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‘ro show,. on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles $or. Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
.To. demonstra$e, ,. by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordis Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full ,truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and ‘practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able -there&fter to pra%-,
tice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not ‘have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same ‘mind and in
the same judgment.”
To s&t forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophica1 thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the vord
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the various so“Lutheran”
called
church
bodi&
by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
-with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the natiofis as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

A LENTEN

MEDITATION

MARCH 3RD was Ash Wednes-

distance from the disciples, the
Sa,vior earnestly pleads, “0 &?v

day, the day which. marked the
beginning of the very solemn Father, if it be possible, let this
season of Lent. For the Chris- cz~ppass from Me; nevertheless
tian it is a time of reverence and not as I will, but as Thou wilt!”
quiet meditation as he ponders MATT. 26:39. From this prayer
again the soul-stirring story of we see what conflicting emotions
the bitter suffering and death of filled His heart. As the Son of
his Lord & Savior Jesus Christ.
God He knew that He alone must
As he reviews all that his blessed carry on and win the battle aRedeemer has done for him, his gainst sin, death, and the devil.
faith becomes stronger and his Yet in this hour of humiliation
love more fervent.
His human nature shrank back
from the awful ordeal before
There are many impressive
scenes in the Lenten Story, One Him. Here is a mystery too deep
of these occurred the night be- for frail, human minds to comfore Jesus was crucified. To- prehend. No one can fully grasp
anguish
of soul
gether with three disciples, Pe- the intense
ter, James, and John, our Lord which the Lord here endured. So
went into the Garden of Gethse- great was His agony that Luke’s
Gospel tells us that His sweat
mane, just outside of Jerusalem,
and there fell on His knees in fell like great drops of blood to
fervent prayer to His heavenly the ground. Three times Jesus
prayed that the Father might
Father.
The scene is very somber, and remove the cup of suffering from
Him, but always added, “Thy
the Lord appears unspeakably
sad. Here the burden of the z,vill be done!”
The real cause of all this sufworld’s sin ,and guilt is resting
on His shoulders. There is inde- fering and that still to come was
scribable agony in His soul as SIN, the sin of the world, yours
He begins to taste the bitter cup and mine. He who is holy and
just took the guilt of all manof divine wrath for man’s transgressions of God’s Law. Yet He kind upon Himself, suffered as
does not falter, waver, or re- the guilty one, and became obetreat; He goes forward into the dient even unto death. He once
bitter struggle that lies ahead: said, ?Vo man taketh My lif c!
the battle between the Woman’s from Me, but I lay it down of
Myself !” JOHN IO: 18. And now
Seed and the Serpent!
Falling on His knees a short when the Father laid on Him
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the iniquity of us ali, He did not
refuse to bear it or seek escape
from His duty; rather each petition is marked by full submission to the Father’s will. There
is complete surrender to the divine plan of salvation, and with
His strength renewed by an angel and assured of victory, He
went forth to meet His enemies.
All who truly appreciate what
the Savior accomplished in His
great work of redemption will
take to heart the significant lessons of this Passion Portrait.
We learn how important prayer
is both in days of joy and in
times of trial and sorrow. Those
are to be pitied who, wIhen they
cannot fathom the ways of God
in their daily lives, turn to false
comforters. They fail to remember Paul’s words: “All things
work

together

that love God!” ROM. 8:28.

The true Christian, however,
will continue praying and trusting in the Lord and patiently
and humbly submit to His will.
The only road to lasting peace
and joy is the road of full SUFrender to God and His Word.
“Thy will be done!” What better
motto could there be for the true
child of God ! fn fa.ith, love, and
gratitude for his salvation in
Christ he will declare with the
hymn writer:
“My Jesus, as Thou wilt,
All shall be well for me;
Each chartging future scene
I gladly ~YV.& with Thee.
Thus to my home above
I travel calmly on
And sing in life or death,
My Lord, Thy will be done!”
-0.

for good to them

w. s.

“And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward:
not that
we are sufficient of ourselves to think ?any thing as of ourselves;
but our sufficiency is of God; who also hath made us able ministers
of the new testament;
not of the lett.er, but of the spirit: for the
I I Corinthians
3:4-6.
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”

if you want to learn how properly to divide and rightly to use
the Law and the Gospel, not only
in doctrine but also in your heart
for your salvation, you must ask
God for this blessed ability. The
Holy Ghost is the only Teacher
who is able to instruct you in

ST. PAUL humbly confesses

here that he, too, would not have
know how rightly t.o distinguish
the Gospel from the La’w, and
thus carry out the New Testament ministry, if God had not
given him the ability to do so.
Notice therefore, dear Christian,
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this important matter to the salvation of your soul. It will not
help here to use our own reason
to accomplish this. Without the
Holy Ghost the entire divine revelation, Law as well as Gospel,
remains dark, inexplainable,
contradictory, yes, foolishness.
Without the illumination of the
Holy Ghost you will never rightly understand for what purpose
the Law or the Gospel was
given ; you must learn this all by
experience, under His directing
influence.
With heartfelt prayer for the
light of the Holy Ghost, let us
note especially the following:
The Law as well as the Gospel
is a doctrine wihich comes from
God, and both must be preached
in the Church if the hearers are
going to learn the entire counsel
of God for th eir salvation. We
must not, accordingly, believe
that in an evangelical sermon
the strict La’w of God dare not
be heard. But we also must never forget that the Law is not
preached in order that a person
at least keep it outwardly, and
by means of such a miserable,
supel-ficial fulfilling of the commandments hope to become
righteous before God. Whoever
wants to be justified before God
by means of his keeping the Law
still does not at all know how
much the Law demands of us.
He is like the Jews who, because
they do not understand the Law,
think they must keep the Law
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& therefore must reject Christ.
Let us never forget: No one can
become a’ Christian by performing some good works according to the Law; first a person
must have a 1ready become a
Christian, through faith ; then
first can he do good works which
are pleasing to God. Whoever
thinks: I want to keep God’s
Commandments a.swell as possible, in order that I may be a good
Christian, that person is still on
the wrong path ; he still doesn’t
know what a Christian is. In
reality he thinks a Christian is a
lheathen who is pious. A person
does not become a Christian by
means of works but alone by
means of faith. Whoever thinks:
“I will play it safe, I will believe
in Christ and do good works, in
order to be saved by means of
both,” such a person is mixing
Law and Gospel, and he doesn’t
yet know what faith is. If the
question is raised: How can I become righteous before God and
be eternally saved? the answer
is: To accomplish this, positively
no Law, positively no work, no
human merit at all is necessary;
in the article of the justification
of a poor sinner, we must separate the Law from the Gospel as
far as the heavens are from the
earth. You then ask: HOW do I
become righteous before God?
How do I become a Christian?
How can I be saved? God’s Word
gives you no other answer than
this: Believe on the Lord Jesus!

If, however, you have already
become a Christian, the proper
good works then will follow of
themselves. First you must see
to it that you become a good
tree; if you are that, then you
will produce good fruits without ever being told to do so. First
you must see to it that your
heart becomes a good fountain,
the immediately living streams
of good thoughts, good actions,
hearty love to God and His Word
will of their own accord flow
forth.
But you ask: For what purpose then has God given His
holy Law? Alas, we would be unfortunate people, yes, eternally
lost, if God had given His Law
to us sinful people, in order that
through keeping it we should be
saved. In that case no person
would be saved. God at one time,
in Paradise, did indeed give it
for this purpose, but man fell
into sin: ever since then, man
has been born as a poor sinner;
for that reason no man is any
longer able to keep the Law, perfectly. The Law is now preached
to you for the one purpose that
you should thereby recognize
your sinful condition, that you
should be moved to feel your
condition of spiritual death and
God’s anger, and that thereby
you should be driven to look around for other help, for a better
righteousness, for Jesus Christ,
who alone can help you out of
your sins to righteousness, out

of death to life, out of wrath to
grace, and out of hell to heaven.
Help us, Lord Jesus Christ,
f or we

A Mediator have in Thee.
Our works cannot salvation
gain;
They reap for us but endless
pain!
Have mercy, Lord! Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht

C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. M.

President’s

Cofumm

The wise man, Solomon, tells
us, “To every thing there is a
season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: a time to
be born, and a time to die . . . a
time to keep silence, and a time
to speak.” ( ECCL. 3: lff.) THERE
IS A TIME to SPEAK. When, for

example, the good reputation of
our neighbor is being dragged
down into the mire in our presence, then is not the time for us
to keep silent and listen to such
malicious gossip ; it is time for
us to speak. The Lord God says:

“Open thy mouth for the dumb”
(PROV. 31: 8)) that is, defend

the neighbor who is being unjustly accused and who is not
present to defend himself. When
the opportunity is there to confess the Lord Jesus Christ, then
is not the time to keep silent,
but rather to speak up. Jesus
tells us: “Whosoever therefore
shaZ2 confess Me before men,
him will I confess also before
My Father which is in heaven.
But whosoever shull deny Me before men, him will I also deny
before My Father which is in
heaven.” (MATT. 10: 32-33)

nothing to distract us from attending the House of God!
This message certainly merits
our attention, yea, it should incite us to magnify and praise
the Lord of all mercy and grace
all the days of our lives! “Behold, what mann.er of love the
Father hath bestowed upon z(hs,
that we should be called the sons
of God: therefore
the world
knoweth us not, because it kxew
Him not.” (I JOHN 3: 1) We

who have rightly deserved everlasting condemnation, for the
wages of sin is death, have received the love of God in Christ
Jesus, and the gift of God, eterTHEREISALSOATIMETOKEEP
SILENCE. Such a time is when we nal life through Jesus Christ
hear the Word of God! Then is our Lord. We have been freed
not the time to have our hearts from the shackles of bondage
a.nd lips filled with all manner from which we could not free
of distracting thoughts & words ; ourselves and translated into
instead, it is the time to let God the kingdom of Christ.
speak to us through His Holy
Satan, the world, & our flesh,
Word so that our souls may be would divert our attention away
truly satisfied. Such a time to from this message and tell US:
keep silence is exemplified by Behold the things of this world!
Mary who sat at Jesus’ feet and Eat, drink, and be merry? DO
not be so concerned about your
heard His Word, while Martha
was busy preparing a meal. ( LK. soul! And you and I know that
10: 38ff.) Such a time to keep si- such temptations are not figlence is now, as we prepare to ments of the imagination, but
place special empihasis upon the real assaults which war against
suffering and death of our dear the soul. Let us not be deceived
by the glitter of this world, for
Savior and in spirit follow Him
from Gethsemane to Golgotha. it will soon pass away. The Savior declares: “Behold, I come
Let us humbly and believingly
(REV. 22:12)
Then
give our careful attention to this t,piCkl$#.”
precious message proclaimed by shall -heaven & earth pass away
our .past;ors during these special and .the righteous be received inLenten services. May we allow to everlasting glory. Ther.ef ore,
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dear Christians,

“Behold the
Lamb of God! 0 Thou for sinners slain, Let it not be in vain
That Thou hast died! Thee for
my Saviosr let me take, My only
refuge let me make Thy pierced
side. Behold the Lamb of God!
Into the sacred flood Of Thy

most precious blood My soul I
cast. Wash me and make m.e
pure and clearz, Uphold me thru
life’s changefd scene, Till all
be past.” (The Lutheran Hym-

nal, 165)
Your servant in Christ,
IK L. Natterer, President
-.,--- .

c-F--

is EARB
The Christian’s

earthly

THESIS II
calling is also a part of Christian

LLING
Life.

It is thus certain, as has been shown in Thesis I, that a person
also in his earth 1y ca 11.in g must conduct himself according
to God’s Word. But someone could now raise the question: IIow
about our reason? It certainly must come into consideration. Is it
wrong for a person to follow his reason in his earthly occupation?
Should it be disregarded? Is it not the highest of all the spiri.tual
gifts which a person possesses? Is it not the ability to think which
distinguishes a human being from a beast? Answer: That is not
at all meant, that a person should not use his reason. A Christian,
too, recognizes that his reason is a glorious gift of God. He is
grateful that reason has been given to man. He, too, rejoices that
by means of his reason he is far superior to all other creatures.
He, too, uses his reason; yes, he is the only person in the entire
wide world who rightly uses his reason; all others misuse their
reason. Now, just what is the situation here? It is this way:
Reason has to do with earthly things; there she is queen. In earthly
things reason should most certainly be used, yes, rule, because that
is the purpose of reason. But it is a different matter in heavenly
things. Also there the matter must indeed be comprehended through
reason, except that in heavenly things it cannot do anything, work
anything, or accomplish anything. As the eye is the organ through
which the sunshine is indeed perceived but not created, so the
reason is the organ through which heavenly truths are understood.
But reason itself cannot produce and create any heavenly truth.
Reason, accordingly, is unable to do anything in heavenly things,
but without the use of reason a person cannot perceive the heavenly things. On the other hand, in earthly matters reason rules. We
present a number of illustrations.
There is, for example, a shoemaker. He builds shoes and boots.
Now, how must he conduct himself in this work, according to God’s
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Word ? From God’s Word he should learn in what frame of mind he
should perform his work, from what motive, and to what purpose.
But there are some things concerning his work which he must not
seek from God’s Word: for example, how he should take a hold of
things, what form he should give to the shoe, what materials he
should use; these are matters for which he should use his reason.
Or take the example of a doctor. He, too, should first and foremost
learn from God’s Word in what attitude of mind he should carry
out his work. But what kind of medicine he should use, whether
this or that remedy, that he must decide according to his reason,
We Christians should, therefore, throughout our lives direct ourselves according to God’s Word, so that we make the right use of
our reason.
Christianity, accordingly, does not do away with the earthly
occupation, it sanctifies it. For that reason God does not require of
a person who becomes a Christian, that he now leave his job and
that he should only pray, read God’s Word, and go to church; but
God permits him rather to remain in his chosen calling and station,
the difference being this that he now does all things by faith, to
the glory of God. He now endeavors to conduct himself as a Christian at all times, under all circumstances; not only in church but
also at home in his workshop, in his place of business, in the market; not only when he sings and prays, but also in his daily earthly
occupation.
It is, therefore, a most serious error if a person thinks that
those who want to live in a godly manner in this world may not be
occupied with an earthly job, but must flee into the solitude of a
monastery. For Christianity and the outward occupation belong together. You must be just as good a Christian on a work day as on
Sunday, behind the plow as well as when you are on your knees
praying. Even though your job may seem to be small and despised,
if you perform it according to God’s Word, then you are nevertheless therein serving God a.nd your neighbor. If hired men and women perform their assigned work faithfully and energetically, not
with grumbling and unwillingness, not out of slavish fear of punishment, also not merely for the sake of reward, but for the Lord’s
sake and out of love and obedience for their Savior, who has told
them through the apostle, Tervlants, be obedient to them that are
your m>asters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in
singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not with eyeservice, as
men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart; with good will doing service as to the Lord,” as
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well as for the sake of the neighbor whom they desire to serve,
they then ‘are doing a good work and are performing a part of their
Christian life, and they thereby please God more than if during
the time they were supposed to do their work they had read God’s
Word or had prayed. Now, if they had neglected the work which
their job required of them, in that case they would have committed
a grievous sin. Or take a laborer in his chosen calling, if he performs it in the na.me of God and with this attitude: Lord, You
have placed me in this position and calling, it is my duty therein to
serve’ You and my neighbor; therefore give me wisdom, strength,
and faithfulness, in order that I may not through self-interest and
selfishness sin against You and my neighbor but constant137 really
be mindful of Your glory? Such a person truly makes his occupation a divine service and his place of work a house of God. Or when
a*farmer takes his wheat to market and commits the matter to the
Lord, praying Him that He would be with him and grant him
grace that he might not be unjust in his business transaction, that
once he gives his word he will keep it, letting yes be yes and no be
no, and rather suffer loss himself than want to harm his neighbor,
in that case he has made a divine service out of his business transaction. And God looks upon such performance of one’s earthly
calling, when it is done for the Lord’s sake and by faith, as a C?hristian and divine work; while, on the other hand, God despises and
rejects the works of a great and highly esteemed man when they
are not performed by faith, even though such works may seem to
be ever so holy.
Christianity, accordingly, does not do away with the earthly
occupation. The Apostle expressly exhorts, I COR. 7: 17.20, “As the
Lord bath called every one, so let him walk. . . . Let every man
abide in the sanae calling wheq*ein he was called.” The Apostle

wants to say, If a person is a man or woman, master or servant,
employer or employee, or may he be in any calling which he himself
has chosen, -if then he is called into God’s kingdom, if he becomes
a Christian, in that case he shall not leave that calling in which
God has placed him, but remain in it; he is, however, to conduct
himself in it in such a manner that he does not lose faith and a.
good conscience.
Yes, each calling has its specific commandment. I ask: Which
works should I do in order to please God? How shall I live a Christian life? This is the answer: Look at your chosen calling, whether
you are a father, mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, manservant, maid-servant, teacher or pupil, whatever this calling or
38

station in life requires of you, that do; then YOU please God. (Cf.
T,able of Duties, Small Catechism, Luther)
“The admonition consists in this that one keep in
LUTHER:
mind God’s command and requirement regarding every calling on
earth, as He has ordained and assigned it. That same calling a person should attend to, highly esteem it, and get satisfaction out of
it, in order that he perform heartily whatever he is in duty bound
to do in his calling. As when God says: Thou sha.lt honor father
and mother; here every child, servant, maid, subject, etc., should
joyfully receive that word and esteem no work on earth higher and
think within ‘himself when he performs it that he is halfway if not
entirely in Paradise; for the simple reason that his heart can without a doubt conclude: Now I know that such work, life, or station,
is right and good and heartily pleases God, because I have His
Word and command, as sure proof, which cannot deceive nor fail
me. For let not that grace be underestimated,by me if a person has
arrived at that stage where he has this blessed assurance in his
heart, and his conscience is able to stand and rest on it. . . . . In
what error and blindness we formerly (in the papacy) lay . . . we
searched for many -good works, we ran hither and thither, we
poured out our sweat, money, and possessions in our efforts to obtain them: here to masses and altar, there to monasteries ; we. organized brotherhoods, and everyone blindly groped about, vainly
seeking assurance how he- might truly. serve God ; and. still no one
succeeded, but all remained in darkness. For there was no God who
)had said: this pleases me, .this I have commanded; etc. Y,es, our
blind leaders did nothing else than keep God’s Word out of our
eyes, tearing them away from truly upright works, and in all
places setting forth others in their stead. ‘In addition to this, they
upsetand despised those callings and stations in life which God had
instituted, as though he did not know how to manage or make
things any better than we. For this reason we must never stop
keeping’ God’s Word in mind. God’s Word does not lay upon us
special, great, burdensome works, but it always directs us to that
calling and station in which we are living, that one seeks nothing
else but to remain therein with’s joyful conscience, knowing that
by means of such works more is accomplished than if a person had
founded a11 the monasteries and ‘had observed all orders, even
though it is the most ~insignificant housework.” (St. Louis Edition
XI, 1725)
Synodal-Bericht, .‘Canadian Dist., 1885,
-translated
by El. L. M.
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