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Statem8nt of -(I 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Rook of Gon- 
cord of l.580, and the Briai Stat8m8nt of 
19sLz. 

To show, on the bade of S8tipture 
What true Christians are to b8liev8 and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles. for Scriptural devotion a P d 
meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Conoordia Lutheran Con- 
ferencle is not a sect or a falsa church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ao- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter io prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grauo, “perfectly 
joined together in the sam8 mind and in 
the same judgmen:.” 

To expose iti8 teaching ~JKI practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and 
to keep abreast of tRe current happsn- 
ings in the church ani mong the natiOIUB 
88 ijigns of the tim8s. 

TO b8 truthful and fa@tUaI in OCR re- 
porting and freely to correct any X&J= 
informatian of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our attem- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statem8nt of do&in8 or practice which 
may be unclear to mar readem or which 
may cr43at.e a wrong inqmsfdk. 

To set forth pertinent historical in- 
formation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philose 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose partio~larly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the vatious so- 
Called “Lutheran” church bodi8s by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is pfalnly recorded in then 
word Of God, in t&8 LUth8%?Ml cOilf8#J- 
sions, aad iu t?I8 Old orthodox Luth8run 
WfiW 
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A Message From The E&orial Staff 
This new year of grace, 1980, is a significant one for all Lutheran 

Christians, for it marks the 400th anniversary of the Book of Concord and 
the 450th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession. It is well for us to re- 
read, re-study, and re-evaluate our Christian Creeds and Lutheran Confes- 
sions, for they are a rich treasure of Scriptural truths and. a glorious heri- 
tage which by the grace of God have been preserved to us to the present day. 

At the suggestion of the Board of Directors at its meeting last June 
your Editorial Committee will throughout the coming year feature various 
articles which treat the history, personalities, and eontent of the Book of 
Concord as part of our observa.nce of the above-mentioned anniversaries. We 
trust that our readers will be edified by these articles and be m o v e d by 
-them to join us in praising God for all the blessings which have come to us 
Lutheran Christians through the work of Luther and the labors of other 
faithful confessors of the truth. 

The city of Tehran, the capital of Iran, has been the center of atten- 
tion for t.he past months. Why? On Nov. 4&h, of last year the American em- 
bassy was attacked by Iran’s Moslem revolutionaries who seized the U.S. 

complex and took 50 Americans hostage. What a traumatic experience for 
the American captives and their anxious families here in the States ! We pray 
that the Iranian leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, may yield to the pleas of the 
free nations throughout the world and order the release of the hostages ! 

We Christians know from the Word of God that there is a bondage far 
worse than any physical captivity. We were held captive by the worst of all 
tyrants-the devil, who had succeeded in leading our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, into sin. By nature we lay bound and shackled in sin. “By one man 
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sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon .ALL 
men, for “that ALL have sinned” (Rom. 5 : 12). We were not able to free our- 

selves from our captivity. For we “were dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 
2 : I ). The fact that we have been freed from our spiritual captivity is due to 
the boundless mercy of our dear heavenly Father in Christ ! It is GOD who 

has made us suitable “to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 
who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of His dear Son: in whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sin” . . . (Col. 1:12-l 4). 

When the Lord Jesus was in His hometown of Nazareth,“‘He went in- 
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there 
was delivered unto Him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He, had 

opened the book, He found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me. . . to preach DELIVER- 
ANCE TO THE CAPTIVES . . . and He closed the book.. . and He began 

to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your .ears” (Luke 
4:lGff.). And what it cost our dear Savior to free us is impressed upon our 
hearts particularly during this Lenten Season as special services are being 
held in our congregations in whiah we devoutly follow the Savior from the 
Garden of Gethsemane to the Cross on G&g&ha ! 

Surely, such joyous news that “Christ Jesus hath made me FREE from 
the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8 :2) cannot leave our. hearts cold and un- 
moved ! On the contrary, our h e a r t s should be overflowing wit.h j o y and 
gratitude for such undeserved love so that we who have been made free from 
sin, become the servants of righteousness (Rom. 6 :18). May the special Len- 

ten Services he1.d by our congregations serve to awaken within.the hearts of 
all of us in our Conference a greater willingness to serve Him who f il r s t 
loved us ! May we ask ourselves: What can I do to serve my dear Savior in 
the work of my local congregation and my Conference? 

Let none hear you idly saying, 
“There is nothing I can do,” 
While the souls of men are dying. 
And the Master calls for you. . . . : 

Take th.e !task He gives you $ad.$y, 
Let His work your pleasure be; 
Answer quickly when He calleth, 
“Here am I, send me, ‘send me!“. 

(Hymn 496) 

M. L. Natterer, president 
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Read Luke 13 :6-9. 

As long as I can remember, there was in the front of our yard, two ap- 
ple trees. Every year we enjoyed, from the one tree, the most delicious ap- 
ples But the other tree -well, we always hoped that next year it would do 
better. We always blamed its unfruitfulness to its youth and thought that as 
it grew things would improve. 

In the meantime, I left home and started a f a m i 1 y of my own. One 
year, when we came to visit my parents, the little apple tree was gone. After 
well over 15 years of patient waiting, my father had cut it down because it 

just wouldn’t produce. 

The Bible in many places compares the Christian’s life of faith to the 
production of fruit, as in the above mentioned selection from Luke. The Lord 
wants His people to be productive, to bear much fruit. It upsets Him to see 
one of His trees without any fruit. As the owner of the vineyard said to the 
caretaker, when he found that one of his fig trees had no fruit, “Cut it down; 

why cumbereth it the ground ?” 

We have now reached 1980, the beginning of another year and the be- 
ginning of another decade. This provides us with another stopping place to 
look back and see just how fruitful for the Lord we have been. In the past 
years of grace, when the Lord has showered down upon us His abundant 
blessings, both temporal and spiritual,‘have we been taking advantage of His 
goodness, reaping the benefits of His undeserved kindnesses without produo 
ing fruit for Him? 

Chances are that we are well aware of our failings. At least, if only se- 

cretely, we are dissatisfied with our most glaring faults. We are aware also 
that in many ways we have known of good things to do and have omitted 
them, ignored them, explained away our Christian duties and responsibili- 

ties. These are signs of unfruitfulness -they are as disappointing to the Lord 
as unfruitfulness is to us with our own fruit trees. 

It may sound negative, but it is consistent with the facts-if we have 
been unfruitful in the past year and decade, then chances are we will contin- 
ue to be unfruitful in the next. How else can we explain the luke-warmness 
that characterizes so many nominal Christian individuals, families and con- 
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gregations year after year ? How else can we explain that so many Chris- 
tians find more and more delight in the ways of the world and less and less 
love toward one another? How else can we explain that the world is today, 
in many cases, a salt to the church instead of the church being a salt to the 
world ? 

But this is the beginning of 1980, another year and another decade. The 
Lord knows our unfruitfulness better than we do and He knows what to do 
to lift us out of our spiritual rut. If we have been unfruitful in the past, we 
can be sure that the Lord, who sees and knows it, is working extra hard to 
help us become more fruitful. 

1980 is another year of GRACE which our Lord intends to apply to our 
lives to increase our productivity. The caretaker of the vineyard knew what 
he had to do to make the fig tree produce. He said, “Let it alone this year 
also, till I shall dig about it and dung it.” He intended to give that individ- 
ual tree special care and attention. 

The Lord, too, comes to us with His grace, His special loving care and 
attention, in His Word and Sacrament. That is the way He nourishes and 
fertilizes His spiritual trees. These means of grace He uses to make Chris- 
tians more fruitful. But God’s grace can be resisted and despised. Christians 
can give lip service to God’s Word and its great value when deep inside they 
think, “Why should I read and study that dusty, outdated old book?” They 
may think that they can keep in 1980 their same worldly .attitudes and man- 
ners and come to church and the Lord’s Supper for an occasional cleansing. 
But “shall we continue in sin that grace. may abound ? God forbid !” (Rom. 

6:l) 

We shouldn’t think that God’s judgment comes only to others, that He 
will cut down the other unfruitful trees and leave us standing year after 
year in the same unfruitful condition. It was to His own beloved people, His 
precious vineyard, that the Lord finally said, “I will lay it waste: it shall not 
be pruned, nor digged ; but there shall come up briars and thorns : I will also 

command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.” (Is. 6 :4-6) 

Let’s not disappoint our Lord by unfruitfulness in the next year. 1980 
is another year of GRACE. He wants us to be nourished by that grace daily 
so that daily we produce fruit for Him. He wants us to be in regular, con- 
stant communion with Him so that we are aware of His continual presence, 
intent upon doing His will always, grateful for His patience and forgiveness 
toward our weaknesses and sins. Happy for His abundant grace in the com- 
ing year we can resolve to bear fruit for Him with hearts that sing: “0 Lord 
Christ our Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us; Grant us now a glad New 

Year; Amen, Jesus, hear us.” 

-J.W.L. 



WHY HAVE CREEDS OR CONFESSIONS? 
The year of our Lord 1980 (and precisely June 25) marks the 450th 

anniversary of our Augsburg Confession and the 400th anniversary of the 
Boolc of Concord. The Book of Concord, or Concordia, (from which our Con- 
ference takes its name), comprises all the Christian creeds and Lutheran 
confessions which we often refer to as simply The Lutheran Confessions: 
First, the three ecumenical or general creeds of the ancient church4he 

Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian-, but then also the particular 
confessions by which the Lutherans have set forth.‘& true and saving doc- 
trines of Scripture and pointed out the contrary false teachings., The first of 
these particular confessions is the Augsburg Confession. 

Now it is sometimes asked: “Why should we have creeds and confes- 

sions ? There are certain sects (such as the “Brethren” and ihe “Disciples of 
Christ”) which oppose creeds and confessions, as .though. they are meant to 
be additions to the Bible as a foundation of faith. And the modernists in 
general cry out loudly, “Let’s have deeds n.ot creed+” That’ is indeed strange 
reasoning ! For every single person who believes something and tells you what 
he believes has a creed. A creed is simply a statement of what one believes. 
The word comes from the first word of the Apostles’ Creed in Latin: credo, 
which means “I believe.” Even the Atheist has a creed. He says: “I believe 

that there is no God.” 

Incidentally, in the ancient church, also another, word came to be used 
for a creed or confession, namely the word symbol, which means “something 
put together for the purpose of comparing” t r u t h with error. And so we 

may speak of the Book of Concord as either the “Lutheran Confessions’.’ or 
the “Lutheran Symbols.” 

But why have creeds, confessions, or symbols? Most certainly not to 
supplement or add to the Holy Scriptures, as though partly Scripture and 
partly the Confessions should be the foundation of our Christian faith. That 
would be contrary to Scripture itself, which forbids’ us .to add to or to de-. 
tract therefrom (Rev. 22 :18-19) and which makes Scripture itself the only 
foundation of the true faith (Eph. 2:19-22). 

With our fathers we subscribe to our creeds and confessions essentiaZZy 
because they confess or proclaim God’s true revelation and His gracious will 
to mankind in Christ Jesus,. which has been given to us in His Word, the 
Holy Scriptures; and, secondly, to refute false teachings and teachers which 
depart from His Word. (Compare Formula of Concord, Thorough Declara- 
tion, Concordia Triglot, pages 847-859.) 

This is in accord with Scripture itself. Note how, already in the Old 
Testament, the Psalmist writes : “I believed; therefore have I spoken.” (Ps. 



116 : 10) Note also the words of St. Paul in the New Testament: “We hav- 
ing the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and there- 
fore have I spoken; we a 1 so believe, and therefore speak.” (2 Cor. 4:13) 
Note further his words to the Romani: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 

the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” (Rom. 10 :9) Remember; too, the words 
of the Lord Jesus: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before rni Father, which is in heaven,” (Matt. 10 :32) 
and note also the parallel of this in Mark 8 :38, where He ‘includes with 
Himself His words or doctrine. 

And as to refuting religious error. by true confess&, we need only read 
over such passages of Scripture as: “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divis’ions and offences.contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned; and avoid them.” (Rom. 16 :17) “Holding fast the faithful 
word as he hath be& taught, that he may :be able by sound doctrine both to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” (Titus 19) Concerning also the ex- 
ample of John, the way-preparer for the Savior :‘ “And he confessed, and de- 
nied not; but confessed, I am ltot the Christ.‘,: (John .'I :20) No, neither the 
men of the Bible times, nor &r.Lo?d and Savior, nor the early church as such 
as history shows, no? our Lutheran fathers, nor we would have any part of 
the modern-day movement ,called ‘%cmenism,” which advocates, as the ba- 
sis of altar, pulpit, and prayer fellowship, the mere a&eement in the barest 

religious fundamentals, -and,which. disposes of practically all. else that Holy 
Scripture teaches with the slogan: “We agree to disagree.” 

We have, use, and love our cieeds and confessions because they correc& 
ly set forth the true and saving’doctrines of Scripture, ihe fotintai6head of 
all Truth, and at the same time refute and reject the contradictory, soul- 
destroying errors. 

-H.D.M. 

ATHANASIUS--Ck ampion. of Orthodoxy 
.” 

This year inarks the 400th Anliiversary of the Book of ‘Concord, that 
treasured conipilation of the great c o n f e s s i o n s (“sytibols”) df the tiue 
Christian f a i t h-confessions .which briefly but .powerfully’ outline the true 
teachings of Scripture in the face’ of false ‘doctrine. .Most of these confes- 

.’ 
sions grew. out of the great controversies during the Reformation, and- re- 
fleet the Scriptural position which from that titie on has b&en ‘known as tku- 
ly Lutheran. But there were also- three other very ancient confessions which 
the compilers of the Bodk of ‘Concord.wi$ely indluded; for they show unmis- 
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takably that what was to become known as Lutheran teaching and doctrine 
had already been universally Christian doctrine from earliest years. These 
three confessions are the three ecumenical (universal) creeds: the Apostles’ 
Creed, (L.H. p. 12), the Nicene Creed (L.H. p. 22), and the Athanasian 
Creed (L.H. p. 53). Of these three, the latter two share a common factor: 
Athanasius, Champion of Orthodoxy (true teaching). The one bears his 
name; the other came largely as a result of his staunch defense of the truth. 

Athanasius (born about A.D. 296; or 296) was a young deacon in the 
congregation at Alexandria, Egypt, then the cultural and religious capital of 
the Roman Empire. He lived at a time of great turmoil and controversy in 
the Christian church, controversy especially with regard to the doctrine of 
the Trinity. The reason for these controversies lay in the inability of human 
reason fully to understand and explain the mystery of the Trinity-how there 
could be three distinct persons in one divine Being and Essence. Sadly, 

many were not content to accept the Scriptural truth on faith. 

One of these who had a “more reasonable” explanation for God was an 
older and very popular pastor in Athanasius’ own city, named Arius. Picking 
up on an idea of Origen (185 to 254), Arius taught that Christ was not God 
from eternity nor in an of Himself, but was God’s first creation. Because 
Ariua was a very eloquent speaker and poet and was in a position where he 
“rubbed elbows” with elite society and politicians, his doctrine (called Ari- 
anism) spread extensively and threatened to split, if not completely take 
over, the Christian church of his day. 

Finally, in A.D. 325, a general council of churches was held in the town 

Nicea (in Asia Minor), so that the dispute might be settled. There is no ex- 
tant record of all that transpired, but comments by early writers-some of 
whom attended-give some information. Eusebius of Caesarea, who favored 
Arianism, proposed a statement of doctrine and faith taken from the Scrip- 
tures. It apparently looked good to most, even to those who taught and be- 
lieved the truth. But Athanasius detected a subtle flaw: while Scriptural, it 
was carefully worded so that the Arians could accept it without really de- 
nouncing their false position. Besides allowing the dangerous faith-destroy- 
ing doctrine of Arianism to stand with equal footing with the Word of God, 

this would have led to a settlement in name only, in a word, unionism (as 
did the Common Confession adopted in 1950 by the Missouri Synod). Lest 
this happen, Athanasius, by God’s grace and guidance, even though he was 
still quite young (about 29 or 30), and even though he was but a deacon a- 
mong so many bishops (some say 318), boldly spoke up for the truth. 

And the result of his defense ? The council saw his point. And they saw 
the problem with Arius’ teachings. They went on to condemn Arianism as 
unchristian, and adopted a new statement of doctrine and faith-a beauti- 



ful confession of truth which we know as the Nicene Creed. How wonder- 
fully this creed brings out the true deity of Christ: “God of God, Light of 
Ligh.t, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, by Whom aZZ things were made.” And so, through the work 
of God’s servant Athanasius, the truth, as ever, was again victorious. 

Sadly, the council of Nicea was not the last chapter in the battle against 
Arianism. Adept at, playing politics, Arius gained favor with the Emperor. 
Before he could go home to his Lord (in 373), Athanasius was forced into 
exile five times. After more years of controversy the church repledged its 
allegiance to the Nicene Creed in A.D. 381 (at which time the section on the 
Holy Ghost was included). Arianism tried for a few centuries to make a 
comeback, but gradually fell into the pages of history. It is, however, still 

present today in the teachings of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and in the beliefs 
of some individual Unitarians. 

Do we worship Athanasius; ’ Of course not. He was not God, but human; 

and like all humans he too made mistakes (as, for example, his tendency to- 
wards monasticism). But as the Lord has forgiven him for such, so also do 
we. We remember his name, and with it especially the true doctrine which he 
championed, as a precious heritage in the history of the church. So also we 
fittingly retain his name at the head of the third great. creed (written between 
450 and 600), a creed which, as did Athanasius, beautifully and powerfully 
confesses and proclaims the wondrous, mysteri~~an. and glorious d+sine of 
the Trinity. 

Sources : 

Sketches from the History of the Church by E. H age m a n (1918) ; 

30 Centuries of Christianity-A Concise History by Paul Hutchinson and 
Winfred Garrison (1959) ; A History of the Ch,ristian Church by Lars P. 
Qualben (rev. 1964) .; Encyclopaedia Britannica, 197 1 Edition. 

-R.D.S. 

Thy Word doth move the inmost heart, 

Thy Word doth perfect heaZth impart, 

Thy Word my soul with joy doth bless, 

Thy Word brings peace and blessedness. 



LENT-1980 
On February 20th we Christians cross the threshold of another Lenten 

season and begin t.o accomp’any our Lord in spirit on ‘His- sorrowful journey 
to the cross. For the sincere believer the days of Lent are rich in meaning 
and blessing and filled with reverence and meditation. It is a time of year 
that brings us especially close t.o our Savior, and we shall benefit by it only 
in the measure that we h u m b 1 y and penitently witness His suffering and 
death and understand the significance of His glorious work of redemption. 

When we hear the stirring words, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem !” 
(Luke 18 :3 1 ), we know that the Lententide is ‘at h a n d, Many will pass 
through this time of year like any other season because they ,do not regard 
Jesus as their personal Redeemer and at best consider .Him a great figure in 
world history. Some will seek to dem0nstrat.e their seeming piety by giving 
up certain foods and drink, as if this made their observance of Lent more : 
pleasing to God. Still others grope around for answers-to questions like these: 
Why should Jesus die if He was innocent? Why did He not destroy the dev- 
il and all evil in this world ? All these types of individuals are to be pitied, 
for they are blind to the truths .of Jesus’ life ,and:work. 

How shall we ponder the Passion story so as to benefit our souls and ., 
glorify our Savior ? We must realize anew that also OUR sins caused Jesus 
to suffer and die, even as Isaiah writes, “He was, wounded for OUR trans- . : 
gressions, He was bruised for OUR iniquities !” Is. 53 :5. We must also ap- 
preciate how perfectly the Lord fulfilled His Father’s will, moved by bound- 
less love for all sinners. The more we learn of that love, the more we will 
trea.sure what Christ has done for us, summed up in these words: “I lay down 

My life. . . I lay it down of Myself !” John 10:17-18. Our journey to Cal- 

vary should also move us to follow our Redeemer more faithfully. The.story 
of Lent teaches us diligently to walk in His ways and to glorify Him by word 
and deed. This means to renounce all evil, ‘to endure -sufferings patiently, 

and to heed the will of God. What greater motive could inspire us than the 
love of Jesus which led Him to make the supreme’,sacrifiee ! 

During the solemn season of Lent Jesus of Nazareth is passing by and I. 
asks each of us: “Can ye not watch with Ne one hour ?” .May ‘our eager and 

joyful response be: 

Grant that I in love and faith, 
May the image cherish 
Of Thy suff’ring, pain and death , 
That I may not perish? 

4.w.s. 
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Helpful Hints 
for Personal Christian Mission Work 

PART 8 

Make Church Visitors Feel Welco;me 

When someone comes to your church as a visitor, a lot is going 
through his mind as he sits in the pew. By th,e time the service is 
over and he is making his way to the parking lot, he will already be 
impressed by many things. He’ll have an impression of the pastor, 
the sermon, the .singing, the zeal of the worshippers, the differences 
o,r similarities of your church with what he is used to. Burt notZing 
will probably make a deeper or more lasting impression than the 
friendliness of the congregation. One of the most common complaints 
about a church is, “The members aren’t friendly to outsiders.” 

Some members may wish that they knew who the visitor is. Or, 
if they know, they may wonder just why he happened to come to 
church on that particular Sunday or why he is visiting at all. Mem- 
bers may want to know these things so they know better how to>act 
koward visitors. But such) an attitude is really based on an ulterior 
motive. The thinking seems to be, “If they are interestedin be-corn- 
ing members, I’ll be especially nice but if they are just passing 
through I don’t have to go out of my way to be friendly.” 

Of course, people visit a church for many different reasons. 
They may be from out of town and come along at the invitation of 
relatives or friends that belong. They may hlave just moved into the 
community and+ are shopping for a ch!urch. They may be searching 
for a new place of worship because they are dissatisfied with their 
former affiliation. Or they may just be curious. When a stranger 
appears in the pew on a Sunday morning, there is no way we can 
know specifically why he is there. And, really, it doe&n? matter. As 
members of the congregation we have the Christian obligation of 
love toward him. We have the responsibility to make him feel wel- 
come, no matter what his reason for coming may be, 

W&&her we realize it or not, our attitude in church toward vis- 
ritors matters very much. How we act when they visit our church 
service or any other church function, could make the difference be.. 
tween making a good impression of Christ’s people or a bad one, be- 



tween gaining them or losing them; it could make the difference be- 
tween developing a good reputation in the community or a negative 
one. In any ca.se, Christians h a v e to be concerned. They have no 
right to ignore the feelings of those outside their own fellowship. 
To the contrary, Paul admonishes us, “Walk in wisdom toward them 
that are without.” (Col. 4: 5) 

Here are several ways to help make visitors to your congrega- 
tion feel welcome-maybe you can think of some others; 

1) In general, treat visitors the way y o u would want to be 
treated by others in a strange place; 

2) 
3) 

4) 

5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 

Be polite and smile cordially ; 
Help them find their place in the hymnal if it appears that 
they are having trouble; 
Take the personal responsibility of making t h e m feel “at 
home” if you see them alone; 
Introduce yourself and a few other members, if possible; 
Learn their name and tuctfuSly inquire about’ them;’ 
Invite them to come again ; 
If they seem interested, encourage them to c o n t a c t your 
pastor. 

It should be emphasized that no church member should think 
that these things are up to the pastor and ushers only. If tile rest of 
the congregation senses, no obligation to make them feel welcome, 
visitors may still leave with a poor impression,:, in. spite of, the care 
of the pastor and ushers. So it is important for every church mem- 
ber to show an interest by simple acts of kindness and. 6ourtesy. ‘- . - -‘. 

On the other hand, members should be awAre of things to avoid, 
things that can surely drive visitors away. Among these we could 
list the following: 

I) Stare inquisitively at them as if to,say, “Why are you here?” 
2) Glare at them coldly when their children misbehave or the 

baby cries ; 
3) Ignore them altogether, as if they didn’t even exist; 
4) Pretend not to notice if they make a- move to be friendly ; 
5) Stay away from them and let the other members introduce 

themselves ; 

- Please turn to page I5 - 
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Repart On Our Siemincrry 
By the grace of God the faculty and students of our Seminary 

are nearing the end of their work of the first sem,ester. Final exam- 
inations will be given between February 4 and 9,. and a semester 
break will take place the following week. The second semester will 
begin, God willmg, on February 15th and conclu,de in early Jun’e. 
God has again richly blessed the labors of professors and students, 
granted them good health, and kept His protecting hand over them 
rin the discharge of their duties. For all thes:e g r ac i o u s blessings 
from our heavenly Father we are humbly grateful, anld with firm 
trust that He will also .guide and bless, us in the months ahead,, we 
take up our work for the second semester. 

It is of the utmost importance in this’ new year cZ grace that 
we have the great need of ministeria,l students in. our hearts. and 
minds and, that we,pray diligently that the Lord of ‘the harvest would 
send forth laborers. Won’t you make it your earnest resolve during 
1980 to do all you can to encourage young m.en to prepare for the 
workof the Christian ministry and also ,give generously that this 
vital training program. may continue to the glory of Gold and, the wel- 
fare of His kingdom? Prayers, encouragem.ent, and fina,.ncial sup- 
port are needed to assure that generations to come will always have 
the pure Word in their midst. 

At this time we again enlist the aid of our read,ers to supply 
certain books for our Seminary library and. Seminary cou.rses which 
are out of print or hard to find. If you can offer one or more books 
at a reasonable price;or if you wish to donate them, we wouId like 
to hea.r from you: 

Epistle Selections, Lenski 
Wisdom for Today (New Testament), G. Stoeckhardt. 
Companion to the Greek Testament, P. Schaff. 
Old Testament Mroduction, Archer. 
Introduction to the Symbolical Books of the Lutheran 

Church, J.L. Neve. 
The Age of the Earth, Rehwinkel. 
A Brief G%uide to the L,utheran Liturgy, T. Fierks. 
Studies in the Liturgy, F. Webber. 
The Augsburg Confession, M. Lay. 
Reformation Crossroads, H. Lentz. 
Lutheran Confessional Theology, C. H. Little. 

Please direct all communications concerning these b,ooks to our 



S,eminary at the address ‘on the back cover of this issue. Your help 
will be greatly appreciated. 

0. W. Schaefer, President 

A SHINING EXAMPLE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Recently, in connection with our annual installation of auxiliary officers, 

we experienced a special joy which we wish to share with our fellow Chris- 
tian readers of the Concordia Latheran. 

Upon the unanimous resolution of Peace Congregation, it was our privi- 
lege to present to HENRY J. BOCHMANN a formal, framed citation, recogniz- 
ing with praise to the Lord that he had faithfully served our congregation 
for forty consecutive years as Elder. Incidentally, he had also recently been 
re-elected for still another three-year term. 

Such special recognition is in accord with Scriptural precept and exam- 
ple. The Apostle Paul, for instance, mentions to the Corinthians the example 
of the Macedonians in their liberal giving. (2 Corinthians 8 :l-6) And the 
Lord Jesus Himself tells us: “Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify (not you of course but) YOUR FATHER 

WHICH IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matthew 6 :16) 
May this continuous faithfulnss of Henry J. Bochmann be a God-pleas- 

ing example to all of us in our Christian service, to the glory of God ! 

-H. David Mensing, pastor 



- Contitwed from page 13 - 

6) Force yourself on them by tact;less and obnoxiouslquestions. 

The sight of a visitor should make members of a congregation 
feel happy and uplifted; it should ma*ke their worship all the more 
vigorous and lively; it should move them to breathe a silent prayer 
as they worship that the Lord would bles,s the hearing 03 l3s Word 
i;and move the visitor’s heart ; it should fill them with/ the desire to 
makie that visitor feel wdcome in every way. Th$s too is another 
part of personal Christian mission work. 

-5W.L. 

“The Holy Scriptures alone remain the only judge, rule, and standard, 

according to which, as the only test-ston.e, all dogma shall and must be dis- 

cerned and judged, as to whether they are g o o d or e v i 1, right or wrong.” 

-Epitome, Formula of Concord 

. . . wtth editord comment 

One of the thorniest issues confronting many feminist women 
these days is how to raise their sons. “A lot of feminists are fudg- 
ing it on their male children,” said Robin Morgan, the feminist&+ 
Thor who is the mother of a son, Blake, age IO. Miss Morgan and 
her husband, Kenneth Pitchford, the poet, are among those femi- 
nists yho have tried to apply so-called “nonsexist child rea’ring” to 
their son since he was I l/2 years old, when they first began pointi 
ing out feminist issues to him and telling him bedtime stories about 
such heroic women a.s Sacajawea, Emmeline Parkhurst and E’iiza,= 
beth Cady Stanton. La t e r, the boy’s name, .Blake, was chosen be 
cause it is genderless. He played with m i x e d-gender toys that in, 
eluded doUs as well as blocks, watched only those television shows 
that his parents approved. He began calling his parents by their 
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first namesat their request. “We wanted him to think of us, as people 
rather than as roles,” Miss Morgan sa.id. Nonsexist child rearing, 
in w.hich children are raised free of sexual stereotypes that suppos- 
edly limit their development, is still quite new, with few acknowl- 
edged experts tot affirm or dispute its principles. 

The above article from Ith.e New York Ttimes indicates to what 
lengths s0rn.e will go whevn they no longer war& 50 ab i d e by plain 
Bib&& &u&s! First of all, a bOoy is a boy, and a gitii is a gill! God 
created them tha,t way! Any attempt, to raise a child with.out regard 
to sexma lgender is most deplorable. Serious ps.ychological problems 
can develop causing the child to become a ‘Tmisfit” in society. Chris- 
tian parents will carefully seek to bring up the?;r children according 
to the directives in Holy Scr5pture, properly prepartng thm for the 
God-pleasing and very fulfilling~koles of b&ag husbands and wives, 
fathers and moth8ersDr. L/uther correctly observes, “Each tie func- 
tioqas best as he ~JM been created.” 

Divorced remarried Catholics,, along with s o m e singles, are 
members of the Divorced Remarried Persons Movement recently 
formed, by 40 Catholics from the metropolitan New York area seek- 
in.g to change Catholic law on divorce and remarriage. “It is t& on- 
-1y such. .grdup in existence and it is. the first in the history of the 
Catholic Church,” s,ays Msgr. Stephen J. Kelleher, the group’s spir- 
itual aidvisor and a long time advocate of Catholic marriage reforms. 
But church law, Kelleher notes, continues to teach that a valid mar- 
riage between two baptized persons is indissoluble. Only marriages 
not con.summatedf or a marria:ge between .a, baptized and unbaptized 
person can be dissolved by the church. wen Catholics are divorced 
under civil law, the church. forbids remarria,ge u n 1 es s the prior 
marriage has been dissolved or ruled invalid-annuled-by a church 
court. Those who remarry without such sanctions are barred from 
receiving the sacraments,, such as the Eucharist. About half the 
country’s approximately 6 million divorced Catholics @ve remar- 
ried. Kelleher points to the g r o w i n g rate of annulments in this 
country-20,000 this year-and contends that it is absurd. to say a 
ma.rriage never existed years after it is dead, Such. ideas led to Kel- 
leher’s removal 11 years ago from the Archdiocese of New York’s 
marriage aourt and contirme to meet oppositton from the church 
hierarchy. 

Just t&k, the Hdy Rota Tribwml of the ivaticam possesses 
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such azcthorityithat they can break any maTriage con&act declaring 
5t to be null and void. The boast of the Roman 1zierawh.y that the 
Romun Church atone safe&ayds the sanctity of marriage by notal- 
low$mg divorce f 0’2” any reason is simply ridicuk~lus in vkw of their 
so-called “annulments.” White no one has a right toI eause marriage 
*to bs Ibroken, God has Me provision in His Word that wh.en OVZ@ 
spouse is guilty of fornication, then the inno.ce& partfy may procure 
a divorce (Matt. 5:3I. 32; 19:9).White adutt#ery is%hle onkj cause 
for o%v~o~rce in t,he, light of God’s Word, in I C0.r. 7:10, ;lI, the Alrpos- 
tle speaks o!f malicious desertion in which thqinnocent party may 
be said to suffer the disruptkn of the marriage b’ond. ONLY a d& 
vorce permitted in God’s W&-d is val;id! 

A 5%year-old Kenyan carpenter stunne.d mounta.ineering ex- 
perts by climbing 17,058-foot Mount Kenya barefooted. The moun- 
tain, 2nd highest in Africa, has 15 glaciers that lead up to the 14, 
OOO-foot level of the peak. Ephraim M’Ikiara, a former agricultur- 
al worker, cobbler and carpenter, climbed through ice and snow- 
drifts to rea,ch the peak to pray to 1 oc al Kikuyu gods. A rescue 
team was sent to “save” the climber, but he eluded them and slipped 
back to his home. M’Ikiara said he has climbed the m.ountadn three 
times, livins in caves on the mountain face during the night when 
temperatures dropped below zero. He expl.ained to journalists why 
hte climbed the peak. “I have been a long-time member of the local 
church and these journeys to the mountain are for God,” he said. 
“God enlighte~ned me but people split the church and imposed dis- 
crimination. People split up God s’o that today we do> not serve. one 
an.d the same God. I would like to help reunite all th/e peoples to 
make them pray to one God.” 

According to the HoZy Scriptures we kndw that ther;e is ONLY 
ONE drue God: Father&n, and Holy Ghost, three distinct Perstins 
in o#ne divine Being. This God declares, “I am the first, a&d I urn 
the last; and bessde Me there is no G0.d” (Is. &:6) ;+?hou shalt wyrr- 
sh<p the LoYrd thy God, and Him onty shalt thou serve: ,(J#at(t. 4: 
10). The sad fact that so :&any relig$ons,exist $n the world. today is 
due to MAN hiimself! Man in his st(ubborn v-de refuses to a&no&- 
edge and belietie the only true God of the Bible!‘Man spurns the; 
revelation wh$ch the r0,n 1 y true God bus g$wn USA&he Bible, and 
turns to his own wisdom or the w&dom of his fellow-hen for tmth 
and enlightenment. But: th.e eternal Word of Tr&h tells u,s,“‘~hj~ 5 
life eternal, that they migh$ know Thee ths only tie God, and Jes- 
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us Christ, whom Thou hast sent” (John 17:3) .“Neithea is there sal- 
vati,on in any o,ther; for thkre is non.e other name under heaven giv- 
en among men,, w h e r e b y we must be saved” (Acts .&Ii?). This 
should encourage us Christiar/Ls to be m o r e zealous in confessing 
and ‘serving the omty true God zv’ho so loved us in ChrPist our on 1 y 
Savior! 

Dr. Maurile H. Miller, chiez Audiology at New Y,ork’s Len- 
ox Hill Hospital, says the deafening sounds of rock music can cause 
irreversible hearing loss in American youths and that certain rock 
rhythms have an adverse effect on a person’s work performance 
and outlook on life. Dr. John Diamond, a prominent New York psy- 
chiatrist, studied more than 20,000 recordings of various types of 
music and recently discovered that rock music with a stopped, ana- 
pestic beat can be stressful and depressing. Dr. Diamond’ f o u n d 
students and workers plarticipating in the research performed their 
usual tasks in schools and factories 15 per cent better withoiut rock 
music. In other studies, audiologists are finding alarming increases 
in hearing impairment in the 18 to 30 a,ge group. Hearing loss from 
exposure to loud music occurs in two stages. The first called “tinni- 
tus,” is noticeable at night and ma.rked by failure to hear the tick- 
,ing of a watch. It soon spread.s to the speech range of sound until 
words like tip, fit, and sit are indistinguishable. Secondly, exces- 
sive noise will damage and eventually destroy the cochlear hair cells 
of the inner ear which transmit sound to the brain. Destruction of 
these cells can never be cured by surgery or medicine. “To lose your 
h,earing because of a. lifetime spent in a canning factory or drop 
forge plant is tragic enough, but to lose it from self-inflicted expo- 
sure to ear-splitting rock music is both tragic and stu$d,” .says Dr. 
Miller. 

The Lord bus given us our ears, first and foremost, to hear the 
joyful soundjof the precious Gospel message which?; assures us that 
“6-n Chr@t we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
,of sins, according to the “riches of His grace” (Eph. 19). “V&ly, 
verily, I say unto you,” declares the Lord Jesus, “he that heareth My 
word, and: be5ieveth on Him tha.t sent Me, bath everlasting Zfe, and 
shall inot come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life” (John 5.24). We Christians should thmefore hiighty value the 
abitity to hear the Word of God. This shou.td also.prompt, us to be oti 
our guupd lest wie destroy our hearing through OWT own’ fool$isheess; 
particularly, through tWat type of music which does not edify,! 

M.L.N. 
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