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Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
cord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

TO show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full,truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them, 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



R on the 
“The ascension of Christ, His 

going upwards, indicates beyond 
all doubt that He will have no- 
thing to do with this world and 
its kingdoms ; else He would 
have remained here, wielding 
the power of earthly kings and 
potentates. But He leaves all this 
below and ascends into heaven, 
where we see Him not. By this 
He teaches us what His kingdom 
is and how we should regard it; 
that it is not of this world, as 
the disciples first imagined that 
it would yield them wealth and 
power and honor, but a spiri- 
tual, eternal kingdom, in which 
He distributed s p i r i t u a 1 bless- 
ings to all who are His subjects.” 

44 

“What a happy and comfor- 
table day this festival of Christ’s 
ascension is unto us, and what 
manifold blessings flow from it! 
Henceforth the Son of God, who 
assumed our flesh and blood and 
overcame the law, sin, death, 
and the devil, sits at the right 
hand of the Father and protects 
us against the many assaults of 
these our foes. They are indeed 
relentless enemies, constantly on 
the alert to injure us ; and yet 
t.hey are in captivity, led captive 
by our ascended Lord. Christ 
furthermore sends us His Holy 
Spirit toguide us into all truth, 
to protect us from error, to con- 

sole us in sorrow, to teach us 
how to pray, and to confer upon 
us various gifts and graces. . . . 
We now have through our Lord 
all things that we need for time 
and for eternity. Let us there- 
fore imitate the example of the 
apostles, as it is recorded by St. 
Luke, who ‘worshiped the Lord’ 
and were filled ‘with great joy’ ; 
let us give hearty thanks unto 
our heavenly Father for His 
manifestations of mercy, and 
pray that He may keep us in 
true faith, so that in the end we 
may depart in peace from this 
world, following our ascended 
Lord into eternal life and hap- 
piness !” 

From Luther’s 
Sermons on the Gospels 

-Selected by 0. W. S. 
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OUR> 15 
In a few weeks our pastors & 

lay delegates, together with visi- 
tors from near and far, will tra- 
vel by car, train, bus or plane 
through most scenic areas of our 
country to the far west for the 
Fifteenth Annual Convention of 
our beloved Concordia Lutheran 
Conference to be held at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Leba- 
non, Oregon, June 18- 20, 1965. 
All sessions will be held in the 
attractive frame chapel adjacent 
to the parsonage at 6th and Tan- 
gent Street. 

In reviewing the past year we 
cannot but be mindful of the 
many blessings which God has 
bestowed upon us, both as a Con- 
ference and as individual con- 
gregations. His mercies are new 
unto us every morning, and for 
these we humbly and gratefully 
praise His holy name. At the 
same time, however, we confess 
our failings and neglects in the 
past and penitently ask God, for 
Jesus’ sake, to pardon us and to 
fill us with new enthusiasm for 
the work of His Kingdom. 

Our convention sessions will, 
under God, give us new inspira- 
tion and guidance for the great 
task of proclaiming and spread- 
ing the Word in its truth and 
purity. Jesus reminds us, “rf ye 
continue in My Word, then are 
ye My disciples indeed!” JOHN 
8:31. We need the blessing of 
the Holy Spirit through the 

Word for our God-given respon- 
sibilities. 

Through sermons and devo- 
tions we shall be guided and en- 
couraged in the discussion of 
mutual problems and of the 
goals which we hope to reach. 
Relying on Ho1.y Writ alone, our 
decisions and resolutions will be 
to the honor of our Savior and 
for the benefit of His Church. As 
He gives us grace, we will all 
“speak the same thing” and be 
“perfectly joined together in the 
scc’yIze mind and in the same judg- 
m.ent.” 1 COR. 1: IO. 

Last, but by no means least, 
our convention will serve to 
strengthen the wond.erful bond 
of Christian fellowship which 
exists among us all, who are uni- 
ted in doctrine and practice on 
the basis of Scripture. Scattered 
as we are from the Pacific coast 
to the shores of Lake Michigan 
and living in a world filled with 
strife, tension, and religious dis- 
unity, it will again be refreshing 
to meet with one another and to 
bear mutual burdens and share 
mutual joys, ever thanking God 
for the gift of unity and peace 
in our midst. It is edifying to 
worship, commune, and work 
with those whose plans and pur- 
poses are Christ-centered and 
whose only aim is “to walk, in 
the old paths.” JER. 6: 16. 

To sum up, our convention is 
a wholesome, significant, and 
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blessed experience. If only every 
member of our Conference could 
attend! We pray that after this 
convention new zeal and vigor 
for Christ’s cause will fill the 
heart of each pastor and layman 
and be transmitted by them to 
all our people. May the Lord of 
the Church bless our Conference, 
its officers, its committees, its 

pastors, and its congregations as 
we together lift high the banner 
of truth and march onward to- 
ward our heavenly goal! 

“Abide, 0 dear Redeemer, 
Among us with Thy Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
True peace and joy afford!” 

-0. w. s. 

“When ye therefore shalt see the abomination of degotation, 

spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (who- 
so readeth, let him understand:) then let them which be in Judaea 
fte,e into the mountains: let him which is on the housetop’ not come 
down to take an;y thing ,out of his house: neither let him which is in 
the field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that 
,are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! But pray 
ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath 
day: for then shall, be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And ex- 
cept those days sh,ould be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. Then 
if any man shall say unto you, to, here is Christ, or, there; believe 
it not. For there shall .arise false Christs, and false prxrpheis, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were pos- 
sib,le, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you be- 
fore. Wherefore if they shatf say unto you, Behold, he is in the de- 
sert; go not fborth: behold he is in the secret chambers; believe it 
not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even 
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For 
wheresoever the carcase is, there wilt the eagles be gathered to- 

gether.” -Matthew 24: 15-28. 

There was once a time when fore the Reformation. Mary and 
the visible Christian church was the so-called saints had just a- 
almost entirely s i 1 en t about bout completely crowded Jesus 
Christ. That was the period be- out of Christendom, and now 
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they had taken His place. Such 
a silence concerning Christ is no 
longer the case in the Christian 
churches of today. It cannot be 
denied, everywhere Christ is 
preached. “Here is Christ; there 
is Christ!” thus the word now 
sounds forth from all pulpits, 
out of the mouths of thousands 
upon thousands of preachers. 
There is no faction of Christian- 
ity, regardless of w’hat kind of 
principles it has, which does not 
claim Christ as the chief origina- 
tor and authority for its teach- 
ings. Aside from those few in 
outward Christendom who speak 
blasphemously even of Jesus, but 
who everywhere show them- 
selves to be uncouth, filthy de- 
niers of God and who are regar- 
ded with disgust by all well-bred 
people ; -aside from these, al- 
most all who praise anything as 
being moral, higher truth, de- 
clare that in the teachings of Je- 
sus the roots of these lie hidden. 
Everything is full of the praise 
of Jesus. 

It would seem, then, that the 
Christian church in general is in 
a much better condition that it 
was in the days before the Re- 
formation. Yes, the visible Chris- 
tian church seems to be in its 
prime, and for that reason it 
would seem that he must be in 
great error who looks upon the 
present time as being the last 
sad, horrible days of the exis- 
tence of the earth. But appear- 
ances deceive. The very fact that 

from all sides you hear the re- 
sounding cry: “Here is Christ! 
Here is Christ !” makes our day 
so dangerous and horrible, and 
this shows that t& last evil days 
of the world are approaching. 
For in most cases it is a fake 
Christ who in our da.y is being 
preached and praised, in order 
by means of a deceptive presen- 
tation of Christ to deceive the 
very elect and mislead them in- 
to error. 

In our days you will find a 
great number of preachers and 
laymen, educated and uneduca- 
ted . . . who no longer believe 
that the Bible is God’s Word and 
that faith in Christ is the only 
way to salvation. On the basis of 
their own ima gin ed goodness 
and with their supposed good 
works they think that they have 
already indebted God to them, 
that after their death He will be 
obligated to take them to heaven 
or, as they say, to a better world, 
and there reward them eternally. 
They do not want to be sinners, 
who are in need of a Savior from 
sin. The Word of the cross is ra- 
ther foolishness and an offense 
to them. But with all this very 
evident rejection of Christ and 
His Gospel, they nevertheless 
highly praise Christ. They call 
Him the wisest, the most pious, 
and the one Master who far out- 
ranks all human teachers of all 
times. They present Him as the 
highest example and symbol of 
a virtuous man, whom we must 
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follow. Yes, they also admit that 
one can, in a certain sense, also 
call Christ the Son of God be- 
cause He must indeed have stood 
in a very close relationship with 
the Godhead. 

Also here in our America 
there are such preachers who 
preach Christ in this manner; 
and thousands, when they hear 
that Christ’s name is frequently 
heard in the sermons, permit 
themselves to be deceived there- 
by and are swindled in their soul 
concerning God, heaven, and sal- 
vation. For where Christ is prea- 
ched as a mere man and not as 
the true God, who together with 
the heavenly Father is complete- 
ly of equal essence, equal power 
and glory ; where Christ is set 
forth as being only a teacher of 
wisdom, goodness, and as an ex- 
ample, and not as the Lamb of 
God, who bore the sins of the 
world, not as He who died on 
the cross for the sins of the 
world and thereby reconciled it 
with God; where that happens, 
there a false Christ is being pro- 
claimed. And whoever accepts 
that Christ of the unbelievers 
has lost the true Christ and pla- 
ces his trust in a dream, in a 
thing which exists only in the 
imagination of unbelieving fools. 
For Christ Himself says: “I and 
my Faher are one,” JOHN 10:30. 
“He that seeth me seeth him that 
sent me,” JOHN X2:45. “AU meti 
should honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father,” JOHN 

5: 23. 
The haughty spirits, Lord, 

restrain 
Who o’er Thy Church with 

might would reign 
And always set forth some- 

thing new, 
Devised to change Thy doc- 

trine true. Amen. 
-The Lutheran Hymnal, 292 

Taegliche Huusandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 

-Translated by E. L. M. 

(CORRECTION: Please note 
that the word is “beating” in the 
April issue of The Concordin Lu- 
theran, page 49, last column and 
paragraph of Walking In The 
Old Paths; speaking of the Law: 
“It must keep on beating us un- 
til we run to Jesus.” -Ed.) 

AROUND THE WORLD 
With Editorial Comment 

A layman in a business suit 
will be reading the Scripture. 
English will replace the familiar 
old Latin prayers and responses. 
People will receive communion 
standing. The priest will be fa- 
cing his congregation during cel- 
ebration of the Mass, Singing 
won’t wait for the choir -every- 
one in church will be expected to 
join in song. Such are some of 
the changes which took effect in 
Roman Catholic services the end 
of last year. And Catholic lea- 
ders promise that these changes 

(Please turn to page 63) 
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An excerpt from A Wedding Address by Walther 
“What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunderl” 

Matthew 19:6. 

In the name of the holy blessed Trinity, God the Father, God 
the Son, und God the Holy Ghost. 
In Christ, the Bridegroom of our souls, 
dearly beloved Bridal Couple ! 

“What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder.” Thus our Lord once spoke, according to the 19th chap- 
ter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, when He was asked 
whether it was possible that a marriage could be broken? 

When Christ’s disciples heard His answer, they cried out in 
dismay, “If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good 
to mrry!,, 

Isn’t this judgment of the disciples entirely correct and well 
founded? Isn’t it a very dangerous matter to enter marriage if it 
must be indissoluble for this life? If, as Christ says, it dare not 
be broken by :any person, what else is getting married but a sell- 
ing of one’s liberty for always? According to that, is not a slave 
less bound than a married person? for a slave can be freed. Is not 
marriage in this case the heaviest yoke and the most harsh cap- 
tivity ? 

Isn’t it possible that our love and attraction may cease? And 
is it then not a great calamity to be bound to one person towards 
whom we feel a disinclination? Isn’t it possible, furthermore, that 
one of the spouses might become permanently ill? Isn’t it then an 
unbearable burden to be forced to remain at the side of a sick 
and weak spouse until death? Are there not thousands of reasons 
which can be imagined why we must bitterly regret taking this 
important step? Isn’t it highly sad if there is no possibility of 
withdrawing the hand which has once been given and to take back 
again the promise which was once made? 

Indeed, my beloved, it does appear to be true, according to 
the judgment of reason, what the disciples once stated: “If the 

case of the &an be so with his wife, it is not good to marry,‘; 
but it only appears that way, for it remains eternally true what 
D,avid declares in the 111th Psalm: “The works of the Lord are 

. . . honorable and glorious.” 
In order now, beloved betrothed, that you may the more joy- 

fully give your promise, let me now show you: 



HOW GREATLY A CHRISTIAN COUPLE HAS REASON TO REJOICE 
OVER THE VERY FACT THAT THE BOND WHICH THEY FORM 

SHALL BE SEVERED ALONE BY DEATH! 

They have reason to rejoice because this encourages them, 
I. The more joyfully to pledge faithfulness to each other; and 
2. The more firmly to hold confidently fast to the unchangeable 

faithfulness of th,eir God. 

I. 
If, my beloved, God had not made the arrangement that the 

marriage bond should be broken by nothing except death, it would 
not be recorded in the Scriptures: “What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder”: in that very case then 
the situation of a man and his wife would be such that it would 
not be good to be married, and it would not be possible for either 
groom or bride to take the vow of marital faithfulness with joyful 
spirit. For in that case each one would have to think: Oh, who 
knows how short-lived your joy is! Who knows how shortly the 
hour of separation will strike! Perhaps this love which is present- 
ly promised to me will soon grow cold and be changed into in- 
difference, yes, into hatred, and then the beautiful bond is torn 
asunder. Maybe God will lay me on a bed of sickness -and deprive 
me of my youthful strength, destroy the bloom of my health, and 
then the beautiful bond is dissolved. Maybe God will permit me to 
become poor and needy, and then I will no longer have a wife, a 
husband. Maybe God will let me sink into disgrace, and then I will 
hiave no one anymore who will desire to share my bitter fate. May- 
be God will send me to a far-away country, and my spouse will re- 
fuse to laccompany me. Maybe the slanderer will ,enter my family 
and quickly destroy my entire family happiness. Maybe seducers 
will also come along and then the promise which was made to me 
today will be soon forgotten. -Yes, if God. Himself had not tied 
the marriage knot so firmly and at the same time placed an angel 
with a swinging sword ‘at its exit, who would in that case not have 
to be fearful of his own heart that it would soon make him un- 
faithful? Who then would not have to make the vow with trem- 
bling? 

How joyfully, however, a Christian couple can make their 
vows, since God Himself places His seal upon it, since God Him- 
self gives His interminable yes and Amen to it and invisibly places 
His hand u.pon it! They can cry out to each other: I will joyfully 
pledge thee faithfulness because I know that nothing dare now 
ever separate us except death. 
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In spite of everything, sickness may pale my cheeks; it dare 
not separate us. In spite of everything, poverty may bring us tears 
of grief; it dare not separate us. In spite of neverything, disgrace 
may humiliate us; it dare not separate us. In spite of everything, 
my calling may take me across the ocean and continents; it dare 
not separate us. In spite of everything, the slanderer may fill your 
heart for a time with distrust of me; he dare not separate us. In 
spite of everything, the seducer may spread his net for you; he 
dare not separate us. In spite of everything, your love may some- 
time again grow cold and this may separate our hearts; this dare 
not part us. 

Children may leave their parents and parents the children, 
brothers and sisters may become scattered, friends may be sepa- 
rated, nothing shall and will separate us except God’s voice when 
He calls us by death out of this earthly valley into His heavenly 
kingdom. 

Therefore, joyfully pledge your mutual troth today and con- 
fidently give each other your hand of faithfulness, for God Him- 
self joins you together today; God Himself from this day forward 
wants to be a fiery wall around you; no person, yes, no angel dare 
therefore separate you. 

II. 
This, in turn, now encourages you, secondly, the more firmly 

to hold confidently fast to the unchangeable faithfulness of your 
God. 

When God Him s e 1 f says concerning the marriage bond: - - 
“What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder,” He 
thereby declares marriage to be a union which He Himself has es- 
tablished; for that reason the betrothed can also firmly believe 
that God Himself will see to it that His union will not be destroyed. 

When God Himself says: “What th*erefore God hath joiized 
together, let not man put asunder,” He thereby requires of the 
spouses a love which will never grow cold; for that reason the 
wedding couple can also firmly and confidently hope that God Him- 
self will preserve love in them - or - rekindle it. 

When God Himself says: “What therefore God hath joined to- 
gether, let not man put asunder,” He thereby requires that spouses 
do not leave elach other; for that reason the betrothed can be cer- 
tain that God will not burden them beyond what they can bear. 

When God Himself says: “What therefore God hath joined to- 
gether,, let not man put asunder,” He thereby requires that pover- 
ty, too, dare not separate the marriage bond; therefore, the be- 
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trothed can be confident that God at all times will supply them 
with all their needs. . . . 

From Occasional Sermovzs (Casualpredigten) 
By Dr. C. F. W. Walther, 1889 

-Translated by E. IL. M. 
!8iQw@ 

(Confinued from page 59) 
are only a beginning. More re- 
forms -or “restorations” - are 
coming in the next five to ten 
years, they forecast. These are a 
result of edicts of the Vatican 
Council which has ordered far- 
reaching changes. 

Such news items as the one 
just noted above h’ave appeared 
in the majority of public maga- 
zines and newspapers not to 
mention the religious periodi- 
cals. Such “changes” within the 
Roman Catholic Church have 
been greeted by many as a sure 
indication that Rome is at long 
last ridding itself of the errors 
which sparked the Reformation 
in the 16th century. Others, not 
quite so optimistic, regard the 
changes as a demonstration of 
Rome’s intention to arrange a 
more condu.cive atmosphere for 
Protestant- Romunist relation- 
ship. To support their conten- 
tion they refer to the fact that 
new Catholic hymnals contain 
several old favorites which are 
f4zmiliar to Protestants, inclu- 
ding “A MIGHTY FORTRESS Is 
OUR GOD,” written by Martin 
Luther. Now no one denies that 
Rome has made some changes in 
its liturgy, etc. But, on the other 
hand, NO ONE CAN SHOW THAT 

ROME HAS CHANGED ONE IOTA OF 
ITS OFFICIAL TEACHINGS. It con- 
tinues to hold that the Virgin 
Mary wa.s ‘(exempt from all 
stain of original sin” (Proclaim- 
ed by Pope Pius IX, December 8, 
1854) ; it continues to hold that 
the Pope is infiallible when he 
defines doctrine regarding faith 
and morals (Proclaimed in the 
year 1870) ; it continues to hold 
that the Mass is #an unbloody s~lr 
crifice which the priest offers for 
the sins of the living and the 
dead; it continues to hold that 
whoever %ays that justifying 
faith is nothing else than confi- 
dence in divine mercy, which re- 
mits sin for Christ’s sake, or 
that it is this confidence alone 
that justifies us, let him be an- 
athema” (Canon 1.2, Council of 
Trent). Let one but read the 
canons and decrees of the Coun- 
cil of Trent and- there he will 
find the official teachings of the 
Roman Church set forth and the 
Scriptural teachings brought to 
light through the Reformation 
rejected and cursed. Thus all the 
traits nscribed to the Antichrist 
in II Thess. 2, we find in the Ro- 
m,an Papacy. “Let ,no man de- 
ceive you by any means,” XI 
Thessalonians 2% 

-M. L. N. 
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