisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are heal-

ed.”’ (Isaiah 53:5); or, ‘“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one

that hangeth on a tree.’” (Galatians 3:13) Thus, we believe and teach

that the blessing of the Lenten season is the Word, and in particular,
the preaching of Christ crucified. The rich Gospel proclaimed in the

season of Lent brings to us the power of God unto salvation.

The true Scriptural spirit of Lent is captured by the hymnwriter
in Hymn No. 140 in our hymnal:

Jesus, I will ponder now On Thy holy Passion,

With Thy Spirit me endow For such meditation.

Grant that [ in love and faith May the image cherish

Of Thy suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.

——E.R.S.
TSROSO AT S A

THE 33rd ANNUAL CONVENTION
of the

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE
will be held on

JUNE 22=24,1984

at
ST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

95th Ave. S. & S. Fountain St.

Seattle, Wash. 98118
The Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Dastor

(Phone: 206-723-7418)

Pastoral Conference on June 20
Board of Directors’ Meeting on June 21
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Report on cur Leminary

By the grace of God the faculty and student of our Seminary com-
pleted the first semester on February 3rd. During that semester the
student took seven courses with 17 credit hours (not 30, as mentioned
in our last two reports). Final examinations were given throughout
the week of January 30th.

Following a break of one week the second semester began on
February 13. During this semester the student is taking five courses
with 13 credit hours (not 32, as mentioned in our Sept.-Qect. report).
There will be an Easter recess beginning April 13, with classes re-
suming on April 23, Final examinations will take place June 4 through
'8, and the school year will conclude on June 8.

We are grateful to the Lord for His continued blessings on our
work as faculty and student and for His preservation of us all in good
health of body and mind. We beseech Him to hold His protecting hand
over us and to continue tovbless our mutual labors to His glory and
the welfare of His kingdom.

Without a doubt, you members of our Conference in particular
rejoice and praise God with us that our Seminary is again busy with
its program of theological preparation, We wish that all of you could
visit and see.it in operation, But since this is impossible for most
of you, we endeavor to keep you as informed as possible concerning
the work of our institution of lear ning. Through these reports we seek
to provide that knowledge concerning our Seminary which will help
you to appreciate and value this school of ministerial training as an
outstanding blessing from God and as a venture in our Conference
which also deserves continued fervent prayers and gemerous support
by all so that we do all we can to assure faithful pastors for our chil-
dren and for generations to come. Our gratitude goes out to you for
your past encouragement of young men, for your prayers, and your
financial gifts, and we are certain that in the same way you will con-
tinue to show your great love for the Lord and His Word and for the
vital work of training future pastors in our midst.

Once again let us emphasize those significant words of Paul
to the Romans, ‘“How shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach, except they be sent?’’ (Rom. 10:14-15) Dear mem-
bers of our Conference, what would you do without a pastor to shep-
herd your soul? What if some disability struck your pastor? What if
he were taken from you by death? These questions contain food for
thought, especially since our pastors grow older and are subject, no
less than other peoble, to the ills of the day and also to death. As
you meditate on this, may it deepen your resolve to put forth every
effort so that you, your children and theirs will always have God's
Wp;dt 'in its truth and purity and a faithful, competent pastor in your
midst!

O. W, Schaefer, President
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AROUND THE WORLD

. \{vith ec\itorial comment

Apartment owner Walter F« Rode, following what he says are
instructions from heaven, opened his complex to the poor last May
and stopped paying the bills because *‘God will provide.”’ Sixty-four
families now live rent-free in Rode’s Severne Apartments in Houston,
Texas, but the electric company has cut off power and a bank says it
will repossess the complex. ‘‘I'm not worried,’”’ says Rode, ‘I .walk
in the faith of Jesus Christ. God- will provide. What Christians will
provide, he believes, is $440,000 to pay off the mortgage and all the
other debts. That includes $29,000 in back mortgage payments and
penalties, a $13,000 water bill, $8,400 for the power company and $1,
300 to the gas company. There are also backpayments on his home
in nearby Sugar Land and $24,000 owed on His Mercedes Benz, he
said. , ®ode said he stopped collectine rent after seeing a vision in
which God showed him a *‘mission.’’ Most of the residents of tlie' eom-
plex are unemployed, and tempers were raw as tenants sweltered in-
side dark apartments without air conditioning, Doors stood open in
the two-story complex, and some residents sat on steps or under trees
around the empty swimming pool, seeking relief from the 90-degree
heat and grumbling about Rode. | |

If Rode REALLY had “instructions from heaven’’ for this ‘‘mis-
sion,”” then the Lord would have made the money available for “God
is not a man that He should lie’’ (Num. 23:19). Obviously, Rode did
not have the necessary finances to carry out his ““mission.”” We know
from His revealed Word, the Holy Scriptures, that God always provid-
es the necessities of life when we seek His Kingdom first and there
is genuine need! (Matt. 6:33).

]

The streets of Plano are smooth and wide, the homes new and
well-appointed, the people tanned and confident, The schools pro-
duce national scholars, the churches draw hundreds on Sunday morn-
ings, the football team collects championship trophies, The kids’
suicides began in February. Six teen-agers are dead, and this Dallas
suburb of 93,000, still an infant growing intoc Texas-sized boots, is
angry over the national attention it has gotten and afraid it’s being
blamed for the drastic action of a few. Six weeks after the latest sui-
cide, Plano worries that more suicides will follow, -A family thera-
pist is getting more calls from parents who think they see signs of
depression in their children. More people from Plano are calling a
crisis line in Dallas, reaching out to strangers. And, from the first
suicide in February to the sixth in August, police have recorded 15
suicide attempts among youngsters.
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We are told that suicide is the fourth leading cause of death
among teen-agers. It is estimated that 60,000 suicide attempts are
made annually by persons under 20 years of age. The rise in adoles-
cent suicides in recent years has been dramatic. The rate nationwide
for the age group 15 to 24 years old has risen from an average of4.3
per 100,000 population in 1944, to 6.0 in 1960, 8.9 in 1969, and 9.7 in
1972. The cause? Psychiatrists generally agree that it is depres-
sion brought on by what he or she perceive as unresolvable problems
(disturbed family situations, depressing view of a future career, peer
pressure, etc.). Behind such destruction of life is the destroyer nim-
self--the devil! We Christians must ever watch and pray lest the dev-
il lead us into such a state of depression that we be tempted to such
self-destruction. We should ‘“‘rejoice in the Lord always’’ (Philip.
4:4), trusting Him to lead and guide us, knowing ‘‘that all things work
together for good to them that love God’’ (Rom. 8:28).

Educators and psychologists have expressed concern about the
harmful impact the ABC film *‘The Day After’’ may have on viewers,
especially children. The program, shown Nov, 20, depicts the after-
math of the explosion of a nuclear bomb. *‘‘It shows an extremely
frightening reality,’’ said Dr. Robert Simon, a family therapist at New
York’s Ackerman Institute. ‘‘The consensus of psychiatrists who
have seen the film is that children under 12 should definitely not view
it,’* Berkeley, Cal,, family therapist Benina Berg-Gould, a special-
ist on the threat of nuclear war on children and the family, raised a
different point, ‘‘The important thing is not who should view it, but
how it is viewed,’”’ she said. °‘‘No one--child, adult or teenager--
should watch it alone. It’s a profoundly disturbing film."’

We are told that this film ‘‘depicts--in a chilling and graphic
manner-—the aftermath of a massive nuclear strike against the United
States.”’ No doubt millions of people saw this dramatization of dis-
aster from a nuclear war. And, understandably, many must have been
profoundly disturbed as they considered the almost unbelievable dev-
astation that would result from such a nuclear strike. BUT A MUCH
GREATER DESTRUCTION AWAITS THE WORLD! It is the Final
Day of Judgment, the Day of the Lord, ‘“‘in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
a fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up . . . all these things shall be dissolved’’ . .. (2 Peter 3:
10, 11). ‘‘The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with ever-
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of His power; when He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe’’ . . . (2 Thess. 1:8-10).
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Fifteen years of natural and man-made catastrophes will begin
in 1984, and the only chance of escape is to join Rajneeshism, ac-
cording to Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, leader of the red-clad sect. ‘‘No
ordinary Noah'’s arks are going to save humanity,’’ Rajneesh wrote in
a recent issue of The Rajneesh Times. ‘‘You can only escape with-
in and that’s what I teach.’”’ The San Francisco Chronicle reported
today that the prediction of doom, accompanied by a call to flee Cali-
fornia, has prompted many of the sect’s estimated 1,500 followers
here to make plans for an exodus. The group says it has 350,000
followers worldwide. Rajneesh spokeswoman Ms Prem Sunshine said
the coming catastrophes will level many cities, including Los Ange-
les, New York, Bombay, Tokyo and San Francisco. In a telephone
interview from the sect’s 126-acre ranch near Antelope, Oregon., she
said the Rajneesh expects earthquakes, volcanoes, disastrous weath-
er and nuclear war, ‘‘California is going to go under,’’ said Swami
Anand Salam, director of the Deepta Rajneesh Meditation Center in
Berkeley, ‘‘This is not something you can try to figure out. It’s not
logical. Bhagwan said he would like us to leave and we want to do
what he wants us to do.”’

How amazing! The followers of Rajneesh blindly follow their
blind leader and stumble about in spiritual darkness. For only those
who follow Jesus, the Light of the world, ‘“shall not walkin dar kness
but shall have the light of life’’ (John 8:12). We follow the Lord Je-
sus because He ‘‘has called us out of darkness .into His marvelous
light”’ (1 Pet. 2:9). We follow the Lord Jesus because Heloved us
and gave Himself for us that we might have for giveness of all sins
and the promise of everlasting life (John 3:16). The cult of the Ra+
Jneesh wants nothing to do with the Savior and His precious Gospel.
““The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image
of God, should shine unto them’’ (2 Cor. 4:4).

—M.L,N,
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SAYINGS OF LUTHER

We can mark our lack of faith by our joy, for our joy must ne-
cessarily be as great as our faith.

The way to pray is to use few words but to give them a great
and deep meaning or intention. Few words and much meaning is Chris-
tian; many words and little meaning is heathenish.

19



Scriptural Publications

10200 - 62nd Avenue South

Seattle, Washington 98178

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE CHURCH DIRECTORY

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Central Avenue at 171st Place
Tinley Park, lllinois 60475
(South-Suburban Chicago)

Sunday School & Bible Class 9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m,

REV, H, DAVID MENSING, Pastor
Telephone: (Area 312) 532-4288

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LU'I;I;. CHURCH

an Antonio, Texas
Sunday School & Bible Class 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m,
{Contact pastor for place of service)
REV. E, R. STALLINGS, Jr., Pastor
110 Grasmere Court
Telephone: (Area 513) 656-2125

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Tangent
L ebanon, Oregon 97355
Sunday School & Bible Class 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
REV. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor
Telephone: (Area 503) 258-2941

In fellowship with the CLC:
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
Midland, Michigan 48640
Services held at the Community Center
Worship Service 9:30 a.m,
Sunday School & Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
REV, ERICK E. ERICKSON, Pastor
2211 Eastlaun Drive, No. 7.
Midland, Michigan 48640
Telephbone: (Area 517) 835.4633

ST. LUKE'’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
55th Ave. So. & So. Fountain St,
Seattle, Washington 98118

Sunday School & Bible Class  9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

REV, PAUL R. BLOEDE]L., Pastor
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Telephone: (Area 206) 723-7418

ST. STEPHEN'S EV. LUTH, CHURCH
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279

Worship Service: -

(from June 1 to September 30) 9:30 a.m.
(from October 1 to May 31) 10:00 a.m.
S.S. & Bible Class following the service.

REV. MARK W. DIERKING, Pastor
Telephone: (Area 605) 938-4710

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia
REV. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor
Pastor’s United States address:
8701 West 167th Place
Orland Park, 1llinois 60462
Telepbone: (Area 312) 532-9035
( Contact the pastor regarding time and
location of services)

CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
(Concordia Lutheran Conference)
Central Ave. at 171st Place
Tinley Park, lllinois 60477
REV. O. W, SCHAEFER, Prestdent
8630 W, 163rd Street

Orland Park, 1llinois 60462
Telephone: (Area 312) 532-5436

WELCOME
TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and ore. certain
that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritval benefits through your
faithful reading of our Concordia Lutheran articles which are based solidly
upon the pure and unerring Word of God.

— $3.00 a Year—

Give a subscription as o gift to a relative or frieqsd.



