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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

         To set forth in simple and plain language 

the pure doctrine of God's Word as taught by 

the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 

with the Book of Concord of 1580 and the Brief 

Statement of 1932. 

 To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 

true Christians are to believe and how, out of 

love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are to 

lead Godly lives. 

 To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 

for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

 To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 

that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 

a sect or false church body, but that the 

congregations which form it confess, teach, and 

practice the Word of God in its full truth and 

purity and use the Sacraments according to 

Christ's institution.  All who do this are the true 

visible Church on earth. 

 To seek out all who truly share our 

Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, and 

to urge the mutual public acknowledgment of 

such God-given unity.  Thus we shall be able 

thereafter to practice a God-pleasing fellowship 

with them. 

 To show that we do not have among us a 

mixture of divergent teachings but that we are 

"perfectly joined together in the same mind and 

in the same judgment.." 

 To set forth pertinent historical infor-

mation which has a bearing upon the Church 

and to expose modern philosophical thought 

and the so-called scientific theories which 

contradict the Word of God. 

 To expose particularly the false teaching 

and practice of the various so-called "Lutheran" 

church bodies by comparing their teachings 

and practices with what is plainly recorded in 

the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, 

and in the old orthodox Lutheran writings. 

 To expose false teaching and practice 

wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 

abreast of the current happenings in the church 

and among the nations as signs of the times. 

 To be truthful and factual in our reporting 

and freely to correct any misinformation of whi-

ch we are not aware and which has been called 

to our attention. Also to clarify any information 

or statement of doctrine or practice which may 

be unclear to our readers or which may create a 

wrong impression. 
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Keynote Sermon for the  

65
th
 Annual Convention 

 

of the Concordia Lutheran Conference 
Delivered at the Service of Convocation  

 

Friday, June 24, 2016, 
 

by President David T. Mensing 
 

Text: II Timothy 3:16-17 
 
In the Name of Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone of His Church, dear-

ly beloved hearers of His precious Word: 

As the theme or motto of both last year’s 
convention and of our present convention 
here in Seattle, we have been considering on 
the basis of God’s precious Word the suffi-
ciency of Holy Writ, that quality or attrib-
ute according to which Holy Scripture is the 
only source and norm (or  standard) of 
Christian doctrine and practice — both for 
our faith and for our life as Christians.  
When we speak of “faith” in this context, 
we mean, as the Apostle Jude calls it by in-
spiration of the Holy Ghost, ñthe faith which 
was once delivered to the saintsò (Jude 3), 
the faith which is believed, the entire body 

of doctrine which we accept and in which we confide as “the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” God’s complete, authoritative, 
inerrant, infallible, clear and efficacious revelation of Himself to men 
here in this world. 

ñScripture,ò as the word itself indicates, is God’s written revelation of 
Himself, “black-on-white,” as we commonly say, in a format that can-
not ebb and flow according to an individual’s ñprivate interpreta-
tionò (II Peter 1:20) but is composed of specific ñwordsò (I Corinthians 
2:13) which the Holy Spirt of God put into the minds of the ñapostles 
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and prophetsò (Ephesians 2:20) for them both to speak (II Peter 1:21) 
and to write ñfor our learningò (Romans 15:4), as the rock-solid 
ñfoundationò of Christ’s Church, ñJesus Christ Himself being the chief 
Cornerstoneò or keystone on which His Church and its foundation rests 
for ñthe truthò (John 8:31-32).  That ñtruthò is the objective truth of 
God concerning Himself, and very particularly the objective truth about 
His mercy and grace to sinful men in Chr ist Jesus, the saving 
knowledge  which God earnestly desires all men to have and to ñcome 
untoò by faith for everlasting salvation (I Timothy 2:4).  That truth, the 
Gospel truth, ñthe power of God unto salvationò (Romans 1:16), is set 
forth ñin the words which the Holy Ghost teachethò (I Corinthians 
2:13), in ñthe Holy Scriptures, which (as in the case of Timothy) are 
able to make [us] wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesusò (II Timothy 3:15), ñto wit, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and 
hath committed unto us the Word of reconciliationò (II Corinthians 
5:19), that we might ñbelieve and be savedò (Luke 8:12b).  The preach-
ing of that precious Word of the Gospel, as epitomized by John the 
Baptist in his preaching, gives the ñknowledge of salvation unto His 
people by the remission of their sins through the tender mercy of our 
God, whereby the Dayspring from on high [our precious Redeemer]  
hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shad-
ow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peaceò (Luke 1:77-79).  O 
thank God for His authoritative, inerrant, infallible, clear and effica-
cious Word! 

Last year in Oak Forest we centered chiefly upon the sufficiency of Ho-
ly Scripture for our faith, as the only source and norm of Christian 
doctrine and as the only source and norm of that doctr ine’s con-
sistent application.  At our convention this year we continue our study, 
focusing in our sermons and in our convention essay on 

Holy Scripture as Sufficient for Our Christian LIFE. 

We first of all explore (I) WHY it is sufficient; secondly (II) for  what  
PURPOSES it is sufficient, and finally (III) to what blessed END it 
is sufficient. 

I. 

St. Paul writes in the opening words of this well-known sedes or proof-
text that even our children have diligently learned in their catechetical 
instruction:  ñAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profit-
able.ò  As we briefly observed in the introduction to our sermon, it is 
the verbal, word-for-blessed word, inspiration of the Scriptures that 
gives them their divine authority and make them ñprofitable.ò  God is 
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doing the talking; these are ñthe words which the Holy Ghost 
teachethò (I Corinthians 2:13).  The Scriptures did not come to us ñby 
the will of man,ò Peter writes in his second epistle, as if out of some 
“creative writing” class, ñbut holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghostò (II Peter 1:21).  Therefore, to all 
ñgainsayersò (Titus 1:9) who would dare to speak against Holy Scrip-
ture, to twist or ñwrestò it to fit their own ñprivate interpretation,ò  
who don’t like what a certain passage says in its very words, we say: 
“Take it up with the Holy Ghost!  Your issue is not with US; your issue 
is with God Himself!” 

Moreover, Scripture is inerrant (containing no errors) and infallible 
(incap-able of mistakes).  Jesus Himself, addressing His heavenly Fa-
ther in prayer, declared:  ñThy Word is TRUTHò (John 17:17); and the 
Psalmist writes: ñThe Word of the Lord is RIGHT, and all His ways are 
done in TRUTHò (Psalm 33:4).  God doesn’t make mistakes; and He is 
not mistaken when He speaks to us.  Yea, the Holy Spirit of God need-
ed no “dictation editor” or  “spell-checker” when He, through the wit-
ness of the evangelists and apostles, ñmade known unto [us] the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christò (II Peter 1:16).   For, regarding 
even such minute structures of language as words and letters, the Lord 
Jesus said: ñOne jot [the smallest letter in Hebrew]  or one tittle [part of 
a letter] shall in no wise pass from the Law til all be ful-
filledò (Matthew 5:18).  Is God’s Word that detail-oriented??  Take it 
up with the Lord Jesus! 

The Psalmist declares regarding the perspicuity or clarity of Scripture: 
ñThy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pathò (119:105).  
Those who complain that the Scriptures are a “dark” book should read 
these enlightening words!  Indeed, for the benefit of those who claim 
that only a Bible scholar can understand the Scriptures and that they are 
more confusing than ñprofitable,ò David adds in verse 130: ñThe en-
trance of Thy Words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the sim-
ple.ò  The words of Scripture are indeed sufficient, as to their authori-
ty, as to their inerrancy, and as to their clarity and ease of understand-
ing, and therefore are ñprofitableò ñto guide our feet into the way of 
peaceò (Luke 1:79), to lead us ñin the paths of righteousness for [our 
Good Shepherdôs] sakeéall the days of [our] lifeò (Psalm 23), that we 
ñshould not henceforth live unto [ourselves] but unto Him which died 
for [us] and rose againò (II Corinthians 5:15). 

II. 

For what specific purposes, then, has God given us His all-sufficient 
Word with respect to our lives as Christians?  The Apostle writes to 
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Timothy that  ñall Scriptureéis profitable for doctrine.ò  With respect 
to us who are believers, who by the same ñHoly Scriptures,ò specifical-
ly the Gospel, have already been made ñwise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesusò (v. 15), the ñdoctrineò or teaching for 
which Scripture is ñprofitableò for our lives as Chr istians still in-
cludes, of course, the efficacious Gospel, the power of God [whereby] 
[we] are kept éthrough faith unto salvationò (I Peter 1:5); but then 
also specifically those ñdoctrinesò whereby we are taught what the will 
of God is concerning our sanctification of life here in this world.  —
Sanctification in the narrower sense is that work of the Holy Spirit ac-
cording to which He has  by the power of the Gospel (the Means of 
Grace) renewed our hearts so that now we can overcome sin and do 
good works as the evidence and fruit of our faith (Cf. Cat. Q/A 169), 
ñshow[ing] forth the praises of Him who hath called [us] out of dark-
ness into His marvelous lightò (I Peter 2:9). 

In sanctification in the narrower sense we rely upon the all-sufficient 
Scriptures for the ñprofitableò Law of God in all three of its uses: As 
a curb to check our flesh and the coarse outbursts of sin to which it 
prompts us, as a mirror to show us the sins that we commit contrary to 
the motions of the ñinward manò (Romans 7:22) and to move us to true 
contrition (Psalm 51:17), and as a rule or straightedge which norms or 
sets the standard of what works we must do to lead a Godpleasing life.  
BUT we also rely upon the all-sufficient Scriptures for the ñprofitableò 
doctrine of the Gospel, which, with respect to our Christian lives, ever 
remains and must remain the only motivator for good works and the 
only source of our ability to perform them, as we confess with John in 
his first epistle: ñWe love Him because He first loved usò (4:19), and 
with St. Paul: ñThe love of Christ constraineth usò (II Corinthians 
5:14). 

Holy Scripture is also ñprofitableéfor reproofò when it comes to our 
lives as Christians.  “Reproof” is admonition,  criticism, and condemna-
tion brought to bear against sin and sinful behavior.  Paul writes to the 
Ephesians: ñHave no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove themò (5:11).  And we are able to reprove them, 
both in ourselves and in others, by the ñreproofò of Scripture itself 
which identifies ñiniquity and transgression and sinò (Exodus 34:7) as 
those acts contrary to the Lord’s commandments which ñhave separat-
ed between [us] and [our] God, and... have hid His face from 
usò (Isaiah 59:2).  Only God’s all-sufficient Word identifies sin as ñthe 
transgression of the Lawò (I John 3:4) instead of the innocuous 
“mistakes,” “bad judgment calls,” “poor decision-making” and “ill-
considered behavior” that the world excuses.  ñWherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way?ò asks the Psalmist (119:9).  How is a fella 
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supposed to clean up his act??  ñBy taking heed thereto according to 
Thy Word.ò  The ñprofitableéreproofò of Scripture will convict him 
of his sins, that he might repent of them.  ñEnter not into the path of the 
wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.  Avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass awayò (Proverbs 4:14-15). 

Scripture is also ñprofitable forécorrection,ò our text says.  
ñCorrectionò  is the “flip-side,” as it were, of ñreproof.ò  It involves 
bringing into compliance that which is out of compliance with God’s 
holy Law.  Both the Psalms and the Proverbs, for example, abound in 
“corrective” language.  ñTeach me Thy way, O Lord.  I will walk in Thy 
truth.  Unite my heart to fear Thy nameò (86:11).  ñBlessed are the 
undefiled in the way, who walk in the Law of the Lord.  Blessed are 
they that keep His testimonies and that seek Him with the whole 
heartò (119:1-2).  ñCause me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morn-
ing, for in Thee do I trust.  Cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk, for I lift up my soul unto Theeò (143:8). 

And closely connected with ñcorrectionò is ñinstruction in righteous-
ness.ò Man by nature, and even we Christians according to our sinful 
flesh, foolishly despise instruction. ñFools despise wisdom and in-
struction,ò writes Solomon in the  Proverbs (1:7) …ñand say, óHow 
have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof, and have not 
obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that in-
structed me!  I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation 
and assemblyôò (5:12-14).  But it is ñinstruction in righteousness,ò the 
third use of the Law, that norms Godly behavior  for  true believers 
(Romans 8:8; Hebrews 11:6).  ñWe are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works [for the purpose of doing good works], 
which God hath before ordained (that is, commanded), that we should 
walk in themò (Ephesians 2:10).  Therefore Luther, by God’s grace a 
fine Christian “instructor,” explains in his Small Catechism, in his 
“book of instruction in the form of questions and answers,” according 
to the norm of Scripture, what each of the Commandments means, first 
setting forth from Exodus chapter 20 what God forbids when He says, 
ñThou shalt NOT,ò and then instructing us ñin righteousnessò as to 
what the Lord requires of us who “fear and love God” as His children 
by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26), who are motivated by His 
grace revealed in the Gospel (I Peter 1:25).  Luther, of course, had the 
Holy Scriptures as his model or prototype for this method of 
ñinstruction in righteousness,ò as, for example, the Lord’s words to 
Joshua after the death of Moses: ñThis Book of the Law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that 
thou gayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good successò (Joshua 1:5-8),  or in the words of David in Psalm 119: 
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ñBlessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the Law of the 
Lordò (v. 1).  Therefore, as we, by God’s grace, “gladly hear and learn 
[His Word]” in its sacred, authoritative, inerrant, complete and clear 
ñinstruction in righteousness,ò may it be our constant prayer to our 
heavenly Father for Jesus’ sake: ñMake me to go in the path of Thy 
commandments, for therein do I delight!ò (Psalm 119:35). 

III. 

But now yet in the third place we want to ask, according to our text:  To 
what blessed end does Holy Scripture all-sufficiently afford us its 
ñprofitableò doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness 
for our Christian life here in this world?  The apostle states it clearly ñin 
the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth,ò saying, ñthat the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.ò 

ñThe man of Godò is the Christian man (Galatians 3:26-27), the regen-
erate man (I Peter 1:23), the man to whom Christ’s perfect righteous-
ness has been personally imputed by faith (Romans 4:5), the ñblessedò 
man, ñ[whose] delight is in the Law of the Lordò (Psalm 1), the man 
who continues in Christ’s Word of Truth (John 8:31-32).  It is God’s 
purpose (i{na) that the believer, being profitably taught, reproved, cor-
rected and instructed in righteousness by the all-sufficient, verbally-
inspired Scriptures, ñmay be perfectò — not sinless, not perfectly sanc-
tified, but, according to the Greek of our text, ñcompleteò (a[rtio~ ) 
according to the new man as ñ[Godôs] workmanshipò (Ephesians 2:10) 
to fight against the devil, the world and his own sinful flesh (Romans 
8:13b; Colossians 3:5), gladly and gratefully living ñunto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and His Fatherò (Revelation 1:5). 

And then Paul adds, as if in definition of that completeness, 
ñthoroughly furnished [that is, outfitted, equipped and readied] unto all 
good worksò as the fruit and evidence of faith in the Savior, as the 
ñreasonable serviceò (Romans 12:1) that is due the Lord for all the 
benefits purchased, won and provided to the believer and sealed to him 
in the Means of Grace — his redemption by Christ Jesus in His vicari-
ous satisfaction ( or propitiation) of God’s justice, his justification by 
God in view of Christ’s perfect obedience, his regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost through the Gospel to confidence in God’s merciful forgiveness, 
and his preservation in the true and saving faith by means of the Word 
and Sacrament.  “For all this” —not merely the temporal blessings that 
we recognize in the First Article of our Creed, but especially for the 
spiritual blessings we have by means of His authoritative, all-
sufficient, inerrant, infallible, clear and efficacious Word — “for all 
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this it is our duty,” yea, our great privilege, motivated by His precious 
Gospel, “to thank and praise, to serve and obey Him” (Luther). 

Indeed, the all-sufficiency of Holy Scripture for our Christian life “is 
most certainly true,” for which reason we, who by the Gospel have been 
made ñwise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesusò (II 
Timothy 3:15) and are by His grace ñthe children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesusò (Galatians 3:26), should not “despise preaching and His 
Word, but hold it sacred” (Luther), love it, diligently search it, gladly 
hear it, learn it, meditate upon it and follow it in faith.  ñYea,éblessed 
are they that hear the Word of God and keep it!ò (Luke 11:28). — ñYe, 
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware, lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness; but grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  To Him be glory both now and forever!  
Amen.ò (II Peter 3:18). 

Soli Deo gloria! 
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Convention Digest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 65th Annual Convention, held at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seat-
tle, Washington, officially began at 9:30 a.m. with a Divine Worship 
Service of Convocation in which the local pastor, the Rev. Edward J. 
Worley, served as the liturgist and the Rev. David T. Mensing, Confer-
ence President, delivered the keynote sermon based on II Timothy 3:16
-17.  His theme was: Holy Scripture as Sufficient for Our Christian 
Life, which he divided into the following three parts: I. Why it is suffi-
cient; II. For what purposes it is sufficient; and III. To what blessed end 
it is sufficient. 
 
Following the service, the first session of the convention was called to 
order by the President, who first appointed the standard convention 
committees.  Then, in his annual report, President Mensing thanked the 
Lord for His abundant grace bestowed upon our Conference over the 
past year—a year in which His Word has continued to be preached and 
taught in its full truth and purity in all of the member congregations.  
He drew attention to the blessing of God upon the Conference finances 
over the past year—allowing all budgeted expenses to be met and, 
through the Gospel-motivated generosity of Conference members, even 
adding some growth of funds.  President Mensing spoke of the im-
portant work of the Committee on MIssions in providing subsidies to 
the congregations in Tucson, AZ, Sauk Village, IL, and Ekaterinburg, 
Russia; and he reported that one of those congregations has been able, 
under the Lord’s grace, to reduce its subsidy request for the next fiscal 
year.  The work of the Publishing House, particularly due to the contri-
bution of time and labor on the part of the laymen, was highlighted as 
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being very beneficial and accomplishing much with relatively little 
monetary expenditures. 
 
After the noon meal, sessions were opened with a devotion conducted 
by Pastor Lietz.  In the initial report of the Finance Committee, Mr. 
Robert G. Bloedel, the Conference Treasurer, presented the Financial 

Report for Fiscal Year 2015–2016.  The report 
showed a beginning cash balance of 
$12,333.63 in the General Fund plus total re-
ceipts of $38,666.85 yielding total cash availa-
ble of $51,000.48.  Expenditures totaled 
$37,185.32, leaving an ending cash balance as 
of May 31, 2016 of $13,815.16.  The report 
also showed an increase in the Student Aid 
Fund from $34,251.68 at the beginning of the 
fiscal year to an ending balance of $39,032.11 
on its closing date, May 31, 2016.  Total cash 
in all funds as of May 31, 2016:  $52,847.27.  It 
was moved and seconded to receive, subject to 
audit, the Financial Report of the Treasurer con-

cerning the past fiscal year.  This motion was carried.  The Treasurer then 
distributed the Finance Committee’s Budget Worksheet for the new fis-
cal year, June 1, 2016 through May 31, 2017.  It showed a beginning 
cash balance of $13,815.16 and anticipated receipts (including the pledg-
es of our congregations) of $32,643.00 for an expected total cash availa-
ble of $46,458.16 in the General Fund.  Projected budgetary expenditures 
totaled $38,400.00 divided among the following items: Scriptural Publi-
cations— $1,000.00; Ekaterinburg Salary Subsidy— $12,000.00; Ekate-
rinburg Facilities Rental Subsidy— $2,400.00; St.  Mark’s Subsidy— 
$7,800.00; Good Shepherd Subsidy— $10,800.00; General Travel Ex-
pense— $2,400.00; Convention Expense— $1,000.00; Miscellaneous 
Expenses— $1,000.00.  In the Student Aid Fund, the estimated income 
for the new year is $2,400.00.  The Treasurer drew attention to the fact 
that even though the projected expenditures are greater than the projected 
receipts, the committee feels comfortable with the proposed budget, both 
because of an existing cushion in the General Fund and the consistent 
pattern of congregations exceeding their pledges. 
 
The Chairman of the Committee on Missions, Pastor David T.  Mens-
ing, mentioned that even though in the past Missionaries-at-Large have 
been sent to various locations to do work in the Word with the goal of 
gathering together Christians in a specific locality that could later be-
come viable congregations, in recent years there have not been any 
places known to the Conference for such mission stations to be estab-
lished.  With regard to the congregations receiving subsidy assistance 
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from the Conference, the Chairman reported that St. Mark’s Ev. Luther-
an Church in Sauk Village, IL, has been able to reduce its requested 
subsidy from $750.00 a month to $650.00 a month.  Good Shepherd Ev. 
Lutheran Church in Tucson, AZ, is requesting that the current $900.00 
per month subsidy be continued for this next year to allow its pastor to 
continue living at the approximate average financial level of the mem-
bers without seeking secular work.  With regard to the Orthodox Lu-
theran Church of Ekaterinburg, Russia, the Committee Chairman re-
ported that Pastor Schurganoff has been sending monthly updates to the 
Chairman, a number of sermons, and even a C.L.  article that appeared 
in the May–June issue.  The Ekaterinburg congregation is requesting 
that the monthly assistance from the Conference remain the same for 
this next fiscal year, namely, $1,200.00 a month (including both the 
salary for the pastor and the rent for the worship facilities).  About our 
Nigerian brethren, Pastor Mensing reported that the Fellowship of Lu-
theran Congregations in Nigeria has suffered the loss of three pastors 
over the past year—one pastor defecting and joining the Pentecostals, 
and two other pastors departing this life through a blessed Christian 
death.  Pastor Fyneface is active in training men to be able to fill vacan-
cies in their conference.  Pastor Fyneface reports that he and his wife 
are doing fine, by the grace of God, using the medication that they have 
available to them.  He says that his goiter is still an issue (though man-
ageable); and he is considering the possibility of seeking surgery for 
that goiter somewhere in Nigeria. 
 
Pastor David T. Mensing, chairman of the Editorial Committee and Ed-
itor of the Concordia Lutheran, presented his report in which he ref-
erenced the work of the Holy Ghost through His Word, by which saving 
faith is created, sustained, and strengthened.  The official organ of our 
Conference, the Concordia Lutheran, provides a consistent witness to 
the world of the fact that by God’s grace we still have, teach, and con-
fess His Word in its full truth and purity.  The Editor mentioned that 
over the past year he, himself, needed to write articles that had initially 
been assigned to other pastors, who were unable to write the articles 
themselves because of important congregational matters that required 
their attention.  He expressed his thanks to the other members of the 
committee—Pastor David J. Mensing (Book and Tract Editor) and Mr. 
Jason Mabe (Lay Member).  Mr. Phillip R. Martin, Print Shop Manager 
of Scriptural Publications, was especially thanked for his work in the 
layout and printing of the C. L.  In response to a question from the 
floor, it was mentioned that the C. L. is mailed gratis to the two Mis-
souri Synod seminary libraries as well as the Wisconsin Synod semi-
nary library. 
 
Pastor Lietz, the chairman of the Publishing House Board of Control, 
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read his report in which He thanked the Lord for His blessing in the 
work of Scriptural Publications.  He drew attention to the new project, 
started earlier this fiscal year, of distributing daily devotions (adapted 
from ñCrumbs,ò by Carl Manthey-Zorn) that are e-mailed and/or texted 
to individuals who have requested them, both inside and outside of our 
Conference.  Thanks was expressed to Mr. Phillip Martin for the great 
amount of work he puts in to the publishing of those devotions after 
they have been reviewed and edited by various pastors of the Confer-
ence.  Mr. Martin Trusty, business manager of Scriptural Publications, 
was thanked for his work in updating and hosting the Conference web-
site.  Pastor Lietz also briefly referred to the work of Scriptural Publica-
tions in the printing of the C. L.  In closing, the Chairman thanked the 
Conference for its yearly subsidy support of $1,000.00.  A question 
from the floor concerning the reprinting of Advanced Bible History was 
answered by the Print Shop Manager (Mr. Phillip Martin), who stated 
that, while close, it is still not yet ready for publication. 
 
The Vice President and Chairman of the Committee on Lutheran Union, 
Pastor Worley, presented the committee’s report, in which he first quot-
ed from the Conference website, in which our Conference is accurately 
described as being quite small by most standards as far as the world is 
concerned but greatly blessed with true spiritual unity in the full truth 
and purity of Scripture in both teaching and practice.  Next, the Chair-
man read from the official description of the Committee on Lutheran 
Union as set forth in the Conference constitution.  He then mentioned 
that over the past year, no contacts from any outside church groups had 
been received by the committee.  During the discussion, the Chairman 
noted that most people who want to know about us should not have any 

difficulty at all finding enough information 
about our Conference.  Over the years in the 
past we have had contact with smaller groups 
that seem to be close to our Scriptural posi-
tion in doctrine and practice; but those groups 
are then discovered to have some strange, fa-
natical positions about one thing or another 
that stand in the way of union based on true 
Christian unity and may even preclude mean-
ingful and fruitful discussions with them. 
 
The Chairman of the Committee on Theologi-
cal Education, Pastor Worley, quoted from 
the Constitution in which the purpose of this 
committee and its joint work with the semi-

nary faculty is described.  Since there are no theological students at this 
present time, there has been no active seminary work over the past year.  
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He mentioned that he is still seeking the teaching materials developed 
by Professors Lietz and Mensing so that their resources can be used in 
the future even if those professors themselves are unavailable to teach.  
Chairman Worley reminded all the brethren to continue to remember 
our seminary program in their prayers and to beseech the Lord in His 
mercy to move the hearts of men to desire the pastoral office, so that 
His Word may continue to be preached and taught among us in its full 
truth and purity into the future.  In the discussion following the report, it 
was mentioned that even older men, who might study in the seminary 
later in life, could greatly benefit the Conference and fill potential va-
cancies at a time when we have no available candidates for the Rever-
end Ministry. 
 
The next morning, sessions began with a devotion led by Pastor 
Bloedel.  Pastor David T.  Mensing then began his essay entitled: ñHoly 
Scripture—The Only Source and Norm of the Christianôs Life.ò  In his 
introduction, the essayist pointed out that this year’s convention essay is 
the continuation of the essay he presented last year treating Holy Scrip-
ture—The only Source and Norm of Christian Faith).   Holy Scripture, 
because it is the verbally inspired Word of God, is the only source and 
standard for a Christian’s faith and life.  The true Christian religion is 
unique among the religions of the world—it is the only religion that 
teaches salvation by God’s undeserved love in Christ (as opposed to the 
works and merits of men), and it is the only religion that is truly divine 
in its origin (founded upon the Word of God alone as opposed to the 
words of men).  In the discussion, it was mentioned that the children of 
this world are quick to mock the teachings of the Bible and are also 
quick to accept the words of men whom they regard to be wise.  As 
Christians we want to become more firmly established in God’s Word 

and reject every teaching of man that would 
draw us away from it.  The essayist distin-
guished between the physical life that all hu-
mans have, the morally corrupt life of unbe-
lievers, the spiritual life of faith in believers, 
the life of good works brought about through 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and the ever-
lasting life that awaits us Christians in heaven.  
The origin of death was set forth, going back 
to Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden 
of Eden.  The full extent of man’s natural de-
pravity and the Lord’s judgment of eternal 
damnation are not known except through the 
revealed Law of God.  And the only way that a 
sinner can be saved from the condemnation he 

deserves is also completely unknown to man apart from the revelation 



 

111 

of God’s grace in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It was emphasized that a 
person is either spiritually dead or spiritually alive.  Saving faith is ei-
ther present in a person’s heart or it is not (there is no in-between state).  
There are, however, degrees in the fruits of faith, such as spiritual wis-
dom and understanding, confidence in God’s help, ability to resist 
temptations to evil, and so on; but these will be dealt with further in the 
second part of the essay. 
 
Following the noon meal, the afternoon session began with a devotion 
conducted by Rev.  David J. Mensing.  The Conference Treasurer re-
ported that due to a contribution that came in late, the following chang-
es were made to the Budget Worksheet:  The Convention Collection 
went from $1,123.00 to $1,223.00, Total Pledges and Other Income 
went from $32,643.00 to 32,743.00, and Total Cash Available went 
from $46,458.16 to $46,558.16. 
 
The convention then took up the Election of Officers and Standing 
Committees.  Pastor David T. Mensing was re-elected President; Pastor 
Edward J.Worley was re-elected Vice President; Pastor Paul E. Bloedel 
was re-elected Secretary; and Mr. Robert G.  Bloedel was re-elected 
Treasurer.  Mr. William Bergstrom was re-elected as Board Member at 
Large from the “far west”; and Mr. Tom Fedor was elected as Board 
Member at Large from the “middle west.”  Elected to the Editorial 
Committee:  Pastor David T. Mensing, Editor of the Concordia Lu-
theran and Chairman of the committee; Pastor Paul Bloedel, Book and 
Tract Editor; and Mr. Jason Mabe, lay member.  Committee on Mis-
sions:  Pastor David T. Mensing, Chairman; Pastor Robert Lietz, Mr. 
Dale Peterson; Mr. John Swanson; and Mr. Paul C. Luedtke.  Commit-
tee on Theological Education: Pastor Edward Worley, Chairman; Pas-
tor Paul Bloedel; Mr. Daniel Bloedel; Mr. Mark Mensing.  Committee 
on Lutheran Union: Pastor Edward Worley, Chairman; Pastor Paul 
Bloedel; Pastor Robert Lietz; Mr. Phillip Martin.  Finance Committee: 
Mr. Robert G. Bloedel, Treasurer and Chairman; Mr. Paul Natterer; Mr. 
Phillip Martin; Mr. Jerry Sidwell.  Publishing House Board of Control: 
Pastor Robert J. Lietz, Chairman; Mr. Martin L. Trusty, Business Man-
ager; Mr. Phillip R. Martin, Print Shop Manager. 
 
On Sunday morning, the local pastor, the Rev. Edward J. Worley, again 
served as liturgist, and the Rev. Paul E. Bloedel preached the sermon 
based on Romans 12:1–2.  His theme was: The Mercies of God Move Us 
to Serve Him, divided into two parts:  I. Living in God’s service is com-
pletely reasonable for us as Christians; II. Serving God according to His 
will means being changed from our natural, worldly way of living. 
Following the noon meal, the afternoon session began with a devotion 
conducted by Pastor Daniel P. Mensing.  The convention then heard the 
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continuation of the doctrinal essay: ñHoly Scripture—The Only Source 
and Norm of the Christianôs Life,ò by Pastor David T. Mensing.  
“Sanctification in the Narrower Sense” is a term that is used to desig-
nate the work of the Holy Ghost in renewing the heart and life of the 
believer, so that he is able to fight against and overcome sin and do 
works that are pleasing to God for Christ’s sake.  Such good works are 
evidence of a living faith and are the necessary fruit of faith.  Every 
Christian has both the Old Man of sin and the New Man of faith.  These 
two are opposed to each other; and the struggle between the carnal 
mind and the spiritual mind will continue until we are taken to heaven.  
If there is no such spiritual struggle in the heart and life of a person here 
on earth, that person is not a Christian.  Even though the Law sets forth 
what is good in the sight of God and what is evil, and even though the 
threats of the Law can curb fleshly outbursts in transgression of the 
Law, yet it is the power of the Spirit in the Gospel (not the Law) that 

moves and enables Christians to do works that are truly good and ac-
ceptable before God through Jesus’ imputed righteousness.  Sanctifica-
tion in the narrower sense is always imperfect as far as our performance 
goes; but we desire to be perfect and strive after perfection in our new 
man.  Sanctification is worked in us by the gracious and powerful oper-
ation of the Holy Ghost through the Means of Grace—the Gospel and 
the Sacraments.  While there is no cooperation with God on the part of 
man with regard to his own conversion (as synergists teach), there is 
cooperation between God and the Christian’s new man in the perfor-
mance of good works.  The essayist then drew attention to the detailed 
definition of good works as found in our Catechism.  He stressed the 
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point that good works in the sight of God are the product of love—love 
for the Lord and for our neighbor in response to God’s great love for us 
in Christ.  Perfect love for the Lord summarizes God’s requirements in 
the First Table of the Law; and perfect love for our neighbor summariz-
es God’s requirements in the Second Table of the Law.  In His Law, the 
Lord sets forth those thoughts, words, and deeds that are sinful (which 
He commands us to avoid), as well as those thoughts, words, and deeds 
that are pleasing in His sight (which He commands us to follow in our 
lives).  The Holy Ghost works through the Gospel to enable and move 
us to follow His Law, just as it is through the Gospel alone that the 
Spirit creates, strengthens, and preserves saving faith in a Christian’s 
heart.  The Scriptures contain everything that we need to know in order 
to live in a God-pleasing way—that the Christian may be complete in 
his knowledge of God’s will for his life and equipped to follow it, 
ñthoroughly furnished unto all good worksò (II Timothy 3:17). 
 
Mr. Raymond S. Kusumi, the Conference Statistician, delivered the 
Statistical Report for Fiscal Year 2015–2016.  (The specifics of this 
report can be found in the official Proceedings when they are published 
and can be had also upon request.) 
 
In its final report, the Resolutions Committee submitted to the Conven-
tion drafts of six resolutions for its consideration and moved their adop-
tion.  In summary, the following resolutions were presented and unani-
mously adopted:  1) Thanks to Pastor David T. Mensing for his edifying 
essay; 2) Thanks to last year’s officers for their service and an exhorta-
tion to pray for the newly elected officers; 3) Thanks to Pastors David T. 
Mensing and Paul E. Bloedel for their sermons; 4) Thanks to Pastors  
Lietz, Bloedel, David J. Mensing, and Daniel P. Mensing, who led devo-
tions opening the various sessions of the Convention; 5) Thanks to Mr. 
Tim Bloedel for his work in providing organ music, and to Mr. Jerry Sid-
well (choir director) and to all those who participated in the joint choir to 
the glory of God; 6) Thanks to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church—Pastor and 
Mrs. Edward J. Worley, Mr. Lee Roller, and the other members of the 
congregation—for hosting the convention and for their loving and gener-
ous hospitality, and thanks to the Lord for preserving among us the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace through His Word.  From the floor a 
recommendation was made to include in Resolution #6 special thanks to 
Mr. Nathan Bloedel for organizing a trip to downtown Seattle for the 
enjoyment of Convention guests, and thanks also to the various men who 
assisted the ladies in their work of preparing and serving Convention 
meals.  Without objection, the recommended additions were included in 
the resolution. 
 
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church of Oak Forest, Illinois, through its lay delegate 
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extended to the Conference its invitation to host the 66
th

 Annual Conven-
tion  (Dates: Pastoral Conference: Tuesday and Wednesday, June 20 
and 21; Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, June 22; The Convention: 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 23, 24, and 25, 2017); and this invita-
tion was accepted with the thanks of the Convention. 

 
The agenda having been completed, the Con-
ference President concluded the 65th Annual 
Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Confer-
ence with a devotion that included the singing 
of Hymn 53, a prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
usual and customary exhortation and formular-
ies, and the Apostolic Benediction. 
 

—P.  E.  B. 
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Sermon Delivered at the  

Convention Sunday Service 
by the Rev. Paul E. Bloedel — Lebanon, Oregon 

Romans 12:1-2 

 
The Gospel of God’s grace in Christ Jesus 
is the most comforting message that a peni-
tent sinner can hear—that on the basis of 
Jesus’ work of atonement all our sins have 
been completely forgiven by God, He will 
not punish us (as we deserve to be), but 
loves us and cares for us in this earthly life, 
and will finally take us to heaven to live 
with Him in endless joy and bliss.  But that 
glorious Gospel is grossly abused and mis-
applied when it is used to comfort the heart 
and pacify the conscience of a person who 
is continuing willfully and intentionally in 
sin without remorse.  Jesus did not earn for-
giveness for us so that we would continue 

living in sins or give into vice all the more easily (II Corinthians 5:15)
—feeling safe and secure in our sins.  When the devil and the sinful 
flesh of man misapply the Gospel of God’s grace and forgiveness to 
make people feel comfortable continuing in wickedness, then the threat-
ening voice of God’s Law, which the impenitent person needs to hear, 
is made silent and without effect.  May the Lord guard and keep us 
from ever taking the Gospel of the free forgiveness through the blood of 
Christ as a license to sin carelessly without fear of punishment.  We 
would be showing ourselves to be most vile unbelievers who really des-
pise Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, if we would intentionally continue 
to disobey Him.  Accordingly, the Apostle Paul asks in his letter to the 
Romans: ñShall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God for-
bid.  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?ò (6:1–
2). 

Of course, we realize that the devil, the world, and our flesh are often 
successful in leading us into the pathways of sin and error.  But we are 
not to indulge ourselves in those sins; we are not to excuse them, de-
fend them, and willfully continue in them; nor are we to put ourselves 
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into tempting situations.  Though it is the Law of God that clearly 
teaches us what we should and should not do, yet the doctrine of Scrip-
ture that enables us and motivates us to turn from sin and live godly 
lives is the Gospel, in which we are told about the mercies of God to-
ward sinful mankind all for the sake of Christ Jesus’ work of redemp-
tion.  Let us, therefore, this morning, on the basis of our text, focus our 
attention upon the following theme: 

The Mercies of God Move Us to Serve Him. 

We shall see in the first place that (I) living in God’s service is com-
pletely reasonable for us as Christians; and, secondly, that (II) serving 
God according to His will means being changed from our natural, 
worldly way of living. 

I. 

Right at the outset of our text, we are directed to consider that which 
motivates our obedience and willing service of the Lord, where we 
read:  ñI beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable serviceò (v.  1).  But what exactly is meant by ñthe 
mercies of Godò?  It is simply a reference to the loving kindness that 
God extends to us poor miserable sinners for Christ’s sake.  The Bible 
uses a few different words to bring out different aspects of God’s love.  
The term ñgraceò is used to emphasize how God’s love toward us is a 
free gift that we do no merit.  The term ñlongsufferingò is used to em-
phasize how God’s love toward us is extended patiently for a long time  
(He does not immediately damn us to hell after our first sin, even 
though He would be completely just in doing so).  And the term 
ñmercy,ò as we have it in our text for this morning in the plural form, is 
used to emphasize how God’s love toward us is compassion and pity 
for those who are in great need of His help. 

But what is it that makes our need so very great?  It is, of course, our 
wretched sinfulness and the dreadful punishment of hell that each and 
every one of us deserves on the basis of God’s perfect justice on ac-
count of our many sins in thoughts, desires, words, and deeds in viola-
tion of the holy Law of the Lord.  The Bible makes it clear that, from 
the very beginning of our existence, even while still in our mother’s 
womb, we are sinful creatures (Psalm 51:5); and, apart from the saving 
grace and mercies of God, all people would live their entire lives only 
sinning (Genesis 6:5), never pleasing God (Romans 8:7–8), never com-
ing to Him in faith (I Corinthians 12:3), and bringing upon themselves 
the just recompense of their wickedness (Hebrews 2:2), namely, ever-
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lasting pain and agony in the fires of hell (Isaiah 66:24).  Indeed, our 
need is great! 

Thankfully, God is full of pity, mercy, and compassion towards us for 
Jesus’ sake.  In His mercy and grace, God sent His Son into the world 
to be our Substitute under His own Law—keeping it perfectly in our 
stead.  But because God’s Law has been transgressed by us and all peo-
ple, the Lord’s justice demands that punishment be carried out.  So then 
in order to save sinful mankind, Jesus took the sins of the world upon 
Himself, together with the wages of those sins, even the unimaginable 
pains of hell, and suffered under the wrath of God in our place on the 
cross.  And for Jesus’ sake, on account of that redemptive work, God 
forgave the sins of the whole world, ñnot imputing their trespasses unto 
themò (II Corinthians 5:19).  Now by faith in Christ Jesus and the for-
giveness He won for us, we are God’s dear children (Galatians 3:26) 
and heirs of life everlasting in heaven (Romans 8:17). 

It is this Gospel of God’s great love for us in Christ that moves us to 
love Him in return, as the Apostle John writes: ñWe love Him because 
He first loved usò (I John 4:19).  Though both faith and love for the 
Lord are invisible (in the heart), yet they are displayed in our lives by 
the fruits of faith and love, namely, obedience to God’s command-
ments.  Again, St. John writes: ñThis is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments; and His commandments are not grievousò (I John 
5:3).  And the Apostle James writes: ñI will show thee my faith by my 
worksò (2:18). 

The mercies of God in Christ Jesus provide all the motivation that a 
true Christian needs to live his life in the service of the Lord.  
Threats of punishment can curb the man’s sinful flesh, but at the 
most only produce an outward, very superficial obedience (coupled 
with resentment and possibly even hatred of God); and that is cer-
tainly not pleasing to the Lord.  That is why Paul admonishes and 
exhorts us in our text by the sweet mercies of God for Christ’s sake 
rather than by the threats of God’s wrath, so that we are motivated 
by the Gospel gladly and willingly to serve and obey our loving 
Lord and Savior from our hearts. 

We are told in our text to present our bodies a ñliving sacrificeò to God.  
We are to give ourselves completely over to Him—no longer living in 
the service of sin or of our own selfish, fleshly interests.  Yes, our text 
calls this a ñsacrifice,ò and so it is.  But it is not at all a sacrifice meant 
to atone for our sins or appease the wrath of God, for that kind of sacri-
fice was offered up once and for all by Jesus Christ in our place when 
He offered up Himself on the cross.  The Scriptures say: ñBy one offer-
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ing [Christ] hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  éNow 
where remission of these [sins] is, there is no more offering for 
sinò (Hebrews 10:14,18).  Our ñliving sacrificeò of service and obedi-
ence to the Lord is what we Christians should gladly offer to God in 
appreciation for His great sacrifice of Himself to save us—enduring the 
pains of hell so that we could be spared that punishment.  The Bible 
tells us that Christ died and redeemed us from our sins so that we would 
serve Him.  In St. Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians we read:  ñHe 
died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto Him which died for them and rose againò (5:15). 

Our text mentions that the ñliving sacrificeò of obedient service that we 
bring before God is to be ñholyò and ñacceptableò in His sight.  Since 
God Himself is holy (sinless and hating sin), nothing short of holy sac-
rifices would be acceptable unto Him.  But since we all have the old, 
sinful flesh, every good work we perform is still tainted with sin; we 
fall far short of the perfection He requires; and, as the prophet Isaiah 
writes: ñAll our righteousnesses are as filthy ragsò (64:6).  It is only by 
virtue of the righteousness of Christ, which we receive as our own by 
faith in Him, that our sins are covered and our works and sacrifices are 
counted as holy and acceptable before God (I Peter 2:5; Philippians 
1:11). 

Our service of God is described in our text as being ñreasonableò—
involving our mind and reason, as opposed to mere outward formalism.  
Of course, the dedication of our lives to the Lord’s service is mocked 
by the unbelieving world and thought to be completely insane—
completely unreasonable for a religion to have such control over one’s 
life.  However, it is should be clearly understood that it is completely 
reasonable for our Creator to demand such service of us; and it is cer-
tainly reasonable that we, His creatures, would serve Him.  Further-
more, it is only reasonable that we who have been the recipients of 
God’s great mercy, His saving grace, would feel so indebted to Him 
that we would certainly desire to serve Him with our lives out of grati-
tude for all that He has done for us to save us from our sins and from 
eternal death.  By contrast, it is completely unreasonable for a person to 
say that he is a true Christian who trusts in Christ and accepts the grace 
of God with a thankful heart, but does not desire to serve the Lord and 
persists in willful disobedience (Romans 6:1-2).  Anyone who would 
make such an unreasonable claim is clearly ña liarò and a hypocrite (I 
John 1:6; 2:4). 

If your appreciation for the mercies of God in Christ is real and heart-
felt, then you will not merely say an empty “thank You” to Him, while 
intentionally doing that which you know displeases Him.  On the con-
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trary, the mercies of God will move you to offer your heart, mind, and 
life to the Lord’s service.  Indeed, that is ñyour reasonable serviceò to 
the One who saved you from hell by His own bitter suffering and death 
on the cross. 

II. 

We are told in the second verse of our text: ñBe not conformed to this 
worldò (v.  2).  Paul here admonishes us not to allow ourselves to be 
molded into the image of this sinful world (either inwardly or outward-
ly).  In the way we think, in the way that we evaluate things that are 
good and things that are evil, we are to be very different than the unbe-
lievers.  So also in our outward conduct—the way we act in public, the 
things we do, the places we go, the way we speak, and so on—we are 
not to be ñconformed to this world,ò but should clearly stand out as 
being quite different than the children of this world. 

But we can very easily be led astray and become ñconformed to this 
worldò if we are not careful in our dealings with worldly individuals.  
Not that we can or even should try to avoid all contact with the unbe-
lievers altogether (I Cor.  5:9–10)—because then we would never have 
an opportunity to testify to them of what the Bible teaches and let our 
Christian light shine before them.  But we should always be on our 
guard lest they draw us into their sinful activities, or sinful ways of talk-
ing, or sinful ways of thinking.  Thus Jesus prayed for His disciples, 
saying: ñI pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that Thou shouldest keep them from the evilò (John 17:15). 

Weak Christians will sometime allow themselves to fall under the influ-
ence of this world to the extent that they shamefully blend in very 
closely with the unbelievers—not letting their light of faith shine to the 
glory of God the Father but, instead, being at least somewhat con-
formed to wicked ways of the world.  Not only is such worldliness very 
dangerous to a Christian’s faith, but it also shows that ñthe mercies of 
Godò in Christ Jesus mean very little to the weak Christian if he so 
readily chooses to follow the beckoning of the world rather than the 
voice of His Savior. 

In the Scriptures we are told:  ñMy son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou notò (Proverbs 1:10).  But oh how difficult it is to resist the entice-
ments to conform to this world if we are trying to “fit in” and be well-
liked by our worldly acquaintances, coworkers, classmates, friends, and 
relatives.  Accordingly, the Apostle Paul wrote in his first epistle to the 
Corinthians: ñBe not deceived; evil communications corrupt good man-
nersò (15:33), or more literally: ñEvil associations (bad company) cor-
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rupt good morals.ò  We should all pray earnestly that God would help 
us to resist the temptation to be like our unbelieving acquaintances and 
to participate in their sinful activities. 

Instead of being conformed to the behavior of this world, we are ad-
monished in our text as follows:  ñBut be ye transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of Godò (v.  2).  The word translated as ñrenewingò in 
our text literally means a “complete change for the better” (Thayer, 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament).  We are to be 
ñtransformed,ò or changed, from our natural fleshly condition, which 
opposes the Word and will of God, to a new condition of love and 
friendship with God in which we desire to put into practice the ñgood, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.ò  This is not a mere external 
change of behavior, or just an outward reformation of bad habits; but it 
is, as our text says, a renewing of the mind, of our inmost self, our 
heart, our soul.  And certainly, when the mind has been changed, the 
way the person lives outwardly will also change.  And it should defi-
nitely be evident to the people around us that the Holy Ghost has 
changed us—that we are the children of God who are moved by His 
mercies in Christ Jesus to live our lives in His service. 

But how are we to know precisely what God wants us to do, how we 
are to serve Him, how He wants us to live our lives?  Thankfully, God 
has not left us to guess about what works are pleasing to Him and what 
works displease Him.  In His holy Law, the Lord has clearly revealed 
how He wants us to live our lives and serve Him according to His will.  
And here again, it is important that we do not allow ourselves to be mis-
lead by the world around us.  For example:  The world says that it is 
mean and cruel to spank children or to inflict any kind of pain upon 
them.  But the Bible says: ñHe that spareth his rod hateth his son; but 
he that loveth him chasteneth him betimesò (Proverbs 13:24).  The 
world says that it is unloving (or even unchristian) to tell someone that 
he is sinning and needs to repent lest he be condemned to eternal hell-
fire.  But the Bible says: ñThou shalt not hate thy brother in thine 
heart; thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor and not suffer [or 
permit] sin upon himò (Leviticus 19:17).  The world says that Christian 
love and tolerance should cause us to have fellowship with all other 
churches and their adherents that say they believe in Jesus, even if they 
have errors in other doctrines.  But the Bible says: ñ[Christian love] 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truthò (I Corinthians 13:6).  
So we are to be guided by the Scriptures in our lives of sanctification 
rather than follow the “wisdom” of this world if we want to serve the 
Lord in a way that truly pleases Him. 
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And what is it that will motivate us to do this?  Not the threats of God’s 
punishment, not the thought of earning or meriting anything good from 
Him, but the tender ñmercies of Godò in the Gospel of Christ is what 
moves us in love and gratitude to serve Him, to be continuously re-
newed in the spirit of our mind, and to fight against the temptation to be 
conformed to this world.  Remembering that it is only through the great 
mercies of God in and through the work of our Savior Jesus Christ that 
we have been saved from our sins and the punishment of hell that we 
deserve, we should not lack any of the needed motivation to serve Him.  
So then out of gratitude for such mercy and grace, we should, as we are 
exhorted to do in our text, present our bodies to God as a living sacrifice 
to be used in His service according to His will. 

May the loving compassion and tender mercies of God always have this 
blessed effect on you, so that you always cling firmly to Christ, your 
Savior, in faith and gladly serve Him in love here on earth and hereafter 
in heaven.  Amen. 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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Update on Our  
Conference Mission Work 

 
So that our readers are kept up to date on our mission endeavors, the 
Committee on Missions of the Conference is providing the following 
information from its annual report presented to the  convention in Seat-
tle (June 24-26, 2016). 
 
One of the functions of the Committee on Missions is to survey the gen-
eral circumstances of small congregations in our fellowship which re-
quest financial subsidy from the Conference and to make  recommenda-
tion regarding such requests to the Conference at its conventions.  The 
Committee’s purpose in this endeavor is to assist truly needy congrega-
tions chiefly in providing their pastors the funds to ñlive of the Gospelò 
as God Himself has ñordainedò their support (I Corinthians 9:14), and 
also to use the Conference treasury in the wisest way for the extension 
of the Savior’s Kingdom. 
 
When we who ñknow the grace of our Lord Jesus Christò (II Corinthi-
ans 8:9) have  ñopportunityò to ñdo good, éespecially unto them who 
are of the household of faithò (Galatians 6:10), it is neither profitable 
for them, nor is it evidence to us or to others that we are in fact ñthe 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesusò (Galatians 3:26), merely to 
say to brethren in need, ñóDepart in peace; be ye warmed and filled,ô 
notwithstanding [we] give them not those things which are needful to 
the body,ò James tells us in his general epistle chapter two, verse 16.  
Therefore, with the generous support of the Conference brethren, moti-
vated by the Gospel (II Corinthians 5:14) to ñbearéone anotherôs bur-
dens and so [to] fulfill the Law of Christò (Galatians 6:2) in our Chris-
tian sanctification to His glory, and assured of the Lord’s promise to 
grant us the ability to make good on our intentions (II Corinthians 9:8), 
we have been subsidizing three congregations of our fellowship, two 
of which are member-congregations stateside and one of which is a 
congregation in fellowship in far-off Russia. 
 
!  St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sauk Village, Illinois – 
The members of St. Mark’s, by God’s grace alone, have this past year 
been blessed with many good and perfect blessings ñfrom 
aboveò (James 1:17a), not the least of which is the desire, expressed in 
their recent letter to our committee,  to work in the fear and love of God 
toward the goal of being self-supporting and no longer needing a Con-
ference subsidy.  They also expressed the desire “to help other congre-
gations in our fellowship the way they  have helped us.”  To reflect 
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their improving finances under the Lord’s blessings and working to-
ward their goal of being supported by their own members, St. Mark’s 
requested for this coming fiscal year 13.33% less subsidy than last 
year.  St. Mark’s has only  thirteen communicant members, five voting 
members, and eleven households. That little flock raises the majority of 
its Pastor’s support by the freewill offerings of its people to the glory of 
God (I Corinthians 10:31), not to mention the funds needed to pay other 
regular expenses of the congregation.  With the subsidy of the Confer-
ence, the congregation is able to salary its  Pastor at a level that approx-
imates the average household income of the members.  In addition to 
the salary, the Pastor is provided rent-free housing, all utilities paid, for 
himself and his five young children.  Thus in their careful stewardship 
of the Lord’s money, together with the subsidy they have requested, St. 
Mark’s supports its Pastor at the standard set by the Lord Himself in 
Luke 10:7.  To God alone the glory!  The Convention accepted the 
Committee’s recommended approval of the subsidy requested by St. 
Mark’s for fiscal year 2016-2017, and beseeches the Conference con-
gregations to join in praying for the brethren’s continued blessings un-
der the gracious hand of our loving and merciful God for Jesus’ sake. 
 
!  Good Shepherd Ev. Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona –  Good 
Shepherd in Tucson has also been blessed by the Lord of the church in 
many ways during the past fiscal year.  Attendance at worship services 
averages about 25 souls, and the members actively participate in the 
Bible Class and other opportunities for spiritual growth in grace and in 
the knowledge of God’s Word.  The Pastor also has young people in a 
Confirmation class and adults under instruction preparatory for commu-
nicant membership.  There are twelve households in the congregation, 
including twenty-two communicant members and eleven voting 
members.  Two members are currently confined to nursing facilities.  
Approximately 30% of the Pastor’s support is derived from Conference 
subsidy.  Housing is not provided by the congregation, but the Pastor 
and his wife were able recently to purchase a small home in the area in 
close proximity to the church.  The congregation does provide cell 
phone service on a line that doubles as the Pastor’s phone and that of 
the church.  The congregation has expressed its gratitude to the Confer-
ence brethren for their subsidy support and has requested subsidy in the 
same amount as last year to enable it to maintain the Pastor’s support at 
or around the average level of its members (Cf. Luke 10:7).  The Com-
mittee heartily recommended that the Conference in convention assem-
bled approve that amount for the coming fiscal year, and the recom-
mendation was accepted.  We ask the brethren’s continued fervent pray-
ers to the Lord of the Church for His abundant blessing upon the Pastor, 
his family, and our sister congregation in Tucson. 
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!  Orthodox Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg, Ekaterinburg, Rus-
sia – This congregation has also enjoyed by God’s grace many bless-
ings during the past fiscal year. The health of their Pastor has continued 
to improve so that he has, according to his monthly reports to your 
chairman, conducted all of the scheduled Sunday worship services and 
Bible classes during the past year, taught bi-weekly lectures at the local 
library, and visited his members in their homes.  The congregation, ac-
cording to its most recent profile, numbers twenty-nine communicants 
and nineteen voting members from eight households.  Typical attend-
ance at worship services, however, is only eleven souls, a situation that 
needs to be addressed in accordance with God’s Word (Third Com-
mandment; Hebrews 10:25) for the spiritual welfare of His flock.  The 
average household income is equivalent to only $ 13,000.00 U.S. per 
year, and Pastor’s income at present is supplied entirely by the Confer-
ence’s subsidy.  The Pastor and his family live in a rented apartment 
NOT supplied by the congregation, although the church contributes ap-
proximately $ 50.00 per month toward the cost.  A bit of good news 
from a financial standpoint:  The Pastor’s indebtedness remaining from 
his medical issues and hospitalization several years back has been re-
duced considerably. 
 
It is difficult for us to imagine the conditions in Russia under which a 
small Lutheran congregation of impoverished Christians must operate 
when the huge Russian Orthodox Church, with its political influence, is 
the state-favored religion; and we beg the Lord’s protection of this little 
flock under the cloud of discrimination and adversity that overshadows 
it (Luke 12:32). 
 
Pastor Schurganoff has supplied the committee’s chairman with month-
ly reports throughout the year, as well as several sermons computer-
translated into English.  He also wrote and contributed an edifying arti-
cle for the Concordia Lutheran on Hebrews 10:25 published in the 
May-June issue.  If our people have not yet read it, we encourage them 
to do so. 
During the past fiscal year, the Ekaterinburg congregation received 
from our Conference  monthly subsidy as in previous years, including 
funds for the Pastor’s salary, toward reducing the medical debt of his 
family, and for the rental of the congregation’s worship facility.  For the 
2016-2017 Fiscal Year, the congregation requested from us the same 
subsidy as last year; and the convention, upon the committee’s recom-
mendation, approved that amount. 
 
We do want to include some information concerning our dear Nigerian 
brethren: 
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!  During the summer of 2015, your chairman generated a brief ques-
tionnaire for the pastors in Nigeria to get some biographical information 
about them.  Then, in the July–August Concordia Lutheran we pub-
lished a thumbnail sketch of each pastor’s life together with a picture, 
so that all of our people stateside would be able to know something 
about them.  If you have not read that issue, we would encourage you to 
do so. 
 

!  Sadly, on November 4th, Pastor Fyneface informed us that Pastor 
Onesimus Ekele of Lagos had left his congregation there, as well as the 
fellowship of the F.L.C.N., to join a Pentecostal group in the North 
Central State of Nigeria.  His Anglican theological training and only a 
brief colloquy when he joined the F.L.C.N. did not serve the fellowship 
well.  Moreover, the little congregation in Lagos had to dissolve be-
cause the government there did not permit it to meet in a residence, and 
rental of a public facility was financially prohibitive.  Pastor Fyneface 
intended to meet with the remnant there to determine what they would 
be able to do. 
 
!  Later on in November, and then also in April, the Lord, in His infi-
nite, gracious wisdom, removed from ñthe sufferings of this present 
timeò into ñthe glory that shall be revealed in [all true believ-
ers]ò (Romans 8:18) two of the Nigerian pastors, the Rev. Allenson 
Karibi Asawo, Pastor of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Port Har-
court, on November 26th, and the Rev. Elison Bibi Agborubere, Pastor 
of Salem Lutheran Church in Abalama, on April 5th.  A brief obituary 
for each of the men appeared in our Concordia Lutheran.  These sud-
den losses were a blow to the congregations involved, first of all, but 
also to the entire Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations in Nigeria, and 
Pastor Fyneface in particular, who trained these faithful shepherds, who 
now are faced with filling those unexpected vacancies.  We commit our 
sorrowing brethren into the comforting arms of the Savior, ñthe Resur-
rection and the Lifeò (John 11:25), in and through His precious Gospel, 
and pray the Lord of the harvest that, in His own best way and time, He 
will send forth more laborers into His harvest (Matthew 9:38). 
 
!  While the Conference itself has never been asked to provide financial 
subsidy to the Nigerian brethren, we did on particular occasions in the 
past take up special offerings to relieve them in times of special neces-
sity; and our brethren at St. John’s in Lebanon have every several 
months or so sent generous contributions from their own congregation 
to relieve their wants and particular issues of indebtedness on the part 
of the pastors. 
 
!  Your chairman recently wrote Pastor Fyneface for an update on his 
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health issues and for information about any special needs that the con-
gregations there might have, and he replied very promptly by e-mail.  
He and his wife are holding up very well health-wise with the prescrip-
tions given to them.  However, they spend a lot on prescriptions; and 
with the economic inflation in Nigeria and the high cost of food stuffs 
and medication, they are facing hard times.  Sadly, they lost their two 
pastors because of illnesses which, outside of Nigeria, could have been 
treated with medical care which we, stateside, take for granted: Malaria, 
hypertension and diabetes.  Moreover, the sick in their hospitals are 
dying every day due to doctors’ strike actions and the people’s  inability 
to afford the needed medication.  Pastor Fyneface’s goiter problem still 
exists and is being managed.  He is at present investigating the possibil-
ity of having the surgery necessary to relieve it done there in Nigeria.  
The congregations are doing fine according to Pastor Fyneface.  He and 
the other pastors visit St. Paul’s in Kula and St. Matthew’s in Port Har-
court on occasion to serve those vacant flocks.  He has prepared a time-
table for them as to when they will be visiting them before the end of 
the year — which seems to indicate that the pastoral visits are not very 
frequent, nor are they on a consistent basis.  He noted that the visiting 
will not be as regular as it should be due to the high cost of gasoline 
which that has made transportation fares to go up as well.  He said that 
the churches are not being supported as before, due to non-payment of 
workers salaries for five months now and even more than five months 
in some states.  (We don’t know whether this refers only to government 
workers or to workers in general who have either been laid off or simp-
ly not paid because of the depressed economy.) This has caused the 
churches’ failure to pay their pastors’ salaries.  (This is, of course, of 
great concern to us, since the pastors may not have a livelihood.)  Pastor 
Fyneface noted with gratitude that the brethren at St. John’s in Lebanon 
are indeed supporting them a lot, and that they truly appreciate them.  
He stated that they still need help with clearing outstanding debts, and 
that, for their new members, they are looking forward to the Bibles in 
the Kalabari language that Scriptural Publications has printed and is just 
about ready to ship to them. 
 
 

Regarding the work of all our congregations, large or small, thriving or 
struggling, here at home or abroad, we commend ourselves — our bod-
ies, our souls, and all things — into the hands of our merciful and gra-
cious God in Christ Jesus, ñwho is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or thinkò (Ephesians 3:20), confidently declaring 
with St. Paul:  ñIf God be for us, who can be against us?  He that 
spared not His own Son but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things?ò (Romans 8:31b-32). 
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— Pastor David T. Mensing, Chairman 
Committee on Missions                      
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Churches in Fellowship 
 

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CHURCH OF EKATERINBURG 
Ekaterinburg, Russia 
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor 
P. O. Box 27 
620039 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
E-mail: Schurganoff@mail.ru 

___________________________ 
 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Olu-Ama (Kula), Nigeria 
(Pastoral Vacancy at present) 
 

ST. PAULôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Abule Egba, Lagos, Nigeria 
(Pastoral Vacancy at present) 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Idama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Innocent Karibo, Pastor 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Abalama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Balaiyi Thompson and The Rev. Bateinm Bestman, Pastors 
Thompson Compound Abalama 
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. CLEMENTôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria 
The Rev. Timothy Biobele Aaron, Pastor 
St. Clement Lutheran Church, 
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry 
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. MATTHEWôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 
(Pastoral Vacancy at present) 
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. PAULôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Kula, Nigeria 
(Pastoral Vacancy at present) 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
 

ST. PAULôS NYEMONI LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL 
Abonnema, Nigeria 
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and 
The Rev. Godôstime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors 
P. O. Box 123 
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA 
E-Mail: njohnfyneface@yahoo.co.uk  



 

131 

Directory of Member Congregations 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH         On 
the  eb at  
 090 S. Melpomene  ay, Tucson, A    730        GoodShepherdLutheranChurchTucson.com 
Worship Service .............................  : 0 a.m. 
Sunday School   Bible Class ....... 10:   a.m.  Telephone ( 20) 721-761  
The Rev. DANIEL P. MENSING, Pastor 
  6  East  ildcat Drive, Tucson, A    730  Pastor  ( 20)    - 69  
E-mail:  goodshepherdlutherantucson@gmail.com  
 

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH         On the  eb at  
Central Avenue at 171st Place, Oak  orest, IL 60  2- 913     PeaceEvLutheran.com 
Sunday School   Bible Class ......... 8: 0 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m.  Telephone  (70 )  32- 2   
The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor 
171 1 South Central Avenue, Oak  orest, IL 60  2- 913 Pastor  (70 )  32-903  
E-mail:  pastormensing@yahoo.com 
 

ST. JOHNôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixth and Tangent Streets, Lebanon, OR 973     Telephone  (  1) 2  -29 1        
Sunday School   Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................. 11:00 a.m. 
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor 
  3 Tangent Street, 

revbloedel@gmail.com 

ST. LUKEôS LUTHERAN CHURCH          On the  eb at  
 3 0 South  ountain Street, Seattle,  A 9 17           StLukes-CLC.com 
Sunday School   Bible Class ........  :00 a.m. 
Worship Service ............................ 10: 0 a.m.  Telephone  (206) 723-107  
The Rev. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor 
     –   th Avenue South, Seattle,  A 9 11   Pastor  (206) 723-7 1  
E-mail:  rev orley@comcast.net 
 

NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on  
the 1st and 3rd Sundays.  Please call the Pastor for current location. 
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class ............................  : 0 p.m. 
Adult Catechism Class          8: 0 p.m. 
 

ST. MARKôS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH         On the  eb at  
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk  illage, IL 60 11               StMarksEvLutheran.com 
Worship Service            ......  : 0 p.m. 
Adult Bible Class                :   p.m.  Telephone  (70 ) 7 7-6  9 
The Rev. DAVID J. MENSING, Pastor 
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk  illage, IL 60 11  Pastor  (70 ) 6  -7  9 
E-mail:  d mensing@hotmail.com  
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH        On the  eb at  
300 North Ridgeland Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302      TrinityEvLutheran.com 
Sunday School   Bible Class      :00 a.m. 
Worship Service ......................... 10:1  a.m.  Telephone  (70 ) 3 6-6773 
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIET , Pastor 
233 North Cuyler Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302  Pastor  (70 ) 3 6- 1   
E-mail:  robertjliet @gmail.com 
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Gospel Abuse 

“May the Lord guard and keep us 

from ever taking the Gospel of the 

free forgiveness through the blood 

of Christ as a license to sin care-

lessly without fear of punishment.  

We would be showing ourselves to 

be most vile unbelievers who really 

despise Christ’s sacrifice on the 

cross, if we would intentionally 

continue to disobey Him.  Accord-

ingly, the Apostle Paul asks in his 

letter to the Romans: óShall we con-

tinue in sin, that grace may 

abound? God forbid.  How shall 

we, that are dead to sin, live any 

longer therein?ô  (6:1–2).” 

 
—Excerpt from the Sunday Convention Sermon, p. 117. 


