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TO show, on the basis of Scripture,
what, true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives,
To furnish aids for Bible study and arf.icles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, tkiat our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share OUI
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity,
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various so“Lutheran”
called
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
ConPessions, and in t.he old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of th.e current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs

Wls. 6321%

Oregon

l

of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may meate a wrong impreaaion

the 7 967

Concordia

THE TIME will

Lutheran

soon be here
for the 196’7 Convention of our
Concordia Lutheran Conference
(June 23 - 25) preceded by the
Pastoral Conference on June 21
and a Board Meeting on June
22. Seventeen years have passed
since our pastors were forced
out of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod by that synod’s
persistent toleration of error in
doctrine and practice.
There
have been no regrets
but a
cheerful compliance
with the
Word of God as stated in Romans 16: l&18. And we have noted the constant and steady decline of the Missouri Synod into morbid and malignant reprobacy unheard of and undreamed
of 30 years ago -from
which
there is no return, HEBREWS 6:
4-6; II PETER 3 ~20-22. Even
though our cihurch body is extremely small, we humbly thank
the Lord for His rich and abundant b 1es s in gs realizing that
with the Lord on our side we
are always in the majority and
that it is far better to be small
and to let the Lord guide us in
all things alone by His Word
than to be large and to be led
c;hiefly by the devil, the world,
and our old sinful flesh.
FOR THE FIRST TIME in the

Ccmfermce

Convention

history of our Conference the
annual convention will, God-willing, .be held in Seattle, Washington. Pastors and lay delegates from Illinois, Wisconsin,
South Dakota and Oregon will
soon be making the necessary
arrangements for travel by hiway, rail or air to the recently
recognized All - American City.
Very few of the members of our
Conference have ever been to
Seattle. It is a lovely city indeed, stretched
out along the
Puget Sound which forms an
ideal natural harbor and water
way to the Pacific Ocean. Across
the Puget Sound the high snowcrested Olympic Mountains lift
sky-ward their rugged and towering peaks. East of the city
are the rolling foothills of the
C.ascades and further back the
lofty summits of Mt. Snoqualmie, Mt. Stevens, Mt. Baker and
the perpetually snowy crest of
Mt. Rainier. The weather in this
Queen City of the Northwest is
neither sever1.y cold in the winter nor severly hot in the summer. Because of its moderate climate the city’s lawns are generally green the year ‘round and
floral beauty abounds in a rich
variety of color throughout a
good portion of the year. Three
30

fresh water lakes are in the city
and add their distinctive beauty
and refreshing contrast to the
hills, buildings, a n d free-way
systems. Parkways and scenic
drives are found everywhere.
IT IS TO THIS beauty spot of
the great Northwest
that St.
Luke’s congregation has invited
the 1967 CLC convention. Since
the congregation is as yet without property of its own, the ample facilities of a community
building on the shore of Lake
Washington will serve the convention adequately. The congregation will provide lodging and
.meals for all pastors and lay
delegates. Lodging will be provided also for other out of town
guests until space available in.
the congregation is exhausted.

It will be of tremendous aid to
our local Convention Committee
if ALL who intend to be in Seattle during
the Convention
make their intentions known
through their pastor as soon as
possible.
THOUGH ST. LUKE’S congregation is very small, the members will do everything possible
to make all who come to Seattle
for the Pastoral Conference and
Convention thoroughly at home,
May the Lord of the Church
grant His abundant blessings to
our Conference in its 17th Annual Convention that His good
and gracious Will may be done
among us and through us, to the
glory of His name, for His mercies sake.
--I?. R. E.

THE LORD WILLING, the con-

4) Joint extension of the Kingdom of God through cooperative
mission work of our congregations. ( MATT. 28: 19-20 ; MARK
16: 15-16 ; LUKE 24: 47; ACTS 1:

gregations of our Conference
will again this year hold an annual convention. It is scheduled
to be held in the picturesque and
growing city of Seattle, Wash- 8.)
ington, June 23 - 25, the host 5) The adequate
training of
congregation being St. Luke’s pastors for the work of the miLutheran Church, the Rev. P. R. nistry in our midst, and of paroBloedel, pastor.
chial school teachers and other
As HAS BEEN the custom a- helps to the ministry. (II TIM.
mong us, e a.c h congregation,
2:2; 2315; 411-5; TITUS 1:9; I
where possible, chooses two lay TIM. 3: l-7 ; 4: 12 ; II KINGS 2: 3delegates to attend the conven- 5.)
tion, together with the pastor. 6) The publication and distriThis p r o v i d e s the convention
bution of orthodox
religious
with sufficient representation so books, periodicals, and other lithat it can, with God’s blessings, terature for the promotion
of
carry forward the Christian ob- the true faith.
jectives of our Conference:
7) The endeavor to bring about
1) The conservation of the uni- the best possible uniformity in
ty in the true faith. (EPH. 4:3- orders of service, church cus6; I COR. 1: 10; JOHN 831-32.)
toms, and other congregational
2) Joint testimony and defense externals ; with o u t, however,
abridging
any congregation’s
against public errors in doctrine
and practice. (II THESS. 3: 14- rights in matters indifferent (a15 ; I TIM. 5: 20 ; GAL. 6:ll; MT. diaphora) . (see O#%iaZ Consti7: 15 ; TITUS 3: IO; ROM. 16 :17- tzbtion, Article III)
18.)
THESE ARE ALL worthy, Chris3) Jointeffort toward God-plea- tian objectives which we have
agreed in Christian liberty to
sing union with other Lutherans, namely such union as is share together sas a conference
of congregations. This arrangebased upon unity of the spirit
-full agreement in doctrine and ment, under p resent circumpractice on the basis of God’s stances, helps us in our earnest
Word. (ACTS 2: 42 ; I COR. I: IO ; endeavors as fully as possible to
III JOHN 8 :9 ; II TIM. 1: 8 ; 1:16- glorify our wonderful Triune
God and spread His saving king18; EPH. 4: l-6.)

dom throughout tihe world by
means of the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ.
THIS ALSO gives us blessed op-

portunity to make the fullest
possible use of the diversities of
gifts which the Lord has graciously and abundantly bestowed upon us Christians. It is the
Lord’s will that these differing
gifts should be used i-or the common proflt of all His people, I
cOR.12:4-31. We thank the Lord
for these His precious
gifts,
which in mercy and love He has
so freely bestowed upon each of
us in order that we may each
contribute his talent to the building of His kingdom
here on
earth! We earnestly ask Him to
pour down upon us a super-abundance of His gifts and then
move us all with grateful hearts
to use them gladly and freely to
‘His glory and the furtherance
of His Church everywhere!
To THAT END may the Lord
bless each of our congregations
as it is confronted with this further opportunity at this coming
convention to share its gifts, including delegates an d pastor,
for the common good of the
brethren. May He graciously use
us that we may edify each other
in love (EPH. 4: 16) ! May we
use this opportunity to strengthen and encourage each other
to hold fast the more firmly to
the full truth of God’s Word in
doctrine and practice! For the

generation in which we live has
in general grown sick of the
precious Gospel of forgiveness
in Jesus. To an ever increasing
degree it lustfully hungers after and greedily feeds on the
forbidden and corrupt fruits of
a theology and morality which
appeals to human reason and
caters to the sinful flesh, and
which is driving countless souls
into eternal perdition ! From
this may the Lord graciously
preserve us all !
THEREFORE, in these last evil

days we thank the Lord for the
opportunity by m ea,n s of our
convention again this year to be
drawn more cl o s el y to Him
through Word and Sacrament
and to each other in the precious bonds of faith and love.
We humbly ask His gracious
and richest blessings upon this
our joint endeavor as in His
name (MATT. 28: 18-20) we seek
to share the Gospel of Jesus in
fullest measure with one another and with ;a~ our fellowmen everywhere !
0 Lord, let this Thy little flock,
Thy name alone confessing,
Continue in Thy loving care,
Tcrue un.ity possessing.
Thy Sacram,ents,, 0 Lord,
And Thy saving Word
To us e’er pure retain.
Grant th,at they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.
Amen.

-E.
42

L. M.

THREE GREAT Christian

festivals occurred during the month
of May. Ascensio/n was observed on .May 4th ; Pentecost, the
great birthday of the Christian
Church, fell on May 14th; the
Trinity festival, in honor of the
only true God, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, was commemorated
on May Zlst. The following excerpts reveal what Luther had
to say concerning these festive
days on the church calendar.

“What a happy and comfortable day this festival is, and what manifold blessings flow from it! Henceforth
the Son of God sits at the right
hand of the F.ather and protects
us against the many assaults of
our foes. Christ, furthermore,
sends us His Holy Spirit to
guide us into all truth, to protect us from error, to console us
in sorrow, to teach us how to
pray, and to confer upon us various gifts and graces. We now
have, through
our Lord, all
things that we need for time
and for eternity.”

ON PENTECOST: ((Through the

Word and Sacraments the Holy
Ghost is active in our hearts and
enkindles in them a new light,
the light of faith, so that we do
not simply hear the Word, but
retain and understand
it and
through it become diRerent persons witih renewed hearts. Let
us be earnest in prayer, in hearing the preaching of the Word
of God, and in an unblamable
walk before men!”

ON ~~ENSION:

“We must be
satisfied with what the Scriptures reveal unto us in this matter, and this revelation we must
accept in faith, if we wish to be
saved. God grant that we may
all remain firm in this doctrine
and faith unto the end of OUT
life. Amen.”
ON TRINITY:

From:
Sermons on the Gospels, VOL. II.

-Selected
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by 0. W. S.

"LO, I AM WITH YOU akuay,

even unto the end of the world,”
&~ATTHEW 28:ZO. These are the

words of promise which .Jesus,
our &en Lord and Savior,
spoke to His disciples shortly
before He ascended to heaven.
What a wonderful
Savior we
have! While, on the one hand,
He withdrew His visible presence from us, ascending to hea.ven according to His human nature to prepare there a place for
US (ACTS 1:9; JOHN 14:3);yet,
because He is the almighty Son
of God,. He could truly promise:
“Lo,, .I am with you a1wa.y.”

by His precious blood to be His
own. (I JOHN 1: 7) He rose again to give yozt the victory over
sin, de,ath, and Satan. (I COR.
15: 57) He ascended to prepare
a place for you. And now He
gives you the promise: “Lo, I
cm with YOU alway.”
ALWAYS REMEMBER, too,

who

this Jesus is th& promises you
this. He is true man, born of
our own flesh and. blodd. Therefore He personally understands
all. your temptations, your infirmities or weaknesses, and all
your particular
needs. (HEBREWS 4%) But He is also true
(iod, begotten
of the Father
from eternity. Therefore He is
also nb!cl! to do everything that
He knows is best for you now
and. etern.ally. Yes, therefore He
is able also to save to the uttermost them that come unto Gad
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession
for them.

He makes
this promise also to you -not
only to those first disciples in
Galilee. For He gpecially emph;asizes : “. . , you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” In these
words He unquestionably includes you and all of us who, by
His grace, are His believing disciples in these last times of the
world. Wh.at a comfort and joy
this should be to you especially
now in your present
circumstance, when it may seelwI, at
times as tihough you were just
a number, an insignificant indi(.HEBREwS 7 25)
vidu’al, in the midst of a great
IN HIS GLORIOUS NAME, all
sea of humanity! The Lord Jeyour brethren at home greet you
sus is concerned about indiviand send you their love!
duals. “He car&h for you.” (I:
He redeemed porn,
PETER 55)
-H. IX M.
AND REMEMBER,

JUNE
a traditional month for weddings
*

”

(A Devotion

by C. F. W. WaIfher)

“Godliness is profitable
,unto all things, having promise of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come.”
--I Timothy 4:8

IF WE ASK THE WORLD when

young engaged couples can be
certain that they will be able
with certainty to undertake a
happy and blessed marriage, the
world will answer:
When the
bridal couple, in the first place,
have joyful hearts ; secondly,
when they are well off financially; thirdly, when they are bound
to each other by a lasting mutual love; and, fourthly, when
they have helpful
friends in
time of need. Then there can be
no doubt that their marriage
will succeed and will never be
-These four
regretted.
qualifications, however, in the
real sense of the ,word, are nowhere else to -be found than in
godliness, concerning which the
Apostle says in our text: “It is
profitable unto a.ll things, having promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come.”
IT IS TRUE, in order to have a

blessed marriage, above all else
it is necessary that the hearts
be joyful.
But godliness alone
can give a truly joyful disposi-

tion. According to Holy Scripture, godliness consists in this
that a person believes in Christ
and serves God in this faith
with all zeal. For he who believes in Christ knows that all
his sins are forgiven, that God
has entered his name in the
Book of Life, and that God is
his gracious God and Father,
who looks with satisfaction upon him as upon His dear child
of grace. Now if godly spouses
are sure that they possess these
convictions, how can it fail that
they have truly joyful hearts?
Ah, yes, these must not then, as
worldly-minded
s p o u s es , seek
their h,appiness outside of the
home in places where the intoxicating lusts of the world are to
be found. In the quiet simplicity
of their home they partake of
hidden joys, of which the poor
world hasn’t the slightest idea.
Yes, in the depth of their hearts
they experience the peace of God
which is sweeter than all else in
the world, and for that reason
their ihearts remain happy, even
45

when their eyes are tearful.

but also love each other in the
STILL,IT FURTHERMORE iS trUe
Lord; if in their marriage they
that in order to have a blessed not only pledge faithfulness to
marriage it is necessary to have each other but also to the Lord,
wealth, in a certain sense of the oh, what a lovely union they
word. For consider how great then begin on the day of their
are the needs of a1 family just marriage! If at times something
them which
during one year! Truly rich, comes between
threatens to separate
their
however, and truly well provided for are couples if they are hearts, because they love the
godly. For then they have a rich Lord they then at once will pray
Father in heaven, whose trea- that the Lord would kindle again their love. For that reason
sure stores are inexhaustible,
whose hands are alwa,ys full of their love cannot grow entirely
bounty. And even though the cold. But if it should at any
house would be empty, they can time seem to threaten to die out,
confidently move in; for godli- it always flames up anew with
and
ness is the most valuable posses- ever increasing warmth
sion the bride can present to her brightness through the work of
husband, and godliness is the Go.d.
STILL IT IS TRUE, in order to
richest capital of the groom.
Godliness brings God’s blessing, have a blessed marriage, a dear
and where this is there is abun- friend in need is also necessary.
For a marriage without much
dance.
grief is not possible here below.
STILL,IT IS FURTHERMORE true
that in order to have a blessed But blessed are they whose marmarriage it is necessary
also riage is founded on godliness!
These have the true Friend in
that it be established through
are not
mutual love. It is true that wed- need. Their friends
ded love is also to be found in merely poor, mortal, changethe hearts of those who do not able, undependable people ; no,
fear God. But, alas, how soon they have a. Friend who is althe most ardent
bridal love ways “great in cowmel, and
JER. 32:19.
cha#nges into indifference, yes, mighty i~, work,”
into hate! How soon the wed- They have a Friend, who does
ding vows of the children of not die, who never changes, who
this world are forgotten
and never forsakes, before whom
broken ! There is, nevertheless, they can appear every hour with
and prayers,” I
a certain arrow of wedded love %qq%cation
and faithfulness,
and this is TIM. 5: 6, and who graciously
Godliness. Yes, if bride and hears them. They have a Friend
groom not only love each oth.er who comforts them in all fears,

rescues them out of all dangers,
‘and helps them in all need. He
is a Friend who can do this, who
desires to do this, and who will
do this ! And this their best and
truest Friend is their God and
Father in heaven.
0 BLESSED MARRIAGE if it iS

godly ! It is then a picture of
the union of Christ with the
Church, His Bride. It is then
the most beautiful, lovely flower which still blooms for us in

UNDER THE gracious blessings

of the Lord, Palm Sunday at
Christ L u t h e r a n Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was a special occasion of congregational
rejoicing as John A:hlmann, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Ahlmann, and Lynn Bloedel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Elfred Bloedel, were able to renew their
baptismal covenant through the
Having
rite of Confirmation.
completed two years of intensive study of the chief doctrines
of the Holy Scriptures, confessing their faith in the Triune
God, they vowed to renounce
the devil, and all his works and
all his ways. They expressed the
sincere intention, with the help
of God, to continue steadfast in
the confession of the true Christian faith, according to God’s
Word, and suffer all, even death,

this v’alley of tears.
0 Lord, according to Thy Word,
True godliness to us afford,
That we Thy Name may honor.
Let Thy good Spirit
be OUY
Guide,
An even path to heav’n provide
Through Chris t, our Savior.
Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht

(Daily Family Devotions)
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. M.

rather than fall away from it.
They confessed their earnest desire, by the grace of God, to conform all their life to the rule of
the divine Word, to walk as it
becomes the Gospel of Christ,
and in faith, word, and deed to
remain true to the Triune God,
even unto dea.th.
THE PRAYERS of the congregation petitioned the Lord of
the Church graciously to grant
our young brethren these most
coveted of all blessings here on
earth. And the pastor, on the
basis of the Lord’s Word, JOHN
8:31-32 and ROMANS I: 16, earnestly exhorted them: AS TRUE
DISCIPLES OF JESUS, CONTINUE
For thereby:
IN HIS Wm.&’

1) You sha.11learn to know the
Truth and live in the freedom it
gives; and 2) You shall be given
the grace to be wnadsamed

of its

children! May we especially be
concerned day by day to renew
our vow and live in it to the
glory of God and the salvation
of our own and our dear children’s souls! Yes, may we, under this same blessing of the
Lord, seek to share the Gospel
of salva.tion also with others
everyM&ere as the Lord may
grant us opportunity !

saving power, to the salvation
of your own souls and the souls
of others.
HAVING BEEN welcomed and

received as communicant members and with the Lord’s benediction resting upon the newly
confirmed, the worship service
was closed with the congregation singing the battle hymn of
our Church: A Mighty Fortress
is Our God, with a prayer for
the ‘Lord’s continued blessings,
and with the final benediction of
the Triune God.

The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the pl&n
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And ..,tackethey our life,
Goods, fame, child, an.d wife,
Let these all be gone,
They yet have nothing won;
The Ebzgdom, outs remaine th.
Amen.

MAY WE ALL who are commu-

nicant members in the congregations of our Conference raise
our hearts in thanksgiving and
praise to God for the grace He
Ihas given us to make this same
confession of fa,ith and which
He continues to give to our dear

77th

-E.
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England is having a strange
revival of witchery.
The new
cult in England openly admits
it trafics in witchery. In London the Witchcraft
Research
Association last ye,ar recruited
1,000 members with some 8,000
belonging to the cult. Recently
human bones have been disinterred from dhureh graveyards
and arranged in the form of a
cross. A blasphemous worship is
then perpetrated presumably to
win the favor of Satan. Ex-superintendent Robert Fabian of
Scotland Yard wrote in his memoirs, “There is more Satan
worship today than ever since
the dark ages. The votaries of
Pan who dedicate young boys
and girls to the nature god is a
ritual th.at is indescribable.” A
Tory, M.P., spoke in the Commons, saying: “A good deal of
it (witchery rituals) is a cover
for sexual orgies and other malpractices.”
The above Cnformation &ma-

from the .Nov~n~he~
issue of

thx

Saturday E2~enin.g .Post reveals
the depralnity into which people

tm, fdl wizen

th,ey

refuse, in

rank unbelief, to listen to thx
Voice of Him wh>ohas redeemed
them from sin, death, and the
power of the devil. Instead of
following Him, who is the Light
of the World, they grope about
in the kingdom of th,e PrGzce of

Darkness, whom the Lord hath
“reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day,” JUDE 6.
And the Apostle Pa/u1 lists the
together with
ssz’nof witdmaft
the other works of the flesh and
says “that they which do such.
things shall not inherit the kingdom

of God,"

GAL. 5: 19-21.
-O-

spirit is on
the rise in California. Two recent examples: Roman Catholic
Bishop Floyd L. Begin spoke at
the dedication of new Christian
educational buildings at Saint
Luke’s Lutheran Church in Walnut Creek. Farther north in the
redwoods section, Roman Catholics and eight Protestant denominations of the McKinleyville-.
Arcata area held a joint prayer
for peace service at St. Mary’s
‘Roman Cath.olic Church in Arcata. Plans were made by the
Rev. Dean. Lindquist, of Grace
Lutheran, .McKinleyville ; th.e
Rev. John W. Downing, St. Alban’s Episcopal, and the Rt.
Rev. William Serado of Saint
Mary’s. Others who participated
were Presbyterians,
Baptists,
Methodists, United Church of
Christ, Seventh-Day Adventists,
Lutheran Churtih-Missouri
Synod, and the American Lutheran Church .
The ecumenical

the February 2nd issue of The
Lutheran. In years gone by, the
MYsso~uri Synod would have never tolerated suc.h UNIONISM.
And rightly so, on the basis of
skch Scripture
passages as:

Recently we have read a,bout
two Missouri Synod clergymen
who participated in Rom,an Catholic services. One was the Rev.
Eugene Krieger who participated in the special Thanksgiving
services at St. Paul the Apostle
Catholic Church, and the other
was Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan who
read the Epistle at a mass celebrated by Cardinal Doepfner at
St. John’s Abbey. Now we have
the above information
of further participation announced in

MATT. 7: 15 ; ROK 16 :17; II
JOHN 1.0,11, which clearly for-

bid join.t (worship or mixed praye‘r among those not united in
the teachings of God’s Word.
Such things sorely grieve every
true Lutheran!

-M.

L. N.

“Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that
-Remans
I 3 :8.
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”

IN OUR DAY the opinion

is
generally held that love is entirely a matter of one’s own free
choice, or the opinion at least is
held tha.t a person is not under
obligation to love all people, but
ihat one can select those whom
he wishes to love and whom he
desires to show love ; yes, that
a person can hate certain people
instead of loving them and do
evil to them instead
of good.
Such people believe that just as
they have free choice in other
things, to love or not to love
something, so also it is a matter
of their own personal choice to
love this person and not to love
that person, if one only does not
wrong and harm his neighbor’s
legal rights and property. But

how does the Word of our God,/
judge this matter? What does
the Apostle Paul, among otiher
things, have to say about this
in our text? He says this: “Ozoe
no man anythin,g, but to LOVE
one another: for HE that LOVET27 ian,other hath fulfilled the
law.” The ~holy Apostle here does

not urge the love of brethren as
though it were a matter of free
choice, which is dependent upon
the inclination of our heart. The
Apostle also does not exhort to
love as though
it were for a
good cause, to which we should
permit ourselves to be attracted
merely because it is praiseworthy and lovely. No, he rather requires this love of us as a debt.
He also gives Us the reason,
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namely, because God has commanded love in His Law. Accordingly, this is, first of all,
certain: we are not free to decide /whether we want to love or
whom we want to love. And
when we sincerely love all people and show our love for them,
we are not doing anything extraordinary b e ca u s e love is a
debt we owe. Every person is
our cred.itor, and we are every
person’s debtor. We may not
otherwise owe anyone anything,
we nevertheless owe him love.
It is useless therefore for us to
boast about our generousity and
noble-mindedness, ev en i f we
love our enemies and demonstrtxte our love to them; for we
then are only doing that which
we are obliged to do. It is indeed true, no court in this world
lays upon us the obligations of
love, no one punishes him who
does not carry out this obligation, but it is different in God’s
court. There the debt-book of
Love especially is checked, and
even though. all our debts have
been found cancelled, if we have
not paid the debt of love, then
the terrifying
verdict will be
handed down to us: “The wic-

should owe no man anything,
now he turns suddenly and says,
Nevertheless,
I want you to
know that there is one debt
which you still have remaining
to be paid -LOVE. According to
God’s Word, therefore, love is
not only a debt; but, regardless
of what we may do, it is a remaining, constant, never-ending
debt.
Every other debt grows
smaller through payment, and
finally it is thereby entirely satisfied and paid. Not so our debt
of love which we owe our neighbor. Just as holy a duty it is for
a person to put forth his best
efforts to rid himself completely
of every other debt, so earnestly
should we strive not to be rid of
our love-debt. We should indeed
also daily pay this debt but never think that it now has been
settled. And if we have shown
the greatest love to a person,
yes, if it were possible, to all
men, we should understand that
our love-debt thereby has not in
any way become decreased and
lowered lbut always remains as
it was, always remains the same
size. There is no day, no hour,
no moment when we are not obliged to love. If, therefore, we
ked borrowcth, and payeth not had ardently and actively loved
all our brethren even more than
ngflin," PSALM 38: 21.
LOVE, HOWEVER, according to a half a century, there still reGod’s Word is not only our debt mains recorded for ‘every new
but a debt of very special, won- day and for every new hour the
derful makeup. While the Apo- same total debt in the debt-book
stle in the preceeding words of of the Law and of our conhis letter has declared that one science. Yes, while every other

debt can only rest upon us till
death, the debt of love, on the
other h.and, we take along with
us into the grave, into eternity,
into heaven; for there indeed
faith is changed into seeing and
hope into having, but love remains. It remains so long as
there is a kingdom
of God, a
kingdom of eternal love, thereLpo--b-

fore to all eternity.
Grant Thy Spirit’s

pow?, Lord

Jesus,
Fcill us with His glorious might,
That we follow Thee with ardor,
Governed by love’s perfect light,
Ah, this blessing give us wholly,
That we live before Thee holy.
Amen.
-o--o-

“For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal,
Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there
be any other commandment,
it is briefly comprehended
in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Love worketh
no ill to his neighb-or: therefore love is the fulfilling of the Iaw.”
-Remans
I 3 :9- IO.

THE HOLY APOSTLE here pre-

sents two reasons why love is
really the entire, single debt required of man, namely, in the
first place, because no Commandment can possibly be fulfilled without love, since it is
love that God is really concerned about in all His Commandments. And, secondly, because
on the other hand love, as much
as pertains to it and when it is
perfect, 1eaves no Commandment of God unfulfilled, so that
the true fulfillment of the Law
or of all the Commandments
takes place alone through love.
AND SO IT IS. In the first place,
there really is only one Commandment, and all other Commandments are contained and
summed up in this one: “Thou
shicllt love God above all things,”
and “Thou shalt love thy neigh-

bor as thyself.” It is really this
love alone which Go.d requires

of us and all men. God did not
give the Ten Commandments in
order that man should have exactly ten kinds of duties, but
the Ten Commandments are nothing more than examples which
serve God’s Commandment of
love: they are developments and
unfoldings of it. The Ten Commandments represent the separate items of our debt; the Commandment of love, however, is
the sum in which these again
are enclosed. The Commandment of love is the tree, and the
Ten individual Commandments
a.re the individual branches of
this tree. Love should be the
fountain and the Ten Commandments with their required works
should be the streams which
flow out of this fountain. Not
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he, therefore, fulfills these Commandments who only does or
does not do the works which are
therein enumerated, commanded, .or forbidden ; but first then
does a person fulfill the Commandments by these works if
these his works all flow out of
love. If you, therefore, according to the Fourth Commandment h.onor your parents, if according to the Fifth Command.ment you do not kill with your
fist, if according to the Sixth
Commandment you do not commit adultery with the external
act, if according to the Seventh
Commandment you do not take
your neighbor’s belongings forcikjly or with craft, if according
to the Eighth Commandment
you do not speak false witness
against your neighbor, yes, if
according to the Ninth and the
Tenth. Commandments you do
not even once deliberately covet
your neighbor’s property: with
all this you still do not fulfill
even one syllable of the entire
Law, if th.e genuine, pure, ardent, lolle fur God and for your
neighbor does not dwell in. your
heart;, and if therefore everyl:hing which you did according
to the holy Ten Commandments
did not :flow out of this fountain
of genuine love, which. is in you.
Whoever does not h.ave this love
may live ever so honorably, ever
so inogensively, ever so blamelessly, in God’s sight he is nevertheless a transgressor of al!

Hi.s Commandments : an idolator, a profaner of His name,
one who despises preaching and
His Word, one who does not honor his parents, teachers, and
civil authority, a murderer, a
fornicator an.d adulterer, a thief
and. robber, a false witness, and
his heart is a dwelling-place of
ungodly inclinations
and desires. For the sum total of all
our debts is love. All the Commandments are “comprahetided
in this sayin,g, namely, Thox
shalt low thq nei,yhJ~o~*as th$yself.”
STILL, according

to this, we
dare not think that the Apostle’s
meaning then is ‘this that it is
therefore sufficient if a person
only bears this love in his heart,
that even if he then continues to
transgress the Commandments
by his deeds;’ he then nevertheless fulfills the Law by virtue of
his love ! Oh, no, for the Apostle
rather adds this yet: “Love ZDOFketh, no ill to his neigh,bor:
therefow Love is the fwlSfillitiSgof
th:e I~M~J.” The Apostle wi.shes to

say ,that not only i.s no Commandment fulfilled without love,
but; where love i.s, as it should
be, there it permits no Comman dment to rem ain unfulfilled
and performs all works of the
Commandments. And how could
it be oth.erwise ! Whoever loves
God above all things, which of
the Commandments of th.e First
Table could he transgress without violatin,g and denying this

his love to God? And whoever
loves his neighbor as himself,
which of the Commandments of
the Second ‘Table could he transgress without violating and denying this his love to his neighbor? No, “Love worketh no ill
to his neiglzbor,” but only good.
All evil stems from the lack of
love toward God and the neighbor. True love does not first ask,
Wh.at? should I also be obligated
to do that, that too, to God and
my neighbor ? True love rather
consiflers itself with all that it
possesses to be indebted to its
God and neighbor and desires
nothing else than to break forth,
overflow, contribute, and be en-
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tirely spent in the service of
God and the neighbor. Its happiness does not consist in taking
but in giving, not in being loved
but in loving, not in being served but in serving.
Lord Jesus, Thou who art
The Model of love truly,
Grunt me with an my heart
To love my neighbor duly;
Give me the grace, I pray,
To serve my fellow man,
That I in every way
Do al2 I should and can.
Taegliche Hausandacht

(Daily Family Devotions)
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. hl.

Free

Conference

July 18-20, 1967.

Schiiler Park, Illinois (Suburb of Chicago)
O’Hare-Ramada
Inn, 3939 North Mannheim
The Holy

Christian

Church

and true

Road

Ecumenicity

Since the Conference will b,e composed of Lutherans
from various bodies not in fellowship, no joint worship
will be held. A moment of silence will provide opportunity
for
all to implore the Lord’s blessings upon the Conference.

Love Between

Brothers and Sisters

Whatever
brawls disturb
.There should be peace
Where sisters dwell. and
meet,
Quarrels should never

the street,
at home;
brothers
come.
Against

Birds in their little nests agree,
And ‘t is a shameful sight,
When children of one family
Fall out, and chide,. and fight.

Quarreling

and Fighting

Let dogs delight to bark and bite,
For God ha,s made them so;
Let bears and lions growl and fight,
For it is their nature, too:

Hard

names at .first, and threatening
words
That are but noisy breath,
May grow to clubs and naked swords,
To murder and to death.,

But, children, you should never let
Such angry passions rise;
Your little hands were never made
To tear each other’s eyes.

‘The devil tempts one mother’s son
To rage against another;
So wicked Cain was hurried on
Till he had killed his brother.

Let love through all your actions run,
And alt your words ,be mild;
Live like the blessed Virgin’s Son,
That sweet and lovely Child.

The wise will make their anger cool,
.At least before ‘t is night;
But in the bosom of a fool
it burns till morning light.

His soul was gentle as a lamb:
And as His stature qrew,
He grew in favor both with man
And God, His Father, too.

Pardon, 0 Lord, our childish rage,
Our little brawls remove;
That, as we grow to riper age,
Our hearts may. all b.e love.

Now, Lord of all, He reigns above,
And from His heavenly throne
He sees what children dwell in love,
And marks them for His own.
-Se!ected

-Selected
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