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Statemsrt of Rrpemes 

To set forth in simple and plain -* 
@age the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Rook of Con- 
cord of 1888, and the Brief S%atcrmSnt of 
19SZ. 

To ahow, ox *he ha& of Seriptnre 
What true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly livea. 

To furnish aids for Bible study car&i 
articles for Scriptural devotion a n d 
meditation. 

To demonstrate; by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Cancordb Lnthscran Con- 
ferenue is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in ita full truth and- purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do thip are 
the true visible church on tsauth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ao- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to pram- 
tice a God-pleraing church fellowuhip 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent tezrchfngs but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the game mind and in 
the same judgmen.” 

To expose faidse teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of the current happen 
ingsinthe church an.. i;lrrr;song the nations 
as signs of the timesti. 

To be truthful and factual in our FO- 
porting and freely to eorreot any ml#- 
fnformatfosn of which we are not awmu 
and which has been called to oulc atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of do&r&e or practice whiob 
may be unclear to our readers or whiab 
may create a wrong impwm 

To set forth pertinent historical in- 
formation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fit theories which contradict the Woti 
or @xi. 

To expose particularly the fulm tea- 
ching and practice of the Mom ~0. 
Called “Lutheran** church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what ia p-y recorded ia thQ 
Word of God, in the Lutherau confe 
eiona, and ln the old -hodox Lrrtbsrra 
m-s% 



A lady in our congregation gave my wife a copy of the August 
issue of the Ladies Home Journal bec.a’use my wife is fond of trying 
out new recipes. In this particular issue was also an article on Ka- 
tharine Htepburn, the 71-year-old actress, and the only actress to 
win three Oscars8 for Best Actress. 

It is very sad to note her denial of Biiblical teachings. Of mar- 
ria,ge she d,eclares: “I don’t believe in marria.ge.. It’s bloody imprac- 
tical to love, hono’r and obey” .-. . Of Jesus Christ: “ I am not relig- 
ious at all. But I am inspired by the notion of a figure like Jesus 
Christ, who lived ientirely for others,’ . . . “Of salvation : “I do the 
best I can. I try not to do r&en things. I don’t think I’m going to 
be sent to hell because I’m a non-believer. I really don’t”‘. . . Of Kfe 
after death.: “No, no, no, I don’t believe that at all,!” . . . 

The opinions expressed above by this well-known actress are 
shared by mil1ion.s of others ! And the fact that such people, be they 
ever so pl-ominent, may deny the plain teachings of the Bible does 
not subtract one iot.a from the authenticity of the Scriptures ; on 
the contrary, it reveals that “all Scripture is give% by insp,iration 
of God” 2 Tim. 3: 16. For the Scriptures testify that “the natura2 
man rectiveth not the things of the spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto h,im: neither can he know them, because th,ey are spir- 
itually .discern.ed” 1 C,or. 2 :14: And because all men are by nature 
spiritually blind, dread, and the enemies of God, “the wages of sin is 
death" Romans 6 :23. 

But thanks be to God who “so loved the world, that He ga,ve His 
only begotten. Soti, that whosoever believeth. in Him should not per- 
ish, but have ev&&&ny life" John 3 :16. Thlese are the glad tidings 
tih,ich the Lord has connnanded us to “preach to every creature” 
Mark 16: 15. It is a responsibility which the Lord has laid upon all 
of us Christians. And we should strive to carry out such a bles,sed 
task with all fa$ithfulness in our own congregations and> jointly in 
our Conference, preachmg the Gospmel of our ble8s.e.d‘ Savior, "for 



there is nOne other name under heaven given among rnzen, whereby 
we must be saved” Acts 4 92. 

Where we have held aloft the Word of Life and our witness has 
not been received, then the fault rests squarely upon those who have 
rejected (the love of Christ ! Then those who spurn Him who al.one ,is 
“‘the Way, the Truth, and the Life” John 14 :6, and who flippantly 
east aside the glorious Bib~lical truths, will experie~nce to their ever- 
lasting dismay the grim reality of our Lord’s words, “he that be- 
.lieveth not the Son &ail not see life but the wra,th of God al;ideth 
on him” John 3:36. 

-M. L. Natterer, President 

DO WE NEED ANOTHER LUTHER? 

November is a very special month for us Latheran Christians. 
For it was on the tenth day of this month almost five-hundred years 
ago that the great Reformer was born, whose name we a8ectionate- 
ly bear. And as we looik about us in these latter days of sore distress 
and w.itness many conditions, within visible Christendiom that close- 
ly parallel those at Luther’s time, is i,t any wondelr that w,e sigh to 
‘the Throne of Grace, “0 L!ord, how long??” Folr Satan is still our 
busy enemy, sowing the seed of enmity, discord, heresy and pride 
,iato the fertile soil of th,e heart of man, in hop,es of decreasing, if 
not ruinin,g altogether, the Savior’s harvest of precious souls ! Yes, 
the words which Martin Luther penned, so many years ago &ill a.e- 
,curately portray the onsllaughts of the devil an.d will continue TV do 
so until the end of the world: 

The oZd e&F FOQ now means deadly woe! 
Deep guile and igreat might are his dread! arm +n figh<t! 

On earth is not his eqml! 

An:d so we constantly hear and read of gross departures from 
the pure Word of God on every hand and r e’sru Et i ng sch,isms or 
“splits” within the church. High-pitched battles rage betweea con- 
servatives and liberals over even the m.ost f,un.damental doctrines of 
Holy Scripture (wh,ile the participants in th.e “war” continue TV re- 
gard one another as brethren in. the faith and qmmun’e at the same 
altar). AnId, among the miasses of la,ymen along the sidelines, we 
notice a ltukewarm ind;ifference to the whole struggle and, a confess- 
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14 inability properly to discern between right and wrong. Oh, how 
sad+! H’ow utterly incredible that sach conditions should exist among 
the ve.ry h,eirs of the R.eformat.ion, so-called “Lutherans” of our 
da.y, whose casual attitude ,tow!asd the truth is also pictured in I.&h- 
,er’s famous battle-hymn: 

The Word they still shall let remain 
And nob a tha+nk have for it! 

Do we perha.ps need another Luther, another man of his staunch 
and fearlless stand again.st any and all fo,es, another dynamic and 
magnetic person,ality to appeal to thme common ma.sses o:f people, a 
down-to-earth preacher of that “old time religion”.to get the church 
back on the right track? Luther was all of those thin.gs and much, 
much more. He was vigorous, bold, hardworking, energetic. He was 
at the same time scholarly and rustically co,mmon, serious and hum- 
orous, prackical an.d artistic, conservative and innovative. And4 he: 
was admimred eve,n by many of his foes ! Dr. Luther’ was indeed bless- 
ed by the Lord with these aad many other wonderful traits whi,ch 
benefited him in the titanic work to which he had been called. 

But Luther’s success did not rest on his dynamic personality, 
nor on hlis knofwledge, experience or perseverance. It lay instead in 
th.e Gospel of Christ, “the power ,of God unto salvataion to evtwyon,e 
that believeth” (Romans 1:16). It was not the man but the message, 
which by God+% rich grace Hie p.ermitted Luther to d&over in the 
sacred pa,ges of His Word. L.uth,er wa.s merely His ‘instrument or 
tool, which He specially fired, and forged for the task of r,estoring 
His Word, in its truth and purity to a world ste.eped in spiritual dark- 
ness and ,ignorance. It is the principles of the R.eformation, anchor- 
ed in the ,immutable Word of God, which will endure forever, long 
after the memory of the maIn begins to wane. 

By God,% grace we still have and hold fast to these wonderful 
principles: First, the all-sufficiency of ScrJpture a,s thle verba.lly-in- 
spired, inerrant and immutable Word. of God (sola ScrZptura) . Fail- 
ure to recognize and hold firmly to this principle can only result in 
departu,re from the truth and subsequent aimless wandering in the 
paths of specul;ation,. doubt, skepticism and finally despair elf the 
truth altogether! The second great principle of the Reformation, is 
justification fiv f a$%, namely, salvation alone by God,% free grace 
for Christ’s sake, totally apart from any works of l&e Law. This; 
salvation ifs received alone b.y true faith. or coinfidence, created, in 
the heart by the Holy Spirit through the Word @ala gratis, s.ola fi- 



de), Without the second great principle of Holy Writ we would all 
still be mired in the quicksand of popery, clinging to our ,own works 
of righteousness for salvation, and thus be doomed to everlasting 
damnation. It is the adherence to these principles that makes the 
Christian sure and certain of his salvation and also confid,ent in the 
knowledge of the truth that m.akes him free. (Epheslians 2:8-9; 
John 8 :31-32) 

Do we then really need another Luther? Certainly not, for we 
still have his legacy to the world, the restoration through him of the 
Word of God in its truth and purity. How we should daily thank 
and praise our gracious Lord for the blessed opportunity even to 
have it! But merely to have it is not enough. Wle must cherish it, 
lest we again lose it! We must gla,dly hear and. learn it, lest we for- 
get it! We must guard it, lest we permit it to be defil,ed and trod- 
den und!er foot! We must use it zealously to spread i&s sacr,ed, mes- 
sage o\f forgiveness, life and salvation also to many others ! Yes, 
this is what we really need : The Word of God which hveth and abid- 
aeth forever! 

0 God, our Lord, Thy holy Word 
Was long a hidden treasurs 
Till Qo its place it was by grace 
Restored in fullest measure. 
For this day our thanks we say 
And gladly glodfy Thee. 
Thy mercy show and grace bestow 
On all who still ‘deny Thee. 

Amen. (L.H. 266, 1) 

Submitted through his Pastor by: 
David T. Mensing, c.r.m. 

NOTICE 
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS 

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of 
Christian congregations banded together to carry out the 
Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative eff art. 
One of our joint endeavors 1s the operation of a theological 
Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry. If you 

- Please turn to page I I3 - 



INTERESTING TRIBUTES TO LUTfiER 

BY CATHOLICS: 

Aud:in : 

Bossuet : 

Erasmus: 

Nichelet : 

“Luther’s translation of the Bible is a noble monu- 
ment of literature. (In it are) eviaence of genius 
and. expressions as natural, as beautiful, and melod- 
iou.s as in the original language.” 

“Luther is the lightning which has aroused the old 
world from its lethargy ; it was not so much Luther 
that spoke as God, whose lightnin,gs burst from his 
lips.” 

“The faot that Luther’s character is so upright that 
even his enemies find not,hing to slander in it, must 
considerably prejudice us in his favor.” 

“Lu.ther has been the restorer of liberty in modern 
tim:es.” 

BY NON-CATHOLICS: 

Boehmrer: 

Bower: 

IIare: 

Lindsay : 

Ranke: 

“Even regarded purely as an intellectual eharact- 
er, Luther was a phenomenon. that has no equal.” 

“ (In Luther) we discern no step taken for the gra- 
tification of personal aSdvantage. All is disinterest- 
ed and zealous, all is prompted by an anxiety to un- 
d4erstand and promulgatie the Word of God.” 

“The more one knows of Luther, the grand;er hebe- 
comes, the more, tool, he wins not merely re’verence, 
but love.” 

“Luther occasioned the greatest revolution which 
Western Europe has ever seen,, and he ruled it till 
h,is death. History shows no kingher ma.n than this 
Thuringian miner’s son.” 

“Luther gave to German literature the character 
by which it has been distinguished ever since. : thor- 
ough investigation, de:pth of thought, an’d bold at- 
tack of error.” 

IQ7 



Smith : 

Bryce : 

‘?Ve must all admit that the Saxon reformer was 
one of the greatest of the sons of me.n.. His brain was 
the most active, his h.eart was the most passionately 
earnest, his will the most indomitable.” 
“The Reformation erected the standard of civil as 
well as religious ,liberty” 

Selected by O.W.S. 

BLESSING G B FOR HIS 
GREATEST BLESSING 

“Blessed be *he Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited 

and redeemed His people.” [Luke I :6B) 

With Thanksgiving only shortly past, we find ourselves already 
in the Advent Season. On Thanksgiving Day, Christians thanked 
God from a heart of gratitude for His ma,ny blessings upon us, both 
bodily and spiritua.1. B.ut because we often live as though this world 
were our final hom.e, it is easy for us to dwell on bodily b,lessings 
and to slight the spiritual ones. 

Since we are now in the Advent season, the fo,ur weeks before 
Christmas, Christians have special opportunity to dwell upon their 
spiritual blessings, to prepare their hearts for the Savior’s coming 
and to bless and thank God for His greatest blessing to men. 

The w.or’ds of praise [in the text above are from the opening 
verse of a psalm spo.ken by Z,acharias the priest, the father of John 
the Baptist. On that eventful day when he was carrying out his 
priestly duty of burning incense in the temple, the an,gell Gabriel ap- 
peared to h,im and told him that he would have a son whose name 
would be John. The ange;l said that John would also, be a powerful 
preacher who would prepare the people for the Lord’s coming. 

But Zacharias and his wife Eilizabeth were very old and so he 
couldn’t believe that at their age they woluld have a son. So he ask- 
ed the angel skeptically, “HOW shall I /mow this?” Because he did 



not believe the good news of the angel, he was told., “Behold you shaZE 
be dtimb, un.d not able to speak, until the day that t.hese things shalt 
be perFormed, bec’ause thoix believest nlot my words, ,which shall be 
fdfilkxi in bheir season.” (Luke 1: 20) 

Just as the angel had said, Zeeharias became dumb. By depriv- 
ing him for a. tim,e of an important bod.ily blessing, the gift of speech, 
the Lord brou.ght him to a better understanding of thze greatest of 
all blessings, the ,coming of God:s own Son into the world. Durin’g 
the nine months of sil,ence before John’s birth, Zaeharias had 0,~ 
portunity to med.itate upon the angel’s, ,announc.ement Ito him. He had 
a chance to ponder the wonderful Scripture promises, of the coming 
Xes’siah. 

VVhen his speech was finally restored h,e did not say, “Thank 
you God for giving me my speech b,aek.” He did not say, “Thank you, 
God for giving me th,e son I’ve always. wanted.” But instead he rec- 
ogn,ized the greatest blessing of all, the blessing of a Savior and a 
Redeemer. His first words were, “Blessed Eke the Lord God of IwaeE:; 
f,or Me hath vL6te.d and redeemed His people.” 

When God %%tsy’ His people, He comes with a blessing in a 
special wa.y. Now the Savior of the world was soton to be born, 4,000 
years after the first promise to Adam and Eve was given. (Gen. 3: 
15) It was through this Savior that ,God chose bo red,e.em H,is people 
from their sins, as the Bible assures us, “The blood of Jesus Chtist, 
His SOS, cleanseth us from a.ll sin.” (1 John 1:7) 

John the Baptist, Zacharias’ son, had a very important part in 
God’s blessed plan of s a 1 v aI t i o,n. He was to prepare the people’s 
hear+& f;or Chrislt’s coming. He preache,d “the baptism of repetitance 
for the remission of ii+wyy (Mark 1:4) He gave them the “kn*ow- 
kdge of salva,tiolPz.” (Luke 191) And he told them, “He that believk 
eth nlot the SON shall, not see life; but the uwath of God uEideth on 
him.” (John 3 :36) 

Advent means “coming.” True preach-ers, who want to prepare 
their people for Christ’s advent will follow the exa.mpl,e of John the 
Baptist. They will not tickle the people’s ears with flattery and sweet 
sounding talk. They will tell them to repent of their sdn,s. They will 
point them to the coming Savior who has redeemed them from their 
sins. Only in this way will people appreciate God’s greatest bless- 
ing of all, ,the gift of ,a Savior. Only in *his way will they & able, 
with Zacharias, to bless and thank Him for it. 

-8W.L. 



GOD-PLEASING thankfulness 
cannot be attained by any hu- 
man effort. It is an art which 
the Holy Ghost teaches us when 
He brings us to faith in Jesus 
as our Savior and when He 
keeps us and preserves us stead- 
fast in that faith through His 
Word and Sacrament. And our 
saving faith in Jesus not only 
makes our thanksgiving accep- 
table to the Lord but it puts our 
thanksgiving into the proper 
perspective. Were it not for Je- 
sus and His sacrifice of love on 
the cross, this world and every- 
thing that is in it would not be 
in existence today. Were it not 
for God’s unfathomable grace in 
Christ there would not be a sin- 
gle blessing in this world but 
only an eternal and everlasting 
curse. This entire world and u- 
niverse exists and blessings are 
poured out upon the children of 
men (both believers and unbe- 
lievers) for the sake of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, for it is only 
through Christ and His work of 
Redemption that our God de- 
monstrates and manifests His 
favorable disposition toward all 
people. 

MANY INDEED are those who 
on Thanksgiving Day, by fine 
words and fair speeches, endea- 
vor to thank God for His many 
gifts but who reject Jesus as 
their Savior through whom a- 

lone God bestows His gifts upon 
mankind. Such thanksgiving is 
not acceptable before God. The 
thanksgiving of an unbeliever is 
ez4 in God’s sight, for the Bible 
tc11s us: “witho?Ct fnlx?2. it is inz- 

possible to please Him,” HEB. 
ll:6; “Whcttsoever is not of 
fui th is sin,” I30~.14: 23, and, 
“They that are in the flesh CWI- 
not plectse God,” ROOM. 8: 8. 

IT 1s ONLY through faith in 
Christ as our Savior that we are 
able truly to thank the Lord God 
for every gift of body and soul, 
property and honor. Then and 
then only are we able to ap- 
proach the throne of God’s grace 
with a thankoffering acceptable 
to Him (like that of pious Abel). 
Then and then only will our 
hearts overflow with words and 
hymns of gratitude and praise 
for everything from the air we 
breathe to the job we hold, from 
the wages we receive to the pro- 
perty we own. Then and then 
only will we be able to thank the 
Lord truly and acceptably for 
food, drink, clothing, shoes, 
house, home, field, cattle, mo- 
ney, goods, a pious spouse, pious 
children, pious and faithful ru- 
lers, good government, good 
weather, peace, health, disci- 
pline, honor, good friends, faith- 
ful neighbors and the like. Then 
and then only will we be able 
truly to thank the Lord for gi- 



ving us our body and soul, eyes, 
ears, and all our members, our 
reason and all our senses, and 
for preserving them; for daily 
and richly providing us with all 
and more than we need to sup- 
port this body and life; for de- 
fending us against all danger; 
for guarding and protecting us 
from all evil; and for giving us 
all these things not because we 
deserve them (without and mer- 
it or zvorthirms in me) but only 

because (of l%s grace and love in 
Christ Jesus, our Savior. 

AND IF SUCH thanksgiving 
fills our hearts, it will show it- 
self in our lives by an eagerness 
and a willingness gladly to hear 
and to learn God’s Word; to 
heed and to follow what He tells 
us in His Word and thus to let 
Him lead us and direct our path. 
If such thanksgiving fills our 
hearts we will not work against 
God with our gifts and talents 
but we will serve the Lord with 
gladness. With Samuel, we will 
say: “Speak Lord, Thy servant 
heareth,” and with Mary, we 
will exclaim: “Behold the hatid- 
qyzaicl of the Lord,” and with the 
Apostle Paul, we will eagerly en- 
quire: “Lord, what wilt Thou 
Iu~c! r~z! to CEO?” and with thank- 
ful hearts and voices we will 
sing: 

As Thy prospering hand h&h 
blessed 

Wt? will give Thee of our best, 
,4nd $y deeds of kind& love 
For ThzJ mercies grateful prove. 
S.ingiqzs tkus thou all our days 
Praise to God, immortal praise! 

-P. R. 11. 



T’his is the t&e of year when we hear much about. new years 
and old years. Th:e Year of our Lord 1981 is quickly d.rawing to a 
close and a whole new year of grace will, Lord willing, soon begiin 
for all Christ’s believin,g people. 

The passing of years is marked an,d observed by nearly every- 
o’ne, by both Christians and heathen. But there the &nilarity ceas- 
es ; for while the p.eop1.e of this world use the coming of the new year 
as an occasion for m.ere partying or “‘drowning their sorrlows” in 
Oohol, etc., the Chri,stians see and use it as an o p p o r t u n i t y 
for thankin,g the Lord for His care over the past year a.nd. for pray- 
ing for His continued necessary blessings. 

Not only has the Christian Ch.urch continaally observed t$he 
standard calendar year in a God-pleasing manner, but it has also 
almost universally observed another s p e e i al year, known as the 
Ch.urch Year. Like the other, this year too has seasons and special 
holidays (indeed, tru:e HOLY days). But the p,urpos!e o$f lthese are 
much h,i g h ,e r than the purposes for those of the other year. The 
seasons of the Church Y,ear center in the Lord Qd, ia. all He has 
tine for us., and in how the Church lives in His grace. The Church 
calendar is devised to bring before the attention of the Christ&m 
khoughts and words from the whole counsel of God. 

We have no’w just biegun. another new Church Year; for it be- 
gins four Sundays b,efore Christmas with the wonderfu:l Advent 
season--the texts of which prepare ou.r hearts for the coming of our 
Lord. Through this year we shall focus our hearts and minds on 
Christmas--God thle Father’s Bending His Son to be our S,avior ; on 
Epiphany--His being made knolwn to us and to all as our Savi!or ; on 
Lent--the Son’s great su,ffering for our sins ; on Easter--His; mighty 
rtriumphal resurrection and our justification ; on Pentecost--God the 
Holy Ghost’s coming to work faith in our heart by Word and Sac- 
ra,ment ; yea, on the Holy Trin:ity ; and on the lessons for the Church 
for this life right up to the la.st day. By God’s free grace we shall be 
strengthened and increased in the faith this year by the rich b&s- 
ings of His Word. 

Now, some may wonder, why doesn’t the Church Year corres- 
pond with the standard year recognized by all? But another ques- 
tion might be asked : Why d,on’t ad1 follow the Christian. Church, not 
only in their calendar but es p e c i a 11 y in their f&h, instead of 



the heathen ways that. so stain the lives of those who follow only the 
standard calendar developed by Ju1iu.s Caesar? We are not advocat- 
ing that we abandon the standard year. But neither do Christians 
see the necessity of aligning their beautiful calendar with that of 
the world’s. Besides, is it not fitting to keep also this reminder that 
we are not of the world, but a people set apa.rt to live and, rejoice in 
the grace of God for Christ’s sake? 

550 then, while the world goes its way and prepares with f,ear 
and sorrow to meet another worldly year, we Christilans rejoice in 
that we have already begun another year of grace from ou,r dear 
Lord and God.. In fact, as each morning is the beginning of a brand 
new clay, so we may even look to each new day as the beginning elf 
a brand new year of grace and love from Jesus ; for, because of His 
sacrifice many years ago, because of His merciful forgiven,ess of our 
sins, each c?ay dawns with all th.e sins of the past removed from us 
as far as the east is from the west (Ps. 103: 12), and we stand a- 
fresh, and pronounced clean before God. 

““It is .o.f the Lord’s mercies that ,we are not consum,ed., ijecau+se: 
His cornpassions fail not. They a,593 new e v e r y mornfhg: great k 
Thy f uithfulness.” Lamentations 3 :22, 23. 

Suggestion from the writer : 
Ask your pastor for more details concerning the Chris,tian 

Church Year. As a proj,ect, espsecially if you have scho.ol children, 
you might m.ake up a monthly calendar which emphasizes the seas- 
ons and holy days of the Church Y,ear. 

-R.D.S. 
*~,k&~*s,~~-~ -. D-r-B -ss?s 

- Continued from page 106 - 

are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but 
are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we 
can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? For 
further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi- 
tion, call or write : 

Rev. James W. Luedtke 
Chairman, Committee on Missions 
Box 33 
Wilmot, South, Dakota, 57279 
Area Code 605-938-4509 



As was. mentioned in our last iss.ue, there are no fall classes at 
our Seminary this year because oaf the speci,al circumstances affecb 
ing our part-time student. It is our prayer that under the Lord the 
personal matters in his li,fe will be resolved SO that he can continue 
hils theolo,gical studies in preparation for the work of the, Lutheran 
ministry. 

In view of these eond’itions it was most gratifying that the del- 
ega-tes at our Wilmot convention last June unanimously resolved to 
continue our Seminary and its theological program so that it stands 
ready at all times to welcome new students to begin their prepara- 
tion for the noble work of faithful pastors in ou.r midst. 

In the meantime your professors, at the direction of the C’onfer- 
ence in convention assembled, are on a work “Sabbatical” and are 
busying themselves with various projects as outlined at the June, 
1981, convention. One of these ,is revi\sing the Exposition of Luther’s 
SmaZZ Catechism so, as to make it ,even more relative and applicable 
to modern trends in religious thinking and doctrinal teaching. The 
intention is to amplify certain portions of this handbook so.that the 
,reader and student will be equipped to counteract, on the basis of 
Scripture, current false doctrines and their applications. This r+ 
vision is to be ready four weeks (not four months, as stated in the 
last ‘issue) before the next Pastoral Conference to which it will be 
submitted. Other projects with which your professors occupy their 
time were listed in the last issue of our periodical. 

Should anyone desire further information on our Seminary, 
please contact the undersigned at the address on the back cover. 

In closing, a’ reminder what you, dear Conference member, can 
do for the ben,efit of our institution ! Above all,, PRAY k;o, the l&yj 
for it that He would continue to guid.e and direct all things to Hiis 
glory and, that He would move the hearts of young men to come for- 
ward and declare that. they desire to be ambassadors in His king- 
dom ! ENCOURAGE gifted young m.en to consid,er this vital work 
of being Gospel messengers and show them the great need of having 
faithful pastors in. ou.r mid,st for the future! And .continue to GIVE 
generously for our Seminary in token of your love to the Lord and 
of your deep gratitude for the pure Word whi.ch you have and enjoy 
by His grace! 

God help us all to carry out these solemn and necessary actions 
to His gloqy and to the welfare of immortal souls.! 

0. W. Schaefer, President 
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. . . tith editorial comment 
The ruins of an ancient synagogue in the desert of Galilee have 

yield:ed a portion of an ark of the covenant--one that is supposedly 
an ancient copy of the long-lost original. A husband and w,ife t,eam 
from Duke University and a University of South Florida professor 
claimed the discovery, which they said was the first such find in the 
ruins of ancient Palestine, The portion of the ark found at the site 
of Nabratein in u.pper Ga.lilee is made of white limestone and also 
weighs, more than 1,000 pounds. The designs of the ark show two 
ram!pant lilons sitanding astrid,e a gabled roof and a scalloped shell 
with a pla,ce for the ever-burning light of Jewish and Christian tra- 
dition. Don S,eaver, a spokesman at Duke, said archaeologists believe 
ancient arks copited the design of the original. The new discovery 
was found burised in the prayer platform of a later structure after 
an earlier synagogue had been badly damaged in an earthquake in 
306 A.D. 

The command to build the Ark of the :Covenant and a descrip- 
tion of it is found in Exodus, chapters 25 and 37.The Ark was q 
chest made of a.cacia wood, about 3% fest long, 21/, feet ,wide, and 2 
1% feet high. Th,e lid 0% this chest ‘zvas the mercy seat land, was made 
of solid gold. Two golad chembs adorned the top of thi&.I, onIe on 
each end, with their wings covering the mercy .seat and th)eir faces 
looking down toward the lid. The Ark contained the two tablles of 
stone on wh.ich th.e Ten Commandments had been written utnd a pot 
of manna (Exodus 16:33,34). The Ark was to be placed’in the Most 
Holy Place and covered with a vtil (Exodus ,40:20, 21). In all p~ob- 
ability the Ark was stolen *during the Babylonian Cuptivity and then 
either destrloyed OT lost. Had it remained it cou,ld very wet1 have be- 
come the object of wjorsh.ip for the Israelites which was forbiddea 
Ey t.he Lord in the First Commandment. After all, Fo’ok what th-e 
Israelites had done with the brass serpent th.& Moses had made (2 
Kings 18.-h; Numbers 21.%-9). 

“Jesus made me Kosher,” proclaimed the T-shirt worn by a 
youn.g man handing out leaflets on a busy Manhattan street corner 
in New Yo,rk City. He is a convert ,to “Jews for Jesus,” a group 
whose members have hit big city streets this summer, aggressively 
preaching a belief in Jesus Christ 8,s the M0ssia.h whi1.e chnging to 
thieir Jewish identity. “Jews for Jesus,” which claims 14,000 follow.. 



,ers, is the largest and best organized ti several groups of so-called 
“Messianic Jews.” For the Jewish community, which is acut,ely sen- 
sitive about mis.si’onaries, tlhe existence of these groups raises dis- 
&urbin,g questions. Rabbi Marc Tannenbau-nn, national interreligious 
affairs director of the American Jewish Com.mittlee, calls Messianic 
Jews “a theological impossibility.” H,e says, “The%*e a.re only 14 mil- 
lion Jews in the world today ; we cannot afford to lose e v en one.” 
Writing in the evangelical journal “Christianity Today,” Tannen- 
baum argued that a Mfessianic Jew is a “theological impolssibility” 
because “Judaism is incompatiblte with any belief in the divinity of 
a huma.n being.” Rabbi Yechiel Echstein of the Jewish Anti-Defa- 
mat&n Lea,gue of B’nai Brith says attempts to convert Jew,s has a 
a “Very s.ad history associated with it,” including thousands, if not 
millions of Jews, who were willihg to die at the stake rather tha.n 
accept Christianity. Evangelist Billy Graham says he believes God 
has a special relationship with the Jewish peolplel, and he ha!s never 
made a special appeal to Jews. 

The above could not state it any plain,er! The attitude of t,he. 
Jaws towar,d Jesus Christ has not changed Isince the days of IChrist’s 
public ministry as reeorde,d Zn the Gospels! In, John, chapter 8, for 
example, the Je.ws became so angry at the Savior tha.t they told Him, 
“Say we not well that Thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?” And 
t?zen, when He told them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Ab- 
raham was, I am,” the Jews even c.ttempted to stone Him. Their hos- 
tility remains! Only the power of God through the Gospel can change 
the& hearts (Rom. 1:16). Therefore as the,Lor,d grants u.s oppo+ 
tunity we should also tell th,e Jews ablout Jesus, without Whom no 
man comes unto the Father (John 14 :6). 

In a wave of violence over the last two weeks, an.gry mobs 
ston,ed or s.acked Rev. Sun, Myung Moon churches in 7 cities in Braz- 
il. Poliioe protection saved Moon temples from a.ttack in 3 other cit- 
ies. Hurling sticks, stones, bottles, eggs, oranges and tomatoes, about 
2,000 students in Sao Paulo laid siege to the Brazilian headquarters 
of Moon’s Unification Church. In Rio and Brasilia.,crowds brokein- 
to Unification centers, forcing members to flee. Most olbservers agree 
i&at the s:udd,en violence here stems from a series of sensati,onalized 
repo,rts on thle group shoiwn this month o,n “Fantastico,” Brazil’s 
most widely watched weekly television program. One recent seg- 
ment showed shouting fathers and weeping mothers, and an announ.. 
cer breathlessly headlitied-: “News that threat.ens all Brazilians : 



pressured to leave the United States, Rev. Moon is preparing to 
eome to Brazil.. . Moon is the leader of an immense sect of fanatics 
Ispread throughout the world . . . Th:e sect is accused of enticing min- 
ors, preaching the separation of families and illicitly exploiting the 
work of #indoctrinated youths.” Juvenile court judges across Brazil 
prohibited minors from joining the sect and required l&to Zl-year- 
olds to obtain written parental permission before participating. 
Moon himself reportedly applied. twice Over the last two years for 
tourist visas to visit Brazil, most recently in June. Bloth requests, 
according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, were denied.. A;urelio 
Jose Paiva, of Volta Redonda., left the Unification Church after 7 
days and described the initiation process. “Et was frm six in. thle 
morning until midnight, continuously listening to’ ltheir theology. 
Then at 4 a.m., the,y woke u.s up for physical education. . . Youcan’t 
h.ave contact with the o.utside world--it was really brai.nwashing.” 
0scarina Concalves, of Londrina, Parana, l,eft the cult and she re- 
cently charged : “Really there is nothing of Christ. He (Moon) is only 
a person who uses others to work for free. We used ito’ go out on the 
street selling cookies, saying it was for shelters, to help poor ch?l- 
dren, but in reality it doesn’t help anyone. The money all goes 30 
Rev. Moon.” 

It isaa well-known fact that f&loon em%Aes himsdf at the ex- 
pense lof othem. Onie can understand, but certainly not con&me, t.he 
v%olence on the pa& of the people toward this churl&an! 

The Christian News (Sept. ‘7, 1981) printed a very informa- 
tive article on the Rev. D,onald Alsbury and h:is Christ’s Household 
of Faith in St. Paul, Minnesota. We reme)mber Rev. Alsbu.ry, a form- 
ler Lutheran pastor, from years back. In the ea,rly 1960sl he left the 
Misssouri Synod because of their liberalism. On a visit to the Pacif- 
ic Northwest Rev. P. R. Bloedel and I h,ad a meeting with him in 
Lebanon, Oregon. We didn’t get very far becaluse of his peculiar po- 
#sitions. According to the Christian News Rev. Alsbu.ry’a Christ’s 
Household of Faith was organizpd in the late 1960s. H!e was la.ter 
joined by Rev. Vernon Harms and ‘70 of his members who sold their 
property and quit their jobs in St. Helens, Ore.gon, moving to Min- 
nesota to be in Alsbury’s commune. It seems that Alsbury rules his 
commuae with an iron fist. He has a fierce temper and has been 
known to u.se physical force on members to keep them in line. He 
coaches a top-notch girl’8 basketball team and expects perfect o&d- 
ience. “The girlsl on the team obey me.. . they d&t know that I’m 
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the Alsbury, prophet, king, coach, the wise.” At times he’ll spend 
more th.an an hour during one of his worship servi,ces (9 a.m. to 5 
#or 6 p.m.) talking abou,t a game or blasting i,& members if they didn’t 
perform up to his exp,ectations. Alsbury doesn’t consider marriage 
outside his cult valid, so he remarries many of them. He constantly 
Iexperiences visions. A list of “Quotations from Chairman Dlon” has 
been recorded by one of his followers : 

I am the Big Daddy.. . I am the Judge of Israel.. . I am the 
King. I own everything, you own nothing. . . Jesu.s had inter- 
course with me, He sunk the seed that is now growing up in me 
, . . Up out of me comes teaching; knowledge and under&and- 
ing... I am God. in the flesh. Yo,u. are gods, too. . . I am Jesus 
Christ to you.. . I am the Lord’s Christ whether you believe it 
or not... Faith in Jesus is not enough . . . The Lord has made 
me the person who can cast people into hell and throw the key 
away. . . When those who are under me start arguing with me, 
my desire is to punch them in the mouth, and send them to hell 
etc., etc. 
It is difficult fo,r the &s@nchanted to leave the commune sinca 

they have signed all of their earthly possessions over to Alsbury 
who seems to huve the earmark8 of another Jim Jones!!! 

-M.LN. 

DAVID’S PROPHECY CONCERNING CHRIST 

THE FOUR 'WEEKS preceding Christmas are known as the Advent 
Season, it is a very joyful season because it is a time of looking for- 
ward to the glorious birthday of the Christchild. .Already in the Old 
Testament true believers eagesly awaited the arrival of thte promis- 
ed Messiah. and clung in fa.ith to al! the prophecies which God gave 
them concerning His Son. One of these is found in PSALM 14, verse 
7: “Oh thut the salvation of Jsrael were come out of Zion? when. the 
Lord bringeth back the captivity of His peopl,e,‘Jacob shall rejoice 
.and Israel s.hall be glad!” 

IN THIS TEXT the beloved\ psalmist David glories in the salva- 
tion of God and sighs for the coming of the Savior. Through the pro.. 
phet Nathan God gave the house of David the promise concerning 
th.e Mlessiah, saying “I will set up thy seed after thee, . . r ~$1 stab- 



lish the thT*one .bf His kingdom forever . . . I w%l be His Futhesr arlzd 
He shall be My Son. I” II Sam. 7 :X2-14. This and other prophecies in- 
creased David’s yearning.for the coming %vior and became the joy 
of his life and the object of his waiting. Lifting his, voice in song, he 
declares, “Oh thut the salvation of Israel w&33 come ouit of Ziofnn!” 

Dee WE WAIT for the Lord in the Christmas message with the 
same desire? Do we mean it when we sing, ‘“An8xiously we wait for 
Thee”? God forbid that we look forward more to the externals of 
Christmas than to the beloved Child in the manager! For He is, as 
David writes, the salvation of Israel ! The entire human race lay in 
sin and corruption and was doomed eternally for its transgressions 
of God’s laws. B.ut God in IIis great love for mankind prolm.ised and 
sent the Redeemer to rescue the capt,ives and deliver them from sin, 
death, and hell. That was the hope of the Old Tedarm& believers, 
t.hat, is also our hope, and all who,com’e to Jesus in true faith are pw- 
sonally saved through Hiis work of atonement for all the world, 

TLHE EELIEVERS of old were not disappointed in their yearning, 
and wa,iting ; for after David, salvation came out of Zion as the. dear 
Christchild, the promised Messiah, was born of the Virgin Mary. 
Then were fulfilled the words: Jacob shall rejoibe, and Israel shall, 
be gl,ad. I” Many were the songs of praise that ascended on, -high be- 
ca.use God had. kept IIis Word. 

OURS IS ALSO the glorious privilege to proclaim that Jesus, thie 
Savior of the world, 1~s indeed come and has reconciled. us unto God. 
IIow we ought tot cling to this Redeemer in these times and remain ” 
loyal. to Him and His Word! Such a faith will help us celebrat,e a 
truly blessed holiday season and will guide us on through life&our 
heavenly goal. 

GOD GRANT that the Advent season has been a time of proper 
preparation and that our hearts are ready for a GodpIea:sing obser- 
vance of Christmas ! 

-0.w.s. 
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