Vol. x.

September,

I965

No. 9

NEVERTHELESS
AT THY WORD I WILL
LET DOWN

THE

NET!
Luke 5:5.

Statement

of Purpose:

To set forth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of G-od’s Word
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the Brief Statement
of
1932.

Vol. x.

September,

I965

No. 9

Official Organ of ihe
Concordia Lutheran Conference
This publication
appears monthly at a
subscription
price of $2.00 per year.

Editor:
Rev. E. L. Mehlberg
7331 W. Ruby,

Assistant

Milwaukee,

Wis. 53218

Editor:

Rev. II. David Mensing
Central Avenue at 17lst
Tinley Park, Illinois

PIace

Send all articles

to the editor no later
month
which precedes the month of publication.
All letters of comment or criticism concerning
an article or articles in this periodical
should be directed either to the editor
or assistant editor.
thaan the

1st of the

Business Manager:
Mr. Martiu
R. Luedtke
12472 Beacon, Seattle, Wash.

98178

The address label on your Concordia
shows the expiration
date of
your subscription.
Address all subscriptions,
renewals, &
remittances
to the business manager. A
special notice of expiration
will be inserted in the issue which terminates
the
subscription.
Coupons for new subscriptions or renewals will be inserted in this
publication
every third month.

Lutheran

Officers of the
Concordia
Lutheran Conference
President:
Rev. M. L. Natferer
483 Tangent
St., Lebanon,

Oregon

Vice ,President:
Rev. 0. W. Schaefer
Box 424, Wilmot,
South

signe
Dakota

Secretary:
Rev. A. J. Cordes
338 N. Ackerman,

Empire,

Oregon

Treasurer:
Mr.

E. P. Bloedel

4528 N. Oth, Milwaakee,

To show,
on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptura.1 devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full ,truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth,
To seek out all who truly share OUI
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodiest by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as

Wir. l#l%

of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement
of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readera or which
may create a wrong Impression.

THE DEATH Of MAGDALENA

LUTHER

Kathie, remember
where she
came from. She is faring well!”

“PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT of the

Loyd is the death of His saints.”
PSALM 116: 15. The truth of this

As HER CONDITION grew worse
Luther prayed more fervently.
“I love her very much, but, dear
God, if it be Thy will to take her,
I submit to Thee!” Turning to
the young girl, he asked, “My
dear little daughter, would you
like to stay here with your father, or would you willingly go
to your Father yonder?” She replied, “Darling
father, as God
wills!” Then the Reformer declared, “God h’as given no bishop
so great a gift in a thousand
years as He has given me in her.
I am angry with myself that I
cannot rejoice in heart and be
thankful as I ought 1”

beautiful passage applies not only to adult believers in Christ,
but also to the lambs and to the
youth who h.ave embraced the
Savior in true faith and in God’s
infinite wisdom were taken to
their eternal reward at an early
age.
DURING THIS MONTH of Sep-

tember occurs the anniversary
of the death of one of Luther’s
children. It was Magdalene, born
in 1529, whom the Lord called
home at the tender age of 13
years, on September
20, 1542.
The story of this sorrow in the
Reformer’s home is most impressive, as it brings out both the
close bond of affection between
parents a.nd child and the deep
faith and trust of both as the only source of comfort and hope in
-life and death.

WHILE MAGDALENA lay in the

agony of death, Luther fell down
before her bed on his knees and
wept bitterly and pra,yed that
God might free her. Then she fell
asleep in the Lord, resting in her
father’s arms. When her body
MAGDALENA was the third olwas placed in the coffin, Luther
dest child in Luther’s
family.
Lena, you will
said, “Darling
Her. nature is said to have been
rise and shine like a star, yea,
sweet; demure, meek, and lovlike the sun. . . I am happy in
able. Born the year after the sespirit, but the flesh is sorrowful
cond oldest child had died, Magand will not be content; the pardalena completely captured the
ting grieves me beyond measure.
heart of her father, and his afI have sent a saint to heaven!”
fection for lher was deep. But in
A FEW DAYS after her death
the summer of 1542 she became
seriously ill. While Luther’s own Luther wrote to a friend: “My
heart grieved sorely, he tried to dearest daughter Magdalena has
been ‘reborn to the eternal kingcomfort his wife and said, “Dear
94

of fuming anger against death.
By this counterirritant
I have
staunched my tears. I loved her
dearly; but I dare say death will
find its punishment on that Day
togeth.er with him who is its author.”

dam of Christ, and although my
wife and I ought only to give
thanks and rejoice at such a happy pilgrimage and blessed end
yet so strong is natural afhehion that we must sob and
groan in heart under the oppression of killing grief. . . Would
that I and ‘all mine might have
such a death, or rather such a
life !”

MAY SUCH A STRONGfaith and

hope as marked the life of Lui
ther be ours in these uncertain
times when, whether young or
old, “there is but a step between

LATER HE WROTE the follow-

ing: “I have conquered the pain
of a father, though only by a sort

Around
[With

tize and death!”

I SAWJEL 20: 3.

-0.

W.S.

the World
Editorial

Preparations are being made
for a suicide prevention center
in Portland, Oregon. Suicide
cl,aims the lives of more than 200
persons annually in Oregon, placing this state 13th from the top,
The Los Angeles Suicide Prevention Center, operating on a grant
df federal funds, has been in opperation more than six years and
has proved highly successful in
lessening the annu,al toll of suicidal death in that city.

Comment)

cchot, oozeof the twelve disciples
of the Lord Jesus, “hunged himself.” ( MATT. 27: 5.) Deliberate.ly to terminate one’s own life is
a sin a g ain s t the Fifth Commandment which states, “Th.ou
shalt not kill.” Because of his
sinful flesh even the Christian
may at times be tempted to have
suicidai thoughts, particularly
when p I ague d by depression,
loneliness, and a sense of isolation. But, because the Christian;
is not ruled by his sinful flesh,
he seeks to fight against those
thoughts which wou.ld drag him
down into the depths of despair,
When tempted by the devil, who
is the author of all sadness atid
despair, the Christian
should
then turn to the Word of God
which assures him, of God’s love
in Christ Jesus who willingly of-

The taking of one’s own life is
not new. Examples are found in
the Holy Scriptures. Saul, the
first king of Israel, “took a swo,rd
a,nd fell upon it.” (I SAM. 31: 4.)
When Ah,ithophel saw that his
counsel was not followed,
he
went home, “put his househ.old
in order, and hanged himself.”
(II SAM. 1723.) And Judas Is95

fered Himself
for us that we
might have the forgiveness of all
our sins and an everlasting life
with Him in the joys of heaven.
The Christian should not allow
his sinful flesh to lead him into
such a state of melancholy; instead, as he feels such moods
coming upon him, he should take
him.self to task and say with the
Psulmist:
“Why art thou cast
down., 0 my soul? and why art
thou disquieted within me? hope
thou in G o d : for I shall yet
praise Him, who is the health of
my countenance, and my God.”
(42: 11.)
He will also seek to
heed the exhortation of the Apostle, “Rejoice in the Lord alway:
and aguin I say, Rejoice.” (Phil.
4: 4,) At such times, the Christiaa sh,ould also lift up his voice

in praise and thanksgiving to
the God of all mercy and grace,
singing :
Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and
voices,
Who wondrous things hath
done,
in whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s
arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

(The Lutheran Hymnal, 36.)
Then all such thoughts
of depression and melaq&,oly must
flee!

-M.

L. N.

“The Word of God must surely be an excellent, yea, allpowerful remedy since the Lord says that he who keeps His saying,
i.e., believes His Gospel, ‘SHALL NEVER TASTE OF DEATH.'
If the world believed this, it would endeavor to
obtain this heavenly treasure at all haaards.” -Luther
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SAIIVT MICHAEL’S
ON SEPTEMBER 29TH the Lu-

His Church to the world’s end.
Thfirdly, they must speak touching their function, which, as the
Epistle to the Hebrews [Chapter
1, verse 141 shows, is to present
a mirror of humility
to godly
Christi,ans, in that such pure and
perfect creatures as the angels
do minister unto us, poor wretched people, in household and
temporal policy, and in religion.
They are our true and trusty
servants.”

theran Church observes a minor
festival on its religious calendar.
It is Saint Michael’s Day (after
the a.rchangel mentioned in Jude
9), an occasion for giving thanks
to God for the ministration of
His holy, angels.
FROM THE: BIBLE welearn

that
the good angels are holy spirits
confirmed in their bliss, HEBR.
1:14; MATT. 18:lO. They are of
great number and great power,

DAN. 7:lO; Ps. 103:20,

DAY

"WHEN

They

TIIE DEVIL intends to

hurt us, then the loving holy angels resist and drive him away ;
for the angels have long arms,
and although Obey stand before
the face and in the presence of
God and His Son Christ, yet they
are hard by and about us in
those &%irs, which by God we
are commanded to take in hand.
The devil is also near and about
us; incessantly
tracking our
steps t in order to deprive us of
our lives, our saving health, and
salvation. But the holy angels
defend us from him, insomuch
that he is not able to work us
suc;h mischief
,as willingly he
would.”

praise God, carry out His commands, and serve the Christians,
especially the children, Ps. 103:

20-21; HEBR. 1: 14; Ps. 91:11-12.
IN HIS TABLE-TALK

Luther
has this to say about angels:
“The acknowledgment of angels
is needful in the Chu.rch. Therefore godly p r e a c h e r s should
teach them logically. First, they
should show what angels are,
namely, spiritual creatures without bodies. Secondly, what manner of spirits they are, namely,
good spirits and not evil; and
here evil spirits must also be
spoken of, not created evil by
God, but made so by their rebellion against God, and their consequent fall; this hatred began
in Paradise and will continue
and remain against Christ and

“Now,

WHOSOEVER thou art,

that fearest the Lord, be of good
courage, take thou no care, neither be faint-hearted, nor make
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any doubt of the angels’ watching and protection; for most certainly they are about thee and
carry thee upon their hands.
How or in what manner
it is
done, take thou no heed. God
says it, therefore it is most sure
and certain.”

thee. If one would picture this to
the children, they would learn
from their youth and become
used to it that the an ge 1s are
with them; and that would serve
not only for this purpose that
the children will rely upon the
protection of the angels, but also
that they would become chaste
"THUS 1 SHOULDTRAIN a child
and learn to dread the evil when
from his earliest youth that I sa,y
they are alone, that they would
to him: Dear child, thou hast
think: Though our parents are
thine own angel; when thou pranot with us, yet the angels are
yest in the morning and in the
there; they look upon us that the
evening, that .angel will be with
evil spirit may show us no mathee, will sit by thy bed, has on
lice.”
a white garment, will nurse thee,
will rock and protect thee that So shall no wicked thing draw
near
the evil one, the devil, cannot
come to thee. Also, when thou To do us harm or c,ause us fear;
An.d we shall dwell, when life.
cheerfully sayest thy prayers beis past,
fore and after meals, thy angel
will be with thee at the table, With a,ngels ‘round God’s throne
at last!
serve thee, protect and watch
that no evi.1strike thee, and that
-0. w. s.
the food will agree well with

WE SHOULD THANK GOD FOR COMMANDING
SUCH GREAT LORDS AS THE HOLY ANGELS ARE
TO BE OUR SERVANTS AND
TO MINISTER TO US.
BEING A SINNER,
THOU CANST NOT HUMBLE THYSELF
TOO MUCH BEFORE GOD. ON THE OTHER HAND,
THOU CANST NOT GLORY TOO MUCH
IN THE GRACE OF CHRIST.
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“What
then?
Christ is preached;

notwithstanding,
every way, whether in truth,
and 1 therein do rejoice, yea, and I will rejoice.”
Philippians

These
words are often heard, but how
are they usually
understood?
Many think that this is what is
meant: A preacher may be entangled in many errors in other
doctrines of the Christian faith ;
yet if he confesses in his sermons that C h ri s t, the Son of
God, died for all men, that is all
one can require. Whenever in
our day a Christian earnestly
contends for purity of doctrine
in all points, rebukes and rejects
all false doctrine, and refuses to
recognize as brethren
in the
faith, and practice church fellowship with, errorists and heterodox churches and congregations, then this word of the Apostle is used against him and he
is told: Haven’t you read what
St. Paul writes
to the Philippians? Does he there not exhort
the Christians to be concerned
alone that “Christ is preached”?
See, Paul was not such a narrowminded person as you are. He
was satisfied if a teacher just
proclaimed Christ. He considered that as being the main thing.
All else he considered as being
minor doctrines where Chris“Christ

is preached.”

I : 18.

tians may differ in their opinions. Whoever at least proclaims
Christ, with him Paul would fellowship ; he would acknowledge
anyone as his brother
in the
faith even if there were no agreement in o t h er articles of
faith.
MANY OTHERWISE well-mea.ning individuals permit themselves to be misled by this interpretation of Paul’s words. They actually believe that they are standing on the solid footing
of
God’s Word, even though they do
not strictly hold fast to pure doctrine, even though they make
concessions in these things and
take part in external union or
merger endeavors w’hich have
been brought about by the different church bodies, without
first having become united in all
articles of the Christian faith.
But even though it would seem
that thereby a person is following the words of the holy Apostle, it only appears so.
IN THE WORDSpreceeding our

text, the holy Apostle writes: -“The one preach Christ of contention; but the other of love.”

The Apostle now remarks:
99

--

“Wha,t then? Christ is preached
every way,
notwithstanding,
whether in pretence or in. truth,
Chkst is preached, and I therein
do ?Gejoice,yea, an.d z&El rejoice.”

tion.
THAT PAUL RANTED his words
to be understood this way and
not tha.t it is a matter of indifference whether Christ is preached with false doctrines,
we
also see from other clear statements of the same apostle. He
writes, among other things, to
the Galatians, to whom Christ
had also been preached, but with
a mixture of false tea.ehings:

Now what does Paul want to say
with these words? Perhaps that
it makes no difference whether
Christ be preached in truth or
whether He be proclaimed with
false teachings ? By no means!
No, .as we plainly see from the
entire context, Paul only wants “Christ is become of no effect
to say tha.t there are individuals
unto you, whosoever of you are
who preach Christ correctly and justified by the law; ye are falin truth, and that they do this len from grace. A little leaven
out of an honest and upright mo- leaveneth the whole lump.” GAL.
tive, namely out of love ; but, on 5: 4,9.
the other hand, that there are
FROM THIS WE plainly see that
also such who indeed preach it is not enough that Christ be
Christ correctly and in truth, but preached; He must also be preawith a dishonest and impure mo- ched correctly and truthfully betive, namely out of envy and cause there is also a false Christ.
strife.
But the Apostle says:
0 mighty Rot%, 0 Sowee of life,
“‘Wha,t then?” The evil intention
of the preacher certainly
does Let Thy dear Word, mid doubt
and strife,
not for that reason make the
Be strong within us burning
good preaching c o n c e r n i n g
Christ evil or of no effect. The That we be faithful unto death,
preacher himself in that case is In Thy pure love and hofiy faith,
‘indeed of no account, but his From Thee true wisdom learning.
confession of Christ is not useThy grace And peace
less; it nevertheless
remains
“the power of God unto salvation to every one tTzat beZie,veth.”
R,oM. I: 16. For that reason, says

Paul, if only that happens, “That
Christ be preached”; no matter
how ,sad it is for him who preac.hes it out of an impure motive,
I still r e j o i ce over the souls
which are thereby led’ to salva-

On us shower; By Th.y power
Christ confessing,
Let us &n our &vior’s blessing.
Amen.
(The Lutheran Hymnal: 235: 6)
Taegliche Hausandacht

C. F. W. Walther
-Translated
100

(Crull)

by E. L. M.

THESIS VI.
Diligence and faithfu,lness are indeed necessary (II Thess. 3: IO12; Luke 16: I I) for the right attitude in performing
one’s earthly
calling, but of greater importance
is this:
a) That a person approaches

his work in Jesus’ name, Cal. 3: 17;

b) That a person does not despair when the work is not a success;
c) That, when the work is successful, a person dioes not attribute
it to his own worthiness, his diligence,
his intelligence,
but gives
God alone the glory and humbly thanks Him. Ps. I 15: I ; Eccl. 9: I I;
I @or. 4:7; 7:20; IO:3 I ; 15:lO; I Pet. 4:1 I.

diligently, cheerfully, and untiringly. That
is contained in the word: “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread.” GEN. 3: 19. Most people today, indeed, do not like to hear
this. They shrink from hard work. They want to earn their bread
without effort, and still they want a good full wage even though
their work may be of poor quality. But, says Solomon : “By much
slothfulness the building decayeth.” ECCL. IO: 18; and again: “He
:becometh poor t72at dealet71,with a slack hand.” PROV. 10:4. God
wants us to be busy and faithful. Time, energy, and health are
gifts of God which we should conscientiously use.
II THESS. 3: IO-S.2: ““For ezlen when we were with you, this we
WE SH,OULD WORK

commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.
For ave hear that tlze,re are sonxe which walk among you disorderly,
working not a.t all, but are busybodies. Noz~vthem that are such we
comman.d and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread.”
ROMANS 12: 11: “Not slothful in business.” What a person can

do today, he should not put off until tomorrow. A person should
make the most of his time, conduct himself wisely, and endeavor
to become ever more efficient in his calling. A person should proceed according to plan, in a well-defined, orderly manner. Whoever
works aimlessly will not make good progress despite his best efforts. Ability, wisdom, ingenuity are gifts of God which come in
handy in our earthly calling and we should also use them honestly.
WE SHOULD ALSO URGE ,OTHERS to be diligent. A father should
also urge his family and servants to be diligent. How many parents
pamper their children ! Instead of urging $hem to work industriously, they bring them up in effeminacy and luxury. They dare not exert themselves. Rather than permit this, the parents work them101

selves tired from morning till night. Such parents are most surely
working the downfall of their children. Whoever in youth is not
used to working will have little zest for it later on in life. He will
consume and squander what his parents have accumulated by the
sweat of their brows until he ends up a beggar, as many examples
prove. How greatly such parents sin against God and their children !
Sirach (apocryphal writer) says: “Bring up your child and do not
permit it to become lazy, that you may not be brought to shame.”
WE SHOULD NOT ONLY BEDILIGENT, but also faithful.

We should
conscientiously carry out the duties which our earthly calling requires of us. Faithfulness here means uprightness and dependability, as our calling and job may require. -A minister should be a
faithful steward over God’s Word and do what has been cornmanded him. A person who has been elected to a public office should not
misuse his position for selfish purposes but should discharge his office for the advancement of the state. A laborer, a servant, should
do his work in such a manner that his supervisor can depend on
him. Joseph was a faithful servant in Egypt in the house of Potiphar, who placed him in charge of all his possessions, and, as a result, was free from care. God blessed this faithfulness so that good
fortune and blessing accompanied everything that he laid his hand
to, GEN. 3: 9. Daniel also was faithful in his calling as president
under his king Darius. He was so faithful that there was no error
or fault found in him, DAN. 6: 4. Even in the least things we should
be dependable. LUKE 16: 10 : “He that is faithful in that which is
least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is
unjust also in much.”
(Continued in the next issue)
Synodal-Bericht
(Synodical Proceedings)

Canadian District (MO. Synod), 1885
Translated by E. L. M.

~JPRIGHT CHRISTIANS PRAY WITHOUT CEASING;
THOUGH THEY PRAY NOT ALWAYS WITH
THEIR MOUTHS, YET THEIR
HEARTS PRAY CONTINUALLY, SLEEPING AND
WAKING; FOR THE SIGH OF A TRUE CHRISTIAN
IS A PRAYER!
-LUTHER

102

Non-Profit

The Concordia

Organization

Lutheran

12472 Beacon Avenue

South

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98 I 78
CONCORDIA
YEACE

EV.

LUTH.

LUTHERAN

CONFERENCE
CHURCH

CHRIST

Central Avenue at 171st Place
Tinley Park, Illinois
(South-Suburban
Chicago)
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 A.M.
Worship
Service
lo:30 A.M.
Rev.

H.

David

Telephone

Mensing,

: (Area

Telephone
ST.

: (Area

STEPHEN’S

Rev.

0. 1%‘. Schaefer,

: (Area

(Area

Paatur

414) 463-7827

LUTHERAN

CHURCH

6th and Tangent
Lebanon,
Oregon
Sunday School & Bible Class, 10 $0 A.M.
Worship Service
1l:OO A.M.
Rev.

M. L. N&term,

Telephone : (Area

Pastor

ST. LURE’S

CHURCH

CHURCH

E. I,. Mehlberg,

ST. JOHN’S

Box 424, Wilmot, South Dakota
(May through September) :
10 :30 A.M.
Sunday School,
9:30 A.M.
Worship Service
(October - April, g hour later)
Telephone

Rev.

5031 888-4512

LUTH.

LUTHERAN

Telephone:

312) 532-4288

A. J. Cordes,

DIRECTORY

7331 West Ruby Avenue
Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53218
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:16 A.M.
Worship Service
10 :30 A.M.

Pastor

ST. PAUL’S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
308 North .Ackerman Street
Empire, Oregon 97421
S&day School & Bible Class, 9 :45 A.M.
11:OO A.M.
Worship Service
Rev.

CHURCH

Pastor

503) 258-2941

LUTHERAN

CHURCH

10715 - 51st Avenue South
Seattle, Washington
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 A.M.
Worship
Service
10 :30 A.M.
Rev.

P. R. Bloedel,

Pastor

3Q47 South Graham Street
Seattle, Washington
98118
Telephone : (Area 2061 723-7418

Pastor

605) 938-4343

WELCOME
TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRiBERS
We appreciate
your concern for true orthodox
Lutheranism
and are certain
that, by Gad’s grace, you will receive
rich spiritual
benefits
through
your
faithful
reading
of our Concordia
Lutheran
articles
which are based s&idly
upon the pure and unerring
Word of God.

- $2.00 a Year Give

a subscription

OS a gift

Send your

subscriptiams

to a reiotire
or renewals

THE CONCORDIA
12472 Beacon Avenue

So.,

or friend.
to

LUTHERAN

Seattle,

Washington

98 I78

Please notify the Business Manager
promptly
upon a change of address to insure receipt of
every issue of the Concordia
Lutheran.
The United States Post Office Department,
at present,
does not forward
this publication,
even within the same city.

