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o Che President’s
S Column

The motto of our recent Conference Convention was ‘‘Joy
in True Christian Fellowship.”” And now, in this post-conven-
tion issue of our Concordia Lutheran, which brings us the ‘‘Con-
vention Digest’”, we have before us the Lord’s Word which tells
us: ‘‘Declare His works with rejoicing.”” (Psalm 107:22)

There was indeed also a note of sorrow at this meeting, as
vour further reading of our periodical will indicate, namely the
defection of a young Pastor from our Scriptural doctrine and con-
fession of the Church and ™inistry. Yet, when we remember the
Lord’s warning against the spreading of false doctrine, ‘4 little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump’” (Gal. 5:9), then the determina-
tion of ocur people under God’s protecting hand not to be leavened
with unscriptural doctrine is under the Lord (though not for any
personal reason) also a cause for rejoicing.

All of the business transacted at this convention was done
by our delegates from the various churches comprising our Con-
ference in a truly brotherly and unanimous spirit. It was done in
the joy of true Christian fellowship; that is, with perfect agree-
ment in the Word of Christ, our Savior (] Cor. 1:10).

And there was much cause for special rejoicing. Two more
faithful Lutheran congregations and their pastors were received
into the fellowship and membership of our Conference: Holy
Scripture Ev. Lutheran Church of San Antonio, Texas, the PRev.
E. P. Stallings, pastor; and Zion Ev. Lutheran Church of Bris-
bane, Queensland, Australia, until recently the Rev. Mark W
Dierking, and now the Rev. David T. Mensing, pastor. We have
now also a mission congregation in Victoria, British Columbia,
Canada and some very happy prospects for further growth,--joy
in true Christian fellowship.

All these gains and opportunities are, however, not only a
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cause for rejoicing. They are also a cause and challenge for us
all to keep closely joined together in declaring the Lord’s works
with rejoicing, as the Psalmist writes in the above-mentioned
verse 22 of Psalm 107: ‘‘Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of
thanksgiving, and DECLARE His works with rejoicing.”’

In and through our own congregations, let us all help one
another faithfully make use of the opportunities the Lord has
placed into our hands. Let us all be active in the work of the
Lord, so that by our spiritual growth in the knowledge of our Sav-
ior and His Word, by our prayers, by our willing service, and by
our generous sacrifices, we may all hand in hand, join together
to ‘‘declare His works with rejoicing! "’

~H. David Mensing, President
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Termination of Fellowchip

Pastor Randall D. Styx of Coos Bay, Oregon has defected
from the fellowship of the Concordia Lutheran Conference by per-
sistently adhering to a false doctrine on the Church and Ministry,
contrary to the Scriptural, confessional position of our Confer-
ence. His termination of fellowship was recognized both by him
and unanimously by the 32nd Annual Conference Convention in
June of this year.

We recognized this with deep regret, after our pastors had
dealt with him on this matter in all patience and long-suffering
for several years, notably at the 1982 and 1983 Pastoral Confer-
ences.

It is our earnest prayer that Pastor Styx’s congregation,
Trinity of Coos Bay, may continue to hold fast to our oid Scrip-
tural confession on the Church and Ministry; and that he himself
may be moved by the Lord to return to the true confession of
this doctrine with the other pastors and congregations of our Con
ference.

-~Rev. H David Mensing, President



Che Convention @L'qesf

With ““Joy in True Christian Fellowship’’ as their motto, the pas-
tors and lay delegates of the Concordia Lutheran Conference assem-
bled at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, on June 24-
26, 1983, for their 32nd Annual Convention. 4 pastors, 9 delegates,
and 35 visitors were in attendance.

The convention proper began Friday, June 24th, with a divine
service in which the Pev. P. R. Bloedel, President of the Conference,
preached on Acts 4:32-35, stressing the outstanding example of the
early Christians in their fellowship. The Rev. H. David Mensing serv-
ed as liturgisi. An offering was received for the General Fund of the
Conference.

On Sunday morming, June 26th, another divine service was held
in which also Holy Communion was celebrated. The Rev. Mark W.Dier-
king of San Antonio, Texas, preached on Ps. 133:1-3 and pointed out
the joys which come from true Christian Fellowship. Pastor Mensing
served as liturgist. The offering received at this service helped to de-
fray the convention expenses of the host congregation.

Each session of the convention opened with an appropriate devo-
tion led by the pastors of the Conference. In addition, the delegates
heard a timely and instructive Essay on the subject: **True Christian
Fellowship—-A Mark of Orthodoxy! presented by the Rev. O. W. Schae-
fer, Assistant Pastor at Peace Church and President of our Seminary.
Various Committee reports were also made to the Conference.

The following were elected for the coming year:
President: Rev. H. David Mensing
Vice-president: Rev. Paul R. Bloedel

Secretary: Rev. M. L. Matterer
Treasurer: Mr. Raymond Kusumi
Board Member (Far Vest) - Mr. Stephen Bloedel

Board Member (Mid West): Mr. Lloyd D. Martin



Editorial Committee: Rev. . W. Schaefer, editor
Rev. M. L. Natterer, assistant editor
David T. Mensing, lay member

Committee on Theological Education: Rev. M. L. Natterer
Rev. E. R. Stallings, Jr.
Mr. V. K. Bloedel
Mr. Lloyd D. Martin

Committee on Missions: Rev. Mark W. Dierking
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Mr. Ed Johnson

Mr. Rodney Reyelts
Mr. LI oyd E. Martin

Committee on Lutheran Union: Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Rev. M. L.. Natterer
Rev. O. W. Schaefer
Mr. V. K. Bloedel

Finance Committee: Mr. Raymond Kusumi
Mr. Jonathan Schaefer
Mr. David Steinke
Mr. Henry Fischer

Publishing House Board of Control: Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Rev. M. L. Natterer
Mr. Raymond Kusumi
Mr. V. K. Bloedel
Mr. Paul Luedtke

With great joy and praise to the Lord the delegates voted to re-
ceive into membership with our Conference the following congregations
and pastors: Holy Scripture Ev. Lutheran Church of San Antonio, Tex-
as, the Rev. E. R. Stallings, Pastor. and Zion Ev. Lutheran Church of
Brisbane, Queensland Australia, the Rev. Mark W. Dierking, Vacancy
Pastor.

It was with deep regret that the convention recognized that the
Luedtke faction of Wilmot, South Dakota, on the basis of tts letter of
resignation, is no longer in fellowship and membership with our Con-
ference because of its departure from our confessional position on the
doctrine of Church and Ministry.

The convention also recognized regretfully that our former trea-
surer, Mr. Jeffery Styx, in a letter addressed to the Conference., has
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suspended and renounced his fellowship and membership with our Con-
ference because of his rejection of our Scriptural position oa Church
and Ministry and action of the Conference in accord with this position.

With deep regret the convention also recognized that the Rev.
Randall D. Styx of Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon, has
terminated his fel lowship with our Conference because of his clear~
cut rejection of our Conference’s doctrinal position on Church and Min-
istry and because of his stubborn adherence to a false position onthe
doctrine as evidenced by his unscriptural exposition of Isaiah 55:10-
11 before the Pastoral Conference, in spite of long and patient admo-
nition.

By means of an official letter from our President Trinity Lutheran
Church of Coos Bay has been requested to inform us, without delay,
that it is still in the unity of the Spirit with us and will continue in
membership with our Conference while being served by a pastor who
shares our position in doctrine and practice.

The chairman of our Union Committee reported that an impasse
has been created in plans for negotiations with the Fellowship of Lu-
theran Congregations since this body, in an official letter, informed us
that it wiil not meet with us until we have completed our meetings with
the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation and have also submitted a
statement of our official position on Matthew 18:17, on which there is
disagreement between F.L.C. and our Conference as well as the L.C.
R. This action has a direct bearing also on our future negotiating ses-
sions with the L..C.R. 1t is hoped that these matters can be resolved
in the light of God’s Word.

However, the Report did contain very encouraging news and posi-
tive information as it referred to the Free Conference held in Decatur,
Indiana, last fall and a happy development from new contacts made
there, namely, the reception of two churches and two pastors into our
membership. The Report also reviewed the Pastoral Free Conference
held in early May at Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and spoke of the prospect of
another Free Conference in September at Decatur, Indiana, and a pro-
posed meeting with an independent Lutheran congregation in Midland.
Michigan, which seeks information about our position in doctrine and
practice. As the Lord opens doors for us, the assembly was urged to

go forward in the interest of Lutheran union.
Special interest reports were given to the delegates by Pastor

Mark W, Dierking (also in the name of Pastor E.R. Stallings, who could
not be present) concerning our new church in San Antonio, Texas, and
the mission congregation which it supports in Victoria, British Colum-
bia. as well as our new church in Australia.
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Subsidies were granted by the convention to the Coos Bay congre-
gation in the amount of $5,184.00 per year, provided this congregation
remains in membership with our Conference despite the defection of
their pastor, and to the Australian congregation in the amount of $6,000
per year, plus $5,000 for moving expenses of a new pastor.

The convention adopted a budget for the coming fiscal year of $35,
840.00 and authorized our new Treasurer to consolidate all our funds
into ONE fund, except for the Retirement Fund and the Tuition Fund.

The delegates rejoiced to hear that our Seminary will be reactiv-
ated this fall with the acceptance and enrollment of a new full-time
student, Mr. Daniel M. Bloedel, of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seattie,
Washington. In his Report the Seminary President urged all members
of the Conference to continue more earnestly and fervently to pray,
work, and give for our theological training program so that our provis-
ion for the ministry in cur midst will be a truly on-going process.

Toward the close of the ¢cenvention Candidate David 1. Mensing
anncunced to the assembly thai he had just received a call to our new
church in Australia as presented 1o him by Pastor Dierking, its Vacan-
cy pusiur, He stated that this was truly an answer to many prayers and
asked the delegates 1o join him in praying for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit in the consideration of this call. The assembly then rose to sing
Hymn 483. At this writing we are happy to inform our readers that Can-
didate #eunsing has accepted this call and at the request of the Austra-
lian congregation will be ordained and installed at our Peace Lutheran
Church, Tinley Park, on August 14th. He will leave for his new charge
when the matter of a visa and other arrangements have been compicted,
We pray God’s richest blessings upon him, his family, and his congre-
gation as he brings the One Thing Needful to precious souls.

The delegates accepted the invitation of 51. Luke’s Lutheran
Church to host the 1984 convention in Seattle Washington.

For the inspiration afforded by the sermons, devotions, and the
Essay; for the wonderful Christian fellowship; for the generous hospi-
tality of the host congregation, and for the fine cooperation of all, we
laud and magnify the Lord of the Church. May He give us all new zeal
and courage TO GO FORWARD in His name and serve Him with glad-
ness of heart! May His blessings rest upon our consecrated endeavors
to His honor and glory and to the welfare of immortal souls!  “The
work of our hands establish Thou it!"" Psalm 90:17.

0. W. Schaefer
Secretary pro tem
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MEMORABLE EVENTS in the LIFE of
DR. MARTIN LUTHER .l o~ Ll

(Fors July and August)

In cach issue we are noting some of the significant events which
took place in the life of Luther. This is being done in observance of
the 500th anniversary of his birth in November of this year. The follow-
ing are just a few of the events which occurred during the 7th and 8th

months of the year.

July 4- 14 —  Luther debates John Eck at Leipzig in 1519,
July 17 —  Enters the cloister in 1505.

July 27 ~  Preaches his first sermon on Indulgences in 1516.
August 3 —~  His infant daughter Elizabeth dies in 1526.
August 7 —  ls cited to Rome by Pope LeoX in 1518.

August 9 —  Wrote his Exposition of Joel in 1524,

August 16 ~  Begins his lectures on Psalms in 1513.

August 22 - Has disputation with Carlstadt in 1524.

“Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and Keep it.”’
Luke 11:28.

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”’

Col. 2:18.
Lord, open Thou my yeart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain.
(LH: 5v.1)

Divine Instructor, gracious L ard,
Be Thou forever near;
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word

And view my Savior here.
(LH284 V. 6)

~--GW.S.
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ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION..

Our Work in Australia

On Sunday, August 14, David T. Mensing, candidate of the rever-
and ministry (c.r.m.) was ordained into the Holy Ministry and installed
as the Pastor of Zion Ev. Lutheran Church of Brisbane, Queensland,
Australia.

Upon the request of Zion Congregation, which extended to him
their Divine call at the end of June, the service was heid at Peace Ev
Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Iilincis. The opening liturgist was As:
sitant Pastor O. W. Schaefer. The sermon was preached and the cere-
mony of ordination was performed by Pastor H. David Mensing, Presi-
dent of our Conference and father of Pastor David T. Mensing. The
ceremony of installation was performed by Pastor Mark W. Dierking,
who was recently called to be the Pastor of St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church of Wilmot, South Dakota. The newly ordained and installed
Pastor concluded the service with prayer and bestowed the Lord”s ben-
ediction upon the assembled congregation and upon his beloved flock
of Brisbane.

Paster Mensing was graduated from our own Conference seminary,
Concordia Theological Seminary (C.L.C.}, in 1980. Previous to this he
graduated from Illinois University and took post- graduate studies at
Stan.ford University of Bad Boll, Germany. For seventeen years he
has been a high school teacher of foreign languages. He will go to Au
stralia as soon as necessary visas can be obtained and other necessary
arrangements can be made for his own and his family’s travel. In the
meantime he will provide his congregation with sermons, instructions,
and counseling by way of tapes, letters, and telephone.

Zion Ev, Lutheran Church is a faithful Lutheran group which, on
Scriptural grounds, refused to be a part of a large Lutheran merger of
the late sixties in Australia because of its unionistic and otherwise
fiberai position. This congregation was received into the fellowship
and membership of our Conference at the June Convention of this year,
Pastor Dierking had previously served them as Pastor and recently as
Vacancy Pastor.

Zion Church is the beginning of our Conference work in a foreign
field. May we all greatly rejoice in their true fellowship with us and
diligently support their work with their new pastor by our fervent pray-
ers and our generous sacrifices!

H. David Measing, Pastor
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Report on Our Seminary

At our annual convention hsld av Tinley Park, Illinois, at the end
of June, a complete report on our Semisary during the past year was giv-
en. Delegates and visitors heard it firsthand, and all our Conference
members will find this report in the 1983 Proceedings, to be published,
God willing, later this year, and thus be able to read and study it pri-
vately at home.

A very happy note in this Report was this that our beloved Semin-
ary will resume its training program this fall since a new full-time stu-
dent has enrolled. He is Mr. Daniel M.Bloedel of St. Luke’s Lut he:an
Church in Seattie, Washington, Having received all the necessary forms
which our Seminary Catalog requires him to submit, the Faculty and the
Committee on Theological Education have found them in order and have
therefore accepied Mr. Rldedel as a fuil-time student at our institution.
Actual classes will siart on Monday, October 10, 1983, with courses
being taught five days a week by vour Tresident and Associate Profes-
sor JI. David Mensing.

This wonderful news that our Seminary will be reactivated and its
program of ministerial training resumed should {ill all our hearts  with
joy and praise to the Lord for answering many pravers on behalf of our
institution. k should move us to continue our interesi in the Seminary
with even more fervent prayers and with renewed willingeness to  give
most generously for this vital work in our midst so that our Seminary
Fund (no less than other Conference funds) might be financially healthy
and sound throughout the coming year. Let us ail glorify God’s holy
name that our Seminary will again be busy in the theological prepara-
tion of a young man for the highest office on earth--the Christian minis-
iry!  In the meantime, let us all do our part in encouraging other stu-
dents for this office so that our provision for the ministry in our midst
may be a truly on-going process!

For past prayers, moral support, and generous gifts your Faculty
t hanks most sincerely, and this includes our gratitude to Peace Congre
gation in Tinley Park for the continued use of its facilities. Continue
to pray, work, and give for this important cause--ali as a part of that
true Christi an fellowship which we enjoy by God’s grace alone! Let us
zo forward in His name, and may His blessings attend our mutual labors.

0. W. Schaefer, President



Timely Words from Walther:s
Convention Address of 1848

“By God’s grace we are to be strengthened, to confess together
our most holy faith, to build on that faith, and to take our individual
burdens and carry them in united prayer before God. . . .Let us, above
all else, firmly focus our eyes on the holy purpose of bearing the kind
of fruit that will be of benefit to our congregations and the entire
church! (Our) constitution allows complete freedom in everything ex-
cept the Word of God, faith, and love. According to our Constitution we
do not stand OVER our congregations, but among them and at their side,

**Christ not only declares that He is the only One who has the

power in His Church, exercized by His Word, but He denies to everyone
any other power, rule or imperative in His Church but the Word,
He adds: in My Church you are all alike, you are subject to Me, and no
one is lord and master of another. . . . In the Church, where Christ
alone rules, there can be no other power to which everyone must submit
(than the power of the Word). Indeed, there are things which God’s
Word does not define and which must be regulated in the church. How-
ever, ail such things should not be determined by exerting pover over
the congregation. The congregation itself (teacher and listener) should
regulate these matters, free from force, as it seems necessary and ben-
eficial to them. Those who demand some kind of power in the church
. . .make themselves masters in His Church . . . and assume a power
that is denied to them in God’s Word. We can confidently hope for glor-
ious success in our work--rather, God’s work--using only the power of
the Word.

— Please turn to page 67 -
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Luther on Troe ((Jisdom €

IF WE WANT T0 BE WISE, we must become fools and let God’s
word be the eternal Truth.

SOLOMON CALLS FOLLY everything that goes on without God’s Word
and works, He calis that man wise who guides himselt by God’s
Word and works, and he calls that man a fool who presumptuously
guides himsell” by his own ideas and notions.

WE CAN PIND THE WisboM 0 (oD nowhere but in His Word. Who-
ever loves and vahies 0 and constantly studies it is not only a
doctor enlightened by God and an approved man superior to all
worldly wise and m‘umfd npeople but a judge of all the wisdom and
toachings of devils and men,

HEAL WISDOWM 1% PRULY 7O KNOW oneself and God, that is, that we
are misershic and ozt gsoers and that God is merciful, not de-
strovn of casting ax owy bul eager Lo save us by grace for
Christ’s sake,

THOSE WhO Davi e HospsL have the Wisdom of God and are
wise 1 and from God, Where vou do not find the Word, there God
18 nol present, nor wisdony, bul mere folly, ... Wisdom is in Holy
Beriptuee; 0 s bhe Gosped, and it teaches vou 1o know Gaod and

fGod e the son ol God, made flesh for you. This
wisdom 5 hidden from the wovid: | 'mh alone perceives it

the counsel of

ALL TH zf:z WISD0M OF THE WORLD justly retires before the know-
tedge of Chrst. For what is more wonderful than to have a thor-
ough 5’.};”‘\3?”:’:4&; ~ of Christ? Wonderful and unspeakable is the fact
i:.ha.t the Hon m .md assumed a hwnan nature and so lowered
1 to be “found in faskion us a man” (PHIL. 2:7).
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—Nelected trom: What Lather Says by E. Plass
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT

Mr. Lloyd E. Martin of Tinley Park, Illinois, has beer. appointed as LAY
MEMBER of the Editorial Ccmmittee to replace Pastor David T. Mensing,
who had been elected at the 1983 Convention to that office while still a
layman, but who has since accepted a call to our new congregation in
Australia.

~-Rev. H. David Mensing, President
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NOTICE TO
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort.
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theclogical
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministey. If you
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congroegation hut
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we

can help to supply your need. Won't you centact ws? For
further information concerning us and ocur dociving posi-

tion, call or write: |
Committee on Missions

Rev. M. W. Dierking, chairman
Wilmot, South Dakota, 57279

Telephone: (605) 938-4710
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AROUNRD THE WORLD

.. Wit!’z editorial comment

One-in-Three U. S. families reports a drinking problem. One-third
of the families in the United States have drinking problems, says a new
Gallup Poll. Some 81 percent of those interviewed also called alcohol-
ism a major problem. The question, ““Has drinking ever been a cause of
trouble in your family?” got an affirmative response from 33 percent of
the people, up from 22 percent last year when the word *‘liquor’ was
used instead of “‘drinking.”” The number of families affected has risen
in the surveys since 1947, when about 12 percent said liquor had been a
problem.

Down through the centuries the sin of drunkeness has plagued man-
kxind. And who can begin to enumerate, much less adequately describe,
the terrible consequences of this sin! In the 16th century we hear Mar-
tin Luther warning against this sin He writes, *‘This vice has unfortu-
nately spread so far in the world as tc be beyond restraint unless the
Word of God will help in the case of a few individuals who still want to
be human beings and also desire to be Christians’” (What Luther Says,
Vol. 1, page 432). While the Word of God allows {1e moderate use of
alcohol. it definitely forbids the excessive use and labels drunkeness
as a work of the flesh "‘of the which I tell you before, as 1 have also
told you in time past that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God™' (Gal. 519-21). Nabai, the husband of Abigail,
was such a man {I Sam. 25). But even we Christians must constantly
be on our guard lest we fall prey to this vice. Remember Noah, a preacher
of righteousnes, ‘‘drank of the wine, and was drunken'’ (Gen. %21).
While we are Christians, nevertheless, like Noah, we aiso have our sin-
ful flesh, therefore we should heed the words of the Apostle Paul,”"Be
not drunk with wine. wherein is excess. hut be filled with the Spirit”’
(Eph. 5:18). "l can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth
me....”" Philippians 4:13.

Seven mothers with complications related to home births were
among 52 people who died after joining a church which urges followers
to rely on faith to heal all ailments. The deaths over the last nine years
include 28 babies and 7 other children whose parents belonged to the
rapidly growing Faith Assembly Church of Wilmot, Ind., according to a
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copyright story in the Fort Wayne News-Sentinel. Church followers in
Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan and Missouri have died of
ailments ranging from untreated diabetes to kidney disease, said the
News-Sentinel, which conducted a five-month study of the church and its
founder, the Rev. Hobart Freeman. He tells his followers that he does
not expect to die and that those who turn from his teaching will go to hell
““God has promised that the prayer of faith shall heal the sick,”” Free-
man has written. “He did not qualify this by adding °sometimes’; nor
did he say that the prayer of faith shall heal only some types of diseas-
es.” Freeman tells church members not to speak to the media. To veri-
fy the church’s national death count, News-Sentinel reporters examined
death records and interviewed doctors, public officials and former mem-
bers of the church.

What should we Christians do when we are afflictsd with sickness
or any type of disease? First of all, we should take it to the Lord in
prayer and beseech our dear heavenly Father to have mercy upon us for
Jesus’ sake and remove the affliction from us. [F IT IS HIS WILL, He
will remove it. But if not, then He will grant us the necessary strength
to endure. The Lord did not remove the Apostle Paul’s affliction (2 Cor.
12). And who would be so presumptuous. as to question the great faith
of that Apostle through whom the Lord had not only healed many people
but also had restored the Apostle himself when he was thought to be
dead {Acts 14:19)! The Apostle John reminds us, °**This is the confi-
dence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His
will, He haareth us’ (1 John 5:14). Secondly, the Lord usually heals
through means: doctors, medicine, herbs, etc. Such are merely instru-
ments through which the Lord does the healing. Not to make use of them
when necessary and possible, is to sin against God’s command. “‘Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God’ (Matt. 4:7).

Two lesbian lovers who split up four years after exchanging wedd-
ing vows are battling over whether one of the women has the right to
visit a child bomm to the other woman through artificial insemination.
**This is the kind of situation for which there are no legal precedents??
said Karen Ryer, attorney for the mother, Mary E. Flournoy, 31, of Oak-
land, Calif. Linda Jean Loftin of Pittsburg is suing Ms. Flournoy for the
right to visit the girl, born during the couple’s 1977 ““marriage.”” The
two appeared before Alameda County Superior Ccurt Judge Demetrios
Agretelis, who said he will hear arguments from both sides. The women
held a symbolic marriage at a Dublin church in 1977, pledging emotional
support for life. The event as covered by Newsweek magazine as well
as the local press. The baby was born Aug. 28, 1978. and the couple
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continued to live as a family until Ms. Loftin *‘left under hostile, angry
circumstances’” in September 1980, Ms. Ryer said.

We are fully aware of those who maintain that homosexuality is as
healthy and biologically normal as heterosexuality. Behind such talk is
the father of all lies, the devil, {John 844). Such stand in plain oppos-
ition to the Word of God. Read such passages as: Lev. 18:22; 20:13;
Gen. 19 Rom. 1:26, 27; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10; 1 Tim. 1:10, 11.Such plain texts
from GOD’S Word consider HCMOSEXUALITY IN ITSELF AS SINFUL
BECAUSE IT PERVERTS GOD’S ORDER! God did not create a man for
man or a woman for woman sexual relationship; instead, God created
MALE AND FEMALE~-THEY two shall become one flesh (Matt. 19:5).
The sexual urge is to find its fulfilment in marriage which God Himself
has instituted. All of this is so crystal-clear in the Holy Scriptures that
we must stand in utter amazement before those who claim to be within
the pale of Christendom and advocate the perversion of God’s order!
NCW THE QUESTION REMAINS: SHCULD THE STATE ALLOW SUCH
PERVERSION? NG, IT should not! The open tolerance of such perver-
sion is ruinous to the welfare of the State, since the State rests upon the
family by tolerating such open perversion and you destroy the State!

B SR

Ten years ago, after studying massive research on the subject, the
U.S. Surgeon General, Jesse L. Stenfeld, declared, **The causal rela-
tionship between televised violence and antisociat behavior is suffici-
ent to warrant immediate remedial action,”” Called before Congress, the
presidents of the three networks solemnly agieed. Yet the Unive:sity of
Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School of Communications, which for 14 years
has charted mayhem in network programming, reports that violent acts
continue at about six per prime time hour and in four out of every five
programs . The weekend children’s programs are even worse. Last May
the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) i1ssued a report summariz-
ing over 2500 studies done in the last decade on television’s influence
on behavior. Evidence from the studies--with more than 100,000 subjects
in dozens of nations—~is so “overwhelming,” that the (NIMH) found, that
there is a consensus in the research commun ity *‘that violence on tele-
vision does lead to aggressive behavior.”’

The above is taken from the Jan. 1982 issue of the Reader’s Di-
gest. The article TV VIOLENCE: THE SHGCKING NEW EVIDENCE
emphasizes that TV violence does preduce lasting and serious harm and
suggest the various ways in which parents and other concerned individ-
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uals can bring pressure against such programs and the advertisers who
sponsor them. To be sure, there are some fine educational programs on
TV. In our area, for example, we have the opportunity to learn a foreign
language (German, Spanish, etc.). There are also some excellent docu-
mentaries available. But there is a lot of rottenness to be found on TV
and we Christians are, therefore, to practice proper discrimination! The
Apostle reminds us, ‘““Finally, brethren, whatsozver things are true, what-
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are l:wely, whatsoever Uﬁngs are of good re-
port; if there be any virtue, and If there be any praise, think on these
things’’ (Philip. 4:8).
—M.L.N.
PRl N

United Statec and the Luther Jubilee oonomer

During this year of the 500th anniversary of Luther’s birth
preparations are being made not only in Germany, but also in our
own couniry for this Jubilee observance. Congregations, church
bodies, colleges, universities, and Seminaries are all engaged
in arranging and scheduling significant events to honor the Re-
former.

The chief commemoration in the United States will occur on
November 6 - 12 in Washington, D. C. as Luther scholars from all
over the world gather to present and to hear lectures on such sub-
jects as **Luther’s World Legacy,” “"The Creative Critic,”” "“The
Theological Heritage,”” “‘Issues of Contention,”” “*Luther the
Man,’’ and *‘The Debating Reformer.”” On november 10, Luth-
er’s birthday, a party will be held in a Washington hotel with some
1000 guests at a special dinner, being entertained with Renais-
sance music and other attractions.

Lutheran colleges and universities across the country are
observing Luther’s jubilee with seminars. lecture series, Refor-
mation exhibits, and spzcial concerts. 20 international scholars
will gather at the university of Michigan to discuss various as-
pects of Luther’s life and work. At the University of Wisconsin
a lecture on Luther will be presented together with a display of
artifacts. The St. Louis Seminary (Missouri Synod) will feature
a Luther Congress with scholars making 45 presentations. In
California seminars and concerts will mark the Luther observ
ance. In the Minneapolis area attention will be focussed on Lu-



ther’s theology by means of a lecture and a display of rare books
-and prints. Beginning October 23, the University of Chicago will

sponsor a weeklong program under the theme,*“1483 and All That”’
It will feature a series of lectures and a study of book publish-

ing and art in Luther’s day.

Despite the great interest shown in Luther, not every ob-
servance of his Jubilee will be truly pleasing to the Lord. If it
is linked with the modern ecumenical movement, and if it does
not highlight Luther’s love of the pure Word and his defense of
the same to his dying day, then such celebration falls short of
depicting the true Luther and does an injustice to him and his
noble work of the Reformation. On such an observance God can-
not look with favor. But if we direct all praise to God for bless-
ing the work of Luther and if we show honor and respect to the
Reformer by a faith and life rooted in Christ and His Word, then
our observance will have God’s approval and be a fitting tribute
to Luther and his firm stand on Scripture.

--0.W.S.

— Continued from page 60 —

*“The more a congregation sees that its spiritual leader wants it
to submit only to Christ and His Word, ard the more it realizes that its
pastor does not desire to rule it--yes, that he even zealously guards
the congregation’s freedom--the more willing the congregation will .be-
come to listen to the pastor’s beneficial proposals, even in those areas
which God has left open. Thus the people will gladly follow their pas-

tor as their father in Christ for their own welfare and not because a
taskmaster is commanding them.

*I.et us make the Word the controlling power in our congrega-
tions--on this point let us be firm and unbending. If we do this, we do
not have to be concerned about the success of our work. .. .Christ’s
church was established by the Word, without any other power, and has
been preserved to this very hour by the Word alone, in spite of Satan’s
fury and madness. Through the Word alone the church will stand, even
in these confusing times. The church will stand until the end of time,
and even the gates of hell will not prevail against it.(Matt. 16:18)

Selected by 0.W.S.
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