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TO show, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Coneordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories
which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Congessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
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of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our rfporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention, Also to clarify any information
or
statement
of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong fmpreaaion.

the Lutheran
Church observes the 48th anniversary of the Reformation. The
key date for this religious movement was October 31, 1517,
when Martin Luther, a former
monk, nailed his 95 Theses to
the door of the Castle Church
in Wittenberg, Germany. These
statements uncovered the errors
of the Roman Catholic Church
and restored the truths of Scripture to their rightful
place.
Through Luther’s effective testimony by mouth and by pen,
priceless liberties and great spiritual treasures have come down
through the centuries to us and
our children. We praise and
thank God for them and pray
that He might preserve them to
us as long as we live.
IT HAS BEEN SAID that Luther
founded a ne241 church. This is
not true. He is not the originator of a new religion nor the organizer of a new church. But he
is a Reformer, one who served
as God’s instrument to help correct, within the church, abuses
that misled many and destroyed
the faith of countless others. In
Luther’s day the Bible had become lost in the rubbish of manmade rules and regulations, decrees of councils, traditions of
men and proclamations of popes.
T$heflight of the Gospel was all
but stopped as spiritual darkTHIS
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ness settled over the church.
JUST AT that desperate time
God sent Luther, not to establish
a new church, but to cleanse the
church that existed from idolatry and superstition.
IIe used
the only Means whereby the
works of Satan could be overthrown and the kingdom of God
built with power. That is, of
course, the Gospel, that glorious
news of man’s redemption and
salvation in Christ.
AT THE TIME Luther lived, the
precious Gospel had been displaced by much false teaching:
on good works and personal merit, fastings, prayers to saints,
the rosary, purgatory, and the
unbloody sacrifice of Christ in
the Mass. But God opened the
eyes of Luther to discover the
great Bible truth that “CCman
is justified bg FAITH,
the deeds of the Law!”

without
ROM. 3:

28. In the pure Word of God Luther placed his trust; he preached and taught it openly, and
with it he boldly attacked every
corruption of the truth. The OPEN BIBLE became one of the
great blessings of the Reformation. Today, as never before,
there is a crying need for fearless loy;alty to Holy Writ and
for dedicated believers who will
say with Luther,
“I WOULD
RATHER LOSE LIFE
THAN SURRENDER
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AND LIMB
GOD'S TRUE

Lord and sincere Lutherans, we
must continue in His Word and
safeguard it against every attack. The precious Gospel, restored by Luther, has brought
also us to faith in Christ and
made us heirs of heaven. To
show our gratitude for the Reformation let us diligently feed
on the Bread of Life, faithfully
partake of Holy Communion,
and, by prayers, service, testimony, and gifts, support
the
work of the Church at home and
at large. To that end we pray:

AND CLEAR WORD!"

is filled with deceptions in the field of religion.
God’s Truth is shamelessly abused and adulterated.
Modern
Lutheranism has an easygoing
tolerance of any doctrine and religious position. But how can it
be Scriptural, yes, Lutheran,
when it is taught that the Bible
contains f a c t u a 1 errors ; that
there is no immortality
of the
soul or resurrection of the flesh;
that Jesus did not descend into
hell; that the world came into
being by evolution ; that unity in
doctrine and practice cannot be
achieved here on earth? Luther
once said, “ONE LITTLE WORD OF
OUR WORLD

THE BIBLE CAN PUSH ME OFF
THE FACE OF THE EARTH IF I: DO
NOT ABIDE BY IT!"

To BE TRUE FOLLOWERS of the

Preserve Thy little flock in
peace,
Nor let Thy boundless mercy
cease;
To all the world 2et it appear
That Thy take Church indeed
is here!
-0. w. s.

ON NOVEMBER 10~~ the Lutheran

Church will note the 482nd
anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther. Much has been written
about the great Reformer’s interesting life and his voluminous
writings. Concerning the latter we wish to refer in this article to
his two Catechisms a.nd how they became part of our Lutheran
heritage.
DURING THE YEARS 1527 - 1529 Luther conducted a visitation
of churches and schools in Germany to determine their spiritual
condition. He was accompanied on this tour by his close friend
Melanchthon. As they traveled about, they listened to various preachers and examined the members as to their religious knowledge.
They found that conditions were very bad. There was much spiritu.al ignorance and no proper religious instruction. Even some pastors could not recite the Lord’s Prayer or the Creed. Many people
did not know even one prayer.
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Luther had preached a series of sermons on
the fundamentals of Christi:anity. In the light of his visit to the
churches and after long and careful study of this material he, in
1529, wrote the Small Catechism which was intended for the use
of pastors, teachers, and parents in the training of young and old,
Here was the Christian doctrine in brief form and in clear language. Under God the fruits of Luther’s work were soon noticeable as spiritual conditions began to improve. This book has been
called “The Gem of the Reformation,” the greatest book of instruction that has ever been written, except for the Bible itself.
IN THE SAME YEAR (1529) Luther also wrote the Large Catechism. It was actually the first Catechism undertaken by him. It
is a continuous explanation of Christian doctrine and therefore not
arranged in questions and answers. The purpose of this Catechism
was to supply .additional material needed by those who were teaching the Small Catechism.
Let us thank and praise God for the glorious work of the Reformation and for these two wonderful books of doctrine based on
Scripture alone! As we study and review the truths contained in
them, let us also pray with the poet:
FOR SOME YEARS

Lord, help us ever to retain
The Catechism’s doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of Truth
In simple style to tender youth.
Help us Thy Holy Law to learn,
To mourn our sin, and from it turn
Zn fcliith to Thee and to Thy Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One. Aimen.
(The Lutheran

Hymnal, 288)

-0.

w. s.

‘e !3ecm
cram Ekee Gmferernce
At the 1965 conventkn our Conference resolved that
the Chairman of the Co,mmittee on Lutheran Union arrange for the unofficia.1 attendance of one pastor and one
layman at the second Lutheran Free Conference at Cedar
Rapids, Zowa, July 13 - 15, 1965, for the lkmited purpose
of observation and Christian testimony; that all expenses
be paid by the Conference treaswy;
and that these individuals submit a report to the Committee on Lutheran
Union.
Pastor E. L. Mehlberg a,nd Mr. Julius Schmitt of Mil-
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wa.zr,keeattended this meeting and have submitted their
report. We herewith print it in full with the prayer that
it may edify our readers and serve to inform them on
current devel.opments in the field of conservative
Lutheran&n:
THE SECOND LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE was held at

FREE

sayist: The Rev. Professor Armin W. Schuetze, Mequon, Wisconsin (WELS) . Panelists: Rev.
Axe1 Kokkonen (Independent),
Rev. Otto F. Krause (LC-MS) ,
and Rev. Wallace H. McLaughlin
(LCR).

Cedar
R,apids, Iowa, July 13-15, 1965.
The First Lutheran Free Conference was held in Waterloo,
Iowa, July 7-9, 1964. The Concor.dia Lutheran carried a complete report on that conference 2) THE MEANING OF JUSTIFICAin its 1964 September issue. The TION: A WORDSTUDY. Essayist:
topic of that conference was: Rev. Herman Otten. PaneLists:
THE CONTENT AND PUR- Rev. Werner H. Franzmann (W
POSE OF SCRIPTURE.
ELS), Rev. Hugo Handberg (E
LS), Teacher Edmund C. HinTHE CEDAR RAPIDS meeting
was attended by some 290 Lu- richs (LC-MS).
therans. The nine synods repre- 3) THE BASIS OF JUSTIFICATION :
sented by the registrants were:
THE WORD OF CHRIST AND THE
The Lutheran Church in AmeriGRACE OF GQD. Essayist: Rev.
ca, The Lutheran Church-MisPaul Burgdorf (LC-MS) . Pasouri Synod, the American Lu- n.elists: Rev. Fred E. Bartling
theran Church, the Wisconsin
(Independent), Rev. Wm. BischEv. Lutheran Synod, the Ev. off (LCR) , and Prof. Milton H.
Lutheran Synod, the Church of
Otto (ELS).
the Lutheran Confession, the Lutheran Churches of the Refor- 4) THE PROCLAMATION OF JusTHE GOSPEL MESmation, the Association of Free TIFICATION:
Lutheran Congregations,
and SAGE OF FORGIVENESS. Essayist:
Rev. Torald Teigen (ELS) . Pathe Concordia Lutheran Confernelists: Prof. Wilbert R. Gawence.
risc;h (WE!LS) , Rev. A. T. KretzTHE SUBJECT under discussion
was : JUSTIFICATION:
GOD mann (Independent), and Prof.
Uuras Saarnivaara (AFLC) .
AND SINN.E’RS RECONCILED. The following six essays 5) THE APPROPRIATION OF Juswere presented:
TIFICATION : JUSTIFYING FAITH.
Rev. Norbert Reim
1) THE PRESUPPOSITION OF Jus- Essayist:
(Church of the Luth. Conf.). PaTIFICATION:
THE SIN OF MAN
nelists: Rev. Alden M. MoldenAND THE HOLINESS OF GOD. Es109

hauer (ALC) , Rev. Reuben H.
Redal (ALC) , and Prof. Oscar
J. Siegler (WELS) .

6) THE FRUIT

OF JUSTIFICASANCTIFIED LIFE. Es-

A
sayist: Rev. Donald Rehkopf (A
LC) . Panelists: Rev. R. B. Faulstick (LC-MS),
Rev. Juul B.
Madson (ELC, and Rev. Kent E.
Spaulding ( ALC) .
As CAN BE SEEN from the essay topics, this doctrine of justification, this most fundamental
of all doctrines of the Christian
Church, was given very thorough
treatment at this conference.
EACH ESSAYIST was expected
to present his paper in 45 minutes. After the presentation each
panelist was given about 15 minutes to offer his reaction, and
this was followed by open discussion of all registered, male
participants. R,ev. Norman Berg
(WELS) again served as moderator.
ALL THE ESSAYISTS presented
and supported the Scriptural
doctrine of justification.
And
when a summary of these essays
was presented, a great majority
of the participants expressed its
agreement in substance with the
following summary
of the essays:
1) To a world fe)arful of a
holocaust to come and hastening
blindly toward the final judgement, God still speaks His saving Word that we are justified
by grace for Christ’s sake.
2) Justification
is a courtTION:

room term and is God’s declaration that the sinner is “not guilty.” This a.ct of acquittal is relevant to contemporary man because, though the manifestations
of his sinfulness vary from era
to era, all these sins are in essence an arrogant rebellion against the inflexible law of the
holy God, for which he stands in
desperate need of divine forgiveness (ROM. 8: 7). Man hates God,
and God’s wrath rests upon man,
the sinner, universally and without distinction. Man stands condemned as guilty before his God
for the guilt of Adam, the depravity he has inherited, and his
own personal transgressions.
3) But because of the perfect
substitutionary work of Christ,
to whom our sins were imputed
and whose perfect fulfillment of
all the requirements of God’s
law is credited to us, God’s verdict of “not guilty” has been pronounced over the whole world of
sinners and is valid and true
whether men believe it or not

(ROM. 5:12-19).
4) This verdict,
which God
has pronounced through the resurrection of His Son (ROM. 4:
25), is revealed in the Gospel,
the “word of reconciliation”,
which has been committed to the
church and which the church is
commanded to proclaim to all
men, by announcing to all sinners that for Jesus’ sake their
sins have been forgiven (2 COR.
5: 15-21).
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5) The verdict is accepted by
faith, by which man appropriates to himself the benefits of
Christ’s atoning work (ROM. 3:
28; EPH. 2:8,9).
Justifying
faith relies solely upon Christ
and confidently embraces the declaration of the Gospel revealed
to us in the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures (ROM. 16: 26).
Neither contrition
nor faith,
however, are conditions
upon
which justification depends. The
sinner is declared righteous solely for Christ’s sake by the grace
and mercy of God. Man% acceptance of God’s declarative act is
the result of the work of the
Holy Spirit and is not meritorious. Faith does not trust faith ;
it trusts Christ.
6) From the acceptance of
God’s forgiveness flows a life of
consecrated service. While all
men are God’s property, a man
is willing to acknowledge this
and act accordingly only when
he has been justified by faith
and renewed by the Holy Ghost.
God expects fruit
of His children. Only those who abide in
Christ are able to produce fruit.
The bearing of fruit (sanctification) is a. continuous process
which remains imperfect and incomplete in this life. Because of
the joy which the penitent and
believing sinner finds in his “forgiveness” before God, he seeks
day by day to bring forth the
fruit of a holy life.
THE IMMEDIATE
PURPOSE of
Ill

this conference is “to provide a
forum for mutual strengthening
of all those who are concerned about an uncompromising confession of doctrines currently being
jeopardized in the L u t h e ran
Church. The ultimate objective
is to obtain full unity in the understanding of the L u t h e r a n
Confessions and in their application in practical church life.”
“THE BASIS IS agreement on
the doctrine of the inerrancy, inspiration, authority, historicity
of Scripture, .and on the necessity of doctrinal unity as a prerequisite for joint worship and
church work.”
SINCE THIS CONFERENCE
is
composed of various bodies not
in fellowshi.p, no joint worship
was held, but before each session
a moment of silence was observed which provided opportunity
for al.1 present to implore the
Lord’s blessings on the Conference.
THE CONFERENCE resolved to
meet again next year and to study: THE HOLY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH AND TRUE ECUME’NICITY.
There was some
discussion on whether one central conference
will be called
next year or whether area conferences in several parts of the
country will b et t er serve the
goals of the free conference. The
Arrangements Committee is taking this under advisement.
-Pastor 0. W. Schaefer,
Chairman

“If the foundations

be destroyed, what can the righteous do?”
PSALM

when rationalism ruled in the visible
churches, there followed a more
general return to what seemed
to be the old faith, especially on
the part of the leaders of the
church. The instructors in the
University lecture halls, the pastors in the pulpits, and the editors in the public press and
church periodicals again generally acknowledge that the Christian religion is of supernatural
revelation and truth; and that
unbelief, which arrogantly denies all the mysteries and wonders of Christianity, is to a great
extent being opposed. It is not
that the representatives of this
so-called ba>ck-to-the-faith movement in the church really have
repentantly returned to the teachings of the Apostolic Church
and the renewed church of the
Reformation. They are now, with
but few exceptions, advancing
the idea that the old system, the
designation they use to describe
the old unchangeable Christian
faith, can no longer be upheld in
the light of more recent, more
intensive investigations or, as
they call it, higher criticism.
Mrhile some forthrightly
state
that this or that doctrine of the
AFTER

THE PERIOD

11:3.

old articles of faith must be abandoned, others declare (with
the same intentions) that one
can indeed permit the old foundations to stand, but that one
must continue to build on it, in
the sense that there must be a
further developing of doctrine,
in order to bring about the necessary completion of the structure of the church. The time,
they say, when the chief emphasis was placed on the careful,
bare preservation of that which
had once been delivered to the
saints, namely, the Holy Scriptures ; -this time of strife and
controversy for the sake of pure
doctrine is now, fortunately,
past; and it would serve only as
a hindrance to the kingdom of
God, which is presently undergoing a season of healthy revival, if one should undertake to
return again to and support that
deplorable type of Christianity.
IN THE NAME of Christianity
and of the Christian, yes, Lutheran Church, a completely new
religion is, accordingly, now putting in its appearance. The familiar titles of the old articles of
faith are indeed being retained,
but an entirely different meaning has been injected into them,
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causing countless inexperienced
Christians to be misled by them.
As was the case in heathenism,
the truth itelf is being changed
into a lie. Under the term, divinity of Christ, a certain godliness of Christ is meant. Under
the expression C hu r c h as we
confess and believe it according
to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, ,a visible organization is meant; in other words,
the Communion of Saints and
believers is now to be understood
as designating an earthly kingdom of rulers and subjects. The
term minis try to them now
means a special, privileged class
of churchmen. The term the royal priesthood of Christians now
is interpreted to mean the freedom of Christians to participate
in pious exercises. Among the
hopes entertained by the Church
is included its future
visible
glory over a period of a thousand years here on earth. The
gift of faith by free grace is replaced with the idea that man
has the freedom of self-decision
in becoming a. Christian. Death
is said to be an intermediate
state where the souls of men are
prepared for heaven. The doctrine of justification
alone by
grace through faith, is no longer
held to be the A and 2, the heart
and soul, of a.ll Christian teaching; on the contrary, the fact
that sermons are nowadays putting the emphasis on sanctification and good works is being ad-

vanced as a proof that more vital Christianity is being planted
and cultivated than the so-called
good old days.
WHAT IS MOST TERRIBLE of all,
however, -and this is the real
root of this complete distortion
of the whole Christian faitlh in
our day on the part of these
would-be Christian teachers- is
their abandonment of the highest principle of Christianity’
namely, that all of Holy Writ is
the Word of Almighty God Himself. Almost without exception
those theologians of our day who
wish to be recognized as believers, themselves declare that the
belief that every Word of Holy
Writ has been inspired by the
Holy Ghost is no longer acceptable because it is out of date.
God’s Word, they say, is indeed
in Holy Writ, $owever, God’s
Word and the Holy Scriptures
are not one and the same but
two completely different things ;
for which reason the true docc
trine of Christ is not to be found
in the individual passages of the
Scriptures, as was formerly held,
but can alone be drawn from and
based on the Scriptures in their
entirety (totality of Scripture) a
To find the true doctrine, then,
according to this opinion, is the
task which only the learned or
the church is qualified to carry
out.
WHAT DAVID VVROTE concerning his public enemies, applies
with equal force to these self113

styled believers:
their aim is
that “the foundations
be desdestroyed.”
Thy Word, 0 Lord, Let it remain
The Light upon our pathway,
Preserve it to us pure and plain
That we draw from it alway
Strength, wisdom, comfort in all
need,
That we in life and death, indeed,
Steadfastly
thereon anchor.
Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht

(Daily Family Devotions)
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. M.

Dr. P. E. Kretzmann
to his
eternal reward another former
defender of the faith, in the passing of Dr. P. E. Kretzmann. He
died on July 16, 1965.
DR. KRETZMANNWASBORN
on
August 24, 1883. He was ordained to the Lutheran ministry of
the Missouri Synod in 1906. After serving as a parish pastor
for a number of years, he was
called .as professor at Concordia
College, St. Paul, Minnesota. Later on he was called as professor
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, 1923 - 1945.
HE SEVERED FELLOWSHIP with
the Missouri Synod because it no
longer upheld the full truth of
TH'E LORD HAS CALLED

God’s Word in doctrine
and
practice, being one of the original organizers of the Orothodox
Lutheran Conference in 1951,
and its first vice president. He
served also as professor and president of the Orthodox Lutheran
Theological Seminary, 1952 - 58.
WHILE HONORING Dr. Kretzmann as a faithful servant of
the Lord for many years, we
must express our regret that at
the end of 1955, in the very
midst of our brotherly dealings
with him, p:articularly our attempts to meet with him in a
brotherly manner, he, without
showing Scriptural cause therefor chose no longer to regard
us as his brethren in the faith,
making this evident in his announcement to us (Cf. The Orthodox Lutheran, February, 1956, printed in Empire, Oregon,
page 18ff .: Our Declaration).
We trust that it was not wilfully
but rather due to some weakness in his wonderful Christian
character that he took this regretable, separatistic action.
AMONG SOME of his best known
and beloved works, we mention
especially his Popukzr Commentary of the Old and New Testaments in four volumes and the
Concordia Cyclopedia, 1927, of

which he was Co-editor.
“Oh that men would praise
the Lord for His goodness, and
for His wonderful works to the
children of men!” PSALM 107%
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