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Che President’s
Column

Luther's 500th Birthday?
Happy Birthday, Luther? No, joy everlasting!

We are writing this column on the Festival of the Reformation,
October 31, It was on that date in 1517 that Luther posted his 95
Theses on the Castle Church door at Wittenberg. It was through these
theses or statements that he intended simply to debate the sale of in-
dulgences, or letters of release from the pains of purgatory--a human-
ly-invented place where believers in Jesus were to be purged by fire
before they could enter heaven. But these theses stimulated more
than mere debate, namely the entire work of the Reformation which
was to follow.

No one knows for sure whether Luther was born in 1483, al-
though the day and month were not disputed, He was born on Novem-
ber 10, and he was baptized the next day and thereby became a child
of God and an heir of everlasting life. His mother always remembered
thats The year given on his grave is 1482. But historians are well
agreed on 1483, this year having been assigned for his birth by his
brothers, especially James. (Schaff, History of the Christian Church)
And this year, now drawing quickly to a close, is being observed
nearly world-wide as his 500th anniversary. This uncertainty of years
is why you noticed a question-mark after the title and subtitle to
this column.

Nevertheless, what Luther accomplished by his work of Refor-
mation is not in doubt. Among the many concomitant blessings we
have through his work, Luther brought back to the Christian people,
in brief, the same treasures possessed by the early Christians, which
they had let slip away from them in the early centuries after Christ,--
the principle that not human-opinions and decrees but.the Word. of God
is the one and only foundation of Christian, saving faith; and the prin-
ciple or truth, the very center of all God’s Word, that a poor_si'nner' is
justified before God not by his own works of merit but alone by faith,
or confidence, in Christ Jesus. (Study in your Bible such passages as
John 8:31-32; Eph, 2:19-20; Rom, 1:16-17; Rom. 3:28; Eph. 2:8-9,)
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Visualize to yourself what an impact Luther must have made on
a Europe that was used to hearing, *‘The pope says this or that,’”
when Luther in the very first of his 95 Theses said, ‘‘When our Lord
and Master Jesus Christ says o o o

And see what it did for Luther himself when, in the Holy Scrip-
tures, he found the doctrine of justification by faith alone. Although
there were in the Middle Ages and even in Luther’s own time individ-
uals who knew and trusted in Jesus as their Savior in spite of the
work-righteousness of popery all around them, these were isolated
instances., Luther too knew of Him, but what he knew of Him we need
not guess. Luther himself says: ‘“‘In the cloister I was often fright-
ened at the very name of Jesus, and when I looked at Him on a cruci-
fix, He seemed like a bolt of lightning to me.”’ ‘‘In popery I feared
Christ more than I feared the devil,”” (Plass, This is Luther, 88) For
many years, in childhood, youth, and early manhood, typical of those
brought up in the Roman Church, Luther knew Christ the Savior only
as Christ the stern Judge. In spite of all he did in the hope of ap-
peasing God’s wrath on account of his sins, he found no hope, no
peace with God, no forgiveness or assurance of salvation.

What a change then came over Luther when he found the true
Gospel of Christ in the Holy Scriptures. For searching therein, his
eyes first fell on the passage in Romans 1:16-17: ““I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; . . . For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed FROM FAITH TO FAITH; as it is written, The just shall
live BY FAITH.”” After meditating on this good news of salvation,
Luther remarked: ‘‘The whole Scripture revealed a different counte-
nance to me., This passage in Paul opened for me the gates of Para-

dise. I felt I was born again.’’ (National Geographic, October, 1983,
438)

In this year therefore, when we observe what is very likely the
exactly 500th year of his birth, we who are heirs of the Reformation
would not even entertain the thought of wishing T.uther a happy birth-
day. For we know that, by the grace of God in Christ, through faith
he is enjoying the everlasting happiness of heaven.

How important it is for us also to know and hold fast, above all,
to this saving doctrine, so that we can be the happy children of God
not only now as we celebrate one bir thday after another, but also for-
ever with Jesus, our one and only Savior! (Psalm 16:11)

--H, David Mensing
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How Can We Best Honor
The Memory Of Martin Luther . . .

““If ye continue in My Word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.’”” —John 8:31-32

On Thursday, November 10th, we Lutheran Christians celebrated
with praise and glory to God the 500th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luth-
er's birth in Eisleben, Germany, We are certainly not alone in recog-
nizing this momentous occasion in the world’s history,'for Jiterally
millions of people have been caught up in the passion for *‘Luther
lore’’: The world’s press, together with nationally prominent maga-
zines, have devoted whole sections to Luther’s life and work, The
United States Postal Service has issued a commemorative. 'stamp in
his honor. And even the communist, officially atheistic government.
of the German Democratic Republic has spent huge sums of money to
restore and refur bish the various locales and buildings frequented by
Luther, in anticipation of the tourist traffic to East Germany on his-
torical pilgrimages. This year at least the world hails Luther as a
man ahead of his time, a social mover of men in the Age of Renais-
sance, champion of the common man, a herald of freedom of thought
and conscience, and perhaps the greatest single contributor to the de-
velopment of the modern German language. He was without doubt a
man of conviction and a bold and fearless fighter for his principles.
And yet for all the praise heaped upon Luther as a man and as a scho-
lar, his real contribution of lasting worth--his God-directed mission of
restoring to a world groping about in the darkness of popery the Holy
Scriptures in their truth and purity--this monumental work of Luther is
practically ignored.

In this sense we Christians indeed stand alone in our grateful
commemoration of Luther’s birth; for we recognize (and Luther would
certainly agree with us) that his highest, noblest, yea, most blessed
achievement under God was restoring to us the pure Word of Life, our
precious Bible, and returning us to the God-ordained principle that
Scripture alone is the only source and norm of Christian doctrine and
and practice.

And why is this formal principle of the Reformation of such great
importance to us Christians? The words of the Savior Himself, quoted
above, give us the clear and unmistakable answer to this question,
For Jesus shows us that Scnpture alone has the power to make and to
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keep us His disciples. It causes us to believe the Gospel and thus
creates justifying faith in our hearts (Rom. 10:17): and it is this ‘‘pow=-
er of God unto salvation’’ (Rom. 1:16) by which the Holy Spirit keeps
us in the true faith unto life everlasting (1 Peter 1:5). Throughout his
early life, Luther sought in vain the answer to the question: ‘“‘How can
a poor sinner be justified (that is, forgiven) before God and find peace
for his soul?’’ Not until he went to the bare words of Scripture, nota-
bly Romans chapters one and three, did he find the sweet Gospel mes-
sage of salvation by grace through faith in the merits of Christ Jesus,
totally apart from the works of the Law. When we continue in that
precious Word as our only source of faith, only then will we be and
remain Christ’s disciples indeed.

The Savior also tells us: ““If ye continue in My Word . . .
ye shall know the truth.”” HOLY SCRIPTURE, the verbally~in-
spired, infallible, inerrant and perfectly clear Word of God, is
the only source of genuine truth. Unlike the children of the
world who ask with Pilate, ‘‘What is truth? we Christians
‘““know the truth’’ when we continue in Christ’s saving Word;
and we have in that Word all-sufficient instruction for our faith
- and life, for ‘‘all Scripture is profitable . . .that the man of God
may be PERFECT, THROUGHLY FURNISHED unto all good
works.”’ (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Moreover, the Scriptures as the only source of faith and
life free us from the tyranny of man-made doctrines; for Jesus
says, ‘‘The truth shall make you free.”” The most wonderful
freedom of all is of course freedom from the curse of the Law, free-
dom from sin, death, and the power of the devil by the grace of God
through faith in Christ Jesus; and of that we have already spoken.
But when we Lutheran Christians confess that God’s Word is the only
norm or rule of Christian doctrine and practice, this position sets us
apart not only from the church of the Roman Antichrist, the Pope, but
al so from any and all churches and sects which base their faith,either
in whole or in part upon anything other than the pure Word of Gods
Thus this perfect measuring stick makes us able to judge what 1s
preached, and it frees us from the uncertainty that tosses others

about with every wind of doctrine. And it frees us also from the tyran-
ny of those who would enslave us under the Law and bind us to the
hopeless prospect of trying to merit our own salvation. Furthermore,
the Word of Christ liberates us from the confines of human reason, to
which still other false teachers of religion seek to bind their followers,
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How then can we best honor the memory of Dr, Martin Luther on
this 500th anniversary of his birth? The Savior Himself answered the
question for us: ‘““Continue in My Word!”’ Yes, let us, by God’s grace,
remain faithful to His precious Word above all things, the Word which
Luther so highly treasured, the Word whose sacred principles he so
highly treasured, the Word whose sacred principles he so staunchly
defended, And how do we do that? By using those priceless Means
of Grace with diligence, by opposing vigorously any and all errors
and errorists who vaunt themselves against the truth, by providing a
well-trained, dedicated and faithful ministry of the Word for our future
generations, and by zealously spreading the precious Gospel of Salva-
tion far and wide both personally as we are able and also through the
mission endeavors of our beloved Conference. And may we, by God’s
grace, never be numbered among those of whom the great reformer
wrote: ‘‘The Word they still shall let remain, and not a thank have
for itt’” For,

God’s Word is our great Heritage

And shall be ours forever!

To spread its light from age to age

Shall be our chief endeavor,

Through life it guides our way,

In death it is our stay.

Lord, grant while worlds endure

We keep its teachings pure

Throughout all generations! Amen (L.H. 283)
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LOUTHER fhe
FAMILY MAN...

In this the 500th anniversary year of the birth of Dr, Mar-
tin Luther much has been spoken and written about the Re form-
er’s great achievements in the Church and in society. By the
power of God Luther did indeed transform not only visible Chris-
tendom but also the culture and education of the entire Western
world. So profound was God’s work through Luther that even secular
historians cannot ignore nor deny Luther’s influence.

What is sometimes overlooked in the life and work of Luther is
that he was a good and faithful family man. This is clearly evident
in his writings and in his own personal example. We do well to ex-
amine both,

First, Luther's writings abound in instruction, advice, and coun-
sel on the family. In discussing the three estates of society Luther
put the family firste He said: ‘‘The first estate is that of parents.
They should exercise a strict control over their house and rule the
children and the household,”’ On another occasion Luther wrote: *‘If
obedience is not rendered in the homes, we shall never have a whole
city, country, principality, or kingdom well governed, For this order
in the homes is the first rule; it is the source of all other rule and
government, If, then, the root is no good, neither a good trunk nor
good fruit can fellow. For what is a city but a group of homes?. How
is an entire city to be well governed if there is no order in the homes
nay, if child, servant, and maid are disobedient there? Likevrise,
what is an entire country but a group of cities, villages, and hamlets?
If the homes are badly governed, how can an entire country be well
governed?”’

Moreover, in his high regard for the importance of the home Lu-
ther elevated and exalted as most godly work those humble and ordi-
nary tasks which accompany family life. He said: **From it (the Gos-
pel lesson) they learn how one may well serve the Lord our God in the
home and that it is not necessary to start something extraordinary, as
the anointed and shorn herd of monks has done. For a housefather
who rules his home in the fear of God, training his children and his
servants in the right way, is in a blessed and holy station of life. And
a woman who takes care of children by giving them food and drink,

96



wiping and bathing them, need not ask for a holier and godlier posi-
tion in life.”’

Secondly, however, Luther practiced what he preached. He him-
self was a good example of a family man. He made a point of getting
married so as to set an example of the freedom and blessing of mar-
riage for all, yes, even for priests, in direct contrast to Rome’s doc-
trine of devils which forbids the priests to marry. Moreover, believing
in and trusting in God’s Word that children are an heritage of the Lord,
Luther and his beloved wife Katie were -thankful for the six children
with which God had blessed them. As you and I, Luther experienced
the trials and hardships which due to sin accompany the raising of
children, When one of his children had been especially disobedient
and troublesome Luther remarked: ‘‘Child, what have you done that I
should love you so? You have disturbed the whole household with
your bawling,’’ Yet, when faced with the scorn of his neighbors when
he was hanging out diapers, Luther -replied, ‘‘Let them laugh. God
and his angels smile in heaven.,'’’

Luther’s home was a haven for his students who looked forward
to sitting at the table of their revered teacher, Luther’s home was
one of free and open discussion of the Word and of much singing of
hymns. Christmas was a time "of joyous family festivity, and no doubt
the tradition of the lighted Christmas tree, attributed to Luther, began
right in Luther’s own home., Without question Luther saw the home as
the soil for nurturing chlldren in the Christian faith, For Luther,
Christ was the center and fourdation of the home, Christ made the
seemingly impossible possible,

As we celebrate Luther’s birth and give God the glory for all
that Luther did, let us profit from the blessed instruction and example
of Luther the family man, Indeed, his example and instruction are
none other than what the Word of God enjoins when it says: ‘“Children
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father
and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) that it
may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. And,
ye fathers, provoke not your children to Wrath but bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”” - Ephesians 6:1-4.

—-E.R.S.




MEMORABLE EVENTS in the LIFE of
DR. MARTIN |
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(For November and December}

Throughout this year we have been noting some of the signifi-
cant events which took place in the life of Luther., This was done in
observance of the 500th anniversary of his birth on November 10, The
following are just a few of the events which occurred during the last

two months of the year.

November 9 — His son Martin is born in 1551,
November 10 — Luther is born in Eisleben, Germany, in 1483,

November 11 — Luther is baptized in St. Peter’s Church on the
Festival nf St, Mar tin in 1483,
November 13 — His Formula Missae appeared in 1523

November 17 — He finishes his lectures on Genesis in 154_50

December 10 — He burns the Papal Bull and other books in 1520.
December 10 - His daughter Elizabeth is born in 1527,
December 17 — His daughter Margaret is born in 1534,

December 20 ~ His wife Cather ine dies in 1552,

‘“They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”’
Acts 2:42,

God’s Word is our great heritage

And shall be ours forever; . . .

Lord, grant while worlds endure,

We keep its teachings pure

Throughout all generations. (LH: 283)

Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word

We here may live and die, dear Lord,
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.. (LH: 292)

~0.W.S.
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Beware That Thou Forget Not
The Lord Thy GOd NN PO

Moses, the man of God, spoke these words to the children of
Israel. Such an exhortation was certainly necessary for them! Only
too often, had the Israelites forgotten the Lord in the past,

After the death of Joseph, the Israelites were made the slaves
of the Egyptians. The Egyptians were very cruel to the children of
Israel and made their lives bitter with hard bondage (Exodus 1). The
Lord heard the cry of the Israelites and delivered them through Moses.
The waters of the Red Sea were separated by the Lord so that the Is-
raelites could pass through and then brought back together when Phar-
aoh and his army were in the midst of the sea (Exodus 14), Moses
then led the children of Israel into the wilderness. No sooner had
they entered into the wilderness than they began to murmur against
the Lord because they thought that they were now going to starve,
They forgot about the Lord, but the Lord did not forget about thems.
In His mercy He sent them bread from heaven and even quenched their
thirst with water from a rock (Exodus 16,17),

One would think that the Israelites would have possessed a most
remarkable and an undaunted faith having seen with their own eyes
the wonderful manifestations of God’'s almighty power. Such, however,
was not the case, Finally, when the Israelites reached Mt. Sinai, God
called Moses up to the top of the mount to give him the Ten Command-
ments, Alas, we must behold the shameful behavior of the Israelit-
es who became tired of waiting for Moses and, under the direction of
Aaron, made a golden calf which they then worshipped as the one
which brought them out of the land of Egypt. This was the gratitude
and thankfulness which the Israelites gave the Lord for all of the mar-
velous and undeserved blessings which He had bestowed upon them!
No wonder, then, Moses exhorts the Israelites, ‘‘Beware that thou for-

get not the Lord thy God,”’ is always in place for us Christians be-
cause of our sinful flesh! '

How easy it is for us to forget about God when we are full and
have an ample supply for the morrow, Solomon also recognized this
danger and he therefore writes in Proverbs, ‘‘Remove far from me van-
ity'and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food
convenient for me: lest 1 be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the
Lord? (Prov. 30:8, 9)
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Whe amouy, us can honestly state that he has not been abundant-
ly blessed with all that is necessary for our bodily welfare? None of
us has gone hungry and we have sufficient clothing and suitable shel-
ter, There is not one of us who does not have reason to say with the

Psalmist, ‘““‘O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for His mercy
endureth forever’’ {Ps. 118:1) Let us be on our guard lest we be
tempted to speak like the unbelievers and declare, ‘“My power and the
might of MINE hand hath gotten me this wealth’’ (Deut. 8:17). Re-
member, ‘“What hast thou that thou didst not receive?’’ (1 Cor. 4:7),

The LORD has given me all that I possess!

How could we enjoy our physical blessings if it were not for the
great spiritual blessings which the Lord has given us! ‘‘We brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing.out”
(1 Tim., 6:7). What foolishness when a person places his trust and
confidence in his earthly goods. How forcibly the Lord Jesus brings
this to our attention in. the parable of the certain rich man who was
going to tear down his barns and build larger ones and then say to his
soul, ‘“Soul, thou hast much goods Ilaid up for many years, take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?’’ (Luke 12:19, 20). Let us not
permit our hearts to rest upon our earthly goods, as though that were
all that we had for which to live! ‘‘Beware that thou forget not the
Lord thy God!”’

When we behold the great spiritual blessings which we have re-
ceived from the Lord, then we must exclaim with Jacob, ““I ‘am not
worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou
hast showed unto Thy servant’’ (Gen. 32:10). Because of our manifold
sins and iniquities you and I had deserved NOT God’s blessings but
only His eternal displeasure and wrath. ‘‘Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned’”’ (Rom. 5:12). But God showed His
great- love toward us by sending Jesus, His only-begotten Son, into
the world who took ALL of our sins upon Himself and bore them on
the cross. Jesus paid the debt which you and I owed God. Jesus re-
deemed us from sin, death, and the power of the devil, not with gold

or silver, but with His holy and precious blood, that we might be His
very own. ‘‘For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;

that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him’’ (2.Cor. 5:21).
Just think, we have been translated from the kingdom of darkness into
the marvelous light of Christ’s glorious Kingdom! These are bless-
ings for which we have not paid one cent! They have all been given
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to us solely and alone by the grace of God in Christ Jesus, our dear

AX UL

on our parte He has preserved His Word of Truth to us in our little
Conference. Sunday after Sunday, this Word of Truth sounds forth from
the pulpits of our congregations. We may not be able to speak of large
numbers, but we can indeed humbly and with all praise to the Lord
confess that we are all of one and the same mind regarding the teach-
ings of God’s Word (1 Cor, 1:10). God has given us His pure Word and,
thus far by His grace, that is the banner which we hold aloft. The

way has not always been smooth, but nowhere has the Lord promised
that it would be. Our flesh is not thankful for the pure Word and would

love to go back under the yoke of false doctrine, even as the Tqrnp}-
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ites wanted to return to bondage in Kgypt when they were in the wild-
erness (Fxodus 16). ‘‘Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God!~
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holy, precious blood, by being faithful hearers of His Word, believing
it with humble hearts, living according to it in our daily lives, and
spreading its wonderful message to others!

—M.L.N.

NOTICE TO
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INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the
Lord’s work more ftectlvely through cooperatlve effo

are at present Wlthout the ministry of a pastor perhaps we
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For
further information concern 11"g us and our doctrinal pOS]-
tion, caH r write:

iimot, South Dakot 57279
elephone (605) 938-471U



Face The New Church Year With Joy And Confidence

On November 27 the Christian Chur ch entered the season of Ad-
vent and began a new church years Only God knows what lies ahead
for us, our families, our churches, and our Conference, But He as-
sures us, ‘‘Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am
thy God!”’ 1Is. 41:10. In this and many other passages He gives us
strength, comfort, and peace for the unknown months ahead. There-
fore joy and confidence can dwell in our hearts as we set out on ano-
ther journey through a year of grace.

While there are tense and tragic conditions in the world, these
will not frighten us if we but fasten our eyes on the Lord as He is re-
vealed to us in His precious Word. Daily we must seek Him there and
‘on Sundays gather in our houses of worship, ‘“‘not forsaking the as-
sembling of ourselves together.”” Hebr. 10:25, In His truth we shall
find help and consolation for the future, whether it brings prosperity
or adversity, health or sickness, life or death,

What is the wonderful message that will bring us safely through
the new church year? It is the precious Gospel of our Lord and Savior.
In Luke 4, quoting from Isaiah 61, Jesus tells us that He was anointed
with the Holy Ghost and with power to preach the Gospel to the poor,
that is, to such as feel the depth and hopelessness of their spiritual
poverty and are aware of their need for help. Only in Christ can they
find true riches that last throughout eternity,

Our Lord tells us also that He has been sent to heal the broken-
hearted, namely, those crushed by sin and remorse. Only His message
of peace can heal these wounded souls. He has come to preach de-
liverance to the captives, that is, to those held by the power of sin
and the fear of the devils Through the Gospel the cords with which
their souls were held in bondage can be cut, and former slaves will
once. more he free.

Furthermore, Jesus preaches recovering of sight to the blind,
namely, to those sitting in spiritual dar kness. The Gospel opens their
eyes and shows them the way to heaven by faith in Christ, Our Lord
proclaims liberty to them that are bruised, to all slaves of sin, By
faith in Him their lJives can be molded into lives of service to God.

These are among the great truths which we shall again hear dur-
ing the new church year. As we meditate on them, may they be our
Guide and a source of comfort for the unknown days ahead! To that

end we pray.
-0 % 8,
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CHRIST
IS OUR

PEACE! - - - -

The rapid flight of time has brought us again to the joyous sea-
son of Christmas., Once more the hearts of God’s people are stirred
by the wondrous news: ‘“Unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, which is Christ, the Lord!”’ Luke 2:11,

Christmas is the blessed commemoration of the nativity of our
Lord and Savior, It is a festival of spiritual happiness and inner peace.,-
How our hearts and voices should sound forth the praises of our lov-
ing heavenly Father for the great Gift of His beloved Son, who assum-
ed human flesh and blood and, in our stead, suffered, died, and rose
again that we, through faith in Him, might enjoy the priceless bless-
ings of forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life!

We realize all too well that Christmas has come to a world filled
with tension and strife and the ever present threat of nuclear war.
There are many social and economic problems which weigh heavy on
many hearts, Yet all this should not diminish our holiday joy, for
Christmas brings with it true peace, even as Paul writes, ‘‘Christ is
our Peace!’” Fph. 2:14. The angels’ song, GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
DEQ, sounds forth with the news of the highest form of peace: deep
spiritual peace between God and man as effected by our loving Re-
deemer, the peace which passes all understanding, that peace which
cannot be changed for any material issue,

As you in spirit humbly stand at the manger bed of your God and
Lord, may you truly experience the real joy and peace of this holiday
season! May you be greatly strengthened in your faith as you ponder
anew the beautiful Christmas Gospel!

Your Editorial Committee extends to every reader best wishes
for a blessed Christmas and New Year in the Babe of Bethlehem!

"'Oow .S.
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Report on our FLeminary

By the grace of God our beloved Seminary was privileged to be-
gin a new year of theological training on Monday, October 10, 1983,
In the opening devotion Hymn 540 was sung, as has been our custom
ever since our Seminary was established 14 years ago, portions of
Proverbs 2 and 4 were read, and in a special prayer your President
implored the Lord’s blessing on the new year of teaching and learn-
ing in preparation for the highest office on earth--the Christian minis-
try. Thus God’s Word gave us inspiration and edification for our tasks
during the coming year. Confident of divine help and guidance, we
have launched forth on our work of Seminary training based alone on
Holy Scriptures.

The student body this year consists of one fulltime student, Mr.
Daniel Bloedel of Seattle, Washington, where he is a member:of St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church., Classes are held every morning, Monday
through Friday, and every afternoon, except Tuesday and Thursday.
Morning sessions start at 9 o’clock, and afternoon classes begin at
2 p.an. A devotional service is conducted every Monday morning at
10 o’clock,

During the first semester Associate Professor Mensing is teach-
ing Hermeneutics and New Testament Greek Grammar. Your Presi-
dent is teaching Dogmatics, Propaedeutics, Symbolics, New Testa-
ment Isagogics, and Homiletics. There are 30 credit hours in the
first semester.

There will be a Thanksgiving break beginning- November 24,
with classes resuming on the 28th. The Christmas recess will start
on December 16,

We rejoice with praise and gratitude to God that our Seminary
is again busy with its program of theological preparation, We ask all
our Conference members to join in this grateful expression that our
heavenly Father has answered many fervent prayers and has moved
the heart of another young man to come forward and to train for the
Christian ministry.

As we go forward in the name of the Lord, remember that the
Seminary is YOUR Seminary! Pray for it that God might bless the mu-
tual labors of faculty and student! Work for it by seeking out and en-
couraging other young men to consider the ministry as their life’s work
and support it with sacrificial gifts so that our training program may
continue to God’s glory and the welfare of the Church! God help us
all to do our part so that we and generations to come may alway® have

h d i idst!
the pure Word in our mids O. W. Schaefer, President
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r the last two years, the R
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has not paid half of the federal income tax he owed. Instead, both
years, he sent the Internal Revenue Service a letter that read in part

‘“My obligations as a Christian and a citizen are no longer reconcil-

AV AdVAMIRmWVE LUV A

able. The 50 percent of my taxes that support the military 1 cannot
pay’’ An- IRS agent visited Lundorg’s church and ordered the church
board to turn over Lundbor g ’s salary until the taxes he owed, together
interest and penalties, were paid in full, But 40 church members then
voted unanimously not to honor the IRS order.His New Haven chuch
has <7U members, including protessionals, working-class people and
students. It is downtown, near the Yale University campus. “‘I'm not
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trying to be un~-American,’”’ Lundborg said. °‘‘But if it comes to that,
1 want to be more for the world. Of course, I want the Russians to

atnn tha arme rPare tnn RBut thig ig where I 'Inn:x H’ne is where I can
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have some impact, so this is where I begin."’

!DJ"I“

» Carl Lundborg, pastor of the
. Chn

in New Hﬂvpn (‘mm--

That we Christians are

=
S

ay our taxes to the governi

are ) he g ;
obvious according to t he Word f God. This is not only c.ommanded in
such passages as: Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:5-7; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13,

14 hy nlan ahnawn 120 hiyr tha avamnla »Af tho I nard Tocne Himoenlf i
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Matt, 17:24 27. That some of our tax money may at times, be misused
by the government dare not serve as an excuse for us Christians to
pay what God requires of us! Furthermore, such abuse is fourd not
only in militaryspending. For example, our government doles out mil-
lions of tax dollars to those who are too lazy to work. Does that
mean that we should withhold a certain percentage of our tax money
because the lazy are not to be supported? (1 Tim. 5:8). The respon-

sibility rests with those whom God has ordained to be in authority.
They shall have to give account!

We have been instructed by Dr. Joseph Murphy to give you the
most exciting news you've ever heard--news of his amazing discov-

st L. YXYNIT M I A X7 MTY AT DITINTTY Bewme snlows . v erun .-..-.
ery oi: RUW 1U PRAY AND GROW RICH! And Dr, Murpu_y proinises
you results not in a year--not in a month--not in a week--but immedi-
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ately, Yes, says Dr. Murphy, ‘‘my prayer techmiques will bring you
immediate results!’”” And best of all, there’s no need to make any
choices between any particular blessings you desire, for, as Dr. Mur-
phy says, ’’you can be rich beyond limitation, and never have to
choose again!’® You will find these powerful prayer-techniques truly
beautiful, reverent and inspiring. And you will find out for yourself
that--incredible as it may seem--these prayers do work. They are an-
swered! Time and time again, skeptics have tried--simply tried--and

found to their utter amazement that Dr. Murphy truly has in his hands

the lost key to a Bible secret forgotten for ages.

The above ad has appeared in various periodicals. Dr. Murphy’s
book cost $6.95. To back up his claims he gives such examples as:
‘“how a man was able to triple his income in three months with a cer-
tain 28-word prayer that takes only ten seconds to repeat’’ (page 98).
Now where in Scripture do we find one example of the prophets and
apostles ever praying to the Lord for earthly riches??? In fact, the
Lord Jesus warns against the dangers of earthly riches. ‘It is eas-
ier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man
to enter into the kingdom of God’’ (Matt. 10:24). And the Apostle
Paul reminds us that ‘‘the love of money is the root of all evil’ (1
Tim. 6:10), and ‘“THEY THAT WILL BE RICH fall into temptation
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men
in destruction and perdition’’ (v.9). Therefore, ‘“having food and rai-
ment, let us be therewith content’’ (1 Tim. 6:8.). The things pertain-
ing to the welfare of OUR SOUL SHOULD ALWAYS BE OUR FORE-
MOST CONCERN! Let us pray for a greater appreciation of His rich-
es--God’s love in Christ--so that we mav be more zealous workers in
His Kingdom!

EESSERSSREEERN.

A new Roman Catholic-Lutheran agreement on a key issue of
the 16th century Protestant Reformation marked a further stride in de-
veloping doctrinal consensus among the churches, A series of ac-
cords between scholars of Catholicism and various branches of Pro-
testantism have been reached in recent years, and Monday's agree-
ment on the *‘Justification by faith’’ added to this accumulating con-
vergence, That issue--whether. a person’s salvation depends on hu-
man merit, such as good works, or faith in God alone--has been
a source of mutual misunderstanding ever since the churches broke
apart, ‘‘In discovering the basic onentation of the two churches or:
this question, we were able to get behind stereotypes and the histor-
ical caricatures,’”’ said a joint communique by 20 U. S. theologians.
““We can and do confess together that our hope for salvation is based
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entirely on God’s merciful action in Christ,”” The brief statement
came after. a Sept. 15-18 meeting of the dialogue team in Milwaukee,
where it concluded a five-year study, The full21,000-word report of
the conclusions will be issued after final minor editing revisions,

probably about mid-October, Thusy the details of the consensus are
not yet spelled out,

The above news item (Albany, Ore. Democrat-Herald, Sept.?20.
1983) appears to be incredible! Bnt let us not be deceived by such
‘“sheep’s clothing’’ (Matt. 7:15). The OFFICIAL confession of the
Roman Catholic Church states: ‘‘If anyone saith that justifying faith
'is nothing else but confidencein the divine mercy which remits sins
for Christ’s sake; or that this confidence alone is that whereby we are
are justified; let him be anathema’’ (Session VI, -Canon 12, The Coun-

cil of Trent). The latest edition of THE CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPE-
DIA upholds the Canons.and Decreesof the Council of Trent. The
Roman Church officially teaches that we are justified by Christ ANP
BY GOOD WORKS! But God’s Word teaches that it is by grace through

faith ALONE! *‘‘Therefore we conclude that aman is justified by faith
without the deeds of the law’’ (Rom. 3:28). See also Gal. 2:16; Eph.
2:8, 9. Grace, according to the Roman Church, is NOT A QUALITY
IN GOD, BUT A QUALITY INFUSED AND NOW DWELLING IN THE
SOUL so that man' may now do good and obtain the forgiveness of sins!
And when Rome speaks of faith they include good works. But, *‘if

by grace, Uhen it is 10 more of works otherwise grace is no more grace

But if it be of works, then is it no more grace:otherwise grace isno
more work’’ (Rom. 11:6). The Church of Rome has made no conces-

sions--the so-called Lutherans have! _MLN.
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