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June 25, 153O-what a memorable day that must have been ! In his 
introduction to the Augsburg Confession, Dr. F. Bente very graphically de- 
scribes this day for us. He tells us that the elite company consisted not 
only of princes, dukes, electors, bishops, foreign ambassadors and repre- 
sentatives of the various cities, but even the king hi m s el f, King Charles 
V. “The Emperor desired to hear the Latin text. But when Elector John 
had called attention to the fact that the meeting was held on German soil, 
and expressed the hope that the Emperor would permit the reading to pro- 
ceed in German, it was granted.” Dr. Beyer then read the entire Augsburg 
Confession to the hushed audience. “The reading lasted about two hours; 
but he read with a. voice so clear and plain that the multitude, which could 
not gain access to the hall, understood every word in the courtyard” (Cont. 
Trig. page 19). 

These Lutheran heroes of the faith were not ashamed to appear before 
the rulers of the State and the Church to give testimony of their faith in 
the 28 articles of the Augsburg Confession ! Why ? Because these articles 
were the presentation of the chief doctrines of Christianity. In their Pre- 
face to the Emperor Charles V, these faithful confessors declared, “We 
offer, in this matter of religion, the Confession of our preachers and of our 
selves, showing what manner of doctrine from the Holy Scriptures and the 
pure Word of God has been up to this time set forth in our lands, duke- 
doms, dominions, and cities and taught in our churches”. (Cont. Trig. p.39) 

Although Luther was not present at the reading of the Augsburg Con- 
fession, he considered it to be an expression of his own faith. Luther said, 
“I rejoice beyond measure that I lived to see the hour in which Christ was 
publicly glorified by such great confessors of His, in so great an assembly, 
through this in every respect most beautiful Confession. And the word has 
been fulfilled (Ps. 119 :46) : ‘I will speak of Thy testimonies also before 
kings’; and the other word will also be fulfilled: ‘I was not confounded.’ 
For, ‘Whosoever confesses Me before men’ (so speaks He who lies not), 
‘him will I also confess before My Father which is in heaven’ ” (Cont. 
Trig. page SO). 

We Lutheran Christians of today have the same solid foundation upon 
which our faith rests as did those Lutheran heroes of the faith in 1530 1 Our 

faith does not rest upon the word of men but solely upon that precious Word 



of Truth , “which live& and abideth for ever” -(-1Peter 1~23). ,J?or it is that 
Word which shows us miserable sinners the wonderful grace of our dear 

heavenly Father in Christ. “God so loved the world that & gave His only- 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should nqt perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3 :16). And this is the Word’.~h~ch is to “dwell in 
us richly. in all. wisdom” (Col. 3 : 16) -not only the regular hearing of the 
Word in the Divine Service, but also making regular use of,- it during the 
week through private reading and family devotions. Recognizing what 
an unmerited treasure we have in that Word will also induce us to tell oth- 
ers what great things the Lord has done for us in our dear Savior. “For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matt. 12 :34). 

M. L. Natterer, president 
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JUNE 25, 1980-A MEMORA.BLE DAY 
FOR TRUE LUTH:ERANS 

ccSir~g unto the Lord, bless His name; show forth His salvatiofi from 
day to day! Declare His glory among the heath.en, His wonders among ali 
people!” (Ps. 96 :2-3) In these joyous words of the psalmist we invite all 
the members of our Conference congregations a.nd all who love the truth of 
God’s Word to join us as we commemorate a notable day in the Lutheran 

Church History : June 25, 1980, the 450th anniversary of the Augsburg Con- 
fession and 400th anniversary of the Book of Concord. Both of these events 
are of such significance that to ignore them would be to dishonor the Lord, 
the Hea.d of the Church, by whose power and grace they came into being, 
and the memory of faithful confessors of the truth would be sadly dis- 
counted. May we all rejoice in true gratitude and love to Christ for these 
milestones in our history ! 

It was on June 25, 1630, in Augsburg, Germany, that the Lutherans 
presented to Emperor Charles V a declaration of what they believed and 
confessed as the truths of God’s Word. It was called the &4ugsburg Confes- 
sion, written by Philip Melanchthon and based on articles of faith drawn 
up by Lutheran theologians, especially by L u t he r himself. The Emperor 
had called a Diet, or general assembly, of representatives of Church and 
State, bot,h Lutheran and Catholic, to consider the threat of a Turkish in- 
vasion as well as religious differences existing in Germany. The latter was 
taken up first, and only the Lutherans presented their doctrinal position. 
It was read in German in the Bishop’s palace by Chancellor Dr. Christian 
Beyer. After this public reading, which la.sted two hours, the document was 
handed to the Emperor in both a German and a Latin copy. 

The Augsburg Confession consists of 28 articles, 21 of which present 
the Lutheran doctrine and the last 7 treat of medieval abuses which had 
crept into the church before the Reformation and which the Lutherans had 
correct.ed. Its t,one is friendly and conciliatory because at the time it was 
believed that the adversaries might yet be won for the truth of the Gospel. 
It stresses the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith in Christ as the 
center of the Christian faith. Around this basic teaching it groups all other 
doct,rines of the Christian religion. Throughout it glorifies Him who died 

for us and rose again, Jesus, the only Savior of all mankind. 
Concerning the Augsburg Confession the Bishop of that city stated, 

“All that the Lutherans have said is true and we cannot deny it. !” And 
the Duke of Bavaria remarked, “The Lutherans are in the Scriptures, and 
we are outside of them.” This Confession is still the evangelical Confession 
of all times because it stands on the inspired Word as the only infallible rule 
of faith and life, it established the principles of Protestantism, and it. inaug- .A 
urated a new era of civil. and religious freedom. In Angsburg the Lutherans 
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truly “professed before many witnesses!” 1 Tim. 6:12. 

Fifty years later another memorable event took place in the Lutheran 
Church. As part of a golden jubilee observance the Lutherans, on June 25, 
1580, published the Book of Concord; containing the t h r e e Ecumenical 
Creeds, the Augsburg Confession, the Apology, the Smalcald Articles, the 
Small and Large Catechism, and the Formula of Concord. This Book was 
to signify their solemn reaffirmation of the Gospel truths confessed half 
a century before. On that anniversary occasion great joy prevailed among 
the Lutherans, for not only had God preserved the Reformation, but He 
had also granted the production of the Formula of Concord as a unifying 
factor in the Church following 30 years of disturbing doctrinal controver- 
sies. Concord-Concordia in Latin (the name which our beloved Seminary 
proudly bears) means “agreement, harmony, walking together.” As in the 
days of Luther and other great confessors of the truth, so now also let there 
be agreement among churches alone on the basis of God’s pure Word, for 
only such unity is pleasing to the Lord ! (1 Cor. 1 :lO ; Eph. 4 :3) 

By God’s grace we have reached the anniversary dates of these two 
great events : The Augsburg Confession of 1530 and the Book of Concord 
of 1580. We live in times that are marked by increasing liberalism, moder- 
nism, and unionism and by all manner of movements that would detract 
from, mutilate, or even obliterate the teachings of Scripture of which our 
Lutheran Confessions testify. Therefore how imperative it is for our soul’s 
welfare that we take time in these latter days to re-read, and re-stiudg 
those precious doctrines of the Bible, so beautifully presented and explain- 
ed in our Confessions: to reaffirm our stand on them without doubt and 
wavering; and to treasure them highly by defending them against all error 
from without and within the Church and by spreading these truths every- 
where as we have opportunity! (John 5:39; John 8:31-32; Rom. 16:17; 1 
Pet. 2 :9) Ours is a rich treasure of Scriptural truths and a glorious heri- 
ta.ge which by the grace of God have been preserved to us to the present day. 

What better memorial could we erect in observance of these two note- 
worthy anniversaries than to dedicate ourselves anew to Christ, the Head 
of the Church, and to His teachings which our Confessions so nobly pro- 
claim and defend ! God help us to remain loyal to His pure doctrine and to 
defend His truth in these troublesome times ! Let this be our constant pray- 
er, as stated in the Formula of Concord: “May almighty God and the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus grant the grace of His Holy Ghost that we all may 
be one in Him and constantly abide in this Christian unity, which is well 

pleasing to Him. Amen.” 

-0.w.s. 
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PSALM 7 79:46-A MEMORABLE )MOTTO 

“I will speak of Thy ,$estimonies before kinys, an,d ~il1 not be ashamed.” 

The Augsburg Confession has always been regarded as a, fundamental 

statement of faith by all those Lutherans who have desired to remain true 
to the Scriptures and the Lutheran heritage. This year, which marks the 
450th anniversary of this confession, gives a special opportunity to com- 
memorate it by recalling some of its history and certain notable features 
of the Confession itself. 

The Augsburg Confession was a stat.ement of faith made before royal- 
ty. Beneath its title appeared the statement, “A Confession of Faith Pre- 
sented in Augsburg By Certain Princes and Cities to His Imperial Majes- 
ty Charles V in the Year 1530.” Below this subtitle the motto of the Luth- 
eran Reformers for the occasion appeared: Psalm 119 :46 : “I &II speak of 
Thy testimonies also before kings and will not be ashamed.>’ 

The underlying purpose of Emperor Charles 1’ in calling an assembly 
at Augsburg was t.o prepare a united front against the military operations 
of the enemy Turks, who were threatening to invade Europe at that time. 
To the emperor this seemed to require a speedy settlement of the religious 
differences that had arisen in his empire. 

Accordingly, under the date of January 21, 1536, he summoned an im- 
perial diet (a formal assembly) of the “electors, princes, and estates” of 
his empire to resolve the doctrinal difficulties. The summons was more than 
a mere suggestion, more than a cordial invitation to appear. The Lutheran 
reformers knew they were responding to an Imperial iCIandate by their at- 
tendance at the Diet of Augsburg. 

However, The command of the emperor was not the primary reason 
for attending. They welcomed the opportunity they would have in Augs- 
burg. It was the kind of opportunity they had been waiting for. They knew 
that the Diet would give them the chance to confess their faith, state the 
issues in question, clear up past misunderstandings, and distinguish the Lu- 
therans from fanatical religious sects that had arisen within the church. 

From this it is clear that the motto they chose to place at the head of 
their Confession was mo,re than a striking Scripture text for the occasion. 
It admirably reflected the spirit of the confessors their willingness to speak 
“also before kings” without shame or embarrassment. This willing, Chris- 
tian spirit prompted them to write in the Preface,, “we have complied with 
the comma.nd and can say without boasting that we were among the first to 
arrive.” So cooperative were they, that the ,Elector of Saxony a key Luth- 
eran representative, arrived in Augsburg on May 2nd, almost eight weeks 
before the scheduled opening of June 25th, and over six weeks before the 

47 



emperor himself arrived ! 
Psalm 119 :46 is truly a memorable motto in this anniversary year. Of 

course, most of us will never have the chance to confess our faith “also be- 
fore ki?zy s.” For most of us, opportunities lie in our o,wn neighborhoods, 

among friends and relatives and those we meet in the course of our daily 
duties. 

,But when it comes to confessing our faith, wherever that may be, we 
ought to remember the spirit of the Lutheran reformers as they approached 
the throne of Emperor Charles V. So, for this anniversary of the Augsburg 
Confession, let us re-dedicate ourselves to the Lord as confessing Chris- 
tians by making their spirit our motto: “I w&! speak of thy testimonies. . . 
and will not be ashamed.” 

-J.W.L. 

SEMINARY GRADUATlOiV 

a2 IO:00 a.m. 



Report on Our Seminary 
By the time you read this, the work of the second semester of our Sem- 

inary training program will have been completed. Final examinations were 
scheduled for the week of June 2 - 6, and Friday, June 6th marked the 
close our eleventh year. For all the blessings of the Lord during the past 
school year we humbly and gratefully praise His holy name. His mercies 
have been new unto us every day, and it is only through His guidance and 
with His help that we have reached another milestone in our Seminary 
work. 

Toward the end of March Student Gerald Luedtke of Park Forest, 
Ill., discontinued his studies temporarily because of very serious problems 
affecting his home and family. He felt compelled to devote all his time to 
the resolution of these matters, and the Faculty, in agreement with his de- 
cision, will guide him with God’s W70rd in bringing the issues involved to a 
proper conclusion. However, Mr. Luedtke does intend, God willing, to re- 
sume his studies in the fall and pursue that training which is still his chief 
desire. In the meantime we pray that God would sustain him and direct all. 
matters to a favorable resolution. 

The graduation service for Mr. David T. Mensing is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 8, at Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill, By this time 
the congregations of our Conference have received official word on this 
from the Administration of our Seminary. All. who will be present on that 
occasion either in person or in spirit wish Mr. Mensing the Lord’s richest 
blessings on his future labors in His service. Remember the date of this our 
third graduation and include this special service in your prayers ! 

A more complete report of Seminary activity during the past year will, 
of course, be given at our annual convention to be held in Seattle, Wash., 
on June 20-22. Delegates and visitors will hear it first hand, and all our 
Conference members will find the report in the 1980 Proceedings and thus 
be able to read and study it privately at home. 

With sincere thanks to all for fervent prayers and generous gifts in 
the past, may the Lord bless us all as we continue to pray and give for 
this important work so that, as the Preface of the Book of Concord states, 
“the pure doctrine and the profession of our faith may, by the help of the 
Holy Ghost, be preserved and propagated also to our posterity until the 
glorious advent of Jesus Christ, our only Redeemer and Savior!” 

-0. W. Schaefer, President 
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HOW THE FALSE DOCTRINE ON THE CHURCH 
AND MINISTRY (us it is taught by the WELS, 
CoLC, and in the ELS) ENDANGERS OTHER 

PLAIN TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLIE 

One proper method of examining false teaching is to draw the false 
teaching out to its logical conclusions. This method has precedent in many 

historic controversies where the implications of the opponent’s teachings 
were shown to be in conflict with Scripture. (Examples: Flacius on Original 
Sin; Zwingli and Calvin on the Lord’s Supper ; the Election Controversy in 
the old Norwegian Synod) This effective method has been left unused, to a 
large extent in public discussions of the false doctrine on the Church anci 
Ministry as it is presently being taught by the WELS, CoLC, and ELS (in 
part). * This paper is therefore written for the benefit of those who are in- 
clined to say, “What difference does it make if a person joins the Wisconsin 
Synod and accepts their doctrine on Church and Ministry ?” and for the 
benefit of those who have difficulty following this false teaching to its logi- 
cal conclusions. 

*WELS-Wisconsin Synod; CoLC-Church of the Lutheran Confession 
ELS-The Norwegian Synod 

A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE TRUE DOCTRINE ON CHURCH AND 
MINISTRY 

THE HOLY CI-IRISTIAN CHURCH, THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS (Una Sancta) 

The Bible indeed speaks in many places of the Church (ekklesia) as 
the sum total of all true believers in Christ throughout the world. MATT. 16: 
18, “Upon this Bock I will build My Church”; E~HESIANS I ~22, “Gave Him 
(Christ) to be the Head over all things to the Church which is His Body”; 
EPHESIANS 5 :23, “Christ is the Head of the Church”; EPHESIANS 6: 327, “A 
glorious Ch.urch not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.” This is God’s 
Household of which every true Christian is a member, EPHESIANS 2 :19, “Fel- 
low citizens with th,e Saints and of the Household of God.” This is the great 
spiritual Temple in which every true believing Child of God is a Living 

Stone, 1 PETER 2 :5, Cc Ye, also, as L i V e 1 y Stones, are built up a Spiritual 
House”; EPHESIANS 2 :21, “ In whom all the Building fitly framed together 
groweth unto an Holy Temple in the Lord.” 

THE LOCAL CONGREGATION OF TRUE BELIEVERS 

The Bible also applies the name Church (ekklesia) to a group of true 
believers in a definite locality, 1 THESSALONIANS 2 :14, “FOr ye bpethren, 
became followers of the Ch.urches of God which in Judea are in Christ Je- 

sus” 2 CORINTHIANS 1 :I, “Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth”; 
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ACTS 2 A’?‘, “The Lord udded to the Church (at Jerusalem) such as should 

be saved”; 1 THESSALONIANS 1 :I, “Unto the Church of the Thessalonians 

.which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ.” At times the Apo- 

stle Paul writes, PHILIPI>IRh’s 1 :I, “To all the Saints in Christ Jesus which 

are at Philippi,” and COLOSSIANS 1 :l, “To the Saints and faithful Brethren 

in Christ which are at Colosse.” The word Church is therefore used in 

Scripture to refer to a specific group of true believers in a certain local’ 

ity or definite place. This is the local congregation as God sees it-the lo- 

cal congregation of the Una Sancta which alone has the full power of the 

Keys. Only God knows this group of true believers, 2 TIMOTHY 2 :19. 

THE LOCAL VISIBLE CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION 

But man cannot see through the eyes of God. The Lord therefore ac- 
commodates Himself to use the word Church to designate the local congre- 
gation as it is seen by rnen and can therefore be made to f u nc t i o n among 
men. This is the local visible Christian congregation which can contain hypo- 
crites (ACTS 5 :1-l 1; 3 JOHN 9, 10) and which by God’s command, estab- 
lishes the office of the ministry in its midst, gathers together regularly, 
frequently, and consistently around the Word of God and the Sacraments, 
exercises the duties of Christian fellowship and love, and carries out the 
proper discipline of the Church. In such local churches the members could 
be named and counted, ACTS 1:15, “The number of names together were 
about an hundred and twenty”; they gathered r e gu 1 a r ly for the hear- 
ing of God’s Word and to c e1 e b r ate “often” the Lord’s Supper, ACTS 
2~42, “They continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrke and fellowship, 
u,nd in. breaking of bread, a.nd in prayers”; they came together to settle a case 
of church discipline, 1 CORINTHIANS 5 :4, 5, “When ye are gathered together 
. . . to deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the 

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”; they were asked to give 
or to receive greetings (ACTS 18 :22 ; COLOSSIANS 4:15; 1 CORINTHIANS 16: 

19); to send and to receive letters (ACTS 15:23) ; to read an epistle in the 
public assembly and to have contact with other local congregations (COLOS- 
SIANS 4 :16) ; to take up a collection (2 CORINTHIANS 8 :l-4 ; 11:8 ; 9 :1-l 5) ; 
and mention is made about customs in the churches (I CORINTHIANS 11:16). 
In their assemblies, women are not to teach men ( 1 COR. 14 :34; 1 TIM. 2 :12- 

14) ; the men of the congregation were to establish the public ministry in 
their midst (ACTS 1 :15-26 ; 14 :23 TITUS 15) ; they elected men to serve in 
an office auxilliary (of help) to the o,ffice of the ministry. The local visible 
Christian congregation is thus set before us in Scripture as the only God-or- 
dained functioning unit in the Church by which the full exercise of the Of- 
fice of the Keys is to be carried out among men. It is this group only that 
has the promise of God that there are Christians in its midst because of the 
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Marks of the Church which it possesses-because here the constant water- 
ing with the Word and the administration of the Sacraments are carried on, 
ISAIAH 55 :IQ, 11, “As the rain cometh down a,nd the snow from heaven etc.“; 
1 CORINTHIANS 3 S-9, “I have planted, Apollos watered, etc.“; 1 CORINTHI- 
ANS 1 :21, “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching etc.” Only here 

also can the final step in Church Discipline, according to Christ’s command 
in MATTHEW 18 : 17, be properly put into effect. Only when this local visible 
Christian congregation acts can we then be certain, according to God’s Word, 
that true believers are acting-because only in such a group can we actually 
be certain that there are Christians present as the Lord God Himself as- 
sures us. 

SUMMARY AND COMMENT 

The 112 times in which “church” (ekklesia) is used in the New Testa- 
ment (with reference to a Christian group) fall only into one of these three 
categories: 1) The Holy Christian Church or the Communion of Saints 

(Una Sancta). 2) The L ocal Congregation of True Believers. 3)The 

Local Yisible Christian C o n g T e g a t i on in which there may also be hypo- 
crites. This word is never used in the S c r ipt u r es for any other gather- 
ing of Christians. R caching for straws, as it were, to defend their po- 
sition, the heterodox Lutheran bodies (mentioned above) try to make a sed- 
es for their doctrine out of MATTHEW 18 :20, “For where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.>’ But it must 
be obvious to the most unlearned that this passage does not set forth a defi- 
nition of “church.” This passage is simply a gracious and wonderful promise 
of our beloved Savior’s presence wherever even the smallest group is gather- 
ed in His name. That this group, under certain circumstances, could be a 
local congregation and thus a church in the Scriptural sense is not questioned 
but is altogether possible. Nevertheless, in this text, the Lord Jesus is ob- 
viously not telling us what a church is, namely, that two or three gathered 
together in His name is “church.” Notice that in verses 16 and 17 the same 
number of people are spoken of, yet, they are not called “church” but rather 
told to “tell it unto the church.” T o say that any group of people assembled 
in Jesus’ name are Christians cannot be proven from Scripture because “in 
Jesus’ name” is used in different ways in Scripture, and to say that any 
such group is therefore “church” is consequently an unscriptural deduction. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The Apostle Paul refers to himself, the Apostle Peter, and Apollos, who 
were local pa.s t or s of the church at Corinth, as “ministers of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God,” 1 CORINTHIANS 4 :l. Speaking of khe 
duties of the local pastors as shepherds and overseers of the Flock of God, 
the Apostle Peter refers to them as elders and to himself also as an elder, 1 
PET. 5 :l. The office of the Ministry of the Word was thus already establish- 

52 



ed by the Son of God when He called the Apostles to the office of preaching 
the Gospel and the care of souls, MATTHEW 28 :l9-20; MARK 16 :15, 16 ; JOHN 
21 :15-l 7. That the Lord was here instituting a real ministry, a distinct of- 
fice, and not merely certain functions or the use of certain gifts of all dis- 
ciples in spreading t.he Word is clear from the fact that this office is defin- 
itely separate from the spiritual priesthood of all true believers, as it is 

shown below. 
There are some distinctive features of the Apostolic Office which were 

special primarily to the Apostles and have passed away, such as, the immed- 
iate call, the inspiration of God’s Word through them, and, generally, the 
the special gifts of miracles. But the ministry of preaching the Word of God 
and administering the Sacraments established by the calling of the Apostles 
is to continue until the end of time. The Apostles therefore identify them- 
selves with the incumbents of the pastoral office in the local congregation 
(1 COR. 1-k :I; 1 PETER 5 :l ; COLOSSIANS 4 :7) and the pastoral functions, du- 

tics, qualifications, authority, responsibility, and honor due to the Apostles 

are the same as that due to the local pastor. This is clear from the following 
passages carefully considered and compared: 2 CORINTHIANS 5 31: “We are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us.,’ COLOSSIANB 
1 ~25, “I am made a minister.” ACTS 6 :2,4, “.We will give ourselves continual- 
ly to prayer and to the min,istry of the Word.” 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1, “Let a 
a man so account of us as of the ministers of Ch.rist.” 1 CORINTHIANS 3~5, 
“Who then is Pau.1, and who is Apollos, but ministers etc.” 1 CORINTHIANS 
9:14, “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel 
should live of the Gospel.” GALATI~NS 6~6, ‘(Let him that is taught in the 
Word communicate unto (share with) him that teacheth in all good things.,’ 
2 CORINTHIANS 4 :5, ‘(For we preach n.ot ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; 
and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.,, JOHN 2 1 :l5-17, “Feed My 
sheep . . . feed My lambs.,’ ACTS 20~17-28, “Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers.” 1 PETER 5 32-4, “Feed the Flock of God wh.ich is among you taking 
the oversight thereof, etc.” HEBREWS 13:17, “Obey them that have the rule 
over you u.nd submit yourselves for they zuatch for your souls etc.‘, 1 TIMO- 

THY 3 :1-Y, TITUS 1:5-g, the qualifications of elders or bishops. 1 THESSALO- 
NIANS 5 :12,13, “Know them wh.ich labor among you and are over you in the 

Lord. . . esteem the,m very highly in love for their work’s sa,ke etc.” ~TIMO- 

THY 597, “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor 
etc.” (NOTE : With regard to the authority being the same, remember that 
while the Apostles spoke the Word of God by inspiration and therefore with 
divine authority, the ministers of the Word speak with the same authority 
today when they proclaim the Word of God as taught by the Apostles and 
Prophets. LUKE 10 : 16, “He that heareth. you, heareth Me.“) 

This specific office of the ministry (as well as the personal mission 
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testimony of all disciples) is to continue until the end of the world, for the 
Lord Jesus concludes the Great Commission ( M,ITT. 28 :2O) with the words, 
ccL,o, I am with you alway even unto the end of the world.” Therefore, the 
Apostles served early congregations while they were amo,ng them, but when 
they left they had men called by the various congregations into the ministry 
of the Word in their place, ACTS 14 :28, “And when they had ordained them 
elders in every church . . . ” TITUS 1:5, “Ordain elders in every city, as I had 

appointed thee.” The apostles taught that these men were divinely called 

ministers of the W70rd, COLOSSIANS 4 : 17, “And say to Archippus, Take heed 
to the ministry m*hich thou ha.st received in the Lord.” ACTS 20:28, “Take 
heed . . . unto all the flock over the izwhich the Holy Ghost hath made you 
ever-seers to feed the church of God.” 1 CORINTHIANS 12 ~28, “God hath set 
some in the Church . . . tea.chers.” TITUS 1. :7, “A bishop.. . the steward of 
God.” EPHESIANS 4 : 11, “He (Christ) gave some . . . pastors and teachers.” 
The Apostles made provision or gave instructions for the continuation of this 

office, 2 TIMOTHY 2:2, “The same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be 

able to teach others also.” 1 TIMOTHY 3 :1-Y, TITUS 1%9, the qualifications 

for this office. 
This ministry, therefore, is the authority to administer publicly the corn’ 

mon rights of the spiritual priesthood in behalf of the local congregation. No 
man however is to take this honor unto himself unless he is rightly called by 
those in whose behalf he is publicly to administer the Office of the Keys, 
HEBREWS 5 :a. In Titus I:5 we read, “For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
tha.t thou shouldest set in order the things th.at are wanting, and ordain eld- 
ers in every city, as I had appointed (charged, commanded) thee.” This Bible 
passage in particular teaches that the Christian congregations are comman- 
ded by God to ordain for themselves ministers of the Word. This Scripture 
text cannot be brushed aside lightly as applying only to conditions in those 
days. The Apostle Paul does not command in matters of Christian liberty. 
The word which is translated “appointed” in this text has really a stronger 
meaning (dietaksamen) in the original Greek. It should be better translated 
as “commanded” or “charged.” Notice also that the Apostle Paul states in 
this passage to Titus that something is lacking when churches do not estab- 

lish in their midst the ministry of the Word. 

A local church may, in Christian liberty, establish auxiliary offices or 
offices of help to the ministry or pastoral office. This is plain from ACTS 6 
where deacons are appointed by the church at Jerusalem to take care of the 
needs of the widows in the congregation. This office of deacon was not an- 
other ministerial office on the same level with the pastoral office but part of 
the office of the ministry under the supervision of the Apostles (ACTS 6 :3, 
“whom IVE may appoint over this business”) and established in Christian 
liberty by the local congregation, 1 COR. 12 :28, 29, and also EPHESIANS 
4 :I 1, indicate that offices were evidently set up in the ear 1 y Christian 
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churches to assist the Apostles and local pastors in their work. Such an aux- 
iliary office today is the office of a parochial school teacher. This office is 
not an office in itself as some speak of it when it is referred to as the “min- 
istry of teaching.” They also speak of the “ministry of music,” the “minis- 
try of visiting the sick,” etc. All such so-called ministries, however, are actu- 
ally a part of the pastoral office in the local congregation. They were never 
directly institnted by the Lord as special particular offices or ministries. We 
may indeed speak of them as divine offices because they are part of the min- 
istry of the Word which is the pastoral office. The local pastor, however, 
does not relinquish part. of his office when a parochial school teacher is cal- 
led. He is still, by t.he d i v i n e institution of his office, responsible for the 
spiritual welfare of the children in the congregation (ACTS 2O:28 ; JOHN 21: 

15,16) and therefore overseer also of the teacher’s work. Certainly we must 
not overlook the fact that because the office of the parochial school teacher 
is a part of the ministry of the W70rd inasmuch as he is called to teach the 
Word of God to the children of the congregation, he is also entitled to the 
honor attached to the work of the ministry. The local church may establish, 
keep, or do away with such auxiliary offices as circumstances and condit- 
ions may require BUT NOT the office of the public ministry of the Word 
(the pastoral office) which is the only divinely instituted office and conse- 
quently the highest office in the church. (NOTE : Synodical offices and 
the office of a professor in a seminary are also auxiliary offices to the one 
Office of the Ministry whose incumbents are elected by the local congrega- 
tion either by direct referendum or through the delegates in Convention 
assembled.) 

THE FALSE DOCTRINE BRIEFLY SET FORTH 

1. Every group of Christians is church. .Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s 
Societies, Men’s Clubs, Conferences, Bible Classes, Synods, Conven- 
tions, Classrooms, etc., are all churches on the same plane or with the 
same authority and responsibilities as the local congregation. 

2. The local congregation, which can be numbered, listed, seen and heard 
has never been instituted (ordained, authorized, or put in a class by it- 
self) in Scripture by the Lord of the Church. 

3. There is nothing in Scripture to safeguard a local congregation from 
being dominated by a synod, or super church-the only guarantee for the 
local congregation’s being recognized as the primary form of the church 
is the mutual agreement among professing Christians according to love 
and good order, GALATIANS 5 :l3, 1 CORINTHIANS 14 :40. 

LE. The public ministry is not limited to the pastoral office but also in- 
cludes synodical officials, professors, etc., whose offices are on the same 
level with the office of the local pastor. 
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SOLA SCRIPTURA (The Battle Cry of the Reformation) IS 
UNDERMINED 

This peculiar false doctrine (as set forth above) actually undermines 
the Scriptural Principle that the Word of God alone establishes articles of 
faith. Those who uphold and defend this false teaching are guilty of a subtle 
form of rationalism-a.rriving at their doctrine, to a great extent, by means 
of a deduction from etymology and NOT by the clear passages of Scripture 
(sedes doctrine). Thus it is asserted, contrary to the usage of Scripture, that 
any grouping of Christians (or at fea.st any group gathered in the Lord’s 
name) is an ekklesia (church) and that any servants in the church (at least 
those ,who work with the Word of God) are hyperetes (ministers) on the 
same level with the local pastor. As they derive and develop their doctrine 
of the church essentially from those passages which speak of the Una Sanc- 
ta (the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints) so also they de- 
velop their doctrine of the ministry primarily from those passages which 
speak of the universal priesthood of all true believers. They consquently 
draw the conclusion that wherever there are belie-vers there is “church” with 
the right publicly to exercise the power of the keys, and they picture the of- 
fice of the ministry as many offices formed in Christian liberty by the uni- 
versal priesthood of all true believers which is described as a tree whose var- 
ious branches include not only the pastoral office but any other office in the 
local congregation, synod, or conference which the Christians may deter- 
mine to establish. 

As in the case with all false teaching, here also the clear passages (sed- 
es) of Scripture are forced into the background or are twisted so as to agree 
with a preconceived set of human deductions. The.re is absolutely NO pas- 
sage in Scripture which commands many different public ministries in the 
church outside of the pastoral office. 

CONFUSION IN THE AREA OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

Since, according to the f a 1 s e teaching on Church and Ministry, the 
church on earth has many forms and every group of Christians is “church” 
with the full rights and privileges of the Office of the Keys, it must then fol- 
low that any group and every group of Christians may decide on a case of 
excommunication. “Tell it unto the C hurt h,” MATTHEW 18 :17, therefore 
means to tell it to the church in any form or whatever group of Christians 
is the most convenient. In response to this, those who adhere to this false 
doctrine, appeal to 1 COR. 14 :4O, “Let a.11 things be done decently and in or- 
der” and to “brotherly love” GAL. 5 : 13 which is required of all Christians- 
and on this basis they teach that the local congregation in which the person 
being disciplined claims membership should always be taken into considera- 
tion even though they admit that the matter of the local congregation’s being 
the “primary form. of the church” is only by the mutual agreement of profes- 
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sing Christians and that it is NOT the only divinely ordained functioning 
unit in the Church. 

COXFUSION IN THE AREA OF BAPTISM 
THE LORD’S SUPPER, AND CALLING A PASTOR 

They teach that it is wrong to restrict the full use of the office of the 
keys to the local congregation and hold that any group of Christians, any- 
where at any time, may exercise the 1right.s ,and privileges o&f all the functions 

of the Church. It is then perfectly natural to con elude that the Sunday 
School, Ladies’ Aid, Young Peoples’ Societies, Pastoral Conferences, Synods, 
Committees, Christian Colleges and Seminaries, etc., all have not only the 
right but the Christian responsibility and duty to call pastors for themselves 
to preach the Word of God and administer the Sacraments publicly in their 
behalf since such groups, by their definition, are “church” and since it is 
God’s command that Christian Churches should do these things, Here again 
they appeal to decency, orderliness, and brotherly love. But ,where does this 
lead them? With one hand they give to every, any, and all Christian groups 
the title “church” and with it the rights and privileges to perform all the 
functions of the Church BUT with the other hand they take away the use 
of these rights and rprivileges which, they say, God has given them, and be- 
stow these rights and privileges arbitrarily upon only a few groups, such 
as the local congregation, pastoral conferences, synods, and even summer 
camps-ALL IN THE NAME OF DECENCY, ORDER, AND BRO- 
THERLY LOVE. Now then WHO is to decide this? Why does the Synod 
retain such im p o r t a n t powers but not a Bible Class which certainly 
meets more often ? Is a Synodical Body mo,re decent and orderly ? Who-can 
say that this is so ? Is the Synod a better and more qualified church ? On 
what basis ? Why do pas to r a 1 conferences retain these powers but not a 
men’s club or college class ? Is a pastoral conference more decent and order- 
ly ? Is it a better church ?-At this point an appeal is made to our aunctifi- 
ed common sense, * but WHOSE common sense is going to decide these 
things ? Can anyone positively say, on the basis of common sense,* that it is 
indecent or disorderly for a college class or men’s club to call a pastor to 
baptize infants and to administer the Lord’s Supper, or a Bible Class to ex- 
communicate its teacher or a member? 

* This is the modernistic theology of Schleiermacher, Ritschl, et.c.-cf. 
Mueller’s Christian Dogmatics, pp. 3-73. 

CONFUSION ABOUT WHAT IS DECENT, 
ORDERLY, AND LOVING 

Here is an iEZu.stration of what could actually happen under this pecul- 
iar false teaching on the Church and Ministry: Suppose the first two stages 
of admonition had been completed without any change i.n the person who is 
a manifest and impeniten.t sinner. Now the two or three concerned Christians 
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are prevented from bringing the matter to the congregation because the pas- 
tor is lax and the voters’ assembly is unconcerned. On what basis could these 
staunch, loving Christians be told that they could not take this matter to their 
men’s club or Bible class to conclude the process of Church Discipline- 
especially if there was a chance to gain the impenitent sinner or to prevent 
him from leading others into error ? If this action were taken out of love for 
the erring brother and for the other members of the lax congregation, and 
everything was done with the utmost decency and orderliness, would such 
action be what the Lord requires in MATTIIEW 18:17. “Tell it unto the 
Church?” The CoLC, WELS, and the majority in the ELS would have to 
answer, “Yes !” Such a doctrine can therefore lead to a misuse of Church 
Discipline as the Savior requires of us in MATTHEW 18. 

HEBREWS IO:25 AND THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 
IS CRIPPLED 

In this passage from Hebrews the Lord urges us “not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is.” It is evidenti 
that this passage refers to the assembling of a Christian congregation for 
public worship or to the congregational meetings at which matters in the 
work of the Church are acted upon (cf. 1 CORINTHIANS 5 :.4, 5) This text 
from Hebrews rightly belongs under the Third Commandment where we 
find it in our Catechism-also in the Norwegian Synod’s (ELS) catechism 
and in the Wisconsin Synod’s (FVELS) catechism. Now, if any and every 
gathering of Christians in Jesus’ name is “church,” does it not follow that 
it would be a sin not to gather at the meetings of our Conference, at Pas- 
toral Conferences, Ladies’ Aid, Men’s Club, etc., especially in the light of 
this clear passage of Scripture? Or what is to prevent a family from saying 
that since our household is “church” we can assemble together in our home 
and need not attend every service of our local congregation? Since all of 
these various and sundry groups are churches on .the same level with the 
local congregation, does the Lord’s Word require a person to be a member 
of many churches? GREAT CONFUSION! -only to be held in check by 
some human legalistic idea of what is decent, orderly, or loving! 

1 CORINTHIANS 14:34,35 (properly compared with 
I Tkothy 2:11,12) IS JEOPARDIZED 

Here the Apostle Paul says very plainly, “Let your women keep si- 

lence in the churches for it is n,ot permitted unto the,m to speak; but they] 

are commanded to be under obedience.” Since the false teachers claim that 
the Church of God is present even where two or three believing ladies are 

gathered in Jesus’ name (Ladies Aid), would not this passage of Scripture 

make it impossible for them to speak, lead meetings, vote, etc., (when the 
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pastor or another man is present, I TIMOTHY 2 :11,12) which is currently 
being done in the WELS, ELS, and CoLC ? It would then also be against 
this Word of God for them to teach in such Christian groupings (when 
men arc present) as Sunday School, Christian Day School, Christian Nor- 
mal School, and even in the family-if every group of Christians is “church” 
with the same authority and responsibility as the local congregation. 

THE TRUMPET GIVES AN UNCERTAIN SOUND WITH 
REGARD TO THE MARKS 0% THE CHURCH 

The Marks of the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, 
are the Word of God and the Holy Sacraments regularly preached and 
heard, administered and received. In ISAIAH 55 : 10, I1 we find a. wonder- 

. . 
ful promise from the Lord, namely that as the rain and the snow assure us 
of a harvest (and this moisture or watering must be a regular thing-ot.her- 
wise a famine or drought will result) so the regular preaching and hearing 
of God’s Word and the frequent use of the Sacrament (the visible Word) 
produces that which God pleases and prospers in t.he thing whereto !EIe 
sends it, namely, it makes or produces and preserves true believers. This pas- 
sage is corroborated by those texts which tell US : “Faith c o,m e t h by hearing 
and hsari,ng by the Word of God, R.oM. 10:17; “It pleased God by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save th.em that. believe,” 1 CORINTHIANS 1~21; “1 
h.ave plnnted, Apollos watered; but God gave the &reuse,” 1 CORINTHI- 

ANS 3 :6. And where is such regular preaching and hearing of the Word of 
God and the frequent use of the Sacrament? It is only carried on accord- 
ing to God’s command in the Local Visible Church ! But can’t the regular 
preaching and hearing of God’s Word and the frequent use of the Sacra- 
ment be carried on in any group of Christians ? If it is, then that group of 
Christians becomes a Local Visible Christian Church-for only where there 
is such a group are we a.ssured that true believing Christian are present, 
namely, where professing Christians gather themselves together regularly 
to hear the Word of God and to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and to this 
end establish among themselves the office of the ministry. 

Now, the appeal is made to MATTHEW 18 120, ‘(For where two OT three 
are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of the,m,” and 
on the basis of this passage it is taught that any two or more Christians 
gathered in Jesus’ name are “church.” But does this Word of God say that? 
This Scripture text simply promises that the Lord will be gracious1.y present 
wherever two or three come together in His na.me: perhaps to pray, to hear, 
to read, or to study His Word or to do His work. He does not say that this 
group is “church,” and He does not say that there are true believers there. 
It may be a Christian congregation, BUT it may also not be-and it more 
than likely is not (Compare: ~!~ATTHEW 18 :16). It is certainly reading some- 
thing into this text which isn’t there, when it is said that the Bible teaches 
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that two or three gathered in Jesus’ name is “church.” Such false teach- 
ers are in danger of grossly minimizing the Marks of the Church (the regu- 
lar and consistent preaching and teaching of God’s Word and the use of 
the Sacraments) where alone in all of Scripture, God gives us this specific 
promise of ISAIAH 55 :lO, 11, that true believing Christians are there. 

A DANGER OF TEACHING ANTINOMIANISM 

Some who hold to this false doctrine on the Church and Ministry have 
become guilty of teaching antinomianism. They object to the teaching that 
Christians are commanded by God to form a 1 oc a 1 congregation and to 
establish the office of the ministry (pastoral office) on the grounds that this 
would introduce a legalistic element into the New Testament-as if God 
gives no commands to Christians. But every Christian because he has an 
Old Adam: needs the Law. However, the divine commands regarding the 
local congregation and the pastoral office are not legalistic demands but 
gracious provisions for our salvation. Their v a 1 u e is not in our acts of: 
obedience to God, but in what our dear Lord thereby offers and gives us, 
namely, His grace conveyed by the regular use of Word a.nd Sacrament. 
But this does not make them matters of Christian liberty ! 

THE DANGER OF A FALSE HUMILITY 

A pastor in the WELS, or CoLC may feel that because the position of 
his church body is one that diminishes the importance of the pastoral of- 
fice, and because humility is pleasing to the Lord, therefore the position 
must be Scripturally correct that the pastoral office is NOT ordained by 
God any more than any other office in the Church but that it. is simply an 
office established in Christian liberty by a local congregation. Such humil- 
ity, however, which sets aside the Word of God is actually PRIDE of the 
most insidious and deceptive kind. Of what other office is the Lord speak- 
ing in His Word when He says, “Take heed . . . unto all the flock over the 
zohich the Holy Ghost bath. made you overseers,” ACTS 20 :28 ? Of what! 
other office is He speaking when He says, “Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls as they that 
must give a.ccount,” HEBREWS 13 :17 ? Of what other office is He speaking 
when He says, “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the over- 
,&ght thereof ,” 1 PETER 5; :2 ? What office is especially referred to in 1 TIM- 
OTHY 5 :17, “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double hon- 
or, especially th,ey who labor in the Word and doctrine?” Of which other) 
office is the Lord speaking when He says, And we beseech you, brethren, 
to know them which labor among you and are over you in the Lord, and a,d- 

monish you; and to esteeem them. very highly in love for their work’s sake,” 

1 THESSALONIANS 5 :12,13 ? Of what other office is the Lord speaking in 
these and similar passages but the Pastoral Office in the local congrega- 
tion ? And tl le requirements or qualifications for the incumbents of this of- 
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fice are pla.inly and carefully recorded in Scripture, I TIMOTHY 3 :I-‘?’ ; Tr- 
TUS l :Ii-9). Do these words of God leave the impression that the establish- 
ment of the pastoral office in the local congregation is a matter of Christian 
liberty? If the pastoral office is established in Christian liberty, it then fol- 
lows that. a congregation may also discontinue the pastoral oflice or dismiss 
its pastor as a mat& of Christian liberty for any reason whatever-that a 
pastor may simply be hired or fired at the will of the congregation. But the 
Apostle Paul writes with regard to the pastora. office, “Let a m,an so ac- 
count of us as of the ministers of Christ and stewards of the my&eries 

of God,” 1 CORINTIUANS 4 :I. A true Christian pastor should recognize and 
uphold the Scriptural status and nature of his office as well as its solemn 
obligations and responsibilities. The false teachers overlook the practical 
decency and order which the Lord God Himself has set forth in His Word 
relative to the Pastoral Office as the highest office in the Church (because 
it is the only divinely ordained office in the Church). Oh, beware of that pas- 
tor, who, bubbling over with false humility, tells his people that his office 
is on the level with that of a Christian Day School teacher or a synodical 
official. 

THE GAINSAYING OF CORE 

Such a false position on the Doctrine of the Ministry is not without 
precedent in the Bible. In this connection the Apostle Jude speaks of such 
false prophets as being guilty of “the gainsaying of Core.” The account of 
Korah’s rebellion, to which Jude here refers, is found recorded in the six- 
teenth chapter of Xumbers. Korah and three other prominent men of Israel 
gathered a following of “two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, 
famous in the congregation, men of renown” and revolted against the lea- 
dership of Moses and Aaron. Their formal complaint is set forth in verse 3, 
“Ye take too much upon you, all the congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and the Lord is among them; wherefore, then lift ye up yourselvesi 
above the congregation of the Lord?” In external Christendom today there 
are prominent men, men of renown, famous for their scholarship and abil- 
ity, who raise this same obj e&ion to the Office of the Ministry (the Past- 
oral Office) as the highest office in the Church. They say, in effect, “Ye 
take too much upon. you, . . . wherefore lift ye up yourselves above the con- 
gregation of the Lord? The pastoral office is NOT the highest off ice in the 
Church. Synodical officials have the same or even greater authority !” Ko- 
rah and his followers bolstered their claim with the words, “All the congre- 
gation are holy, every one of th.em!” Today, these false teachers minimize 
the pastoral office by not distinguishing clearly between the ministry in the 
wider sense (the universal priesthood) and the office of the ministry (the 
pastoral office). They emphasize, “Ye are kings and priests before God,” 
but minimize the off i ce of those “who watch for your souls as thy that 
must give account !” They would overthrow the pastoral office as the only 



divinely ordained office in the Church-appealing to the sinful flesh of the 
individual Christian by proposing freedom and selectivity-only to lead 
them into the bondage of synodical authority by “divine right.” Korah and 
his followers defended their action by stating, “The Lord is among them !” 
Today, the appeal is made to MATTHEW 18 20, “Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them,>’ as though 
this is a definition of the church spoken of in MATTHEW 18 :17, “Tell; it, 
unto the Church,” on the basis of which they give to any chance gathering 
of Christians (even synodical boards and committees) the same p owe r s 

which God has invested in each local congregation. 
May it be the fervent prayer of all of us that our Lutheran pastors 

and their followers do not fall into this s na r e which is so similar to the 
“gainsaying of Core,” which undermines the unique dignity of the pastor- 
al office, destroys the autonomy of the local congregation, and overthrows 
its powers as a sovereign body under God and His Word alone. Amen. 

-P.R.B. 

. . . tith editorial comment 

David Mills is a SO-year-old atheist who has written a bo,ok that’s been 
hailed by Madalyn hfurray O’Hair and other atheist leaders ; a book that 
compares God to Adolf Hitler, dismisses the Bible as “fairy tales” and 
brands religion as a dangerous disease. Mills, the author of “Holy Hypno- 
sis” says he believes religion manacles t.he minds of its followers, blinding 
them to reality and robbing them of free will. “I want people to know there 
is an a.lternative. If someone’s only indoctrination has been religion, they 
haven’t been exposed to the choices,” he says. “Their choice is between God 
and the devil. We need another choice.” “For a few years I was the typical 
church goer. But in high school I met a group of militant Christians,” says 
Mills. “I became excited about religion and wanted to share my religion 

with others.” But some of the people he approached challenged him to 
prove his beliefs, using arguments Mills says he found harder and harder 
to ignore. He looked for evidence to counter them only to find that he was 
beginning to ask himself the same questions. After a period of confusion, 
Mills says his religious beliefs were overwhelmed by the conviction that he 
had been duped and that there wa.s no God. His book, “Holy Hypnosis” 
argues fiercely and resolutely against the idea of God, heaven and hell. 

How terrible for David Mills! ‘(He th.at despised Moses’ law died 
with0u.t mercy under two or three witnessess of !how much sorer punish- 

ment,,suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
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the Son of God, a,nd hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
qrace . . . It is a f e a r f ul thing to fall into the hands of the ‘living God” 
(Heb. 10:28-31). Mill’s d enia.1 of God’s existence does not do away with 
God!! The very existe,nce of the world and Mill’s own conscience tellhim 
that there is a God. “The fool h.a,th said in his heart, There is no God. They 
are corrupt, th.ey have done a.bominable works” (Ps. 14r:1). Mills has been 
“duped” by the father of all lies, the devil, and he will find!to his everlast- 
ing ‘dismay the truth of God’s Word, “he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3 ~36). How 
awful to deny Him who loved us and gave Himself for us to deliver us 
from sin, death a,nd hell!! 

A resolution on biblical authority which was presented as “one of. re- 
conciliation” was approved by delegates to the General Synod of the Asso- 
ciated Reformed Presbyterian Church last month .in Flat Rock, North 
Carolina. It affirms that “the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are the Word of God, without error in all that they teach.” The Rev. Grady 
Oates of Bartow, Fla., who had proposed the resolution, .pointed out that 
it “provided great latitude in its interpretation.” Before adopting the state- -. 
ment, the delegates defeated a proposal to affirm the Scriptures as “the 
inspired, infallible and inerrant Word of God.” The basic. difference be- 
tween the two is that the statement that was voted down would have de- 
clared the Scriptures infallible in all respects, while the one adopted holds 

this to be true only in what they teach and not necessarily in matters of 
science and history. (Religious News Service). 

The above sounds very fami1ia.r to us Lutherans! It is the same posi- 
tion held ‘by liberals within the L u t h era n camp who do not want to be; 
bound to every lword of Scripture ! To speak of the Scriptures as being the 
INFALLIBLE AND INERRANT Word of God is like the matador who holds the 

red cloth before the bull in the arena ! The insistence upon such terms 
arouses the vehement opposition of the liberals. 

Every true Lutheran acknowledqes that the Scriptures “contain no 
errors or contradictions, but that they are in all their parts and words the 
infallible truth, also in those parts which treat of historical, geographical 
and other secular matters, John 10:35" (Brief Statement). We know that 
the purpose,of the Bible is to make us wise unto salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus, 2 Tim. 3 ~15, but whenever it speaks concerning mathematics, 

science, geography , etc., it is the infallible and inerrant Word of God. 
“ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God" . . . (2 Tim. 3:15). 

-M.L.N. 
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