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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
As decided at the October, 1943 

meeting, the Board of Directors of 
the Concordia Lutheran Conference 
will meet, God willing, on Tuesday & 
Wednesday, April 7 and 8, 1964, at 
Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Time of the first session: 
April 7 at IO:00 a.m. All those con- 
stitutionally required to attend should 
be present or present to the under- 

signed a legitimate excuse before- 

hand. Reporfs & recommendaiions of 
officers & committee chairmen should 
also be presented to him in ample 
time for study before the meeting 

Requests for accommodations should 
be made to the local pastor. 

-4-t. David Mensing, President 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 

‘the true Lutheran Church in fult accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is 
not a sect or o false church body but that 
the congregations which form it confess, teach, 
and practice the Word of God in its full truth 
and purity and use the Sacraments according 
to Chrisf’s insfitufion. AIf wfio do this are the 
true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who trufy share our Scrip 
tural position in doctrine and practice, and to 
urge the mutual public acknowledgment of 
such God-given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but thaf we 
are, by God’s grace, “per&-&y joined together 
in the some mind and in the some judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
und practice crf ths variovs so-c&d ?uth- 
eron” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the timer. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or proc- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which tnuy create a wrong impression. 



A Lenten Meditation 
"I AM NOT" A DISCIPLE! John 18:2X 

Some time after midnight on 
Thursday of the first Holy Week 
Jesus was led bound from Geth- 
semane to the palace of the high.- 
priest for a preliminary hearing. 
While John went into the palace 
proper, Peter remained outside 
in an open courtyard. Here the 
servants had built a fire, for the 
night air was cold and chilly. 
These men were enemies of the 
Lord, engaged in mocking laugh- 
ter and foul talk. Peter mingled 
with them and tried to be a dis- 
interested listener. Physically 
it was comfortable and warm 
there, but spiritually it was dan- 
gerous, for he was playing with 
fire for his soul. Here the words 
of Psalm 1 are recalled : “BleSsed 
is the man that ?,itn.lketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly nor 
standeth in the way of s&nerd' 

While Peter stood with the en- 
emies, a maid inquired whethex 
he were not a disciple of the 
Lord. His quick response was 
the disgraceful statement, “1~t 
not!” As the cock crew after 
this first denial, Peter moved a- 
bout uneasily. Then others a 
round the fire also asked about 
his discipleship, and Peter, gra- 
dually becoming wild- and uncon- 
trollable, denied it again with a 
blasphemous oath. When next 2 
relative of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off in Gethsema.nc 
recognized him, terror gripped 

his heart, and he began to curse 
and swear and deny most vehe- 
mently for the third time, “I am 
not!” At this point the cock crew 
for the second time, in fulfil- 
ment of the Lord’s warning, re- 
corded in L&e 22:3.& 

A.s we study this account, we 
ask: What caused Peter to deny 
his beloved Lord and Master? 
It was not ignorance, for he is 
the one who made the beautiful 
confession : ‘Thou urt the Christ, 
the Son of the living God!” Mt. 
16~16. It was not hatred, for he 
had been a close disciple of the 
Lord and even sought to defend 
Him in the garden with his own 
sword. What then caused his 
downfall? Peter’s heart was sin- 
ful and deceitful, as are all hu- 
man hearts. He forgot to watch 
and pray, preferred to follow Je- 
sus at a s,afe distance, joined the 
company of evil men, and suc- 
cumbed to fear and cowardice. 
By disclaiming discipleship he 
denied his own Christianity, and 
by resorting to oaths and curses, 
he was despising and rejecting 
the Word of God. 

Lest we boast of ourselves and 
express disappointment in Peter, 
may we a.11 remember that 02~ 
hearts are also sinful and deceit- 
ful! As we review our lives‘ and 
past experiences, did we ever 
find ourselves around the fires 
of the world and remained si- 

31 



lent? Although we know the love 
of God in Christ and have been 
blessed with many gifts, have we 
not often denied our Lord by 
our words, by our deeds, and by 
our silence? Do we always open- 
ly confess our religious beliefs, 
or do we prefer to be where it 
is warm and comfortable rather 
than stand alone -for Jesus? 
God forbid that we ever give in 
to fear and cowardice and play 
the role of a hypocrite and de- 
nier of our Savior! May He par- 

don us, for Jesus’ sake, for our 
past failings even as He looked 
on Peter with reproach, but also 
with grace and mercy, and re- 
stored him to faith! God grant 
that we may never lurk near 
those fires where our Lord is de- 
spised, but walk close to Him 
and rejoice in confessing Him 
before friend or foe so that some 
day He may confess us before 
His Father in heaven! (Re~~elu- 
tion 3:5.) 

-0. w. s. 

“He Is Risen” 
The resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus from the dead is an indis- 
putable fact. The Easter mes- 
sage is found not in the dreams 
and imaginations of men, but in 
God’s Word, the holy Scriptures. 
Concerning the Bible the Apostle 
Paul tells us: “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God” 
[2 TIM. 3: 16-j. The Word of the 
Lord is true; whatever He has 
spoken must come to pass. The 
resurrection of Christ was no ex- 
ception. If the resurrection of 
Christ were merely a legend or a 
fable as the modernists and neo- 
orthodox would have us believe, 
then it would not be found in 
God’s holy and infallible Word ! 
Thus, the fact that Christ’s re- 
surrection is written in God’s 
Word is already sufficient proof 
for us Christians. We know that 
the Bible was written by the in- 

spiration of God. This means 
that not only the thoughts but 
also the very words of Holy Writ 
are God’s Word. Thus, by inspir- 
ation the Apostle Paul tells us 
concerning the resurrection of 
Christ “that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures; 
and that He was buried, and that 
He yose again the third day ac- 
cording to the Scriptures: and 
that He wus seen of Cephus, then 
of the Twelve.- after that He was 
seen of above five hundred bre- 
thren at once; of whom the grea- 
ter part remain unto this pre- 
sen.t, but some are fallen asleep. 
After that, He was seen of 
James; then of ccl1 the Apostles. 
And last of all He was seen of 
m.e also, as of one born ou,t of 
due tivne” [I COR. 15 :3-81. And 
in his sermon before the Gen- 
tiles the Apostle Peter testifies 
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concerning Christ: “W&92 God 
raised up the third day” [ACTS 
10:40]. Our faith in the resur- 
rection of Christ is based upon 
the immovable foundation of 
God’s Holy Word, -the Word 
which will endure into all eter- 
nity [I PETERS:%]. 

While many seemingly do not 
deny the fact that Christ is ris- 
en, they do deny the glorious 
.meaning of His resurrection. For 
many individuals Easter is no- 
thing else than a time to display 
new clothes and to enjoy the se- 
cular festivities which have been 
instituted by the children of the 
world. Of course, in themselves, 
there is nothing ‘wrong with 
many of these things, but they 
definitely become wrong when 
they overshadow and crowd out 
the real reason for..our celebra- 
ting Easter, namely, the resur- 
rection of Christ from the dead. 
Again, how many there are who 
speak of Easter as the time when 
we should,renew our hope in our- 
selves and in one another. Vague 
language and flowery terms are 
pawned off as an Easter messege 
from many so-called Christian 
pulpits. But the Easter message 
.of the angel of the Lord is clear, 
plain ,;lnd understandable, “‘Fear 
not ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified. He 
is not here: for He is risen, as 
He skd. Come, see the place 
where the .Lord lazy,” [MATT. 28 : 
$61. The resurrection of Christ 
.has a most glorious meaning and 
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therefore we rejoice and take 
comfort in this truth. For if Je- 
sus had not risen, then we would 
be miserable indeed. Paul, the 
Apostle, declares: “If Christ b’e 
not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vtiin. 
rea, and we ,are found false wit- 
nesses of God; because tie hxzve 
testified. of God that He raked 
up Christ: whom He’ raised .not 
up, if so be that the dead rise 
not. For if the dead rise not, then 
is n.o t Christ r a is e d : and if 
Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain; ye iwe yet in your sins,” 
[I COR. 15 :14-171. 

The meaning of Eastel” is 
brought out-by the angel, saying, 
“FEAR NOT ye; etc.” When Christ 
was born in Bethlehem the angel 
of the Lord announced to the 
shepherds, “FEAR NOT: for3 lw- 
hold, I bring you gqed tidings of 
great joy; etc," [LK. 2:10]. So 
also here at the resurrection of 
Christ, there should be ‘no flay 
in our hearts, for sifi cannot con- 
demn us, because God the Father 
has accepted the sacrifice of His 
beloved Son for the sins of the 
world. Remember that Christ 
came into this w or 1 d placing 
Himself under the Law and ful- 
filling it, suffering and dying up- 
on the cross for our sakes. ‘We 
read in ROMANS 4: 25: ‘“Christ 
WQS d.elivered for OUR off emes, 
and was raised again for OUR 
jus ti fica t&m.” Christ offered up 
Himself as the sinner’s Substi- 
tute and God the Father showed 



that the sacrifice of His Son was 
sufficient to appease His justice 
and righteousness by raising Je- 
sus from the dead. We need not 
and should not be filled with 
alarm and fear because of our 
sins -the risen Savior in whom 
we believe ha.s washed us clean 
from all sins and cast them into 
the very depths of the sea. The 
heavenly Father is now our gra- 
cious and loving Father because 
of Christ His Son and our Re- 
deemer ! 

Christ’s resurrection also 
means life, everlasting life, for 
all those who sincerely believe in 
Him. We Christians can confess: 
Because Christ lives, I, too, shall 
Zqle! Or as Job so very beautiful- 
ly states: “I kww that my PZe- 
deemer fiiveth, and that He s?LalZ 

stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: and though after my &in 
worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh sha.11 I see God: whom I 
shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, and not an- 
other,” [JOB 19: 25-271. Comfor- 
tingly the Lord Jesus assures all 
of the true believers, “Because I 
live, ye shall live also” [JOHN 
14: 19-J. 0, let us rejoice, deay 
readers, and take comfort in the 
glorious resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus and joyously sing in the 
well-beloved Easter hymn : 
I kr2ow that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet scn- 

tence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was 

dead; 
He lives, my ever-living Head. 

-M. L. N. 

Taegliche Hausandacht, C. F. W. Walther, translated by E. L. M. 

me su s answered them? and 

J said, Verily, VeriZy, I say 
unto you, Ye seek Me, not be- 
cause ye saw the miracles, but 
because ye did eat of the loaves, 
and were filled.” -John 6: 26. 

How is it that although Jesus 
already earlier had performed 
the greatest miracles and signs, 
having given sigh.t to the blind, 
recovery to the crippled, hear- 
ing t.o the deaf, speech to the 
dumb, cleansing to the lepers, 
yes, life to the dead, that th.e peo- 

ple, nevertheless, did not at that 
time desire to make Jesus their 
king, but that this quickly came 
about when Jesus, with a small 
amount of bread and fishes, fed 
the thousands the second time? 
No doubt, this happened as the 
result of their concluding from 
this repeated miracle that Jesus 
was such a king in whose king- 
dom a person can always find a 
well-provided table, f r e e d o m 
from all want, struggle, cross, & 
trouble, in brief, ease and pros- 
perous living. That evidently 
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was the reason why they so 
quickly wanted to make Christ 
their king, crown and anoint 
Him, & show Him kingly honor. 

Here we have presented a true 
picture of most so-called Chris- 
tians. For how many baptized 
Christians do you find who are 
really in earnest about being 
saved? God’s Word says: “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you,” 
[MATT. 6: 331. “And having food 
and raiment let us be therewith 
content. But they that will be 
rich fall i&o temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. FOY 
the love of money is the root of 
all evil: which while some cove- 
ted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sor- 
rows,~’ [I TIM. 6%IO]. 

But if we consider those who 
bear the name Christians in the 
!ight of these words of God, 
what do we find? How is it with 
most of the so-called Christians? 
Do they really seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righ- 
teousness? Are they content with 
having food and clothing? -By 
,,no means ! but rich, rich they 
want to become. And that very 
Christianity is used to help many 
thereto. For the outlay of money 
which they through their Chris- 
tianity save by the fact that 
they do not partake of worldly 

and expensive pleasures, they 
do not give that to the Lord, for 
example, to the poor, to the nee- 
dy, either giving it outright, or 
as a loan, or for purposes of 
God’s Kingdom, but they quietly 
save it up for themselves, in or- 
der that the sum grows larger 
and larger, and in order that 
they thus with an ever increas- 
ing sense of security can look in- 
to the future and exclaim “to the 
fine gold, Thou tcrt my con& 
dence!” [JOB 31: 241. Yes, secret- 
ly they are practicing with it 
the most shameful gain, and be- 
fore the needy brother they act 
as though they were poor. 

Others, indeed, are content if 
they always have just enough 
bread and fishes to get by on; 
but a secure, care-free, comfort- 
able life, that is the heaven 
which they are seeking. God’s 
Word says, “Let not sin there- 
foye g*eign in your mortal body, 
tha,t ye should obey it in the Zzlsts 
thereof,” [ROM. 6: 121. “Crucify 
the flesh with the aflections and 
lusts,” [GAL. 5: 241. “And if a. 
man also strive for mastefl*es, 
yet he is not crowned, except he 
strive lawfully,” [II TIM. 2 :5] 1 
But ,what do most so-called 
Christians do ? Are they con- 
cerned about their sins? Do they 
seek continually to recognize 
them in a more vital and pene- 
trating manner ? Do they fight 
against them? In opposition to 
their flesh, are they alert and 
busy in watching and praying 
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and in hearing and reading 
God’s Word, in order to sweep 
all sins out of their hearts and 
minds, and thus do they grow in 
holiness of living? Not at all! 
Most of them think: to be much 
bothered about sins is fanati- 
cism ; that is pietism and Metho- 
,dism ; that .is wicked legalism. 
M$any think that they have al- 
ready repented at one time and 
felt the pain of sin; now, God be 
praised, they have finished with 
that. What are all these really 
seeking in Christ’s Kingdom ? 
Nothing else than ease and .pros- 
perous living, as was the case 
with the Jews who at one time 
wanted to make Jesus their king, 
,after He had fed them in a mira- 
cylous manner, t,o whom, how- 
ever, Christ, when they again 
later sought Him, said: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Ye seek 
Me, not beauuse ye saw the mira- 
cles, but because.ye did ea,t of the 
loavesi an.d were filled.” 

What? can. we now 
that such Christians are 
of Christ’s Kingdom ? 

believe 
citizens 
Never- 

more ! Their entire Christianity 

is mere show whereby they only 
deceive themselves. They indeed 
think that they surely had the 
faith and therefore must have 
been citizens of Christ’s King- 
dom ; but they are in error: their 
faith i.s an empty show and self- 
deception, for it is written, “No 
man can. serve two masters: f 03 
either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else h.e will 
hold to the one, and despise th,e 
other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon,” [MATT. 6:24]. “Who- 
soever he- be of you that forsn- 
keth not all that he ha& he cnnz- 
not be My disciple,? Luke 14: 33. 

lhrd Jesus, draw us nfter Thee 
In all our future days, that we 
Thy Kingdom mAay be seeking; 
Establish us in all our wc;cys, 
‘Our hprightness show forth 

Th. y praise, 
All worldliness despising; 
Lustfu$l, Prideful Thoughts 

rejecting, 
Cross accepting, 

Christ-like growing, 
Mindful where God’s grace is 

flowing. Amen. 

Around the World 
(With Edi!-orial Comment) 

On Federal Aid To million church members outside 
Parochial Schools Roman Catholicism. The Nation- 

Federal aid to parochial al Council of Churches’ confer- 
schools, opposed by Protestant ence on church and state, atten- 
leaders for decades, has received ded by representatives of twen- 
support, on a limited basis by ty-four Protestant and Orthodox 
delegates. representing over 40 : churches in the United.. States, 
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went on record in favor of a li- 
mited federal aid program for 
church-aided schools. The action, 
not binding on the parent organ- 
ization, came in concluding ses- 
sions of a week-long conference 
held recently in Columbus, Ohio. 
More than 200 churchmen, re- 
presenting a cross-section of A- 
merican Protestantism, limited 
their support to specific health 
and welfare programs in pri- 
mary and secondary schools. The 
.Protestant clergymen & lay lea- 
ders rejected by a narrow mar- 
gin a proposed amendment to 
limit their support of such feder- 
al aid to “existing federal pro- 
grams.” In a noisy debate prior 
to the adoption of the general 
findings of the four-day meeting, 
the churchmen approved a policy 
statement supporting specific 
health and welfare programs 
“conducted by parochial institu- 
tions to meet particular public 
needs.” The delegates reaffirmed 
their opposition to the use of 
government funds to support re- 
ligious teaching. But it was 
clearly stated that under certain 
circumstances government may 
legitimately support some speci- 
f ic nonreligious programs. 

That the Romman Catholic 
Church insists upon Federal Aid 
for her schools is but natural on 
th.e basis of their tea.ching that 
the Stute is to be subservient to 
the Roman CathoEc Church. But 
that thle Protestants? on the 
other hand, zoho allege,dly repu- 

diate such a tcaehing should ac- 
tually in practice encourage it; 
-that *we can not understand! 
If the tinae sh,ould ever corn,,, in 
our couztry that Federal Aid be 
fully an,d openly given to the pa- 
zrochinl schools, then the respon- 
sibility will have to rest, to a 
large extent, upon the compro- 
mising Protestants in this land 
of ours. 

On Prayer In The 
Public SchooS. 

“We congratulate the New 
York State Department of Edu- 
cation for ruling in favor of 
prayers in the State% public 
schools for the late President 
John F. Kennedy. Since such 
prayers are legal, how can it be 
said that prayers for the victims 
of other accidents or misfor- 
tune, or for people suffering 
from poverty and disease, are 
illegal? If one may pray for the 
late President, surely he may 
pray for his parents, his tea- 
chers, his associates and himself. 
Surely it cannot be said that one 
person is worthy to be prayed 
for in the public schools and an- 
other is not. That would be a de- 
gree of inequality which we have 
never seen advocated anywhere. 
Most of the American people 
believe in God and they certain- 
ly believe in the freedom to peti- 
t.ion Him and express their ado- 
ration of Him wherever and 
whenever they like. The prohibi- 
tion of prayer in the pub 1 ic 
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s c h o o 1 s becomes increasingly 
distasteful to the American peo- 
ple. A non-denominational pray- 
er, expressing no preference for 
one faith over another, does not 
violate the Constitution and can- 
not be said to be an establish- 
.ment of religion. We need a re- 
versal of the Supreme Court’s 
decision in this respect.” [Ch~i.s- 
tian Economics, Feb. 4, 1964.1 

Such specious ,argumentation 
has gained the enthusiastic ap- 
proval of ever so many people. 
But a closer examination of such 
argumentation quickly reve&s 
the f allncies. We do NOT ,“CO?b 
gratulate the New York State 
Department of Education for ru- 
ling in favor of prayers in the 
State’s public scl~ools for the late 
President John F. Kennedy.” We 
are convinced that such action is 
not only contrary to our Consti- 
tution but also to the plain Word 
of God. We also seriously ques- 
tion the statement that “most of 
the American people believe in 
God.” There is o,nly ONE God, the 
true God, Father, Son, and HOI!) 
Ghost [I COR. 8: 4 ; MATT. 28: NJ. 
Those who deny the only true 
God, the Triune God (Jehovah 
W’itnesses, Chris tiara Scien tis t,s, 
loclges, etc.) believe in an ,idol. 
And ‘la non-denominational pra- 
yer” which woulcl ofjf end neither 
the Christi~an nor the Jew, is an 
abo~~n.inatiosa ujzto the Lord who 
tells ns, “All men should hono:, 
the Son even as they honor t?;e 
Father. He that ?aon,oreth not tJae 

Son honoreth not the Father, 
which bath sent Hiw?’ John 5:.23. 

Encouragement Given 
To Sin 

Dr. Mussel V. Lee, a distin- 
guished 6%year-old M.D., told a 
symposium at the University of 
California Medical Center that a 
“monogamous marriage is a bi- 
zarre and unnatural state” and 
the home is “often a cage to the 
freedom-lo,ving male.” The hus- 
band “needs. a long tether and 
th.e wife is well advised to see 
that he gets it,” because he “con- 
tributes more and gets less out o.f 
marriage than the female.” Lee’s 
attack on monogamy was the 
high point of a two-da.y sympo- 
sium on “The Family’s Struggle 
for Survival.” Lester A Kirken- 
dall, professor of family life at 
Oregon State University, urged 
approval of masturbation for 
adolescents, on the ground that 
forbidding it can create ten- 
sions. 

Brazenly these men f la un t 
their so-called superior know- 
and wisdom to cover up the wic- 
kedne.ss of their own hearts! 
They do not regard such things 
a,s s&s against the Sixth-Com- 
mandment -God does. Tlae Apo- 
stle Paul describes such men &a 
thje sins which they seek to ex- 
cuse in ROMANS I: 24ff. God does 
not excuse and overlook such 
sins! “Know ye that the unrigla- 
teous shall not inherit the King- 
dom of God? Be not deceived: 
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neither forni&ors, nor idola- 
ters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 
vilers, nor extortioners, shall in- 
herit the Kingdom if God” [I 
COR. 6: 9,101. “Marriage is 
honorable in all, and the bed un- 
defiled: but whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge” [HER, 
13: 41. Would to God that a,11 
those who live in such sins would 
repent and believe on the Lord 
3esu.s Christ whose blood washes 
us clean from all sin -before 
the day of grace comes to an end. 

Cigarettes 
Some church agencies could 

say : “Didn’t I tell you so.” when 
the U. S. Public Health Service 
released a report on the hazards 
of c i g a r et t e smoking. Death 
rates from lung cancer and some 
other diseases were much high- 
er among smokers than among 
non-smokers, the report said. 
Methodists pointed out that their 
1960 general conferences had re- 
affirmed a longstanding rule in 
the church’s Book of Discipline 
requiring that candidates for the 
ministry must promise to ab- 
stain from tobacco. Seventh-Day 
Adventists had in 1954 started a 
nationwide educational cam- 
paign against smoking. Last 
year they set up about 30 “smo- 
king withdrawal clinics” to help 
worried puffers give up the ha- 
bit. Mormons have also cam- 

paigned against the use of tobac- 
co. In 1950 Pope Pius XII had 
urged Jesuit priests to stop smo- 
king “as an example of Chris- 
tian penance and self-mortifica- 
tion.” 

One hears and reads many 
contradictory statements on tlae 
subject of smoking. Dr. L. Henry 
Garland, San Francisco radiolo- 
gist, for example, contends that 
tJae cigarette-lung cancer scare 
has been blown up out of propor- 
tion, and although smoking is 
“an expen.sive, untidy and fool- 
ish habit, it a.lso is one of the 
lea.st toxic tranquilizers I kn0.w 
of.” He also quoted from a recent 
surgeon-general% r e p o r t on 
smoking and lung tamer and 
said it showed Great Brit,ain’s 
lung-cancer rate is twice as high 
as America’s and chronic bron- 
chitis rate 35 times as high, with 
half the per capita cigarette con- 
sumption. Three German doctors 
published a statistic al study 
made of 1,229 lung-cancer pa- 
tients in 12 institution,s in the 
state of North Rhine-Westph(a- 
lia and said that they found no 
connection between the average 
age of the lung-cancer suflerer 
and the number of cigarettes 
sng)oked daily. The exceptions 
z.byere few and accidental, they 
a,d.d ed. 

What is a, Christian to think Z 
Here are sorne Scriptural points 
uthich sh,ould be prayerfull,y con- 
sidered: First of all, %ue must re- 
member that the Lord Jesus tells 
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us: There is nothing from with- 
out a man, that entering into 
him can defile him: but the 
things which come out of him, 
those a.re they that defile the 
m,an” [Mark 7: 151. Secondly, 
the Church h$as no right to legis- 
late and make i5indin.g upon the 
conscience those things w hi& 
God neither commnnds nor for- 
bids [Galatians 5: I]. Thirdly, 
the Lord says: “Thou shalt not 
kill” [Mark IO: 191. And Luth- 
er’s explanation is certainly 
Scriptural: “We should fear and 
love God that we may not hurt 
nor harm our neighbor in his bo- 

dy, but help and befriend him in 
every bodily need.” That also ap- 
plies to our OWN bodies! This 
means that the Christian is to 
pyac tice moderation, ever re- 
mem&ering that his body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost [I Cor. 
6: 191. Fourthly, the Christian 
should always be careful lest he 
place a stumbling-block in the 
path of the weak Christians 
[Romans 141. And, finally, the 
words of the Apostle: “Whether 
therefore ye eat, o‘r drink, or 
wha.tsoezTer ye do, do a.11 to th(e 
glory of God” [I Cor. 10: 311. 

-M. L. N. 
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