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“Why Word is a Wamp unto my feet, and a Light unto my path.” Psalm 119:105.
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Remembering Our Confirmation Vow
as Our New Years Resolution

“Behold, | come quickly! Hold
that fast which thou hast, that no
man take thy crown.”

Revdation 3:11

As the New Y ear approaches we often hear of individuals making New
Year's resolutions as a person resolves to change an undesired trait or
habit or to accomplish a specific persona goal in the days and months
ahead. Thisis along-standing tradition illustrated by a postcard from
1909: “Your New Year's Resolution: Resolve to renew al your old
resolves, and add a few that are new. Resolve to keep them as long as
you can, what more can a poor man do.” On the reverse side of the card
sideis“A Resolve for Every Morning of the New Y ear by Bishop John
H. Vincent: | will this day try to live a simple, sincere and serene life,
repelling promptly every thought of discontent, anxiety, discourage-
ment, impurity and self-seeking, cultivating cheerfulness, magnanimity,
charity and the habit of holy silence, exercising economy in expendi-
ture, carefulness in conversation, diligence in appointed service, fiddity
to every trust, and a childlike trust in God.”

In reading over this extensive daily vow, one is struck by a glaring omis-
sion: How this vow is to be accomplished. As true believers in Christ,
we know the answer. First of all, we know that, in and of ourselves, we
have no power to accomplish anything good. For our Lord has told us:
“Without Me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). With the Apostle Paul we
affirm our total insufficiency: “ Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to
think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God” (Il Corin-
thians 3:5). Any good thing we accomplish is the result of God's grace
working through His Word, “ for it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).

The theologicd principle that only God's grace, coming to us through the
means of grace in Word and Sacraments, works any good thought, desire,
word or deed is confessed in the Rite of Confirmation in the answers. “1 do
so intend, with the help of God” and “I do so intend, by the grace of God.”



What better New Year's resolution could there be than to renew your
confirmation vow? On your Confirmation day, you heard the pastor
declare the purpose of therite:

DeaRLY BELOVED: When you were little children, you were re-
ceived into God's covenant of grace in Holy Baptism. And now,
having learned the meaning of this covenant from your instruction
in the Word of God, you stand here before God and this Christian
congregation publicly to make profession of your faith in the Tri-
une God and to confirm your covenant with Him, to dedicate your-
selves body and soul for time and for eternity to your God and
Lord. Lift up your hearts with me, therefore, to the God of all
grace, and cheerfully give answer to what, in the name of the Lord,
as the undershepherd of Jesus Christ in this place and overseer of
Hisflock, | now shall ask you.

DO YOU THIS DAY, in the presence of God and of this Christian
congregation, confirm the solemn covenant which at your Baptism
you made with the Triune God?

Thereupon you were moved in heart by God's grace given you in Holy
Baptism and by the Word of the Gospel, which you thereafter heard and
learned, to respond with the answer: “I do.” After you renounced the
devil and al his works and ways, you then confessed your Baptismal
Faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. There the chief parts of
Chrigtian Doctrine are declared in short, summary form. Y ou professed
your sincere faith before God and your Christian congregation, faith in
the Triune God as proclaimed in Holy Scripture, having learned, with
true spiritual understanding, the doctrine of God and especially the
meaning of the Baptismal Covenant. You publicly confirmed your
Baptismal Covenant by giving cheerful answer to the questions put to
you by the Lord’'s servant, His undershepherd, your pastor acting in
Christ’s Name as overseer of the flock. Never forget that your Confir-
mation Vow was made to God Himself. God holds us to our vows:
“When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for He hath no
pleasurein fools. Pay that which thou hast vowed. Better isit that thou
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not
pay’ (Ecclesiastes 5:4-5). “If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or
swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond, he shall not break his word;
he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his
mouth” (Numbers 30:2).

With the Psalmist we should exclaim with firm, God-wrought resolve:



“What shall | render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me? |
will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord. | will
pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His peo-
ple’ (Psam 116:12-14). Our life should be the living embodiment of
Psalm 61:8: “ So will | sing praise unto Thy name for ever, that | may
daily perform my vows.” We are continually renewed in our resolve,
by God’s gracious Word, to say with Jonah: “But | will sacrifice unto
Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; | will pay that that | have vowed.
Salvationis of the Lord” (2:9).

Our Confirmation Vow includes very specific, lifelong commitments.
Consider this question: “Do you desire to be a member of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church and of this Christian congregation?’ A positive
answer commits you to being alifelong active member of the orthodox
Chrigtian Church, the true evangelical Christian Church, as a member
of a particular Christian congregation, with al the rights, privileges and
responsibilities of such active membership. Chiefly, this means regular
and consistently to attend to the Means of Grace: “ Keep thy foot when
thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear than to give
the sacrifice of fools, for they consider not that they do
evil” (Ecclesiastes 5:1). “ Let us draw near with a true heart in full as-
surance of faith, having our hearts sprinkied from an evil conscience,
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession
of our faith without wavering (for He is faithful that promised). And let
us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some
is, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as ye see the day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:22-25). It is only through the use of the
Means of Grace that you will remain a member of the Invisible Church
by sincere faith in the Redeemer: “ Examine yourselves, whether ye be
in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (Il Corinthians
13:5). “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, ‘If ye
continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free’” (John 8:31-32).

Your Confirmation Vow includes adhering to an orthodox visible con-
gregation, aloca church which teaches and practices God' s Word in al
its purity (Acts 2:42), a church in which your faith can be nurtured and
strengthened by “ the sincere,” that is, “ pure milk of the Word, that ye
may grow thereby” (I Peter 2:2). In this congregation you are to main-
tain, promote and extend it by prayer, personal service and financia



support (Acts 8:4; Matthew 28:19; | Corinthians 9:14). At the same
time, you should avoid al heterodox (false-teaching) churches and all
false religious organizations (Matthew 7:15; | John 4:1; Romans 16:17;
I Corinthians 6:14-18). All these obligations are included in the simple
“1 do” in answer to this membership question!

The next question deals with the only source and norm of faith and life:
“Do you hold al the canonical books of the Bible to be verbally-
inspired Word of God, and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, drawn from the Bible, as you have learned to know it from
your diligent study of the Holy Scriptures, to be the true and correct
doctrine?’ During the time you were instructed in the doctrines of Holy
Writ, you were constantly reminded that the true doctrine is declared to
you by the clear passages of God’'s Word alone: “ All Scriptureis given
by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (Il Timothy 3:16-
17). God Himself has wrought in you a convicted conscience so that
you know what the Bible says, accept it as true, and correct and rely on
it with firm, God-wrought confidence and trust: “ So then faith cometh
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). At your
Confirmation you affirmed this fundamental fact, as the basis for every-
thing you believe and confess: God’'s Word alone!  In the active, con-
crete application of this, you follow the example of the Berean believ-
ers. “ These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scrip-
tures daily, whether those thingswere so” (Acts17:11).

The final two questions asked during the Rite of Confirmation include
the phrase “even death” or “even unto death.” The first of these is a
guestion of your intended continued steadfastness: “Do you also, as a
member of this Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, intend to continue
steadfast in the confession of this Church, and suffer all, even death,
rather than fall away from it?” The intention to continue steadfast in
the confession of this Church, the orthodox, evangelical Church, obvi-
ously must flow from genuine, God-wrought, God-preserved, faith. As
a true believer confesses the True Faith, he is opposed by the world,
Satan and his own sinful flesh. Scripture warns: “ Yea, and all that will
live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Timothy 3:12).
The Lord comforts those in such persecution: “ Fear none of those
things which thou shalt suffer. Behold, the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days.



Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of
life" (Revelation 2:10). Our title-text includes the Lord's exhortation
“Hold that fast which thou hast that no man take thy
crown” (Revelation 3:11).

We have a “ crown of life” bestowed upon us as a sheer gift of grace,
dearly-bought for us by Him who, as our Substitute, wore a “ crown of
thorns” (Matthew 27:29). Upon His sacred head the curse of the entire
fallen race rested (Galatians 3:10), as He bore the sins of all men in His
own body on the tree (I Peter 2:23). Christ “ once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that He might bring usto God” (I Peter 3:18a). The
one “who knew no sin” was made to be sin for the entire ungodly
world, as the Father imputed everyone's sins to Him (Il Corinthians
5:21a). He paid for them all to reconcile the world to God (Il Corin-
thians 5:19, 21). Moreover, His righteousness is imputed to the entire
world so that the entire world stands as righteous, justified from all
things under the Law (Il Corinthians 5:21; Acts 13:39; Romans 5:18-
19). The benefit of His work is received by the individua by God-
wrought faith in the Gospel (Romans 3:26, 28). This benefit is symbol-
ized by the crown a believer aready has! “ We are more than conquer-
ors through Him that loved us’ (Romans 8:37) and “ gave Himself for
[ug” (Galatians 2:20b). It is called “the crown of life” (James 1:12)
and “a crown of glory” (I Peter 5:4), “an incorruptible [crown]” (I
Corinthians 9:25). We have it now by faith, but its full manifestation
and enjoyment will come after death, in everlasting life, glory and
bliss (cf. I John 3:2 with | Corinthians 15:53).

Death cannot separate us from our crown; only unbelief can — falling
away from saving faith in the Gospel. Therefore, we are moved by
God's grace to reply to the question of steadfast confession with this
answer: “I do so intend, with the help of God.” We have abundant as-
surances from our faithful God regarding His help: “ God is in the midst
of her [His true Church]; she shall not be moved. God shall help her,
and that right early” (Psalm 46:5). “For | the Lord thy God will hold
thy right hand, saying unto thee, ‘Fear not; | will help thee'” (Isaiah
41:13). “For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall | not be con-
founded. Therefore have | set my face like a flint, and | know that |
shall not be ashamed” (Isaiah 50:7). “What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:31-32). We promise to
seek help from God where He manifests such help, namely, in and



through His Word: “ For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4).

Now on to the final question in the Rite of Confirmation: “Finaly, do
you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the rule of the divine
Word, to be diligent in the use of the Means of Grace, to walk as it be-
cometh the Gospel of Christ, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true
to the Triune God and to His precious Word even unto death?” Here
we find the confirmation of conformation! You state your firm resolve
faithfully to conform your entire life, inside and out, to God's own rule,
the rule of God’s Word, the “norm” or standard of good works, namely,
His Law in its third usage! Both the motivation and the power to do
this is the Gospel, as you are “ constrained” by “ the love of Christ” (Il
Corinthians 5:14; cf. | John 4:19) “ both to will and to do of His good
pleasure’ (Philippians 2:13). This requires your diligent use of the
Means of Grace, the Gospel and the Sacraments, administered by the
pastor of your congregation in his faithful preaching, teaching and prac-
tice of God's Word, in the administration of the Lord’'s Supper, and in
his efforts to keep you ever mindful of your Baptism. Thisisyour life-
long privilege and responsibility, “even unto death.” So is your Chris-
tian “ walk” (Galatians 5:16, 25) or Godly manner of living which glori-
fies the Gospel of Christ “even unto death.”

The vow concludes with a commitment from inside-out, from faith in
the heart to word and deed, to “remain true to the Triune God and to
His precious Word even unto death.” What was your answer then?
What is your answer now? “l do so intend, by the grace of God.” The
same grace of Christ which saved us (Acts 15:11), justifying us freely
through His redemptive work (Romans 3:24), the grace that brings sal-
vation (Titus 2:11) and forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7), is the grace needed
for you to keep your intentions and fulfill your vow. The Apostle as-
sures us. “ But my God shall supply all your need according to His
richesin glory by Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 4:19). As ever, this grace
comes to us through the means God ordained, the Word of the Gospel
and His holy Sacraments.

This grace was first bestowed upon you in Holy Baptism: “ Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). Granting you the new birth by working true
faith in your heart, our gracious God moved you to desire more: “ As



newborn babes, desire the sincere [pure] milk of the Word, that ye may
grow thereby, if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious’ (I Peter
2:2-3). Having being fed His gracious Word “ from a child” (11 Timo-
thy 3:15), you were brought up in His nurture and admonition, as God
intended, by your parents (Ephesians 6:4). Such grace is still active in
your heart and life today, entirely due to God's preservation of your
faith through the Means of Grace, in you “ who are kept by the power of
God (cf. Romans 1:16) through faith unto salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time” (I Peter 1.5). “Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will performit un-
til the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). “For this cause also
thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as
it is in truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe” (I Thessalonians 2:13).

Renewing your Confirmation Vow as your New Year's resolution is
genuine Godliness: “ For bodily exercise profiteth little; but Godliness
is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is and
of that whichisto come” (I Timothy 4:8). To that end we pray with the
hymnwriter in that treasured Confirmation hymn:

Let me be Thine forever,
Thou faithful God and Lord.
Let me forsake Thee never
nor wander from Thy Word.
Lord, do not let me waver,
but give me steadfastness.
And for such grace forever
Thy holy name I' [l bless.

(TLH 334, 1)
—E.J.W.



Anticipating Jesus’ “Decease ”
as His Great Accomplishment

“ Behold, there talked with Him two men,
which were Moses and Elias, who ap-
peared in glory and spake of His decease
which He should accomplish at Jerusa-
lem.” — Luke 9:30-31

As the appropriate culmination and close of
the holy Epiphany [lit., “manifestation,”
“appearing”] season, we Christians recognize
and celebrate The Transfiguration of our Lord
- = on the last Sunday after Epiphany, which this
year occurred on January 21%. Both the Epistle Lesson (II Peter 1:16-
21) and the Gospel Lesson (Matthew 17:1-9) on that Sunday relate the
narrative and importance of Jesus transfiguration as the miraculous
manifestation of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Redeemer of
the world, the manifestation proving conclusively that the apostles and
evangelists “[had] not followed cunningly devised fables when [they]
made known unto [us] the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (Il Peter 1:16). They saw what
they saw and heard what they heard; and, uncontradicted by other testi-
mony, their witness stands as a priori evidence of what transpired on
the “ holy mount” that day (v. 18).

Jesus manifested forth His own dory when He “was trandfigured before
ther’ (Matthew 17:2; Mak 9:2) in shining brightness  Moses and Hijeh, re-
nowned prophets of God in the Old Testament, whom the Lord encbled Peter,
James and John to recognize and identify, contributed to His menifestation by ther
glorious presence (Luke 9:30-31a), ot only standing with Him as iconic symbols
but carrying on a protracted, timdy conversation with Him (Matthew 17:30; Mark
9:4b; Luke9:31). And God the Father manifested Him by the testimony of Hisown
voice “out of the doud’ (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35), a voice “which
care from heave’ (Il Peter 1:18) and identified Jesus as His “hbdoved
SN (Mathew 175, Mak 97; Luke 9:35) “in whom [He wag wdl
pleased’ (Mathew 17:5; 1l Peter 1:17) and whose voice they were directed to
“hear” asther divine Prophet (al the accountsreferring to thisinjunction).

However, it was not merely “the moment,” as it were, the event about
which they were speaking, the miracle of Christ’s transfiguration that
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they were cherishing in their minds, that made it so significant, so
memorable, and so perpetually enlightening to their faith (11 Peter
1:19). It was the message of the transfiguration, the light of the know!-
edge of “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (Il Corinthians
4:6), the Gospel of God's love, manifested toward us and all mankind,
in that “ He sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through Him” (I John 4:9).

As we focus upon this extraordinary manifestation of the Lord Jesus
before the onset of His great passion, let us examine the various facets
of His glorious transfiguration and how each of them contributed to
the Gospel-message in which we confess with Luther our abiding faith
for our comfort and salvation: “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God be-
gotten of the Father from eternity, and aso true man born of the Virgin
Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me...”

® John, oneof the" eyewitnesses of His majesty” with Peter and James (11 Peter
1:16), wrate in the prologue of his Gogpd acocount: “ The Word was made flesh
and dwdt among us; and we behdld His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Whileindesd ALL of Jesus
miracles tedified to the disciples tha He was “the Chrig, the Son of
God” (John 20:31) to theintent that they (and we ds0) should believe on Him,
the miracdle of His trangfiguration was no doubt the mogt intense, S0 that the
Lord Jesus asked them not to shareit with anyone until after He was risen from
the dead (Matthew 17:9), the miracdle that was to eclipse dl others. “ His face
did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light” (Matthew 17:2).
Though in His gtate of humiliation, wherein, according to His human nature, He
did not dways and not fully use the divine dtributes communicated to His hu-
man naure (Cat. Q/A 134), Chrig in this mirade “ manifested forth His
gory’” (cf. John 2:11) more than in any other miracle prior to His death.
Shortly before this, Peter had confessed that Jesus was “ the Chrigt, the Son of
the living God” (Matthew 16:16), and Jesus had given the disciples a verbd
foretaste of Hisimpending suffering and deeth (v. 21); but even Peter did not &
the time fully understand it, and his fleshly mind could not reckon with it (v.
23). Yet the Lord Jesus was dreedy then beginning to lift the vell of ignorance
fromtheeyesof Hisdisciples.

® \Why “ Moses and Elijah” ? Maseswas God' s firg prophet to His people —
the first oneto prophesy the coming of God's Messiah (Deuteronomy 18:15) as
our Divine Prophet (* unto Him ye shall hearken” — cf. “ Hear ye Him,” Mat-
thew 17:5b); thefirst of the holy writers of the Old Testament (Acts 10:43) who
recorded, a the ingtance and by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, the promises of
that Savior to Adam and Eve and to the patriarchs who was God' s chosen me-
diator between Himsalf and His peaple (Exodus 20:19; Deuteronomy 5:5; Ga-
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latians 3:19) — His mediator of the Law (John 1:17a; Exodus 34) and of the
Gospd (Exodus 34:6; Luke 24:44; Acts 10:43; etc.); who knew God face-to-
face (Exodus 33:11; Deuteronomy 34:10), yet not asintimately asdid Hisonly-
begotten Son (John 1:18). Moseswasin certain respectsatype of Chrigt in that,
having been chasen by God for the purpose (cf. Matthew 12:18-19), he ddliv-
ered God's people from davery to Pharaoh in Egypt (cf. Hebrews 2:14-15); he
brought them through the parted waters of the Red Sea to safety on the other
sde (cf. Isaiah 43:2-3a); heinterceded for them with God, holding Him to His
gracious promises and merciful forgiveness (cf. Luke 23:34); and he led them
through the wilderness of Sinai on a journey of forty years through trids and
tribulations (cf. Il Thessdonians 1:1-8; Romans 8:35-39), o that by faith they
might enter the Promised Land of Canaan (Hebrews 4:1-11).

Elijah (“ the Tishbite,” 1 Kings 17:1) was aso a preeminent prophet of
Gad in the time of the kings of Isragl and Judah, particularly God's
messenger to Israel suffering under wicked King Ahab and the prophets
of Baal. He, like John the Baptist, Jesus' forerunner, had been endowed
by the Lord with a faithful and enduring “ spirit” to testify unflinch-
ingly concerning the only true and living God, and with “ power” to
stand up to the enemies of the truth in the face of unrelenting persecu-
tion (Luke 1:17). And, in a specia miracle of unprecedented grace and
favor (with the single exception of Enoch recorded in Genesis 5:24),
God received Elijah alive, body and soul, transported in a chariot of
fire, into the mansions of heaven without causing him first to suffer
temporal death (11 Kings 2:11).

It was, of course, not only expedient but also significant for their faith that
the disciples saw the “ connection” between God' s prophets of the Old Tes-
tament and His Divine Prophet of the New Testament, between those
whose mission it was to proclaim in advance, as did the disciples them-
sdlves fter the fact, “ the power and coming of [the] Lord Jesus Christ” (11
Peter 1:16) and the One who, by word and deed, proclaimed HIMSELF to be
the Chrit, the Son of God, and the Redeemer of the world (cf. Luke 4:17-
21). For in spite of the vision of Christ's transfiguration and the God-
created manifestation of the divine connection between prophecy and ful-
fillment, the disciples were, even after Christ’s passion, death and resurrec-
tion, still “ fools and dow of heart to believe all that the prophets [had] spo-
ken” (Luke 24:25) until the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost
“[brought] all thingsto their remembrance’ (John 14:26) so that they were
able to declare, as Peter did to Corndlius and his house, Acts 10:43, “ To
[Christ] giveall the prophets witness.”

® But what far exceeded the miraculous light and glory and the appear-
ance of personages which “ manifested forth [Christ’s] glory” on the
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holy mount that night was the content of the conversation between Je-
sus and Moses and Elijah and the ratification of that content by the Fa-
ther in heaven! Only Luke records the subject matter of their discus-
sion, while al three evangelists plus the Apostle Peter in his epistle re-
cord the heavenly Father's voice approving it (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7;
Luke 9:35; Il Peter 1:17-18). It was in confirmation of “ the prophets
witness’ in the Scriptures that Jesus and His guests were discussing
“His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem.”

It was not merdy “the glory” of Chrigt’s person that was manifested to the
disciplesin this miraculous vison, “ the glory as of the only-begotten of the Fa-
ther, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14), who partook of our human nature and
“ dwelt among us’ as True God and True Man in one undivided and indivisible
person. For that glory was “ manifested forth” in dl His miracles, beginning
with His cregtion of wine from water a the wedding in Cana of Galilee (John
2:11), so that Peter, with the agreement of dl the disciples, confidently declared:
“Thou art the Chrig, the Son of the living God” (Méathew 16:16). However,
since the Jews generdly — including Jesus' own disciples— had lost sight of
the prophecies of Scripture concerning the true nature of the Messiah's office
and the true and overriding purpose of His coming (cf. Luke 24:25-27) and
looked forward (as do the Millennidigts of our day and time) to an earthly reign
of “the Chrig” as the one who would “regtore again the kingdom to Is-
rad” (Acts1:6), Jesuscharged them NOT yet to put out the word “ that Hewas
Jesus the Chrig” (Matthew 16:20). In His gate of humiliation, He “ made
Himsalf of no reputation” (Philippians 2:7) among men since “[Hig kingdom
is not of thisworld” (John 18:36); and He, as “ the King of the Jens’ (v. 33),
wanted no part in the peopl€ s desire to make Him a “bread king” (John 6:14-
15) who would minigter to their tempora needs, ddliver them from the oppres-
son of the Romans, and restore to them the scepter that had departed from
Judah according to God' swill (Genesis49:10).

No, it was chiefly the nature and glory of Christ’ swork that was manifested to
the disciplesin His trandfiguration, intended to underscore and confirm the pro-
phetic words of the Savior just aweek earlier concerning Hisimpending suffer-
ing and death & the hands of the Jewish Sanhedrin and of His subsequent res-
urrection from the deed on the third day: “ Fromthat time forth [from thetime
of Peter’sbold confession of Him] began Jesus to show unto His disciples how
that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the dders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day” (Matthew
16:21). They desperatdy needed that confirmation in view of their steadfast
rejection of the notion that Jesus would have to suffer and die, expressed by the
vociferous Peter at Satan’s prompting as he “ rebuked” Jesusfor expressng the
preposterous ideaof Hisgreat passion (v. 22). At that time, Jesus sharply re-
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buked Peter for hisopposition (v. 23) asbeing “ an offensg’ to Him and demon-
srating Peter’ swoeful lack of understanding of “ the thingsthat be of God” and
his preference for things that agreed with human reason — including no doubt
the myth of the Messiah's earthly reign. On severd other occasons Jesus
prophesied His great passion in dear and certain terms (Mathew 17:22-23;
20:17-19; 26:2); but the disciples remained “ fools and dow of heart to believe
all that the prophets[had] spooken” (Luke 24:25-27) and even the tesimony of
Jesus Himsdlf. And here, in Luke s account of the trandfiguration, their hearing
the discussion between Jesus and the prophets concerning “ His decease” His
death in Jerusdem, gpparently was logt on them as they were caught up in utter
amazement at the astounding vision and, in akind of daze, exhibited no reaction
to the wonderful assurance and comfort that the testimony of Moses and Elijah
served up to them. What amissed opportunity!

Notice, however, that Moses and Elijah recognized the impending death
of God’'s Messiah to be a distinctive accomplishment on His part, liter-
aly, that which would be “ completed,” as the culmination of His min-
istry here on earth; for, as Jesus Himself would later shout from His
cross of agony as He was about to depart this life in death, “ It is fin-
ished!” or, more literally, “ It is accomplished!” Jesus told His disci-
ples: “ The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister,
and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). This con-
cept was, of course, “nothing new” to Moses and Elijah; and it was
“nothing new” to anyone who knew and believed “ all that the prophets
[had] spoken.” For the Psalmist David and the Prophet | saiah in par-
ticular spoke in clear and precise terms about the suffering and death of
God's Messiah in His vicarious atonement for the sins of the world —
especially in Psalm 22 and | saiah 53 (which your writer would heartily
commend to your Bible reading during this holy season of Lent). Ac-
cording to God's eternal decree of redemption, His only-begotten Son
was “ delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God
...[to be] crucified and dain” (Acts 2:23) by the unbelieving Jews.
Christ “ poured out His soul unto death; and He was numbered with the
transgressors; and He bare the sin of many and made intercession for
the transgressors’ (Isaiah 53:12). What made Christ's passive obedi-
ence “unto death, even the death of the cross’ (Philippians 2:8) the
propitiatory sacrifice that atoned for the sins of all (I John 2:2; Romans
3:24-25a; Romans 5:10; etc.) is that GOD died in the person of Jesus
Christ — the accomplishment in which Maoses and Elijah rgjoiced at its
anticipated fulfillment in time! In the words of the hymnwriter [Johann
Heermann, 1630]: “His death, that perfect sacrifice, has paid the all-
sufficient price. In Him my hopeis anchored” (TLH 375, 4).
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In this blessed truth of Christ’s passive obedience unto “ death” as be-
ing the efficient cause of God's forgiveness of the world’s trespasses
lies the chief difference between the true Christian religion and the re-
ligions of the world, all of which teach salvation by works, by the indi-
vidual sinner’s efforts to appease the wrath of his god and to merit the
deity’s favor. However, because of his total depravity and his inability
to do anything good in God'’s sight, either to remediate his situation or
to propitiate divine justice, “ no man is justified by the Law in the sight
of God” (Galatians 3:11). Therefore it was “in Christ,” because of
Chrigt’s vicarious atonement — the attainment of perfect righteousness
for imputation to every “ ungodly” (Romans 4:56) soul of man and the
expiation of the guilt of sin “for the unjust” (I Peter 3:18) by Hisinno-
cent suffering and death for God's “ enemies” (Romans 5:10) — that
“God...reconcil[ed] the world unto Himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them” (Il Corinthians 5:19). God's gracious unilateral ob-
jective justification of “the world” on the basis of Christ’s propitia-
tion for the sins of “the whole world” (I John 2:2), which completely
satisfied divine justice (Romans 5:9-10, 18-19; Galatians 3:13, €tc.), is
unique to the true Christian faith and redounds “ to the praise of the
glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved,
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to theriches of Hisgrace” (Ephesians 1:6-7).

Then, for the second time since the beginning of Christ’s public ministry
here on earth, God the Father, in His “ voice which came from heaven” (lI
Peter 1:18), “went on record,” as it were, to vaidate His Son’s work of re-
demption. After Jesus baptism, whereby it became Him “to fulfill all
righteousness’ in His active obedience (Matthew 3:15), His heavenly Fa
ther audibly expressed His great pleasure in Him who, in fulfillment of the
eterna decree of redemption, was, in the place of sinners, astheir Substitute
under the Law (Galatians 4.4), perfectly keeping the will and Law of God
to earn righteousness for every soul of man (Romans 5:19). “ Thisis My
beloved Son, in whom | am wdl pleased,” He declared “from
heaven” (Matthew 3:17). — Now, not long before He laid down Hislifein
death in His passive obedience, “to redeem them that were under the
Law” (Galatians 4:5), to redeem them *“from the curse of the
Law’ (Galatians 3:13) on the tree of the cross, the Father again expressed
great pleasure in Him in the very same words, saying in “ a voice out of the
cloud” (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35; cf. Il Peter 1:18): “ Thisis My
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” — well-pleased, perfectly satis-
fied, and fully propitiated with regard to poor sinners by “ His [impending]
decease which He should accomplish at JerusalenT’ (Luke 9:31).
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And, asif in echo of Moses’ words to the Children of Isragl regarding
Chrig as God's Divine Prophet-to-come, “unto Him ye shall
hearken” (Deuteronomy 18:15), the Father added: “ Hear ye Him!”
Listen to His prophetic words about His impending suffering and
death, that thus it must be (cf. Matthew 16:21; 26:54; Mark 8:31; 9:12;
14:49; Luke 9:22; 17:25; 22:37; 24:7, 44, John 3:14; 12:34).

Indeed, what an amazing accomplishment would be Jesus’ “ decease” at
Jerusalem! What an amazing testimony on the part of Moses and Elijah
as they discussed with Him His suffering and death! What an amazing
ratification by the heavenly Father in a voice that the disciples “ heard
when [they] were with Him in the holy mount” (Il Peter 1:19). Yea,
what an amazing culmination in time of the vicarious atonement
wrought by “the Lamb dlain from the foundation of the
world” (Revelation 13:8) to be our Savior!

If Thy beloved Son, O God,
had not to earth descended
and in our mortal flesh and blood
had not sin’s power ended,
then this poor wretched soul of mine
in hell eternaly would pine
because of its transgression.

But now | find sweet peace and rest;
despair no morereigns o’ er me.
No more am | by sin oppressed,
for Christ has borne sin for me.

Upon the cross for me He died
that, reconciled, | might abide
with Thee, my God, forever!

All righteousness by worksisvain;
the Law brings condemnation.
True righteousness by faith | gain;
Chrigt’swork ismy salvation.
His death, that perfect sacrifice,
has paid the al-sufficient price.
In Him my hope is anchored!

(TLH 375, 1-2 and 4)

—D.T.M.
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Fighting Fleshly Fatigue as e
Meditate Anefo upon Christ’s Passion

He cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep,
and saith unto Peter, “ What, could ye not watch with Me one hour?”

—Matthew 26:40

The higtorica context of the verse quoted above isthe night of our Savior's be-
trayd, the evening in which His intense suffering (passion) asthe Sin-bearer for
the world began — less than 24 hours before His crucifixion and degth. It was
through that subgtitutionary suffering of the punishment we dl deserve by our
sins that the Lord Jesus Chrig satisfied God's judtice, gppeased His wrath, and
purchased for us and for dl mankind complete forgiveness for dl our transgres-
gons (I John 2:1-2). This part of His redemptive work is known as His passve
obedience and is crucid for our sdvation (Romans 5:9). It is, therefore, very
appropriate for us during the saven weeks of Lent to spend extratime pondering
with grateful heartsthe boundlesslove of God for usin Chrigt, asthisis o paint-
edly demongrated in the atoning suffering and degth of the God-Man. “ God
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet snners, Chrigt died
for us .. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His
Son” (Romans 5:8-10). “ Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid
down His life for us’ (I John 3:16). “In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we
might livethrough Him Hereinislove, not that weloved God, but that Heloved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins’ (I John 4:9-10).

It might seem incomprehensible that a person who clearly understands
that he is a sinner who deserves to suffer eternaly in hell could ever
grow weary of hearing about how he was saved from the wages of his
sins through the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus. And yet that
very thing does happen because even those who have been brought to
saving faith in Christ till have the sinful flesh and are plagued with
much spiritual weakness. During the season of Lent, the congregations
in our Conference hold special Wednesday evening services properly
focused upon our Savior’s passion. At those services we find ourselves
in asimilar position as Peter, James and John when they were with the
Savior in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37-46); we are called upon by Je-
sus to watch with Him for an hour as we meditate upon His passion,
and to fight against the spiritual drowsiness that the devil encourages,
by which he seeks to becloud the minds of Christians. And it isimpor-
tant for us not only to attend those Lenten services (Hebrews 10:25),

17



but also to be active listeners to the Word as it is being preached
(Ecclesiastes 5:1) for the strengthening of our faith (Acts 20:32), and
also join with our fellow Christians in the singing of edifying hymns
(Colossians 3:16). If we allow the devil to discourage our attendance or
to distract us from attentively listening and meditating upon al that
Chrigt suffered for our redemption, then the Lord’s question, “ What,
could ye not watch with Me one hour?” should certainly cause us to
repent most humbly with heartfelt sorrow and shame. Thankfully, the
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us aso from all of those sins
(I John 1:7); but we dare not let the devil distort that Gospel in our
minds and turn it into a pillow upon which our flesh may comfortably
rest as the sinful behavior is perpetuated (Romans 6:1-2).

In the verse that comes immediately after Jesus' question about watch-
ing with Him for an hour, we find a two-fold command of the Lord, as
well as an explanation about why true Christians struggle with sin and
so often fail to follow His commands consistently in their lives. Jesus
told Peter, James and John: “ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak” (Matthew 26:41). Because there are so many temptations to be-
come spiritually lethargic and sleepy, it is of the utmost importance that
we remain vigilant (alert and watchful against attacks from the enemies
of our souls) and consistent in prayer (beseeching the Lord’s help to
strengthen us through His Word in the hour of temptation). “ Be strong
in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. ...Take
unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day and, having done all, to stand. Sand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of right-
eousness and your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of
peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of sal-
vation and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance” (Ephesians 6:10-18).

Y es, we must indeed contend againgt the weakening influence of our sinful
flesh, which is completely opposed to the teachings of Scripture and rebels
againgt our Christian desire to serve the Lord (Galatians 5:17). Aswasthe
case with Peter, James and John, our “ spirit,” our New Man, is certainly
willing and eager to watch and pray and meditate upon Christ’s passion;
but our Old Adam wants us to do the exact opposite and sadly often frus-
trates our best intentions. “ To will is present with me, but how to perform
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that which is good | find not. For the good that | would | do not; but the
evil which | would nat, that | do. ...When | would do good, evil is present
with me. For | delight in the Law of God after the inward man; but | see
another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my mem
bers’ (Romans 7:18-23). Thusthe devil finds a powerful dly within every
child of God —the Old Adam, apart of the Christian that is receptiveto his
temptations and wars againgt al that is good.

We should be aware that Satan may also use other people to deliver his
temptations, as he did on a different occasion with Peter (Matthew
16:22-23). Family members or coworkers may say that attending wor-
ship services every Sunday is more than sufficient to cover a Christian’s
obligationsto the Lord. “Why must one attend worship servicestwice a
week just becauseit's Lent?’ they may ask. Of course, such a question
completely misses the point. A Christian is not compelled to attend
Wednesday evening Lenten services (as if he will lose his salvation if
he does not); but a Christian, according to his New Man of faith, cer-
tainly appreciates the extra church services and desires to benefit from
the additional opportunities to be fed with the Gospel of God's grace
for his continued spiritual growth. “ As newborn babes, desire the sin-
cere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby, if so be ye have tasted
that the Lord isgracious’ (I Peter 2:2-3).

Another tactic the devil may use to make a Christian weary of hearing
about and meditating upon Christ’s passive obedience is to implant the
thought that it is of little value to hear the exact same Passion History
during the season of Lent year after year after year. And it is true that
while this year’s sermon texts and themes will likely be different than
last year's, yet the core message of Christ’s bitter suffering and death to
atone for the sins of all mankind will be (and most certainly should be)
the same. The basic applications of Law and Gospel (which are so
clearly and powerfully set forth in Christ’s passion) will, no doubt,
sound quite similar from one Lenten season to the next. It does not,
however, follow that such a message should bore us, put us to sleep, or
discourage us from even attending the weekly Lenten services and from
being an active listener and participant. |f a person has a favorite song,
he does not listen to it only one time. And if for some reason he had to
wait a whole year in order to hear it again, he would be quite excited
and eager to listen to it when the time would finally come to do so.
Similarly, we should be excited and eager to join with our brethren
every Lenten season for focused meditation upon Christ’'s passion. In-
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deed, the overarching message of Lent — the message of how our sal-
vation was won for us by Christ — is something that we should cheer-
fully hear over and over again and never tire of it.

But while the spirit of the Christian is certainly willing to do this, his
flesh may seek to weaken his resolve with an objection such as this:
“The content of the Lenten services is always so depressing — focusing
so heavily upon sin and pain. And it’s difficult to get excited about re-
peatedly meditating upon the great anguish and suffering of Jesus.” It
is true that extremely sad and depressing topics are not pleasant to
dwell upon. Great sadness and intense emotional strain can be quite
physically draining and lead to fatigue. In fact, this very thing is
mentioned as contributing to the disciples’ drowsiness when they
were supposed to be watching and praying with Jesus during His
intense suffering in Gethsemane (Luke 22:45). The great sadness of
that night had worn them down so much that they felt physically
depleted; and, because of their fleshly weakness, even their willing
spirit did not keep them awake — did not keep them watchful and
prayerful in that sorrowful hour.

We should indeed feel great sadness when we contemplate the suffer-
ings of Christ — especially realizing that we were a cause of that pain
as a result of our sins and iniquities. And yet, attending the weekly
Lenten services should not be a sad or depressing experience. Having
the Word of God brought to us should cause our hearts to rgoice
(Psalm 119:111); and the feelings that should really predominate when
we meditate upon the Savior's passion are feglings of intense gratitude
to the Lord for al that He endured for us (Colossians 1:12-14), and ex-
treme joy for the forgiveness of sins, life, and savation that we have
only through Christ’s vicarious work of redemption (Romans 5:11; |
Peter 1:8-9; Isaiah 61:10). Even the holy angels of God, spirits who are
not “ partakers of flesh and blood” and did not sin, as did Adam and
Eve, and who therefore were not themselves redeemed by the blood of
Christ (Hebrews 2:14-16), “ desire to look into” the Gospel of God's
love revedled through “the sufferings of Christ and the glory that
should follow” (I Peter 1:11-12). Should we not, therefore — we
whose forgiveness is inseparably connected with the shedding of Jesus
blood (I John 1:7), whose only hope of peace with God and spiritual
healing is directly tied to the gory wounds of Christ (Isaiah 53:5),
whose reconciliation with God is inextricably linked to Jesus death
(Romans 5:10) — count it a great joy and privilege to hear about the
Savior’ s passion again and again!
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Rather than producing spiritual fatigue, the additional time spent
meditating upon Christ’s passion during Lent should energize us and
fill us with increased zeal for the Lord (Titus 2:14). The cross upon
which Jesus suffered the pains of hell and laid down His life for our
redemption should not depress us but ever be a source of joy and
grateful boasting (Galatians 6:14). Our Savior’s bitter suffering, cru-
cifixion, and death are not topics to be avoided, but are found at the
center of all true Christian preaching (I Corinthians 1:23; 2:2). For
their comfort and edification, the children of God in the Old Testa-
ment were focused upon the coming passion of the Redeemer, both
through direct prophecies (Psam 22; Isaiah 53; Luke 18:31-33) as
well as through the frequently observed ceremonial foreshadows of
animal sacrifices and the Passover lamb (Exodus 12:3-14; 29:38-39;
Leviticus 4:32-35). We Christians of the New Testament, who have
learned about how Christ fulfilled those prophecies and foreshadows
by Hisinnocent suffering and death, have been instructed by the Lord
to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world (Mark 16:15) — the Gos-
pel that directs man to both the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
(I Corinthians 15:1-4) for the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life
in heaven (Romans 4:25; 5:9). May we never grow tired of meditating
upon this most precious Gospel!

Jesus, | will ponder now
on Thy holy passion;
with Thy Spirit me endow
for such meditation.
Grant that | in love and faith
may the image cherish
of Thy suffering, pain, and death

that | may not perish.

If my sinsgive meaarm
and my conscience grieve me,
let Thy cross my fear disarm,
peace of conscience give me.
Grant that | may trust in Thee

and Thy holy passion.
If His Son so loveth me,
God must have compassion.

(TLH 140; 1, 5)
—P.E.B.
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Churches in Fellowship

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CHURCH OF EKATERINBURG
Ekaterinburg, Russia

The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor

P. O. Box 27

620039 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA

E-mail: Schurganoff@mail.ru

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Olu-Ama (Kula), Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Abule Egba, Lagos, Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Idama, Nigeria

The Rev. Innocent Karibo, Pastor

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

Abalama, Nigeria

The Rev. Balaiyi Thompson and The Rev. Bateinm Bestman, Pastors
Thompson Compound Abalama

Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. CLEMENT'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria

The Rev. Timothy Biobele Aaron, Pastor

St. Clement Lutheran Church,

Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry

Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Port Harcourt, Nigeria

(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu

Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Kula, Nigeria

(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church

Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. PAUL’S NYEMONI LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL
Abonnema, Nigeria

The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and

The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors

P. 0. Box 123

Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA

E-Mail: njohnfyneface@yahoo.co.uk
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1 Directory of Member Congregations
, www.concordialutheranconf.com
| .
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:
4090 S. Melpomene Way, Tucson, AZ 85730 GoodShepherdLutheranChurchTucson.com

Worship Service .....cccocevvcveeninnenn. 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:45 a.m. Telephone (520) 721-7618
The Rev. DANIEL P. MENSING, Pastor

8464 East Wildcat Drive, Tucson, AZ 85730 Pastor: (520) 448-8694

E-mail: goodshepherdlutherantucson@gmail.com

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:
Central Avenue at 171% Place, Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 PeaceEvLutheran.com
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m.

Worship Service .....cccocevvcveeninnenn, 10:00 a.m. Telephone: (708) 532-4288
The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor

17151 South Central Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913  Pastor: (708) 532-9035

E-mail: pastormensing@yahoo.com Pastor’s Cell: (708) 601-3943
ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixth and Tangent Streets, Lebanon, OR 97355 Telephone: (541) 258-2941
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m.

Worship Service .......cccceviniiennen. 11:00 a.m.

The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor

483 Tangent Street, Lebanon, OR 97355 Pastor: (541) 258-2941
E-mail: revbloedel@gmail.com

ST. LUKE’'S LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:
5350 South Fountain Street, Seattle, WA 98178 StLukes-CLC.com
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service ......ccccceeevvveeeninnen. 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (206) 723-1078
The Rev. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor

9658 — 54th Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98118 Pastor: (206) 723-7418

E-mail: revworley@comcast.net

NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on

the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Please call the Pastor for current location.
Worship Service
Adult Bible Class

Adult Catechism Class ................ 8:30 p.m.

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 StMarksEvLutheran.com
Worship Service ..........ccovvviiieiicnns 3:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Class ..........ccccoevevneene 4:45 p.m. Telephone: (708) 757-6859
The Rev. DAVID J. MENSING, Pastor

22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 Pastor: (708) 655-7549

E-mail: d_mensing@hotmail.com

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:

300 North Ridgeland Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302 TrinityEvLutheran.com
Sunday School & Bible Class ..... 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service .....cccocvevcvveennns 10:15 a.m. Telephone: (708) 386-6773
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor

233 North Cuyler Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302 Pastor: (708) 386-4145

E-mail: robertjlietz@gmail.com
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Announcing the

Sixty-seventh Annual Convention
of the

Concordig Yutheran Conference

June 22, 23, 24, 2018
at

St. Johi’'s Lutheran Chureh

Sixth and Tangent Streets
Lebanon, Oregon 97355

The Rev. Paul E. Bloedel, Pastor
with

The Plenary Pastoral Conference on June 19th & 20th
The Board of Directors Meeting on June 21st

— ==

Essay: “ The Vital Importance of Preaching Both Law
and Gospel in Every Sermon” (Il Timothy 2:15)
by Pastor David T. Mensing

Friday Sermon on Romans 6:23 — President Edward J. Worley
Sunday Sermon on Luke 24:47 — Pastor David T. Mensing

Motto: The Vital Importance of
TLaw and Gospel Preaching
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