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Straddling the Fence:
The Admission

of Defeat

AiHe t hat i s not with Me 1is
gat hereth not wi toh—MdtehewslZ3at t er

On October 31st we celebrate the four-hundred ninety-ninth anniversary

of the Lutheran Reformation; and we offer praise and thanks to God for

the stalwart, vocal, active and unflinching stand of Martin Luther and

his faithful brethren for the truth of God& Word, for the name of their
Savior, and for the principles whereby we are made wise unto salvation:
Sol a ScSroil pt uaids®,0 | a , Had Huthdr been a fifence-
sitter,0 even a ftalkerd and fAprotester,0 but only a fiposer;0 if he had not
been a fighter, ready to take on the juggernaut of the Papacy single-
handedly if necessary, armed only with fit h e Swor d of
i Ot (Ephesians 6:17) and prepared to suffer the consequences, even
death, rather than to take one step backward in compromise, in accom-
modation, in fitactical retreatO from the enemy, there would have been

no fireformation0 of the church; and we would still be steeped in soul-
destroying error, captive to it he ¢ o mma n d @ &Matthsw o f
15:9), spiritually enslaved to the very Antichrist (I Thessalonians 2:1-

12) and, following his teachings, on the road to hell!

In his first epistle chapter three, Peter exhorts his readers, including us
Christians today, who have sanctified the Lord God in their hearts by faith,

to stand up for Jesus, to give testimony from conviction and confidence,

with readiness and preparedness, with meekness and Godly fear, in mount-

ing a courageous defense of their faith. Hesays:iSanct i fy t he |
your heart s, and be ready al ways
asketh you a reason of the hgwpe t
15). By way of example, we follow the Lord®& apostles in the Book of Acts

and observe how they conducted themselves as Christian soldiers on the
battlefield of this world. To characterize their work as anything less

would be to diminish it he good foi(lgThniothyo6fl2) f a i
which they so courageously fought and also reduce to a mere ex-

aggeration the Savior® prophecy:iYe s hal | be hated
Na e DdMatthew 24:9), and His prediction: iT he t i me ¢ om
whosoever killeth you widl(ohn 16:0)i n k
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We read in Acts 5 that the apostles were constantly harassed, arrested, and
hauled off to court for preaching and teaching, for healing the sick and
those vexed by the devil, yea, for doing nothing at all unlawful but only that
which was beneficial to their neighbor, both temporally and spiritually. But
by God& grace, they continued to preach, to heal, to testify, to lay it on the
line, no matter what their enemies did or threatened to do to silence them!
The prospect of confrontation did not frighten them, the voices of intimida-
tion did not weaken them, the injunction of the court did not stop them.
They stood their ground and stated the principle that will endure to all
times,the Fi r st  C o nprinéphe thanoweritles the authority of gov-

ernments, popes, princes, and today® synodical officials: iWe ough't

obey God r @&(Abte5R29).t han men

But there is another tactic which has been used by those who find them-
selves in spiritually confrontational situations —a tactic which many
have deemed to be much fiwiser0 and more desirable than meeting the
enemy head-on, taking risks, suffering abuse, and even fbreaking a
sweatO in the battle for principle, in defense of the truth, for conscience
sake, and for the honor of God. It is the tactic employed by Gamaliel
(Acts 5:34ft.), the tactic of sitting on the fence to wait out the battle. To

ma nhyre in this world, —yea, to many who claimtobe Ch r i stb i

many who claim to be Christian t h e o | ,dngeeda to snany who
claimto be L u t h theplagiansd the fart of compromise0 is the wise
and peaceful way to go, especially when religious controversy is in-
volved; and the fiwait-and-see0 attitude is preferred over jumping into
the fray. Nobody gets hurt; everybody gets something. In fact, the
proponents of this tactic claim that much is g a i fra@ndheir inaction;
and they imagine their silent fistand,0 their quiet ficonservatism,0 their
determination merely to fisurvived without getting bloody, to be a
fifight.0 On the contrary, we see from the title-text of our article that,
far from fighting it he go o d © (I Githothy 60l1), faf feoin
standing up with a bold confession of Christ before men (Matthew
10:32), and far from achieving a victory for the cause of God& truth,
spiritual fence-sitting is the admission ofd e f e a t

The advice of Gamaliel in Acts 5:38-39 has often been referred to as
fiwiseO counsel to the Sanhedrin, even fiScriptural0 counsel; and the
Pharisee has been praised for his wisdom. What did he advise?
fiRefrain from these men, and |
wor k be of men, it owi || come

overt bE.3839a). tSorry, Gamalicl, but your profound advice
is what we call today a fino-brainer0 !t doesn@ take a genius to figure
out that fighting against God is a useless and fruitless effort! Rather, let
us view this advice from where Gamaliel was sitting. Gamaliel was flon
the fenced — trying to do a balancing act between what would be a

136

et



fiquick fix0 to the vexing problem of these so-called fiapostlesO [getting
them out of the way once and for all] and the filong term,0 more politi-
cally expedient, tack of fiwait-and-see0 what theyGre up to. After all, by
this time the Christian Church had become a kind of power to be reck-
oned with: 3,000 souls on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41), another
5,000 after the healing of the lame man by Peter and John (Acts 4:4).
And there were, of course, the Romans to consider. After all, the San-
hedrin& hair-brained scheme to pressure Pilate to crucify Jesus of Naz-
areth backfired miserably! Just look at His movement NOW, only three
months after His death and resurrection!

The Sanhedrin was flon the fenceOtoo. They thought they had gotten rid of

Jesus, but they were wrong. They had flexed their muscle at the apostles

and had forbidden them to preach in JesusOName, but that wasn@ working

either. So they hauled the apostles back into court to have them show cause

why they shouldn@ have been held in contempt, and they got a sermon

from Peter! They were fifed up0 !Theyit ook counsel t o
t | (s }3). What else could they do?? —They looked to Gamaliel for
advice. After all, he had the experience; he was a shrewd Pharisee; he had

the degree [fla d o ct or O];ddfhadthdiie e b a vaantoinagn a | |
p e ogi 3d). fiLet® see what HE has to say.0

Instead of doing the RIGHT thing by going to the sacred scrolls and
comparing what the apostles had to say with what iMos es and

p r o potha&l twistten; instead of relying upon the i n f a wikdonbof e
Scripture doctrine, they relied upon the reputation of a mere ma.nAnd

this right after the apostles had told them: iWe ought troa-ob
thehanomen.

Spiritual fence-sitters have a | w dopesthis, allowed themselves to be
influenced and their decisions to be formed by what others told them to
do— Eve by the serpent, Adam by Eve, Lot by the men of Sodom, Aa-
ron by the elders of Israel, King Darius by the presidents of Babylon,
Pilate by the chief priests, King Agrippa by the governor Festus, and so
on. Thus the early Christian Church brought upon itself the Papacy by
relying upon reputation and clout and influence over doctrine. Thus in
O ur 0o wthe oricei omthedox Missouri Synod forsook its solid posi-
tion on the sound doctrine of God& Word and chose to be ruled by a
hierarchy of theologians, so that when laymen wondered what
stand they should take in this or that matter, they relied upon their pas-
tors to decide f o r  (twHetRemhose pastors were f a i torndt, @fl 1
Corinthians 4:2). And pastors, who should have been well-equipped
and unashamed workmen (II Timothy 2:15), well able to judge on the
basisofs 0| a S toskéd potthel sendinary faculty for answers. All
of them, laymen, pastors, and professors alike, with only rare excep-
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tions, were quite content (as evidenced by their silence and lack of deci-
sive action) to follow what the synodical officials and committees
thought, decided, arranged and dictated. Indeed, when many of the
chief and powerful fluminaries0 of the Synod departed and continued to
depart from Scripture, refusing to be corrected, and kept on causing
divisions and offenses contrary to sound doctrine (Romans 16:17), the
rank-and-file followed them firank-and-file;0 and the Synod, at least
from the early fifties, began to decide matters of doctrine and practice
in committees, conferences and conventions by majority vote instead of
by Scriptural unanimity; and this practice continues down to the present
day! Gone wasthe iu ni t y o f0 (Ephésiens 43 pahdrthe tt n a -
N i maof bny mind and one voice (I Corinthians 1:10) with which the
Missouri Synod had spoken in the days of its orthodoxy. And still to-
day, so-called, self-styled ficonservativesO look to men of reputation
for t h edvite, ficonservatives-in-high-places0 who s u r @ill jead
them in the right direction and fisave the Synodoont h eeims, instead
of relying upon the doctrine of God® pure Word to guide and lead
them! No wonder they have what they have today in those large church
bodies!

Never let it be said of YOU, beloved reader, that, just because your pastor

takes such and such a stand on such and such an issue, youdl do the same!

AT r y t hoglJoBn@:i) &s to tviether they are following Scripture and

Scr i pt wefore yoadueambehind them! Dond be a spiritual fence-

sitter, relying upon reputation over doctrine; for that will be your ad-

mission of defeat in the spiritual battle for God®& precious truth that you

must wage and win here in this world! Rather, it a k e € threteal t h
d o c t, r®auhseys, when you make your stand, when you open your
mouth to testify, if or i n doing this thou sh
t hat hoglalimotity H: ) And as to those who depart from that

pure doctrine, the Apostle writes in Romans 16:17, iMar kK t hem w
cause divisions and offenses <con
| e ar n eadv,oti bde dDon& accommodate them; don& fisplit the
differenced with them; don@& just debate with them; and don@ fstay in

and fightd0 windmills with much fisound and fury, signifying noth-

ing0 (Shakespeare). The Apostle Paul& words are as clear as crystal,

and there is NO so-called fitime-elementO either stated or implied in his
directive, fia v 0 i d 0 tliathg@ms you or anyone else a fifty or sixty

year window of 0 p t to @by or to ignore it!

Now, as we go back to Gamaliel® advice, we find that nowhere did he,
fla doct or Oanfexpett bnehe Qdalestament Scriptures, refer
his learned colleagues to the Scriptures. Remember that this was a
s pi r it uhbefore theaShnhedrin, one which should have been
decided on the basis of the Holy Scriptures, which are ipr of i t a b |
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doctrine, for reproof, for corre
that the man of God may be perf ec
w 0 rOKIE Timothy 3:16-17). Yet, Gamaliel referred the members of

the council to two historical cases, that of Theudas and his following of

some four hundred men, and Judas of Galilee at the time of the second

census under Cyrenius and his revolt against the government. Both of

these movements f a i, IGandliel told the Jews; and this Jesus-of-
Nazareth cult could do exactly the same. iLet t hem al one
counsel or this work bogv.d@df men, i

Nowhere did Gamaliel refer his fellow councilmen to the prophecies of

the Old Testament concerning the Messiah, concerning His Gospel
message, concerning His gracious kingdom, concerning His vicarious
atonement, concerning His full and free salvation! For if he h a die

would have led them to a completely different conclusion, namely, fiL e t
them aldnpersdgeaute them; for they

hi gh God! Let us re@emtromli sedr M
throw ourselves upon His mercy,
and do all i n our power to eé@xtend

But, no, Gamaliel wasn@ about to go that far, even though some com-
mentators think that he had come to that conclusion personally. There&
simply no evidence for that proposition in Acts 5. He simply sat on the
fence and treated the filesus movementO historically, suggesting that
it might well be a passing fad!

Now when we study Church history, we don& do it to evaluate our doctri-

nal position and the orthodoxy and viability of our fellowship! THAT

we do on the basisof Sc r i p t uwhieh deashGgpenmit,us to fsit on the

fence0 regarding doctrine and practice, but rather requires us to get OFF

any fifence0 and judge our position according to the only source and stand-

ard of doctrine, faith, and life: The Holy Word of our God! For fii f [ we ]
continues]i nWQrCch,r i BHEN ar e pPHeeellsHi s]
us (John 8:31). That& the standard. —History only shows us in retro-

spect how departure from sound doctrine has been the cause of countless

Adi vi si on so(Romads 16017) fn eharChuecks over the centuries,

that these all have that one feature in common, and that, even though many

sects have been successful in terms of numbers (contrary to Gamaliel&
standard), they are still heterodox, false, pernicious, and dangerous, their
outward success notwithstanding!

Judging by Gamaliel® historical standards, our little fellowship of con-
gregations is not o f  dGleduse we, numerically-speaking, have
fic o me t @ byntlee worlddt reckoning. And if spiritual fence-
sitters look at us in the Concordia Lutheran Conference to see whether
weare io f  @ooftb f  leoking to history instead of to Scripture
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in order to make their judgment, they will come to the w r 0 ¢oigclu-
sion! —What®& your conclusion, dear reader? Do you sit on the fence,
waiting with bated breath to see if our church and Conference and fel-
lowship will fall with the passage of time, waiting for historical eventu-
ality to judge between truth and error, between right and wrong??
May God graciously forbid that you ever fall into that trap of Satan, for
the judgment of Scripture is that we will gets mal | er  ghukt
12:32; 18:8) and | e iaflmential with every passing day (John 16:2) un-

S

m

til the Lord comes; but ihe t hat suhna ol t,ehretd lues neds a

s h a | sl a \bé¢kthtthew 24:13), vindicated not by history, but by the
judgment of Christ Himself according to His Word!

Fence-sitters like Gamaliel, and like the members of the Sanhedrin who
blindly followed his leading, fear to fight. That& why they sit on the
fence in the first place. TheyGe not sure of anything! Using plain
ficommon sense,0 they donG want to Af | @lyta i n s s GEmldl
told the Jews (though they do so in their rejection of Scripture and of
the Savior it reveals to them). But their compromising attitude, like that
of Pilate, who asked Jesus: AWh a t i & makes thetn hISd unwill-
ing to take a stand. Gamaliel® advice, in essence, was just to fiwait it
out.0 Fence-sitters are notorious for that cowardly tack, including all
those former brethren of sixty-five years ago who simply stayed in the
heterodox Missouri Synod, claiming that their motive was to fifight0O
from within, but who in the course of time became leavened with com-
placency and indifference to the truth, mounted no fight at all, and lost
their sense of sight from sitting in the dark, so that now they&e blind
and can& find the exit from their burning building! They&e not fiwiseO
when they operate like Gamaliel!! A person is not fiwiseO when he re-
fuses to bail out of a crashing plane, to ditch a sinking ship, or to flee a
raging inferno, but waits for someone of reputation to advise him, waits
for the lessons of history to teach him what to do, and fears to make a
decision on the basis of sound principles. That& not fiwise,0 that&
plain foolish! It& a recipe for sure disaster. Spiritual fence-sitting is
an admission of defeat, pure and simple. There® no fight in a com-
promiser! He identifies no enemy to confront! He recognizes no objec-
tive for his assault! He sees no purpose for the conflict! There& no hill
to defend! There® no crown to win!

Jesus says in our title-text: iAHe t hat i s not wi th

M e

that gathereth noto(Mathewhl2:30e Wescan@ t t e

have it both ways as C h r i sa$ Ghrastinrss 0 | d Weehaivsto get OFF
the fence and ON our feet spiritually like the dear apostles who, though
they had been severely beaten and commanded that they should NOT speak
in the name of Jesus, their precious Savior, fir e j 0i c[ e d]

counted worthy to suffer shame

in every house, they CEASED RNOT
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God grant US that same courage — the courage of the apostles, the courage
of Luther and his co-workers, the courage of our orthodox fifathersd who by
God® grace and with His neverfailing help marked and avoided the hetero-
dox Missouri Synod in 1951, sixty-five years ago this month, two of them
on Ref or ma t—+ ontompromisihglyt and untiringly to fight the
cause of our dear Savior and His precious Word of Truth for His Name&
sake —and for OUR OWN sake!

Saints and heroes | ong be
firmly on this ground hayv
See their bammer waving o
conquerors t hxr olulghhod.he Sav
Gr ouved hwohledr eon of ol d
fought the faithful and t
Fighwe hgl! |l be victorious
by the blood of Christ ou
Onmufroreheads, bright and g
shines t hd swilWomrelss of
Spear and shield on batt/|
Hi s gr evaet d\aarnee! not vyi el d

(T L H72,2and3)
~ D.T.M.
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Scripture
Alone

Grace
Alone

Faith
Alone
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(Series: Exposition and Application of the Ten Commandments)

I. The First Commandment

AThou shalt have n®--Eeotlub2:3 god

This series on the Ten Commandments, beginning with a timely review

of the First Commandment, is for you and for me. Let us not think that

we have outgrown such a review. The Apostle Peter, imov ed by

| v OGIhRetsrtl:21b), wrote down this exhortation: fil wi || [
negligent to put you al ways
ugh ye kno them and be esfteah
nk it meet, as | othighbodg]ls t o amt i |
by putting yYedMoriemvreemermbmwande.

-0

y be abl e @nfytdesthit onyh alee etalse@s e t h

me mbor(wa.nl2-18 and 15). May this series on the Ten Com-

dments beginning with the First Commandment in this issue of
Concor disat juffwtphebryanfusit i mge men

br acm af éhe divine standards which our Triune God, through His

AWo 10 dPsalm 119:105) of truth, has revealed and made known to us

in the Ten Commandments.

:rgmm-o:r:rmo

H
b
t
t
u
m
r
m
T

What are we to do with God& commandments? As God& fip e ogp(d e

Peter 2:10), we are to use His commandments as a curb, as a mirror,

and as a rule for our Christian lives; we are also to hear His command-

ments as they are set forth in the Scriptures; we are to believe them,

teach them, talk about them, and give them much-needed attention in

our daily lives. This use of God® commandments is so clearly con-

veyed to us in Deuteronomy 6, where Moses, God& writer, said:

AiThese words, which | command the
ach them diligert

ittest in thine

t u | i est down, a

em for a sign upon t

thine eyes, and thou sha

and odgve 6-9).hHere geasek kow God wants us to

make use of His commandments day and night! Some excellent, practi-

cal, and edifying ways to keep God& words before our eyes and hearts

more and more are having daily devotions, placing Scripture verses in

every room in our homes (possibly on walls, tables, desks, countertops,

exterior of cupboards, refrigerator, and freezer, and maybe even on win-

dows), and memorizing passages from God& Word, considering the old

-fashioned, but ever-new method of fiflash cards,0 with the words of the

verse on one side and the Bible location (the address) of the words on
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the other side.

Now let us place before our eyes and hearts the words of God& First
Commandment: AThou shalt have Ma O0Bhisher
AM @ is the only true God: iTher e i s non@ndagitCh-er  (
rinthians 8:4¢c); iThou shalt worship tdamrl yo
shal t tolMatthews4dgOb)y Burthermore, this iM & is the Tri-

une God, as Jesus Himself confirmed in Matthew 28, when He said

to all of His followers: iGo y e t h e r e [fmeke dsciplesofl t e
al | nati ons, t breapnodt zhFea g haenidet lhSE0,n
andft hto IGh 009wt 19). Yes, indeed, without any hesitation,

we can most confidently and most certainly declare on the basis of the

sure foundation of God& Word of fit r @ John 17:17), that this one,

true, and Triune God is:

# Everlasting — iFr om ever |l asting t o e\
G o @(Psalm 90:2b). This one, true, and Triune God is timeless: AO N e
day is with the Lord as a thous
d a0yII Peter 3:8b).

# Unchangeable — fil am t he L orodMaladhi 3:6ah a ng
People can change, but the one, true, and Triune God will ever remain
fit h e Os(Rsabmel02:27a). We can be certain that all the ip r 0 mi s e !
of Go d [in €hrist] iam & e BYes], and [innChri#d]i m
A m e (Il Corinthians 1:20a); iGo d ¢ a n n 0 (Titud 1i2)e

# All-powerful - Wi t h God nothi ngo (Bukeal |
1:37); AWi t h God al | t0 iMatthgwsl 9:2ab). e qano S S |
do and He does do whatever He desires to do according to His divine
wilk iHe hat h done what & @salmElf:3b)Hiele h at
i s abl e t o do exceeding abunda
t h D (Ephesians 3:20a). This almighty God worked directly at the
creation of the world: iHe s p a k e a ndPsaimt33:9w.alsis d o n
also a fact that this almighty God works indirectly, through means, such
as through the means of it h e Go s p @& (Ronafs 1:16al whicls t
fi s the power of God wunto oa&l vat
16b), both creating faith and preserving faith (Romans 10:17; I Peter
1:5). However, the one, true, and Triune God cannot do anything that
would go against His written words and promises in the Holy Scrip-
tures: He cannot do evil; He cannot contradict Himself. The Apostle
Paul declared: Al f we believe not, yet He
deny 1IIfsnetly £:13).

a |

# Just - AA God of truth and without
H & (Deuteronomy 32:4b);iThe Lord i s righteous
holy i n adl(BsalmH#547);Wlohrdkus art not a (
pl easure in wickedness, neither [
shall not stand in Thy sight; Th
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It destroy t hléiesi; tthheatL osrpde awki |lle
ody and O@slme:#d-6);ffilihemani s no r es
s wo RémanGDld), ivengeance i s M ne;
i t h dRoeans 12:19tg. The one, true, and Triune God is a

Judge whose judgments are in perfect conformity with His command-

ments, a Judge who demands of all people ip e r ¢ (Matthew 5:48)
conformity with all of His commandments, and a Judge who will pun-

ish those who fail in even io n e  @(&amen2t10b) to obey perfectly,

to fid 0O (Galatians 3:10c) His commandments perfectly.

s ha
bl o
son
sai

# Merciful -iThe Lord, the Lord God, m
suffering and abundant in goodne:
sands, forgiving i ni guExbdys 34e6:7a); t r
AiWhen the fullness of thHd st,iBaehewa
of a wama&n,under ttoher ekdbewem t hem t h
La(w(Galatlans445a)ﬁCh hath redeemed wus f
t he Lavmadlee iangur $eorf ondCuirsss ewdr iitst e
one that a b qGalat nbla),n'ﬁhltnleenot t h
come to destr oy the Law or the Pr
t o fouMafthew 5t17); AChr i st i s t hdthe @ulfild of
ment of the Law] f or ri ghteousness t o

| i eov(Rotmdms 10:4). Justice and mercy are seemingly contradictory
attributes, but the one, true, and Triune God never, ever contradicts
Himself. These two attributes of God (justice and mercy) are complete-

ly reconciled to each other, totally agreeable with each other, and both
wonderfully harmonious in Christ Jesus, and only in Christ Jesus.

The one, true, and Triune God took out the full force of His justice on

Jesus as the Substitute, the Redeemer, the Savior iund er tt
L advGalatians 4:4) for us and for it h e  w h o0l (IeJohn2@yof d
sinners, so that He, as the one, true, and Triune God, having His justice

fully satisfied by Jesus, could be and was merciful in Christ Jesus to-

ward every single sinner, doing, finishing, and giving to all the marvel-

ous, undeserved, unmerited, and unearned work of ir e conci | i ng
unt o Hi msel footchargmg]t hmmputitm@spésses
F o r [thd ene, true, and Triune God] ma d e [CGhiistfiesus]t o b e s
for us, who knew no sin, t hat we
God i finChristifesus]0 (IT Corinthians 5:19a and 21). We ought

to join the Prophet Jeremiah again and again and again, confessing with

profound thanks and much praise thatii t | s o rmmerec iLeosr
we ar e nofbyHsmuunwdthingbdcause Hi s c¢omg
not ; t hey ar e new every mor ni

n e ¢ (Bamentations 3:22-23). These mercies and compassions from
the one, true, Triune, and faithful God are inseparably connected to and
built on the AS e @ af the woman (Genesis 3:15), the AS e @ af Abra-
ham (Genesis 22:18a), who was and is none other than
AC h roi (Galatians 3:16), it he Lor d o urd (J&keimighht e o
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23:6b). How are these priceless, never-changing, and everlasting mercies
and compassions from the one, true, and Triune God only received, only
enjoyed, and only treasured by needy sinners? There is only one right
answer to this question: iGod s ent  [nthe Son ofNas andShe n
Son of God, Christ Jesus]i ht o t he worl d to co
world through Him might blghe Smeot
Man and the Son of God, Christ Jesus] i s
' ieveth not s on
of the only begett
|l asting |ife, and
of God abad (kb B:18 and3n).

t
n
S

It is this one, true, Triune, everlasting, unchangeable, all-powerful, just,

and merciful God who has said to us in Exodus 20: AT hou s hmd t |
ot hgeorde f MBEv. 3). All other gods in the world, no matter

what their name might be, are nothing gods, are worthless gods, are not

true, but false gods. The Apostle Paul spoke these changeless words of

truth in I Corinthians 8: iWe know t hat an i dol [
and that there isdo(wmde)ne ot her God

Scripture names for us some of these nothing, worthless, false gods, and
teaches us through the € X a nof the @sraelites the great danger of such
gross idolatry:

i nsda(vvll
# Numbers 25 -fAnkds r
commit whore
tersof Moab]c al | ed t he p
p e o pHe people of Israel] d i d e
And | srael j oi nepde
was kindl edo(awgla)i nst | sr ael

# Exodus32-And when the people saw
down out of t he mount, t h
ron and sd& pna kuent ww hhigant s s
as for t his Mos es, t
pt, Wweekwwitot] whndt i s becAmme Aafr ol
d unBoeakemff the go n [
r wives, of your so
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medb.And al | the people brake off
their ears and brought them unto
hand and fashioned it withmalgeay
cal fand tohkgssalbbed:thy gods, O | sr
out of thebAmdhdwhdn Ehayrrpdan saw it,
fore it, and Aaron mbdmomprowl asnaa
the dAAdmdl.t hey rose up early on t
of ferings and brought peace off el
and drink, and trhoe elL aurpd t a Bd awmgteat
thee down, for thy peopl e, whi ch
Egypt, have corrupted themsel ves;
of the way which | commanded t hel
calf and have worshipped it, and
0These be thy gods, O I'srael, whi
| and o8& (vwWEgypt

Why did our God have these tragic events in the lives of His people

written down in Judges 2, Numbers 25, and Exodus 32? The Apostle

Paul answered this question in Romans 15, where we are told:
AiWhat soever things were fwaoriulré @ainn-a
i n[dor our teaching, for our instruction], twheathr ough pat
[enduranceland comf ort of the &Qwx4).iliplt ur e
Corinthians 10, the same apostle said to the Christians at Corinth and to
each of us: iNow al | t hese t hi itlgdsrachtas]p p e
for exampl es, & ooduatdime y jfordurevarming]i t t
upon whom the ends of the worl d
thi nket h thaek esltisesdgddedt\Wh rad flar e, my
| ovfeldge fr o@mv.ildopl4at ry

What are some of the idols, some examples of fine idolatry from which we
should flee in our day-after-day lives, following the clear counsel of the

ong, true, and Triune God: AT h o u s hnad tt lpebrd & € M ®%

# Proverbs3—fiTr ust in the Lordl evan hnatl |
t hiommen nder s b @.r5)d Wemng not to make an idol of our-
selves, trusting in our own understanding when that understanding

is contrary to the Word of God, trusting in our own opinions, thoughts,
and desires when those opinions, thoughts, and desires are contrary to
God& Word. When Jesus, in Matthew 16, began it 0 s how u
di sciples how that He must go u
the el ders and chief priests a
again t he(v.22lh howdid tHeaApostle Peter show that he
made a god of himself over the Son of God, Jesus Christ? He
(Peter) took Jesus iand began t o r é&beu kiet Hfi am,
Thee, Lord; t hi s 6 gh2)l Hownlid Iesushee u
spond to Peter placing and elevating his own understanding above the

nt
nt

nd
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Afiunder sd @sald L19:194) of it h e t roweus Gdsd(]
John 5:20b), as revealed in His clear words in verse 21 of Matthew 16
(see above)? He (Jesus) said to Peter: AiG e t thee beh

i nd

thou art an offhemsesavotresMenof ot

God, t Ibashdr ® ime frontrary to God& things]0 (v. 23). Fol-

lowing this, the Savior taught the disciples who were present and His

disciples of all time: Al f any man will dceoimemaf:t

sedrd take upf dlils®ow.nRleslstusdihlde e
[the] i d o 10 d Carigthians 10:14) of making ourselves an idol over
the one, true, Triune, and merciful God Ai n GOh(M Cegirthians
5:19a), over His revealed words in the Holy Scriptures, especially over

His words in Exodus20: AT hou s hal t have n®

# Matthew 10-fiHe t hat | ovet mo ftehtdMee 15
worthy of Me, and he

wor t hyo (vw¥7). Wien we show that we have loved our blood
relatives more than the one, true, and Triune God, even if we have
done that only o nogJames 2:10) time, then it is evident that we have
placed those blood relatives (whether it is a spouse, a child, a sib-
ling, a grandparent, or any other relative) before and above the Lord
God, our Creator, our Preserver, our Redeemer, our Justifier, and our
Comforter. Abrahamé love for his son, who was to be one of the hu-
man links from whom the only Savior for sinners would most certainly
be born, was greatly tested when the one, true, and Triune God said to

fr

ot h

oot
mio Int&ht &Medi osv ent oht

him:ATake now thy son, thine only

get thee into the |l and of Mori
upon one of the mount aiGenssis 22:0)i
When Abraham eventually came to it h e (V. @ @lere he was to

ah,
ch

«

<

go,andfist ret ched forth his hand(v. and

10), the Lord God called out to him and said: AAbr aham, d&br al
Lay not thine hand upon the | ad,
now | know that thou fearest God

son, thine onvw.yl-13).0lret us likecoAbrahdheif | e e

f r gtie] i d o 10 & Caripthians 10:14) of loving any of our blood
relatives more than we love the one, true, and Triune God, who so

greatty il oved the worl d that He gave
soever believeth in Him shoul d

| i0{J&n 3:16).

# Letus also fif | e e [the]i o m I0 @ Corinthians 10:14) of partici-
pating with and supporting those organizations (such as the Boy Scouts
and Alcoholics Anonymous) which confess that the one, true, and Tri-
une God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is just one of many gods which
we are to respect and support in our lives, a confession which is the
complete opposite of what the one, true God teaches us in the Holy
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Scriptures: AT h o u s hma t hgeorthvee! K ede

This fio NOEI Corinthians 8:4b), true, and Triune God is the only gra-

cious, merciful, and forgiving God who, through fit h e Lamb
God(John 1:29a), hastakenfia way t he s i0(w.29) Nda he
other god has done this great, undeserved, unearned, unmerited, and

perfect work for all sinners. Who is this Lamb of God? He is none oth-
erthanthat LambfAs | ai n from t he foQdReveladient i or
13:8b), that Lamb of God, ourfFAd vocat e with the F:
t he Ri @ghHeebast h e [thpdomplete paymentt the otal

ransom]f or our si ns, and not for our
wh ol e 0 @ ®linl2:4b-2), that Lamb of God who iwas wound
for our transgressions; He was b

me nt of our peace was upon Hi m,
h e ad (Bathh 53:5). Concerning this precious Substitute and Savior
for all sinners, Christ Jesus, the Apostle Peter declared: iNe i t her

there salvation in any other, for
given among men wheé@asld:y2). ®he Apostles t b
Paul also testified concerning this only Savior for sinners: AiT her e i s

God and one Mediator between God
who gave Hi msabf Tinothyr2a-HGag Aud hofv eital

and how important is this one Mediator in our behalf before God? fH e

t hat believeth o0 no (Jbhin Ai8a) for our mdny C 0 n
imperfections, shortcomings, and sins of not perfectly fearing
(respecting), loving, and trusting in this Son of God, God the Son, AiT h e
Lord our RO (fetentiad @3tols),nol wotsperfectly fearing
(respecting), loving, and trusting in God the loving heavenly Father,
whofiso | oved the world thato(Jbda ga
3:16), and of not perfectly fearing (respecting), loving, and trusting in

God the Holy Ghost, who through His revealed Word, is our never-
changing AC 0 mf @ (Jdhrel4:26). AT han ks Htke ortlyorue,Go d
Triune, gracious, and merciful God] w hich givet hovens t
death, over the grave, over our sins, over hellJ]t hr ough our L
C h roi(ILorinthians 15:57)!

0 R.J.L.
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Even before Luther& death, false fiLutheransO were perverting the

true teachings of the Lutheran church. How might Martin Luther re-
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Especially for our Youthé

Dangers in Dating for
a Consistent Christian

AAnd whatsoever ye do i n word
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to G

—Colossians 3:17
Dating: A Modern Practice

Although opinions vary greatly among social historians, most would
agree that fdating0 as we find it today is a relatively new social prac-
tice. In Holy Scripture we read that the custom of arranged marriages
was the norm. The father, as head of the household, made the choice;
and even today this custom prevails in many cultures.

Dating Defined

Because dating is largely a social custom without sharply defined rules and
often determined by the influence of popular culture and peers, a precise
definition of dating is unattainable. The world flout there0O s an inconsistent
place, and social customs are in flux and often quite chaotic. Generally
speaking, fidating0 today means figoing out0 or fispending time together.0 It
may be as non-committal as casually eating together, sitting together, and
sharing fsmall talk.0 On the other hand, a date may be a long evening
spent talking on the most personal level in an attempt to get to know one
another and to learn more about the other person& deeply held values and
judgments; and such knowledge might eventually help a person to make the
choice of an individual with whom one would want to enter into the holy
estate of marriage with a lifetime commitment. Usually, dating progresses
from the fifun0 level to the fseriousO level over time; but some relationships
move very quickly as if driven by forces beyond one® control. But more
on that later.

Dating and the Christian

Scripture enjoins: fil beseech you, therefore,
God, that ye present your bodies
God, which is your reasonabl e se
wor |l d; but be ye transformed by t
prove what i s t hat good, and 3

G o @(Romans 12:1-2). How does this apply to our subject at hand? Ob-
viously, a true Christian, according to the New Man, does not conform to
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the attributes, desires, motivations and behavior of those of the world,

whom Scripture accurately describes as being iwi t h o uéh aCvhirni gs tn
hope, and wi t hoQ(Ephestus @:12), those wHo @& € wo r
wal k in the vanity of their mind,
ing alienated from the | ife of G¢
because of the blindness of their
themselves over unto | asciviousne
n e &(Bphesians 4:17-19). They, in their entire behavior, have a manner

of living that is entirely governed by theio | d ma n, whi ch i
cording to tOohBphestms £28) whd do hot evem kaiow s

fiwh at is that good, and acc(Romgnst a b |
12:2) but oppose all spiritual things of God and cannot do otherwise in

their carnal mind: iThe nat ur al man receiveth
of God; for they are foolishness
cause they ar e 0S¢l Qdrimthiads 2: ) fibye cdius e e n
carnal mind is enmity against God
neither indeed can be. So then
G o @(Romans 8:7-8). The Holy Ghost also speaks to this marked con-

trast between believers and those of the world in these telling words from

St. Peter® first epistle: AFor as much t hen as Chri s

the fl esh, arm yourselves | i kewi s
suffered in the flesh hath ceased
rest of his time in the flesh to
the time past of our Il ife may su
Gentil es, when we wal ked in | asci
' i ngs, banquetings, and abominab
strange that ye run not with then
of you, who shall give account to
t he o4d-8)d

Any Christian man or woman who thinks that a worldly person is not
fias badoO as Scripture itself depicts him is not only fooling himself or
herself, but is calling God a liar and rejecting God& Word! Sad to say,
such a compromising attitude about worldly people is usually the result
of already having given in to their influence and having allowed the
sinful flesh to conform the naive person to their deceit. The common
argument, fiBut he (or she) is not like t h! aét completely erroneous and
flies directly in the face of clear passages of Holy Writ, the only source
and norm for Christian faith and practice! Don& deceive yourself! And
doné be deceived by the world!

Dating and the Sixth Commandment

Dating, as a Christian should understand it, must be according to the Bib-
lical norm, namely in accordance with fit h a t good, and a
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per f ect OwWRoihahs 12®2Y As@ur fitle-text clearly enjoins, i €
what soever ye do in word or deed,
giving thanks to ®@qGblosdansd:17x he Fat h

What do we learn from the Bible about God& will in male—female rela-
tionships? Consider the commandment that focuses on these relation-

ships: AiThou shal t no® WihoLothad wie aslg iMhat t e r
does this mean?0 and reply on the basis of Scripture: iWe should fear

and love God that we may lead a chaste and decent life in word and

deed and each love and honor his spoused S (na | | C.,aStxte ¢ h i
Commandment). God Himself instituted holy matrimony in the Garden

of Eden (Genesis 2:18-24) as a lifelong union (I Corinthians 7:39) of

one man and one woman (I Corinthians 7:2). The chief purpose of mar-

riage is companionship as God& own solution to loneliness (Genesis

2:18, 21-24); and His blessing upon marriage is the gift of children
(Genesis 1:28; Psalm 127:3). Since the Fall, marriage is also a deter-

rent to fornication (I Corinthians 7:2-5) as God protects marriage with

the Sixth Commandment and instructs us regarding His will for the life-

long intimate relationship that He ordained as legitimate between a man

and a woman: Marriage.

But the Sixth Commandment also governs the relationship between
those of the opposite sex who are NOT married to one another. How
so? The application of the commandment teaches them to lead a chaste
and decent life in thoughts, desires, words and deeds, and to avoid all
unchastity (I Peter 2:11; Philippians 4:8; Ephesians 5:3-4, 12; 4:29;
Matthew 5:28; 15:19). Obviously, this Scriptural application also ex-
presses God& will regarding the conduct of those who are on a fidate.0

The Purpose of Dating as a Christian Should Understand It

The world has a variety of reasons for dating that go beyond an effort to
find a spouse. Some date for the sake of harmless diversion and fun
among friends, while others admittedly seek carnal seduction and forni-
cation which they refer to as figetting luckyO or fiscoring.0 AChr i, st i a
however, dare not determine h i psrposes accordingtoaf | e sgénday
(Ephesians 5:3-4). As with everything else that a Christian does here in
this world, he should regard dating and its interpersonal relationships as
opportunities for chaste behavior to the glory of God (I Corinthians
10:31-32) and should recognize that dating, as a means to an end, might
well serve the salutary purpose of finding a Godly spouse with whom to
share his life in the divinely-instituted estate of marriage which is hon-
orable in all (Hebrews 13:4).

Whom Should a Christian Date?
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According to Holy Writ there are only two fkinds0 of people in the world:

Godly and ungodly. Regarding a Godly woman, Scripture speaks of her

rarity: iWho can find a virtuous woman?:
b i og[Boverbs 31:10), and it speaks of the blessing that the Lord bestows
upon a truly Godly marriage: iWh os o fi ndeth a [ Goc
good thing and ob ©e@iowrestl8R2).fSariptwer o0 f
also contrasts a Godly woman with an ungodly woman in very sobering

words and warns a man to use God& wisdom, the wisdom of His Word,

to avoid falling prey to the ungodly:

iWhen wisdom entereth into t
nt unto thy soul, di sc
ng sd(Rdverbs2ki@ld)p t hee

r
[

r house in
a (@roverbs 2:16-18).

i fe,
@ (Proverbs 5:3-6).

AANnd why wil't
and embrace t
are before th
i n@Boverbs5 : 2A ) .
To enter into a romantic relationship with such an ungodly, unstable,
unbelieving woman is dangerous and foolish. To marry such a woman
brings constant misery: il t i s better to dwell
top, than with a brawlingswhman ei
i n the wilderness, than with a
a 0 (Proverbs 21:9, 19; cf. Proverbs 19:13b; 25:24; 27:15).

t u,
he bo
e e

Regarding a Godly man, Scripture promises: AA f ai t hf ul m
abound wi €& o(Priwérbs 23820a)rargl svarns against any re-
lationship with the ungodly which allows them influence over us:

iBl essed is the man that wal keth
standeth in the way of sinner s,
But his delight is in the Law of
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tate a yo (Paaimd 1:1r2). e tApostle Paul warns us: AiB e

not d ceived: E[Greek: commpmonboahi pB
ti psrrupt g o[Grdek: ma nJad €winthians 15:33).
Moreover, we have this clear prohibition: iBe y e not uneq:
t t her with unbelievers; for W |
u ght eousness? And what communi
w concord hath Christ with Be
Il i evet h wid(IlhCoriathiansi6:m4f15).dHow ¢n a Christian

read such clear passages of Scripture and deliberately enter with an un-

godly person into a relationship that, according to the world& stand-

ards, is expected to become progressively more intimate with time and

may eventually lead to the life-long commitment of marriage with an

u n b e I? Thetvs @ot the fifree choiceO that the world sees it to be! A
Christian is free to marry whom he or she chooses, Scripture tells us,

—~ =0

butfio n 1 y i no thathiseonly to & fellow-believer (I Corinthians
7:39). The Bible exhorts us: AT r u st in the Lord w
and l ean not unt o thine own un

acknowl edge Hi m, a n do (Prbeerbss3fd-a)jahd d i r
that exhortation certainly applies to making choices with life-long tem-
poral and even spiritual implications.

We are to be responsible at all times to God and to be morally self-

aware:iIKeep thy heart with all/l dilig
i fe. Put away from thee a frow
from thee. Let thine eyes | ook
straight before thee Ponder t he
established. Turn not to the ri
f r o md (Rrowerbb 4:23-27). God holds us responsible for our deci-

sions.

When He clearly warns us not to entangle ourselves with the ungodly
and we ignore these warnings to our own spiritual peril, we should not
be surprised when the misery God foretells comes upon us! All too of-
ten we act not upon the basis of better knowledge but impulsively and
foolishly. Like Peter, we frequently consider those warnings as meant
for everyone else, but not for ourselves (Matthew 26:33). What?! That

is sheer arrogance and conceit! God promises great blessings to those
who seek and find a G 0 d dpouse, but do we trust His promises? God
warns us of great miseries in ungodly relationships, but we often pursue
and cultivate such relationships as if He had said nothing. Do we know
better than God? Evidently we often t h iwe & — just as Peter did.
And Peter fell! Scripture warnsus: iWh er ef or e | et hi m
standet h t ake(ldCowntishs ID:Rst he fall

The Sad Scenario Repeated So Often
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How often inconsistent Christians invest in bad relationships, hoping

that a rare exception will occur and everything will, miraculously, work

out in the end! They give their time, attention and effort to a person

who cannot reciprocate in kind because he is not a believer, does not

have a fin e w Omod faith which after God® image ii s cr eat e
ri ght eousnes s 0 @&phaianst4124), oes mw knowntke s s
true teachings and the power of God& Word, and in his carnal mind,
which is Ae n mi t y a @ as mosldsire B betsybject to God
Law, inei t her i D (Reneard 8:7). alwer fine the incon-
sistent Christian gives also his or her heart and mind to the other & still
hoping that filove will conquer all,0 when the other person cannot love
in true unselfish charity because he or she has no living faith. Never-
theless the inconsistent Christian refuses to recognize the one-sided re-
lationship. Is it because so much has been fiinvestedo that to give up
would constitute great emotional loss? Has the inconsistent Christian
become so desperate for a n welationship that he or she will s e t fdr
one that is not God-pleasing, for one devoid of Christian fellowship, for
one in which Christ is not the center, Savior, and Head, for a relation-
ship without God& blessing and therefore destined for unhappiness,
misery and failure? How can a person continue to do the same thing in
relationship after relationship and expect d i f f resulte? rYét, incon-
sistent Christians often cultivate and seek to maintain a relationship
with an ungodly person for the paltry return of fifeeling0 loved, needed,
and of course sexually satisfied — as long as it lasts! Is that all there
is?7? It makes no sense. It is not reasonable. It is sad. It is pitiful. And
it is spiritually destructive! Even when others point out the obvious and
warn against the disaster that awaits those who walk not after the spirit
but after the flesh (cf. Romans 8:1 and 4), the warning is rejected in
blind stubbornness. Somehow the inconsistent Christian thinks, fl will
show everybody that he is wrong. I will have what I need é someday.0
Such fibeliefo is not only without any basis in God& promises in the
Bible but is actually ¢ 0 n t to GodGyexpress warnings! It is not only a
form of fenthusiasmo (expecting miracles apart from God& means) but
firebellionO (fighting against God)! How can people think that they are
doing what God wants and claim His blessing upon their lives when
they deliberately walk contrary to His Word and will? They are only
deceiving themselves!

D

Dating fiEvangelismO

A Christian should not begin a dating relationship with someone on
false pretenses. Even when two people are mere acquaintances and vis-
it with one another only socially or casually, it should be a consistent
Christian® priority (assuming concern for the welfare of the friendG
immortal soul) to inquire about his or her religious background and be-
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liefs. While to most people here in this world the subject of religion is
NOT among the first things to be discussed, our friends should know up
front that God and our faith in Him constitute the most important part of
our life, that His Word is the one thing truly needful (Luke 10:41-42),
and that seeking His kingdom and His righteousness is our prime con-
sideration and top priority (Matthew 6:33). In confessing this faith
from the very outset, both in word and in deed (James 1:22, 26), a con-
sistent Christian will be on record as to what his friends should expect
from him in the way of values, attitudes, opinions and judgments, as
well as in overt conduct; and this agenda may well determine the even-
tual extent of the relationship. We cannot expect the unregenerate to be
flopenO to the instruction of God& Word or to be willing to place him-
self under the spiritual care of a faithful, orthodox Christian pastor
(whose faithfulness and orthodoxy he is in no position to evaluate); but
we can rightly expect him — if he is at all interested in an on-going re-
lationship with us — to be curious about what makes us fitick0 spiritual-
ly, to be inquisitive about what we believe and why, to be interested in
seeing for himself our church and in attending one of its services or Bi-
ble classes. If such minimal interest is not evident, the relationship
should be kept strictly social and not permitted to become at all
fiserious.0 Why? Simply because anyone who is unwilling even to
fiexploreO our faith and confession — the most important thing in our
life — its basis and its substance is not a candidate for a close friend-
ship and for a relationship that is intended, eventually at least, to lead to
marriage. It is that simple; it is that clear!

Charity: The Bond of Perfectness

Scripture enjoins: iPut on, therefore, as the
|l oved, bowel s of mer ci es, ki ndne
l ongsuffering, forbearing one anc¢
man have a quarrel against any.

y e And above all these things
fectness And | et the peace of
ye are called in one body; and b
dwel | in you richly, in all wisdc
er ; in psalms and hymns and spir.i
hearts to the Lord And what soe\y
name of the Lord Jesus, gi ving

H i an(Colossians 3:12-17). The character and actions of a consistent
Christian are described here. If he is looking for a spouse, a consistent
Christian should desire a true fisoul-mate,0 a person who shares such
God-wrought, God-pleasing character, virtues and actions. Mark well
the emphasis on ic h a 10 iChanty is that unselfish, self-giving, unde-
served love that only true believers know and have. Why? Because it
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is one-of-a-kind love, a gift of God& grace in Christ Jesus wrought in

us by God& Spirit through the Gospel. It is what formsap er f e c t

How so? As a Gospel-generated gift from God, it manifests itself in
sacrificial service to others even when they deserve nothing! Unlike
forms of human love which are self-motivated or stimulated by the
filikeableO or fidesirable0 qualities and actions of other p e 0,ghlargy is
generated in us by God, who loved (and loves) us perfectly and com-
pletely in His Son (I John 4:9; 3:16). Charity forgives and forgets sin
for Christ® sake. Charity is the fruit of genuine Christian faith (I John
3:14; Ephesians 4:32). This charity is a Aib 0 0O that joins Christians
together out of gratitude for God& forgiveness and enables a Christian
couple to love one another, even when one or the other is not so
filovabled ! A consistent Christian should want such charity to be the
foundation of his or her marriage and, therefore, to seek only a truly
Godly spouse; and the understanding of this priority should govern a
Christian even in the choice of the person he or she dates!

The Prayer of Faith

Christians cherish this marvelous promise of God from Romans 8: fiH e

t hat spared not Hi s own Son, but
He not with Him al so(v.f32)e@iofshegi v e

grace, purchased by Christ by His holy life and by His innocent suffer-
ing and death, God gifts us with the forgiveness of sins, life and salva-
tion; and alone through faith in the Gospel we lay hold on it and make it
our own. For the sake of our Savior, Jesus Christ, God the Father shall
also if r eel y gi v é! Dos tha prdmisetineluda gss a
spouse, a life-long companion? If we desire to have one — yes! In the
Fourth Petition of the Lord® Prayer we pray for iour daid
which, as Luther properly explains, includes fieverything that belongs to
the support and wants of the body, such asé a pious spouse.0 God an-
swers every proper prayer in His own time and in His own manner,
very often through m e a. nHe wants us to work for our daily bread (I
Thessalonians 4:11; II Thessalonians 3:12); and we should seek a
fipious spouse0 where he or she may be found, the most obvious place
being within the congregations of our Christian fellowship! To pray for
a pious or Godly spouse and then to go contrary to God® Word in seek-
ing someone who is otherwise is not acting in good faith toward God!
God& Word also tells us, iDe | i g h thyself al

t
shall give thee the desires of
Lord; trust also in HionPsalma3r:45).He

Consistent Christians should understand that God will bless their ac-
tions when they conform to what His Word enjoins, and that includes

y

truly God-pleasing decisions and actions in dating. iAnd what s

do in word or deed, do al l i n
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to God and t h&(Colsaidnh3elT). May Godwork

within us, by His Gospel, ib ot h t o wi | | and to
u ro€Philippians 2:13) to our own great blessing and to His glory, for
JesusOsake.

Lord, keep me watchful then and humble,
and suffer me no more to stray.
Uphold me when my feet would stumble,
nor let me loiter by the way.
Fill all my nature with Thy light,
O Radiance, strong and bright!
(T L B99, 4)

—E.J. W,

159



@M""W w//%mf//w T

" | AET'T—;_/

~Q»‘ ALYY"’V'

v aby g‘ Mn'/h"
f!«//— gf /C" ’)M/‘Nn/"j’/lﬁ'/'f-‘l#;

VATV AN Y. "
T e 4 e - —— Vo
o gl .g(.,‘?‘. ” ﬁ,ﬁé’ o o for 'Zf"f

A mighty Fortress is our God, a trusty Shield and Weay
He hel ps us free from ev
The old evil Foe now means deadly woe.
Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fig
On earth is not his equal!

Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devc

we tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpowe

This worl dds prince may

He can harm us none. H
One little word can fell him!

TLH 262,1, 3
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A Book for t hle wMakrix Lubver Oln e s .

Scriptur al is pldashdl ioc
reprint a treasured children& classic
just in time for Reformation. This little
history of the life of Dr. Martin Luther
was written over fifty years ago by Pro-
fessor Albert H. Miller, Concordia
Teachersd College, River Forest, Illi-
nois, together with his daughter,
Elfrieda, a parochial school teacher.
Of special interest are the color-washed
illustrations which are reproduced ex-
actly from the original.

i in
a tS'f‘O?{Q 2ND PICTURE

Introduce to your children the life and
work of Dr. Luther in this easy-to-read
and completely reliable history of the
fiHero of the Reformation.0

On 1$$.95

This Reformation season reacquaint

A yourself with Dr. Martin Luther&

Luthers Lar ge Cawhiehbehwios im
1529, and of which his S ma | | Cat

Large chi@®ENnchiais eallyoan

: condensation. The English text is
CateChlsm taken fromthe Concordi a Tri

This new edition also contains the

With historical introduction by Dr. F.

Historical Introduction Bente, and easy to follow topical

Paragraph Headings paragraph headings originally sup-

plied by Dr. J. T. Mueller, author of
Christian inbhixg92at i c s
edition of Luther® classic. Ours is

the only stand-alone edition in print

using the thoroughly reliable trans-

lation fromthe Tr i gl ot t a.

and Notes

195 pages, paperback O n 1$ 9.95

$5.00 for our Concordia Lutheran
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Churches in Fellowship

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CHURCH OF EKATERINBURG
Ekaterinburg, Russia

The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor

P. O. Box 27

620039 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA

E-mail: Schurganoff@mail.ru

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Olu-Ama (Kula), Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

ST. PAUL®S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Abule Egba, Lagos, Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Idama, Nigeria

The Rev. Innocent Karibo, Pastor

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

Abalama, Nigeria

The Rev. Balaiyi Thompson and The Rev. Bateinm Bestman, Pastors
Thompson Compound Abalama

Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. CLEMENT® LUTHERAN CHURCH
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria

The Rev. Timothy Biobele Aaron, Pastor

St. Clement Lutheran Church,

Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry

Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. MATTHEW® LUTHERAN CHURCH
Port Harcourt, Nigeria

(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu

Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. PAUL®S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Kula, Nigeria

(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. PAUL®S NYEMONI LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL
Abonnema, Nigeria

The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and

The Rev. Goddstime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors

P. O. Box 123

Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA

E-Mail: njohnfyneface@yahoo.co.uk
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f Directory of Member Congregations

\_w www.concordialutheranconf.com

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH On
the Web at:

4090 S. Melpomene Way, Tucson, AZ 85730 GoodShepherdLut heranChur
Worship Service ..........ccccccevennene 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:45 a.m. Telephone (520) 721-7618
The Rev. DANIEL P. MENSING, Pastor
8464 East Wildcat Drive, Tucson, AZ 85730 Pastor: (520) 448-8694

E-mail: goodshepherdlutherantucson@gmail.com

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:

Central Avenue at 171 Place, Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913 PeaceEvLut heran.
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m.

Worship Service ............cccceeennne 10:00 a.m. Telephone: (708) 532-4288

The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor

17151 South Central Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913  Pastor: (708) 532-9035

E-mail: pastormensing@yahoo.com

ST. JOHN@& LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixth and Tangent Streets, Lebanon, OR 97355 Telephone: (541) 258-2941
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m.

Worship Service ..........ccccccevennenne 11:00 a.m.

The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor

483 Tangent Street, Lebanon, OR 97355 Pastor: (541) 258-2941
E-mail: revbloedel@gmail.com

ST. LUKE®S LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:

5350 South Fountain Street, Seattle, WA 98178 StLuKEE€. com
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service ..............ccccceenee. 10:30 a.m. Telephone: (206) 723-1078
The Rev. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor

9658 — 54th Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98118 Pastor: (206) 723-7418

E-mail: revworley@comcast.net

NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Please call the Pastor for current location.
Worship Service ...........cccccceeeenneene 7:00 p.m.

Adult Bible Class .............. ... 4:30 p.m.

Adult Catechism Class ... 8:30 p.m.

ST. MARK& EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:

22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 St Mar ksEvLmt her an
Worship Service .............c.ccccoe 3:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Class ......................... 4:45 p.m. Telephone: (708) 757-6859

The Rev. DAVID J. MENSING, Pastor

22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 Pastor: (708) 655-7549

E-mail: d_mensing@hotmail.com

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH On the Web at:

300 North Ridgeland Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302 TrinityEvLutheral
Sunday School & Bible Class ..... 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service .............ccccccoe... 10:15 a.m. Telephone: (708) 386-6773

The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor

233 North Cuyler Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302 Pastor: (708) 386-4145

E-mail: robertjlietz@gmail.com
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