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To she w, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
by our Scriptural
To demonstrate,
stand, tnat our Concordin Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share OUK
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
ConBessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs

of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
OF
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impreuaion,

The ,Concordia Lutheran Conference continues to maintain its Theological Seminary. We welcome to our Seminary any man who qualifies scholastically and who sincerely desires to receive a theological training on the basis
of the full iruth of God’s Word, patterned after the vitally living orthodoxy
of the old Missouri and Wisconsin synods, as it prevailed in those bodies in
the days of Walther, F. Pieper, and Hoenecke. This applies also to those outside our fellowship who desire to establish fellowship with us and who would
dedicate their lives io the ministry of the Word, the most glorious calling in
this world.
Accordingly,
in the name of Jesus, we urge you, Christian parents, to
consecrate your gifted sons for the work of the ministry. We urge you, sons,
to heed the call of your Savior, Isaiah 6:8, “Also I heard the voice of the Lord,
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” May you answer, saying:
“Here am I; send mel” And you, Christian congregations,
we urge you to give
earnest consideration
to the Word of our Savior, Matthew 9:37, “The harvest
truly is plentious’ but the laborers are fewl” May you give encouragement
and active support to such gifted young sons in your membership that they
may become laborers in the Lord’s Vineyard. And may you show them your
interest in the work of the ministry by your earnestness in hearing, learning,
and suppor+ing the Word of God. in your own congregation
now.
To accomplish that blessed end, let us follow our Savior’s gracious directive, M,atthew 9:38, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He wilt
send forth laborers into His harvest!”
We therefore humbly pray Thee, Lord Jesus, Thou Savior and Head of
the Church, to send Thy gracious blessings upon us all, so that this important
work which Thou hast commanded us to perform in Thy Vineyard may be carried out! We willingly undertake it in Thy name Malone! Now let it be done according to Thy Will, to Thy glory, and to the furtherance
of Thy Church!
Our Seminary is located at 733 I West Ruby Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 532 18. lt offers a 3-year theological
course. At the completion
of the
prescribed course of study the student is graduated
as a candidate for the
Public Ministry in the work of the Church.
Contact
desired.

the undersigned

at the above address if further

-E.
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WITH THE WORDSof the Psal-

mist, “Serve the Lord with gladness,” (PSALM 100: 2) as their
motto, the pastors and lay delegates of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference assembled in scenic
Seattle, Washington (June 23 25, 1967) for their seventeenth
annual convention, hosted by St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church. In an
attra.ctive building, overlooking
Lake Washington, the representatives of our churches gathered
t.o discuss and decide upon the
work of Christ’s kingdom. The
Official Proceedings of the 1967
Convention will, God willing, be
printed and avail,able as soon as
In the meantime a
possible.
brief resume of the Convention
is herewith offered.
The convention proper began
on Friday, June 23, with a divine service in which President
M. L.Natterer of Lebanon, Oregon, delivered an edifying sermon on the theme: Be Patient,
Brethren, Unto The Com,ing Of
with his message
The Lord!”

based on JAMES 57-11. Pastor
P. R. Bloedel, the host pastor,
served as liturgist. An offering
was received
for the General
Fund of the Conference.
On Sunday morning, June 25,
another divine service was held
in which Holy Communion was
celebrated. Pastor E. L. Mehl-

berg of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
preached a very instructive and
on PSALM
comforting sermon
100 under the theme: “Serve the
Lord with Gladness!” The host
pastor served as liturgist.
The
offering received at this service
helped to defray the convention
expenses of the local congregation.
Five pastors, eight lay delegates, plus four alternates, and
48 visitors were in attendance
at this convention. Traveling by
car and train, people came from
the states of Illinois, Wisconsin,
South Dakota, Oregon, and Washington.
Each session of the convention was preceded by an appropriate devotion. In addition, the
delegates took part in an enlightening and instructive study
and discussion of the “Theses on
the Doctrine of the Church and
led by Pastor P. R.
Ministry,”

Bloedel. This took the place of
the traditional convention essay.
Various committee reports were
also made to the Conference.
The following were ‘elected
for the coming year:
E. L. Mehlberg
PRESIDENT:
VICE-PRESIDENT: M.Natterer
0. W. Schaefer
SECRETARY:
V. K. Bloedel
TREASURER:
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE:

W. Fischer;

H. Wenck

The Editorial Committee consists of Pastor P. R. Bloedel, editor, Pastor M. L. Natterer, assistant editor, and Mr. Martin
Luedtke, business manager. The
Committee on Theological Edu-

tions by referendum a new plan
of suibsidy for the Seattle congregation, namely, a subsidy for
the sacred printing furnished to
our Conference by the pastor of
St. Luke’s. In the event of a veto
by any member congregation, as
a sovereign congregation, it was
resolved to proceed with a subsidy referendum along the lines
of former years.
Upon recommendation of the

cation consists of Pastor H. D.
Mensing, Pastor P.. R. Bloedel,
Mr. Ma.rtin Luedtke and Mr. David Mensing. The Committee on
Missions consists of Pastor H.
D. Mensing, Mr. Julius Schmitt,
and Mr. Royal DeLair. The Co?n.- Committee on Lutheran Union
mittee for Sunday School Ma- the Conference resolved that the
teriak consists of Pastor P. R. chairman of the committee arBloedel, Mr. David Mensing, and range for the unofficial attenMr. V. .K. Bloedel. The Commitdance of one pastor and one laytee on Lutheran Union consists man at the Fourth
Lutheran
of Pastor M. L. Natterer, Pas- Free Conference, to be held in
tor 0. W. Schaefer, Pastor E. Chicago, Illinois, July 18 - 20,
L. Mehlberg, and Mr. J. Schmitt.
196’7.
The convention unanimously
The delegates also resolved to
adopted the Theses on the Doc- encourage the Committee on Lzctrine of Church and Ministry,
theran Union to go forward in
subject to ratification
by our preparing for a meeting with
congregations.
the Board of Doctrine of the
Upon recommendation of the Church of the Lutheran ConfesBoard of Directors the conven- sion in 5acceptance of their invitation of 1963.
tion resolved that the Tract
Co,mmittee and the Committee
Acting on a Memorial from
for Sunday School Materials be Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley
under the supervision
of the Park, Illinois, the convention reEditorin,
Committee
as sub- solved to continue to hold an ancommittees and that the Presi- nuaZ Conference convention. It
dent continue to appoint these also resolved that the Conco,rdia
special committees annually ac- Lutheran be published quartercording to need and to fill vacan- Iv (about a 24-page issue) for
cies.
the purpose of reducing printing
Upon recommend,ation of the and mailing costs; of giving our
Board of Directors it was resol- pastoral contributors, several of
ved to propose to our congrega- whom are still necessarily bur-

dened down with secular work,
more time to prepare articles
and features and thus to share
more equially in this effort ; and
to improve the quality as well
as the size of each issue.
The time of the next convention is to be referred to our congregations in the light of the
conflict of school closings in the
midwest and on the west coast.
The place of the next convention will be determined when an
official invitation has been received from any of our congregations.
For the inspiration afforded

by the sermons, devotions, and
doctrinal discussion; for the fine
Christian fellowship ; for the generous hospitality of the host
congregation, and for the wonderful cooperation of all, we
laud and magnify the Lord of
the Church. May He give us all
new zeal and courage to go forth
and serve Him with gladness of
heart! May His blessings rest
upon our consecrated endeavors
to His honor and glory and to
the welfare of immortal souls!
“The work of our hands esta.b&712
Thou it!” PsALM 90:17.

-0.

W. Schaefer,

Secretary

SeatHe, Washington
June 25, 1967
The Texk

PSALM

100

IN CHRIST JESUS,
dea.r Conference brethren, friends, fellow redeemed:
UNDER THE GRMIOUS BLESSINGS of the Lord, we have again
this year been privileged to meet together in convention assembled
to consult with one another in the interest of serving the Lord,
for the purpose of advancing the saving cause of the Gospel of
Christ at home and abroad.
ST. LUKE'S CONGREGATIONhas kindly invited us from far and
near to partake of its Christian hospitality, to share with it the
rare beauty of God’s creation in this lovely area, and to provide
the quarters we delegates need jointly to take care of the annual
business of our Conference. St. Luke’s Congregation has also invited us to unite with it in this special worship service where we
are given opportunity to confess our God-given unity of fa.ith and
to nourish our sin-weary souls by means of the Word and Holy
62

Sacrament.
WE THANK THE PASTOR AND MEMBERS of St. Luke’s Congregation for this their brotherly kindness, and we ask the Lord graciously to reward their unselfish labors in our behalf. Yes, for all
these loving kindnesses, which the Lord alone has made possible
and has showered upon us all, we thank Him, the Giver of all
good gifts.
FOR ALL 1x1s BENEFITS in body and soul, we ask the Lord to

give us the necessary grace to serve Him so much the more faithfully and energetically, that to an ever greater degree His name
may be glorified by us and His kingdom extended among us! This
we would do with gladness! And since the motto chosen for this
convention is: SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! let us now with
the gracious guidance and help of the Holy Ghost meditate on
this Word of God, the 100th Psalm, from which this exhortation
is taken. The Lord by it would graciously impart to us the ability for the present and future wholeheartedly to respond to this
His exhortation:
SERVE THE LORD WITH

GLADNESS!

1. IN WHAT SPIRIT THIS SHOULD BE DONE, and

2. ON WHAT BASIS THIS SHOULD BE DONE.

I.
In what spirit should this be done.
IN THESE LAST DAYS of sore distress in which God has chosen

to permit us to live, there is much which serves to dampen our
spirits and discourage us as we go about our various callings in
the service of the Lord. As the end of the world approaches, our
Savior has forewarned us that His faithful servams are going to
experience evil times. It is going to be a season of great falling
away from the truth and the Christian faith. Many false prophets
will arise and lead many people astray. And because there will
be more and more wickedness, the love of most people will turn
cold (MATT. 24: 4-12). Children will rebel against their parents
(MATT. 10: 21), and nation will rise up against nation, causing
great distress among all the inhabitants of the world. The people
will not know which way to turn or what to do any more (LUKE
21:25-28) during those distressing and perplexing days! We are
more and more experiencing these evils in our present generation.

To serve the Lord with gladness under such adverse circumstances may seern utterly impossible. Nevertheless, this exhortation of
the Lord’s Word stands and will continue to stand to the end of
days (MATT. 24: 35), urging us to serve the Lord with gladness.
INDEED, OUR SERVICE TO THE LORD is not to be done in the
spirit of heaviness, doubt, and gloom! Listen to the Spirit’s urging: “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the
Lord with gla(dness: come before his presence with singing.”
ACCORDINGLY, the Lord wants us and His people of all lands

to serve Him with gladness, to come into His presence in the
spirit of joy and singing. Even as we did here this morning when
to the accompaniment of the organ we made a joyful noise to the
Lord, singing with glad hearts: “All praise to God who reigns above!”

WE SH~OULDALSO SERVE HIM WITH GLADNESS in the spirit of
childlike trust, for the Holy Spirit says here: “Know ye that the
Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us and not we ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.”
WE WILL SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS in the spirit

of
childlike trust if we keep in mind that we are His children. In
the first place, it was He who planned our coming into this world,
giving us physical birth through our parents, so that we can rejoice in the wonderful and marvelous bodies and life He has given
us as our %ather and Creator.
BUT, MORE THAN THAT, it was the Lord who also planned our
spiritual ‘birth, so that our precious souls were regenerated by
Baptism and the hearing of His saving Word, whereby He gave
us repentance unto faith in Christ Jesus, our Savior. This is cause
for special gladness: to know that the Lord has made us into His
elect people, who are among the privileged sheep of His pasture!
The Apostle Peter by the Holy Spirit describes us in these words:
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the prnises of
Him who hath caUed you out of darkness into His marvelous
light: which in time past were not a people, but are now the
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy,” I PETER 2:9-IO. In the spirit of childlike trust,

therefore, we should serve the Lord with gladness.
WE SHOULD ALSO SERVE HIM WITH GLADNESS in the spirit of
thanksgiving and praise, for the Holy Ghost exhorts: “Enter into
64

His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be
thankful unto H&x, and bless His name.”
WE WILL SERVE THE LOI~D WITH GLADNESS in the spirit

of
thanksgiving and praise if, as His children and the sheep of His
pasture, we keep in mind that we are His redeemed people, who
have experienced the redeeming power of His love and also the
daily sanctifying influence of His saving grace in our hearts and
lives. That should and will give us the spirit of thanksgiving and
praise in all our relationships with the Lord: as we serve Him in
the home, in school, at work and at play, and in the church. What
a privilege to be able to serve Him in all these relationships as
His redeemed and blessed children! Yes, it is His will that we
serve Him with gladness in the spirit of thanksgiving and praise.
II.
Now, LET US NOTE, in the second place:

On what basis this

should be done.
THE HOLY SPIRIT, through

the mouth of the psalmist, gives
us the basis for serving the Lord with gladness in these words:
“For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting, and His truth
endureth to all generations.” The basis is the life-giving Gospel,

from which flows the power to serve the Lord with gladness.
He is not a God whose desire is
to plague us daily with all manner of evil to destroy us finally in
body and soul ! On the contrary, He is good to all His creation.
He satisfies the desire of every living thing (PSALM 145: 15-16),
so that it can fulfill its high purpose of glorifying Him and serving His creation. Because the Lord is good, He does not even permit Himself to overlook the welfare of the rebellious unbelievers,
as the Savior points out: “He maketh His sun to rise on th.e evil
INDEED, “the Lord is good!”

and on the good, and sendeth rain

on the just and on the unjust,”

MATT. 5: 45.
BUT THE GOODNESSOF THE LOI~Dextends much farther

than
the mere physical. Beca.use the Lord is good, He especially is concerned about the spiritual welfare of His believing children. He
directs their lives for them in such a way that “all t,hings work
together for good to them,” ROM. 8:28. So when we experience
days of trials, temptations, and sadness; when it becomes very
difficult to serve the Lord with gladness, He cheers our drooping
spirits by speaking such words of comfort to us as through the
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Apostle James:

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations; knowing this, that the trial of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may
ge perfect and entire, wanting nothing,” JAMES I: 2-4. And as the
Apostle Paul declares: “We glory in tribzclations also : knowing
that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and
experience, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us,” ROM. 5:3-5. Indeed, because He is good, we have

a solid basis for serving the Lord with gladness!
He has
pity on us and all mankind. For when we and all men on account
of Adam’s transgression were hopelessly lying under the curse of
sin and death, God did not abandon us to eternal condemnation
as He might have done, and as we have deserved! Instead, as the
hymn writer sings :
ANOTHER BASIS IS THAT “His mercy is everlasting.”

But God beheld my wretched state
Before the wo,rld’s foundation.
And, mindful of His mercies great,
He planned my soul’s salvation.
A father’s heart He turned to me,
Sought my redemption fervently;
He gave Hs dearest Treasure.
He spoke to His beloved Son:
‘Tis time to have compassion.
Then go, bright Jewel of My crown,
And bring to man salvation;
From sin and sorrow set him free,
Slay bitter death for him that he
May live with Thee forever.
-THE
LUTHERAN HYMNAL, 387.
.YEs, HIS MERCY IN CHRIST planned our salvation, and His

merciful love has found us and has delivered us from the curse
and power of sin, devil, death, and hell, granting us forgiveness
of sins and a new life in God. And because His mercy is everlasting, He will keep us in His grace from day to day through
this. life unto life eternal. And this mercy He not only offers you
and. me but all men everywhere, for “the Lord . . . is not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance,”
II YET. 3:9. Surely, this His everlasting

mercy is for us another
solid basis for serving the Lord with gladness!
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STILL ANOTHER BASIS IS PRESENTED inthesewords

writer:

by the holy

“And His truth endureth to all generations.”

THE LORD HAS SHOWN HIMSELF to be a God who can be re-

lied upon under all circumstances and at all times. He is truthful
in all His many promises and remains ‘ever faithful to perform
them all. In speaking about His truthfulness, the Lord tells us by
the pen of the Prophet Isaiah: “Seek ye out of the book of the
Lord, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her
ma,te Leome short of its corresponding fulfillment] : fey My mouth
it hath commanded, and His Spirit it hath gathered them,” ISAIAH
34:16.

IT IS THE LORD'S GOODNESS,MERCY, AND TRUTH which has gi-

ven us His blessed saving Word, whereby alone we and all lost
mankind of all generations may learn to know the truth which is
able to convert our souls and set us free (JOHN 8:31-32) ! And in
His faithfulness the Lord assures us that this His means of grace,
His Word and Holy Sacraments, shall never be taken away from
us nor from our children and children’s children. It shall stand to
all generations until the end of time as our sure and infallible
Guide to heaven. For, says the Lord: “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but My Word shall not pass away,” MATT. 24:35. Truly here
we have a solid and all-sufficient foundation and basis that we may
serve the Lord with gladness!
THEREFORE, BELOVED IN CHRIST, by God’s enabling grace, let
us follow the exhortation of our text and make it the motto also
of our remaining lives: SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! Let us
do it in the spirit of joy and singing, in the spirit of childl.ike
trust, and in the spirit of thanksgiving and praise! And let us
seek and obtain the strength we need to serve the Lord with gladness by constantly holding fast to the living fountain of God’s
grace, Christ Jesus our Savior, through whom alone we receive
His goodness, mercy, and truth, by means of God’s Word and Holy
Sacraments.
THEN WILL EACH OF us WITH GLADNESS also be able to confess with the hymn writer (THE LUTHERAN HYMNAL, 390):
And then for work to do for Thee,
Which shall so sweet a service be
That ar/lgels well might envy me,
Christ crucified, I come! Amen.

-Rev.
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