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Statement of Purpose:, 

&U Y!X lorth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
cord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

TO show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives, 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
ooay but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Chrzst’s Institution. All who do tnls are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment,” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various ao- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Con&s- 
sions, and in the oId orthodox Lutheran 
writings, 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mir- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doetrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impnrsion. 



WITH THE WORDS of Paul, ‘%ndeavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace,” (EPH. 4: 3) and UNION THROUGH 
UNITY as their motto, the pastors and lay delegates of the Concor- 
dia Lutheran Conference assembled in Tinley Park, Illinois (June 
14 - 16, 1968) for their Elighteenth Annual Convention, hosted by 
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church with the assistance of Christ Lutheran 
Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In the very attractive church 
building of Peace congregation, amid a picturesque setting, the 
representatives of our churches gathered to discuss and decide up- 
on the work of Christ’s kingdom. The Official Proceedings of the 
1968 convention will, God willing, lbe printed and made available 
as soon as possible. In the meantime a brief resume of the conven- 
tion is herewith oRered. 

THE CONVENTION PROPER began on Friday, June 14, with a di- 
vine service in which Pastor M. L. Batterer of Lebanon, Oregon, 
read the edifying sermon which President E. L. Mehlberg of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, had prepared on the theme: How SHOULD WE 
CARRY OUT THE CHURCH WORK WHICH CONFRONTS Us? with his 
message based on I COR. 1258. Under doctor’s care because of 
throat surgery, President Mehlberg did not deliver his sermon 
personally. Pastor H. David Mensing, the host pastor, served as 
liturgist. An offering was received for the General Fund of the 
Conference. 

ON SUNDAY MORNING, June 16, another divine service was 
held in which Holy Communion was celebrated. Pastor 0. W. 
Schaefer of Wilmot, South Dakota, delivered a challenging sermon 
on JUDE 3 under the theme: CHRIST’S CALL TO EVERY CHRISTIAN: 
CONTEND FOR THE FAITH! The host pastor served as liturgist. The 
offering received at this service helped to defray the convention 
expenses of the local congregation. 

FIVE PASTORS, ten lay delegates, and 50 visitors were in atten- 
dance at this convention. Traveling by car, train, and plane, people 
came from the states of Washington, Oregon, South Dakota, Wis- 
consin, Missouri, and Illinois. 



EACH SESSION of the convention was preceded by an appropri- 
ate devotion. In addition, the delegates heard an elightening and 
instructive essay on the subj.eet: TOWARD UNION IN THE UNITY OF 
THE SPIRIT! presented by Pastor M. L. Natterer of Lebanon, Ore- 
gon. Various committee reports were also made to the Conference. 

THE FOLLOWING were elected for the coming year: 
President: Rev. 0. W. Schaefer 
Vice-president: Rev. H. David Mensing 
Secretary: Rev. M. L. Natterer 
Treasurer: Mr. V. K. Bloedel 

Board members-at-large: Mr. Howard Wenck, Mr. Walter Fischer 

The Editorial Committee 
Pastor P. R. Bloedel, editor 

Pastor M. L. Natterer, assistant editor 
Mr. Martin R. Luedtke, business manager 

The Committee on Theological Education 
Pastor P. R. Bloedel, chm., Pastor H, David Mensing 
Mr. Martin R. Luedtke and Mr. David T. Mensing 

The Committee on Missions 
Pastor M. L. Natterer, Mr. Walter Fischer, Mr. Glen Frerichs 

The Committee for Sunday School Materials 
Pastor P. R. Bloedel, Mr. David T. Mensing, Mr. V. K. Bloedel 

The Committee on Lutheran Union 
Pastor H. David Mensing, Pastor M. L. Natterer 
Pastor E. L. Mehllberg and Mr. David T. Mensing 

THE CONVENTION accepted a budget for the coming fiscal year 
of $3,330.00 and authorized a transfer of $400 from the General 
Fund to a special fund for the purpose of establishing a Conference 
Publishing House. 

IT WAS RESOLVED that suggestions from our congregations for 
tracts be sent to the Tract Committee, Rev. P. R. Bloedel, chairman, 
which is to select two topics for publication during the coming 
year and appoint their authors. 

THE DELEGATES also resolved that none of our membership will 
attend as participants in the meeting of the Lutheran Free Con- 
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ference in Minneapolis besause it has forsaken its ultimate objec- 
tive of reaching full unity in doctrine and practice, through a sound 
position on the Holy Scriptures. The President and the Nice-presi- 
dent of our Conference sent a copy of the resolution to the Plan- 
ning Committee of the Lutheran Free Conference together with a 
cover letter over their signatures. 

ACTING ON MEMORIALS from Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tin- 
ley Park, Illinois, and Christ Lutheran Church, Milwa,ukee, Wis- 
consin, and on the report of the Committee on Theological Educa- 
tion, the convention resolved to propose to our congregations by 
referendum two propositions pertaining to the Seminary: 1) That 
the Milwaukee Seminary Plan be declared no longer in effect ; and 
2) that the Committee on Theological Education set up a more ade- 
quate Seminary Plan and visit the member-congregations during 
the coming year to present the new plan in detail, soliciting their 
endorsement and support in the form of financial pledges and en- 
couraging the building up of otir Seminary Fund in order to imple- 
ment the entire Plan *as soon as possible. A majority positive vote 
:on this referendum will put the Plan into effect. 

ONCE AGAIN the convention resolved to hold an annual Confer- 
ence convention. As to the time of future conventions, it was re- 
solved to schedule them so as to conclude on the 4th Sunday in the 
month of June. 

THE PLACE of the next convention will be determined when an 
oficial invitation has been received from any of our congregations. 

FOR THE INSPIRATION afforded by the sermons, devotions, and 
essay; for the fine Christian fellowship ; for the generous hospita- 
lity of the host congregation, and for the wonderful cooperation of 
all, we laud and magnify the Lord of the Church. May He give us 
all new zeal and couYrage to go forward in His name and serve Him 
with gladness of heart! May His blessings rest upon our consecra- 
ted endeavors to His honor and glory and to the welfare of irn- 
mortal souls ! “The work of our hands establish Thou it!” PSALM 

90: 17. 
-0. W. Schaefer, Secretary 



There are many passages in 
Scripture which speak of the 
wonderful character of Christians 
and of the wholesome influence 
which they are to exert in this 
life. Thus the Lord says to His 
followers, “Ye are the sa3Zt of the 
eartJ2 . . . ye are the light of the 
world . . . Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see 
your good works and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven!” Matt. 
5: 13-16. Sincere believers will be 
conscious of the fact that their 
walk of life is to be influential in 
serving the best interests of God’s 
kingdom. 

The noble position of Christ’s 
people here on earth is ably 
pointed out by the Apostle Paul. 
In his second letter to the Corin- 
thians he defended himself 
against false accusations brought 
by thos,e who despised his work 
of the ministry. He stated that 
God Himself put His stamp of 
approval on his labors, and, in 
addition, those who accepted the 
truth he preached were his living 
credentials. He said, “Ye are our 
epistZe . . . known and read of al2 
men . . . written not with ink, but 
with the Spirit of the living God; 
not in tables of stone, but in 
fleshy tables of the heart!” 2 Coi. 
3: 2-3. What better letters of rec- 
ommendation could Paul have for 

the truth of his preaching? 

When Peter and John were ar- 
rested for their faith in the Lord, 
the Jews were impressed by their 
message and conduct during their 
trial. In Acts 4: 13 we read: 
“They took knowledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus!” 
Their words and actions testified 
to their close association with 
Christ. 

How is it with you? Can others 
observe that you are closely as= 
sociated with the Savior? People 
outside of the Church are quick 
to take note of what they see in 
the lives of professed Christians. 
If believers want to make the tes- 
timony of their lips effective, they 
must support it with the testi- 
mony of their lives. 

Are you a living espistle and a 
letter of recommendation? As 
others hear you speak and ob- 
serve your daily life, can they 
say, You have been with the 
Lord? Do you glorify God in your 
home, at work, and at play 
through your words and deeds? 
The Christian life is not a one- 
day-a-week affair, but a daily 
process and a continuing exper- 
ience. It stands up before friend 
and foe alike and is the same 
whether approved or despised. 
For the believer daily companion- 
ship with Jesus means a faith 
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that clings to Him at all times; 
gives evidence of itself through 
God-pleasing works, -and is gra- 
ciously rewarded with everlasting 
life. For ,those who observe be- 
lievers it means an influence that 
can .;Lead them t&’ salvation and 
heaven. itself. 

May every true follower of the 
L,ord pray daily: 3Xeep me, Lor,d, 
from being a stumblingblock to 
others, but help me so to live that 
they will see my Savior. in me2 

Your servant in the Lord, 
0. W. Schaefer 

LUTHERAN FREE CONFERENCE 
THE FIFTH LUTHERAN FREE CONFERENCE was held in RIinnea- 

polis, ‘&Iinnesbta, tin July g-11, 1968. Attending the Conference 
were 234 pastors and laymen from seven Lutheran church ‘bodi& 

* 
WE OF'THE C~NCOR~&A LUTHERAN CO~~I?ER&NCE Rave, iti’the 

past,’ &tterided. these Free Conferences and to date have enjoyed 
meeting’ many Lutherans who with’ us are seeking a God-pleasing 
unity on the basis of Scrip&e. 

~~OWEVER, when word reach.ed us that the Fifth Lutheran Free 
Corife‘r&& wotild’)not continue l’ast ye?r’s discus&n bf the doc- 
trine of Church and Ministry, on which no agreement was reached, 
but would pursize a t@ic which is’ not in controversy among con- 
servative Lutherans, tifamely, the. doctrine of Jesus Christ, it was ,.’ . . 
felt that our future- atte&&&ce at this year’s meeting should be 
reviewed. 

1.~1s WAS DONE. at our annual convention held at Peace Ev. 
‘Lutheran Church in- Tinley Park; Illinois, June 14-16, 1968. Ex- 
pressions were voiced both ‘by our’ pastors and our lay delegates : 
that current arrangements for ,the Fifth Lutheran Free Confer- 
ence are not fair to the Truth and do not tend to a union of misds, 
especially since. unity on the doctrine of Church and Ministry from 
.iast year’s Conference was not achieved. .Strong feelings were ex- 
pressed that to proceed to another topic is not in harmony with 
the,. stated purpose ,and ultimate. objective of these Free Conferen- 
ces, namely, “full confessionakxnyity in Christian doctriee and prac- 
tice through a sound position 0%. the Ii~ly Scy+t.ur,es..f’ 



ACCORDINGLY, our convention adopted a resolution stating that 
our Conference would not participate in the Minneapolis meeting. 
A copy of this resolution together with a cover letter over the-sig- 
natures of our President and Vice-president was sent to the Chair- 
man of the Arrangements Committee for the Fifth Lutheran Free 
Conference, Prof. Armin W. Schuetze, Mequon, Wisconsin. T&s- 
accompanying letter gave the sentiments expressed in the para- 
graphs above, noting with regret “that we feel duty-bound to in- 
form you of our deep-felt convictions in the light of God’s Word. 
We pray that the Lutheran Free Conference might return to. its. 
ultimate objective, and may God bless all sincere efforts aimed at 
reaching full unity in doctrine and practice on the basis of Hiis. 
pure Word. 

THE RESOLUTION adopted at the Tinley Park convention reads>. 
as follows: 

WHEREAS the purpose of a Free Conference among Lutherans who 
are not perfectly joined together in 6he same mind and 
the same judgment is to examine the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture which separates th)em for the purpose of reaching 
a God-pleasing unity, an’d 

WHEREAS the Lutheran Free Conference has as its expressed ulti- 
mate objective the reaching of “full unity in doctrine 
and practice” and the furthering of “full confessional 
unity in Christian doctrine and practice through a sound 
position on the Holy Scriptures,” and 

WHEREAS a Free Conference of this type ought not to be permit- 
ted to degenerate into merely a gathering of “conserva- 
tive” Lutherans of varying degrees who desire to discuss 
topics upon which all are agreed-thus acquiring for it- 
self a unionistic character, and 

WHEREAS after having presented the doctrine of the Church and 
Ministry for deliberation and debate to its last two meet- 
ings, the Lutheran Free Conference did not reach ‘f&l 
unity on these matters and did not establish a line of 
demarcation between those who accept one position, 
those w,ho accept another, and those who hesitate be- 
tween two opinions, and 



WHEREAS the Lutheran Free Conference has now forsaken the con- 
tin~atim of discussion on the doctrine of the Church 
md Ministry in order to pursue a new topic, namely, 
the doctrine of Christ, which is not in controversy a- 
mong conservative Lutherans; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that our Confer e n c e make known 
through its President and Vice-president to the proper 
oflicials of the Lutheran Free Conference that none of 
our mesmbership will attend as participants in their pro- 
posed meeting in Minneapolis; and 

BE IT FURTHER R.ESOL~ED that as soon us it becomes evident to us 
that the Lutheran Free Conference has retur+ned to its 
ultimate objective as stated above, which is our earnest 
prayer, we then reconsider send&g representatives to 
its meetings; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President and Vice-president 
of the Conference send a copy of this resolution to the 
planning com,mittee of the Lutheran Free Conference 
together with a cover letter over their signatures. 

-0. w. s. 

--- 
~gJg--&-------- 

PEACE EV. LUTHERA>N CHURCH a# Tinley Park, Illinois 
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lMilJTME@ Y Y Y On The 

Problem of Maintaining The Church and Its Ministry 

From his Sermon, Mark 8:L9, The Feeding of the Four Thousand 
(St. Louis Ed., XI, -translated by E. 1. M.) 

This Gospel again provides us 
with both instruction and com- 
fort against the temptation to be 
filled with cares for the body or 
earthly sustenance and for the 
maintenance of the Church here 
on earth. Faith is here needed 
because Christ did not come to 
establish a kingdom which is cal- 
led a worldly realm or a domes- 
tic state. His kingdom was to be 
of a different nature wherein all 
people of all stations and ranks, 
high and low, should appear be- 
fore God as sinners, condemned 
to death, who should be helped 
to reach the eternal kingdom and 
everlasting life. . . . 

For this reason it necessarily 
had to follow that His disciples, 
preachers, and servants would 
have to suffer poverty because in 
this ministry and office they could 
not as others, who are engaged 
in the occupations of this world, 
seek a living or hope thereby to 
become wealthy. Besides this, it 
was a foregone conclusion that 
they would be persecuted by the 
world, which resists their preach- 
ing because it does not agree with 
their reason and self-conceit, and 
thus the Christians could not de- 
pend on a definite assurance of 
sustenance or peaceful living and 
protection. Instead they always 

had to live in a state of uncer- 
tainty, and even that which they 
already possessed or would yet 
have liked to acquire was con- 
stantly in danger of being 
snatched away. But if they are 
to have food and drink and a 
place to live, they can expect it 
from no one else except from 
Jesus alone. 

Jesus knows this very well, and 
for this reason He prepares and 
comforts them with this and 
similar examples and Scriptures 
that they do not despair. For al- 
though His kingdom is not, and 
has nothing to do with, eating 
and drinking, building, and the 
cares for making a living, they 
shall nevertheless not die of star- 
vation. And thus He again con- 
firms this Scripture, Matthew 
6:33, “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and His righteousness; 
and .all these things shall be ad- 
ded unto you4.” For He thereby 
shows that those who follow Him 
to hear His preaching, and even 
with such great fervor that they 
remain with Him three days in 
the wilderness that they could 
not even get back out again with- 
out suffering hunger and there- 
fore experience poverty, need, and 
distress for the sake of His Word 
-still, because they sought first 
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the kingdom of God, and Christ 
beforehand had preached, prayed, 
and carried out the things which 
pertained to God’s kingdom, 
there then the things concerning 
the body must follow and be 
taken care of, in order that they 
learn to believe that there shall 
be no lack, and that they expect 
of Him whatever pertains to the 
maintenance of this earthly life 
according to the need of His 
Church. 

These two, poverty and riches, 
.have always done great harm to 
the Church and still do. For, in 
the first place, where people saw 
tile Apostles and true bishops 
and preachers so poor that no one 
‘ever gave them anything and 
even could not earn anything for 
themselves, everyone feared that 
calling, and none wanted to enter 
it. In the second place, when the 
ministers became overly wealthy 
from great bequests and benefices 
and lived in superabundance, 
they neglected their ministry and 
pastoral work and busied them- 
selves with their estates. 

Thus it still is. Since true pas- 
tors and preachers are treated in 
such a way that no one gives 
them anything; and, in addition 
to this, what they do have is 
snatched away from them by the 
shameful, thankless world, rulers, 
nobility, citizens, and farmers, 
that they have to suffer need with 
their poor wife and children, leav- 
ing forsaken widows and orphans 
behind - thereby many good- 

hearted and fine, capable persons 
are more and more frightened 
away from becoming pastors or 
preachers. For all arts, crafts, and 
professions serve that purpose 
that a person is able to avoid 
hunger and poverty, but with this 
office the opposite is true, that 
whosoever faithfully attends to 
it, he must expose himself to 
danger and poverty. 

From this is bound to follow 
the destruction of the churches, 
that the pastorates stand empty, 
that the pastoral office is neg- 
lected, or that such preachers 
again come who do not with faith- 
fulness seek God’s Word and 
Christ’s kingdom, but who think 
how they can preach to please the 
people in order that they may re- 
main there without danger and 
become rich again. . . . 

What can be done about this 
situation, and where are we going 
to get preachers and pastors that 
Chris t’s kingdom is maintained? 
For neither of these two are good: 
ministers cannot put up with hav- 
ing nothing else than poverty, 
hunger, and distress; great pos- 
sessions and wealth they are also 
unable to bear. Poverty is detri- 
mental to their person, and riches 
are detrimental to their work and 
office. But, at the same time, 
where such conditions exist that 
maintenance is denied them and 
the pulpits and pastoral office are 
left vacant, the world will also 
see what fruits it will reap from 
this situation. For if every one 
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desires only to concern himself 
with his own home and seeks how 
he may earn his own living, and 
no one concerns himself about 
what will happen to God’s Word 
and the pastoral office, God will 
speak to such as He did through 
the Prophet Haggai, Chapter 1:4- 
11, when the people also permit- 
ted God’s house to stand de- 
serted, and God’s Word and wor- 
ship in the temple were neglected, 
so that the priests and ministers 
had to till the soil and learn a 
trade in order to make a living 
for themselves because no thing 
was given them for their office and 
service. For this reason He tells 
them: “Is it time for you, 0 ye, 
to dwell in your cieled houses, 
and this house lie waste? Now 
therefore thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Consider your ways. Ye 
have sown much, and bring in 
little; ye eat, but ye have not 
enough; ye drink but ye are not 
filled with drink; ye clothe you, 
but there is none warm; and he 
that earneth wages earneth wages 
to put into a bag with holes. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts; Consider 
your ways. Go up to the moun- 
tain, and bring wood, and build 
the house; and I will take pleas- 
ure in it, and I will be glorif?ed, 
saith the Lord. Ye looked for 
much, and, lo, it came to little; 
and when ye brought it home, I 
did blow upon it. Why? saith the 
Lord of hosts. Because of mine 
house that is waste, and ye run 
every man unto his own house. 

Therefore the heaven over you is 
stayed from dew, and the earth 
is stayed from her fruit. And I 
called for a drought upon the 
land, and upon the mountains, 
and upon the corn, and upon the 
new wine, and upon the oil, and 
upon that which the ground 
bringeth forth, and upon men, 
and upon cattle, and upon a’11 the 
labour of the hands.” 

Behold, that is the punish- 
men’t’ for despising the pastoral 
office, when God is still dealing 
in a most gracious manner as He 
still did at that time; and would 
to God, it would remain with 
that! But when the people so 
completely neglect God’s Word 
and treat the ministers in such a 
fashion that they have to leave 
their calling and seek their daily 
bread by means of other work 
and thereby frighten others away 
who otherwise are capable and 
are inclined to enter this calling, 
He then not only sends famine 
.and other great national calami- 
ties, as we presently are exper- 
iencing so that everyone’s purse 
is empty and no blessing or pro- 
vision remains, but He completely 
takes away the Word and the 
true doctrine and in their place 
permits factions and false teach-. 
ers to arise, so that a person is 
misled and cheated out of his 
soul and possessions before he is 
aware of it, and for such shoddy 
treatment must yet contribute 
great sums to support them. . . . 

Woe unto them who have 



helped bring on this situation or 
have not done what they could 
to prevent that God’s house must 
stand deserted! But even greater 
woe unto them who also frighten 
others away and keep them from 
entering the ministry or from 
staying in it, for such are worse 
than Jews and Turks. Although 
those therefore are also not ex- 
cused who permit themselves to 
be frightened away on account of 
poverty because for the most part 
they lack faith that Christ never- 
theless will give them their bread 
or a living. And even though it 
may be truly miserable and the 
fare scanty, you must rather 
think this way: the fact that a 
person miraculous1.y and through 
God’s blessing receives a piece of 
bread in the hand is by far a 
much greater good than all the 
wealth and abundance of the 
world. 

l . . How will you be able to 
answer God if you through your 
cursed greed have neglected or 
hindered one single soul from be- 
ing saved; not to speak of an en- 
tire city or land which you hinder 
from having God’s Word and 
preaching. 3 And he must be a 
cruel, unmerciful, cursed person 
who does not help his children in 
this but rather hinders them. For 
if we want to be Christians, we 
should certainly know that we 
have been thereto called that we 
should all take hold with both 
hands and with all energy in see- 
ing to it that God’s house is not 

desolate nor that the pulpits 
st.and empty, and that His king- 
dom does not cease, in order that 
both we ourselves and the younger 
generation are not robbed of sal- 
vation. 

In the Qld Testament it was 
indeed required of each through 
Moses’ command to give thereto 
a tenth of all his income, Lev. 
27: 30ff. Elow much more should 
we Christians give for the sup- 
port of that which is of the great- 
est importance, and although no 
one on earth should give thereto 
or do anything for it, Christ’s 
kingdom should nevertheless re- 
main built up, that we permit His 
ministers to eat with us, in order 
that we may remain in that same 
kingdom of God, and that our 
children may also inherit this 
grace and salvation. If we do not 
do this, God will, as a reward for 
our ingratitude, so direct our 
greed and glutton that we will 
soon destroy ourselves. For in 
spite of how much wealth and 
provision we may have, He can 
permit blight to enter into it by 
means of famine, . . . war or other 
national calamity, that in one 
year everything is consumed,. laid 
waste, or otherwise destroyed. 

Thus Christ, in the first place, 
would exhort us by His own ex- 
ample, that each help further 
God’s kingdom and Word with 
this world’s physical goods when 
he himself cannot or does not de- 
sire to be a pastor. 

- to be continued - 
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“To whom then will ye liken 
me, or shall I be equal? saith the 
Holy One. Lift up your eyes on 
high, and behold who hath 
created these things, that bring- 
eth out their host by number: 
he calleth them all by names by 
the greatness of his might, for 
that he is strong in power; not 
one faileth. Why sayest thou, 0 
Jacob, and speakest, 0 Israel, My 
way is hid from the Lord, and my 
judgment is passed over from 
my God? Hast thou not known? 
hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? 
there is no searching of his un- 
derstanding. He giveth power to 
the faint; and to them that have 
no might he increaseth strength. 
Even the youths shall faint and 
be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall: But they tha’t 
wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.” 
(ISAIAH 40:25-31.) 

Nothing is more important for 
us - whatever our situation or 
circumstance may be - than to 
keep trusting confidently in our 
God. For it is alone by faith that 
we accept, have, and hold on to 
all of His gracious blessings. The 
Holy Gospel assures us of this. 
For “God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosover believeth in Him 
should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life.” (John 3:16) It is, 
moreover, by His Word that 
the Holy Spirit enkindles and 
strengthens this faith within us; 
as it is written,: “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 
And though you cannot now be at 
home to hear that Word with 
your loved ones and beloved fel- 
low Christians in the congrega- 
tion, here, nevertheless, is that 
wonderful Word for you to read 
and hear with all your heart, so 
that your faith may stay true 
and strong. 

The Lord’s prophet, Isaiah, 
tells you: “Lift up your eyes on 
high, and behold who hath 
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created these things, that bring- 
eth out their host by number; he 
calleth them all by names by the 
greatn.ess of his might, for that 
he is strong in power; not one 
fail&h.” 

The God in whom this holy 
Gospel invites us to place our 
trust and confidence is none less 
than the almighty Creator of 
heaven and earth, who also 
mightily and wonderfully care!s 
for the creatures he has made. 
The terrors and attrocities of war 
all about you will of course not 
impress this thought upon your 
heart, for all the evil in the world 
is the consequence of sin. So in 
the midst of all these disappoint- 
ing and depressing observations, 
turn your eyes even for a few mo- 
ments in the evening away from 
this sin-corrupted world to the 
golden, jewel-like stars which pro- 
claim the glory of God from the 
firmament of the heavens. It is 
your God who has made all these 
wonderful things. It is he who 
governs and upholds them too. 
Though they are perhaps millions 
of miles away and so many in 
number that the greatest astron- 
omers cannot count them, your 
great God knows them all. He 
calls them all by name; not one 
faileth. He it is who brings them 
forth at night to shine upon the 
earth-not only impersonally to 
proclaim his glory, but very per- 
sonally to teach you to place 
your trust and confidence in this 
all-glorious God. 

If God has so wonderfully 
made and still upholds and cares 
for these material, lifeless crea- 
tures, “Why sayest thou, 0 Ja- 
cob, and speakest, 0 Israel, My 
way is hid from the Lord, and my 
judgment is passed over from my 
God? Hast thou not known? hast 
thou not heard, tha,t the everlast- 
ing God, the Lord, the Creator 
of the en,ds of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary?” Would it 
make sense for you to grow faith- 
less, to forget that this great and 
gracious Lord is also caring for 
you? Why, you are worth more 
to him than any of those mere 
stars. For even from eternity he 
chose you to be his child and an 
heir of all the heavenly glory. He 
sent his only-begotten Son from 
heaven to redeem you from all 
sin, from death, and from the 
power of the devil. And so you 
are his own. You belong to him. 
You are precious in his sight. And 
you have His special promise: 
“Fear not; for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. . . . For I 
am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Sa.vior.” (Isaiah 
43: l-3) 

Yes, even when cross and trial 
threaten to overshadow your life, 
just then lift up your eyes on 
high and see how your great God 
and Lord knows and watches over 
all his stars in spite of the clouds 
which would dim out their glory, 
and how wonderfully he ever and 
again calls them forth out of all 
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chose you to be his child and an 
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sent his only-begotten Son from 
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63 



the threatening darkness. Not 
only so, but more surely, care- 
fully, wonderfully, and graciously 
so, this same great and loving 
God, your Lord, promises to take 
care of you in every eventuality 
of your life, to turn the evils of 
your life to blessing, to lead you 
forth from darkness to light, and 
finally to bring you forth from 
under the cross to the crown of 

glory in heaven, for Jesus’, your 
Savior’s sake. 

“Even the youths shall faint 
and b,e weary, and the yo>ung men 
shall utterly fall: But they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.” 

H. D. M. 

Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Celebration 
at Wilmot, S. D. 

Rev. and Mrs. 0. W. Schaefer 
were honored recently on the oc- 
casion of their 25th Wedding An- 
niversary and Rev. Schaefer’s 
25th year in the ministry. Fol- 
lowing the regular service on 
Sunday, August 25, a surprise 
dinner was served by the ladies of 
St. Stephens Ev. Lutheran 
Church in Wilmot, S.D. A three- 
tiered anniversary cake centered 
the main dining table. 

After the dinner, a short pro- 
gram was presented by the chil- 
dren of the honored couple. Glen 
Frerichs was master of ceremo- 
nies. Mrs. Glen Frerichs (Kath- 
leen) gave an account of Rev. and 
Mrs. Schaefer’s twenty-five years 
together. Songs and poems by 
Mrs. Ronald Schlaht (Karen), 
Kristine, Joanne, and Susan 
helped make the story complete. 

The Rev. 0. W. Schaefer 

Unable to be present for the 
event were the couple’s son, Jon- 
athon, and their son-in-law, Ron- 
ald Schlaht, who is serving with 
the U.S. Army in Vietnam. Also 
unable to be present at the cele- 
bration were the attendants at 
the wedding held on August 22, 
1943: Mr. and Mrs. Victor Bloe- 



de1 of Milwaukee,, Wis., Rev. Ar- 
min Schaefer of Racine, Wis., and 
Mrs. L, P. Hess of Kokomo, Ind. 

The program was concluded 
with a tape recording prepared 
by Rev. and Mrs. H. D. Mensing 
of Tinley Park, Ill. An inspira- 
tional anniversary message based 
on Joshua 24: 15 was given by 
Rev. Mensing. Mrs. Mensing then 
sang “0 Perfect Love,” just as 
she had sung at the wedding 
twenty-five years ago. 

Rev. Schaefer gave a brief re- 
sponse in which he expressed his 
gratitude to the congregation, on 
behalf of himself and Mrs. Schae- 

- THE ANNIVERSARY 

Dear Pastor and Mrs. Schaefer, 
our brother and sister Ottomar 
and Dorli: 

Let us have a little talk with 
you on this solemn and happy 
occasion, in company with our 
dear Savior. 

Many, many years ago a serv- 
ant of the Lord named Joshua 
made a very important and won- 
derful vow and promise before 
God and His people. This is what 
he said, as it is written in Joshua 
24, verse 15: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Joshua, you know, was the 
succes:sor of Moses. He had led 
the children of Israel out of the 
wilderness into the Promised 
Land of Canaan. The land had 
been portioned out to the various 
tribes, and now they were ready 
to begin a new and wonderful life. 
Yet there were dangers threat- 

fer. Concerning his twenty-five 
years in the ministry, he quoted 
the Apostle Paul: “By the grace 
of God, 1 am what I am? He 
noted that more than one-half of 
their twenty-five years together 
were spent in Wilmot and that 
the Lord has richly blessed them 
throughout this time. Rev. Schae- 
fer closed with the prayer that 
the Lord would keep each of us in 
the true faith unto the end so 
that someday we can celebrate 
together, forever, with the Lord. 

-by Glen Frerichs 
Sauk Village, Illinois 

Submitted through his pastor 

WEDDING ADDRESS - 

ening them all a,round, dangers 
especially to their souls. Their 
fathers had, in the wilderness, 
often fallen into the sin of idola- 
try and worshipped the false gods 
of the heathen all around them. 
Now they too were in a similar 
temptation because they were liv- 
ing in the land of the Canaanites, 
who were idol - worshippers. 
Would they too, like their fathers, 
succumb to this temptation, or 
would they be faithful to the 
Lord, the only true God? It was 
under these conditions that 
Joshua came to his people and 
asked them whom they would 
serve, the false gods of the hea- 
then, or the Lord, Jehovah. And 
then he himself made this vow 
and promise: “But as for me and 
my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

Now you too, likewise, entemd 



together into a wonderful prom- 
ised land, as it were, twenty-five 
years ago when you entered into 
the holy estate of marriage insti- 
tuted by God. It was then too 
that you first paused to consider 
and to decide whom you would 
serve. For you were living then, 
as we all are still today, in the 
midst of many false gods, whom 
the heathen worldlings fear, love, 
and trust in more than the Lord 
Lthe riches and sinful pleasures 
of the world, sometimes even 
loved-ones themselves when they 
are given a more important place 
in the heart and life than G,od 
Himself, and the easy ways of 
sin and error, even in religion, 
t&t depart from the true and 
pure Word of the Lord. 

By the grace of God, you chose 
to renounce all these gods of the 
world; and in spirit you chose to 
vow and promise, together, with 
Joshua: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 
It was your solemn resolve to put 
all your trust and confidence in 
Jesus, your dear Savior, and in 
His true fear and love to walk 
together as the heirs of life eter- 
nal, in accordance with His bles- 
sed Word. 

And oh, what joy and blessing 
has been yours these twenty-five 
years as you walked together in 
the service of your dear Lord! 
Would to God that all Christian 
young people could learn and 
profit from such examples of how 
richly God can bless His peopple 

when they resolve together, above 
all other things, to serve their 
Lord! 

By now you well know also 
from experience, as also of course 
from God’s Word, that the mar- 
ried estate is not all sheer joy 
and bliss. It entails also sorrows, 
disappointments, and problems; 
yes, much greater problems than 
when one lives alone. It is always 
that way when two or more 
people live together. But oh, how 
blessed you have been, in con- 
trast to the unbelieving children 
of the world, that, for the solution 
of all these things, you could rely 
not on the shallowness of our own 
reason and strength or on the wis- 
dom of fallible men, but on the 
Wisdom of God, which never did 
or could deceive you! 

Your life together was, more- 
over, not free from sin. In spite 
of your ,best intentions, you often 
slipped into sins against God, de- 
serving His punishment; and, in 
spite of your devotion to each 
other, you sometimes sinned 
against and offended each other. 
Woe, then, to the children of the 
world, who have never learned 
what it really means to be for- 
given and to forgive! But how 
blessed, by contrast, you have 
b&n as Christians that, close t& 
gether in the bond of one true 
faith, you could come daily in 
childlike faith to the Throne of 
Grace, there to hide your mutual 
sins in the wounds of your Sav- 
ior! How happy and blessed you 



have been, too, that you could 
also learn of Him ever better and 
more heartily to forgive one 
another! 

As now you look forward tq the 
years which, if the Lord will, still 
lie ahead, just keep remembering 
that you are b&h still in this 
wonderful but precarious “prom- 
ised land” of holy marriage. 
Without the grace of the Lord 
Jesus and His blessed Word you 
can do nothing. But with Him all 
things are possible. He will work 
all things together for your good 
and at last take you both into His 
heavenly home and family, where 
there is fulness of joy and pleas- 
ures at His right hand forever. 
That you know now even better 
than you did before. For you have 
grown in His grace these many 
years. So, as you look to the fu- 
ture, Year not,” He says to you; 
((for I will be with you whitherso- 
ever you go.” Only be very strong 
and courageous in Him; and in 

childlike confidence only repeat 
and renew that vow and promise 
you made together twenty-five 
years ago, with Joshua of old: 
“As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.,, 

“Blest such a house, it prospers 
well; 

In peace and joy the parents 
dwell, 

An.d in their children’s lot is 
shown 

Wow richly God can bless His 
own. 

“Then here will I and mine today 
A solemn~ cov,nant make and say: 
Though all the world forsake Thy 

Word, 
I and my house will serve the 

Lord.,’ 

With love, 

Pastor and Mrs. Mensing, 
your brother and sister, 
Dave and Cordi. 

Adult Confirmation at Tinlev Park 
“And the Lord added to the 

church daily such as should be 
saved.,’ (Acts 2 ~47) This wonder- 
ful work of God’s grace was again 
experienced by the pastor and 
members of Peace Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Tinley Park, Illinois on 
September 1, when Joseph Lud- 
vigson, his sister Gail Ludvigson, 
and George Thompson were re- 
ceived as communicant members 
by adult confirmation. They had 

completed their careful instruc- 
tion in the chief parts of Chris- 
tian doctrine the week before, in- 
cluding the study of the Brief 
Statement, and had hen exam- 
ined by Pastor Mensing and the 
church elders: Henry J. Boch- 
mann, Ll.oyd D. Martin, and 
David T. Mensing. 

The Lord indeed added these 
young people to His church in a 
two-fold way. He brought them 
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not only into the local church at Now they are happy to recall 
Tinley Park, but first of all into all these things and to confess 
His Holy Christian Church, the openly what great things God has 
Communion of Saints, by giving done for them. They are already 
them the true faith in their Sa- busy, too, seeking out and using 
vior and His Word. For, although every opportunity to defend and 
they had been baptized in in- to spread the Word of Life to 
fancy, they no longer held firmly others. Through their word and 
to the Lord Jesus in their early example, a little brother, Ken- 
youth and, like so many young neth Ludvigson, was recently 
people of our day under the influ- baptized, about ten other people 
ence of “science falsely so called” are now attending our church 
(1 Tim. 6: 20)) they critically services,, and another new class 
questioned and sometimes even of six adults i,s being instructed 
ridiculed the Holy Scriptures. by the pastor. 

‘It was through the patient 
Christian testimony of their Ger- 
man teacher in high school, Mr. 
David Mensing, to whom they 
often came with their questions 
outside of school time, that the 
dear Lord, the Chief Shepherd, 
again brought these precious 

“Praise to the Lord, who doth 
prosper thy work and defend 
thee, Who from the heavens the 
streams of His mercy doth send 
thee. Ponder anew what the AZ- 
m.ighty can do, Who with His 
love doth befriend thee.,’ 

sheep into His fold. H. D. M. 

From left: David T. Mensing, Joseph Ludvigson, Gail Ludvigson, 
Pastor He David Mensing, and George Thompson. 



“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, nei- 
ther let it be afraid. Ye have heard lhow I said unto you, I go a- 
way, and come again unto you- If ye loved Me, ye would repice, 
because 1 said, I go unto the Father: for My Father is greater than 

I.“ -Jo,hn I4:27-28. 

According to these words, what 
is the foremost possession which 
all those have who love Christ, 
keep His Word, and therefore are 
members of His Church?-It is 
peace. 

Christ here indeed makes no 
mention of all that which men 
usually consider to be great pos- 
sessions. He says nothing about 
high honor before men, nothing 
of earthly riches, nothing of a life 
full of joys and pleasures; yes, 
even nothing concerning exemp- 
tion from suffering, poverty, 
shame, and death. Rather, the 
Lord specifically says: “NOT as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” Far from 
promising earthly glory to those 
who belong to His Church, Christ 
hereby rather indicates that they 
will on the contrary experience 
many things for which reason 
they must suffer terror and fear. 

But is it therefore not some- 
thing great, glorious, and attrac- 
tive which Christ promises tho.se 
who love Him, keep His Word, 
and are therefore members of His 

Church? Yes, indeed, it is some- 
thing unspeakably great, glorious, 
and attractive. For when Christ 
says: “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you,” He there- 
by describes those who love Him, 
keep His Word, and therefore 
belong to His Church; with such 
a one God has made eternal 
peace. God has therefore etern- 
ally forgiven all his sins and has 
become his convenant partner. 
Whatever is done to such a per- 
son, whether good or bad, God 
looks upon it as having been done 
to Him, God Himself. God con- 
siders such a person His dear 
elect child and therefore as being 
the object of His innermost fa- 
therly love and care. Naturally 
nothing can spring from this ex- 
ternal peace with God than the 
most sweet inner peace of heart 
and conscience; that is, the sweet, 
blessed consciousness that one 
has nothing to fear but has every- 
thing for time and eternity to 
hope for. 

Still this peace which encloses 
an entire heaven on earth is not 
the only treasure which the 



Church possesses. Christ rather 
proceeds in our text to add yet 
the following : “Ye have heard 
how I said unto you, I go away, 
and come again .unto you. If ye 
loved m.e, ye would rejoice, be- 
cause I said, I go unto the 
Father: for my Father is greater 
than, I.” With these words Christ 
desires to say: There is abso- 
lutely nothing sad about this for 
you members of My Church that 
I do not remain visibly with you 
but go to the Father. It is rather 
your highest and greatest good 
fortune because Vze Father is 
greater than 1.” With these last 
words Christ does not wish to say 
‘that the Father in essence is 
greater than He, for He clearly 
and plainly declares in other pas- 
sages : “I and the Father are 
one,” John 10 : 30; Y!le that hath 
seen Me hnth seen the Father,” 
John 14: 9 ; “All m&n shouEd 
honour the Son even as they 
honour the Father,” John 523. 
No, Christ much rather de- 
sires to say: There with the 
Father it is more beautiful than 
even here below in My kingdom 
of peace; for there with My 
Father is the kingdom of destina- 
tion, perfection, and glory. Re- 
joice therefore that I go thence; 

L 
for I am only 
there, to prepare 
you there, and 
you all after Me. 

preceeding you 
a place for all of 
finally to draw 

That, that is,. accordingly, the 
highest possession and the most 
gIorious treasure which the 

Church has, namely, that, in the 
first place, it is a ship, in which a 
person not only has peace and se- 
curity in the face. of storms and 
waves of the world, but which al- 
so finally assuredly lands in the 
port of a blessed world. That, in 
the second place,, it. is a tree 
which is destined only for a limi- 
ted time to stand on earth as in 
a garden, but. which shall one 
day be transplanted from this 
garden into the realm of heaven. 
And that, thirdly, it is a vestibule 
of the eternal temple, where fi- 
nally all the saved will come to- 
gether to see God face to face, 
where they shall live a life of 
perfect joy without limit and 
end: in a word, outside of the 
Church there is no salwion, but 
in it everything is salvation. 

Blessed, therefore, are all they 
who find themselves in the ship 
of the Church, like emigrants 
they leave the old to, enter the 
true, new world; for this vessel 
does not suffer shipwreck. In 
spite of all the forces of hell they 
who are in it will at the time ap- 
pointed make a joyful landing 
.there where only the saved dwell. 
Blessed are all they who are liv- 
ing branches of the tree of the 
Church. They shall one day 
green, bloom, and flourish in the 
garden of eternal Paradise. Bles- 
sed are all they who here in the 
vestibule of the Church worship 
His grace. Their praises will also 
become an eternal hallelujah. in 
the Holy of Hohes there in 
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