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To show, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and mcditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such G-od-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectIy
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called seientifit theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various socalled
“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Conbessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement
of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong imp~easion.

THE LAST DAY OF OCTOBER

marks the 449th anniversary of
the Reformation and the blessed
work of Martin Luther. As this
instrument of God restored the
precious Gospel and its glorious
truths to the Church, spiritual
treasures and priceless liberties
were brought forth so that man
could again learn the only way
to heaven by faith in Christ Jesus. All praise to God that He,
through the Reformer, brought
His Word out of the darkness of
error into the light of truth!

hearts they became believers.
This, too, was without any merit
on their part. It was all grace,
even as it is with us who are
members of the Church today.
This great truth is the source
of our Reformation joy.
THIS IS WHAT LUTHER clung
to and proclaimed far and wide.
In an a,ge when people were told
that they must DO something to
earn God’s favor, the Reformer
was led by the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God to
know that “man is justified bzj

WHAT IS THE MAIN MESSAGE faith

of the Reformation? What is the
key tea,ching behind Luther’s
work? It is this: We are saved
by grace through faith! Salvation is a gift of God ! This is
what the Apostle P:a,ul emphasized in his letter to the Ephesians. In the second chapter he
points out that having been born
in sin, they could not atone for
their sins but deserved God’s
wrath and damnation. God, however, loved them and all mankind, sent His beloved Son to
redeem the world, and through
the Gospel now offers forgiveness and eterna,l life which Jesus has earned for all. This is
pure GRACE !
PAUL ALSO POINTED OUT to the
Ephesians that through the power of the Word and the working of the Holy Spirit in their

without

the deeds of the

Law.” ROM. 3223. To him Scrip-

ture was the only authority in
matters religious, and he refused
to let human traditions and customs sway him. He staked everything on : “Thus saith the Lor#‘,
and before civil an d religious
lea,ders he declared, “Mg conscience is bound to God’s Word!”

As faithful children of the Reformation, we can do and say no
less in these last perilous times.
To WHAT shall the Reformation joy move us? Paul told the
Ephesians: we are‘kreated in
Christ Jesus unto good works!”
EPH. 210.

We are saved by
grace in order to serve by grace.
God has ordained that by faith
we produce the fruits of a Christian life. Our walk in the Lord
is to be a walk in holiness, humility, goodness, and kindness.

The more grateful we are for
our salvation, the more will we
engage in good works to glorify
our God.
IF WE PRIZE the blessings of
the Reformation, we will seek
to perpetuate them as we uphold
and defend the pure teachings of
the Bible. In an age when many
deny the inspiration
of Holy
Writ, creation, the virgin birth,
the resurrection of the body, Jesus’ descent into hell, the immortality of the soul, and other
doctrines, we dare not become
lax or negligent but must pray

for steadfastness to watch and
guard the Truth, using it faithfully and defending it loyally.
MAY OUR GIFT of love and
praise to God be better attend.ance at divine services, Holy
Communion, and Bible classes,
more fervent prayers, more consecrated service, and greater offerings for the work of the
Church! Therefore we pray:
“Defend Thy Christendom that
we
May evermore
sing praise to
Thee.”
-0. w. s.

Confirmationat Wdmot,So.Dakota
ON SUNDAY, September 4, 19-

66, five children of St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S. D.,
were confirmed. They had completed a two-year course of instruction in the chief parts of
Christian doctrine and were examined before the congregation
on Sunday, August 28th.
THE MEMBERS of the ‘66 class
are: Linda Reyelts, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Orville Reyelts, Wilmot; Kristine Schaefer, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 0. W. Schaefer ; Vicki and Candace Charnley,
daughters of Mr. Kieth Chamley, Milb.ank ; and Harlan Wenck,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard
Wenck, Corona.
PASTOR 0. W. SCHAEFER conducted the examination, delivered the sermon basing his mes-

sage on EPH. 3: 17-19, and performed the rite of confirmation.
After the service the members
of St. Stephen’s, together with
guests and visitors, gathered at
a nearby state park for a delicious dinner and an afternoon
of Christian fellowship.
MAY THE LORD of the Church
preserve these new communicant members in the true faith
and keep them loyal to His precious Word of truth as long as
they live !
Arm these Thy soldiers,
Lord,
With shield of faith and
Sword.
Forth to the battle may
And boldly fight against
-0.
IO8

mighty
Spirit’s
they go
the foe.
w. s.

Essay delivered at the Sixteenth Annual
Convention
of the Concordia! Lutheran
Conference by Psstor E. L. Mehlberg and printed in the Concordia Lutheran by
Convention Resolution.
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HAVING NOW BEEN INTRODUCED
to the Christian,

who I trust
is you and I, and most assuredly is every true believer everywhere, let us now note in a practical way how the Christian’s
life is a life of praise to God. This includes, first of all:
THE EARLY AND PREPARATORY
YEARS
OF A
CHISTIAN’S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISETO GOD.
WHEN THE CHRISTIAN thinks about the early and prepara-

tory years of his life, he should be moved to praise God for

them all!
1. HIS PHYSICAL BIRTH.
HE SHOULD RECALL to mind that his coming into this world

was not the result of an evolutionary

process which made him
the descendant of a monkey, and ape, a fish, etc. It should fill
him with praise to God to be able to trace his ancestry back to
human beings, to Adam and Eve, the crown of God’s creation,
when in those first six, twenty-four hour days He created heaven
and earth and all creatures (GEN. 1 and 2). The Christiavl should
further praise God when he notes that, in distinction from all the
animals, God endowed him with a superior body, an intelligent
mind, and an immortal soul!
YES, THE CHRISTIAN should realize that he, indeed, received

his soul and body with all its members from his parents, but that
it w.as God working in and through them who actually accomplished this (GEN. 30: l-6 ; ACTS 17: 25-26)) so that his coming
109

into this world was the result of God’s eternal plan and the product alone of His almighty creative hand, as Job of old declares:
“Thine hands have made me and fashioned me. . . . Thou hast
granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hlath preserved
beginning, den2y spirit,” JOB IO: 8ff. The Christian’s physical

velopment, and completion was all the result of God’s creative
counsel, as the P s alm is t exclaims:
“My substance was not hid
from thee when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in
tlze lowest parts of the eartbz. Thine eyes did see my substance,
yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was
none of them,” PSALM 139: 15-16.
SUCH SOLEMN AND AWE-INSPIRING REFLECTIONS should cause

the Christian to join with the Psalmist in raising his heart to
the Lord and exclaiming: “I will praise Tlzee; for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made: marvelous are Tl2y works;
soul knoweth right well,” PSALM 139: 14.

and that my

2. HIS SPIRITUAL BIRTH.

THE CHRISTIAN, however, s:hould be prompted to even greater

praise of the Lord when he refiects on his spiritual birth. If he
became a Christian at infancy, he should praise God for having
so early in life, through the regenerating washing of baptismal
grace (TITUS 3:4-7), rescued him from his natural spiritual
father, the devil; and for having adopted him into His own family
as His redeemed child through the bestowal of faith in Jesus by
the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word (JOHN 3: 5-6; I
PETER 3 :21;

GALATIANS 3: 26-27).

As HE REFLECTS on this miracle of God’s love, the Christian
also should praise God for the gift of God-fearing parents if God
so blessed him, who early brought him, in his helplessness, to the
baptismal font, who tenderly cared for his body but were equally concerned about the welfare of his precious soul, and who
therefore taught him, as he grew older, to lisp the sweet name of
Jesus, his dear Savior and Good Shepherd, and helped him to fold
his little hands in prayer to his Heavenly Father.
THE CHRISTIAN should praise God for all these His spiritual

blessings which were bestowed upon him during his infancy, for
they were all gifts of His unmerited love and kindness through
Christ Jesus.
II0

3. HIS CHILDHOOD.
WHEN THE CHRISTIAN looks back on his childhood, if he was

privileged to have a Christian home life, no less should he praise
God for his continued growth “in the grace and in the knowledge
of OUT Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” II PETER 3: 18. He should
thank God for the healthy and wonderful body given him, also for its
further development, making it possible for him, by and by, to recognize things ever more intelligently,
to develop in his thinking, to walk,
and talk. The Christian should especially praise God for the blessings
which caused him to become more
personally conscious of his faith in
Jesus; for example, how on his mother’s knee he was taught the
wonderful stories of Jesus’ love from God’s Word, the Holy Bible ;
how his father, in the f,amily circle, led them in prayers of grace
and thanksgiving at meals and taught him also in special family
devotions and at other times to know God’s Word better and to
put all his trust in Jesus, who sends His holy angels so that the
wicked foe may have no power over us by night or by day. The
Christian also should praise God for the worship services which
his parents regularly attended with him at their side. He may recall how he was deeply impres sed by the sweet singing of the
congregation, the solemn prayers,
the pastor’s earnest preaching, the
baptism of other little children ;
seeing his parents, together with
the other members of the congregation, humbly kneeling
at the
communion rail at the Lord’s Table. He may recall also the collection plate into which he, too, was
permitted to place an offering for
the work of the Lord. These are all precious experiences which
the Christian may recall, through which the Holy Ghost brought
him closer to his Savior.
THE CHRISTIAN MAY RECALL how during

those tender years
he learned more and more to love God’s Word and became better
acquainted with it at home, in the church, Sunday School, and
Ill

Christian Day School which he may have attended. He should recall how the Holy Spirit through these means taught him that he
should fear, love, and trust in God above all things; not to take
God’s name in vain but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise
and give thanks to God for everything; and gladly hear and learn
God’s Word at home and in the congregation and school from his
parents, pastor, and Christian teachers, and by means of his own
personal study of the Word. He
learned to know that he should
gladly obey all those whom God had
placed over him in the home, church
school, and state. He learned that to
hate anyone is murder
in God’s
sight, and that he should always
be friendly and, wherever possible,
help and befriend his neighbor. He
learned to know that there is a
right and wrong use of sex, that marriage is a good and divine
institution which is intended by God to be lifelong, a bond which
must never be broken by a Christian, and that we all should lead
a chaste and decent life in all our thoughts, desires, words, and
deeds. Stealing, bearing false witness, and coveting our neighbor’s
possessions, the Christian also learned, were forbidden by God ;
that we are always to put the best construction on the words and
actions of our neighbor and help him keep, improve, and protect
his property and business. Yes, he learned that no man can keep
this holy Law of God perfectly, as God requires; that it condemns
us all as lost sinners (JAMES 2: 10 ; GAL. 3: IO) ; and that God in
His wrath would cast all transgressors of His Ten Commandments
into hellfire, unless they repent of their sins and trust in Jesus
for forgiveness. This saving grace had first been given the Christian in Baptism and was now offered and further bestowed upon
him by the Word of God, which indeed showed him his sin and
God’s wrath, but which ‘es p e c i a 11y showed him God’s love in
Christ, who perfectly f u If ill ed all righteousness of the Law for
us and all sinners, so that kby faith in Him we have the righteousness whic:h God accepts and the power to lead a. God-pleasing life
according to His Word as a natural and necessary fruit of faith.
As A GROWING CHILD, the Christian
may have experienced
many a time when his evil flesh made him rebel against God’s
Word and the authority of those whom God had placed over him
in home, church, school’ and state. He will recall how in his sin-

flu1 weakness he daily transgressed God’s Holy Commandments.
But he should praise God for the Christian
discipline of his
parents during those critical
years: When out of love for him
and in glad obedience to God’s Word they used the rod on him
when it was needed (PROVERBS 13: 24 ; 19: 18 ; 22: 6,15 ; 29: 1.5)’
and by the right use of God’s Law and Gospel (E’PHESIANS 6: 4)
helped him, so that from a godly heart he learned ever better to
submit himself humbly and repentantly to God’s Word. What a
joyful ,experience that is when a young Christian becomes more
and more conscious of God’s indwelling Spirit, who gave him the
earnest desire and the strength
to become more and more holy
in h.is heart and conduct, making
ever greater progress in loving God
above all things and his neighbor
as himself. How joyfully he then
also gives all praise to God as he
gains victory after victory over the
devil, the world, and his own sinful flesh! What wonderful comfort
of heart he receives as through
faith in Jesus he obtains forgiveness of sins, life, and the sure hope of salvation! The progress
he also made in the growth and development of his body and
mind, are reason for further praise to the Lord.
THE CHRISTIAN MAY RECALL how with the help of his parents,
pastor, and Christian teachers, and with God’s gracious blessings
also on his own efforts, he reached the age where he had learned
the precious, saving truths of the Catechism. How on Confirmation Day he was, therefore, ready to confess his faith before the
congregation, renewing and confirming the solemn covenant which
at his baptism he had made with the Triune God : Renouncing
the devil, and all his works and all his ways. How in the presence of the congregation and before God, he promised to remain
faithful, with God’s help, to the true confession
of God’s Word and to suffer the loss of all things,
even death, rather than fall away from it. How
with joyful hea.rt at the Lord’s altar, kneeling,
he gave his trembling hand as a pledge of his
promise, and received the blessing of God, which
he knew would remain with him all his earthly days. He may
recall his Confirmation Verse, the special Word of God chosen for
him by his pastor, one he never for got in his life because it

proved to be an endless source of divine power and comfort all
his days.
THE CHRISTIAN RECALLS how he became a regular communicant member of the congregation. How with great desire he partook of his first Communion. He may recall how the true body
and blood of Jesus, which he received, under, in, and with the
bread and wine of the Holy Sacrament, strengthened
his faith, increased his love and hope, brought
peace to his pardoned
soul, and
enabled him to serve his Lord and
his fellowman the more faithfully
and joyfully.
How he learned to
prize as his most treasured possessions this blessed Supper and his
Baptism, the visible seals of God’s
covenant of grace with him, together with God’s entire revealed
Word; for thereby Jesus continued to nourish his needy soul and
dwell in him with the Father and the Holy Ghost, to the safekeeping of his body and soul unto eternal life!
THE CHRISTIAN should praise God for these and all other
rich blessings which the Lord m.a#yhave showered upon him during his childhood.
- continued -

Ye Parents,Hear What JesusTaught
Ye parents, hear what Jesus taught
When little ones to Him were brought:
Forbid them not, but heed My plea
And suffer them to come to Me.
Obey your Lord and let His Truth
Be taught your children in their youth
That they in church and school may dwell
And learn their Savior% praise to tell.
For if you love them as you ought,
To Christ your children will be brought.
If thus you place them in His care,
You and your household well shall fare.
-The
I I4

Lutheran Hymnal, 630.

SAYINGS

OF LWZWER

WE CAN PROVE that our faith is not new and of an unknown
origin but that it is the oldest faith of all, which began and continued from the beginning of the world. For when Adam and Eve,
our first parents, came to grace again after their miserable fall
in Paradise’ they began to have this faith in the Savior, the Son
of God. For the promise which was given them ran thus: The
woman’s Seed twill crush the serpent’s head (GEN. 3: 15). From
this first Gospel our faith has come and flowed.
THE STUDY THAT MAKES ONE FIT for warfareisto
be at home
in Scripture and, as St. Paul says (TITUS 1:9), fortified and well

equipped to contend with clear pass.ages, without any comments
and explanations, as with ,a.bared and drawn sword. This is the
significance of the golden spears of Solomon’s temple. In this way
the adversary, overcome by the clear light, will see aad confess
that the Word of God can stand alone and need no man’s explanation. For the opponent who does not believe clear Scripture
will surely not believe the comments of
any father.
THENCE IT FOLLOWS that no teacher
is to be taken on faith.. . We must determine whether these teachers quote
clear Scripture and stick to it, so that
nothing beyond the bared Sword, the
Word of God, may govern everybody.
WE HAVE NO MORE than aWord.This
is spear, sword, dagger, and every other
weapon with whic;h we give battle to
the adversaries. It is the holy Word of
God.
ALL THE WORLD. . . must confess that
we have the Gospel just as genuinely
and purely as the Apostles had it and
that it has completely attained its original purity.
-Selected

from:

What Luther Says by E. Plass,‘I I5
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