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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

         To set forth in simple and plain language 

the pure doctrine of God's Word as taught by 

the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 

with the Book of Concord of 1580 and the Brief 

Statement of 1932. 

 To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 

true Christians are to believe and how, out of 

love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are to 

lead Godly lives. 

 To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 

for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 

that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 

a sect or false church body, but that the 

congregations which form it confess, teach, and 

practice the Word of God in its full truth and 

purity and use the Sacraments according to 

Christ's institution.  All who do this are the true 

visible Church on earth. 

 To seek out all who truly share our 

Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, and 

to urge the mutual public acknowledgment of 

such God-given unity.  Thus we shall be able 

thereafter to practice a God-pleasing fellowship 

with them. 

 To show that we do not have among us a 

mixture of divergent teachings but that we are 

"perfectly joined together in the same mind and 

in the same judgment.." 

 To set forth pertinent historical infor-

mation which has a bearing upon the Church 

and to expose modern philosophical thought 

and the so-called scientific theories which 

contradict the Word of God. 

 To expose particularly the false teaching 

and practice of the various so-called "Lutheran" 

church bodies by comparing their teachings 

and practices with what is plainly recorded in 

the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 

and in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

 To expose false teaching and practice 

wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 

abreast of the current happenings in the church 

and among the nations as signs of the times. 

 To be truthful and factual in our reporting 

and freely to correct any misinformation of whi-

ch we are not aware and which has been called 

to our attention. Also to clarify any information 

or statement of doctrine or practice which may 

be unclear to our readers or which may create a 

wrong impression. 
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“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 
 

The holy Epiphany season — this 
year having consisted of the Feast of 
the Epiphany of Our Lord (January 
6th) and four Sundays after the 
Epiphany — is so named because of 
the manifestation or appearing of our 
Savior to mankind (from the Greek   

ejpifavneia as in II Timothy 1:10, 
etc. and from its verbal form in Titus 
2:11, etc.).  We commonly speak of 
“the Epiphany of our Lord,” first of 
all, with reference to His manifesta-
tion to the Wise Men from the East 
(Matthew 2:1–12), as those Gentiles 
were directed to find “the King of the 
Jews” in Bethlehem of Judea by the 

guiding of a special star (v. 2) and by at least two prophecies of the Old 
Testament Scriptures.  The first prophecy, Numbers 24:17, identified 
the star itself and its significance as signaling the Savior’s birth; and the 
second, Micah 5:2, cited by the chief priests and scribes of the Jews, 
directed them specifically to “Bethlehem Ephratha” as His birthplace.  
We, who are Gentile Christians (non-Jews), specially treasure this mani-
festation of the new-born Savior because it demonstrates the universali-
ty of God’s grace (Titus 2:11) and marks the first particular event that 
sets forth the “good tidings of great joy,” the Christmas Gospel, “to 
ALL people” (Luke 2:10) and caused the Light of Salvation, “the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Co-
rinthians 4:6), to be manifested as the “Light to lighten the Gentiles” 
and not merely as the glory of God’s people, Israel (Luke 2:30–32). 
 
But “the Epiphany of Our Lord” also refers to other manifestations of 
the Savior to mankind as the Son of God and the Redeemer of the 
world.  We note, for example, His manifestation in the Temple at Jeru-
salem at the age of twelve years, where He testified that He “must be 
about [His] Father’s business” (Luke 2:49).  And, although that state-
ment was somewhat veiled, so that even His earthly parents were mysti-
fied by it (v. 50, 51b), in retrospect it is abundantly clear (Cf. John 
17:4).  He was manifested at His Baptism in the Jordan River when the 
Father spoke from heaven and the Holy Ghost descended upon Him in 
the form of a dove (Matthew 3:16–17) and in a similar testimony at His 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:5; II Peter 1:17–18) ; and He was mani-
fested by John the Baptist in his preaching as the Savior’s forerunner 
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(John 1:29; cf. Malachi 3:1). 
 
However, particularly in His public ministry, beginning at the age of 
thirty (Luke 3:23), Jesus, as our Divine Prophet, “revealed Himself by 
word and deed…as the Son of God and the Redeemer of the world” (Q/
A 132, A Short Explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism, St. Louis: 
CPH, 1943).  The expression “by word and deed” refers to His preach-
ing and His miracles, both of which manifested Him to mankind in un-
mistakable terms (Cf. Luke 4:17–22; John 2:11; 20:31–32; etc.).  More-
over, as we confess in our Catechism, His Epiphany continues to this 
very day, as “by the preaching of the Gospel [He] still reveals Him-
self…” (Ibid.) and “sends men to preach the Gospel” as His emissaries 
or ambassadors (Ibid., Q/A 155a; cf. Luke 10:16; Mark 16:15; II Corin-
thians 5:19b; II Timothy 4:2; etc.). 
 
And finally, Christ’s second visible Advent and ultimate Epiphany to 
men will occur when He shall appear in the clouds of heaven for judg-
ment (Matthew 24:30; 26:64) and will be undeniably recognized 
(Revelation 1:7) and universally acknowledged and confessed as 
“Lord” by “every tongue” (Philippians 2:10–11)  —by the believers 
still on earth and by the saints in heaven with joy and loving gratitude 
as their gracious Lord (Luke 21:28; Revelation 19:6–9), and by all un-
believers and the damned in hell in shame, terror and contempt as their 
sovereign Lord (Matthew 25:41, 46a; Revelation 1:7b) — “to the glory 
of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11). 
 
We have a wonderful hymn in The Lutheran Hymnal (#134) that 
treats the Epiphany of Our Lord and briefly summarizes all of 
these manifestations of the Savior.  Its title is the title of our arti-
cle, and it bears special consideration during the holy Epiphany 
season.  It was written by Christopher Wordsworth in 1862 as a 
“recapitulation of the subjects presented…throughout the season 

of the Epiphany” (W. G. Polack, Handbook 
to the Lutheran Hymnal, 1942, p. 106).  It 
was Wordsworth’s conviction that it is “the 
first duty of a hymn-writer to teach sound 
doctrine, and thus to save souls” and that 
the materials for church hymns should be 
sought first in the Holy Scriptures (Ibid., p. 
603). 
 
The first stanza of the hymn expresses the 
Christian’s gratitude and praise to the Savior as 
the God-man promised Redeemer of the world 
(John 1:14) for His manifestation according to 
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divine prophecy in His birth at Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) as the “Branch” 
from King David’s lineage (Jeremiah 23:5–6) and in His manifestation 
to the wise men from the east (Isaiah 60:3ff.; Matthew 2:1–12): 
 

 “Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 

manifested by the star 
to the sages from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem 
in Thy birth at Bethlehem. 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest!” 

 
The second stanza traces Jesus’ manifestation “at Jordan’s stream” 
“where John was baptizing” (John 1:28–36) and testifying as the Sav-
ior’s forerunner (Cf. Malachi 3:1) that this was indeed the very Christ, 
“the Lamb of God,” identified in divine prophecy as He “which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29; cf. Isaiah 53).  It was also “at 
Jordan’s stream” that Jesus manifested Himself in His active obedience 
by being baptized of John “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15), 
even though He Himself, as the sinless Son of God, had no need of 
Baptism “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38), as did John (Matthew 

3:14).  There also God the Father mani-
fested Him as “[His] beloved Son” (v. 
17), and the Holy Ghost confirmed that 
identification by “lighting upon Him” in 
the form of a dove (v. 16).  Moreover “at 
Cana,” as the divine “Wedding-guest,” 
Jesus “manifested forth His glory” (Cf. 
John 1:14) by “changing water into 
wine” as His very first miracle; “and 
His disciples believed on Him” (John 
2:11) according to the intended purpose 
of all His recorded miracles (20:31): 
 

“Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme, 

and at Cana, Wedding-guest, 
in Thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, 
changing water into wine. 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest!” 

 
In the third stanza, Wordsworth chooses Jesus’ healing of the man sick 
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of the palsy (Matthew 9:2ff.) as a particular fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy of the Messiah “making whole palsied limbs” (Isaiah 35:6a) 
and proclaiming Gospel comfort to a “fainting soul” in manifestation of 
His divine office (Isaiah 61:1–3; cf. Matthew 11:4–5).  The poet also 
points out that Jesus manifested Himself as “the Son of God” (Matthew 
4:3) in His defeat of Satan by the use of His almighty Word (v. 4; also 
v. 7 and v. 10), “quelling all the devil’s might” as the prototype of our 
defeat of our adversary by the very same means (I Peter 5:9a; James 
4:7b).  And finally, Wordsworth alludes to Acts 10:38–39a in the fact 
that Jesus’ entire public ministry was filled with miracles, making Him-
self “manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill” in testimo-
ny of His boundless mercy to the children of 
men: 
 

 “Manifest in making whole 
palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

manifest in valiant fight, 
quelling all the devil’s might! 

Manifest in gracious will, 
ever bringing good from ill. 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest!” 

 
The first two strophes of the fourth stanza 
enumerate several “signs of the times” (Matthew 21:25) that will signal 
“the coming of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:27) in His second and 
final visible advent to this sinful world.  Thereupon His ultimate Epiph-
any to men will occur when He appears illocally in the clouds of heaven 
for judgment (Matthew 21:27; 24:30; 26:64).  At the sound of the trum-
pet (I Thessalonians 4:16), all who are in their graves will hear His 
voice and come forth (John 5:28–29a).  Then He will not only be seen 
and recognized by all people on all hemispheres of the globe at the very 
same time, those still living and those resurrected (Revelation 1:7), but 
He will be universally acknowledged and confessed as the Lord of 
heaven and earth by “every tongue” (Philippians 2:10–11), by believers 
and unbelievers alike,“to the glory of God the Father” (v. 11).  Such 
confession will not signal the universal conversion of mankind envi-
sioned by Millennialists, however, for “many there be” (Matthew 7:13) 
which “shall go away into everlasting punishment,” Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 25:46, because they “[have] not believed in the name of the 
only-begotten Son of God” (John 3:18b).  Wordsworth sings of this fi-
nal Epiphany: 
 

“Sun and moon shall darkened be; 
stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee; 
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Christ will then like lightning shine, 
all will see His glorious sign! 
All will then the trumpet hear, 

all will see the Judge appear! 
Thou by all wilt be confessed: 
God in man made manifest!” 

 
And finally, the poet refers to Christ’s spir-
itual Epiphany or manifestation in His pre-
cious Word, the Word preached (Isaiah 
55:10–11; Romans 10:14–18) and the Word 
written down, “the  Scriptures,” (John 5:39; 
II Timothy 3:15), the Word in which “the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men” (Titus 2:11).  As those 
who have been objectively “justified freely 

by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” and have 
received forgiveness of sins and the imputation of Christ’s righteous-
ness personally “by faith without the deeds of the Law” (Romans 3:28), 
we are “reconciled to God” (II Corinthians 5:19b).  And, as His chil-
dren (Galatians 3:26), having “receive[d] the adoption of 
sons” (Galatians 4:5), we are now to imitate our Savior, Peter writes in 
his first epistle (2:21), walking “in the paths of righteousness for His 
Name’s sake” (Psalm 23) as the fruit and evidence of our faith (John 
15:5; Galatians 5:25).  Christ now dwells in our hearts by faith 
(Ephesians 3:17), so that by faith in His “exceeding great and precious 
promises” we might “by these…be partakers of the divine nature” (II 
Peter 1:4), “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people, that [we] should show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called [us] out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9). 
 

“Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 
mirrored in Thy holy Word. 
May we imitate Thee now 

and be pure as pure art Thou, 
that we like to Thee may be 

at Thy great Epiphany 
and may praise Thee, ever blest, 

God in man made manifest!” 
 
May He grant to all of us the perpetual blessings of His Epiphany by 
graciously keeping us steadfast in His Word and faith unto our end; for 
“this is His gracious and good will” (Luther). 
 

— D. T. M. 



 

 
 8 



 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Adversary, the 
Devil 

 

“Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, as a 
roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, whom 
resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are 

accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.” 
— I Peter 5:8–9  

 

The historic Gospel pericope for Invocavit, the First Sunday in Lent, is 
Matthew 4:1–11, the Temptation of our Lord Jesus in the wilderness.  
The adversary in Christ’s temptation was Satan, or the devil.  The devil 
is also our adversary.  Our theme text, I Peter 5:8–9, tells us that we 
should always be on guard because our adversary, the devil, is always 
seeking to devour our soul and that we should resist him in steadfast 
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Christian faith. 
The Apostle begins with this sober warning: “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8).  The Apostle calls upon 
each of us to be on constant guard against our chief spiritual enemy, the 
adversary of our soul, the devil.  He also exhorts us to be “sober.”  This 
term refers to mental self-control, being calm and collected in spirit, 
spiritually focused and attentive.  It is sometimes used in contrast to 
being asleep or drunk: “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let 
us watch and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, 
be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love and, for an helmet, 
the hope of salvation” (I Thessalonians 5:6–8).  Note the action men-
tioned here: putting on spiritual armor in preparation for battle and be-
ing ready to fight with the necessary equipment to win the battle.  This 
spiritual readiness and preparation was also stressed by the Apostle Pe-
ter earlier in his first epistle when he said: “Wherefore gird up the loins 
of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:13).  This is also 
the proper attitude we should have as we await Judgment Day. In chap-
ter four Peter warns, “The end of all things is at hand.  Be ye therefore 
sober, and watch unto prayer” (v. 7).  
 
Closely allied to this soberness is vigilance.  This term refers to the 
state of being alert.  Originally the word was derived from a word 
which means to have been roused from sleep, to be awake.  To be 
“vigilant” is to be alert, watchful, and on guard.  Our Lord used this 
word in admonition to the three disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane: 
“‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.  Tarry ye here, and 
watch with Me…’ And He cometh unto the disciples and findeth them 
asleep, and saith unto Peter, ‘What, could ye not watch with Me one 
hour?  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation!  The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak’” (Matthew 26:38, 40–41).  The 
Apostle Paul uses this term which is translated “watch” in admonishing 
the Ephesian pastors: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves and to all 
the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.  
For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock.  Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them.  
Therefore watch, and remember that by the space of three years I 
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:28–
31).  This use of the word is a clear parallel to its use in our title-text 
since danger to souls is the theme.  Pastors and laymen alike are to be 
on the lookout for grievous wolves and the predator of souls, the devil.  
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Paul admonishes us all: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men, be strong” (I Corinthians 16:13).  “Continue in prayer, and watch 
in the same with thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).  Just as a shepherd 
must watch, alert to all predators, and as a soldier on guard duty must 
watch for every intrusion by the enemy, every Christian must also be 
alert and on guard, watchful and prepared. 
 
The spiritual danger is real “because your adversary, the devil, as a 
roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 
5:8).  In the Holy Land the lion was the top predator, the king of 
beasts.  “A lion…is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for 
any” (Proverbs 30:30).  Scripture speaks of the characteristics of the 
lion as a predator, referring to his fierceness, his great strength, his 
stalking ability, his great appetite for prey, his boldness, his lying in 
wait in secret places and sudden attacks, his roar as he strikes fear in 
his prey, his teeth and claws as terrible weapons, and his tearing of his 
prey into pieces.  If one reads the words which describe the lion as a 
predator, no one should underestimate the danger a lion poses.  The 
devil is likened unto a “roaring lion” in our text.  He is the top predator 
of souls who “walketh about seeking whom he may devour,”  stealthily 
and patiently stalking his intended prey.  Who is his intended prey?  
You are!  He is called “your adversary.”  The term “adversary” is a 
court term: an opponent in a lawsuit, the one who is against you in 
court.  The Hebrew word “Satan” means “adversary.”  In our text he 
is also called “the devil.”  The word “devil” means “false accuser, 
slanderer.”  In Revelation 12 we find Satan called “the accuser of our 
brethren” (v. 10).  Dr. Luther speaks of this work of the devil and how 
he handled him:  
 

When the devil comes during the night to plague me, I give him 
this answer:  Devil, I must sleep now; for this is God’s command: 
Work during the day, sleep at night.  If he does not stop to vex me 
but faces me with my sins, I reply: Dear devil, I have heard the 
record. But I have committed still more sins which do not even 
stand in your record.  Put them down, too…  If he still does not 
stop accusing me as a sinner, I say to him in contempt:  Holy Sa-
tan, pray for me!  You never have done anything evil and alone are 
holy.  Go to God and acquire grace for yourself.  If you want to 
make me righteous, I tell you:  Physician, heal yourself.  (Plass, 
What Luther Says, #1191, Vol. I, pp. 403–404). 

Luther, in sarcastic mockery, treats the devil with utter contempt!  The 
devil tries to get us to despair over our sins and loves to accuse us.  Re-
member how he slandered Job before God?  “Then Satan answered the 
Lord, and said, ‘Doth Job fear God for nought?  Hast not Thou made 
an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on 
every side?  Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance 
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is increased in the land.  But put forth Thine hand now and touch all 
that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face’” (Job 1:9–11).  In 
Zechariah 3 we read: “And he showed me Joshua the high priest stand-
ing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand 
to resist him.  And the Lord said unto Satan, ‘The Lord rebuke thee, O 
Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee!  Is not 
this a brand plucked out of the fire?’  Now Joshua was clothed with 
filthy garments and stood before the Angel.  And He answered and 
spake unto those that stood before Him, saying, ‘Take away the filthy 
garments from him.’  And unto him He said, ‘Behold, I have caused 
thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head.’  So they 
set a fair mitre upon his head and clothed him with garments.  And the 
Angel of the Lord stood by” (v. 1–5).  Satan stands “to resist [us],” but 
God intervenes and rebukes him!  Our Lord says, “The Lord rebuke 
thee” (v. 2).  Here Christ is our Advocate.  He is the solution to Satan’s 
attacks, as it is written: “My little children, these things write I unto you 
that ye sin not.  And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ, the righteous.  And He is the Propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I 
John 2:1–2).  Our Savior takes off from us all our filthy garments, those 
sinful rags of human righteousness.  (“All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags,” Isaiah 64:6). He gives us a “change [of] raiment” and a 
“fair mitre” or crown, clothing us in His perfect righteousness.  It is 
written of our Savior, our faithful witness in God’s court: He “loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and His Father” (Revelation 1:5b–6a).  Satan 
may howl and roar, hoping to strike fear and terror in our hearts with 
his accusations, but he cannot successfully accuse us because the Gos-
pel assures us that all our sins have been paid for in full by Christ, and 
that we stand in perfect, white robes of righteousness before God, be-
cause our Savior kept the Law perfectly in our place.  When Satan tries 
to use the Law against us, we should reply with Romans 10:4: “Christ 
is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that believeth.”  
When Satan accuses us of sin, we can reply with I Timothy 1:15: “This 
is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”  James tells us: 
“Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you” (James 4:7).   
 
How we are to resist him is clear: We are to use the one weapon 
stronger than Satan — God’s Word!  “For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high plac-
es.  Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
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able to withstand in the evil day and, having done all, to stand.  Stand, 
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod with the preparation of 
the Gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And take the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God” (Ephesians 6:12–17).  The Word of God gives us all we need to 
battle this roaring lion.  Against all Satan’s accusations we are assured 
that not one of them shall prevail in God’s court!  It is written, “What 
shall we then say to these things?  If God be for us, who can be against 
us? He that spared not His own Son but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect?  It is God that justifieth.  Who is 
he that condemneth?  It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh interces-
sion for us…   For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 8:31–34, 38–39). 
 
We must be on constant guard against Satan because he is constantly 
stalking us.  Read what Luther remarks about the stealth of the devil: 
 

And here mark well that he [Peter] says, “The devil goeth about.”  
He does not pass before your eyes when you are armed against 
him but explores the situation in front and behind, within and 
without, to determine where he may attack you.  If he now tries 
you here, he will quickly turn there and attack you in another 
place.  He charges from one side to the other and employs every 
kind of cunning and trick to seduce you.  Although you are well 
armed in one place, he will attack you at another; and if he cannot 
overthrow you at that point either, he will yet again assault you 
somewhere else.  Thus he never gives up, but he circles around 
you and never lets you rest in peace.  Therefore we are fools and 
pay no attention; we go on without watching.  This makes it easy 
for him to gain ground in us.  (Ibid., #1176, Vol. I, pp. 399–400). 

 
Always remember how Christ defeated the devil for us by paying for all 
our sins!  It is written: “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having 
forgiven you all trespasses, blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to His cross.  And having spoiled principalities and pow-
ers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in 
it” (Colossians 2:13–15).  We also triumph over Satan and his demon–
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angels in the cross!  We know: “He that committeth sin is of the devil; 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil” (I 
John 3:8).  He bruised the head of the serpent with a mortal blow on the 
cross:  “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same, that through 
death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14–15). 
 
The devil seeks “whom he may devour.”  Remember how Peter fell?  
He refused to listen to Christ’s direct warning and put his trust in him-
self!  “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.’  And he said unto Him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with Thee, 
both into prison and to death.’  And He said, ‘I tell thee, Peter, the cock 
shall not crow this day before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou 
knowest Me’” (Luke 22:31–34).  Peter failed to heed this warning 
against self trust.  “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall” (I Corinthians 10:12).  Peter did not do what he ex-
horts us to do: “Resist [him] steadfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the 
world” (I Peter 5:9).  Remaining strong, firm and unmovable in the 
Christian faith is the only way we can withstand and resist the devil.  

We “fight the good fight” (I Timo-
thy 6:12) by “holding faith and a 
good conscience” (I Timothy 1:19) 
and by remaining “established in 
the faith” (Acts 16:5a).  Jude ex-
horts us all: “Beloved, when I gave 
all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was need-
ful for me to write unto you and 
exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints” (v. 
3).  This usage of the word “faith” 
refers to the Christian faith to which 
we hold, namely, the holy doctrine 
of God’s Word.  We remain stead-
fast in doctrine by God-wrought 

faith, that is, confidence in the same.  Paul exhorts Timothy: “Continue 
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou 
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hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” (II Timothy 3:14–15). 
 
Remember how Satan misquoted God’s Word when he tempted and 
deceived Eve?  We are not to be ignorant of his devices and his tactics, 
as he tries to deceive and seduce us.  He tried the same tactic with 
Christ as he did with Eve by misquoting a portion of Scripture in the 
wilderness-temptation (cf. Matthew 4:1ff.).  His masterwork today re-
mains the Antichristian papacy, a monument to the perversion of God’s 
Word.   The Antichrist is described in Scripture as  “him, whose coming 
is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying won-
ders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish 
because they received not the love of the truth that they might be 
saved” (II Thessalonians 2:9–10).  Mark well that all those who fall 
victim to the Pope and his lies do so because “they received not the love 
of the truth.”  And the result?  “That they all might be damned who be-
lieved not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (II Thessalo-
nians 2:12).  Therefore, to resist Satan and all his deceptions requires 
belief in “the truth,” the truth of God’s Word (John 17:17).  This is 
why Satan constantly attacks God’s Word.  If he can get a person to 
forsake the Word of God, “the sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17b), 
then that person has no weapon to use against him! 
 
Christ taught us to cite Scripture against Satan when He replied, “It 
is written” as the authoritative refutation to every one of Satan’s 

deceptions (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10).  
The devil knows that, as long as we 
wield God’s Word, we will have a 
weapon victorious over him, which 
is why he constantly works to get us 
to forsake God’s Word.  Our Lord, 
therefore, admonishes us: “If ye 
continue in My Word, then are ye 
My disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free” (John 8:31b–32).  
The Word of God frees us from all 
bondage!  Through the Gospel, we 
are no longer enslaved to sin, death, 
hell or Satan!  And through the 
same Word, we are set free from 

error! 
 
We resist the devil by remaining steadfast in the Christian faith, know-
ing that the same afflictions we are enduring are also being endured by 
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our Christian brethren throughout the world.  As long as we are in the 
world, we face our common adversary and must endure much tribula-
tion (Acts 14:22; II Timothy 3:12).  These are “the sufferings of this 
present time” (Romans 8:18).  Our Lord had to endure the onslaughts 
of Satan; so we too must share in such sufferings (Philippians 3:10; I 
Peter 4:13), confident of our victory because of His victory over them 
in our place (Cf. Hebrews 2:18).  Our common foe will not give up in 
his attempts to devour us, but our faithful God will deliver us from his 
hungry jaws!  Peter concludes his first epistle with that certainty in the 
two verses immediately following our title-text: “But the God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you.  To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (I 
Peter 5:10–11).  And the Apostle Paul tells the Roman Christians,  “The 
God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly” (Romans 
16:20a).  Here we see that, as Christians, we have the same victory over 
Satan as our Lord Jesus Christ!  Let us live in that victory, by faith, eve-
ry day for His Name’s sake! 
 

— E. J. W. 
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“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem…”  — Luke 18:31–34 

On Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, we marked the beginning of anoth-
er holy Lenten season —a period of six weeks during which we give 
special attention to the study of our Savior’s Great Passion, His suffer-
ing and death for the sins of the world.  And the dear Savior bids us, as 
He bade His disciples, to “behold” with eyes of faith riveted upon His 
precious Word the entire scenario of His bitter passion — what all He 
had to endure and why — in order to win reconciliation with God for 
sinful mankind, to “behold” how all the things that were written of Him 
by the prophets were “accomplished” for our redemption, justification 
and salvation.  This year again we eagerly take up this study in our con-
gregations, “looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our 
faith” (Hebrews 12:2), some of us in special Midweek Lenten medita-
tions and some in Lenten texts chosen for the sermons in our Sunday 
worship services.  In either case — or perhaps in both — we are privi-
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leged to “behold” with our eyes focused upon the Scriptures the fact 
that Jesus’ vicarious atonement had been God’s plan for the re-
demption of the world already in  eternity and that, far from being a 
well-kept secret, He had made it known in divine prophecy  down 
through the whole Old Testament.  Then, in “the fulness of the 
time” (Galatians 4:4), those prophecies were fulfilled to the letter in 
Jesus’ bitter Passion; and “the grace of God that bringeth salva-
tion,” God’s grace to fallen mankind in Christ, “hath appeared to 
all men” (Titus 2:11) in the message of the Gospel that has gone 
forth into all the world (Romans 10:18). 
 
In preparation for this holy Lenten season, for our own learning and 
admonition, we “behold” in the title-text before us the Lord Jesus lov-
ingly taking aside His disciples to give them a preview of the events 
that lay ahead for Him, to show them what all would be done to Him in 
Jerusalem, and to explain why all these things had to be accomplished.  
And yet, in spite of Jesus’ clear words and explanation, the poor disci-
ples simply didn’t get the point; they didn’t understand; they didn’t 
SEE!  They were suffering from spiritual nearsightedness and dullness 
which kept them from “beholding” or seeing the true nature of His re-
demptive work on their behalf, now soon coming to its full accomplish-
ment in His suffering and death on the cross.  As we now also find our-
selves confronted with Jesus’ Great Passion in this holy season of Lent, 
let us examine, for our own warning and benefit, the reasons why the 
spiritually blind do not recognize their own Redeemer in the picture that 
Jesus sets before us. 
 
The blindness from which Jesus’ disciples suffered was not total blind-
ness (or the absence of saving faith), but a partial spiritual blindness or 
visual handicap, as it were, because of which the full knowledge of the 
truth was impaired.  For Jesus’ disciples were indeed true believers in 
Him, having been called, enlightened and sanctified by His Holy Spirit 
through the Gospel.  And they clung to Him in simple, childlike faith, 
though at times its weakness brought them to the point of real jeopardy 
and even to temporary loss of faith itself (as in Peter’s case). 
 
All of us, because of the weakness and perverseness of our flesh (Cf. 
Romans 7:18ff.), suffer from spiritual blindness to some degree or oth-
er, inasmuch as we do not perfectly know, rightly understand, and fully 
appreciate every single truth of God’s Holy Word;  and, because of that 
very weakness in our spiritual sight and the stubbornness of our flesh, 
we often find ourselves not all that interested in becoming enlightened, 
in learning more, in searching the Scriptures, and growing in grace.  
Consequently, some of that blindness remains and handicaps our faith, 
actually endangering it and making us an easy prey for Satan!  That’s 
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precisely why we must apply to our blindness the precious “eye salve” 
of the Gospel to heal and strengthen our eyes of faith (Revelation 3:18), 
and pray in humble faith with the Psalmist: “Open Thou mine eyes, that 
I may behold wondrous things out of Thy Law!” (119:18), lest we re-
main blind to certain precious truths and at length, God forbid, fail even 
to see and recognize our precious Redeemer!  For this was the terrible 
jeopardy into which the disciples placed themselves when they blindly 
resisted the fulfillment of divine prophecy in Jesus, the Messiah, in 
spite of His longsuffering and painstaking efforts to help them see! 
 
We read in our title-text: “Then He took unto Him the twelve, and 
said unto them, ‘Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and all things that 
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man shall be ac-
complished.’”  Jesus had now taught these dear disciples of His for 
about three years; and, in the process of patiently instructing them 
concerning His person and work, He had shown them in detail how 
the prophecies of the Old Testament about the promised Messiah to 
come actually pointed to Him.  He had talked about Moses and said, 

“He wrote of Me.”  He had spo-
ken of Isaiah, David, Jonah, and 
the other prophets who had 
served as the mouthpieces of 
God Himself to foretell the com-
ing of His A nointed One, the Re-
deemer of Israel.  And yet, as 
they now set out on their last 
journey together, headed for the 
city of Jerusalem and the fulfill-
ment of all these prophecies in 
Jesus’ impending passion, we 
read that “they understood none 
of these things.”  Although they 
had learned most of these won-
derful prophecies from their 
youth up (as have most of US — 
Cf. II Timothy 3:15), and had 

heard them clearly applied to JESUS in His very own words; and, 
although they had confessed Him to be “the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matthew 16:16; John 6:69),  they suddenly went 
blind, as it were, to the real significance of all these prophecies; 
and they failed to see Jesus, their Redeemer, revealed in these words of 
Holy Scripture! 
 
The Jews of our day and time still do not recognize Jesus of Nazareth as 
the true Messiah of God, because they do not see Him in the Old Testa-
ment prophecies.  They are, of course, totally blind, inasmuch as they 
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reject Him outright in unbelief, and continue to close eyes, ears, and 
heart to “Moses and the prophets” (Luke 16:29, 31), to His precious 
Word, which is able to save their souls!  They regard Isaiah chapter 53, 
for example, as referring to the suffering of the Jewish people at the 
hands of their enemies, rather than as what it in fact is, namely, a 
prophecy of the Messiah’s vicarious atonement for the sins of the 
world.  —Now we might expect that kind of perversion of Scripture, 
even of their own acknowledged Scriptures, from the unbelieving 
Jews, but from Jesus’ own disciples??  —Oh, how even the slightest 
degree of spiritual blindness can endanger our faith if left to grow 
like spreading cataracts to close out the precious light of God’s pure 
Word!!  Let us, therefore, enabled by God’s Holy Spirit through His 
powerful Word, vigorously fight against any inclination on our own 
part to be complacent and indifferent about our growth in grace and 
Christian knowledge, lest by such despisal of the Means of Grace 
we, too, fall prey to even greater blindness, lose sight of our Re-
deemer altogether in the glorious prophecies of His Word, and have 
it one day written of us:  “They understood none of these things, 
neither knew they the things which were spoken.” 
 
But there is in the verses of our title-text another reason why the 
spiritually blind do not recognize their own Redeemer, and that is 
that they find His entire suffering and death repugnant and disgust-
ing, so that they look away from His cross and thus lose sight of the 
price He paid to reconcile us vile, unworthy and wretched sinners to 
His heavenly Father! 
 
The unregenerate children of this world, who suffer from total 
spiritual blindness in their  unbelief, r efuse to admit even their  
need for a Savior, a Redeemer; for they rely upon their own good-
ness, merit, and worthiness for favor with God.  They are so utterly 
oblivious to their wretched spiritual condition in His holy sight that, 
even when staring into the flawless mirror of God’s indicting Law, 
they see no sin, no shame, no iniquity in themselves whatsoever — 
certainly nothing worthy of damnation at any rate! 
Now if even the fierceness of God’s Law will not crush their pride and 
soften their hardness of heart (Jeremiah 23:29) and bring them to their 
knees in terror of His punishment (I Kings 18:39; I Chronicles 21:16-
17; etc.), what effect indeed will the Gospel have on such people??  The 
Bible tells us that the precious good news of Christ’s vicarious atone-
ment for the sins of the world is “foolishness” to the Greeks and a 
“stumblingblock” to the Jews (I Corinthians 1:23).  They feel no need 
for it, and they utterly reject it in unbelief as silly, ridiculous, complete-
ly unnecessary, and even disgusting!  Thus they blind themselves “lest 
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
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should shine unto them,” St. Paul writes in II Corinthians 4:4.  Is it any 
wonder, then, that the writer to the Hebrews exhorts US, saying,  “Take 
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is 
called Today, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin!  For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence steadfast unto the end!” (3:12–14).  May God grant that 
to us for Jesus’ sake, as we continue in His Word to grow in grace and 
strength of faith by the power of the Holy Ghost unto life everlasting! 
 
But we note yet from our title-text that, although the disciples’ blind-
ness and dullness had not yet destroyed their faith, it had weakened 
them severely, so that “they understood none of these things.”  They 
were literally teetering on the very brink of disaster, so that even as Je-
sus was being arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, “all the disci-
ples,” the Bible tells us, “forsook Him and fled” (Matthew 26:56; 
Mark 14:50).  In their weakness they could not bear to see their beloved 
Master so mistreated, abused, and tortured, even though Jesus had tried 
to prepare them and to strengthen them well ahead of time.  In their 
blindness, they blocked out from their understanding, so that they could 
not see it in their mind’s eye, what Jesus was so clearly describing here 
in our title-text, speaking about Himself:  “He shall be delivered to the 
Gentiles, and shall be mocked and spitefully entreated, and spitted on; 
and they shall scourge Him, and put Him to death; and the third day He 
shall rise again.”  Not only had the disciples failed to see Jesus as their 
suffering Redeemer and Savior in the prophecies of the Old Testa-
ment; they even looked away with revulsion from Jesus’ own prophe-
cy of the very same things!  For  a scourged, mocked, crucified Sub-
stitute-for-sinners (as Isaiah had so clearly described Him in his 53rd  
chapter) was inconsistent in their blind thinking with the glorious earth-
ly Messiah they had envisioned, their Savior from the Romans, their 
Meal-ticket through life, and the ready Healer of their bodies —even 
more valuable than a Physician of their souls! 
 
No wonder the Savior had spoken so sharply to Peter in rebuke of this 
very thinking —just after that disciple had boldly confessed Jesus to be 
“the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16)!   For when 
Jesus began to show the disciples then already how He would have to 
go up to Jerusalem to suffer and die and be raised again the third day 
(just as He repeated the same thing here in our title-text), “Peter took 
Him,” Matthew tells us, “and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Be it far 
from Thee, Lord!  This shall not be unto Thee!’  But [Jesus] turned and 
said unto Peter, ‘Get thee behind Me, Satan!  Thou art an offense unto 
Me!  For thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be 
of men!!’”  And yet, even after that sharp rebuke, in which the Lord 
warned that this blind, worldly kind of thinking was the devil’s 
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work, yet now, just before Jesus’ passion, these disciples still 
“understood none of these things; and this saying was hid from 
them; neither knew they the things which were spoken.”  —And that 
blindness stuck with them  even after Jesus’ mighty resurrection 
from the dead, when He called them “fools and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25) —yea, to 
the very day of His ascension into heaven forty days later when they 
supposed He would at that time “restore again the kingdom to Isra-
el” (Acts 1:6) as some kind of temporal Messiah!  Not until the Ho-
ly Spirit powerfully removed the stubborn spiritual cataracts from 
their eyes on the Day of Pentecost did they truly understand the 
“plan of salvation” and its necessary cost to their Redeemer! 
 
Now we too, in all honesty and humility, must confess ourselves as 
well to be “fools” and often so “slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken.”  For, due to the weakness of our old sinful 
flesh, we frequently find ourselves groping about in spiritual nearsight-
edness to understand things concerning our salvation, looking often in 
all the wrong places to find the sayings that seem hidden from our eyes, 
and, at the same time, reluctant to study, to search, to grow, and to 
abound in the priceless wisdom of God’s Word!  Like so many who are 
spiritually blind to divine truths, we often imagine ourselves in our 
foolishness to be fully sighted in spiritual matters, adequately knowl-
edgeable concerning the doctrines of Holy Scripture, and keen in our 
spiritual insight —so much so that we don’t need to grow!  We often 
delude ourselves into thinking that we can be our own authority, our 
own guide, our own teacher.  Yes, sinful pride is Satan’s tool, whereby 
he creates and nurtures just such attitudes in the heart of many a Chris-
tian!  And the really sad thing about the blindness he creates is that it is 
so deceptive!  “Wherefore,” writes Paul to the Corinthians (and also to 
us), “let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed, lest he fall!” (I Corin-
thians 10:12).  The nearsighted person who rejects diagnosis and refus-
es to wear glasses thinks that he can see just fine!  Not until he falls on 
his face does he recognize just how blind he has been!  And for some, 
that knowledge comes too late; for Satan has already devoured them, 
and they are lost eternally! 
 

And so, as the Savior comes to us this Lenten season and invites us:  
“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem” —to witness once again in the pages 
of His Holy Word what great things He has done for us and for our sal-
vation—  instead of despising the age-old Passion History, the summary 
of the Gospel accounts of His great sufferings, as something “we know 
already” (having heard it from our youth); instead of passing off special 
Lenten meditations, sermons, and services as so much “rehash” of “old 
material,” let us learn from our title-text to relish the Savior’s instruc-
tion and to pray as we hear and study and learn and grow in His grace:  
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“Open Thou [our] eyes!” (Psalm 119:18); “Lord, increase our 
faith!” (Luke 17:5). 
 

Lord, in loving contemplation 
fix our hearts and eyes on Thee 
till we taste Thy full salvation 
and Thine unveiled glory see! 

(TLH 155, 5) 
         

— D. T. M. 
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Interim Report of the 
Committee On Missions 

 
“Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord; 

 walk as children of light.”  —Ephesians 5:8 
 

Before their  conversion, all Christians were in spir itual darkness (I 
Peter 2:9b), spiritual blindness (I Corinthians 2:9a), and spiritual death 
(Ephesians 2:1b), but following their conversion, all Christians are in 
spiritual light (I Peter 2:9b); they have eyes which “see” (Matthew 
13:16a) “Jesus [as] the Author and Finisher” (Hebrews 12:2a) of their 
saving faith in Him as the “one Mediator between God and men, …who 
gave Himself a ransom for all” (I Timothy 2:5-6a), and they have “the 
gift of God, [which] is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23b).  Do Christians themselves deserve any credit 
for this astounding work of conversion?  Absolutely not!  Listen to the 
Holy Ghost (II Peter 1:21) speak to all Christians of all time in these 
words from Ephesians 2: “By grace are ye saved, through faith; and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (vv. 8-9).      
 
In unending gratitude for the “riches of [God’s] grace” (Ephesians 
1:7b), all Christians have the privilege (I John 4:19) and the 
“opportunity” (Galatians 6:10a) to “walk as children of light” (Ephesians 
5:8b), in order to “show forth the praises of Him who hath called [them] 
out of darkness into His marvelous light, which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of God; which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy” (I Peter 2:9b-10), “which He shed on 
[them] abundantly through Jesus Christ, [their] Savior” (Titus 3:6).  This 
“walk as children of light” involves walking “in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet-smelling savor” (Ephesians 5:2).  Therefore, “whoso hath this 
world’s good and seeth his brother have need and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth” (I John 3:17-18).  
 
In our Conference, we have needy brethren in the Orthodox Lutheran 
Church of Ekaterinburg (Russia) and in St. Mark’s Evangelical Luther-
an Church (Sauk Village, Illinois).  Both of these local congregations 
are receiving monthly subsidies from our Conference to help them in 
their need.  This is one very small way in which we can “walk as chil-
dren of light.”  What is the up-to-date report from these two sister con-
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gregations? 
 
 # Ekaterinburg – The Money Gram subsidy transactions have 
been going through without a “glitch,” right up to this current month 
(February).  Pastor Schurganoff’s health is a continuing concern.  His e-
mail of February 16 gave this brief report on his physical health: “The 
past few months my health has deteriorated.”  This was confirmed in 
his monthly reports for December and January, which show that the 
congregation’s Worship Services for December 11 and 25, as well as 
for January 15 and 29, were cancelled due to their pastor’s unspecified 
“illness.”  Mr. Alex Popoff, a member of St. John’s, Lebanon, Oregon, 
is our Conference translator for any documents which need to be trans-
lated from English to Russian or from Russian to English.  At the pre-
sent time, Mr. Popoff is working on translating from Russian into Eng-
lish the answers given by Pastor Schurganoff to questions addressed to 
him concerning his health, questions drafted by the Committee on Mis-
sions for its current and accurate information and, for the convenience 
of Pastor Schurganoff, translated into Russian by Mr. Popoff.  Concern-
ing these health issues, we take great comfort in the reassuring, certain 
words of our gracious and compassionate God: “We know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28);  “Whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6a). 
 
 # Sauk Village – This congregation, located in a south suburb 
of Chicago, has reported to the undersigned that it is doing “fine” with 
the monthly subsidy so far in this fiscal year (June through May).  This 
is an unexpected blessing from our heavenly Father, especially when 
we consider that St. Mark’s, on its own, asked for a lowering of its 
monthly subsidy by $200.00 at our June 2011 Convention.  Our re-
sponse to this report is the response expressed in Psalm 118: “O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, because His mercy endureth for-
ever” (v. 1).      
       
We also have needy brethren in Nigeria, but these Nigerian congrega-
tions do not receive any monthly subsidy.  However, when a special or 
urgent need does arise on their end, we assist them as we are able on this 
end.  An example of such an urgent need was the cost for the hospitali-
zation of Pastor Wariboko (who subsequently died  as a result of a taxi 
crash), plus the lengthy hospital stay for his daughter, Anthonia, who 
was with her father in that terrible accident.  We appealed to our United 
States congregations for help in paying the extensive hospital bill.  They 
responded generously; and, in an October 13th e-mail, Pastor Fyneface 
reported that the hospital bills had been paid in full (with contributions 
toward those bills also coming from those Nigerian congregations which 
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were able to assist Mrs. Wariboko in defraying them).  Incidentally, 
Mrs. Wariboko and her children have expressed great gratitude and ap-
preciation for our financial assistance in her unexpected need.   
 
Approximately four months ago, two men from these Nigerian congre-
gations (one of them a seminary student) were kidnaped.  Both men 
were married, with children.  As of February 17th, Pastor Fyneface 
wrote that “no news” has been received regarding their whereabouts, 
that is, their families (and all of their dear Nigerian brethren) do not 
know whether they are dead or still living.  We “weep with them that 
weep” (Romans 12:15b).  May our Nigerian brethren, especially the 
families of the two men, remember that our God “cannot lie” (Titus 
1:2) when He promises that “all things work together for good to them 
that love God” (Romans 8:28).            
 
Let us, with “the love of Christ constrain[ing] us” (II Corinthians 
5:14a), continue “by love [to] serve one another” (Galatians 5:13c) 
according to the light and lamp of God’s Word (Psalm 119:105) in the 
days ahead! 
 

— R. J. L. 
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Celebrating Fifty Years 

in the Pastoral Office 
 

On June 25th this past summer, our dear brother, 
the Rev. David G. Redlin of Tucson, Arizona, 
marked his fiftieth anniversary in the Lord’s 
service as a Lutheran pastor.  Since he had 
come into our Conference in 1991 by colloquy 
as the pastor of Good Shepherd Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, an independent congregation 
at the time, and had spent the first thirty years 
of his ministry in the Wisconsin Synod, the date 
of his ordination and installation into the pasto-
ral office was not on our “radar,” so to speak, 
and had regrettably completely escaped our 

attention.  We were all assembled in Oak Forest, Illinois, for the Sixti-
eth Annual Convention of the Conference, June 24-26, fully engrossed 
in our joint work together, when the day came and went without notice.  
And, fully in keeping with Brother Redlin’s humble spirit and unassum-
ing nature, he “failed” to mention it to anyone; and his devoted and 
faithful wife, Susan, never let it slip.  His congregation had been plan-
ning a surprise celebration with a special commemorative service in 
connection with the Festival of the Reformation at the end of October, 
when the pastors generally gather the week before for their Fall Pastoral 
Conference; and Good Shepherd intended to host that pastoral confer-
ence so that his brother pastors and our seminarians could all be present 
for the occasion and participate.  Not realizing this, however, the con-
vention canceled the fall conference this year as a cost-cutting measure; 
and the planned celebration was not mentioned — so as not to spoil the 
surprise. 
 
When the congregation on October 5th announced its commemoration 
plans, it was too late for most everyone to arrange for travel on short 
notice; and the brethren in Tucson graciously postponed the “secret” 
event to November 20th.  As it turned out, only the Conference Presi-
dent was able to attend; and the congregation asked him to preach for 
the occasion.  It was a joyous celebration indeed, and the well-kept se-
cret was divulged to Pastor Redlin only the week before. 
 
For the well-attended service, Pastor Redlin served as liturgist; and 
President Mensing preached on Hebrew 13:7, taking as his theme: 
Let Us Remember Our Faithful Pastors — I. …because of their God-
ordained office, II. …because of their God-ordained message, and 
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III. …because of their God-ordained doc-
trine and faithful practice.  A special 
choir, composed chiefly of the children of 
the congregation, sang Luther’s beloved 
hymn, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy 
Word!”; and the service concluded with the 
reading of congratulatory messages from the 
pastors and congregations of our Confer-
ence.  Thereafter a sumptuous dinner was 
served by the ladies of the congregation, and 
a special retrospective was presented during 
the afternoon tracing Pastor Redlin’s career 
as a Christian pastor and celebrating fifty 
years of the Lord’s gracious blessings.  He 

was given a beautiful commemorative plaque and a special album filled 
with memorabilia.  Throughout all of the tributes read from letters and 
delivered orally by members and guests, the aspect of Pastor Redlin’s 
ministry most often mentioned and notably stressed was his unflinching 
adherence to God’s Word, both in doctrine and in practice, many a time 
in the face of great difficulties and adversities, and his people’s sincere 
love and gratitude to him for holding them, by God’s grace and with 
His neverfailing help, to its precious truth.  We all join them in grateful 
thanksgiving to the Lord of the Church for His abiding grace, help, 
strength and faithfulness to our dear brother and friend, Pastor David G. 
Redlin! 
 
Pastor Redlin was born to Pastor Gerhard Redlin and Wilhelmina Loef-
fler on January 30, 1935 in Watertown, Wisconsin.  His early childhood 
years were spent under his father’s watchful eyes at parochial schools in 
Crete, Illinois and Watertown, Wisconsin.  He attended high school at 
Northwestern Preparatory School, also in Watertown; and in 1958, he 
graduated from Northwestern College at the same campus in Water-
town.  He then studied for the ministry at the  Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Mequon, graduating in 1961.  He 
was ordained and installed on June 25, 1961, in Nebraska, where he 
initially served two congregations as pastor and the next year concur-
rently served as vacancy pastor at Zion in Garrison.  Pastor Redlin had 
a God-given zeal for mission work and helped found several mission 
congregations over the course of his ministry.  In 1963, he received and 
accepted a call to Bisbee, Arizona, and served also as vacancy pastor at 
Douglas.  In 1967, he was called to a congregation in Phoenix, and 
while there also served as vacancy pastor in Tempe and in Casa Grande.  
In 1971, he was called to Good Shepherd Ev. Lutheran Church in Tuc-
son, where by God’s grace he continues to serve as its faithful pastor 
and overseer.  Together with the members of Good Shepherd, Pastor 
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Redlin left the Wisconsin Synod in 1986 for doc-
trinal reasons and remained independent for six 
years, worshiping in the lower level of the par-
sonage on Melpomene Way from 1986-2002.  
Having undergone a colloquy by our Pastoral 
Conference, Pastor Redlin and the congregation 
joined our Concordia Lutheran Conference in 
1991, where we have enjoyed one another’s fel-
lowship now for over twenty years.  In October 
2002, Good Shepherd’s current church building 
was dedicated to the glory of God and with grati-
tude to the Lord for His gracious continued bless-

ings. 
 
Pastor Redlin and his dear wife, Susan, happily celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary in July, 2010; and they, together with four of their 
five grown children and their families, continue to enjoy “the unity of 
the Spirit” (Ephesians 4:3) in the fellowship of Good Shepherd Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in Tucson and as cher-
ished brethren in our Concordia Lutheran Confer-
ence.  May the Lord of the Church continue to 
bless abundantly all of Brother Redlin’s faithful 
labors to the praise of His grace, to His glory 
alone, and for the welfare of His kingdom! 
 

— D. T. M. 
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Churches in Fellowship 
 

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CHURCH OF EKATERINBURG 
Ekaterinburg, Russia 
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor 
P. O. Box 62 
620088 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
E-mail: lutheran@r66.ru 

___________________________ 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Olu-Ama (Kula), Nigeria 
Pastoral Vacancy at present 
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Abule Egba, Lagos, Nigeria 
The Rev. Onesimus Ekele, Pastor 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Idama, Nigeria 
Pastoral Vacancy at present 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Abalama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Elison B. Agborubere, Pastor 
Thompson Compound Abalama 
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. CLEMENT’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Luckyn Kaladokubo, Pastor 
St. Clement Lutheran Church, 
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry 
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 
The Rev. Allenson Karibi Asawo, Pastor 
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Kula, Nigeria 
Pastoral Vacancy at present 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. PAUL’S NYEMONI LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL 
Abonnema, Nigeria 
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and 
The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors 
P. O. Box 123 
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
E-Mail: njohnfyneface@yahoo.co.uk 
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Directory of Member Congregations 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 0 0 South Melpomene  ay, Tucson, A  8 730  Telephone ( 20) 721-7618 
Worship Service .............................  :   a.m. 
Sunday School   Bible Class .......   :   a.m. 
The Rev. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor 
 0 0 South Melpomene  ay, Tucson, A  8 730  ( 20) 721-7618 
E-mail:  david.redlin@ .com 
 

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 171st Place, Oak Forest, IL 60  2-  13 Telephone  (708)  32- 288 
Sunday School   Bible Class .........  :   a.m. 
Worship Service .............................   :   a.m. 
The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
171 1 South Central Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60  2-  13 (708)  32- 03  
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
 

ST.  OHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets, Lebanon, OR  73     Telephone  (  1) 2 8-2  1        
Sunday School   Bible Class .......   :   a.m. 
Worship Service ............................   :   a.m. 
The Rev. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor 
 83 Tangent Street, 

m.l.natterer@comcast.net 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 3 0 South Fountain Street, Seattle,  A  8178  Telephone  (206) 723-1078 
Sunday School   Bible Class ........  :   a.m. 
Worship Service ............................   :   a.m. 
The Rev. EDWARD  . WORLEY, Pastor 
     –   th Avenue South, Seattle,  A  8118  (206) 723-7 18 
E-mail:  rev orley@comcast.net 
 

NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on  
the 1st and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service .............................  :   p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................  :   p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class           :   p.m. 
 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60 11  Telephone  (708) 7 7-68   
Sunday School   Bible Class  ..........  :   a.m. 
Worship Service           .  :   a.m. 
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60 11  (708) 7 7-68   
E-mail:  revbloedel@gmail.com  
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 North Ridgeland Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302  Telephone  (708) 386-6773 
Sunday School   Bible Class      :   a.m. 
Worship Service .........................   :   a.m. 
The Rev. ROBERT  . LIET , Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302  (708) 386- 1   
E-mail:  robertjliet @yahoo.com 
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Jesus, I will ponder now on Thy holy passion. 

With Thy Spirit me endow for such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith may the image cherish 

of Thy suffering, pain and death, that I may not perish. 
 

— TLH 140, 1 


