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WELCOME 
LEBANON, OREGON, known as the home of the ‘WorZd’s 

Largest Sliortcake” because of its annual Strawberry Festival held 
the early part of June, will be host to the Nineteenth Annual Con- 
vention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference on June 20th - 22nd. 

Lebanon is located about 83 miles south of Portland on High- 
way U. S. 20. It is a beautiful little city of some 6,500 inhabitants 
and has ample recreational facilities available. 

Our little congregation will do all that it can, by God’s grace, 
to provide comfortable lodging for pastors and delegates of our 
Conference. The noon and evening meals will be served by our 
ladies at the local Jaycee building located only a block from our 
church. 

NQW may our dear heavenly Father send His holy angels to 
watch over all those traveling to the Convention ‘and keep them 
from danger and harm! May all of the sessions throughout the en- 
tire convention serve to glorify Him who has loved us unto death, 
that all our work begun and ended in His name may serve to ex- 
tend His Kingdom! 

-Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pastor 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Lebanon, Oregon 
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Convention time is at hand. Very shortly pastors and lay dele- 
gates, together with visitors from near and far, will travel through 
very scenic areas of our country to the far west for the Nineteenth 
Annual Convention of our beloved Conference. It will be held at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon, June 20-22, 1969, with 
all sessions conducted in the attractive frame chapel at 6th and Tan- 
gent Street. 

As we regiew the past year, we are mindful of the many blessings 
which God has bestowed upon us, both as a Conference and as indi- 
vidual congregations. His mercies are new unto us every morning, and 
for these we humbly and gratefully praise His holy name. But we 
also confess our own failings and neglects in the past and penitently 
ask our heavenly Father, for Jesus’ sake, to pardon us and to fill us 
with new enthusiasm for the work of His kingdom. 

The convention sessions will, under God, give us new inspiration 
and guidance for the great task of proclaiming and spreading His 
Word of truth. Jesus reminds us, “If ye continue in My Word, then 
are ye My disciples indeed!” John 8:31. All of us need the blessing of 
the Holy Spirit through the Word for our God-given responsibilities. 

Furthermore, through sermons, the essay, and devotions we shall 
be guided and encouraged in the discussion of mutual problems and 
of the goals we hope to reach. Relying on Holy Writ alone, our de- 
cisions and resolutions will be to, the honor of our Savior and for the 
benefit of His Church. As He gives us grace, we will all “speak the 
same thing” and be “perfectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment.” 1 Car. 1: 10. 

Last, but by no means least, our convention will serve to 
strengthen the wonderful bond of Christian fellowship among us. 
Scattered as we are from the Pacific coast to the shores of Lake Michi- 
gan and living in a world filled with strife, unrest, and religious tur- 
moil, it will be truly refreshing to meet with one another, to bear mu- 
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tual burdens and share mutual joys, and to thank God for the gift of 
unity and peace in our midst - a gift of His grace to us poor sinners. 
It is indeed edifying to worship, commune, and work with those whose 
beliefs are Bible-centered, whose plans and purposes are Christ-cen- 
tered, and whose one aim is “to walk in the old paths.” Jer. 6: 16. 

Our convention, then, is a wholesome and blessed experience, and 
how we wish every member of our Conference could attend! May the 
Lord of the Church bless our forthcoming convention, our Conference, 
its officers, its committees, its pastors and their congregations as we 
together lift high the banner of God’s truth and march onward toward 
our heavenly goal! 

Your servant in the Lord, 
0. W. Schaefer 

IIjuther on the Trinity 
On June 1st the Christian Church observed the festival of the 

Trinity. On this important doctrine Martin Luther had much to say. 
In one of his sermons he wrote the following: “It will never do to at- 
tempt to explain and comprehend this article of our faith with our 
reason, for we cannot understand how three can be one. We simply 
take the Word as it is.” 

“How this can be, I cannot explain to you; it is a mystery beyond 
the comprehension of angels and every creature. We must be satisfied 
with what the Scriptures reveal unto us in this matter, and this rev- 
elation we must accept in faith, if we wish to be saved. The full un- 
derstanding of this mystery pertains not to this life, but will take 
place in heaven, In the meanwhile we must be patient and accept in 
childlike faith what the Word of God teaches concerning this article. 
God grant that we may all remain firm in this doctrine and faith unto 
the end of our life. Amen.” 

Thrice holy! Father, Spirit, Son, 
Mysterious Godhead, Three in One, 
Before Thy throne w,e sinners bend; 
Grace, pardon, life, to us extend! (L. H. 242 :4) 

- 0. w. s. 

30 



There are many passages in Scripture which speak of the whole- 
some iniiuence which Christians are to exert in this life. Thus the 
Lord says to His followers: “Ye are the salt of the earth . . . ye are 
the light of the world.” Matt. 5: 13-14. The believers’ walk of life is to 
be influential in serving the best interests of God’s kingdom. 

The apostle Paul. also pointed out this fact in his second letter to 
the Corinthians, in which he defended himself against false accusa- 
tions brought by those who despised his ministry. He stated that God 
Himself put His stamp of approval on his labors, and, in addition, 
those who accepted the truth he preached were a testimonial, or his 
l.iving credentials. He said, “Ye are our epistle . . . known and read of 
all men . . . written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the liv+ng 
God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart!” 2 Cor. 
3 : 2-3. What better letters of recommendation could Paul have for the 
truth of his preaching than those who heard his message and believed 
in Christ as their Savior? 

When Peter and John were arrested for their faith in the Lord, 
the Jews were impressed by their message and conduct during their 
trial. In Acts 4: 13 we read: “They took knowledge of them that they 
had been with Jesus !” Their words and actions testified to their close 
association with the Savior. 

How is it with you? Can others observe that you are closely asso- 
ciated with the Lord? People outside of the Church are quick to take 
note of all they see in the lives of professed Christians. If believers 
want to make the testimony of their lips effective, they must support 
it with the testimony of their lives. It will not be easy for the child of 
the world to withstand the influence of a sincere, Christ-like life. 

Are you a living epistle and a good letter of recommendation? 
As others hear what you say and observe your daily life, can they 
state: “They have been with the Lord?” Do you glorify God in your 
home, at work, and at play through your words and deeds? The Chris- 
tian life is not a one-day-a-week thing, but a daily process and a con- 
tinuing experience. It is to stand up before friend and foe alike and is 
to be the same whether approved or despised. For the believer daily 
companionship with Jesus means a faith that clings to Him at all 
times and is graciously rewarded with everlasting life. For those who 
observe believers it means an influence that can lead them to salva- 
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tion and heaven itself. 

May every true follower of Christ pray daily: 0 God, keep me 
from being a stumbling-block to others, but help me so to live that 
they will see my Savior in me! 

- 0. w. s. 

On The 
Problem of Maintaining The Church and Its Ministry 

(Conclusion) 

(Plus quotations from Walther, Laache, and Pieper) 

Luther says the following concerning the office of a pastor: ‘“The 
office of preaching the Gospel is the highest of all, for it is the true 
apostolic office which lays the foundation for all other offices, which 
should be built on it, such as the offices of the teachers, the prophets, 
the administrators, those who have the gifts of tongues and healings; 
as St. Paul enumerates them, 1 Cor. 12.8f.” 

Again he writes: “God must be especially pleased when we are 
glad to help supply and provide the churches well with ministers; for, 
in the first place, this work furthers the glory of God and exalts His 
name. In the second place, people are thereby helped to be rid of the 
tyranny of the devil and to be saved. But how could we invest our 
money better and do more good with it? Therefore they must be 
wretched and blind people to whom God has granted riches but who 
nonetheless do not assist the Christian work of educating intelligent 
young boys.” (What Luther Says, p. 948.) 

For that reason he advises at another place that “parents ought 
to t.alk to their gifted sons about becoming pastors in the Church. The 
gifts of God planted in young children become evident very soon. 
Parents who notice that their sons have unusual ability and a win- 
some character, coupled of co.urse with a living faith in their Savior, 
are urged to talk t.o their children about making work in God’s king- 
dom their life’s work.” 

Luther says to parents: “My dear fellow, if you have a child fit 
for instruction, you are not free to bring him up as you please, nor is 
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the way you deal with him simply a matter of your choice; but you 
must remember that you owe it to God to further both of His king- 
doms and to serve Him in them. God needs a pastor, a preacher, a 
teacher, in His spiritual kingdom; you can supply Him with one, but 
you fail to do so. Note that thereby you are not robbing a coat from a 
poor man but many thousands o.f souls from the kingdom of God and, 
so far as you are concerned, are sending them to hell; for you are de- 
priving the Kingdom of the person who would be fit to help these 
souls. On the other hand, if you bring up your child in such a way 
that he is able to become a keeper of souls, you are indeed doing 
something greater; you are giving a savior and a servant of God who 
is a’ble to help many thousands of souls get to heaven.” (WLS p. 949.) 

Luther says: “It is a very great grace when the pulpit is supplied 
with persons who preach the Word aright and purely. But besides 
these there must be people who defend the doctrine and oppose here- 
tics, so that the doctrine is not adulterated by them. For this purpose 
schools must be maintained; from them come the people who can con- 
tend for doctrine. If, then, a man helps this cause and gives, so that 
we have such persons as are able to teach aright, comfort the down- 
cast at the command of Christ, and resist the wolves, and if he also 
supplies them plentifully with the daily needs of living, he should not 
consider this merely a paying of bills but should look upon it as a 
praise and thank-offering due God. In addition to this, he should also 
pray in all earnestness, as Christ bids us do, that he would send la- 
borers into his harvest.” (WE3 p. 948.) 

Let us also hear what Dr. C. F. W. Walther, the founder of the 
old orthodox Missouri Synod, had to say on this subject. From his 
lectures as they are found in the volume, Law and Gospel, p. 285: “As 
far as the teachers of the Word of God are concerned, they are, of all 
men, most despised and even hated by the world. Nevertheless their 
estate and office is the most glorious of all, for the following reasons:- 

1. The work of their office centers about man’s spiritual welfare, 
his immortal soul. 

2. They employ the most salutary means and instrument in their 
work, namely, the Word of the living God. 

3. They aim at the most salutary and glorious end, namely, to 
make man truly happy in the present life and to lead him to the I.& 
of eternal bliss. 

4. They are most wholesomely engaged in an occupation which 
entirely satisfies their spirits and advances their own selves in the way 
of salvation. 
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5. Their labor yields the most precious result, namely, the salva- 
tion of man. 

6. Their labors have the most glorious promise of the cooperation 
of the Lord, so that they are never entirely futile and in vain. 

7. Their labors have the promise of a gracious reward, which con- 
sists in a glory in the world to come that is unutterably great, excced- 
ing abundantly abuve all they ever could have asked and prayed for 
in this life. 

“If men would stop to consider these points, they would come 
crowding into the sacred office of the ministry and that of teachers of 
religion as they are crowding into great state ofices, which yield them 
honor and high wages. Parents would deem it the high& honor 
and ,highest grace of God if they could have their sons trained for this 
sacred office. Young theologians would feel constrained every day to go 
clown on their knees and praise and magnify God’s holy name for hav- 
ing done such great things for them, predestinating them from eter- 
nity to this exalted and sacred office. Yea, I am forced to say that, if 
the holy angels, who have been confirmed in eternal bliss, were capable 
of envy, they would, even in their state of celestial glory, unquestion- 
ably envy every teacher of the Gospel. For all that is recorded con- 
cerning them in Holy Scripture does not equal the greatness of the 
office of teachers and preachers, in which men become helpers in the 
task of bringing fallen creatures back to their Creator. Without doubt 
these rescued people will forever and ever thank those by whose minis- 
try they were saved from perdition and brought into life everlasting.” 

How shall a young man know for sure that he is destined for the 
blessed work of the ministry by the Lord? “The answer is not diEcult, 
but the self-examination is. If you can say with Peter, ‘Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee,’ if you have an 
imperative desire that you might serve the Lord in the office of the 
ministry; and if the circumstances of your life also point in the same 
direction, you may conclude that the Lord says to you: ‘Feed my 
sheep.’ Then, if you follow the call, you have entered in by the door.” 
(Laache, Book of Family Prayer, p. 310, devotion based on John 
10 : l-10.) 

Speaking to his assembled students at the Seminary, Dr. Wal- 
ther declared: “If God has tried to lead you to this resolve at an early 
time, but you refused to follow Him and stifled the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in you hearts, all those blessed moments of prompting from 
God will bear testimony against you at His throne. Cn the other hand, 
you are blessed men if you have carried out your resolution. You will 
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never complain about the heartache and anguish and distress through 
which you had to pass, You will rather be full of joy on the day when 
the Lord will place His hand, with the nail-prints, on you and put the 
crown of glory on your head.” (Law and Gospel, pp. 77-78.) 

From the entire above presentation, including the three previous 
instaliments, we have heard that the public ministry must be main- 
tained in the Church because it is a divine ordinance, and we have 
heard how our fathers took to heart this blessed truth. At the same 
time we must not fall into the error of making a means of grace of the 
public ministry and place it on the same level of importance with the 
Word and the Holy Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, as 
though it is absolutely necessary for salvation to every man, so that 
without the service of an ordained pastor a man can neither come to 
faith nor obtain absolution for his sins. On the other hand, as Dr. F. 
Pieper in his Christian Dogmatics points out, Vol. III, P. 4,50: ““The 
truth that the public ministry is not absolutely necessary dare not be 
made an excuse for despising this office.” He then lists three points 
when the office of the ministry is despised: “ (I) when Christians are 
remiss in hearing the public preaching of God’s Word on the ground 
that they can read the same Word ‘at home’; (2) when the incum- 
bents of the office are slack in doing their duty and offer the excuse 
that the flock committed to their care can and should provide its own 
spiritual food, since Christians are spiritual priests; (3) when Chris- 
tians are slow to erect and maintain schools for the training of men 
for public service in the Church.” 

In conclusion, in the fear of God, and earnestly beseeching Him 
for Jesus’ sake to help us (Ma-M. 9:37-‘38; John l&23; 1 John 5:14), 
let US all do what we can, under the Lord, for the establishment and 
maintenance of the Christian schools which are necessary for the 
training of ministers! Let us who are Christian parents, for the sake of 
Christ and the salvation of precious souls, where possible, consecrate 
our gifted sons for the work of the ministry! And may you who are 
gifted sons and desire the holy office heed the call of our Savior 
through the prophet Isaiah, 6: 8 : “Also I heard the voice of the Lord; 
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for US?” May you answer 
wit11 a humble and joyous heart: ‘(Here am I; send me!” 

- E. 2. &%. 
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Taegliche Hausandacht, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by E. L. M. 

‘There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: and there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate full of sores, and 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 
tables: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to 
pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; and in hell he 
lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But 
Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, 
and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you 
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send 
him to my father’s hous,e: for I have five brethren; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they come into this place of torment. Abraham saith 
unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead.” Luke 16:19-31. 

* * * 

After the rich man during his life had lived secure and carefree, 
faring sumptuously every day, and had thought that God must surely 
be his friend because he had enjoyed such good fortune; now when he 
finally also had to die and had to leave all his earthly glory, he realized 
that he had been frightfully deceived. With terrified heart he saw 
that God was his enemy and he had become God’s enemy. Instead of 
being taken into heaven, as he hoped, he saw himself cast away into 
hell. He who was once so wealthy, was now eternally poor; he who once 
clothed himself only in purp1.e and fine linen, was now naked and bare, 
enclosed in a fiery dress of hellish flames; he who once caroused in 
all the pleasures of the world, now longed in vain for even a drop of 
water in order to cool his glowing, parched tongue. As now this relief 
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was also refused, he thinks about his five brothers, who, as formdy 
he, were still living on earth without a care for the salvation of their 
souls. He fears an increase of his pain if these too would come to him 
at that place of pain. He therefore asks Abraham to send Lazarus to 
them from heaven in order that he, as an eye witness, might describe 
to them the pain of damnation which he was suffering, that they might 
thereby be moved to repent while still living here on earth. But what 
does Abraham say ? “They have Moses and the prophets; let them 
hear them.” The wretch then recalls that even though he also had the 
Word of God, he nevertheless did not repent. Therefore he says: “Nay, 
father Abrahams but if one went unto them from the dead, they will 
repent.” And what does Abraham answer to that? He holds to his 
original statement and adds yet: “If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead.” In other words, Abraham explains: whom God’s Word does 
not save, him nothing in heaven and on earth can save. 

And so it is. Many today yet indeed also think as the rich man in 
hell thought. They think that the mere Word of God is not a sufficient 
means to convert the people and thus save them. They think that 
there are many fine people who are not convinced that the Bible is 
God’s Word; who find much in it which is offensive to them. They 
wou.ld like to believe if they were only able to believe, but since they 
know that reason is also an excellent gift of God, therefore they can- 
not believe what appears to their reason to be incomprehensible and 
contradictory. If God therefore wants all men to be converted to 
Christ, and all men saved in this manner, then God’s Word is not 
enough, they reason; still entirely different means are necessary there- 
to. If, for example, for each person who is to be brought to faith, a 
great completely undeniable miracle would be performed, or if the 
dead would arise from their graves and tell them what the fate of the 
believers and the unbelievers is, or if a host of angels clothed with 
heavenly glory would come into the world and would openly proclaim 
the eternal purpose of God concerning the people, or finally, and that, 
they say, would be the best of all, if God Himself would visibly appear 
before the people and in divine majesty Himself would tell each per- 
son what He requires of him if he would be saved-then, they say, 
all doubters and unbelievers would most certainly quickly come to 
faith, all enemies of Christianity would become its best friends, all 
the ungod1.y would repent. 

But these are .a11 completely wrong thoughts of man’s perverse 
heart. When Israel at one time was in great, painful uncertainty re- 
garding the future, the prophet cried out to the people: “When they 
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shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and 
unto wizards that peep and mutter: should not a people seek unto 
their God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them.‘, Is. 8: 19-20. It is and therefore remains eternally 
true what Abraham in our text also told the rich’man in hell, who had 
similar thoughts : “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.,, 

Lo,rd, 1 trust ever, Thou never 
Wilt let those be forsaken, 
Wh,o as Thy faithful servants true 
Thy Word by faith have taken; 
Give them in full eternal life, 
And grant that they not perish. 
0 Lord, through Thee, please grant to me: 
The blessed death I cherish. Amen. 

PRAYER OF YOUNG PEOPLE FOR A GODLY MATE 

0 Thou almighty, eternal God, Creator, Preserver and Multiplier 
of the entire human race, Thou who didst institute the holy estate of 
matrimony in Paradise, and didst honor it through Thy bel.oved Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, at Cana in Galilee with His first miracle, 
having also created me for that purpose and permitted me to reach a 
marriageable age: I earnestly beseech Thee to give me a good, Chris- 
tian, God-fearing mate, whom 1 may truly love, and with whom I may 
live peaceably and harmoniously in true godliness and Christian up- 
rightness here on earth, and honorably support myself to Thy glory 
and serve as a good example to others, being useful to ourselves and 
to all others for the benefit and welfare of body and soul. Thou know- 
est the hearts, the attitude, and character of all people: from Thee 
corn&h a good spouse, for such is a gift of the Most High: therefore 
I cry to Thee for such a one, and I earnestly pray, dear Lord God, 
that Thou wouldest with Thy Holy Spirit enlighten my heart and that 
of my parents that we may be able to make the right choice, have 
success in this undertaking, and confidently commit the matter into 
Thy fatherly care for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Translated from Gebets-Schatz 
by E. L. Mehlberg 
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TEXT: John 2: 7 - 7 7 

(Translated by Donald E. Heck - Presented by E. L. Mehlberg) 

An unbeliever considers marriage either a burdensome limitation 
to his roaming unclean lusts, or at best he views it as do the honor- 
able heathen as a beneficial human institution. He sees in marriage 
nothing holy, nothing divine; he considers it a subject for jokes, and 
it elicits from him at least a smile if one speaks of holy matrimony. 

But the Word of God discloses that man did not institute mar- 
riage; it is not dependent upon the laws of the different states, is not 
a human invention nor a mere traditional arbitrary custom. No, from 
God’s Word we see that as soon as the all-wise God had created 
heaven and earth and the first human beings, he also ordained that 
the human race is to be propagated by one man and one woman in 
an indissoluble union until their death. 

According to God’s clear Word the Lord instituted marriage. 
The most high Lawgiver says, “Thou shalt not commit adultery;” 
and, “What God hath joined together let not man put asunder.” Mt. 
19:6. And so it is that before God all fleshly union of the unmarried 
of the opposite sexes is adultery. God has threatened to punish this 
sin as well as the breaking of the marriage bond with nothing less 
than eternal damnation. We read in the let&r to the Hebrews, 
“Who.remongers and adulterers God wilt judge.” Heb. 13:4; in St. 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, “For this ye know that no whore- 
monger, nor unclean person . . . hath any inheritance in the kingdom 
of Christ and of God.‘, Eph. 525. Oh, what a holy inviolable ordi- 
nance marriage is! 

That it is a divine institution, God has also revealed by having 
preserved marriage in all the world until this hour. How many useful 
ordinances have been made; however, in time they have fallen and 
other laws have taken their place. But marriage has lasted until this 
hour for almost 6,000 years among all the nations of the earth. Many 
wicked people who have striven to live after their lusts have often 
used their power, cunning, and art of persuasion to dissolve the laws 
of marriage; there have even been lawgivers among the heathen who 
strove to make a bestial living together lawful. But these states 
have either soon fallen of themselves, or those who were misled saw 
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Su& great ruin coming upon them that even the most barbarous 
heathen have always returned again to marriage. AS there has been 
no nation under the sun in which one can not find traces of a faith in 
God, so there is no people so uncivilized among whom one does not 
find traces of the knowledge of the dignity of marriage, &spit all 
the abominations and filth in which they live. 

Tell me, my friends, since we see that all men have fallen SO 
deeply; since we see how they have kicked over the traces and have 
sought the unrestrained freedom of their lusts and desires, what 
power so manages the world, even darkest heathenism, that the law 
of marriage could not be completely abolished‘? Why has no human 
lawgiver in the long run ever yet succeeded in overriding the mar- 
riage law? Why has this law been preserved for all times among all 
nations, despite all the sound and fury of the unclean spirit and his 
apostles? Is anyone so blind as to call that blind chance? No, the 
most-high Author of this law must himself have most ably provided 
for its preservation. God has with indelible writing deeply engraved 
in souls and consciences the very law to keep marriage holy. Yes, 
marriages are consummated on earth, but they are made in heaven. 
Even in the marriage of the godless, God has his ruling hand; for the 
one, the spouse chosen without God becomes the scourge of God; for 
the other, a tool driving him to God. Solomon therefore says, “A 
prudent wife is from the Lord.” Prov. 19: 14. 

God reveals that marriage is his institution, because he in a 
faithful and fatherly way provides for its needs. What Christ accord- 
ing te our Gospel did for the wedding at Cana is an example of what 
God does for all marriages. When all they lacked was wine, hence 
not something necessary, only a means of comfort and cheer, the Lord 
could not see the bridal pair suffer embarrassment very long but 
quickly used this opportunity to reveal his glory by miraculously 
supplying what they lacked. 

That is what the Lord always does. Thousands and millions of 
even poorer couples enter the state of marriage with such empty 
hands that they often do not know where on the day after their 
wedding they will find bread and fuel; but do they not all find what 
they need? Yes, do not the children of the poorest day-laborer often 
bloom like roses considering their frugal and coarse food, while the 
only child of a rich glutton fades away sickly and pale in spite of 
nourishing and elegant fare? Must not parents who have reared many 
children to adulthood confess that according to the proverb, the chil- 
dren did not sit with them but they with the children? and with 
David add, <‘As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are chil- 
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dren of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of 
them”? Ps. 127:4.5. Is not this faithful concern for the needs of the 
household a way by which God honors marriage as his institution? 

But God does still more. As Christ went to the marriage of Cana 
to reveal his glory through a miracle, so he to this very day reveals 
himself through marriage to all who do not wilfully close their eyes. 
Without mentioning that God has appointed the parents as the nat- 
ural teachers and providers for their children and has arranged to 
erect a family altar in every house; without mentioning that often 
the husband has led the wife, or the wife the husband or the children 
the parents to Christ, where would I find the time, if I wanted to 
show you, what a wonderful school of manifold experiences of faith, 
love, humility, patience, gentleness, and all Christian virtues marriage 
with its weal and woe is for all who do not stubbornly resist God? 
Far be it that marriage, as the anti-Christian Papacy teaches, is a 
hindrance to the service of God and godliness. No,, it has with its 
joys and sorrows become for thousands a way on which they pros- 
pered in the knowledge of Christ or were kept and advanced in it, a 
source of temporal and eternal blessings. 

See, this is the fourfold honor with which God has honored and 
still honors the estate of matrimony; he himself has instituted it; he 
has preserved it; and finally, he makes it a school of faith and love. 

(to be continued) 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

NOMINATIONS for SEMINARY PRESIDENT - PROFESSOR 

and for ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 

The following men were nominated by congregations of our Conference 

for President - Professor of our Seminary: The Rev. E. L. Mehlberg of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, and the Rev. 0. W. Schaefer of Wilmot, South Dakota, 
The Rev. H. David Mensing of Tinley Park, Illinois, was nominated for the 

office of Associate Professor. 

Submitted by- 

P. R. Bloedel, Chairman 

Committee on Theol. Education 
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Confusion concerning the qualifications and duties of a Chris- 
tian pastor exists within the minds of many people. Some will 
judge a pastor according to the standards which they have set up 
themselves, for example, a magnetic personality, active in social 
affairs, a gifted speaker, etc. Some will judge according to his 
appearance and looks. 

The question of paramount importance is: WHAT DOES THE 
WORD OF GOD SAY ABOUT THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY ? 
In answer to this question, let us note the following six points: 

1. The Scriptures remind us that this office was instituted by 
God. (I Corinthians 4: 1; II Corinthians 5: 1820 ; Ephesians 
4:ll; Acts 20 :28 ; Hebrews 13: 17.) God has also explicit- 
ly directed every Christian congregation to establish the 
pastoral office in its midst. (Titus 1: 5.) 

2. God commands that only men be entrusted with this office, 
not women. “If cc MAN desire the office of a bishop. . . . . .” 
(I Timothy 3: 1) “Let your womert keep silence in the 
churches.. ? (I Corinthians 14: 34f.) While Galatians 3:28 
certainly gives to women an equal share with man in sal- 
vation, such passages as I Corinthians 14:34f and I Timo- 
thy 2:11,12 forbid women to teach publicly in the church. 

3. God lists the necessary qualifications of the Christian pastor 
in such passages as I Timothy 3: I-7 and Titus 1:6-9. The 
incumbents of the ministerial office are of equal rank. (Mat- 
thew 23: 8; I Peter 5: l-3.) The pastors addressed as “eZ- 
de&’ in Acts 20 :I7 are referred to -as bishops” or “over- 

seers” in Acts 20: 28. The pastor is not th “lord” it over the 
congregation (I Peter 5: 3), but rather to serve it. (II Cor- 
inthians 1: 24 ;4 ;5.) 

4. God commands the pastors to serve their respective congre- 
gations by preaching and teaching His Word faithfully. 
“Teach&g them to observe ALL things whatsoever 1 have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28: 20 ; Galatians 1: 8,9) ; 
“Preach the Word” (II Timothy 4: 2) ; and the members 
of the congregation are to judge his preaching and teach- 
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ing according to the Word of God. ( I John 4: I ; Matthew 7 : 
15 ; Acts 17 11.) 

5. God commands the pastor to take care of his own flock (Acts 
20:28) and forbids “sheepstejuZing” that is, urging people 
to leave another Christian congregation and to affiliate with 
his congregation. “But let none of you suffer as.. . . a busy- 
body in other men’s matters” (I Peter 4: 15) “. . . . lest I 
should build upon another man’s foundation” (Romans 
15:20), 

6. God wants the pastor to “preach the Gospel” (Mark 16: 15) 
and not to become involved in the many political questions 
of our day. “I determined not to know anything among you, 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (I Corinthians 2: 2). 
Compare also: II Corinthians 10:3-5. 

-M. L. N. 

Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 

Go ye therefore and teach (make disciples of) all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have, commanded you. 

And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

-Matthew 28: 18-20. 
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A NEW PARSONAGE at SEATTLE 
After many years of earnest prayer and patient seaxching of 

available property, the members of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of 
Seattle, Washington, have been able, by God’s grace, to purchase a 
home which will serve as their parsonage (pictured below) and 
which, God willing, will be an adequate dwelling for their present 
pastor and his family (as well as for many pastors yet to come. 

Besides a large study for the pastor the house has a master 
bedroom, living room, dining room, kitchen, kitchen nook and bath 
room on the main floor. On the second floor there are two bed- 
rooms and another complete bath. There is also a basement under 
the entire house and a separate double garage which is being re- 
modeled to be used by the Bloedel Print Shop and eventually as 
the home for the future publishing house of our Conference, the 
Lord willing. The new parsonage is situated on an 80 x 150 foot lot. 

On June first, the new parsonage was dedicated by a special 
prayerat the .close of the regular Sunday morning service. The 
congregation besought the Lord that He would bless all who dwell 
in this house with true faith and a godly life ; with zeal and faith- 
fulness in His service and that this home would be His constant 
dwelling place. May the Lord grant it for His love’s sake. 

-P. R. B. 

ST. LUK#S NEW PARSONAGE 
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GOD GAVE THE INCREASE 
II Corinthians 3:6. 

The consistent, faithful preaching and teaching of the Gospel 
is the only work on earth that has God’s absolute assurance of suc- 
cess. To this work the Lord has given His promise: “AS the ruin 
cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater; So shulZ My 
Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth; it shall not return un- 
to Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shaU 
prosper in the thing wheretq I sent it.” ISAIAH 55: 10-11. 

Sometimes, of course, the success of this work is not evident 
to the eyes of men. In many an instance we, the servants of the 

THE NINE CHILDREN - 
These children are the family of Mr.and Mrs.George 
Browning Sr., baptized on Palm Sunday. 
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Lord Jesus, may plant the Seed of God’s Word and very carefully 
water it without seeing any fruit of our labor. Then we should 
not become discouraged and grow weary in well doing but continue 
faithfully to sow the Seed’and to water it, remembering and trus- 
ting IIis promise that it is the Lord who gives the increase. Thus 
St. Paul wrote to the Gorinthians: “1 kave pk.&ed, Apollos wa- 
tered; but God gave the increase.” 

While, in some cases, we may not observe a%~ fruit from our 
faithful labors until we are in heaven, where we shall see “face. to, 
face” (I GOR. 13 :12), .sometimes, on the other hand, it pleases the 
Lord of the Church to rejoice the hearts of His servants by show- 
itig them tangible evidence thgt His Gospel is still “the power of 
God unto salvation ‘to evergone that believeth.” (ROMANS 1: 16.) 

THE SEVEN CHILDREN - 
Left to tight: Elaine Styx, Karen Martin, Kenneth 

Ludvigqon, Pastor Mensing, Jefhry Svx, George 
Brownincj Jr., Robert Martin Jr., Linda Johnson. 
(Jeffery and Robert were confirmed on June. 1) 



This is the joyful experience which He is presently giving to our 
congregation at Tinley Park, and we desire to share this with our 
faithful brethren and co-workers everywhere for o.ur mutual en- 
couragement. The pictures are self-explanatory, for they show nine 
children of one family who were baptized on Palm Sunday; eigh- 
teen adults receiving instruction for communicant membership, 

THE ADULTS - 
Left to right, front row: Howard tehmann, Mrs. Lehmann, 

Patsy Scholl, Kristie Staudacher, Carol Lehmann, Mrs. K. 

Johnson, Laura Johnson, George Thompson Sr., Mrs. Thomp- 
son, Frankie Browning, Mrs. Browning, George Browning Sr. 

Top row: Henry Logan, Richard Johnson, Scott Thompson, 
Pastor Mensing, Judy Ludvigson, Kenneth Ludvigson Sr., 

Mrs. Ludvigson. 

fourteen of whom were received as members on June first; and 
seven children in the confirmation class of two years duration, two 
of whom were also confirmed on the same Sundey. Two of the a- 
dults were also baptized, as a seal of their forgiveness and salva- 
tion. 

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us, Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen.” EPHESIANS 3:20-21. 

-H. D. M. 
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T/-f E CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
I2472 5eacon Avenue South 
Se&tie, Washington 98 I78 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE CHURCH DIRECTORY 

YEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place 

Tinley Park, Illinois 60477 
(South-Suburban Chicago) 

Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :15 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. H. David Mensing, Pastor 
Telephone : (Area 313) 532-4288 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
308 North Ackerman Street 

Coos Ray, Oregon 97421 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :45 A.M. 
Worship Service 1l:oO A.M. 

M. L. Natterer, V.zumney Pa&OF 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 

Lebanon, Oregon 97355 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 10 :00 A.M. 
Worship Service 11:OO A.M. 

Rev. M. L. Natterer, Pa&or 
Telephone: (Area 503) 258-2941 

CHRXST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

7331 West Ruby Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53218 

Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, Pastor 
Telephone : (Area 414) 463-7827 

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTH. CHURCH 

Box 424, Wilmot, So. Dak. 57279 
Sunday School, 11:60 A.M. 
Worship Service 11:06 A.M. 

Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, Pastor 
Telephone : (Area 605) 938-4343 

ST. LURE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
10715 - 51st Avenue South 

Seattle, Washington 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Pastor 
9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle. Washington 98118 

WELCOME 

TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

- $2.00 ia Year - 
Give a subscription as a gift to a relative or friend. 

Send your subscripthns or renewals to 

THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
12472 Beacon Avenue So, Seattle, Washington 98 178 


