Vol. XII.

January,

No. I.

I967

In Jesus’ name we here,
To Thee our prayers addressing,
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CRANTUSAJOYFULYEAR!
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TO show, on the basis “‘of Scripture,
what t,rue Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
Constand, that our Concordis Lutheran
ference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out a11 who truly share OUI’
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them,
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by G-od’s grace, “perfectly
joiued together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set i:orth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with ,what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Congessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
.‘To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as

Wir.

68218

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression,

pprosch
to the
BY THE GRACEOF GODwe have

conceit ‘but grant us the humility
of John the Baptist, who said,

entered a new year and have
started on another mile of our
earthly pilgrimage.
Only the
Lord knows what will befall us
during the unknown months ahead. Yet we do not feiar the
future, for we have the assurance of His help and protection
also during 1967, as He reminds
us : %o, I urn with yolk ulwa.y,

“‘He mzcst increase, but I must
dewease!” JOHN 3: 30. In all our

tasks during 1967 let us remember that our help is in the name
of the Lord! He is our Refuge
and Strength, and His grace is
sufficient for us.
SECONDLY,let us go forward
in this new year with a keen
awareness of our baptism and its
significance ! Through this glorious Sacrament we have become
new creatures, members of the
body of Christ, and have been
granted power to live a victorious life. In this new year all
manner of temptations will come
and our sinful flesh will be inclined to yield. At such grave
times let us recall that our baptism signifies a newness of life
that can triumph over evil and
enable us to walk according to
God’s will ! All who take their
baptism seriously will demonstrate in their lives a dedication
to the Lord.

even unto the end of the worl,d!”
MATT. 28 :20.

With confidence
we go forward, saying with the
poet:
But I shall never fret nor fear:
One thing I know: My God is
near!
HOW SHALL WE ,approach this

new year, living as we do in a
world of tension and uncertainty? FIRST, let us come before
the Lord with a deep sense of
humility ! At the threshold of a
new year many people are inclined to set a pattern for the
future, putting themselves to the
front and emphasizing their own
skills :and ability. They act as
though God were not needed at
all or, at best, would be called
upon only in an emergency. God
preserve us from such colossal

THIRDLY, as we continue on in

1967, there must also be an abiding faith in the Triune God.
We need to acclaim Him anew
3

as our Creator and Preserver,
whose handiwork
we are and
through whom all things work
together for our good. We need
to acclaim Him as our Savior
and Redeemer, through whom
we are assured of pardon, peace,
and eternal life. We need to acclaim Him as our Sanctifier, who
has brought us to faith, keeps us
steadfast, and leads us into all
truth ,and holiness of living. This
Triune God with all His mercies
we need every day throughout

“And
Him.

And,

much

tha+

when

He was entered

behold,
the

ship

the year.
declares, “My
times a,re in Thy hand!” Ps. 31:
15. Despite world conditions and
I . 1
trials and crosses in our own
lives we can be confident that
1967 will certainly be another
year 1of God’s abundant grace
and blessing. To that end we
pray:
THE PSALMIST

Grant us now a glad new year!
Amen, Jesus,, hear us!”

-0.

into

a ship,

there

arose

a great

was

covered

with

sleep.”

IT HAD BEEN a very tiring

day
for Jesus. When now the evening
finally was at hand, He commanded His disciples to get a boat
ready for a trip to the opposite
shore of the Sea of Galilee.
THIS SHIP was not a large
costly merchant vessel but one of
the small, simple fishing boats
which belonged to P,eter, who
lived in the seaport of Capernaum. For this reason the original text refers t,o this boat as being a “small ship.” A vessel never carried a more precious load
than this little ship. For it carried the Savior of the world and

His disciples

tempest
the

waves:

in the
but

-Matthew

w. s.

followed
sea, insoHe

was

a-

823-24.

the entire group of the Twelve
Apostles, who were later on to
carry the message of salvation
into all the world. This boat carried the Lord of the Church
Himself and its twelve pillars.
One would now indeed think
that of all ships, this one certainly would therefore have had
the most favorable passage, but
what do we hear? We read in
our text: “And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea
insomuch that the ship was covered with the wlaves.” As the

ship launched forth from the
land the evening skies were clear

and serene, and the sea was very
calm; but, behold, the ship had
hardly reached the high seas
when all of a sudden there arises
“a great tempest in ttze sea,” as
our text indicates. The sea was
suddenly disturbed, as if by an
earthquake, and began to churn
violently, creating h u g e waves
which quickly rose and sank,
and which cast the little ship like
a ball now up to dizzy heights
now down into the depths. The
Evangelist Mark adds yet that
i-n addition
to this “tempest”
which arose out of the sea, “a
great stow% of wind,” suddenly
struck the ship from above and
drove it in a circular
motion.
The heavens, air, and sea seemed
to be in an uproar. The result
was that the waves not only
came into the ship, but “the ship
was covered with the waves,” as
our text tells us. Having been covered with water, it seemed to
be doomed to sink. It was beyond
all human help, power, and wisdom. Even these men in the ship,
themselves fishermen who were
well acquainted
with the sea,
therefore despaired,
being at
their wit’s end, And the most
terrifying part of it was that
which our text here reports about Christ: “He was asleep.” It
seemed as though He neither
knew nor cared about the danger which presently threatened
His disciples.
WHAT IS IT NOW that is here
as a picture so vividly presented

to US? It is nothing else than the
great danger which threatens
the Christian Church at all times
but especially in our days. Like a
ship the Church
sails along
through the sea of the world and
of time from land to land. Christ
is the Pilot, the .ministers of the
Gospel are the rowers, faith and
baptism is the ship’s entrance
door, hope is its anchor, the cross
is its masthead ; its sails are the
Word, the wind which swells
these sails is the Holy Ghost, its
flag is the confession, but the
passengers are the true believing
Christians, and the harbor toward which that ship sails is
heaven. But what has happened
to this Church-ship? Just as soon
as it lifted anchors in quietness
and peace at the time of the
Apostles and sailed away to the
high seas of the world, behold,
there also suddenly arose a great
tempest from below and a violent wind from a b ov e. Hell,
world, and heaven itself seemed
to have joined in a pact against
the ship of the Church and determined its destruction.
Soon
the tempest of bloody persecutions, soon the storm of false teaching raged. If for that reason
the ship of the Church always
appeared in da n ge r of being
s’hattered and dashed to pieces
and of sinking in the deep, especially is that the case now in our
day. We Christians today are indeed not groaning
under the
bloody persecutions: -God be
5

praised for that! ---for here in
America we are enjoying
a
Church and religious freedom
which God :has granted the inhabitants of hardly any other
land on earth. But nevertheless
the ship of the Church is threatened with much greater danger.
Our America is not only the land
of the s ec t s, who everywhere
preach with great impressiveness that their false faith is the
only saving faith, recommending
it to Christians, .but right here
in’ America are to be found in
great power the open enemies of
Christ and His Church. These
can, if God does not hinder, at
any moment, rob us of our freedom.
of the
Church also presently again suffers great distress. As a messenger of doom, th.e spirit of our
times in one instance is lifting
TRULY

THE

“And
save

SHIP

His disciples

us: we perish.

O ye of little

And

came
He

the Church up to dizzy heights
and in the next is tearing it
down again into the lowest
depths. Countless baptized Christians have already fallen away,
and more are continuing daily to
follow them. And what is most
terrifying:
Christ also presently
seems again to sleep and quietly
look on !as the storm of the enemies tears to pieces the sails of
the Word and the flag of confession, breaking the masthead of
the cross and covering the entire
ship of the Church with a flood
of sin and unbelief.
Preserve in wave and tempest
Thy storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather,
Afay it endure each dzock.
Take Thou the helm, 0 Pilot,
And set the course aright;
Thus we shall rea.ch the harbor
In Thine eternal light.
(The Lz,ttheran Hymnal 264: 6.)

to Him,
said

faith?”

CHRIST'S SHIP in the tempest

on the Sea of Galilee not only
presents us with a picture of the
dangers which presently threaten the Church but also with a
picture of its members.
WE READ in our text: “And
His d.iscipEes cum.e to Him, and

and awoke

unto

them,

Him,
Why

saying,

Lord,

are ye fearful,

-Matthew

8 ~25-26.

ccwolce Him,, saying, Lord, save
us : we perish !” Two things are

reported here concerning the disciples who were with Jesus in
the ship: first, that they indeed
truly b el i ev’ed ; and secondly,
that their faith, however, was
very weak. They ;a11had forsa-

ken the world and its alluring
glory and had al so followed
Christ into the ship upon the
sea. And w3hen here great distress and danger overtook them
and all human help failed, they
did not despair but turned to
Christ, woke Him up and directed the fervent prayer to Him:
“‘Lord, save us !” If they had not
truly believed in Christ as the almighty Son of God, they now
would not have turned to Christ
when it appeared that only an
experienced seaman could help
and counsel them. But although
their faith wlas doubtlessly genuine, at the same time it nevertheless showed itself to be weak.
If they had been strong in the
faith, they now would have
thought about the many miracles
of Christ, which they had already seen. After t.heir call for
help, being ce r ta in that their
prayer was granted, in the midst
of the storm they would have
sung a hymn of thanksgiving
and praise, and they would have
given no room to the slightest
thought that the ship could sink,
but with David would have reasoned: Although we are traveling through the dark valley of
the s h a d o w o f death-dealing,
m6untainLhigh wa ve s , we will
fear no evil, for the Lord is with
us. But what do they do? They
indeed ask in faith: “Lord, save
zls!” but with fear and trembling
they immediately iadd: “We perish!” Yes, the Evangelist Mark

reports that some of them even
cried out: “Master, carest Thou
not that xue peer&h ?” From this
we see that their faith wa.s very
weak and already bordered on
unbelief; it was no more than a
bruised reed and a smoking flax
(~~ATTREW 12 :20), for which
reason Christ also did not reject
them but rebukingly said: “WI29
are ge fearful,
0 ye of little
faith ?”

WE HERE SEE a picture of the
members which the ship of the
Church still has today. For also
still today, God be praised, there
are souls who have forsaken the
world and its alluring glory, who
hold fast to Christ, confess Him
as the Son of God, and in their
troubles, even when all human
counsel and help is past, cry to
Him in true faith: “Lord, help
US!” But, alas, the p eriod of the
strong in fiaith, the era of the
heroes of faith, as they in great
numbers appeared in the first
three centuries and in the days
of the Reformation, is past. The
believers of our day are almost,
without exception, weak and of
little faith. Even much smaller
storms than the tempest on the
Sea of Galilee,
even far less
trials and temptations presently
cause Christians to retreat and
waver. If presently a bloody persecution would break out and if
the Christians
do not become
stronger than they now are,
most of them would deny their
faith and fall away from Christ.
7

DOES THIS NOT PRESENT a sad

and hopeless situation? Must we
not, therefore,
fear lest the
Church should indeed finally be
destroyed? For must we not expect that in these last days of
the Church ever greater temptations, trials, and troubles face it’?
Yes, indeed we must expect this,
but we must not fear that the
Church for that reason will be
destroyed. Even the little
in
faith, Christ certainly does not
cast out: He does not break a
bruised reed, and He does not
quench a smoking flax.
And if my faith as mustard seed
Is smaJ1 and hardly noticed,
Thou still wilt help me in my
need,
For boundless grace Thou off'rest:
not
A bruised reed breakest
Thou,
Nor yet the smoking flax allow
To die for want of mercy.
Amen.
Taegliche Hauxsandacht

(Daily Family Devotions)
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. M.

THEY FOUND HIM IN THE
TEMPLE, SITTING IN THE
MIDST OF THE DOCTORS,BOTH
HEARING THEM, AND ASKING
THEM QUESTIONS.
i!hke

2 ~$6.
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THE MIDDLE AND ACTIVE YEARS
OF A
CHRISTIAN'S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD.
-
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5. HIS LIFE IN THE HOME
IN HIS HOME-LIFE the Christian

should endeavor in all things
to be guided by God’s Spirit, according to the Holy Scriptures. He
should and, with God’s help, he will love his wife as his God-given
helpmeet, comfort her, <honor .and keep her, in sickness and in
health, and, forsaking all others, keep himself only unto her so
long ,as they both shall live. She should and, with God’s help, she
will love her husband as her God-given head, honor and obey him,
and keep him, in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others,
keep herself only unto him as long as they both shall live (EPHESIANS 5: 222-33).
TOGETHER they should strive to bring up their children “in
the nurture and admonition of the Loyd,” EPHESIANS 6:4, They

dearly love their children, but they should earnestly endeavor not
to pamper them. They should keep faithful and prayerful watch
over them during the tender years of their infancy, early childhood, and teen-age years, in the fear of God (DEUT. 11: M-20).
By precept and example let them teach their children to live their
entire lives to the praise of God, PSALM 78: 5-6, looking to the Lord
alone for success in this great undertaking. To this end they should
make diligent and p ra ye r f u 1 use of the means which God has
placed at their disposal: the Gospel of God’s love through Jesus,
our Savior, plus the loving use of the Law and the rod. These
will serve to train their children up in the Lord and prepare them

for useful service in His kingdom, making them good citizens of
the state and assuring them of their citizenship in heaven, to His
praise.
WHEN THE LORD visits the Christian’s

home with sickness, his
first thought and endeavor should vzot be to get rid of it in order
to be freed from its inconvenience and danger to life, but he should
Iead the members of his family first to bring the matter to their
heavenly Father in prayer. They should acknowledge His chastening hand and repentantly ask Him to help them accept whatever
He sends, with humble submission to His will, that He may carry
out His saving purpose in their lives throug’h such afflictions ( HEB.
12: 5-11). If the visitation of the Lord is especially severe and serious, the Christian should remember to call the pastor to bring comfort and deliverance to them by means of God’s Word and Christian prayer (JAMES 5: 14-15). Of course, the faithful Christian
should also make prayerful and immediate use of such God-approved means as medicine and doctors, whereby God may choose
to restore health in His own good time, and if it be His will. All
the afflictions and tribulations of this life, the Christian, together
with the members of his family, should bear in the same humble
willing spirit. They then will all learn more and more to glory in
their God-sent tribulations because of the wonderful blessings of
the Spirit which such trials bring with them for their sanctification and sa.lvation, according to the promise of the Word of God
(EOMANS 5: l-5 ; 8-28; HEBREWS 12: 5-11; JAMES 1: 2-4; PSALM
119: 67,71).
THE CHIRSTIAN'S HOME LIFE will also be a happy one so long

as Christ is recognized by all as the Head of the house, the loving
Savior and Keeper of all members of the family, according to His
Word. For Jesus alone brings them the true spiritual comforts and
joys which nothing can take away from them (ROMANS 8: 31-39).
Their sorrows are then always turned into gladness by the gracious Lord (JOHN 16: 20 ; PSALM 1; 23; 30: 5,11-12; 37). All the
members of the family should endeavor to work together in the
name of the Lord. They should play together in His name. In His
name they will then often be prompted to join their voices in
singing hymns of petition, praise, and thanksgiving for all His rich
blessings in body and soul ( COL. 3: 16). They should find more and
more that the most precious time they can spend together as a
family here on earth is when they attend the worship services at
church and, during the week, when they gather about God’s Word

in their daily family devotions, morning, noon, and at night as the
ease may be. For God’s Word then will more and more also become for them their greatest and most delightful treasure, their
unfailing strength, their abiding joy, and their sure salvation (Ps.
19: 7-11; 122: 1; LUKE 10: 42). For that reason Jesus will continue
to be with them and richly bless them (MATT. 18: 20 ; JOHN 8: 3132 ; 10: 27-29).
ON THE OTHER HAND, the Christian

should not idolize his family. He should not love his wife (or she her husband), son, and
daughter more than the Lord (MATTHEW 10: 37). And if, under
His wise and gracious dispensations, the Lord will permit the
Christian’s wife and children wickedly to oppose him as husband
and father because of his faithfulness to Christ and His Word, he
should not surrender his peace with God in order to preserve a
false /and evil peace with his rebellious family. If they then forsake him (MATTHEW 10: 34-35)) he should, as a faithful Christian
will, place the whole matter humbly and repentantly (MICAH 6: 8 ;
ISAIAH 66: 2) in the loving hands of his heavenly Father (PSALM
50: 15)’ who for Jesus’ sake will never forsake him but through
tribulations will draw him ever more closely to Himself into His
blessed fellowship and, service (LUKE 18: 29-30 ; MATTHEW 10: 3%
39; 11:28-30). In th e meantime he will endeavor to do all he can,
under God, to reconcile h3.s estranged family to himself again
( MATT. 19: 6; I COR. 7: 10-15’39; MATT. 5: 43-45 ; ROM. 12: 17-21;
I PET. 3: 8-17). If the Christia.n wife has an unbelieving husband,
she will not, as a faithful Christian, on that account desert him
(I COR. 7: 13). If he chooses to live with her as his wife, she will
seek, by a meek, chaste, quiet, and obedient spirit, to win him for
Christ (I PETER 3: 1-6). The Christian should praise the Lord for
granting him a good Christian spouse, godly children, and a happy
home, if God has granted him these blessings. If He has not done
so, the Christian should thank God in all things nevertheless, because His loving kindness in Christ will never forsake him.
FOR THE RICH BLESSINGS received of the Lord during the mid-

dle and active years of his life, the Christian should raise heart
and hands to God in praise, being aware of the fact that they all
are undeserved gifts of His love (GENESIS 32: 10).
-
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