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Crant Us A Joyful Year !

—LH 112:6.
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By God’s grace we have been moving forward in reaching out to
pastors and congregations who may be one in faith with us. A “‘joyful
announcement’’ in this issue of the Concordia Lutheran informs us that
two pastors, one who is the pastor of a congregation in Australia but
is presently having trouble getting a visa cleared for himself and his
family, the other who serves a congregation in San Antonio, Texas, and
is vacancy pastor for a congregation in Victoria, BC, have declared
themselves in doctrinal agreement and confessional fellowship with our
Conference. Their respective congregations are in the process of ap-
plying for membership in our Conference and will be received, God-
willing, as member congregations at our coming convention in Tinley
Park, Illinois. We extend to them our heartiest welcome and ask our
dear Savior to bless their expressed desire to work with us in carrying
out the God-pleasing objectives of our Conference.

Tt is our earnest desire frankly and openly to discuss any dif-
ferences in doctrine and practice which may exist between our Confer-
ence and the Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations, the Lutheran
Churches of the Reformation, the Evangelical Lutheran Federation and
any independent pastors and congregations. who are inclined to follow
the Word of the Lord in seeking others who are perfectly joined togeth-
er with them ‘“in the same mind and in the same judgment’’ that togeth-
er we may pur sue the work of our Savior’s Kingdom in a world in which
there is so much indifference and antagonism toward the preaching of
God’s Word in all its cruth and purity.

A serious danger which faces many pastors and congregations to-
day is COMPLACENCY in their God-given obligation to reach out to-
ward those who may be one in faith with them--thus committing a sort
of sinful separatism or isolationism. Here the words of the Apostle
Paul to Timothy (2 Tim. 1:8) must certainly be taken into considera-
tion: ‘‘Be not ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the Gospel.”” Com-
menting on these words, Luther writes, ‘‘If Timothy had said: ‘I do
not stand with Paul or Peter but with Christ,” and yet he knew that Pet-
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and Paul taught Christ, he would have denied Christ.*® (Kirche und
Amt, p. 147f) Many independent pastors and congregations find them-
selves involved in an unscriptural SELECTIVE FELLOWSHIP which is
just another name for the sin of UNIONISM engaging them in religious
entaglements with such as are not agreed in doctrine and practice.
Such independents are also faced with the problem of providing for an
adequately trained future ministry for their congregations. It is our
earnest prayer to the Lord and Head of the Church that He would move
such men and congregations to do everything possible to seek a blessed
God-given unity in doctrine and practice and to demonstrate such unity
by the establishment and exercise of full confessional fellowship and
joint work in the Lord. What a great and tremendous blessing this
would be! May all of us earnestly beseech the Lord to this end. Amen.

Paul R. Bloedel, President

“Behold the Lamb of God!” ioun 1:36

The word “‘behold”” is used many times in the Scriptures. It
means to iook at, take nete. John the Baptist wanted all to look at
Jesus, for here was God’s Lamb!

John said, ‘“This is He of whom I said, after me cometh a man
which is preferred before me: For He was before me’’ (John 1:30).
Although John the Baptist was six months older than Christ, neverthe-
less, John plainly declares the eternal existence of Christ.

Oh, how many refuse to acknowledge this glorious truth that Je-
sus is the Lamb of God. From pulpits, in magazine articles, over
radio and television programs, the Lord Jesus Christ is time and
again merely presented as only the most exemplary human being that
ever lived. He lived and He died for what He thought to be a right-
eous cause, and we should imitate His virtues.

That is the language of the modernist. Contrast the talk of the
modernists with the praise which issues forth from the lips of the
saints in heaven, ‘““Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive pow-
er, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing’’ (Rev. 5:12). Jesus is indeed God’s Lamb!

What was the purpose for which Jesus had come into the world?
John the Baptist answers, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world.’”’ The Hebrew equivalent of the word *‘take
away‘‘ is found in the familiar story of the scapegoat in the Old Tes-
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tament. In Leviticus we are told that Aaron, the highpriest, was to
offer up one goat for a sin offering while the live goat was to be driven
into the desert bearing the sins of the people. (Cp. Lev. 16:8-22),

This ritual had to be repeated every year on the Day of Atone-
ment. This pointed toward the one great sacrifice of the Lamb of God
who would take away the sin of the world.

And what is sin? ‘“Sin is the transgression of the Law’’ (1 John
3:4). Are we sinners? ‘“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us . . . If we say that we have not sin-
ned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us’’ (1 John 1:8,10).
An honest examination of our thoughts, desires, words and deeds in the
light of God’s Law quickly reveals the fact that we are sinful in the
sight of God. ‘“For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good,
and sinneth not’’ (Eccl. 7:20). Only one reward could be meted out to
a sinner by the righteous God—‘‘the wages of sin is death’’ (Rom. 6:23).

But, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
world.”” How? By His substitutional suffering and death. In our stead
He Himself was the sacrifice. The righteous anger and wrath of God
was vent forth upon Christ, our Substitute, who, although He was per-
fectly holy and spotless, was made a curse for us. ‘“He hath made Him,
who knew no sin, to be sin for us that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in Him’’ (2 Cor. 3:21). ‘‘Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us’ (Gal. 3:13). ‘“Forasmuch
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot’ (1 Peter 1:18,19).

Note that the Lamb of God has taken away the sin of the world.
Already the Prophet Isaiah had foretold, ‘‘All we like sheep have gone
.astray, we have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all’”’ (Is. 53:6). ““God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them”’ (2 Cor. 5:19).

What glorious fruits are ours! Through faith in Christ we have
the forgiveness of sins, peace with the heavenly Father and therefore
also peace of heart and mind since all of our sins have been buried
with Christ, and the assurance of an everlasting life with Jesus in the
joys of heaven.

Now being made free from sin we have become the servants of
God. Instead of yielding ourselves to uncleanness and to iniquity
we should yield ourselves to righteousness and holiness. (Rom. 6:
18ff.) ““Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set be-
fore us, looking unto Jesus the author aud finisher of our faith; who
for the joy that was set before Him endured t he cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of God'’ (Heb. 12:1,2). O
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may we ever rejoice in this Lamb of God who has not only taken away
our sin, but in whose strength alone we, too, can successfully fight
against all sin! (Matt. 4:1-11). — MLN
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New Hear Cnminrt

In Illness

In Trouble

In Doubt

In Fear

In Danger

In Discouragement

In Adversity

In Weakness

In Grief

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the
Lord delivereth bim out of them all.” Ps. 34, 19.

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver
Lhee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” Ps. 50, 15.

“T'rust ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord
Jebovah is everlasting strength.” Is. 26, 4.

“Fear thou not; for 1 am with thee; be not dis-
mayed, for 1 am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness.” Is. 41, 10.

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear Him, and delivereth them.”
Ps. 34 ,7.

“We know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose.” Rom. 8, 28.

“Cast all your care upon Him; for He careth for
you.” 1 Peter 5, 7.

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength
is made perfect in weakness”” 2 Cor. 12, 9.

“Let not your heart be troubled. . . I go to prepare
a place for you. . . that where I am, there ye may
be also.” John 14, 1-3,

May this be our foremost resolve during 1983

In spite of ills that threaten may,
Ill walk with JESUS all the way!

—O.W.S.



MEMORABLE EVENTS in the LIFE of
DR. MARTIN LUTHER (Jan. - Feb.)

In this 500th anniversary year of Martin Luther’s birth it is good
to note some of the significant events which took place in his life.

The following are just a few which occurred during the first two months
of the year.

January 3 - Papal decree of excommunication directed
against Luther in 1521.

January 7 - Received Master’s degree at the University
of Erfurt in 1521.

January 15 - Began preparing the Small Catechism in 1529.

January 28 — Diet of Worms opens in 1521,

January 28 —  Son Paul is born in 1533,

January 29 - Katherine von Bora, his wife, is born in 1499,

February 7 —  He arrives at Smalcald with his Articles in
1537.

February 16 —  Preached the last sermon of his life at Eis-
leben in 1546.

February 18 - Fell asleep in the faith of his Savior at Eis-
leben in 1546.

February 22 —  Burial of Luther takes place in the Castle

Church in Wittenberg in 1546.

‘“The memory of the just is blessed.”” Prov.10:7.

““Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.’’
Psalm 116:15.

Lord, help us ever to retain
The Catechism’s doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of truth
In simple style to tender youth.
(LH: 288 v. 1)

Thy Word is everlasting truth;
How pure is every page!
That holy Book shall guide our youth
And well support our age.
(LH: 286 v.5)

--0.W.S.



THE DEATH OF M. LUTHER

In this year of the 500th anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther,
we focus first on his temporal death, which came on February 11, 1546.
That may seem strange at first, until one considers: How would we be
tempted to view his life’s work and teaching if in the end he had re-
nounced it all? Would we not be tempted (And would the world not
scoff?) to think that his teachings were of little worth if he himself had
finally forsaken them? Do men not often say that it matters not so much
what a person says while he lives and is healthy as what he says when
death looms up immediately before him; when conscience, if nothing
else, tells him he is ab art to appear before the all-powerful, holy, and
righteous Judge?

I do not by these words wish to imply that a person’s dying con-
fession establishes his words then as truth. The Bible is the only
standard of divine truth and error. And, sadly, there have been those
who have believed and taught the Scripture truth of salvation alone by
free grace in Christ Jesus, but have also fallen away and perished.
But consider these words of Scripture: ‘‘He that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved’® (Mark 13:13). A person’s dying confes-
sion, faith, conviction may mean nothing to the world, but it has eter-
nal importance for the one who is dying.

We are happy that the life of Luther here on earth ended with a
victorious confession of enduring faith. We find this account in Julius
Koestlin’s The Life of Martin 'Luther:

After Coelius had given him one more spoonful of medicine, he
(Luther) said again, °‘l am going, and shall render up my spirit,”’
and three times rapidly in succession he said in Latin, ‘‘Father,
into Thy hands I commend my spirit, for Thou hast redeemed me,
O Lord God of truth.”” From that time he remained quite still,
and closed his eyes, without making any answer when spoken to
by those around him, who were busy with restoratives. Jonas and:
Coelius, however, after his pulse had been rubbed with strength-
ening waters, said aloud in his ear: Reverend father, wilt thou
stand by Christ and the doctrine thou hast preached?’’ He uttered
an audible ‘‘Yes.”” He then turned upon his right side and fell

asleep. He lay thus for nearly a quarter hour, when his feet and
nose grew cold; he fetched one deep, even breath, and was gone.

How will you stand at the moment of death, whether it comes in a
way that you may know the hour of its approach, as did Luther, or in a
way that is totally without warning, giving you no opportunity for last
minute changes of heart? Will you endure unto the end as did Luther?
Before answering, consider also these passages of Scripture: You “‘are
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.”’ (1 Pet. 1:5).



‘““I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth.”’ (Rom. 1:16).

You and I cannot keep ourselves in the true and saving faith.
God must keep us. Do you wish to stand in faith when you meet your
God and Lord? Then pray with all earnestness and in confidence that
He continue to perform the good work which He has begun in you, as
He has promised, Phil. 1:6 . And be sure richly to keep yourself with
the means He has appointed for preserving faith: His Word and Sacra-
ment. Jt was these by which Luther’s faith was preserved until his
death. So, God grant it, may your faith and mine be preserved to the
end! So may our temporal end not be eternal death, but the doorway to
the full enjoyment of the new life already begun in all Christian be-
lievers.

A
JOYFUL  ANNOUNCEMENT

On the evening of January 19, 1983, at Tinley Park, Illinois,
after two full days of a very thorough informal review of numerous
areas of doctrine and practice with our colloquy committee, Rev. Mark
Dierking, pastor of Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Queensland, Aus-
tralia, and Rev. E. R. Stallings, pastor of Holy Scripture Ev. Lutheran
Church, San Antonio, Texas, have declared themselves to be in doc-
trinal agreement and in confessional fellowship with our Concordia
Lutheran Conference, and we also have expressed joyful recognition
of the same. Our colloquy committee was made up of the undersigned
together with Professor O. W. Schaefer and-Pastor H. David Mensing,
chairman of our Committee on Lutheran Union. Mr. David T. Mensing
CRM, was an invited and most welcome visitor at some of the evening
sessions.

May the Lord of the Church, our dear Savior Jesus Christ, gra-

ciously bless this professed agreement and fellowship, founded on His
Word alone, and preserve as a priceless and cherished blessing the
precious unity here recognized. ‘‘Behold, how good and how pleasant.
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!’’ Psalm 133:1.

Paul R. Bloedel, President
Concordia Lutheran Conference



Still
Forward in 198372

A BRIEF MEDITATION
UPON OUR SEMINARY

Back in 1958 and 59, when we decided to have a seminary of our
own (the Milwaukee Plan), although with but one professor; and again
in 1968 and 69, when we resolved upon an improved system for the
training of future pastors (the Tinley Park Plan), with two professors
and a full curriculum patterned after that of the Missouri Synod in the
days of its orthodoxy; there was evident among our people (pastors,
congregations, and especially also our young men) the desire and the
resolve not to remain at the STATUS QUO, and certainly not to go
BACKWARD, but to GO FORWARD.

To recall this we quote first from the Report of our Committee on
Theological Education, Proceedings, 1968, page 29: ‘‘We are in much
the same position today as were the Children of Israel when they, upon
God’s command, departed from Egypt for the promised Land of Canaan.
On the one hand, there lay before them the apparently impassable wat-
ers of the Red Sea On the other hand, they were being pursued by the
hosts of Pharaoh. But just then, when to human eyes everything seem-
ed impossible, nothing was impossible for the Lord, who led them and
who had told them the way in which they should go. And so we read,
Exodus 14:13-15: ‘‘And Moses said untc the people, Fear ye not,
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will show to
you today, for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see
them no more forever. The Lord shall fight for you. And ye shall hold
your peace. And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto
me? Speak unto the Children of krael, that they GG FORWARD! "’

That our people were then all minded to GO FORWARD in this
work of the seminary is evident from the fact that the ‘“‘Presentation of
a Plan to GO FORWARD In Providing For a Future Ministry’® was not
only laid before but also heartily endorsed by all our congregations
over the years 1968 and 69. (Proceedings, 1969, page 23) Likewise
our President reported: ‘‘Your President firmly believes that our Con-
ference MUST GO FORWARD in this matter, or in a few years, perhaps
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sooner than we think, our various flocks will be scattered for lack of a
shepherd. Romans 19:13-17. Let us act NOW: it may be our last op-
portunity!®® (Proceedings, 1969, page 14)

With this attitude and resolve but with all glory to God our Savior,
we began in the fall of 1969 and for twelve years maintained a first-
rate seminary, ‘‘Concordia Theological Seminary (Concordia Lutheran
Conference)’’. Even though our students had to pursue their studies
on a part-time schedule because of their need to support themselves
with secular work, we nevertheless graduated three well-trained candi-
dates of the reverend ministry (c.r.m.).

WHY is it that now, in 1983, there are serious ideas of discontin-
uing our present seminary plan? The simple answer is that 1) we have
no further students at present, 2) our professors are not teaching any
classes to warrant their financial support for such active work, 3) our
offerings throughout the Conference in these days of unusual economy
and some membership losses are not producing sufficient funds to maig-
tain the present system in readiness until we may again have students,
and 4) any prospective students we still may have are faced with the

need of supporting themselves during their studies by secular jobs in
the present UNEMPLOYMENT situation!

These, and perhaps still other similar facts constitute REAL
problems. They simply cannot be ignored or minimized. They must be
faced squarely, and a solution must be sought and found by which we
can still keep our Godly resolve to GO FORWARD in providing for a
FUTURE ministry that is properly prepared. For our present pastors
are ever growing older and are subject, no less than other people, to
the ills of the day and also to death. At this time we have only one
candidate to spare.

Think it over scripturally and prayerfully! What would you do as
sincere Christians for yourselves and your children if your pastor be-
came disabled or were otherwise taken from you? Would you be satis-
fied to call a pastor from a church-body which teaches and practices
some doctrines CONTRARY to God’s Word? Would you be satisfied to

call a ‘‘candidate’® without assurance that he is ADEQUATELY pre-
pared for the Work in your midst?

All these problems are now being considered in committees of our
Conference and are laid before the congregations for their best possible
suggestions. They will then be a very important subject at our forth-
coming convention in June. But MEANWHILE may we all, to provide
for a necessary future ministry, keep in our HEARTS, by the gracé of
God, The Christian resolve, somehow, still to go forward in 1983!

~-H.D.M.
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Report on Qur Seminary

Have you ever looked very carefully at the word ‘‘Semin-
ary’’? We see it in every issue of our Conference periodical as
bimonthly reports are given concerning this vital institution in
our midst. Look at it again in the heading of this article. Have
you ever considered what each letter might stand for in relation
to this significant project of our Conference?

Let us take one letter at a time and give some thought to
this:

S for SAVIOR, to whom our theological institution is
dedicated and for whose service stu-
dents are trained.

FE. for EVANGELICAL, that is, true to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, with His pure Word per-
meating all courses.

M  for MINISTRY, that highest office of all in the Chris-
tian Church as it is concerned with pre-
cious immortal souls.

| for INSTRUCTION, the teaching and learning of all
the subjects required to eqguip a faith-
ful servant of the Word.

N for NEED, which is very great at the present time,
with only one Candidate available and
with our pastors growing older and sub-
ject to the ills of age.

A for AWARENESS, realizing the importance of as well
as the joys and difficulties in the en-

tire work of the Christian ministry.

R for RESPONSIBILITY, understanding the varied sol-
emn duties which rest on the shoulders

of the pastor.

Y for YOU, dear young man who, guided by God’s Word
are the only one who can determine
whether there is a genuine desire in
your heart to become a pastor so that
you can say, °‘‘Here am I, send me!”’
(Is. 6:8)
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There are undoubtedly other words for these letters which
you can think of. It might be interesting for our readers to see
what list or lists they can compile.

All of this is intended, of course, to re-emphasize the im-
portance of our theological training program so that future gen-
erations may also have the pure Word as we -enjoy it now. And
since the future of our Seminary requires earnest and prayerful
consideration at this time when we have no students, please be
sure to read in this issue another edifying article concerning it
with its positive outlook of ‘‘going forward!"’

May God continue to guide and direct us in this vital mat-
ter to His glory and to the welfare of immortal souls!

—O0. W. Schaefer, President

RN

NOTICE TO
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort.
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theological
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you
are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For
further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi-

tion, call or write:
Committee on Missions
Rev. M. L. Natterer, chairman
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon. Oregon, 97355
Phone: 503—258—2941
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AROUND THE WORLD

o v with eclitoria[ comment

Because they believe their common forefather Abraham is buried
here, Jews and Moslems alike revere this city in the Judaean Hills,
But new frictions have grown between them because of Arab suspicion
that hundreds of Jewish settlers living on a nearby hill are about to
move into the heart of Hebron. Jewish settlers already occupy three
buildings in Hebron, and they have rebuilt the synagogue in the Jewish
quarter. The Arab fears were reinforced recently as the settlers bull-
dozed three vacant Arab buildings in what was once Hebron’s Jewish
quarter and is now a semi-abandoned slum. Hebron’s Arab acting may-
or, Mustafa Natshe, says he is convinced that the construction work
marks the beginning of a major influx of settlers. The potential for
violence is always high in Hebron. TIts hilltop Jewish suburb of Kiryat

Arba, built after Israel captured the West Bank of the Jordan River in
1967, houses 4,000 Jews. '

Abraham was buried ‘‘in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of
Ephrom, the son of Zohar, the Hittite, which is before Mamre’’ (Gen.
25:9). “‘The same is Hebron, in the land of Canaan’’ (Gen. 23:19).
Both Abraham and his wife, Sarah, were buried in the Land of Promise.
To Abraham was given the glorious promise of the Seed of the Woman,
Christ Jesus, who would redeem fallen mankind. °‘‘Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness’’ (Rom. 4:3).
While they are the descendants of Abraham according to the flesh, the
Jews are not the children vf God (Rom. 9:6-8)., Neither are the Mos-
lems who, according to the teachings of Mohammed, also believe that
Abraham was a great prophet. And why are they not the children of
God? The Apostle answers, ‘‘For ye are all the children of God by
FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS .. . And if ye be Christ’s, then are ve Abra-

ham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise”’ (Gal. 3:26-29). ONLY
those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin,

death and hell, are truly the children of our dear heavenly Father and
will inherit the promise of everlasting life (John 3:36). How sad thai
Jews and Moslems fight over the site of Abraham’s grave and reject
Abraham’s faith in Jesus, who alone is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life: no man comes to the Father, but by HIM (John 14:6).

““We Christians today must purge ourselves of any hatred of the
Jews and any sort of teaching of contempt for Judaism,”™ said the
Lutheran World Federation at its Fourth Consultation on the Church and
the Jewish People. The statement pointed out that the celebration of
the 500th anniversary of Luther’s birth next year would pose a special
problems for Lutherans. “‘In his later years Luther made certain vit-

15



riolic statements about the Jews that Lutheran churches today univer-
sally reject. We regret the way in which what Luther wrote has been
used to furnish anti-Semitism,” the statement continued. It added that
the question would ‘‘be the subject of considerable attention’’ during
the birthday celebrations. The consultation of forty-two Lutheran lead-
ers met at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey near Geneva with four
Jewish consultants and one from the Vatican’s Secretariat for Chris-
tian Unity. Previous consultations were held in Denmark (1964), the
Federal Republic of Germany (1973), and Norway (1975).

The Prime Minister of Israel, Menachem Begin, has publicly
blamed- the Holocaust on the German people, stating that anti-Jewish
feeling goes back to Martin Luther whom he called a ‘‘theological anti-
Semite.’”’ That Luther, at times, used very strong language against the
Jews we do not deny. As the son of hard-working German peasants he,
for example, resented the fact that the Jews scorned manual labor and
practiced usury which he regarded as robbery. Such language must be
understood within the context of the times in which Luther lived and
the reason why Luther wrote the way he did. (Cp. Acts 8:51-53; 28:25-
28). Luther was not motivated by personal vindictiveness to write such
tracts as AGAINST THE JEWS AND THEIR LIES. We know that many
Jews who traveled through Wittenberg enjoyed Luther’s hospitality.
But Luther could not tolerate the pride of the Jews and the blasphemous
manner in which they spoke of the Lord Jesus. Consequently, in speak-
ing of the manner in which he takes the Jews to task, Luther says, ‘I
do it out of passion for my faith and to the honor of Thy divine majes-
ty.’’ Let those who criticize Luther in this respect look carefully at
the historical facts!

Slumped together the dark-haired housewife sat on the edge of the
bed. The face of the 35-year-old is pale. Under her eyes are deep
shadows which reveal the many sleepless nights experienced by this
despondent housewife. With trembling hands she takes the framed pic-
ture from the night-stand. It is Maria Bauer’s wedding picture. “‘Jos-
ef. why have you done this to us?”’ she asks softly. Josef is her hus-
band ‘She had given him four sons in the more than 19 years of their
marriage. Like their mother, the four boys can not comprehend what
happened on Feb. 5, 1982, when their father left the 7-room dwelling in
Melk (lower Austria) not to return to his family. Maria Bauer filed a
missing person complaint with the police. When Josef was located in
a restaurant, his two youngest sons quickly went to their father and
pleaded with him to come home. He told his boys to go home and he
would be there shortly. But, Josef did not go home. He was last seen
in Vienna and no trace of him has been found. Every year thousands of
housewives find themselves in a similar situation like Maria Bauer.
In fact, approximately 50,000 such cases were reported to the Federal
Criminal Office in Wiesbaden for 1980.

The above news item has been translated from a German weekly
magazine Neue Post (April 8, 1982) which has a circulation of 2,272
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million. Undoubtedly, there are just as many such cases right here in
our own country. Why do men leave their wives and children? - While,
of course, the reasons given are many, it all boils down to the fact
that such are really no Christians! (1 Cor. 7:15). What a different
story it would be if both husband and wife believed in the Lord Jesus
as their Savior and would seek to pattern their lives in accord with His
Word! Then the husband would not only provide for his family (1 Tim.
5:8), but he would also love his wife as Christ also loved the Church

and gave Himself for it (Eph. 5:25). The wife, in turn, would love her
husband and seek to arrange her household so ““that -the Word of God be
not blasphemed’’ (Titus 2:4,5). Where husband and wife refuse to do
this, not only they, but also their children, will have to suffer the

consequences !
N

Two California companies threatened to thaw the bodies of
a Maryland couple that were chemically preserved and frozen
after death unless they receive $169,000 in storage fees. Trans
Time Inc. of Berkeley and Bay Area Cryonic Society of Oakland
sued the relatives of Katherine and Ray Mills of Cumberland, Md.,
for non-payment, The Baltimore Sun reported. Bills for the pre-
servation of the couple, who both died at the age of 65, in 1974
and 1978 respectively, were paid by their son, Ray Mills, Jr.,
until his death in 1980. The cryonic companies charged in their
suit filed in U. S. District Court that the payments stopped after

the son’s estate was turned over to his aunt, Shirley Workman.
Art Quaife, president of Trans Time, said the Mills had made a
pact that when they died they wculd underge cryonic preserva-
tion. Although Ray Mills, Jr. was able to fulfil his parents’
wishes, he never made arrangements for his own preservation and

was buried traditionally following his death in a traffic accident,.

This ridiculous idea of cryonics (the practice of freezing a dead
diseased human being in hopes of bringing him back to life at some
future time when a cure for his disease has been discovered) empha-
sizes the body of the person instead of the soul! According to the
Word of God the soul is of paramount importance. The Lord Jesus
declares, ‘“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
" World, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?’’ (Mark 8:36,37). Therefore, ‘“‘fear not them which kill
the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell’’ (Matt. 19:%8). Once a per-
son has closed his eyes in death the only awakening there will be for
the body will be on that great Day of Resurrection when the unbeliev-

ers ‘‘shall go away .into everlasting punichment: but the righteous into
life eternal’’ (Matt. 25:46).

—--M.L.N.
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CATECHISM PROOF TEXTS...

Cast all your care upon Him; for He careth for you. 1 Pet. 5:7.

The section from which this passage is taken treats of the cross
of the Christians. They are exhorted: °‘‘Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time,’’ v. 6.
Closely connected with this Christian humility is confidence, trust, in
God. ‘‘Casting all your care upon Him.” Trials of faith produce cares,
spiritual cares. These they are to cast upon God in fervent prayer.
But Christians also are oppressed by temporal cares, cares for food,
raiment, and the like. These, too, they are to cast upon God. Chris-
tians are not to bear their lot stoically, in dull resignation. Thus the
children of the world suffer the sorrows that befall them. In its last
analysis this sentiment is despair. In the trials of this life, both spir-
itual and temporal, the thought oftentimes assails the Christian: God
has forsaken thee! No, says the apostle, not so. These cares, of
whatever nature they may be, are not to make us doubt God’s grace and
mercy. Whatever may betide: “‘cast all your care upon Him.’’ Why
can the Christian cheerfully do that? ‘‘He careth for you.’” 1t is not
a blind fate that rules over your lives, but God, your Father, guides
you. He careth for you, He is mindful of you, His fatherly eye rests
upon you. He will not allow you to be tempted above that you are able
to bear. Hence trust this Father in childlike confidence, and cast all
your cares——also the temporal cares——upon Him, and rest assured:
The Lord will provide.

The eyes of all wait upon Thee; and Thou givest them their meat
in due season. Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of
every living thing. Psalm 145:15,16.

Though God can preserve our lives without any earthly means
(Moses on Mount Sinai for forty days, Ex. 34:28), and though He can
provide the necessaries of life, directly (Deut. 8:3,4, Israel in the
desert; 1 Kings 17, Elijah; the widow), still it is His good pleasure to
provide for our sustenance mediately (through honest labor). In the
sweat of our brow we are to earn our livelihood. Who will not work
shall not eat, says the apostle. But it is God who preserves our
strength, our skill, etc., which enable us to obtain our daily bread. It
is He that promised: ‘‘While the earth remaineth, seed time and harv-
est, cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease,”’ Gen. 8:22. It is He that ‘‘maketh His sun to rise on the evil
and on the 2ond, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust,”
Matt. 5:45. It is He that “‘giveth rain in his season; He reserveth unto
us the appointed weeks of the harvest,”” Jer. 5:24. The words of our
text, teaching the universality of God’s providence, are literally true.
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Our meat, i.e., our food, our nourishment, is a gift of God. ‘‘Thou
givest them their meat in due season.”” And for Him it is a trifling
matter to provide for the millions of His creatures. He has but to
open His hand and they are satisfied. May God through His Word lead
us to know this more and more so as to receive our daily bread with
thanksgiving! Then while performing the work of our calling indus-
triously, we will commit the success of our labor to 'God, and thus
escape the carking cares for the morrow.

Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of them shall
not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Matt. 10:29,39.

God’s government extends even to the smallest and most trifling
matters. This comforting truth is most beautifully set forth here by an
argumentum a minore ad majus, (from the less to the greater).

The word farthing was used among the Greeks to designate any
small, insignificant amount. Its value, in our money, is about five-
eights of a cent. Two sparrows sold for five-eighths of a cent!
“And yet’”’ God cares for them; one of them shall not fall on the
ground—-without God’s permission: To the sparrows God stands but
in the relation of the Cieator to the creature. To you, however, He
stands in the relation of a father to a child. Emphatically God is call-
ed ““Your Father.”” The Creator who cares for the meanest of His
creatures, namely, the sparrows, will not He care for you, His child
whom He has bought with a price? Why, you are so precious in His
sight that His care extends to the very hairs of your head—-+rifling
matter as that may seem. Every one of them is numbered. o

““Our Lord’s line of argument here is in precisely the contrary
direction to that which men often follow on this subject. They will say
that no doutt God controls great matters, but that it is questionable
whether His care extends to such little things as the concerns of an
individual man. Jesus says, God takes care of the smallest and most
trifling things, and therefore we may be sure He cares for man, who is
so much more important.”” (Broadus.)

-- THEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY, 1907, Vol. 11, pp. 214f.
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