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Statement of Pmqpum: 

To set forth in simple and plain Ian- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
~1s taught by the true Lutheran Church 
ATI full accordance with the Book of @on- 
curd of X680, and the Brief &tattamant of 
1932. 

To show, OR the basis of EJedpture 
What true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to k&d godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion a n d 
meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concorlr)Lls Luthman Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, a,nd practice the 
Word of God in tta full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true viaible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position In doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ao- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter i,o prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
w P t,h them. 

To show that we do not have-among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, ‘<perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgmen. .” 

To expose false taching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of XXLB current happen- 
ings in the church an& among the nations 
as signs of the timerer. 

To be truthful and factual in our r+ 
porting and freely try ~rrect any @a- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to o’rlr atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any ftiormatlon 02 
statement of doCtriU8 or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or wbdch 
may create ?5 wrong lmp~lcab 

To set forth pertjnent historical in- 
formation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expme modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called s&n& 
fit theories which contradict the Woti 
of Cod. 

To 8xpa8 par%icularly the fake tea- 
ching and practice of the various so. 
called ‘%Uth8lVLIl” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practiors 
with what la plainly recorded frm the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confe& 
aiona, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
Writillg6. 



“What a magnificent sight. I” Such was the exclamation uttered 
by my wife as we saw the Green Lakes nest1e.d at the base of the; 
Cascade Mountains. Like millio~ns of other vacationers this last sum- 
mer we left home, having been given a week’s vacation in August 
by the congregation, to enjoy some much-needed relaxation and rest. 
We camped at one of o.ur favorite lakes up in the Cascades. My son- 
.in-law planned a number of long invigorating hikes. One of these 
hikes wa.s a II-mile walk following a scenic mountain stream which 
eventually led us to the Green Lakes. Another hike took us up Mt. 
Washington where we were a,ble to look down and enjoy an unob- 
structed view of the forests and lakes. 

Such a vacation is never a vacation away from the precicous 
Word of Life ! Our faith continued to be nourished and strengthened 
by appropriate devotions and a service on Sunday morning in which 
we were even privileged to have two visitors join us. 

To gaze upon the majestic mountains, the placid lakes, and the 
tranquil forests, is to behold the manifestation of God’s almighty 
power and love. After all, the beauties of nature did not spring into 
,existence of themselves as the evoluntionists would like to have us 
believe. They were created by God’s spoken Word, When .Gold said, 
“Let thejee be light,” there was light; “Let the earth bring forth,” 
and it did bring forth. (Gen. 1) 

The Word of God created life in the beginning. Why should the 
written Word be less powerful than the spoken Word? God the Holy 
Spirit is operative through the written Word which imparts spirit- 
ual life. Therefore the Apostle Peter writes, “Being b-orn again, not 
of cowuptible seed, but of incowuptible by the Wo+-d of God, which 
liveth and abideth foreve? (1 Pet. 123) .This is the Word through 
which the Holy Spirit seeks to transform a child of the devil into a 
child of the dear heavenly Father through faith in Christ as the Sav.. 
ior from sin, death, and hell. This is the Word which also sustains 
the new spiritual life which the Holy Spirit has worked in us. 

If only we would l,earn this truth well, then we would not be so 
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lax in reading the Scriptures and in coming to the House of the 
Lord. Instead of seeking excuses for our negligence, we would then 
try to overcome all obstacl,es which would hinder us. Lord, help us 
to appreciate the life-creating and sustaining power of Thy Word! 

-M. L. Natterer, President 

“GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH” 
A Reformati,on Meditation 

October, 1980, marks the observance of the 463rd anniversary 
of the Reformation. It was on October 31,X17, that Martin Luther, 
a former monk, nailed, his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg, Germany, thereby exposing the errors of the Roman 
Catholic Church and restoring the truths of Scripture. Th.rough. the 
work of th.e R.eformation pric,eless liberties and wonderful spiritual 
treasures have come down to us and to our children. We thank God 
for them and pray that He might preserve them to us a.5 long as we 
live. 

It is fitting that on this occasion we express our Christian faith 
and gratitude in the words of the psalmi.st, “God is ou;r Refuge and 
Smgth. . . . The Lbrd of hosts is z&h us; th.e Go,d of Jacob is oulr 
Refuge!” Ps. 46: 1, 7. This form ed the basis for Luther’s battle 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” As h.e contended for the 
truth during those trying years of the ,early 16th century, Luther 
discovered that the pure Word is powerful for every conflict, and 
a,Eords strength and help for the struggle against the devil, the 
wo’rld, and the flesh. He learned that the Church. which, is bui.lt upon 
the Gospel of Christ is a fortress in which true believers are safe 
and secure. He once wrote, “The Church is a group of people who 
not only have God’s Word, but also love and, keep it and forsake 
everything for the s.ake of love!” 

The church of Luther’s day gave him little refuge and strength. 
In 1505 he joined a monastery to seek peace,,engaged in self-torture 
to ease his conscience, and even made a pilgrima,ge to Rome. Then 
in 1511 he came to Wittenberg where in a towe.r room of the univer.. 
silty God opened his eyes to see the truth that “a ma% is justified by 
FAITH w&%out the Leeds of the Law.” Rom. 3:28. From then on 
Luther labored folr the welfare of immortal souls and stressed the 
sole authority of God’s Word. In a debate he declared, “A simple 
layman armed with Scripture is to be believed above a pope orcoun- 
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cil without it !” How important it is to make diligent use of every 
opportunity to grow in grace so that we become better equipped t.o 
fight the good fight of faith with God’s Word! It is still true that 
iif the Church is to prosper, Christ must continue to be exalted, and 
and His Word must continue to rule. Let us holld fast to Jesus as 
our Refuge and Strength by true faith, and in that fa,ith may we 
continue to be obedient to Hi.s truth and bound to Christ alone! 

With grateful hearts we praise our God and Lord for the won- 
drous blessings of the Refo,rmat’ion: The open Bible as the source 
of all truth; the privilege of approaching God directly in pra,yer 
and not th.rough saints; the proper observance of theLo,rd’s Sup- 
per; the promise of heaven without the fictitio,us teaching of purga- 
tory; and the assurance of salvation through faith in the Redeemer. 
All of these constitute that priceless liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free. Galatians 5: 1. 

To be and rema.in Christ’s disciples and sincere Lutheran Chrisl 
tians we must CONTINUE in His pure Wiord, having it on our lips 
band in our hearts, and letting it rule in our churches, homes, and 
personal lives. Where that Word is persistently abused and, mixed 
with error, we are to avoid those who have adulterated it and have 
no fellowship with them, Rom. 16: 17-18. In these latter da.ys of dot 
trinal confusion, liberalism, and unionism there is a crying need 
for a fea.rles.s loyalty to Holy Writ as ma.rked the authors of and 
subscribers to our Lutheran Confessions as well as the lif,e and the 
work of Luther, who once boldly stated, “I woluld rather lose life 
and limb than surrender God’s true and clear Word !” 

‘On this anniversary of the Reformation let us beseech the 
Lord’s pardon for our past failings and neglects and ras,ol!ve to 
study, uphold, defend, and spread, Scripture as unda,unted. Luth.er- 
ans to the end of our earthly pilgrimage! Then we will clearly dem- 
onstrate to one and all that “God is our Refuge and Strength,” and 
the Lord of hosts will be with us and will bless us. 

-0.w.s. 

Prayer in the Formula of Concord 

Ma,y Almighty God and the Father of our Lord Jesus grant,the 
grace of His Holy Ghost that we all may be one in Him, and con- 
stantly abide in the Christian unity, which is well p 1 lea s i n g to’ 
Him ! Amen. 
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JACOB ANDREAE, CO-AUTHOR OF THE 

FORMULA OF CONCORD 

A. few months ago we reviewed the blessing the Lord gave our 
church in Martin Chemnitz-how that through him work was ac- 
complished that brought the long and terr.ible controversies of Lut- 
heranism, after Luther’s death to a peaceful and. God-pleasing solu- 
tion. W,P also noted that Chemnitz was not alone in his fight for 
truth and unity; that among his &o-workers was another special 
blessing of the Lord for our Lutheran herita.ge: Jacob Andreae. 

Jacob Andreae was born in 1528 in Werblingen, Wuerttemberg 
(a region of southwestern Germany). He studied at Stuttgart and 
Tvbingen. In 1546, he was installed. as Pabstor of Stuttgart (from 
wh.ich he was wrongfully deposed for h.is resis,tance to the Catholic- 
Lutheran compromise called the Interim). In 1549 he became Pas- 
tor at Tubingen. Later he also became S’uperintendent there, as well 
as (from 1562 on) professor and chancellor of the university. He 
went to his eteirnal rest in 1590. 

Andreae was greatly troubled by the controversies dividing 
Lutherans, and by the recurring failures ,of the princes and’ dukes 
in their attempts to resolve them. He could not sit idly by. His first 
efforts, however, also met with failure. He was tricked by the decep- 
tion of those who claimed to be true Lutheran,s, but who were in fact 
Calvinists, into defending them against others who had seen through 
the dieception. Thus, while Andreae at one point believed a victory 
ha.d been gained for peace and unity, he was look,ed on with a de- 
gree of suspicion, because he appeared to advocate the false views 
&f Calvinism. 

But the “Crypto-Calvinists”, as they are called, soon showed 
that they accepted this “peace” only as far as their false position 
would allow, and Andreae’s eyes were o,pened to their diishonesty. 
Rather than give upl, however, Andreae red,irected his efforts to unit- 
ing the true Lutherans, and he consulte:d with other orth.odox theo- 
logians, especially the able Martin Chemnitz. First he assembled a 
group of six sermons which he had preached concerning the contra 
versies which had aris,en in the Lutheran Church and which were 
written to be understandable especially to the common people. An- 
reae published these Six ,Christiati Sermons.. . and sent them to 
Chemnitz and others, asking if they might be aweptd as a basis of 
agreement. 

90 



Chemnitz and th,e others welcomed Andre&e’s work, but realiz- 
ed that the sermon form of presentation was not best a,dapted for 
a confession and therefore suggested that Andreae revise them into 
“theses and antitheses”. Andreae went to work imme,diately and, as 
also suggested, submitted them to other theologians of his univers- 
ity. The result of this work was the Szoabian Concord-%he firs 
draft of the Form&a of Concord. The year was 1573. This confes- 
sion was revised and enla.rged under the leadership of Chemnitz 
and became the Swabian-Saxon Coneosdti. 

Upon having another excellent document presented to Him by 
Elector August (the MauZbronn Formula), Andreae urged that a 
general conference be held. It co,nvened in Torgau in 1576. There, 
together,Andreae, Chemnitz, and others delib,erated on both docu- 
ments and, in essence, applied the good points of the lkulbronn 
Formula to the Swabian Saxon Coneordia to produce the Torgau 
Book. This book was sent to a goodly number of Lutheran theolo- 
gians fo’r their comments and suggestions. Acting on those sugges- 
tions Andreae, Chemnitz, and Nicho1a.s Selnecker (the “triumverate 
of the Formula of Concord”) met in Bergen and began final editing. 
Andreae also prepared a summary, or Epitome, fo’r this lengthy 
book. To assist in this editing three others were added to this group. 
Finally, in May of 1577, they unanimously adopted their final form 
and sent it to Elector Augus.t. The Formula of Concord* (Peace) 
was finishe.d! The wounds of the Lutheran Church could at last be 
healed ; and when signed by 3 electors, 20 dukes and princes, 4 bar- 
ons, 35 cities, and ab.out 8,000 pastors and teachers, peace was re- 
stored to the Lutheran Church. 

In our former article it was mentioned that Jacob Andreae was 
a ma,n of great energy and diplomatic skill. Indeed, he could be call.. 
ed (under the Holy Ghost) the driving force behind, the Formula 
of Concord. In his peace efforts he made more than 120 journeys, 
visiting nearly all the evangelical courts, cities, and universities in 
both Northern and Southern Germany. Eente says, “, . . Andrea@ 
was the able and enthusiastic promoter of the pacification which 
culminated in the adoption of the Formula of Coneovd.” We thank 
the Lord for Jacob Andreae. 

(Source and quotations from the Histo,rical htroduction to the 
Symbolical Books, by F. Eente, pp. 242--247) 

*Footnote: also called the Bergic Book and the Solid Dechration 

R.D.S. 



THE DEA H OF MAGDALENE LUTHER 

During the month of September occurs the anniversary of the 
death of one of Luther’s children. It was Magdalene, born in 1529, 
whom the Lord called home,at the tender age of 13 yea.rs on Septem- 
ber 20,1542Thestory of this sorrow in the Reformer’s home is most 
impressive as it brings out both the close bond of affection between 
parents and child and the deep faith and trust of both as the only 
source of comfort and hope in life and death. 

Magdalene was the third oldest child in Luther’s family. Her 
nature is said to have been sweet, demure, meek, and lovable. She 
completely captured the heart of her father, an,d his aff&ion for 
her was deep. In the summer of 1542 she became seriously ill, and 
while his heart grieved sorely, Luther tried to comfort his wife and 
said, “Dear Kathie, remember where she came from. She is faring 
well !” 

As her condition grew worse, Luther pra,yed more fervently, 
“I love her very much, but, dear God, if it be Thy will to take her, I 
submit to Thee !” Then he asked the you ng girl, “My dear little 
daughter, would you like to stay here with your father, or would 
you willingly go to your Father yonder?” She replied,“Darling fath- 
er, as God wills!” Then Luther declared., “God has given no bishop 
so great a gift in a thousand years as He has given me in her. I am 
angry with myself that I cannot rejoice in heart an’d be thankful as 
I ought !” 

While Magdalene lay in the agony of death, Luthier fell down 
before her be$d on his knees and wept bitterly and prayed that God 
might free her. Resting in her father’s arms, she fell asleep in the 
Lord. When her body was pl,aced in the coffin, Luther said, “Darling 
Lena, you will rise an.d shine like a star, yea, like the sun . . . I am 
happy in spirit, but the flesh is sorrowful and’ will not be conrent; 
the parting grieves me beyond measu.re. I have sent a saint to heav- 
en !” 

A few days after her death, he wrote to a friend, “My dearest 
daughter Magdalene has been r e b o rn to the eternal kingdom of 
Christ, and although my wife and I ought only toI give thanks and 
rejoice at such a happy pilgrimage and blessed end,. . . yet so strong 
is natural affection that we must sob and groan in heart under the 
oppression of killing grief. . 

l Would that I and all mine m,ight have 
such a death, or rather such a life!” 

Later on Luther wrote the following: “I have conquered the 
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pain of a father, though only by a sort of fuming anger against 
death, By this counterirritant I have staunched my tears. I loved 
her dearly; but I dare say death will find its punishment on that 
Day together with him who is its author.” 

May such a strong faith and hope as marked the life of Luther 
be ours in these l$atter days when, whether we are young or old, 
“there is but la step between me and death!” 1 Samuel 20: 3. “Pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lovd is the death of His saints.” Ps. 1X:15. 

-0.w.s. 

Helpful Hints 
for Personal Christian Mission Work 

PART1 I I 

Support the Spread of the Gospel 

When the Lord Jesus gave the Great Commission to go “kto all 
the world and preach the Gospel to evwy crea,tuye,” (Mk. 16 :15) He 
was not saying that every single Christian should, become a foreign 
missionary to some far off country. This can readily be seen, not on- 
ly from common sense, but also from St. Paul’s comparison of the 
Chu.rch to the human body. He writes, “If the whole bo,dy were an 
eye, where were the hea-ring? If the whole were h.e\ar’i n g, wheya 
weye the smetZing? But now h,ath. God set the;m,embers every one of 
them in the body, as it hath pleased Him..” (1 Car. 12 :I~-18) 

No, every Christian can’t be a missionary far away, but we 
have seen from this series of articles now concluding that every 
,Christian in his own place can be a persona2 missionary for Christ. 
He can speak to people face to face about His Savior, invite them to 
his church, and set a Christian example in his life. These things, if 
donq faithfully and consistently as opportunities arise, are bound to 
make a favorable impression and lead some to the S.avior. 

But there is mol*e yet that an individual can do to build the 
K.ingdom of Christ. He can work together with the members of his 
congregation in congregational endeavors, both locally and with the 
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other congregations in a Conference-wide or synodical mission pro- 
gram. Such joint, coope.rative work really has a personal dimens.ion 
to it, too. The individual Christian ought to look at such work as his 
personal effort in helping to #carry out the Great Commission. By his 
prayers, personal service and financial support, he endeavo,rs to do 
what God requires. 

Prayers are important. Jesus says, “Pray ye thereifiore the Lord 
'of the hawest, that ‘He will sen,d forth laborers into His h,arvest.” 
(M’att. 9 :38) So, if you can’t go into the world and preach the Gos- 
pel personally, then pray that the Lord Jesus would s,end others to 
do it for you ; pray that He bless the work of those laboring for Him. 

Pevrsoml service is important. In your congregation’s mission 
program for reaching out into your community, don’t leave it up to 
others to volunteer. Take the lead ! The work of the Church has sel- 
dom (if ever) been hindered because the members were over zeal- 
ous. 

FGnanciaZ support is important. F.ace it, the church will always 
need money. It is a common lcompla,int, “The church is always after 
money. ” But what if every church member would provide for the 
needs of the church and its m.ission program as they do for their 
own personal lives? What if they would take that kind of personal 
care? The church would n,ever have to ask for a,nother cent. It would 
have to beg its members to stop giving! 

R,emember, it’s not enough for Christians just to “hold on” to 
what they themselves have ,in their church without deep concern for 
the spiritual welfare of others. The little devotional pamphlet, “Our 
D,aily Bread” comments, “Many Christian.s follow a plan of merely 
holding on to what they’ve got. They protect their faith and won’t 
let anyone take it a.way. Sometimes this ma.y bre necess,ary, but it 
will never work as an overall s*t r at eg y for winning. God doesn’t 
want us just to hang on to what we’ve got. He waats us. t,oovercome. 
Christ made this clear in the assignment He gave His discipl,es be- 
fore returning to the Father. Notice that He didn’t say, ‘Don’t lose 
what I’ve given you.’ H,e told them tom move out into the world and 
‘teach all mtions.’ ” (Mar.-May, 1979) 

“Teach all nations.” What an overwhelming task that is! And 
‘it won’t be done without the personaI eforts of Christians working 
togeth:er with their fellow Christians. in su,pporting the spread of 
the Gospel. That means yoa; that means me-&kg what we can 
where we are. 

None of us d,are say, if we are truly Christians ourselves, “If 



people are damned, it’s their problem, not mine.” Christianity de- 
mands, by the love of Christ, that each of us work with the same 
zeal that the famous preacher Spurgeon once expressed: 

“If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell 
over our bodies ; and if they will perish, let them perish 
with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay, 
and not madly to destroy themselves. If hell must be filled, 
at least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions.” 

-J.W.L. 

NOTICE TO 
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS 

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is a fellowship of 

Christian congregations banded together to carry out the 

Lord’s work more effectively through cooperative effort., 

One of our joint endeavors is the operation of a theological 

Seminary to train students for the Christian ministry, If you 

are a conservative, independent Lutheran congregation but 

are at present without the ministry of a pastor, perhaps we 

can help to supply your need. Won’t you contact us? !For 

further information concerning us and our doctrinal posi- 

tion, call or write: 

Rev. James W. Luedtke 
Chairman, Committee on Missions 
Box 33 
Wilmot, South, Dakota, 57279. 
Area Code 605-938-4509 
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SEMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 
On Tuesda.y, October 14, 1980, Concordia Theologica,l S,emi.nary 

(C,oncordia Lutheran Conference) is scheduled to oplen its doors 
for the twelfth year of training faithful pastors for the work of the 
ministry in our midst. Because of the urgent need for dedicated ser- 
vants of the Lord we extend a hearty welcome to any man who is 
qualified schola,stical.ly and who sincerely desires to receive theo- 
logical training on the basis of the full truth of God’s Word, patter- 
ned after the vibrant orthodoxy of the old Missouri Synod as it pre 
vailed during the days of such men as Walther and Pieper. This ap- 
plies also to those young men outside of our fellowship who desire 
!to esta.blish fellowship with us and who woulld dedicate their lives 
to the ministry of the Word among us in this most glorio,us calling 
on earth. 

Our Seminary is located at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Cent- 
ral Avenue at 171st Place, Tinley Park, Ill., 60477. For full,time 
students it offers a four-year theolo,gical course. For part-time stud- 
ents the training period is, of course, somewhat longer. At the com- 
pletion of the prescribed course of study the stu,d.ent is graduated 
*as a C.andidate of the Reverend Ministry (c.r.m.) in the work of 
the Church. 

In the name of Jesus, the Head of the Church, we urge you, 
d,ear Christian parents, to do all you can to coinsecrate you,r gifted 
sons for the work of serving as ambassadors for Christ. We urge 
you young men to heed the call of the Savior in Isaiah 6 :8, “Whom 
shall I se&, and who will go for us?’ May your answer be: “Here 
am I, send me !” And we also urge you, dear members of our con- 
gregations, to. give encouragement and active suppo’rt to gifted 
young men in your churches so that they may become cons.ecrated 
laborers in the Lord’s vineyard. Above all, let u.s follow thle vital di- 
rective of Jesus in Matt. 9:38, “Pray ge therefore the Lord of the 
harvest that He wi,ll send forth laborers &to His harvest!” 

We cannot emphasize enough that we need more devoted stud.. 
ents to assu’re that future generations will have a faithful ministry 
in their midst and will hear and 1 ea rn the Word of God in all its 
truth and purity, Who will come forward to help fill that simifi- 
cant need? 

For my further information concerning our Seminary, please 
contact the undersigned at the Seminary address given above. 

May God richly bless our twelfth year to His glory and to the 
welfare of the Church! 

-0. W. Schaefer, President 
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. . . tith editorA comment 

Ruling on an appeal in the controversy over the Rev. Mansfield 
Kaseman, who has refused to state witho& qualification that Jesus 
is God, the synod’s Permanent Judicial Commission declared that 
“the a.rguments presented by both parties in this case force us to 
reeognize that there are several valid ways of interpreting the creed- 
al symbols and the confessions of ou.r faith.” The controversy began 
when Mr. Ka,seman, who was ordained by the United Church of 
Christ, was examined by the National Capital Union Presbytery 
last year. When ask’ed whether he believed J.esus is. God, he replied, 
“No, God, is God.” He was admitted into) the presbytery and assign- 
ed to the Rockville (Md.) United Church. According to the synodical 
commission, “mere difference in methodology of Bible study, in the- 
ological investigation, and in opinions need. not divide or polarize 
the chu.rch” . . . The commission stressed that in dealing with such 
matter, “tolerance is called for-tolerance, sympathy, understand- 
ing and mutual respect and love in Christ.” 

How z~&rly pitiful! It is the Lord Jesus who txsks the question, 
“What think ye of Christ ?” (Matt. 22: 42). And Christians believe 
and confess that He is t,rue God and Man ioho has redeemed, us poor 
sinners from <tin, >death and hell wi:th His ho$y blood shed for us on 
the c”ross! It is not a matter of opinion- it Cs what the I3ibl.e so plain- 
1.y tea.ches! The above news item illustrates the sad plight of so many 
denowinations whkh simply allow the truths of Holy Writ to bere- 
giarde,d as more ‘%pinions.” In th,e Church we are all to “speak the 
same thing”. . . “be perfectly joined together in the same mind+ and 
.in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1: 10). Concerning the Bible and its 
fea.chings there are to be n.o dGisions amongcus but we are to speak 
with) a unitea! voice: “Th.us saith the Lord!” And “If any man teach 
otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is accord,ing to 
godlines ; he is proud, knowing nothing” . . . “from s.uch withdra.w 
Sh,vself” (I Tim. 6 :3, 4). 

Presbyterian C,hu.rch ministers opposed to women clergy have 
been given 10 years to change their minds or get out, the 106th Gen- 
eral Assembly has decided. The assembly meeting in Windsor also 
decided to ban from now on the ordination of anyone opposed to 
women clergy. The ruling requires Presbyterian ministers to coolp- 



erate fully with female eld.ers and clergy, but will not-until 1990- 
force thfem to take part in ordaining women themselves. The church, 
which has 166,190 adult members, decided to ordain women in 1966 
but about 15 percent of its 933 ministers are adamantly opposed to 
the move. The long-simmering controversy came to a head here 
when delegates to the assembly debated the “t,est case” of Daniel 
MacDou,gall of Bridlewood Church, Toronto. Mr. MacDougall, after 
receiving his theological training, asked to be ordained, but, in so 
doing made it clear he was opposed to women clergy and could not 
in good conscience participate in such ordinations. The Ea.st Toronto 
Presbytery refused to ordain him and so did a church board of ap- 
peal. His case touched off a furor in Presbyterian circles and gener- 
ated several letters and articles pro and con in the Presbyterian 
Record. The motion outlining the IO-year deadline for &ssidents 
contained a clause permitting Mr. MacDouga.11 to be ordained but 
imposing the ban on ordination of anyone opposed to women clergy. 
(R.eligi0u.s News Service) 

Our opposition to the ordination (of women pastors in the church 
ISNOT BASED UPON MALE CHA UVLIUSM NOR TJPO~V MALE 
SUPERIdRITY BUT AL>ONE UPON THE WLORD OF GOD! It is 
the Lord who forb,ids women to be pastors in t,he church! “Let your 
women keep silence in the chu.rches . . . for it is a shame fo’r women 
to speak in the church” (1 Cor. 14 :34,35). “But I suffer not a wom- 
an to teach, nor to usu.rp authority over the man, but to be in silence” 
(1 Tim. 2:12). “If a MAN desire the office of a bishop, he desire,th 
good work” (I Tim. 3 :Iff). Such passages are Go,d’s Word. Church 
denominations may seek to circumvent such words and ~individual 
pastors and professors may make every attempt to d i s cr e d it 
th%ese and similar passages, but they STILL R.E M AIN GOD’S 
WORD! And no official lpro~Jouncement from any denomin&ion, 
no matter lhow large and influential, can change ~l;ctha.t God says in 
His Word! 

A.s 9,000 members poured into the Providence Civic Center for 
one of two back-to-back Jehovah’s Witness district conventions in 
Rhode Isl;and, they found themselves confronted by 30 pamphlet- 
passing demonstrators who had come, they said, to teach thorn the 
truth and to “give witness to Jesus Christ.” But few of the pamph- 
lets were rea& A cordon of attendants from the Witnesses’ conven- 
tion staff, who stood watch only a few feet awa,y, whisked the pam- 
phlets ou:t of their fellow Witnesses hands as they walked toward 
the doors. “Brother, you don’t want to rea,d that,” a smiling attend- 



ant cautioned as he s.na,tched one of the pamphlets and tore it up. 
“These people out here are from the evil slave cZa.ss.” For most of 
the morning, the scene was repeated a,gain and again. The demon- 
stra tars identified themselves as members of va.rious evangelical 
Christian anti-cult groups who maintain tha.t the Jehovah’s Witnes- 
ses have distorted biblical sa,yings by denying the divinity of Christ. 
They picketed the Civic Center with signs proclaiming that Jesus 
Christ is the true Jehov,ah. And as they handed out the.ir le%fliets, 
the attendants tore them up. 

We ca,n well understand why the attendants .did not want their 
“fellow witnesses” to read any Scriptur/a,,l maLe”rial showkg tha6 
Jesus Christ is true G’od! After all, the Jehovah’s Witnesses:emphat- 
ically declare tf2at lon,ly t,he Father is Jeho,vah and Jesus is “a god.” 

But rea.d Psalm 23: I. According ot the original it reads, “Jeho- 
vah is my Shepherd.” And in John 10 :I1 the -Lord Jesu+ says, “I am 
the Ciood Shepherd.” In Exodus 3: 14 God tells Moses tha$ He is “I 
AM.” And in the New Testament the Lord Jesus declares to tthe? 
Jews, “Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8: 58). 

The Lord Jesus told Philip, “he that hat-h seen Me,hath seen the 
Father” . . . Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Fa%erYn 
Me” (John 14 :8-11). “I and My Father are one” (John IO :30). i\To 
wonder we read that the disciples “worshipped Him (Jesus)” in 
Luke 24: 52 ! 

As the Lord grants us opportunity let us testify to the Jehovah 
Witnesses. Th,eir god/is not the only true God of th-e Bible! 

The work! is on a drinking binge that is costing it, billions of 
dol.lars a year in lost production and straining medical facilities US- 

ed to rehabilitate the rising number of alcoholics.,.According to stat- 
ist.icians at the United Nations., per capita consumption of alcohol- 
ic beverages in 25 countries is up 30 to 500 percent, and alcoholism 
now is rated a major health concern. It ranks a,ft,er cancer and heart 
disease as the biggest killer in the United States, which has.at least 
10 million diagnosed, alcohodics. About one half of all traffic fatali- 
ties in the,U.S., are attributed to, drunks, as are 15,000 of th,e na- 
tion’s murders and su.icides. The World Health Organi.zation and 
the International Labor Organization of the UN., which are invo.lv- 
ed in an anti-alcoholism project, say that heavy drinkers shorten 
their life expectancy as much as 15 years, whil,e the cost to industry 
is a staggering: $10 billion a year in lost work time in the United 
States. “Surveys have revealed alcoholism to be as prevalent among 



executive and professional personnel as it is among the a.verage 
white collar and blue collar employee,” their report says.“Female 
victims are fast closing ground with th.eir male collea.gues, but with 
one difference-when alcoholism progresses to the point of visibility 
they tend to leave the work force and go home..” (St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat, June 12, 1980) 

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and who8soever is 
deceived thereby is not wise” (Prov. 2O:l). The above news item 
reveals the sad consequences of not hee,din.g these wa,rnings of 
Scripture! The moderate a;ind plroper use of alcohol is certainly not 
forbidden. For, aftw all, it is the Lord who gives “wine that maketb 
gl’ad the heart of man” (14s. 104 :I@. And it wa.s the Lord who; 
changed the water into wine at the marriage in Cccna (John 2 :1-U) y 
But it is that same Lord who a,lso warns ,GY.S against the AEUSE of 
this gracious gift. ’ “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess ; but 
be filled with the Spirit9’ (Eph. 5 :18). We Christians must ever be 
on our guard lest we be “deceived the.reby !” 

“Life of Brian,” the latest film by Monty Python, the British 
comedy group, is a movie that is guaranteed to evoke strong reac- 
tions. The Rr-rated film is certain1.y irreverent. Throagh a series of 
circumstances Brian is mistakenly taken to be the Messiah. He is 
taken before Pontius Pilate where he is condemned to crucifixion. 
The movie ends w,ith Bria.n and a number of oth.er prisoners who 
are also being cru.cified singing and whistling a 1ighthearte.d song 
titled “Always Look on the Bright Side of L’ife.” A number of the 
characters in the movie use four-letter expletives; public stonings 
as well as crucifixions, are treated in comic fash,ion; awakening af- 
ter a night’s rest, Brian goes to his window-com:pletely nude-and 
throws open the shutters to expose himself to several thousand fol- 
lolwers waiting outside; a former leper complains that because he 
is healed, he can’t get a job, etc., etc. 

This so-called comedy movie must really be rotten to incur the 
wrath, of so?nany mGG.sters and even rabb%! In Columbia, South, 
Carolina the film wus canceled after the first evening when Sena- 
tor Strom Thurmond of South Carol6n.a intervened 6n beh&f of a 
local minister who compFaine,d that the film ridicul*ed Jesus and 
Christianity. rn the <Old, Teskment blasph.emy was punished with 
death. (Leviticus Z&IS). TLoday such b,lasphemers and revilers are 
no longer stoned to death but will, unless they repent, be cast in’to 
everlasting hell-fire (1 Cor. 69, IO). Such open an.d public blasphe:. 
my is surely another sig.n indicating the nearness of the Fin& Day. 



For the Apostle writes, “This know also, that in th.e last days peril- 
ous times shall ,come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, BLASPHEMER.S” . . . . (2 Tim. 3 :I, 2). 
Woe betide those who blaspheme oar ,denr ‘Lord Jesus C%.ristt for 
they will succeed in “bringing upon themselves swift destruction” 
(2 Peter 2:1), 

The irresponsibility and the callousness of the promoters of 
“The Who” rock concert in Cincinnati at which II persons were 
trampled, to death and eight more were seriously injured, should 
ca.use authorities in cities across th,e cou.ntry to re-examine the way 
in which these events are staged, There were 50 doors to the River- 
front Coliseum where the event. was held but only two doors were 
opened, to the throng of 6,000 persons who had been waiting for 
seats in the coliseum. When the human wave rushed the two doors 
an-d it became evident that a tragedy was in the m#aking, those run- 
ning the show still didn’t open moire doo,rs. The pul.ice official who 
led a detail of 25 policemen who unsuccessfully attempted TV stem 
the m.ad rush into the auditorium, said they were told there weren’t 
enou.gh personnel to open more doors. Police said many in the crowd 
had been d,rinking and smokig marijuana, which probably explains 
part of this disgraceful behavior. . . . . . 

The above from the St. Louis Globe-Democra,t, Dec. 5, J979, 
indicates the blatant d&rega.rd for human life! Such\ behavior re- 
minds one of’ the annual ha,dj, or pilgrimage to Mecca by oru’er 700 
thousand Moslems who in th.eir fyenay have beeln knowkto trample 
-upon one nnother. This once alga& shlows ius thie tremendous power 
of the devil ,who 3s the enemy of God un’d man. For S&an $s the de- 
stroyer U&O “subtly lies in wait. to ruin school and Church and SDate” 
(Hymn 254). Like the false prophets of Baa1 (1 Kings 1.8: 28) ths 
devil stirs up the people to such an extent that they serve a.s his in- 
struments in carrying out his plnns of destruction! Furthermore, 
such excessive and slavish a*dmiration on the part of people for any 
mortal (singeq*s, m.oviestars,) must be classified as a &n o,gainst 
the ve.ry First Commajn,dment, “Thou sha.lt have no other gods be- 
fore M,e.” And the Apostle Pa%ul lists the sin of idol&y us “the work 
of the flesh” and writes that “they which d!o such things shal.1 not 
,inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5 :19-21). An.d l&eye the 
First Commandm.ent is set aside, then sins a3gainst the neighbor 0% 
tomatically f oli!oul. We Ch.r;istians :must .daily ask our dea.r heavenrg 
Father to guard and keep US SO th’at the wicked Foe my have no 
power over us. 
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Rev. Terry Cole-Whittaker is a female minister of the fast- 
growing Church of Religious Science in La Jolla, near San Diego. 
When she came to the La Jolla church in February I.977 about 50 
persons attended services. Attendance now averages 2,000 persons 
for the three Sunda,y services, and last Easter she had 5,000 persons 
in two services, at the town convention center. Called the most talk- 
ed-about figure in San Diego religious circles today, she also has 
been the subject of profiles in two national magazines and is making 
the talk-show circuit to promote her first book, WHAT YOU THINK 
OF ME Is NONE OF MY BUSINESS, in which she dismisses traditional 
religious concepts of sin and guilt as suppressive tactics by other 
persons. She asserts that “we can all be what we want to be,” and 
has made enough money as a motivational speaker for business 
gatherings to drive a gleaming white, sun-roof Cadillac. “Why be 
satisfied, with a Volkswagen?” she asked one audience. One tenet of 
the 39-year-old minister’s t eat hin g is that people should always 
make affirmative statements and prayers. Being humble and susp~ 
pressing des’ires is a negative trait she says. Rev. Terry CobWhit- 
taker, th.e former Terry Reich, who grew up in Southern California, 
has a hyphenated n,ame derived from her two) former husbands. She 
married diamond broker Mi,chael Peterson in 1977. Her mistakes in 
previous ma~rriages, she said, came from wanting too much from 
them and seeking too much security. 

It should be evident to every Bible-believing Christian that God 
clearly forbids a woman to hold the pastoral oflice (1 Cor. 14: 34,, 
1 Tim. 2 :12). Not only does Terry Coleman-Whittaker reject such 
pussages of Holy Writ, but she a.lso dismisses the “tradXona1 re- 
ligious concepts of sin and guiilt as suppressive tactics.” How ter- 
rible! We know that the chief purpose of the Law is to show us our 
sin, “for by the Law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3 :20). The 
deeper we look into the Law of God and see ourselves GES God sees 
us-totally coopt and deserving damnation-the more we can tru- 
ly appreciate the boundless love of our dear heavenly F&hey in 
Christ “in Whom we have redemption through His bloo.d, th.e for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace9’ (Eph. 1:7). 
Whittaker’s followers are like little “children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4 :14), What pow- 
er the devil: exerts upon the minds of people in b&h&hg their eyes! 
(2 Cor. 4:4) 

The old woman stood on a Fort Smith, Arkansas, sidewalk 
clutching a broken strap in her hand, watching a purse snatcher 



flee with “all her worldly possessions.” Her handbag was returned 
later-minus $20, a $60 pa.ir of eyeglasses and her wallet. The purse 
snatcher was caught and convicted on a theft charge. As part of his 
sentence, he repaid the money and bought the woman new eye glass- 
es. Criminals in Sebastia.n County pay for their crimes, literally. 
They dole olut money for medical care for beating victims, doors 
smashed, in buglaries, even wrongful deaths. .l%on Fields, pro’secutor 
for the 12th Ju,dicial District in Arkansas, initiated the program in 
the early 1970s. The catalyst was the theft of a sm.all bla.ck-and- 
white television set from an elderly woman in a public housing pro- 
ject. The set had cost less than $100, but the woman was living on 
$82 a month. “The detective said there was no way the woman could 
get the mone,y to buy another set,” Fields sa.id. The woman eventu- 
ally got a new television “from that point on we kept track of it,” 
Fields said. In 1973, the department collected $6,311 in restitution 
of piroperty and stolen items. Last year, the county collected~ $190, 
000 in restitution in 400 cases and another $60,000 from overdraft 
checks. 

R!estituti80n,! This is not som,ething new. It was commanded by 
the Loud a..Lready in the Old TestamNen,t. Read Exodus ,chupters 21 
and 22. “If a thief be found breaking up . . . he make full restitution. 
If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten. . . he shall make 
restitution-if a fire break out.. he that kindled the fire shall sure.. 
ly make restitution- if a man borrow ought of his neighbor, and it 
be hurt, or die, the owner thereof being not with it, he shall surely 
make it good.” Th.e State “is thq minister of Cod a revenger to. ex- 
ecute wrath upon him that do&h evil” (Rojm. 13 :4) ; it has the duty 
to punish the evildoers (1 Pet. 2 :14). Whwe restitution Can be made 
the State should insist upon it! After all, wha.t gomod does it 30 if a 
man steals $10,000 from me and ,zohm he is caught he is thrown 6~ 
to p~&on to serve his sentence. That does n,ojt give me ba;cE my $10, 
000. That simply drains moye money fq:orn the taxpayer’s po!ckst to 
keep him in prison. Not only ..woul,d the firm application of yestitu- 
tiom make a dif)lerence in our judicial system, but it woutd also ‘be a 
powerful deterrmt to those who a.re te-mpte,d to be transgressloTs of 
the law. 

M.L.N. 
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