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GOING FORWARD in the work of the Lord requires money! As 
our congregations cannot meet their many obligations--especially the 
adequate support of the pastoral office--without money, so also our 
Concordia Lutheran Conference cannot carry out its proper and God- 
pleasing purposes without money. Our Seminary cannot continue to 
function in t.he noble work of training pastors, through whom your chil- 
dren and children’s children may be kept with the pure teachings. of 
God% Word, without money. The printed Word in the publication of 
OUT Concsrdia Lutheran, Sunday School materials, and other useful 
tracts and booklets cannot continue without money. Some small con- 
gregations who are one in faith with us cannot properly call a pastor 
and adequately support the pastoral office in their midst without extra 
money cheerfully furnished by their bret hren through a subsidy from 
our Conference. We cannot continue to attend free conferences and 
meetings with others who may be one in faith with us--that the con- 
fessional borders of our Conference might be extended--without money. 

LET OUR CONGREGATIONS, few though they may be, earnestly 
and prayerfully consider this! Let them see whether each and every 
member is able to sacrifice yet a little more that the God-pleasing 
goals of our Conference may be striven for with ever greater zeal to do 
the work which our Savior places before us day by day, to make use of 
every opportunity which He gives us, to reach out for those who may 
be one in faith with us and thus to strengthen the bulwarks of Zion in 
these last and evil days of the world, to help others have the precious 
Word of God preached to them regularly and consistently by enabling 
them to call faithful pastors and thus to establish the office of the 
ministry in their midst, and eagerly to render financial assistance to 
the needs of our Seminary, its professors and prospective students, 
that a future ministry may emerge and continue to hold aloft the Lamp 
of Life in all its brilliance and vitality. 

CAN YOU THINK of any better way to use the money which the 
Lord, your God, has given you-- and to give it out of love for your 
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Savior in whom you have the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, 
according to the riches of His grace? Consider all of the unnecessary 
things which you buy and spend money for day after day as you con- 
tinue to live out the days and years of your life and expend your time 
of grace here on earth --while need,s like those mentioned above and 
opportunities to help and meet those needs are offered to you--and 
then pray earnestly and fervently’: 

““Oh, haste to help ere we are lost! 
Send preachers forth, in spirit strong, 
Armed with Thy Word, a dauntless host, 
Bold to attack the rule of wrong; 
Let them the earth for Thee reclaim, 
Thy heritage, to know Thy name. 

And let Thy Word have speedy course, 
Through every land be glorified, 
Till all the heathen know its force 
And fill Thy churches far and wide. 
Oh, spread the conquest of Thy Word 
And let Thy Kingdom come, dear Lord! Amen 

(L. tt 494:3,4.) 

Rev. Paul 1X. Bloedel, President 
Concordi a Lut heran Conference 

H 
A hearty welcome awaits you at Tinley Park, where the 32nd an- 

nual convention of our Conference is to be held this year, June 24, 25, 
and 26 (with the Board meeting on June 23, and the Pastoral Confer- 
ence on June 22.) This hospitality is our Christian duty but especial- 
ly our privilege, as the Word of the Lord repeatedly reminds us. (1 Tim. 
3:2; 1 Pet. 4:9; Rom. 12:13) 

Peace Congregation is therefore now, in the post-Easter season, 
working on plans to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of the 
various pastoral and lay delegates as we11 as the visitors (other than 
delegates) coming from our sister congregations. Our men are preparing 
for the overnight housing of these our brethren, Our ladies too are 
working together to provide the necessary and enjoyable sustenance at 
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meal times not only for our brethren but also for those visitors who are 
interested in our Conference but are not yet in confessional fellowship 
with us. 

The pastors of our churches will be receiving the usual printed 
forms to provide us with the names of delegtes and visitors planning 
to come. Please inform your past or of your plans, including the names 
of all individuals from your midst, your mode of travel, and the place 
and time of your arrival. He wi 11 then be able to relay this informat ion 
to us in ample time before the convention, so that we can be ready for 
the convention, so that we can be ready for your proper provision. 

Interested visitors not yet of our declared fellowship are also 
most cordially welcomed to the convention. While we are not able to 
provide them housing, we will be happy to reserve nearby motels for 
them, provided they definitely notify the local pastor in advance. 

The dear Lord, for .Jesus’ sake, be with all of you to give you 
safe and pleasant traveling. And may He graciously grant us al1 a 
blessed convention to His glory! 

H, David Mensing, Pastor 
Peace Ev, Lutheran Church 

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(‘cnlrdl Avenue ut 171sf Plucc / Tinlcy Pitrlf. 111’ rnois 60477 / ('Area 312) .512-428X 

Rev. l-1. David Mensing, Pastor Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, Assistant Pestor 
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The 32nd Annual Convention 
of the 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 

JUNE 24,25,26,1983 
vLOlrO?ewe 

ESSAY 

True Christian Fellowship-A Mark of Orthodoxy 
A?rof. 0. hi Schaefer 

d- me 

CONVENTION MOTTO 

lOy IN TRUE C;HRISTIAN FEI,L,OM;'SHIP . 

Pastoral Conference on June 22 
Board of Directors' Meeting on June 23 

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
C’cntral Avcnuc nt 17ist I’~QCC / Tinlcy PLITI(, illini.lix 60477 / (Arco 3/2) 532-433 

Rev. t-i. David Mensing, Pastor Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, Assistant Pastor 



MEMORABLE EVENTS in the LIFE of 
DR. MARTtN LUTHER- 

In this last issue we began to note some of the significant events 
which took place in the life of Luther. We are doing so in observance 
of the 500th anniversary of his birth in November of this year, 

(For: MARCkl and APRIL) 

March 6 

March 9 

March 13 

March 25 

March 26 

March 28 

April 3 

April 4 

April 17 

April 30 

- 

- 

Luther leaves the Wartburg and returns to Wittenberg 
in 1522. 

Receives B.D. degree at the University of Erfurt in 
1509. 

Completes his lectures on Galatians in 1517. 

Wrote AGAINST THE PAPACY, FOUNDED BY THE 
DEVIL, in 1545. 

Summoned to appear at the Diet of Worms in 1521. 

Wrote his DtSSERTATION ON THE LORD’S SUPPER, 
in 1528. 

Is ordained as priest in 15 07. 

Katherine von Bora, his future wife, leaves the con- 
vent in 1523. 

The hearing before the Diet of Worms in 1521. 

Enters the University of Erfurt in 1501. 

YRemember them . S e who have spoken unto you the word of God.“’ 
Hebrews 1’3~7. 

Preserve Thy &ord, 0 Savior, 
To us this latter day 
And let Thy kingdom fl ourish I 
Enlarge Thy Church, we pray 
Ch, keep our faith from failing, 
Keep hope% bright star aglow, 
Let naught from Thy Word turn us 
While wand? ing here below. 
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(For: MAY and JJNE) 

May 4 - 

May 4 - 

May 11 - 

May 16 - 

May 26 - 

May 29 - 

June 7 - 

June 13 - 

June 30 - 

Luther is taken to the Wartburg in 1521. 

His daughter Magdalene is born in 1529. 

The Augsburg Confession is submitted to him 
for approval in 1530. 
The Small Catwhism appears on the market in 1529, 

The Edict of Worms is issued, banning Luther in 
1521. 
Luther’s father, Hans, dies in 1530, 

Luther’s son J ohn is born in 1526. 

Luther marries Katherina von Dora in 1525. 

Luther’s mother, Margaretha, dies in 1531. 

“They that turn many to righteousness (shall shine) 
as the stars forever and ever.“” Daniel H:s. 

Preserve Thy Word and preaching, 
The truth that makes us whole, 
The mirror of Thy glory, 
The power that saves the soul. 
Oh, may this living water, 
This dew of heavenly grace, 
Sustain us while here living 
Until we see Thy face 

How precious is the Book divine, 
By inspiration giv’n! 
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine 
To guide our souls to heav’n. 

(LH 2&w) 

Word of the ever-living God, 
Will of His glorious Son; 
Without thee, how could earth be trod 
Or heaven itself be won? 

Lord, grant us all aright to learn 
The wisdom it imparts 
And to its heavenly teaching turn 
With simple, childlike hearts. 

(LH 291: vss, 4 a.nd 5) 

--aws. 
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During this year of the 500th anniversary of Luther% birth the 
country where he lived, preached, taught, and made history has been 
busy for months making preparations for the Jubilee observance. Both 
East and West Germany plan to make historic Luther sites as pesent- 
able as possible for the tourists they hope to attract throughout this 
year. Churches, homes, and other structures are being given a face- 
lift and restoration after many years of neglect. 

The German Democratic Republic government of East Germany 
formally organized a Luther Committee with 100 members from civic, 
social, and church groups. It regards Luther not as a religious reform- 
er, but as ‘*the first founder of the Marxist worker and peasant state.” 
Festivities open on May 4 with a festival in the courtyard of,the Wart- 
burg Castle in Eisenach, Seven church festivals are also scheduled 
in Erfurt, Rosrock, Frarakfurt, Eisleben, Magdeburg, Dresden, and 
Wittenberg. The se events~ are intended to stimulate ‘East Germans to 
return to reading the Ribie. Church leaders from West Germany will 
send representatives to these festive occasions. 

Key places for the Luther celebration in West Germany will be 
Worms, CoErurg, Augsburg, and Nuremberg. In Worms on October 30 
the main event will open the annual synod of the Evsngelical Church 
in Germany. In the local museum the room where Luther stayed during 
the Diet of 1~521 will be open to the public. In Coburg aart and drama 
exhibits will be displayed from April to October. Augsburg will ob- 
serve the Jubilee June 24 - 26 with a play entitled LUTHER., THE 
NIGHTINGALE FROM WITTEN’RERG. In Nuremberg 400 exhibits 
will present ““MARTIN EBJTHER AND THE REFORMATION.” Here 
also an international organ festival will take place from June 23 to 
July 3. 

Other cities in West Germany will lay stress on such themes as 
Luther’s contemporaries, his relation to Music, and the place of Wint- 
ing in the work of the Reformation. Concerning the Iatter, an announ) - 
cement has been made that this year the 102nd and final volume of 
the Weimar edition of Luther’s works will be published in Tuebingen. 

Recently a bishop in West Germany remarked that a great amount 
of study about Luther is being generated by his jubilee in 1983, and 
he added, ““It is time for Luther to be rediscovered!” Would that all 
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people might know Luther for what he really was: not the fighter fsr 
the common man, not the founder of a new church, not a radical or 
rabble-rouser, but the humble, gifted servant of the Lord who by His 
grace and power restored the precious Gospel to its proper place and 

gave people the open Bible with its blessings of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation by faith in Jesus Christ alone. Luther can best be hon- 
ored by believing in and living according to all the Bible teachings 
which he so nobly upheld and defended. 
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CHURCH UNITY 
ts it n n m 

Of the true members of the Christian Church, that is, of all who, 
recognize their sinful and lost condition, truly believe in Christ Jes- 
US as their only Savior, St. Paul writes: “Ye are all ONE in Christ 
Jesus. ” (Gal. 3128) “But why then,“’ people frequently ask, “are 
there so many DIVISIONS in outward Christendom, between congrega- 
tions and in and between church bodies?” 

Many people undoubtedly forget or do not even know that Christ 
cannot be divided or divorced from His Word. Jesus says, Mark 8:38: 
“Whosoever shall be ashamed of ME AND MY WCRDS . . .” And again 
““If ye COVTZNUE IN MY WORD, then are ye my disciples indeed, and 
ye shall know THE TRUTH, and the truth shall make you free.” 

It is therefore (&d’s will and command that in His church on 
earth, His Word be preached, believed and confessed in truth and pur- 
ity, without adulteration. In Chri St’s church nobody should utter his 
own, but ONLY GOD’S WORD. (1 Peter 4:ll) All other teaching is 
strictly forbidden, as the Apostle writes to Timothy: “. . . teach no 
other doctrine.” (I Tim. 1~3) I-lad the Christians since early times a- 
bided by this only source and norm of Christian doctrine, neither the 
Papacy nor any other sects could have arisen. 

Divisions, already in the Apostolic Church and also later on, 
arose because men refused to recognize the Word of the 4postles and 
prophets as the Word of God, the only source and norm of Christian 
doctrine, and substituted for this Word their own notions. (Eph. 2:20; 
2 ‘Il~es;s. 2:7a). This is plainly stated in Romans f&17: “‘Now I be- 
seech you, brethren, mark them WHK3 CAUSE’.DfVISHDLS and offences 
CONTRARY TO THE DGXTRlNE which ye have lear; ned; and avoid 
them. ” The doctrine which ,the Roman Christians had learned is the 
doctrine of the Apost ‘Les and Prophets, or simply Bible doctrine. And 
note well, the divisions and offences in the church are caused not by 

those who hold fast to Rible doctrine but by thos.e who teach contrary 
to it. Every persistent false doctrine is therefore divisive of church 
fellowship, disruptive of that perfect unity which is exactly defined in 
1 Cor. f:iO and 13a: “NOW I beseech you, brethcn, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that’ there be 
no div jbions among YOU; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. Is Christ divided?” 
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And above, we have used the word t5persistent” because this 
thought is actually included in the words of Rom. I6:17. For in the 
original Greek of this text the words, ‘which cause” is but one word, 
POIOUNTAS, precisely translated “who KEEP ON CAUSING”, this 
present participle in Greek pointing. to CONTINUED ACTION,. There 
fore we confess in the BRIEF STATRMENT of 1932, paragraph ‘29: 
“A church does not forfeit its orthodox character through the casual 
intrusion of errors, provided these are combated and eventually remov-, 
ed by means of doctrinal discipline.” (Acts 20:30; 1 Tim. 1:3; Gal. 6~1) 

In our day, unionists and ecumenists, who disobey God’s com- 
mand ‘*avoid them” in Ram. %6:17, often try to put clearly-revealed 
doctrines of Scripture about which there is any dispute into the classi 
fication of OPEN QUESTlONS. But that is a sinful trifling with God’s 
Word. So-called open questions are questions RELATED TO Chris- 
tian doctrines which Scripture answers either not at ail or not clearly; 
for example: ‘@On which of the six days of creation did God create the 
angels ?” This is indeed an open question, one about which the Chris- 
tian must answer, ‘“I don’t know,” because God’s Word is silent on 
that question. The matter of open questions is also set forth correctly 
in our BRIEF STATEMENT, paragraph 44: ‘&Those questions in the 
domain of Christian doctrine may be termed open questions which Scrip- 
ture answers either not at ail or not clearly. Since neither an individ- 
ual nor the Church as a whole is permitted to develop or augment the 
Christian doctrine, but are rather ordered and commanded by God to con- 
tinue in the doctrine of the apostles, 2 Thess. X15; Acts 2:42, open 
questions. --Not to be included in the number of open questions are 
the following: the doctrine of the Church and the Ministry, of Sunday, 
of Chiliasm, and of Antichrist, these doctrines being clearly defined in 
Scripture.” 

4LD.M. 
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Walther on Unity 
and, Fellowship 

One of the great Lutheran theologians of the 19th century 
was Dr .C. F. W. Walther, the first President of the then orthodox 
Missouri Synod and also President of Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, for many years. He was an outstanding preacher and a 
skilled writer. Most precious to him were the Holy Scriptures, 
followed ciosely by the Confessions of the Lutheran Church, of 
which he valued :he Augsburg Confession most highly. 

This Scriptural stance of Walther is very evident, for exam- 
ple, in what he had to say on the subject of Unity and Fellcw- 
ship. This was a prominent theme in many of his writings, since 
isolation, separatism, and dissension were obnoxious to him. 
The following excerpts closely reveal his views in this doctrinal 
area. 

“How dare we hope to be preserved in the fellowship of 
one faith, one mind and one voice if we despise an external un- 
ion with those who now share our same confession before the 
world when such union is possible? I . . An inner longing urges 
us to pursue unity with all Christians, especially with those who 
carry before them the same confessional banner. . e . You dare 
not break away from your present (Synod or Conference) until 
you have exhausted every means at your command to convince 
them of their error and to restore them, without result, or until 
they have you run out as disturbers of the peace, rabble-rousers, 
and the like because of your witness for the truth against error. 

Athanasius, Luther, Chemnitz and others, who despised 
kvery unity of person without unity in truth, have accomplished 
not only great. blessings but great unity. . c . Our treasure is 
not our SIZE but rather our UNITY IN DOCTRINE and that both 
in pastoral as well as in ecclesiastical practice. . e (1 There 
is probably no better sublime evidence of the truly irenic and 
conservative sense of Lutheranism than the Augsburg Confes- 
sion.” (WALTHER SPEAKS TO THE CHURCH., Carl S. Mey- 
er, ed,) 

These are but a few of the significant statements which 
Walther made on the subject of Unity and Fellowship. His posi- 
tion was also given wide publicity in the religious periodical 
which he founded, DER LUTHERANER.. In an issue noting the 
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300th anniversary of Luther9s death Walther wrote: “Let us give 
the hand of brotherhood to and unite also publicly before the 
world with all1 those who, for the joint prosecution of the work 
of the Lord? will remain with us in the old doctrine and Church 
and contend with us for these treasures.” These words re-echo 
the Formula of Concord, which declares: “We are anxious to 
advance that unity . . . by which His glory remains to God un- 
injured (and) nothing of the divine truth of the holy Gospel is 
surrendered ! ” for such unity let us pray and work! 

-0.w .s. 



And the Lord God sad,“lf a”s not good fhuf the man should be 
ufone; I will merke him an help meet for him. ‘@ ?%er&re shall 
0 marl *a. cfewe unto his wife: cd they shall be one flesh. 

-Genesi,s 2~18 and 24. 

When Martin Luther entered the Augustinian monastery in Erfurt 
in 1505 seeking God9s forgiveness and favor in the life of a monk, he 
willingly took a vow of celibacy-- a promise to keep himself sexually 
pure and never to marry. In those early days, Luther regarded that vow 
and its fulfillment a particularly good work pleasing to God and certain 
to EARN him God’s mercy. For this is what he had been taught by the 
Church of Rome, which still to this day requires celibacy of those who 
would enter its ““holy orders”. Ironically that requirement had the OP- 
POSITE result of what it had been intended to achieve , for it contribu- 
ted to a state of blatant, open immorality among the clergy frcxn the top 
on down, from the Pope himself to the local parish priest. Neverthe- 
less as late as 1518, Luther said in a wedding sermon that Christ and 
His -Apostles ADVISED celibacy, and that if a man can contain himself, 
remaining unmarried is to be PREFFERRED over marriage. 

Rut as Luther grew in grace and in the knowledge of the Savior 
from the Moly Scriptures, he soon recognized enforced celibacy as “a- 
gainst the command of God and Christian liberty” an “devilish in 
reality”, the work of Satan himself, as St. Paul describes it in I Tim@ 
thy 4:3. He regarded the requirement of celibacy a godless and unna- 
tural ordinance and actively advised former monks and nuns to renounce 
their unscriptural vow and to marry. Slanderers of Luther have written 
that he left the Roman Church because of uncontrollable lust or incon- 
tinence, but such charges are completely unfounded, vicious lies, for 
e.ven his enemies could find nothing in his personal life of which ‘to 
complain, and only many years after his death were such lies invented 
to try to impeach hi.s character and Christian reputation, No, Luther 
was in no “hurry” to take a wife, for he did not marry until 1525, a full 
five years after he publicly burned papal writings including those re- 
quiring clerical celibacy. 

Luther’s friends often encouraged him to take a wife. IIis father, 
too, had expressed the desire to see his famous son marry and give him 
grandchildren. .Dut Luther had no desire to marry for purely PERSONAL 
reasons. Apparently his long period of self-discipline as a monk had 
made him well able to control the desires of his flesh by meditation in 
the Word of God and by prayer. Moreover the threat of death constantly 
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hung over him, as he once said: “Not that I lack the feelings of a man 
(for I am neither wood nor stone), but my mind is averse to marriage be- 
cause I daily expect the death decreed to the heretic.” As was his 
way as a Christian, he more often thought of others than of himself. 

Nevertheless Luther finally became convinced that it was his 
DUTY to take this step himself and thus to testify to the world that 
marriage is a HOLY estate, INSTITUTED BY GOD IIXMSELF, and is 
“HONORABLE in all”” (Hebrews 13:4). “‘I would confirm by my exam- 
ple ‘what I have taught,” he wrote, Thus the reformer’s marriage was 
more an act of faith and confession than of personal need. 

Luther married Catherine von Bora, a former nun, who had been 
sent by her widowed father to live in a convent when she was only five 
years old y On Easter eve, 1523, she and eight other nuns escaped 
from the convent at Nimptsch and fled to Wittenberg, where Catherine 
found refuge in the home of the city clerk. Here Dr. Luther became 
acquainted with her. Be so admired her Christian character, her piety, 
intelligence, energy and thrift that he considered her worthy to be the 
wife of a pastor. Me even tried to arrange a marriage for her with a 
nearby colleague. But Catherine had tastes of her own and had already 
set her sights on either Professor Amsdorf or on Luther himself. And 
the Lord Himself saw to it that the Reformer was blessed with a faith- 
ful and devoted wife. 

On the evening of June 13, 1525, Luther invited his Friends Bug- 
enhagen, Jonas, Apel, and the artist Cranach and his wife to his home 
at the university in Wittenberg, and in their presence he was married to 
Catherine, Pastor Bugenhagen performing the ceremony. On June 27th 
a Fedding feast was held to which all their friends were invited, in- 
cluding Luther’s dear, delighted father and mother, 

Luther’s marriage was a happy and blessed one, Luther and his 
“rib”, as he affectionately called his dear Kate, were to be the par- 
ents of six children, four of whom survived their father, Catherine was 
a faithful and loving mate, and Luther greatly valued her efficiency as 
the manger of his household. ‘She became his best friend and cornfore 
especially in times of trial and tribulation, and stood by him by ‘God’s 

grace with determination and strength. ““The greatest of earthly bless- 
ings,” Luther wrote, ‘9s a pious and amiable wife, who fears God and 
loves her family, one with whom a man may live in peace, and in whom 
he may repose perfect confidence.” 

David T, Mensing, c..r.m. 
(Submitted through his pastor) 
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0 blessed home where man and wife 
Together lead a godly life, 
By deeds their faith confessing! 
There many a happy day is spent, 
There Jesus gladly will consent 
Ts tarry with His blessing. (Hymn 624) 

In order to enjoy God’s blessings in the home, it is necessary 
that those within the home strive to follow God’s Word and thus seek to 
bring forth the fruits of their faith in Jesus as their Savior from sin, 
death and hell. 

Let us look at those passages of Rely Writ in which we are told 
of the duties and responsibilities of the h-usband, the wife, and the 
children. 

THE HUSBAND 

“Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.” 
‘“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and 
gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.” 
(Eph, 925-28). The Christian husband who thus loves his wife even as 
Christ loved “Ehe Church will seek to guard against any bitterness which 
attempts to creep in and spoil the relationship which the Will of God 
demands. 

While the husband is to love his wife, under no circumstances 
dare he place her before the Lord Jesus and His Word. Here the words 
of the Savior apply, “he that loveth father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me”’ (Matt. l&37). 

While the Scriptures teach that the husband is the head of the 
wife, he is not to treat her as a slave. The Christian husband is not 
to be a tyrant nor is he to be harsh, cruel, or rude to her. He is to hon- 
or his wife as his God-given helpmate. “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell 
with them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto 
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the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; 
that your prayers be not hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). Remember how kindly 
.Eikanah, the husband of Hannah, dealt with her when she was so sorely 
grieved because the Lord had not blessed her with children! (1 Sam. 1: 

8). 
It is the sacred duty of a husband, when physically and mentally 

able to do so, to provide for his wife and children. Not that he must 
provide innumerable, unnecessary luxuries, but that ;ihe wife and chil- 
dren have sufficient for their daily needs. Whoever is able to do that 
and does not, but spends his money on his own selfish whims, or is un- 
willing and too lazy to support his wife and children, stands condemned 
by the Lord through the pen of the Apostle who says, “But if any pro- 
vide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infid e?’ (1 Tim. 8:8), 

While many fathers may fulfil the obligation to provide for the 
physical welfare of their family, they fail most miserably in the most 
important duty which God had laid upon them--bringing up their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The spiritual welfare 
of the children is laid principally upon the father as the head of the 
house. (See Eph. 6:4 and Cal, 3521). It is not only the Scriptural duty 
of the father to see to it that his children attend Sunday School and 
Church, but it is also the Scriptural duty of the father to set a God- 
pleasing example through faithful attendance in God’s House! And the 
father will seek to attend that congregation where the Word of the Lord 
is taught in all of its truth and purity. Such a faithful Christian father 
will also strive to remember his children in his prayers, unto their end 
for I&us9 sake. 

THE WIFE 

“Wives submit yourselves unto ,your own husbands, as it is fit in 
the Lord” (Col. 3%). “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
bands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as’ Christ is the head of the Church: and He is the Savior of the Body, 
Therefore as the Church is subject unto Christ so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in every thing” (Eph. 5~22-24). As Dr. George 
Stoeckhardt (1842-1913) very aptly points out in his Comment.ary on 
Ephesians, “Even as Christ leads and rules His Church. so al so in 
holy wedlock the husband governs and has the chief responsibility. 
Therefore it is the duty of the wife to submit to her husband,” When, 
however, the husband demands that the wife do something which is con= 
trary to the Word of God, then, she must declare with the Apostle Pet- 
er, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5129). 
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The wife is not a slave, nor is she to be treated as one. She, 
together with her Christian husband, will inherit everlasting life. (See 
1 Pet. 3:7). Therefore she should seek to assist her husband in bring- 
ing their children up in the nurture and admonition of the ‘Lord by bring- 

ing them to Jesus in Holy Baptism and by constantly impressing upon 
their hearts that they are only strangers and pilgrims here and that they 
should fix their gaze not on worldly possessions, but on the heavenly 
mansiuns which awaits all those who have washed their robes and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 

The attributes of a good wife and mother are very fittingly de- 
scribed in the last chapter of Proverbs, “Who can find a virtuous wom- 
an? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth 
safely trust in her. . . She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call 
her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters 
have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favor is deceitful 
and beauty is vain; but a. woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praised” . . b (‘319 &3f) . . And lest anyone ever think that the New Te+ 
tament i s at variance with the Old Testament on this point, let that 
person note what the Apostle Paul writes to Titus, “But speak thou the 
things which become sound d0ctrin.e . . . that they may teach the young 
women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,, to 
be discreet’ chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own hus- 
bands, that the Word of God benot blaspheme’d” (2%5). The Christian 
wife and mother who thus gives ditigent heed to strive after the virtues 
with which the Scriptures characterize her, is truly like the “w-ise wo- 
man who buildeth her house.‘” (Prove 14:1). 

THE CHILDREN 

“Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is wed1 pleas- 
ing unto the Lord” (Col. 3~20). “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise” that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth” (Eph, 6:1-3). Obedience is demanded 
from the children in all things; nothing is excluded, except the limita- 
tion. hi;ich tl 3e Iord Himself has set, namely, ‘“We ought to obey God 
rather than men”’ (Acts 5: Z9). 

Christian children are to learn to obey their parents IN THE 
LORD--they should be motivated by the Spirit of Christ! And when- 
ever children obey their parents, they are actually obeying God, for the 
parents are, after all, THE REPRESENTATIVES OF GOD. Let Chris- 
tian children constantly remind themselves of this Scriptural truth, 
especially, when they are tempted to be disrespectful to their parents 
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by talking back to them in a disrespectful manner and disregarding their 
authority. Utter disregard for the authority of the parents is one of the 
signs of the last days heralding the final coming of the Lord Jesus. 
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For 
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covet-ous,, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS”. . * (2 Tim. 3,2). 

Christian children should never forget all of the blessings which 
t.he Lord has bestowed upon them through their parents. In his Large 
Catechism, Dr, Luther urges children to think of this, ‘“It is our duty 
before the world to be grateful for benefits and every good which we 
have of our parents . . . there is no child that understands and consid- 
ers this what the parents have endured while nourishing and fostering. 
him, except the Holy Ghost grant him this grace. God knows very well 
this perverseness of the world, therefore He admonishes and urges by 
comtiandments that every one consider what his parents have done for 
him, and he will find that he has from them body and life, moreover, 
that he has been fed and reared when otherwise he would have perish-= 
edv9 (Con. Trig., page 617). 

What our Savior says in Matthew 5:16, ‘“Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven,” al so aPplies to the conduct of the husband, wife 
and children in the home ! ! Where parents and the children live t.oget her 
in peace and harmony, the outsiders invariably take note of such con- 
duct., For the unbelievers are fully aware of the old adage, “‘Actions 
speak louder than words.99 When all within the home strive to follow 
the Word of Christ, then the unbelievers can see the effect of the @OS- 
gel and it may encourage them to learn about that Word which can do 
such wondrous things. Therefore-- 

Let each his lesson learn with care, 

And all the household well shail fare, 

-M.L.N. 
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Are YOU u Living E&t/e ? 
There are many passages in Scripture which speak of the whole- 

some influence which Christians are to exert in this life, When the 
Lord called His followers *‘salt of the earth” and “the light of the 
world” (Matt. 5:13-14), He indicated to them that they are to be influ- 
ential in serving t.he best interests of His kingdom. 

The apostle Paul also pointed out to the Corinthians that all 
those who accepted the truth which he preached were a testimonial or 
living credentials, In his second letter to these Christians he said, 
““Ye are our epistle . e ‘L known and read of all men . , . written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, 
but in fleshy tables of the heart. 1”” What better letters of recommenda- 
tion could Paul have for the truth of His preaching than those who heard 
his message and believed in Christ as their Savior? 

When Peter and John were arrested for their faith in the Lord, the 
Jews were impressed by their message and conduct during their trial. 
In Acts 4~13 we read: ““They took knowledge of t.hem that they had been 
with Jesus!‘” Their words and actions testified to their close associa- 
tion with the Savior, 

How is it with you ? Can others observe that you are closely as- 
sociated with the Lord? People outside of the Church .are quick to 
take note of all they see in the lives of professed Christians. If be- 
lievers want to make the testimony of their lives effective they must 
support it. with the testimony of their lives. It will not be easy for the 
children of the world to withstand the influence of a sincere, Christ- 
like life. 

Are you a living epist le and a good letter of recommendation? 
As others hear what you say and observe what you do, can they state, 
“They have been with the Lord?‘” Do you glorify God in your home, at 
work, and at play through your words and deeds? The Christian life is 
not a one-day-a-week thing, but a daily process and a continuing ex- 
perience. It means to stand up before friend and foe alike and to be 
the same whether approved or despised. For the believer daily compan- 
ionship with Jesus means a faith that clings to Him at all times and is 
graciously rewarded with everlasting life. For those who observe be- 
lievers it means an influence that can lead them to salvation and to 
heaven itself. 

May every true follower of Christ pray daily, 0 God, keep me from 
being a stumbling-block to others, but help me so to live that they will 
see my Savior in me ! 

--o.w.‘s. 
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For the second year in the history of our Seminary in Tinley Park 
there has been no usual school term from September to June because of 
a lack of students. Last year% convention, however, resolved to con- 
tinue our beloved institution and its theological training program and 
placed the Faculty on a work “Sabbatical” under a framework of var- 
ious projects. We are grateful that the Conference decided to keep our 
Seminary open and always ready to welcome qualified students for the 
vital work of the Christian ministry. 

On the subject of prospective students, there has been, at this 
writing, a happy development. It is with gratitude to the Lord that we 
are able to report that we have received an application from a young 
man who is a member of our congregation in Seattle, Washington, He 
desires to enter our Seminary in t.he fall and pursue his theological 
studies on a fulltime basis, In an accompanying letter he indicated 

that the IIo1.y Ghost has through the Word fed him to the conviction that 
he can best use his talents for the Lord as a minister of the Gospel. 
We are happy that God has answered many prayers concerning our need 
for students to become faithful pastors in our midst. At present his 
application is being processed by your President and the Chairman of 
the Committee on Theol. Education, We beseech the prayers of all our 
Conference members on behalf of the Faculty and new student as our 
training pcogram, God willing, is reactivated to His glory and the wel- 
fare of His kingdom. 

A more complete report on our Seminary will be given at our an- 
nual convention in Tinley Park,IL, June 24-26, 1983. Delegates and 
visitors will hear it firsthand, and all our Conference members will find 
the report in the 1983 Proceedings to be published later this year and 
thus be able to read and study it at home. 

All matters pertaining to our Seminary will be discussed in detail 
and acted upon by the delegates in convention assembled. This will 
require fervent prayer by all toget her with thorough Chri stian analysis 
and sound and wise decisions, With regard to all our discussions and 
resolutions may the Word of the Lord be our sole Guide! 

In the meantime, let us continue to pray and to give for this vital 
work so that “the generations to come might know!“” (Ps 78x5) 

--0. W. Schaefer, Pres. 
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Thoughts 
OII “The First Pentecost- 

The Feast of Pentecost is the Festival af the Holy Ghost. And 
the day of celebrating, considering, and rejoicing in the Holy Spirit and 
His power, Rrson, and work was chosen in commemoration of that day 
50 days after Christ% resurrection on which the Holy Ghost was espe- 
cially poured out upon t he disciples in Jerusalem and when, t hrough 
their preaching, 3,000 souls were added to the Church (Acts 2~1-41). 
Many people refer to this day so long ago as the birthday of the Chris- 
tian Church and the First l+ntecost 

We do not reject the application of these titles to this day of 
Acts chapter 2, but we must be careful that we do not allow such com- 
mon and, in fact, imprecise reference to be a cause for misunderstand- 
ing, A festival known as Pentecost already existed at the time of Acts 
2-it was the occasion which brought many of different nationalities to- 
gether in Jerusalem that day. The observance of this festival dated 
back to the time of Moses, when it was known as the Feast of Weeks 
(Pentecost is from a Greek word meaning fiftieth.), and was one of three 
festivals required by God for His people between the time of Moses and 
that of Christ’s victory over sin, death, and the devil 6x. 23~16; 34:22; 
Lev. 23:lSff ; Num. 28~26; Deut. 16’:lO; Col. 2:16,17). It is not for its 

name, but for its purpose and focus that we refer to the event in Acts 
2 as the First Pentecost. The purpose of the required Old Testament 
Pentecost was to offer and thank God for the first fruits of harvest. 
The focus of the freely celebrated Pentecost in New Testament times 
is the Person and work of the Holy Ghost. 

But a serious misunderstanding wouid exist if we would think of 
“the birthday of the Christian Church” and “the First Pentecost” (even 
with its focus on the Holy Ghost) as if before then there were no Chris- 
tian Church or no work (or person) of the Holy Ghost, The Spirit of 

God moved upon the waters at CREA’TION (Gen. 1:2), the Psalm- 
i st spoke of the Spirit’s omnipresence (Ps. 139:7 and of His goodness 
Ps, 143:10), and Isaiah preached and was sent “by the Lord God and 
his Spirit.” (Is. 47:16; 61~1). Likewise, the Christian Church also ex- 
isted before the Pentecost of Acts 2. Not only were there 120 believ- 
ers already in Jerusalem (Acts 1:16), but “‘Abraham believed God and 
it was counted unto him for righteousness.‘” (Rom. 433). The Book of 

Hebrews, chapter 11, gives a whole list of Old Testament figures and 
then says,, ““These all died IN FAITH.” (Heb. 11:123) For this it is 
more precise to say Pentecost is the birthday of the NEW TESTAMENT 
Church. 
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Yet even here we must be careful not to set up a wall of separa- 
tion between the Church of the Old Testament and that of the New. 
There is and ever has been only one Church. The only difference is 
one of temporal human perspective, They looked ahead to the coming 
fulfillment of promise; we look back to the completed fulfillment of 
promi se. The whole Christian Church of all times, from the beginning 
(Gen. 39.5) until now, has believed in one and the same Savior and 
Messiah, Jesus Christ. the Son of God. To be sure, not all have known 
the Greek form of His name (Christos), nor the exact place and year of 
His birth; but all have trusted in the Gne who was divine yet also the 
Seed of the woman who, though He would suffer greatly, would never- 
theless conquer and crush sin, death, and the devil. And, yes, the 
Lord laid special requirements upon those members who lived between 
the time of Abraham and that of Christ which were not required of Chris- 
tians before or since; but such ceremonial observances never were of 
the essence of faith, for Abraham was a member of the Church BEFORE 
his circumcision. (Rom. 4:3-l I) 

Why is this important? Because there are some who would like 
to limit the promises of God for His entire Church merely to some par- 
ticular visible manifestation of the Church. Consider, for example, 
the Roman Catholic Church, which calls itself the Church outside of 
which there is no salvation. Or consider the Jews of today, who false- 
ly contend that we have forsaken the covenant of Abraham. Or consid- 
er the evolutionists, who claim that our faith is but an evolutionary 
product of human thought and mythology, a temporal development of the 
Jewish religion soon to be followed by something else (like *‘en l.ight- 
ened sei.entific reason”). 

And so, though we use-one special day as a springboard for our 
consideration of the Holy Spirit, we rejoice to know that we believe in 
Him as the third person of the one and eternal Triune God, who has 
blessed members of His one holy Christian Church and Communion of 
Saints. 

--R.D.S 
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. . . with editorA comment 

Rev, Omar Gjerness, professor of systematic theology at the Lu- 
theran Brethren Seminary, Fergus Falls, Minn., says the end could be 
near, The seminary department head said that the setting of a precise 
date for Christ’s second coming has been a mistake committed by many 
over the centuries. He said a group in Martin Luther’s time in the 150& 
which established a date, started a number of non-biblical practices 
and eventually was wiped out by the dominant religions of the time. 
Prof. Gjerness was interviewed this week while conducting a confer- 
ence at the Salem Lutheran Brethren Church (Salem, Oregon). As he 
reads the Bible literairy, Gjerness said, “‘1 believe in a pre-tribulation 
rapture. ” He said he expects Christians to be “‘raptured” or gathered 
out of the world before the prophesied seven years of tribulation lead- 
ing to God’s judgment day, Without that definite act of Christ removing 
His followers from the world, Gjern ess said there would be a haziness 

about the date tribulation begins. Also, he said Christians could not 
be expected to joyfully look forward to the present world ending if they 
were to begin unspeakable suffering. 

While we agree with Prof, Gjerness that the end of the world is 
near, we firmly disagree with his millennia.listic VI? w “in a pre-tribula- 
tion rapture Pa preceding the Final Judgment., According to the Word of 
God the last days will be days of great tribulation. Read Matthew 24 
and then note that in verse 22 the believers are N@l’ exempt from them, 
““but for the electPs sake those days sha.11 be shortened/” Moreover, 
such plain passages as Matthew 2531-46 and John 5:28,2t plainly re- 
f ute such millennialistic views, Note that these passages teach that 
the believers and the unbelievers will be raised from the dead at the 
same time, the believers entering into the joys of heaven, while the un- 
believers are cast into hell (Matt. 25:46)u And in I Thess. ,4:13-I% .the 
Apostle unfolds the events of the Last Da.y which are contradicted by 
the millennialists. No wonder such millennialistic teachings w re re- 
pudia.ted by Martin Luther and condemned in Article XVII of our Augs- 
burg Confession. 

“The Biblical Exodus: Fact or Fiction?” was the name of an ar- 
ticle which appeared in the April (1983) issue of the Reader’s Digest. 

The article refers to Egyptologist Hans Moedicke of John Hopkins Uni- 
versity who had previously contradicted what the Bible teaches about 
the Exodus. Various explanations and theories are given concerning 
the time of the Exodus and the plagues which descended upon theEgyp- 

45 



tians and then the parting of the waters of the Sea. Goedicke believes 
that the Egyptians were drowned by a flood caused by the volcanic erup- 
tions of Santorini, a mountainous island estimated to have been 3000 
feet high, that “the waters of Egypt may have turned, red, killing the 
fish and driving frogs onshore: Ash in the skies could have plunged 
the land into darkness for three days and caused rain to fall as hail- 
stones. High winds could have carried in locusts that destroyed any 
remaining crops, leaving the animals to starve. Insects, breeding in 
the rotting carcasses and new swamps, might have brought disease to 
cattle and humans. Death could have been so rampant as to amount to 
the killing of the ‘firstborn” of every human and animal family in the 
Phar aoh% flock. In addition to accounting for the Ten Plagues, the 
eruptions could also have created the “pillar of cloud’ by day and ‘pil- 
lar of fire’ by night,” 

This article in the Reader’s Digest is a classic example of man 
elevating his puny reason above the Word of God and then pawning it 
off as great wisdom ! Humilit,y and faith are woefully lacking in the 
article. The account in Exodus does not need man’s additional expla- 
nation to make it more pEausib%e-- it is the WORD OF GOD for ourin- 
struction and edification. What is there written was “‘given by inspir- 
atjon of God”’ (2 Tim. 3:16). And it is ALSO OF THIS ACCOUNT of 
which the Lord Jesus says, “Thy Word is .truth” (John I T:lT?). This 
vital fact is completely overlooked in the .q.;ticle and the attribute of 
God”s a,lmighty power is not even alluded to! For the true Christian 
there is no **if, may, and could have been.” Instead, the Christian says 
with pious Samuel, “Speak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth” (1 ‘Sam. 3). 

Located about 26 miles South of Dallas, Texas, on the edge of 
this town of 1,234, is a “prayer stop” carved out of a cow pasture by 
a salesman. A 22.foot white cross is the focal point of a chain link- 
fenced garden dotted with benches and trees bearing wooden plaques 
of Scripture quotations. Lit by colored lights at night, the garden also 
contains a fountain, a fish-shaped bed for plants and a tiny chapel 
where George Wood and his wife, Lois, leave small Gideon Bibles and 
pamphlets. This 3-year-old prayer stop is within walking distance of 
their two-story hilltop home. Wood says he was a lapsed Catholic 
with a hard heart, a successful job at Miller Brewing Co. in Fort Worth 
and a post on a suburban city council when Jesus Christ appeared 
before him in a Lawton, Okla., motel room 10 years ago. ‘“I had God 
speak to me and He said He wanted me to have a prayer stop . . . God 
told me that if I would build a prayer stop, He would bring people to 
it. He mid, “I have people that will not go to church, but 2’11 have 
people come pray here.’ ” 
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WHERE should we Christians pray? “I will therefore that men 
pray EVERYWHERE, lifting up holy hands, ,without wrath and doubt- 
ing” (I Tim. 2:8). We should pray in private where we can be alone 
and undisturbed as we bring our petitions to the Lord. ‘%ut thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret”. . . (Matt. 8:6). We should 
pray with our fellow-believers in the divine service. Jesus declares, 
“My house shall be called the house of prayer” (Matt. 1423) and the 
Apostle Pa.ul “went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was 
wont to be made’” (Acts X.13 ,I. And we Christians are prompted to 
pray because of God% command and promise, Ps. 60:15, and not be- 
cause of special revelations and prticular places! 

Childbearing among unmarried American women set a record in 
6980 largely because mar, p unwed white women became mothers, the 
National @en.tex for HeaStk Statistics says. ,The center said in a report 
issued that births to both black and white unmarried women had increas - 
ed. The Dumber of births to black women increased by .3.f percent 
from 1979, to 325,73X I%s.t in the same period, the number of births to 
White women rose by 21 A’ percent to 3”LO,O63. The center is a divis- 
ion <If t.he department of healt and human services. The report said 
that iz~ 1.980, 3.6 million babies had been born. Of these, 18.4 percent 
~$3,747 were delivered to unmzxzied women. The rate for unwed white 
women rose by 18. B, per ten:., whiE~ the safe foe .unwed blacks declined 
sIigl~PIyv the center said. p6Tbe overall increase in the rate of child- 
bearing among .unmarried women was due solely to the substantial rise 
in the rate for unmarried white women,” the center reported,, Still, 
blacks have a higher prcentage of out-of-wedlock births: §5 percent of 

black babies were born t.o unwed mothers in 1980, compared to I 1 per- 
cent of white babies. 

This report which was issued the end of X$8’,? reveals some very 
sad statistics. It is another sign that the Bay of the Lord draws near- 
er. ” . . . as it was in the days of Lot . . - even thus shall it be in the 
day when the Son of M>an is revealed’! (Luke 1$:28-a). What the above 
statistics do not reveal, however, is the plight of these children who 
are brought. into the world under such circu,nstances. In most instan- 
ces, the children are unwanted and are not pra$erly cared for and usual- 
ly end up either in an orphanage or in a foster home. In either case it 
is the tax@yer who must assume the expense. But what about the poor 
children? Who can begin to cakulate the psychological effect upon the 
children who are born to unwed mothers!!! The refusal to honor mar- 
riage as God% institution can only bring sad consequences! 

-44.L.N. 
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