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Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and’ plain Ian- 
gunge the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as i.aught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
cord of 1680, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

TO show, on the basis of Scripture 
What true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion a n d 
meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Ctincordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

TO seek out all who truly. share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual’ public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church, fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent .‘historical in- 
formation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happen- 
ings in the church and among the nations 
as signs of the times. 

TO be truthful and factual in our ‘re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information Of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



Endeavoring to Keep 
The Unity of the Spirit 

Here the Apostle of the Lord is speaking not of any kind of out- 
ward union, and certainly not, of a unionistic joint church work and 
worship of those not united in faith, in _doct,rine, and confession, He 
is spea.king of IJNITY, of an inner unity, which he calls “the unity,of 
the Spirit. ” This he further describes as “one Lord, one faith.” It, 
is the perfect unity of one heart and one mind in matters of Christian 
doctrine and pra.ctice, ‘one and the same faith, doctrine, and confes- 
sion which the Holy Spirit works in the hearts of Christian people 
through Cod’s Word. 

This kind of unity Existed among the earliest Christians of the 
New Testament, in the la.rge church or congregation at Jerusalem, of 
which we are told in Acts 4:31-32: ‘They spake t]je word of god with 
boldness. And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
a.nd one soul.” (Compare also Paul’s admonition to the Corinthians 
~0 keep among them this very unity, 1 Corinthians l:lO,) 

This unit,y the Lord graciously restored to our Lutheran fathers 
through the work of Luther’s neforrnation, bringing them all together 
back to the Word, as is evidenced in the Book of Concord of 1580, 
our Lutheran Confessions. This unity the Lord has also graciously 
preserved in our beloved Concordia Lutheran Conference to this day. 
And now He beseeches us to KEEP THAT UNITY, not permitting it to 
become marred or destroyed by false doctrines, namely such as depart 
from His true Word. 

How are we to do that?’ In which way are we to endeavor to 
keep it? The Apostle answers: “‘ln ail lowliness and meekness.‘* 

According to the First Table of the Law, we Christians must 
therefore constantly practice ‘*IowIiness (or humility) and meekness” 
in relation to our God, We are not, in sinful pride, to make ourselves 
lords over God’s Word, as when one says, “I want to believe, teach, 



arrd confess this, ati another BhaQ”” ut we are all to recognize 
Christ as our only Lord, and His Word of Truth, as our one and final 
authority-not what we think it says or what we would like it to say, 
but WHAT IT SAYS If thus we all keep submitting to Him and His 
Word alone, how can we have anything but true peace and keep the 
unity of the Spirit? For Christ is not divided. (1 Cor. 1:13), 

’ Then, in accordance with the Second Table, we must also con- 
tinue to practice all lowliness and meekness in our relations to one 
another as brethren, Although brethren united in the Word, we are 
still individual people. We are sinful people as to our sanctified life. 
Though Christians do not sin wilfully (Hebrews 10:2Qwe all each day 
fall into many sins of weakness, We all have different personalities, 
wit,h different ways and even peculiarities about us0 And in quibbling 
and taking offense at such things, many Christians have already lost 
and forfeited the only thing that really counts--the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, 

Therefore, may we’ all always continue, in all lowliness and 
meekness9 and in longsuffering, to be ““for bearing one another in 
love. RR Yes, the Apostle, yet writes in this same chapter, 4:32: “Be 
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you? 

“Blest be the tie t.hat binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of KINDRED MINDS 
Is like to that above,” 

--H. David Mensing, President 
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A 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

The first week in July your President received an official letter 
from Concordia Lutheran Church of Midland, Michigan and its Pastor, 
the Rev, Erick E, Erickson, then unaffiliated with any church body, 
requesting that our representatives meet with them for the purpose of 
setting forth to them the doctrines and practices of the Concordia 
Lutheran Conference. In accordance with God’s Word in 1 Peter 3:15 
we happily agreed to comply with this request as soon as possible, 

On August 8 our Committee on Lutheran Union including the uny 
dersigned held a very thorough meeting with the Congregation and on 
August 9, a colloquy’with the Pastor, 

As a result. of’ these meetings we recteived a letter, dated Aug- 
ust 12, from Pastor Erickson that he was “in full agreement with the 
Concordia. Lutheran Conference in doctrine and practice,‘” Cn August,. 
24 a similar brotherly letter was sent us from both the Congregatjon. 
and its Pastor, by unanimous resolution declaring doctrinal and con- 
fessional fellowship with us, ba.sed on God’sinerrant Word, and pray- 
ing that the Holy Spirit may preserve us in, this fellowship,, 

May we all rejoice with Concordia Congregation and its Pastor 
in singing with the Psalmist: “Behold, hqw good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” Psalm 133:1, 

--Ho David Mensing, President 

A SAYING OF LU 

The Word of God must surely .be an excellent., yea, all-powerful 
remedy since the Lord says that he who keeps His saying, i,e,, be- 
lieves His Gospel, “shall never taste of death.” If the world believ- 
ed this, it would endeavor to obtain this heavenly treasure at all haz- 
ards, 
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The Gift Of Liberty-A Reformation Blessing 

On October 31st we observe the 466th anniversary of the Refor- 
mation, Lutherans recall how on that day in 1517 Luther nailed his 
95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church at Wittenberg, German5 
revealing the errors of the Catholic Church and directing men% hearts 
to the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, The work of t,his humble servant 
of the Lord brought deliverance to thousands enslaved by the bondage 
of manmade teachings, We thank and praise God for the many free- 
doms which Christ earned for us on the cross and which Luther re- 
stored to mankind through his wor k with the precious Gospel. Of the 
liberty which we possess by God’s grace the apostle Paul wrote: 
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage!” Gal. 5:L 

What is this liberty? First, the liberty to go directly to Holy 
Writ for the truth, Luther translated the Bible into the language of 
the people so they could learn for themselves the only way to salva- 
tion, God guided him to uncover all suppression of Scripture truth and 
to restore to men the Open Bible, May we always turn to the Scrip- 
tures for the truth so as to grow in understanding and to nourish our 
faith and life! 

Our liberty also includes the knowledge, of full pardon of our 
sins, Through His suffering and death Christ redeemed us from sin, 
death, and the devil, and we by faith in Him are now His own, holy 
and righteous before God,. This doctrine Luther also restored to man 
and thereby cast aside the false teaching of work righteousness, What 
joy in knowing that there is free forgiveness of sin for Jesus’ sake 
through faith in Him alone! 

Our liberty also includes serving God out of love, not from fear, 
In his letter to t’ e Galatians Paul shows that true religion is faith 
working by love, The sincere Christian, out of love to his Savior, is 
moved to shun what is displeasing to God and to do what is Christ- 
like, In serving Jesus His followers do so without any thought of hont 
or or reward, but love and serve Him because He first loved us0 This 
great truth Luther also stressed in restoring the pure Gospel to the 
world, 

Another liberty which is ours is that we can pray directly to God 
our Father, without any interceding by saints, Jesus is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, and no man comes to the Father but by Him, Of 
this teaching the Reformation also reminds us0 
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Lastly, our liberty includes freedom from the fear of death, In 
defiance of death and the grave we declare with Paul: “Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
1 Car, 15:570 We can walk into the va,lley of the shadow of death and 
fear no evil, Christ has overcome dea,th for us and has brought life 
and immortality to light, 

What precious blessings are ours (not the least of which is lib- 
erty) through the work of Christ and the restoration of the Gospel by 
Luther! May we never lose them by unfaithfulness and indifference, 
but let us dedicate ourselves anew to uphold, defend, .and spread the 
truths of Scripture, even as Luther did, as long as we live! 

--oow*so 

This year marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s birth 
in Eisleben, Germany, Eisleben is located in East Germany, and the 
German Democratic Republic government plans to hold a national cer- 
emony this November not only in East Berlin, but 81~0 a weeklong 
celebration for “the people’s representatives” in Eisleben, where Lu- 
ther was born,, 

While special observances are being held here and abroad corn-- 
memorating the work of Martin Luther, one problem keeps coming to 
the foreground--Luther% attitude toward the Jews, One religious news 
letter which was sent out listing the various observances for 1983 (Ju- 
bilee, Dee, 1982) made specific reference to this problem, “‘The 
fourth Lutheran World Federation Consultation on the Church and the 
Jewish people held last August in Bossey, Switzerland, noted that 
‘Lutherans have a special problem’ with celebrating the 50&h anniver- 
sary of Martin Luther’s birth, ‘In his later years he made certain state- 
ments about the Jews that Lutheran churches today uxriversally reject, 
We regret the way in which what Luther wrote has been used to .fur- 
ther anti-Semitism, This matter wiff be the subject. of considerable 
attention during the coming year? 

What about Luther’s attitude toward the Jews? In 1523 the first 
major writing of Luther concerning the Jews appeared entitled: THAT 
CHRIST WAS BORN A JEW, The Reformer was filled with a righteous 



indignation against those who denied the virgin birth of Christ, He 
wrote, “‘I shall from the Scripture mention the reasons which have mov- 
ed me to believe that Christ was a Jew, born of a virgin, and perhaps 
I can also induce some of the Jews to believe in Christ,“’ At the same 
time, Luther takes the Roman Catholic leaders to task for the way they 
had treated the Jews in the past, “Our fools, the Popes, bishops, so- 
phists, and monks, these uncouth mule heads have in the past so dealt 
with the Jews that whoever was a good Christian had just as well 
wished himself to be a Jew, And if I had been a Jew and had seen 
how these blockheads and dunces were controlling and teaching the 
Christian faith, I would rather have become a sow than a Christian,‘” 
Luther was of the opinion that the Jews could be won if they were 
treated kindly and would be privileged to hear the pure Gospel, 

Luther’s hope for the conversion of a number of Jews began to 
fade as time passed, His wrath was aroused as he observed their ar- 
rogance and haughtiness, their impudence in mocking Christ and IIis 
work of salvation, Luther simply could not tolerate their pride, Con- 
sequently, we find Luther publishing another major document concern- 
ing the Jews in 1543, It was entitled: CONCERNING THE JEWS 
AND THEIR LIES, In this writing Luther felt duty bound to warn his 
fellow countrymen about the pernicious lies being spread by the Jews, 
He takes them to task for their arrogance in claiming superiority over 
the Christians because they descended from Abraham according to the 
flesh, their rite of circumcision, and the Law which had been givenfto 
them from God through Moses on Mt, Sinai. In very sharp language he 
chastises them because of their usury in “stealing” the money which 
had been earned through the sweat and toil of the peasant, Once more 
Luther in a masterful manner shows the Jews that Christ, the Mes- 
siah, has already come and reminds the. Jews that they will experience 
the fiery flames of hell on Judgment Day because of their rejection of 
the Lord and Savior of the world, 

Unfortunately, it is true that in his later years, Luther went too 
far when he openly advocated certain drastic measures against the 
Jews which he believed should be carried out by the government, How- 
ever, it must be remembered that Luther’s zeal was prompted by his 
love for the Lord Jesus and His Word and his earnest desire to uphold 
that Word against the blasphemies and lies of all, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, “Luther spoke at least as abusively about Jews as he did 
elsewhere on other occasions about princes, peasants, lawyers, mer- 
chants, ‘we Germans’ and the pope” (Jubilee, Dee, 1982)” In that 
light we are to understand his opposition against the Jews, The anti- 
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Semitism sf the Nazis under Adolf Hitler would have been utterly re? 
pugnant to Martin Luther! 

And ,what is to be our attitude toward the Jews in H&333: “‘We 
need to know that the Jewish religion is not close to ours, but at %he 
opposite end of the world, a religion of work-righteousness and pride 
and flesh, The sad fact is that most Jews are going to hell, If we do 
not realize this, then we will not make any effort to save them, We 
will not pray for them 11r witness to them that they must believe in 
Christ and repent of their sins, U u u Our work is not to punish them or 
hate or persecute them, but to show them Christ, for there will always 
be a few of them who will listen and repent and believe, A remnant 
will return and will be saved by grace through faith in Christ” @ev,‘ 
Kenneth K, Miller. The Jewish Question, The Christian News, Sept, 11, 
1978). 

That man who stood before the people in the city of .Jerusa]em 

and declared, ‘“H am verily a man which am a JE&“’ (Acts 22:3), the 
great Apostle Paul, wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, “Even 
the righteousness sf God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all 
them that believe: %or &?re is no difference: fur all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption td;tat is in Christ Jesus” (Ram, 3:22-24). To 
Jew and Gentile, to a31, the Lord Jesus says, “J am the Way, the 
‘I’ruth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me” (John 
14:6). 

Interesting Facts on the 
Luther Jubilee 

During the week of November 6 - 12 renowned Luther scholars 
will gather in Washington, Do Co to observe the Luther Jubilee Week, 
There will be major addresses on various aspects of Luther % life 
and work, An organ concert will be presented.at the Kennedy Cegter 
for the Performing Arts ,, Exhibits will be ori display at the Library of 
Congress, In addition, there will be a banquet, a film festival, and a 
pageant entitled “ Parade of Witnesses,” The cost of attending all 
events is $200 per person, 



/NSTALLAT~ON Af WkMOT, SJ. 

Sunday, September 4, 1983, was a memorable day in the history 
of St,, Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Wilmot, South Dakota, It marked 
the installation of its new pastor, the Rev, Mark W, Dierking, 

The opening liturgist was Pastor David T, Mensing of Zion Ev, 
Lutheran Church, Brisbane, Australia, the congregation for merly 
served by Pastor Dierking from San Antonio, Texas, through tapes 
and letters but from which he resigned last June due to the inability 
to obtain visas to emigrate to Australia, The sermon was preached 
by Pastor E, R, Stallings, Jr, of Holy Scripture Ev, Lutheran Church 
in San Antonio, Texas, under whose personal instruction Pastor Dier- 
king received his theological training, He spoke on 1 Cor, 4:lGand 
emphasized the responsibilities and blessings of a Scriptural past- 
or-people relationship, His edifying message afforded guidance, 
strength, and comfort to the assembled congregation, which only re- 
cently suffered a sad division in its midst caused by the false teach- 
ing on Church and Ministry promoted and defended by its former pas- 
tor, Under the guiding hand of the Lord of the Church these members 
remained faithful to His Word and in answer to their prayers are now 
blessed with a dedicated and loyal shepherd, The ceremony of instal- 
lation was performed by the undersigned, Assistant Pastor of Peace 
Ev, Lutheran Church and President of Concordia Theological Semin- 
ary in Tinley Park, Illinois, The newly-installed Pastor then conclu- 
ded the service with prayer and pronounced the Benediction of the 
Lord upon his congregation, 

In January, 1983, Pastor Dierking, together with Pastor Stallings, 
underwent and successfully passed a colloquy in our beloved Confer- 
ence, declared themselves in church fellowship with us, and together 
with their congregations, joined our Conference at its June, 1983, 
convention, At that time Pastor Dierking also resigned from his Aus- 
tralian pastorate for the reason given above, and this past summer 
received and accepted the call to Wilmot, He and his wife, Linda, 
have four young children: Aaron, Rebekah, Luke, and Stephen, 

After the installation service the ladies of the congregation ser- 
ved a delicious dinner in the church basement to all members and 
guests, The afternoon was spent in singing some of our treasured 
hymns and enjoying Christian fellowship, 

May our dear Savior richly bless Pastor Dierking’s ministry in 
Wilmot and under the strengthening influence of Cod’s Word keep both 
pastor and people faithful to the Truth, ever contending for the faith 
once delivered unto the saints-! 
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Report on Our Seminary 
On Monday, October 10, 1983, Concordia Theological Seminary 

(Concor dia Lutheran Conference) is scheduled to open its &zzs for 
another year of training faithful pastors for the work of the ministry 
in our midst, We extend a hearty welcome to any man who is quali- 
fied scholastically and who sincerely desires to receive theological 
training on the basis of the full truth of God’s Word, patterned after 
the vibrant orthodoxy of the old Missouri Synod as it prevailed during 
the days of such men as Walther, Pieper, and others, This applies 
also t,o young men outside of our fellowship who desire to establish 
fello,Hship with us and who would dedicate their lives to the minis- 
try of the Word among us in this most glorious calling on earth, 

For full-time students our Seminary offers a four-year theologi- 
cal course, For part-time students the training period is, of course, 
somewhat longer, At the completion of the prescribed course of study 
the student is graduated as a Candidate of the Reverend Ministry (c. 
r,m,) in the work of the Church, 

Our student body this year will consist of one young man, a 
member of St, Luke’s Luther an Church in Seattle, Washington, He is 
Mr, Daniel M, .Bl oedel, son of the Rev, Paul R, Bloedel, pastor of St, 
Luke’s and Vice -president of our Conference* We are happy that God 
has answered many prayers concerning our need for students -and be- 
seech the prayers of all our Conference members on behalf of theFao 
ulty and our new student as our training program is reactivated to 
God’s glory and the welfare of His kingdom, 

During the first year of Seminary training the following courses 
will be taught by our two professors on a proportionate basis: New 
Testament Isagogics, Her meneutics, N, T, Greek Grammar, F!co.pae* 
deutics, Dogmatics, Symbolics, and Homiletics, There are 30 credit 
hours in the first semester, and 32 in the .second, Each week in a 
chapel devotion we will ask for the Lord’s guidance and blessing up- 
on our mutual labors, 

One of our Confessions states that “God approves the ministry 

and is present in it!” Luther writes, ‘.‘God must be especially pleas- 
ed when we are glad to help supply and provide the churches well 
with ministers! ” Let these statements remind us of the need to en- 
courage more young men to prepare for the Christian ministry and to 
support our Seminary with fervent prayers and sacrificial gifts! 

0. W. Schaefer, President 
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EMORABLE ‘VENTS in the LIFE of 
DR. MARTIN LUTHEftR 

(For: S.eptember and October) 

In the observance of t,he 500th anniversary of Luther’s birth in 
November of this year we are noting some of the significant events 
which took place in his life, The following are just. a few which oc- 
curred during the 9th and 10th months of the year, 

Sept, 20 - Luther’s daughter Magdalena died in 1542, 

Sept, 21 - His translation of the New Testament is published 
in l-522, 

Sept, 29 - Receives B,A, degree at the University of Erfurt, 
in 1502, 

Oct., I - 4 - Co11 oquy with Zwingli at Marburg in 152% 

act* 6 - Wrote “Babylonian Captivity of the Church” in 1520, 

act, IO - Receives bull EXSURGE, DOMINI in 1520, 

CM, I.9 - Receives Dr, of Theology degree at the University 
of Wittenberg in 1512, 

Ott, 25 - Begins lectures on Genesis in 1.512, 

act, 27 .- Begins lectures on Galatians in 1516, 

act, 31 - Posts 95 Theses on door of Castle Church at 
WitOenberg in 1517, 

“He that is of God heareth God’s words.“’ 
John K-47. 

“To this man will i’ look, even to him that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 
at My Word.” 

1s. 66:2. 



-- Continued from page 77 -- 

More medals and coins have been struck in honor of Luther than 
any other religious figure in history, The earliest was produced in 
1519, while the latest commemorate the 500th anniversary of hi.s birth 
this year, The most popular quotations on these medals are “Here I 
Stand” and “A Mighty Fortress,” The most common symbols used 
on them are the eye of God, an open Bible on a rock, and the Luther 
rose0 The latest medals depict Luther with an open Bible and on 
the reverse the Wartburg Castle, Another medal has a Latin inscrip- 
tion which in translation states, “If Luther% heresy is proven, then 
the Lord Jesus is also a heretic,” Still another medal depicts Luth- 
er as a swan, This is a reference to the Reformer John Hus, whose 
surname means “goose,” While being burned at the stake in 1415as 
a heretic, he stated that in about a century a “swan” would appear to 
continue his work, 

The grandest of all Luther statues is located in Worms, West 
Germany, It was completed in 1868 and depicts Luther wearing 
preacher’s garb with his clenched right hand on a Bible held up by 
his left arm, Surrounding bin on this monument are four early reform- 
ers: Waldo, Wycliffe, Hus, and Savonarola, This statue is the proto- 
type of seven others in the United States: one in Washington, D, C,: 
four at Lutheran seminaries and colleges; one in Cadillac Memorial 
Gardens East in Mt, Clemens, Michigan, and one in Hillcrest Memor- 
ial Park in Streator, Illinois, 

Several new books on Luther have been published, Concordia 
Publishing House offers the following: “‘Luther as Interpreter of the 
Scriptures,” by George Robbert; “Martin Luther: Companion of the 
Contemporary Christian,” edited by Kolb and Lumpp; and “Luther’s 
Faith: the Cause of the Gospel in the Church,” by Dani.el Olivier, 
Fortress Press offers these: “Martin Luther: the Man and His Work,” 
by W, von Loewenich; “The Martin Luther Easter Book,” by R, Bain- 
ton, Augsburg Publishing House offers “Luther, Witness to Jesus 
Christ,” by M, Lienhard, 

Let it be remembered that unless observances of the Luther Jub- 

ilee, medals in his honor, books about his life and work, etc, stress 
his love for the pure Word of God and his defense thereof, all will fail 
to depict the true Luther, God alone be praised for blessing his lab- 
ors! 
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Beautiful Savior Ev, Lutheran Church of Decatur, Indiana, J, 

C, Kinery, pastor, once again by the unanimous vote of its voters’ 
assembly hosted a Lutheran Free Conference on Tuesday through 
Thursday, Sept, 13-15, 1983, Pastors in attendance at this confer- 
ence were from the CLC (Concordia Lutheran Conference), ELF (Ev, 
Lutheran Federation), ILC (Illinois Lutheran Conference), LCR (Luth- 
eran Churches of the Reformation), and various independent congrega- 
tions, Those from our Conference, who attended as unofficial repre- 
sentatives, were Prof, 0, W, Schaefer, administrator of our seminary 
in Tinley Park, Illinois, Pastor H, David Mensing, president of our 
Conference, Pastor of Peace Ev, Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illi- 
nois, and professor at our Seminary, and Pastor Paul R, Bloedel, vice- 
president of our Conference, chairman of our Committee on Lutheran 
Union, and pastor of St, Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seattle, Washington, 
Two of our pastors were assigned papers for this Free Conference0 

A free conference, as its name implies, is a meeting of pastors 
and laymen for the purpose of expressing in a free exchange their con- 
fessional position on matters of doctrine and practice, None in atten- 
dance represent any established group, and no unionistic worship is 
promoted, 

After a brief period of silent meditation, a formal greeting and 
welcome was extended to those in attendance by the pastor of Beau- 
tiful Savior congregation, He also rehearsed the purpose of the Con- 
ference and explained various rules of conduct, The first paper, on 
Tuesday morning, was delivered by Pastor Alfred F, Tschopp of 
Emmaus Lutheran Church (LCR), Chicago, Illinois, The topic of his 
paper concerned Voting in the Christian Congregation, In this essay 
Pastor Tschopp emphasized the necessity of unanimity in all matters 
of doctrine and practice and that all resolutions and resulting actions 
passed by majorities or unanimously, if contrary to God’s Word, are 
null and void and should be rescinded, The next paper, delivered on 
Tuesday afternoon was presented by Pastor Robert Netznik of St, 
Barnabas Lutheran Church (Independent), Medina, Illinois, The topic 
of his paper was “The Scriptural Deposing of a Minister,” Pastor 
Netznik dealt with the Scriptural methods which should be followed in 



accordance with Matthew 1835-17, and 1 Timothy 539, when a con- 
gregation is faced with the unfortunate obligation of dealing. with a 
pastor who is guilty of persistent false teaching, ungodly living, or 
wilful neglect of his or’ficial duties, He emphasized that the dismis- 
sing as well as the calling of a pastor must be unanimous, 

On Wednesday, Sept, 14, the morning session was devoted to the 
hearing and discussing of a paper delivered by Pastor J, C, Kinery of 
the host congregation on the use of the word “church” in Matthew 18: 
17, In this excellent essay Pastor Kinery clearly demonstrated that 
the “church” of Matthew l&17 can be none other than the local Chris- 
tian congregation, In an elaborate Appendix the exegetical arguments 
of the Wisconson Synod and their followers in the ELS and CoLC in 
defense of their unscriptural position on the doctrine of the Church 
were examined and properly refuted in the light of God’s Word, In the 
afternoon session on Wednesday, Pastor H, David Mensing of our Con- 
ference presented a concise and straightforward exegesis, on the ba- 
sis of the original Greek text, of the third step of admonition set forth 
in Matthew 18:17, together with the Scriptural application of these 
words of our Savior, This paper was especially timely because of the 
difference between the LCR and FLC (Fellowship of Lutheran Congre- 
gations) on this matter--the FLC wrongly contending that the Lord 
requires, in every instance, a “face-to-face” confrontation be tween a 
congregation and impenitent sinner before excommunication may be 

pronounced, On F.riday evening a lovely banquet was prepared for the 
participants in the Free Conference by the ladies of the host congre- 
gatiion, and a free-will donation was received to help defray the ex- 
penses of the meal. 

“An Exegesis on Isaiah 55:10, 11” was presented in the morn- 
ing session on Thursday, Sept, 15, by Pastor Kenneth K, Miller of 
Christ. Lutheran Church (Independent) of Fort Wayne, Indiana, In his 
paper Pastor Miller thoroughly examined each Hebrew word used in 
the Isaiah text, establishing the proper point of comparison and the 
correct Scriptural fulfillment of this Word of God in the “regular and 
consist.ent” use of the means of grace in the divinely instituted New 
Testament I ocal congregation, The last paper of the Free Conference 
was delivered by the undersigned on Thursday afternoon, The topic 
of this paper involved unionism, selective fellowship, and status con- 
fessionis (a state of confession), This paper was presented in ques- 
tion and answer form with an introduction on Contending for the Faith, 
the Perspicuity of Scripture, True Christian Unity, and True Chris- 
tian Fellowship, Time did not allow a thorough discussion of this 
paper, 
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It is our ear nest prayer that the frank and open discussions in 
this Free Conference at Decatur will bring about a better understand- 
ing of those areas where true unity and Scriptural one-mindedness ex- 
ists, and also those areas which wil,l require furt her discussions in 
future free conferences and in official meetings by union committees, 

“God,‘s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever; . , . 
Lord, grant, while worlds endure We keep its teachings pure 
Throughout all generations. ” LH. 283. 

-Y.R.B. 

. . . with editorial comment 

A Portland Oregon minister has testified that he voluntarily 
closed his church’s state+censed nursery school because a welfare 
agent from the state told him “it, is unlawful to spank a child,” “We 
couldn’t go along with that because it’s contrary to biblical teaching, 
so we clos.ed the school ,” the Rev, Harry Boyle of the Gra.ce Baptist 
Church said in U,, S, District Court, He was testifying in a suit by 
the Maine Association of Christian Schools against t.he state, The 
state wants to close a group of fundament,alist Christian schools 
which retuse to furnish information about basic minimum educat,ional 
requirements, 

The old adage “Spare the rod and spoil the child” is certainly 
in harmon.y with Scriptural principles. “A rod is for the back of him 
that is void of understanding” (Prov. 10: X 3); “he that spareth his rod 
hateth his son: but. he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Prov. 
13:24); “foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of 
correction shall drive it far from him” (Prov. 22.9 5); “the rod and re- 
proof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame” (Prov. 29:15). These and similar passages plainly show that 
the RIGHT AND PROPER USE of the rod (not child abuse!!) is Scrip- 
tural. The shameful disrespect and disobedience observed in many 
children today can in many instances be traced back to the home 
where such proper disciplinary measures were simply never used by 
the parents, Pity the poor teachers who must put up with such child- 
ren! It is virtually impossible to teach a classroom of children un- 
less some kind of order prevails. Some of our modern educators and 
psychologists, aided by those parents who “mollycoddle” their chil- 
dren, have been the chief proponents in a concerted effort to forbid 
the use of such disciplinary measures not only in the school but even 



in the home! God’s Word, however, tells us that this is the day .~f 
those whom HE has placed in authority. 

A Texas oilman, Andy SoRelle, is praying that his interpretation 
of the BiZe leads him to the first major oil find in Israel, SoRelIe 
said he was led to Atlit, Israel, by Deuteronomy 33:24, 25, Recount- 
ing Moses’ blessing of the children of Israel before his death, the 
Scripture reads: “And of Asher he said, ‘Blessed above sons be Ash- 
er: let him be the favorite of his brothers, and let him dip his foot in 
oil, Your bars shall be iron and bronze: and as your days, so shall 
your strength be,’ ” Asher’s territory was shaped like a leg, with the 
“foot” extending from Haifa, 4 miles north of here, to a little south 
of Atlit, As for the iron and bronze, those two metals are used to- 
gether in oil rigs to eliminate sparks, SoRelIe started drilling in Feb, 
1981 and 10 months later his rig and his funds had reached their lim- 
its at 17,296 feet down into the earth, He resumed drilling last De- 
cember with a rig that can go as deep as 26,000 feet, The on-site 
geologist, Israeli Jackie Sherman, said the team has discovered spots 
of oil over a large area, but found in mid-May the “first traces of 
commercial potential” at 20$00 feet, “The oil is there, but whether 
it is movable or immovable oil, I do& know, Until we produce, we 
haven’t got anything,’ ’ Sherman said, 

Asher was the second son of Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid, the 8th 
son of Jacob. The above passage (Deut. 33:24, 25) refers to the rich- 
ness and fertility of the land. ft expresses the firmness and strength 
of Asher as long as he lived. In Moses’ day there was, of course, no 
drilling for oil in the ground. Instead, oil was generally extracted 
from olives and used as food, cosmetics, anointing the bodies of the 
dea.d, medicinal purposes, in lamps, in offerings. Tithes of oil were 
also required. (Smith’s Bible Dictionary, page 460). Those who had 
an abundance of such oil were considered wealthy. The example of 
the widow who paid off her debts with the oil made possible by a mir- 
acle performed by the Prophet Elisha (2 Kings 4:1-7) illustrates the 
value of such oil. Andy SoRelIe, the Texas oilman, has chosen to 
put his own interpretation on Deut. 33:24, 25. How many there are 
who, instead of allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture, foist therr 
own preconceived ideas into the text! 

A $1 million damage award against the Tridentine Latin Rite 
Church will mean the end of religious freedom in America and, if al- 
lov~ed to stand, would wipe out the church% assets, its leader says, 
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A 1st District Court jury in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, awarded $750,000 
to Jerry O’Neill of Kalispell, Mont,,, and $50,000 to each of his five 
children after he sued the church, claiming it alienated his wife from 
him with cult-like . indoctrination, The conservative offshoot of the 
Catholic Church, based in Spokane, claims 3,000 members, Bishop 
Francis K, Schuckhardt, who claims to be the only true Catholic‘ bish- 
op, told reporters the award is a blow to religious freedom of all faiths 
and he plans to appeal, “I fear that if this verdict is allowed to 
stand that freedom of religion in America will very soon pass away 
because any minister, rabbi or priest can be called into court, because 
they give counsel or teach their beliefs and it causes some difficulty 
in the family,” he said, The Tridentines, al so known as the Fatima 
Crusaders, contend that all other Catholic churches practice heresy 
because of changes made by the Second Vatican council in t;he 1960s. 

We are not given the particulars of this case, but on the surface 
it appears as though the verdict ma.y have violated the principle of 
separation of church and state? And if allowed to stand, it could have 
serious consequences. .A TRULY CNRISTlAN CONGREGATION 
NEVER SEEKS TO ALIENATE ONE SPOUSE FROM THE OTHER! 
On the contrary, it teaches them from the Word of God not only that 
they are to remain husband and wife for life, but also what their du- 
ties and responsibilities are according to the Word of God (Eph. 5:22 
ff.) For the be Iiever to have an unbelieving spouse is not in Itself 
a Scriptural reason for divor ce (1 Ci-ir, 7!12, 13). The Apostle Peter 
reminds believing wives, “be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won 
by the conversation (conduct) of the wives”” (I Pet. 3:1). But the be- 
lieving spouse always owes FIRST allegiance to the Lord and His 
Word (Matt. l&3?; Acts 5:29). 

Virginia’s non-believers are now only a phone call away from 
some support and encouragement, thanks to “Dial-an-Atheist.” 
“Some people say atheists are negative, but my message is positive,” 
says Debra Clark, director of the Tidewater branch of American 
Atheists, a national non-profit organization, Those dialing the num- 
ber will hear a recorded message that begins, “Welcome to the won- 
derful world of atheism,” Next year, the number will be listed in the 
telephone directory, “We don’t want to convert anybody,” Clark 
says, “We just want to get other atheists to become active and as- 
sertive. ” 

We know, of course, that there is no TRUE atheist, since the 
so-called atheist knows already from the existence and preservation 
of the world that God exists. Even the testimony of the atheist’s own 



conscience confirms this truth. Therefore the Bible describes the 
atheist in the following words, “The FOOL hath said in his heart, 
There is no God” (Ps. 24.2). Atheism is completely and totally nega- 
tive? It offers no true refuge and help with man’s greatest problenf- 
sin and all of its consequences. jt offers nothing but a dismal and 
gloomy outlook on life that is filled with utter hopelessness. Behold 
how the father of all lies, the devil, has blinded the minds of the 
atheists to deny the existence of the only true God, who has created 
and redeemed all mankind from sin, death, and everlasting condemna- 
tion with the holy, precious blood of the Lord Jesus, so “that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not Frish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3.9 6). Only Christianity offers us the God of hope who fills us 
with all joy and peace in believing (Rom. 1593). 

-- 
A decade ago, Zen Buddhism swept American college campuses, 

particularly in California and the Northeast, Today, the fad is nearly 
dead on campus, The main thrust of the Oriental religion in the West 
now is in Europe, Joshu Sasaki Roshi, a venerat,ed Zen leader in this 
country, explained, “The fashionable Zen was not true Zen, Zen must 
be performed, not intellectualized,” What attracted those students to 
Zen was their rebellion, said Sasaki Roshi, a native of Sendai, Japan, 

“They wanted to be free from God, just as they wanted. to be free from 
their parents and traditional institutions, ” he said, “Buddhism deni- 
es God,” 

Buddhism covers a large part of As.ia and has about half a billion 
adherents. it is particularly strong in Tibet, Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, and Ceylon. The origin of Buddhism goes 

back to Siddhartha Gautama, who was born about 563 B.C. at Lumbini 
(Now Nepal near the border of India). Gautama left his family to solve 
the m yster ies of life. After some 49 days of meditation,Gautama 
claimed that he had attained Enlightenment. After that he was refer- 
red to as the Buddha, or “The Enlightened One.” For the next 45 
years he traveled throughout the northern part of lndia preaching his 
doctrines and making converts. Buddhism teaches that there are many 
gods, the endless cycles qf the universe fat the end of each cosmic 
cycle a huge fire destroys all life, then a. fliood puts the fire out and 
life resumes); reincarnation (at death the.soul passes into another body 
place or condition, usually human but som times animal). After many 
lifetimes, a person achieves nirvana (the end of desire and individual 
consciousness) Without the only true God of the Bible--Father, ‘Son, 
Holy Ghost, the Buddhists grope about in darkness. We, too, would 
also languish in such darkness if it were not for God’s grace in Christ 
in whom we have forgiveness and peace. Such undeserved mercy should 
prompt us to have compassion upon the Buddhists a.nd earnestly pray 
for their conversion. 

--M.T.N. 
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Scriptural Publications 
I0200 - 62nd Avrtr~e South 

Seattle, Washing+w 98 i 78 

ST. STERHEN’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wilmot, South Dakota 57279 
Worship Service (from June 1 to September 

30) 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service (from October 1 :; ;;y, 3:) 

S. S. & Bible Class following the iervile’ 
REV. ‘MARK W. DIERKING, PASTOR 
Telephone: (Area 605) 9384710 

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
REV. DAVID T. MENSING, PASTOR 
Pastor’s United States address: 
8701--West 167th Place 
Orland Park, Illinois 60462 
Telephone: (312) 532-9035 
Contact the past regarding time 
and location of sewIces.) 

ST. JOHN’S LUThERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355 
Sunday School & Bible Class lo:00 a.m.. 
REV. M. L. NATTERER PASTOR 
Telephone: (Area) 503) 258-2941 

CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMRVARY 
(Concordia Lutheran Conference) 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 
REV. 0. W. SCHAEFER, PRESIDENT 
Telephone: (Area 312) 532-5436 

PEACEEV.LUTHERANCHURCH 
Central Avenue at i71st Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 
(South-Suburban Chicago) 
Sunday School & Bible Class 1X:l.i t.z. 
Worship Service 
REV. H. DAVXD MENSING, PASTOR’ ’ 
Telephone: (Area 312) 532-4288 

HOLY SCRIPTURE EV. LUTH. CHURCH 
San Antonio, Texas 78218 
Sunday School & Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service lo:30 a.m. 
(Contact pastor for place of service) 
REV. E.R. STALLINGS, JR., PASTOR 
110 Grasmere Court 
Telephone: (Area 513) 656-2125 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
55th Ave. So. and So. Fountain St. 
Seattle, Washington 98118 
Sunday School & Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service lo:30 a.m. 
REV. P. R. BLOEDEL, PASTOR 
9658-54th Avenue South 
Telephone: (Area 206) 723-7418 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Coos Bay, Oregon 
Pastor has terminated fellowship with 
the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

WELCOME 
TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Iutheronkm and ore certain 

that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits through your 

faithful reading of our Concordia Lutheran articles which are based solidly 

upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

- $3.00 a Year - 
Give a subscription as a gift to a relative or frier:+d. 


