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“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity! (Ps. 133:1) These words of the Psalmist were uppermost in my
thoughts as I returned to my home in Lebanon, Oregon, having attended
the annual convention of our Concordia Lutheran Conference, June 20-22,
at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Seattle, Washington.

What unmerited grace to be united in doctrine and practice! There are
those who could care less about such unity. They want to be “free” to teach
and practice whatever they desire. But the Lord Jesus declares, “If ye con-
tinue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed” (John 8:31) And the
Apostle Paul admonishes, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you,; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).This does not mean, of course
that we must all belong to the same political party and be united in every
matter pertaining to our temporal life. It means that we should be united in
the right and in the same understanding of the Word of God, standing to-
gether in doctrine and practice!

By God’ grace, this is the case with our Conference. Not that we don’t
have disagreemnts. After all, the devil, who is the author of all discord,
seeks to sow his seeds of dissension whenever and wherever he can. And our
own Conference is certainly ne exception. But where such difficulties and
disagreements are exposed to the sunlight of God’s Word (Ps. 119:130),
and we learn to take our reason captive and submit it to the Word of God
(2 Cor. 10:5), then peace and unity are once again restored. The devil does
not have his way! '

Dwelling together in unity, we can go forward in the Lord’s work and
be assured of His blessings upon our faithful labors! Let us,therefore, never
minimize the precious unity which the Lord has granted us, but always seek
to preserve it by faithful adherence to His Word, “abhorring that which is
evil; cleaving to that which is good. Being kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another” (Rom. 12:9, 10).

M. L. Natterer, president
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CONVENTION DIGEST

On June 20, 21, and 22, 1980 the Concordia Lutheran Conterence held
its 29th Annual Convention. It was a convention marked by loving brotherly
co-operation and especially by solid reaffirmation of the true teachings of
God’s Word. Thus it was a fitting observance of the 450th anniversary of the
AvaesBure CoNressioN and the 400th anniversary of the Book or CoNcorb.

In the opening service President M. L. Natterer preached on John 7:
25-81, and directed our attention to the perfect example of our Lord Jesus,
of whom the text declares: “He Speaketh Boldly”. For the Sunday Commun-
ion Service Seminary President, the Rev. O. W. Schaefer preached on 2 Cor.
4:18, and presented the timely call from Holy Scripture and our Confessions:
“Hold Fast to the Truth and Confess It.” Two essays were heard by the del-
egates and vistors at the convention; by the Rev. Randall D. Styx on the
“Authority of Scripture According to the Lutheran Confessions™, and the oth-
er by the Rev. H. David Mensing, on “T'he Doctrine of Justification Accord-
ing to our Lutheran Confessions™.

In the elections the following officers were elected:
President: the Rev. M. L. Natterer
Vice Pres. : the Rev. O. W. Schaefer
Secretary: the Rev. R. D. Styx
Treasurer: Mr. Jeffery W. Styx
Board Member—Far West: Mr. John R. Dirksen
Board Member—Mid-West: Mr. David T. Mensing (CRM)

The following committees were also elected : Epitoriar CoMMITTEE, the
Rev O. W. Schaefer (Chmn.), the Rev. James W. Luedtke, and Mr. Mich-
ael Fischer. CommiTTEE oN THEoLoGIcAL EpucaTion, the Rev. P. R. Bloedel
(Chairman. ), the Rev. R. D. Styx, Mr. Lloyd E. Martin, and Mr. Victor K.
Bloedel. CommiTTEE ON Missions, the Rev. James W. Luedtke (Chmn.), the
Rev. M. L. Natterer, Mr. Loren Dirksen, Mr. Ronald Schlaht, and Mr. Jef-
ery W. Styx. CommitTEE oN LurHERAN UNION, the Rev. O. W, Schaefer—
V. Pres. (Chmn.), the Rev. Randall D. Styx—Sec’y., Prof. H. David Men-
sing, and Mr. David T. Mensing (CRM). PuBrisuine House Boarp, the
Rev. P. R. Bloedel (Chmn.), the Rev. R. D. Styx, Mr. Dale Ellis, Mr. Vic-
tor Bloedel, and Mr. Paul F. Luedtke . Finance ComMirTEE, Mr. Jeffery W.
Styx—Treas. (Chmn.) Mr. Loren R. Dirksen, Mr. Kent Frerichs, and Mr.
Dale Ellis.

The details of the work of each of our committees over the past year to-
gether with all the motions and resolutions adopted at this convention will,
Lord willing, soon be printed in the Proceepings. Here, however, are some

highlights:
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With special joy we noted the graduation of Mr. David T. Mensing
from our Seminary in Tinley Park. Mr. Mensing is now a CANDIDATE OF THE
Reverenp MiNisTRY among us and is eligible for a call, We thank the Lord
for this special blessing and pray that He soon find an active place for him
in the Savior’s ministry.

The Mission Committee focused our attention on our mission congrega-
tion in the Coos Bay, Oregon area (Pastor Styx also reviewed the events of
his congregation there, including especially news of the land which was pur-
chased for a possible future building site), and on the need to expand our
mission program and financial base, especially in light of the availability of
Candidate Mensing, that we might go forward in preaching the Gospel to
every creature.

IFollowing its presentation by the I'inance Committee and a very congen-
ial brief discussion, the budget for fiscal 1980-81 passed without a dissent-
ing vote.

Again this past year the efforts of our Committee on Lutheran Union
were frustrated by actions and answers from other groups. To our letter of
inquiry the Church of the Lutheran Confessions (CoLC) replied, “We re-
spectfully decline your invitation . ..” The Lutheran Churches of the Refor-
mation (I.LCR) continue to have internal problems, the nature of which, part-
ly due to their loose organization, is difficult to determine and to judge on
the basis of God’s Word, but which have resulted in the formation of yet
another Lutheran body, known as the Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations
(FLC). Therefore the meetings with them (LCR), which were at one time
making some progress, remain at a standstill. The pastors of the new group
not wishing to take any action without the authorization of their own conven-
tion (the next one is in April of 1981), have declined our invitation to meet
with them until they know the outcome of our meetings with LCR. Thus it
can be seen that, while our conference is actively trying to work -toward a
God-pleasing union on the basis of God’s Word, others have made that im-
possible to date.

The convention also unanimously adopted the following special resolu-
Wilmot, South Dakota, for next year’s convention.

The convention also unanimously adopted the following specal resolu-
tion: (see full text on another page)

“BE IT RESOLVED that at this anniversary convention we laud and
magnify the Lord of the Church for leading our fathers to draw up these
faithful Confessions (the Lutheran Confessions) and for preserving them
among us to this very day by His Holy Spirit through the Word ; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we earnestly beseech our gra-
cious Lord in Christ Jesus to keep us true to these Confessions and evermore
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zealous in the faithful study and use of the same throughout our generations,
until, being kept by the power of God unto salvation, faithful to our Savior
and His Word, we, our children, and our children’s children shall receive by
His grace the crown of glory in heaven, where we will be able to laud and

b

magnify His glorious name in perfectness, world without end;...’

The convention then also carried out the third and last resolve by unani-
mously rising to make a joyful noise unto the Lord with the singing of hymn
292, the text of which follows:

Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, For ’'round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heav'nly Light, For us be ever veiled in night.

In these last days of sore distress Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That pure we keep, till life is spent Thy holy Word and Sacrament.

Lord Jesus, help, Thy Church uphold, For we are siuggish, thoughtless cold.
Oh, prosper well Thy Word of grace And spread its truth in every place!

Oh, keep us in Thy Word, we pray; The guile and rage of Satan stay!
Oh, may Thy mercy never cease! Give concord, patience, courage, peace,

O God, how sin’s dread works abound! Thruout the world no rest is found!
And falsehood’s spirit wide has spread, And error boldly rears its head.

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain Who o’er Thy Church with might would
reign, ' .
And always set forth something new Devised to change Thy doctrine true,

And since the cause and glory, Lord, Are Thine, not ours, to us afford
Thy help and strength and constancy. With all our heart we trust in Thee!

A trusty Weapon is Thy Word, Thy Church’s Buckler, Shield, and Sword.
Oh, let us in its power confide That we may seek no other guide!

Oh grant that in Thy holy Word We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here, Receive us into glory there. Amen,

The Following Special Resolution Was Unanimously Adopted
by the Annual Convention of the Concordia Luth. Conference

WHEREAS at this convention we are commemorating the 450th Anniver-
sary of the Augsburg Confession and the 400th Anniversary of
the entire Book of Concord, our beloved Lutheran Confes-
sions ; and

WHEREAS these Confessions, drawn up by our faithful Lutheran fathers,
correctly set forth the very doctrines of Holy Scripture in those
matters which they treat, including antitheses or the rejection
of contrary teachings; and

WHEREAS these Confessions are by God’s grace still today not only held
by us as our own Confessions, but are also still of practical use
in our work of the Lord within the perverted religious world of
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our day, in which there are also many so-called “Lutherans”
who pay mere lip-service to the Confessions as their historical
heritage but flagrantly disregard, and teach and practice con-
trary to the same; and

WHEREAS in the essays presented at this convention, as well as in the ser-
mons, we have been shown in particular that the Book of Con-
cord emphasizes the Holy Scriptures as the inerrant Word of
God and as the only source and norm of Christian faith and doe-
trine, and the doctrine of justification alone by grace, for
Christ’s sake, through faith alone, as the only saving doctrine
for poor sinners, the most fundamental of all doctrines and the

central doctrine of Christianity, on which the Church stands or,
falls; '

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that at this anniversary convention we
laud and magnify the Lord of the Church for leading our fath-
ers to draw up these faithful Confessions and for preservmg
them among us to this very day by His Holy Spirit through
the Word; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we earnestly beseech our gracious
Lord in Christ Jesus to keep us true to these Confessions and
ever more zealous in the faithful study and use of the same
throughout our generations, until, being kept by the power of
God unto salvation, faithful to our Savior and His Word, we,
our children, and our children’s children shall receive by His
grace the crown of glory in heaven, where we will be enabled to

laud and magnify His glorlous Name in perfectness, world
“without end; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that even now at this time in our conven-
tion we unanimously arise and by our organ music and singing,
making a joyful noise unto Him, praise the most glorious Lord,

“Savior, and Head of His Church, as we together raise our voic-
es in Hymn 292, “Lord Jesus Christ. with Us Abide . .. Amen.”




Melanchthon, Author of the Augshurg Confession

This month, June 25, 1980, to be exact, marks the 450th anniversary of
the Augsburg Confession (also called the Augustana), the first and most im-
portant of the great Lutheran confessions of the Reformation. It is fitting
therefore, in our series of biographies on the figures behind our Lutheran
Confessions that we consider him who was the principal author of this mighty
work, Philip Melanchthon.

Philip was born on Febraury 16, 1497, at Bretten in the German region
of Baden to Georg and Barbara Schwarzerd. (His father made armor for
the princes of the Palatinate, a region which included Baden.) Philip’s early
years and education were guided and directed by his grand-uncle, Johann
Reuchlin, a renowned humanist and Hebrew scholar, who, when Philip made
great accomplishments in Greek classics, revised his last name to its Greek
translation, Melanchthon (from melas black, and khthon earth). He earn-
ed degrees at the universities of Heidelberg and Tubingen and himself be-
came an authority on ancient languages. By 1518 Melanchthon was already
a well known humanist—he was even praised by Erasmus.

That year he was called by the elector of Saxony to teach Greek at the
university at Wittenberg, where he met Luther and the Reformation. His
knowledge of Greek and Hebrew was of great help to Luther in the transla-
tion of the Bible, but more importantly he soon came to see the truth of clear
Scriptural teaching, renounced the errors of humanism (for which Reuchlin
disinherited him), and became Luther’s right hand in the battle of the Refor-
mation. He helped Luther in promoting education and was given the title
“Preceptor of Germany”’. Then, in 1580, came the high point of his life—his
work on the Augsburg Confession and its defense or “Apology”.

On January 21, 1530, Emperor Charles V decreed that a meeting should
be held in part to settle the religious strife in his empire caused when the
Roman Catholics refused to return to pure Secripture doctrine as this had
been restored to view by Luther and the Reformation. The meeting was to be
held in the city of Augsburg. Originally the reformers had intended to pre-
sent a defense of Luther and his associates mentioning only those doctrines
where there were differences with the teachings and traditions of Rome. To
this end Luther, Melanchthon, and others drew up a tentative apology, to
which Melanchthon added an introduction.

When the reformers (minus Luther, who, still being under the ban of
both Pope and Emperor, came only as far as the castle at Coburg) reached
Augsburg, however, they found that Luther was being charged also with all
kinds of errors which were not a part of the Lutheran Reformation at all,
but were from the teachings of Zwingli and various fanatics. They saw the
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need to prepare not just a defense of specific matters, but a complete confes-
sion of faith to show that Lutheran teaching did not include such errors as
well as to defend the teachings which truly were Lutheran and Scriptural.
As Luther was not present, this task fell largely to Melanchthon.

In the few weeks the reformers had before the arrival of the Emperor
they all (including theologians, and various members of local and regional
government) worked diligently on the confession. Drawing from various
writings of Luther and other reformers together with constant correspond-
ence with Luther, Melanchthon wrote, they discussed, Melanchthon' revised
and polished, they discussed some more, on and on it went until finally on
June 23 their confession reached final form- and was signed by its formers
and supporters. Then on the afternoon of June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Con-
fession was presented and read before the assembly.

So effective was the Augsbur‘g Confession that many others immediately
professed their adherence to it, for it clearly showed that the Lutherans
stood firmly in the Scriptures and the Papists outside of them, as even one
of them had to admit. But the Romanists responded with an abusive and
poorly written answer which they called their Confutation. The Emperor,
favoring the Pope’s side declared that the Lutheran position had been refut-
ed. The Lutherans, surprised and shocked that the Emperor failed to keep
his promise to discuss the doctrines involved, desired to show that the Con-
futation had not refuted their teachings and turned to Melanchthon to write
a defense of the Augsburg Confession, which he did; but the Emperor refus-
ed to receive it. Dismayed but undefeated Melanchthon took this defence and,
no longer rushed, he polished, expanded upon, and refined it to produce the
powerfully and excellently written confession, the Apology of the Augsburg
Confession.

We would like to hear that the rest of Melanchthon’s story was as joy-
ful and triumphant; but this did not come to be. Gradually and impercept-
ibly (His fellow Lutherans did not even realize it until after Luther’s
death.) his doctrinal position changed on some important points. His weak-
ness in the absence of Luther moved him to write an agreement which was
in fact against true Lutheranism. But worse, he returned to some of the hu-
manistic teachings of Erasmus and his great desire to effect a union with the
Calvinists led him to ignore the need to hold to the doctrine of the Real Pres-
ence in the Lord’s Supper. Forgetting that The Augsburg Confession was
the confession of the whole church, he took it upon himself to revise, remov-
ing those sections which pointed out errors in Calvin’s teachings. (This
changed version of the Augustana is known as the altered version or “Vari-
ata”. Because of the errors of the Variata, true Lutherans from 1580 on have
all subscribed to the Uraltered Augsburg Confession (U.A.C.), the version
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presented at the Diet of Augsburg in 1530.) His false views led to neo less
than three major controversies in the Lutheran church. In the midst of con-
troversy Melanchthon died on April 19, 1560.

In spite of his errors, however, the Lutheran church continues to re-
vere the name of Philip Melanchthon. The Lord accomplished much neces-
sary good through this servant of the Reformation and used the controvers-
ies which arose from his weaknesses to strengthen the Lutheran church. The
story of his life, moreaver, provides us today with a valuable lesson and ex-
ample that none of us, not even those who have veen leaders in the fight for
the truth, are above error or can afford ever to become lax in keeping the
Scriptures our constant and only guide.

Seurces: Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1971 Edition, Vol. 15 pp. 120, 121
Historical Introductions to the Symbolical Books of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church by F. Bente

-R.D.S.

David T. Mensing, C.R.M.
1980 GRADUATE
OF
Concorpia THEoLoGICcAL SEMINARY, TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS
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SEMINARY GRADUATION

Our beloved Seminary held the third graduation in its history in a spe-
cial divine service on Sunday, June 8, 1980, at Peace Lutheran Church, Tin-
ley Park, Illinois. The graduating student was Mr. David T. Mensing of Or-
land Park, Illinois. Associate Professor H. David Mensing, father of the
graduate, preached the sermon on the topic: “Why You Must Continue in the
Things You Have Learned,” basing his message on 2 Timothy 3:12-17. Your
President was liturgist for this special service and also conducted the Grad-
uation ceremony, assisted by Associate Professor Mensing, who gave the
graduate his Diploma, designating him a Candidate of the Reverend Minis-
try (c.r.m.).

The congregation sang hymns 224, 261, and 292 from the Lutheran
Hymnal. The choir of Peace Lutheran Church, under the direction of Mr. H,
Daniel Mensing, sang “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” and, following
the sermon, “Send, O Lord, Thy Holy Spirit on Thy Servant.” The organist
was Mrs. H. David Mensing, who played a speicial Prelude: “Hark, the
Voice of Jesus Crying’’ as the Offertory; and “Now Thank We All Our God”
as the Postlude. During the service congratulatory communications were
read from the Committee on Theological Education and from our sister
churches in the Conference.

The Lord granted sunny and cool weather for this occasion, and after
the service a delicious buffet luncheon was served by the ladies of the congre-
and a reception was held on the grounds of Peace Church. A pleasant after-
noon of Christian fellowship was enjoyed by all in attendance. |

Candidate Mensing was born on June 9, 1940, in Cortland, New York,
where his father was then pastor. There he was also baptized. As a child he
attended Christian day schools and in 1954 was confirmed at Peace Luther-
an Church, Tinley Park. Following high school and University study he
entered our Seminary in the fall of 1969 as a part-time student while con-
tinuing to teach at Rich East High School in Park Forest, Illinois. For the
past 20 years he has held various offices in Peace Church and has also served
as Board Member-at-Large of our Conference and as a member of several of
its standing committees. He completed his vicarage at Peace Congregation in
June of 1979. He currently resides in Orland Park, Illinois, with his wife
Alison, and their infant son, David Joseph.

Just where Candidate Mensing will be used in the service of the Church
only God knows, but all our Conference members should keep in mind that
he is available so that his talents might be used through a regular call into the
ministry as soon as opportunity for such service presents itself. We all wish
him the Lord’s richest blessings upon his future labors.

—O. W. Schaefer, President
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Helpful Hints
for Personal Christian Mission Work

Set A Good Example

It’s a common saying that actions speak louder than words. It shouldn’t
surprise us, either, that in connection with our Christianity this is also true.
It shouldn’t surprise us that people judge us more by what we do than by
what we say. They are quick to spot any discrepancy between the church’s
teaching and the application of them to the lives of the members. It’s no
wonder that Jesus requires good works from Christians, also for the sake of
those who watch us.

Yet how often Christians seem to think that their life is their own to do
with what they will. As long as they refrain from the coarsest and most ob-
vious sins they seem to feel they are doing all that is required of them. They
absorb the life-style and attitudes of the world around them while overlook-
ing a very fundamental principle of Christianity: Jesus gave His life for us;
we are to yield our life, body and soul, to Him.

Is it any wonder that many Christians find it extremely difficult or im-
possible to talk to others about their Christianity? How can they sell others
on something they themselves are not completely sold on? How can others
benefit from the faith and love that is to overflow their hearts when it has
not yet filled their hearts?

Setting a good example is more than refraining from the most obvious
outward sins. It involves the Christian’s whole attitude, his whole way of
thinking. Peter tells us, “ds obedient children, not fashioning yourselves ac-
cordiny to the former lusts in your ignorance: but as He which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation (conduct).” 1 Pet. 1:
14-15 Christians are not to “fashion” or shape their lives according to the
lustful, worldly way of thinking that they once shared with the unbelievers
when they were still ignorant of God’s will. They are to be “obedient child-
ren’ of their heavenly Father by seeking to imitate His holiness in their life.

To put it another way, the Christian’s philosophy of life is Christ-cent-
ered, God-centered in contrast to the non-Christian’s which is self-centered,
this-world-centered. The Christian regularily practices his faith when con-
fronted by the many and various situations of life by asking himself, “What
does the Lord want me to do?” instead of, “What do I feel like doing?”
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Such a practicing Christian is bound to set an example for others which is
full of works that glorify God. When people regularily see a Christian liv-
ing for the Lord, they cannot help but notice.

This doesn’t always mean, however, that they will immediately lift
their hands and voices in praise of God in heaven. St. Peter also tells us
what we can frequently expect. He says that by the believer’s honest and up-
right conduct the unbelievers will “speak against you as evildoers.” (1 Pet.
2:12) The believer naturally feels, “What have I done to deserve such ill
treatment?”’ His sinful flesh will make him want to “get even.” It is right
here that he must check such desires and remember that as an obedient child
of God he submits himself to the Lord’s will, not his own feelings. What is
the Lord’s will? St. Paul teaches, “Recompense (repay) no man evil for eo-
il .. Be not overcome of evil but OVERCOME EVIL WITH Goopn.” Rom. 12:17,21

Now Peter finishes the whole picture for us by showing the aim of the
Christian’s good works: “Whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they
may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of
visitation.” (1 Pet. 2:12) The “day of wvisitation” for the unbeliever is the
time when God brings him to faith in Christ Jesus as his Savior. It is the
Christian’s hope that by the consistent good example he sets coupled with
the testimony of his faith, the unbeliever will be drawn to Christianity and
learn to praise what he once condemned.

Naturally the opposite is also true. Worldly minded Christians hinder
personal mission work. They love to hear the voice of approval from their
unbelieving and worldly friends when they live like people of the world.

They cannot comfortably speak of Jesus and their Christian faith be-
cause by doing so they are condemning their own worldliness. So they say
nothing at all.

Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16) Ac-
tions speak louder than words. With Jesus good works are not optional—they
are to shine for others to see. For the practicing Christian, setting a good
example at all times is not optional—it is an indispensable part of personal
Christian mission work.

—J.W.L.
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Augsburg Confession on New Obedience

Faith is bound to bring forth good fruits...it is necessary to do good
works commanded by God, because of God’s will, but ... we should not rely
on those works to merit justification before God. (Art. VI)
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AROUND THE WORLD

.o with eclitorial comment |

“Rex,” I said, “you have had a very successful ministry. You have won
countless souls for the Lord all over the world. With that kind of success—
and the enormous satisfaction it must give you—couldn’t you be just as hap-
py in a $50,000 home?” “No,” said Rex Humbard. “I entertain people like
Oral Roberts and George Smathers (the former senator from Florida). It is
essential for me to be in a nice place.” The Akron evangelist—now a resident
of Florida—was discussing his recent purchase of a $290,000 home in a posch
section of Boynton Beach, Fla., 10 miles from Palm Beach. I asked whether
he could understand why many people will be upset to know he lives in such.
high style. “Absolutely,” he said. “It’s because we are successful. There are
many people who don’t like successful gospel evangelists.” Rex Humbard
insisted that his people are not offended by his living in fancy h_ox‘nes) and
driving a $12,000 Lincoln automobile (a gift from a “donor”). As a matten.
of fact, he went so far as to say that if we were to print the story that ap-
pears in The Press today, many of his followers would reach in t.heix_f.pockets
and send him “more gifts.” He seems to dismiss all those who don’t approve.
of what he does as “enemies.” He does not care what they think. (The
Cleveland Press, June 2, 1980).

Suck an, ewtm'vagant and ostentatious. lzfe style hardly befzts one who
calls himself a Christian minister! It is a far cry from the self-sacrificing
life-style of John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul. While a congregation
should indeed support their pastor so that he is able to live as the average
member of his congregation ( Cor. 9:14), he is not to be “greedy of filthy
lucre (money)” (1 Tim. 8:8). What an offense to a congregation when their
pastor’s sole interest is the accumulation of riches! Such are, as the Prophet
describes them, ¢ ‘oreedy dogs which can never have enough” (Isaiah 56:11).
We Christians, pastors and laymen, should “set our affections on things
above, not on things on the earth” (Col. 8:2), and show by our words and
deeds that “here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come”’ (Heb..
13:14).

Life began in the clouds and not in the oceans, an internationally known
biologist theorizes. Carl R. Woese, a professor of genetics and development
at the University of Illineis, suggests that life began in dense hot clouds
which surrounded the Earth more than 4 billion years ago. The theory pre-
sented by Woese is in' direct contrast to other theories that life formed in the
Earth’s ancient oceans. Woese compared Earth then to Venus today———com-.
pletely covered by dense clouds. Carbon dioxide from volcanic gases created
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a “‘greenhouse effect,” he said, trapping heat from the sun and raising sur-
face temperatures to as high as 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit or higher. No oceans
could exist on such an earth, he said. “Dust storms must have swirled over
the dry surface, carrying salt and other particles into clouds—chemicals for
the creation of life,” he said. In the clouds were carbon dioxide, hydrogen
and other gases. These fine droplets of cloud mist were to become the building
blocks for cells, Woese said. Woese’s research was financed primarily by
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration with additional funds
from the National Foundation. (Rocky Mountain News, Denver, Col.).

W hat a shameful waste of funds!! How much better if that money were
used to support truly worthwhile projects, such as, medical research to find
a cure for the various diseases, feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, etc. In
contrast to Woese’s theory stand the majestic words of truth, “God created
man in His own image, in the image of God created He him;male and female
created He them” (Gen. 1:27). And HOW He created them is told us in that
same Word of Truth! “The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living
soul” ... “And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He a woman”

Marriage is a “quiet hell” for about half of American couples, accord-
ing to a survey conducted by advice columnist Dr. Joyce Brothers. Speaking
before a convention of the American Hospital Assocation she said four of 12
marriages are likely to end in divorce, while another six become loveless
“utilitarian” relationships. to protect children, property, shared careers and
other goals. Citing a survey of 50 prominent men listed in “Who’s Who in
America,” she said clergyman are most likely to have satisfying married liv~
es. These men combine caring, communication and responsibility with sex,
she said, Also among some of her findings were: 1) men marry women less
intelligent than themselves, while women seek “smarter” partners; 2) Wom-
en are stronger than men in “life and death” crises; 3) Wives start most of
the fights between spouses; 4) Women complain more about their marriages
than men,...... married women complain most about money, their hus-
bands’ drinking and physical abuse, while men complain almost exclusively
about sex; 5) recent samplings by psychologists indicate that men rarely
grow to love, respect and marry women with whom they have had sex, with-
out love, from the beginning of a relationship.

Such surveys do not always present an accurate picture since they are
generally taken:from a small segment of our society. The results of such a
survey would naturally depend upon such things as the people who are ask-
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ed, the locality where the survey is taken, etc. We do not dispute the fact that
there probably are many marriages which are not happy and satisfying. And
why is this? The fault rests with the couples themselves! For, after all, if both
husband and wife confess the same faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as their
Savior from sin and base their marriage upon the solid foundation of His
Holy Word, then there is no reason why such a marriage should not be hap-
py and satisfying! With the Word of God as their Guide they will seek to
fulfil their God-given duties and responsibilities,“Husbands, love your wiv-
es, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it”...*“And
the wife see that she reverence her husband” (Eph. 5:25-33). “Let the hus-
band render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto
husband. The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife” (1
Cor. 7:3, 4). Where both husband and wife seek to abide by the Word of
God, then such a marriage will not be a “quiet hell’ but a beautiful oasis in
the middle of the desert of this dreary life!

The stage is set for what could be one of the largest plagues of grass-
hoppers in this century, a collection of swarms that threatens 32.2 million
acres of rangeland in 17 western states including Washington and Oregon,
the Agriculture Department said. About 60 percent of the threatened range-
land is in three states: Nebraska, New Mexico and Texas. During last year’s
invasion, called the worst since the 1930s, surveys indicated 13 million acres
were hit by “economic” infestation, meaning at least eight grasshoppere were
found per square yard. Harvey Ford, deputy administrator of the depart-
ment’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, which calls itself APH-
IS, said the assessment of this year’s threat is based on surveys last August
and September to determine infestations of adult grasshoppers. The insects
lay eggs which hatch the following spring, Thus, the more adult hoppers
in August and September, the more eggs there are to hatch in the following
year. The grasshoppers will begin hatching in late May and early June in
most areas, Ford said. They feed on rangeland vegetation, as well as wheat
and other crops.

In the Scriptures the grasshopper is presented to us as one of the most
dangerous insects. It is used as the symbol of terror and devastation. In Judg-
es 7:12, for example, we read that ““ the Midianites and the Amalekites and
and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for
multitude.” One man who witnessed such a devastation wrote, “It is difficult
to express the effect produced on us by the sight of the whole atmosphere
filled on all sides and to a great height by an innumerable quantity of these
insects, whose flight was slow and uniform, and whose noise resembled that
of rains the sky was darkened, and the light of the sun considerably weaken-
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ed. In a moment the terraces of the houses, the streets, and all the fields
were covered by these insects and in two days they had nearly devoured all
the leaves of the plants.” No wonder the German word for grasshopper is
“Heuschrecke” which literally meanss “hay terror”. The Lord Jesus reminds
us that in the last days there will be “famines, and pestilences” (Luke 21:
11). As we Christians observe the fulfilment of these signs we know that the
Day of our Lord’s Return draws ever closer. Therefore let us heed the
warning of the Lord Jesus to ‘“‘watch and pray” (Mark 13:38) !

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Archbishop of Munich, Germany, has af-
firmed his opposition to lifting the papal ban of excommunication of Pro-
testant Reformation leader Martin Luther. Responding to a question in an
interview here with the Lutheran journal Monatsheft, Cardinal Ratzinger
said he was ““in principle against such posthumous cleansings of history.
The Bavarian Catholic churchman said he was not certain that Luther him-
self would favor such a move, “since he found wide sections of Catholic dog-
ma to be unacceptable to him.” It should not be glossed over “that very es-
sential differences existed between Luther and the teachings of the Catholie
Church” the cardinal added. In 1971 the Vatican rejected a request by a
group of lay Roman Catholics and Protestants in West Germany to rescind
the excommunication of Martin Luther,” said Cardinal Jan Willebrands,
president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, “is not technically
possible, nor does it appear to be an appropriate means either forﬁexpress-“
ing effectively the changed Catholic view of Luther, or for promoting rap-
prochement between Lutherans and Catholics.” (Religious News Service).

We would wholeheartedly agree with Cardinal Ratsinger’s statement
“that very essential differences existed between Luther and the teachings of
the Catholic Church.” Of course, when the Cardinal uses the word “Catholic”
he refers to the ROMAN Catholic Church. For the teachings of Luther were
not a departure from the teachings of the true catholic (universal) church
but rather a return to those teachings as taught by Christ and the Apostles!
It was the ROMAN Catholic Church which had departed from the true Bib-
lical teachings and established itself as a sect in the Council of Trent (1545~
1563) in which the ROMAN Catholic Church rejected and condemned the
precious teachings of the Holy Gospel! For ezample, the Bible teaches sal-
vation by grace through faith alone read Rom. 8:28; 11:6; Gal. 2:16; Eph.
2:8, 9, while the ROMAN Church declares, “If anyone says that justifying
faith is nothing else than confidence in divine mercy, which remits sin for
Christ’s sake, or that it is this confidence alone that justifies us, let him be
accursed” Council of Trent. TO THIS DAY the teachings of the Roman
Church are the teachings of the Council of Trent!
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The Bible is the most revered book in the country. It is also little read.
That was the conclusion of “Christianity Today’” magazine on a poll it com-
missioned recently by the Gallup organization. According to the poll, not
only is the Bible little read, especially by non-Protestants, but most people
are ignorant of its most important teachings. Forty-five percent of the per-
sons polled could not name more than four of the 10 commandments. When
asked what Jesus said to Nicodemus in one of the most famous passages in
the Bible, only 17 percent of the Catholics and 80 percent of the Protestants
answered correctly—‘‘you must be born again.”

The lack of Bible reading is also evident among so-called Lutherans!
According to the data gathered by Merton Strommen, president of Search
Institute of Minneapolis, many Lutheran high-school students are becoming
less Lutheran. When asked, for example, to consider the statement: “If I say
I believe in God and do right, I will go to heaven,” 55 percent of today’s
Lutheran high-school students said they agreed or were not sure. In 1962 the
figure was 83 percent.

Every humble, faithful Bible student knows that “no man cometh unto
the Father, but by ME” John 14:6; that “by grace are ye saved through
faith ; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any
man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9).

We have the plain command of the Lord Jesus to “‘search the Scriptures”
(John 5:89). For therein we have the grace of God revealed unto us in Jesus
our dear Savior who suffered and died for all of our sins, “That whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Therefore, ‘“let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col. 3:16).

A former Episcopal minister, Chester Olszweski, in Eddystone, Pen-
nsylvania, turned Roman Catholic together with his congregation, claims that
he and other members of his church received inspired visions from the Holy
Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, that all should convert to the Roman Cath-
olic Church. On May 81, 1977, he discovered the sign of the cross etched
with the blood of Christ in the center of the unleavened communion host.
The miracle was ‘“a symbol that I now am the Vicar of Christ on earth and
the Guardian of his Sacrament.” That same year Olszewski was defrocked
for saying Mass in Latin and giving Communion on the tongue instead of in
the hand. He claims that Vatician 11 council corrupted the chair of St. Peter
in Rome, so “our Lord at that point transferred the leadership of the church
to someone else—mystically to me.” Olszewski also smashed to pieces a
statue of Christ which had reportedly bled from crucifixion wounds. He
said that he would bury the broken pieces on the parish grounds but kept
the unbroken head and hands as relics. The left hand, he said, symbolized
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the leadership of Ann Poore, a parishioner who received the bleeding wounds
of Christ on her body and so did the statue; the right hand and head stand
for Mr. Olszewski’s self-proclaimed title, the Vicar of Christ, Pope Peter II
of the Roman Catholic Church.

The appearance of the stigmata, the bleeding wounds of Christ, is noth-
ing new in the Roman Catholic Church. In 1926 for example, a Roman
Catholic woman by the name of Therese Neumann in Konnersreuth, Germ-
any, saw a vision of the Virgin Mary and then of Christ Himself. The stig-
mata appeared on Good Friday of that same year, first on the right hand
and then the left, the wounds remained open for two weeks. They were ac-
companied by the marks of the nails in the feet, an occasional bleeding
in the wounded side and, several times, by the mark of the thorns in There-
se’s head. Tears and blood usually streamed from her eyes just before the
final agony. There have been reports of others down through the years. What
shall we say about such things? The Lord Himself warns us through the pen
of the Apostle concerning the Roman papacy and its errors, “even him, whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved™
(2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10).

—M.L.N.

Augsbhurg Confession on Justification

Men cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or
works, but are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith. (Art. IV)

Augsburg Confession on the Church

To the true unity of the Church it is enough to agree concerning the
doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments. (Art. VII)

Augsburg Confession on Christ’'s Second Coming
At the Consummation of the World Christ will appear for judgment,
and will raise up all the dead; He will give to the godly and elect eternal

life and everlasting joys, but ungodly men and the devils He will condemn
to be tormented without end. (Art. XVII)

Conclusion of the Augsburg Confession

Nothing has been received on our part against Scripture...it is mani-
fest that we have taken must diligent care that no new and ungodly doctrine
should creep into our churches.
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