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E LOVE HIM, 

BECAUSE 

E FIRST LOVED US! 

t John 4:19. 



Vol. X. June & July, 1965 Nos. 6, 7. 
-- 

Official Organ of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

This publication appears monthly at a 
subscription price of $2.00 per year. 

Editor: 
Rev. E. L. Mehlberg 
7331 W. Ruby, Milwaukee, Wis. 63218 

Assistant Editor: 
Rev. H. David Mensing 
Central Avenue at 17lst Place 
Tinley Park, Illinois 

Send all articles to the editor no later 
than the 1st of the month which pre- 
cedes the month of publication. All let- 
ters of comment or criticism concerning 
an article or articles in this periodical 
should be directed either to the editor 
or assistant editor. 

Business Manager: 
Mr. Martin R. Luedtke 
12472 Beacon, Seattle, Wash. 98178 

The address label on your Concordia 
Lutheran shows the expiration date of 
your subscription, 

Address all subscriptions, renewals, & 
remittances to the business manager. A 
special notice of expiration will be in- 
serted in the issue which terminates the 
subscription. Coupons for new subscrip- 
tions or renewals will be inserted in this 
publication every third month. 

Officers of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 

President: 
Rev. M. L. Natterer 
433 Tangent St., Lebanon, Oregon 

Vice President: 
Rev. 0. W. Schaefer 
Box 424, Wilmot, South Dakota 

Secretary: 
Rev. A. J. Cordes 
308 N. Ackerman, Bmpire, Oregon 

Treasurer: 
Mr. E. P. Bloedel 
4828 N, 63th, Milwaukee, Wis. 53213 

Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
cord. of 1689, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scriptnre, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full .truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression, 



Through the Word and Sacraments the Holy Ghost is active 
in our hearts and enkindles in them a new light, the light of faith, 
so that we do not simply hear the Word, as did also the obstinate 
Jews, but retain and understand it and through it become different 
persons with renewed hearts. 

Thus we see what the Pentecost of the New Testament is. It 
is a festival in which the Christian ought to rejoice. Through 
Christ the Holy Ghost was poured out upon all flesh so that we 
now have a knowledge of God in the light of the Gospel and can 
become, by the Holy Spirit, righteous and sanctified in body and 
soul. Let us, to this end, be earnest in prayer, in hearing the prea- 
ching of the Word of God, and in an unblamable walk before men. 
May the Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord, help us in this. 
Amen. 

From: Sermons on the Gospels, Vol. II. 
Selected by 0. W. S. 

It will never do to attempt to explain and comprehend this 
article of our faith with our reason, for we cannot understand 
how three can be one, We simply take the Word as it is. We must 
be satisfied with what the Scriptures reveal unto us in this matter, 
and this revelation we must accept in faith, if we wish to be saved. 
The full understanding of this mystery pertains not to this life, 
but will take place in heaven. God grant that we may all remain 
firm in this doctrine and faith unto the end of our life. Amen. 

From: Sermons on the Gospels, Vol. II. 
Selected by 0. W. S. 

Independence Day cmd the C 
DURING THE PAST MONTH our 

country observed its 189th birth- 
day (July 4th). From a humble 
set of thirteen colonies, America 
has emerged into a strong nation 
with abundant resources and 
treasures. There are those who 
will regard this observance only 

as a major historical event, but 
we as Christian citizens recog- 
nize the hand of God in the de- 
velopment of our country and 
acknowledge that He still reigns 
over our land and over the en- 
tire world. Unless a nation seeks 
the guidance of God each day, it 
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stands in danger of losing its 
peace and will forfeit the bles- 
sings of Him who rules over hea- 
ven and earth. To the followers 
of God, Independence Day has 
more than historical and politi- 
cal significance. It is a milestone 
that has also spiritual meaning 
for us all. 

FIRST, Independence Day ser- 
ves as a call to contrition. The 
Bible tells us that the govern- 
ment is God’s ordinance, ROM. 
13: 1, and Christians are to be 
subject to it for conscience’ sake, 
living peaceably with all men 
and respecting the rights of 
others. Since the fall of Adam 
nothing is perfect, and no gov- 
ernment is infallible. Constitu- 
tions and laws reflect the limita- 
tions of man and at times reveal 
his weaknesses, prejudices, and 
ambitions. 

AS WE REALIZE that we have 
often forgotten that God is at 
work behind the human activity 
in our nation, that we easily be- 
come proud, vain, and desirous 
of privilege and profit, and that 
we have not alw,ays upheld and 
defended the rights of all, true 
contrition over violations of 
God’s will which we as citizens 
have committed is most neces- 
sary. To repent of these sincere- 
ly will prepare us Do receive by 
faith the divine forgiveness as 
offered us in Christ our Lord. 

SECONDLY, Independence Day 
is a call for gratitude. In spite of 
our many failings God has per- 

mitted us to observe this natio- 
nal holiday and to consider anew 
the privileges and freedoms we 
enjoy under our form of govern- 
ment. While our spiritual bles- 
sings in the Lord are of greatest 
importance to us, we dare not 
overlook the many national fa- 
vors which God has bestowed up- 
on our land and its people. Think 
of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights; freedom of the press, 
freedom of speech, the right to 
worship God according to the 
dictates of our conscience; our 
economic and social system with 
a standard of living unsurpassed 
in the world; natural resourc& 
and scenic wonders that beggar 
description. Independence Day is 
a good occasion for recalling 
gratefully that we owe it all to 
the goodness of God. 

FINALLY, Independence Day is 
a call for constructive action. 
One of our Lutheran Confes- 
sions states that the Gospel does 
not destroy political institutions, 
but rather commands that we 
preserve them as divine ordi- 
nances and that we exercise love 
in these ordinances. Christians 
are a stabilizing factor in a na- 
tion, for they pr,ay for the gov- 
ernment and its leaders, obey 
laws not contrary to the Bible, 
vote intelligently, respect those 
in office, and pay their taxes, 
Each of us is to be interested in 
our government, keep informed 
on its activities, use lawful 
means to correct abuse, and as 



ability and time alIow, take an 
active part in promoting impar- 
tial justice and equal opportuni- 
ties for all. 

ALL WE DO as loyal God-fear- 
ing citizens is to serve the noble 
purpose of pointing men to the 
love of God in Christ through 
whose suffering and death all 
have been redeemed. As we labor 
in God’s name for the welfare of 
our country, we are also to bring 
the message of true peace in Je- 
sus to souls everywhere, remind- 
ing them that they, like us, are 
dependent on Him daily and that 
by faith in Him we become citi- 
zens of His heavenly kingdom 
and heirs of eternal life. 

LET US RE-DEDICATE ourselves 
to our God-given tasks both as 
loyal Americans and as faithful 
children of God! David writes: 
“Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the Lord! Ps. 33: 12. The Lord 
has promised: “If Mjj people 
pray and seek My face, then I 
will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sins and will heal 
their land!” II COR. 7: 14. To 
this we humbly and thankfully 
reply: 

0 Lord, stretch forth Thy 
mighty hand 

And guard and bless our 
Fatherland! 

-0. w. s. 

As the wonderful summer sea- 
son comes upon us and then pas- 
ses all too quickly, we are mind- 
ful of the fact that in addition to 
glorious s u n s h in e and balmy, 
starlit evenings there may also 
be days marked by storm clouds, 
boisterous w i n d s, heavy rain, 
hail, tornadoes, and the like. For 
many a person this thought is 
depressing ,and frightening, and 
serves to spoil the prospects of 
happy weeks to come. However, 
this need not be the ease if one 
realizes what the Scripture has 
to say about God, the Creator of 
all things and Ruler also over 
the forces of nature. 

In Matthew 8 there is a dra- 
matic story which dipicts Jesus 

and His disciples in a ship on the 
Sea of Galilee. Suddenly, while 
He was asleep in the boat, a fu- 
rious windstorm broke loose and 
threatened to carry them all to 
a watery grave. In desperation 
they roused the Lord who, after 
chiding them for their small 
faith, stood up and rebuked the 
sea with His command of al- 
mighty power: “Peace, be still!” 
At once their was a great calm. 
With their weak faith turned in- 
to joyous confidence, the disci- 
ples exclaimed: “What manner 
of man is this, that even the 
winds a,nd the sea obey Him!” 
Small wonder that the hymn- 
writer says: 

“Thou rulest over wind and 



wave, 
And mighty is Thine arm to 

save!” 
Even as the disciples in this 

story, so we at times display a 
lack of trust in our God & Lord, 
and when violence in nature sets 
in, we often tremble and quake 
as if there were no God to sus- 
tain and protect us. Or if 
someone was spared in a ter- 
rible storm amid lightning or 
tornado-like winds, a frequent 
comment heard is: “I guess I 
was just lucky! Fate was good 
to me !” These and similar state- 
ments reveal a woeful absence 
of that faith and confidence 
which rest in Christ and in His 
power, and which alone can calm 
our fears & soothe our troubled 
hearts. 

There is no need for anyone to 
be distraught and overcome with 
fear when the elements of na- 
ture begin to rage. God still rules 
the world, and His might is no 
less effective today than in Bible 
times. What is needed is a strong 
faith in God and in His power 
over all things. One poet has put 
it this way: 

“Ye fearful saints, fresh 
courage take; 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy and 

shall break 
In blessings on your head!” 
Many are the passages in Holy 

Writ which speak of this com- 
forting truth. In Job 37 we read: 
“God thunder e t h marvelously 

with His voice; great things do- 
eth He, which we cannot com- 
prehend. For He saith to the 
snow, Be thou on the earth; like- 
wzse to the small rain and to 
the great rain of His strength!” 
The prophet Jeremiah writes: 
“He hath made the earth by His 
power, He hath established the 
world by His wisdom, and hath 
stretched out the heavens by His 
directions. TVhen He uttereth 
His voice, there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens, and He 
causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth; He 
miaketh ligh tnings with rain, 
and bringeth forth the wind out 
of His treasures.” JER. 10: 12-13. 
David says in Psalm 148: “Fire, 
and hail; snow, and vapors; 
stormy wind fulfilling His 
Word !” 

These passages are not meant 
to minimize the seriousness of 
violent weather conditions ; and 
we will, of course, take the ne- 
cessary precautions when, for 
example, tornado and other 
storm warnings are given to the 
public on radio or television, but 
most important is having a feat 
less faith that expresses its calm 
assurance in these words: 

“Boist’rous waves obey Thy 
will 

When Thou say’st to them, 
‘Be still!’ 

Wondrous Sov’reign of the 
sea, 

Jesus, Savior, pi1 0 t me!” 
-0. w. s. 



ACCORDING TO the calendar 
summer began officially on June 
21. We always look forward to 
the pleasant days of summer- 
time with their radiant sun- 
shine, refreshing rain, luxuriant 
growth, and balmy evenings, 
and welcome the numerous out- 
door activities associated with 
this season. 

HOWEVER, while the pleasures 
of summer are relaxing and in- 
vigorating and while the work 
of the church carries on at a dif- 
ferent pace than during the 
busier months of the year, we 
as Christians dare not fall prey 
to the lure of Satan and let up in 
church attendance and other re- 
ligious matters. As nature bec- 
kons and vacations come and go, 
there is a danger to forget God 
and His Church. Also during the 
summer months we need to be 
reminded not to forsake “the 
a.ssernbling of ozcrselves togetb 
er, as the manner of some is." 
HEBR, 10:25. 

THERE ARE A VARIETY of sum- 
mer sins. One is neglecting the 
worship of God. On shorter or 
longer trips, Sundays ought to 
find us in the house of the Lord 
worshiping with o u r fellow- 
Christians, and we will plan our 
vacations with this in mind. If 
under God this is impossible and 
we are temporarily where there 
is no church of the pure Word, 
then private devotions should 

not be overlooked. Also during 
summer it is true: “He that is of 
God heareth God’s words.” JOHN 
8: 47. As we in summer services 
ask God for guidance and pro- 
tection, we temper our pleasures 
and guard our hearts against 
wrong-doing. “Blessed are they 
that hear the Word of God and 
keep it.” LUKE II:%. 

ANOTHER SUMMER SIN is ne- 
glecting to contribute for the 
the work of the Lord. Many peo- 
ple make excuses by referring to 
additional expenses during sum- 
mer, such as painting the home, 
garage, or barn, fixing the pro- 
perty, or taking a lengthy vaca- 
tion tour. However, the work of 
the Church goes on aIso during 
summer, and salaries and other 
expenses must be paid during 
June, July, & August as prompt- 
ly as in other months. To neglect 
to bring liberal gifts for the 
Church greatly retards the work 
of the Lord and is an offense to 
Him. Also in summertime “the 
labore,r is worthy of his hire.” 
LUKE 10:7. “Let him that is 
taught in the Word communi- 
cate unto [share with] him that 
teacheth in all good things.” 
GAL. 6:6. 

ANOTHER SIN which occurs so 
frequently in summer is forget- 
ting to read the Bible and to 
pray. Many relax in the fresh 
air or take an evening drive, and 
before long they are too tired or 



it is too late to read Holy Scrip- 
ture. Bible reading is put off 
from da.y to day, and with it 
prayer is neglected, too. Does 
not the Bible say concerning the 
Word of God: “Thou shalt medi- 
tate therein day and night”? 
JOSHTJA 1: 8. Did not Paul write 
to the Romans: “Continue in- 
stant in prayer”? ROM. 12: 12. 

These and other passages on Bi- 
ble reading and praying apply 
also in summertime. 

No MATTER what the weather 
or the season, we partake of food 
and drink daily to sustain our 
bodies. But our souls are more 

i.mportant and need to be nour- 
ished d ai 1 y with the precious 
Bread of Life. If we are faithful 
to God and follow His guidance, 
we will find time to worship, to 
pray, and to study His Word, no 
matter what season it may be! 

LET us IVIAKE the most of our 
summer leisure, but in no way 
permit our activities to hinder 
our spiritual well being ! May 
each of us resolve: There will be 
NO spiritual lull in my life, es- 
pecially during summer! God 
help us to be loyal to Him and 
His Word at all times ! 

-0. w. s. 

ON JUNE 6TH we observed the 
Feast of Pentecost, the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Ghost upon the 
disciples. While the Holy Spirit 
cannot be seen, yet we observe 
the effects of His glorious work. 
Men are born again and receive 
as free gifts the forgiveness of 
sins, the assurance that they are 
the heirs of everlasting bliss and 
joy. By means of the precious 
Gospel message the Holy Spirit 
builds the Kingdom of Christ. 
No matter if thousands upon 
thousands of people flock to hear 
any other kind of message be it 
ever so learned, the Holy Spirit 
does not build Christ’s Kingdom 
there. But only there where the 
sweet Gospel is proclaimed do 
we find the effects of the Holy 

Spirit’s work ! Hence Jesus com- 
manded His disciples: “Go ye in- 
to all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every crea.ture,” MARK 
16: 15. 

LET NO ONE be so foolish as to 
think that everyone is a member 
of Christ’s Kingdom. The Word 
of G.od teaches otherwise. When 
Jesus began His public ministry 
He declared: “Repent ye, and be- 
lieve the Gospel,” MARK 1: 15. 
This means that the individual 
is to be genuinely sorry for all of 
his sins and firmly believe that 
Christ has died for his sins so 
that he stands guiltless before 
the throne of the heavenly Fa- 
ther, being dressed in Christ’s 
perfect righteousness. That per- 
son in whom the Holy Spirit has 
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not wrought this work is a child 
of ,wrath as the Evangelist John 
tells us: “‘He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the 
m*ath of God a.bideth on him,” 
3: 36. 

THE WORK which the Holy 
Spirit accomplishes through the 
preaching of the Gospel is mock- 
ed and blasphemed by the unbe- 
lieving world. Look what hap- 
pened on the D’ay of Pentecost! 
There were those who, when 
they were witnessing this most 
extraordinary and stupendous 
miracle, mockingly said, “These 
naen are full of new wine,” ACTS 
2: 13. Because their hearts were 
given over to stubborn unbelief, 
they ascribed this great work of 
the Holy Ghost to drunkenness. 
This was sheer blasphemy! And 
the unbelieving world has not 
changed. The unbelievers do not 
understand the language in the 
Savior’s Kingdom and so they 
ridicule the Christians. They 
think it foolish to believe in the 

God of the Bible, that the only 
way to heaven is by way of 
Christ the Savior, that a Chris- 
tian should strive to please God 
by fighting against sin. We see 
an example of this in the case 0% 
the Apostle Paul when he ap- 
peared before Festus and gave 
confession of the faith which 
leas in his heart. Festus said to 
him: “Paul, thou art beside thy- 
self; much learrkg doth make 
thee mad,” ACTS 26:24. 

BUT IN OBEDIENCE to the com- 
mission of the Lord, we go right 
on preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified, know- 
ing that “it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth,” ROM. 1:16. 0 may 
God the Holy Spirit revive our 
drooping hearts and fill us with 
renewed vigor and zeal in these 
evil days to be more diligent in 
spreading the good news of aal- 
vation in Christ! 

Your servant in Christ. 
M. L. Natterer 

“For such are the false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel .of light.” II Cor. Il:l3-14. 

THERE EXIST church bodies in mislead countless souls away 
Christendom which clearly and from the one foundation of sal- 
unmistakably teach that Christ v.ation. They confess with great 
is the true Son of God and the decisiveness that Christ is the 
only Savior and Redeemer of true God and eternal life, and 
sinners, and who, nevertheless that He has sacrificed Himself 
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on the cross as a sin-offering for 
the entire world. When now in- 
experienced people h e a r this, 
they think they can swear to it 
that such churches certainly pro- 
claim the true Christ; and, still, 
it cannot be denied that also 
their Christ is a false one ; and 
that for two reasons. 

THEFIRSTREASON is this: The 
true Christ imparts Himself a- 
lone through the Word and 
Holy Sacraments. Christ says: 
“Search the Scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal 
life; and they are they which 
testify of Me,” JOHN 5:39. Fur- 
thermore, Paul says: “So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God,” 
ROM. 10: 17. Furthermore Peter 
says: “We have also a more sure 
Word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day star [aamely Christ] 
arise in your hearts,” II PETER 
1: 19. -But how is it with the 
sects? They show little regard 
for the Word. They call it a dead 
letter. They set it up against the 
Spirit and say: Not the Word, 
not the letter, but rather the Spi- 
rit, the Spirit must do it! What 
kind of a Christ, therefore, must 
that be whom they have not re- 
ceived through the Word? A 
false Christ. 

HOLY WRIT further says: 
“This is He that came by water 
and blood, even Jesus Christ; 

not by water on.ly, but by water 
and blood.. . For there are three 
that bear record in he.a.ven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost: and th.ese three are one,” 
I JOHN 5:6-7. For this reason 
Paul adds: “For as many of you 
as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ,” GAL. 
3~23, and “The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the cona- 
munion of the blood of Christ? 
The bredad which we break, is it 
not the co,rnmunion of the bo&g 
of Christ ?” I COR. 10: 16. -But 
what do the heterodox (those 
who teach false doctrines), the 
sects of our day, do? They show 
little regard for the Holy Sacra- 
ments, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper : Yes, they practically 
consider them worthless ; they 
call it a deception of carnal 
hearts to put one’s trust in them. 
What kind of a Christ, there- 
fore, must that be in whose fel- 
lowship they enter, without, yes, 
in opposition to, the Sacraments, 
which Christ has instituted? A 
f a.lse Christ. 

A SECOND REASON, however, 
why the Christ of the heterodox 
or the sects is a false one, is this : 
A person is able to receive the 
true Christ alone by faith. Christ 
says : 73 l-es s ed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved,” JOHN 20 :29. Further- 
more, St. Paul writes to the 
Ephesians 1: 8-9 : “By grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift 
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of God: not of works, lest any 
man sh#ould boast.” And at an- 
other place he declares: “I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God,” GAL. 2: 20, The 
same Apostle also writes: “But 
to him that worlceth not but be- 
lieveth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.. . So then it is not 
of him that wdleth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that 
sh.oweth mercy,” ROM. 4 :5 ; 9 :16. 
But how is it with the heterodox 
or sects? They teach that the ob- 
taming of grace depends upon 
their o w n pursuing, running, 
working, and struggling. They 
demand a certain degree of re- 
pentance which a person must 
first experience. They teach that 
a person may comfort himself 
with having received Christ into 
His heart not until, and only as 
long as, he has certain noticeable 
sensations of Christ’s grace in 
his heart. The struggle which 
God’s Word requires of those 
who have already become Chris- 
tians they expect of those who 
still do not have God’s grace, in 
order that they thereby, first by 
their struggles, obtain it. In 
brief, they do not teach that a 
person can come into possession 
of Christ and of His grace solely 
by means of a simple faith in 
Christ’s word. What they do, 
what they experience, what they 
feel & sense, on that they build, 

and that they call “having 
Christ.” What kind of a Christ 
must that, accordingly, be which 
they lay hold of ? A false Christ. 

SUCH FALSE CHRISTS were al- 
ready preached here and there 
at the time of the Apostles. St. 
Paul writes: lCFor such are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into 
the apostles of Christ, And no 
marvel: for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of 
light,” 11 COR. II: 13-14. For 
that reason, be warned, whoever 
will permit himself to be warned 
in these last evil times! 

Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, 
Oh, Cause the WORD OF LIFE to 

sI2ine! 
Teach us to know our God aright 
And call Him Father with de- 

light. 
From ev’ry error keep us free; 
Let none but Christ our Master 

be 
That we in living faith abide, 
In Hfim, our Lord, with all our 

might confide. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen. 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 

-Translated by 33. L. M. 
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THE Cim~StiAN in his EARTHLY CALLING 
THESIS IV. 

The motive which prompts a Christian to carry out his earthly 
calling is not the love oi earthly riches, n’or even the attainment 
and possession of any earthly gain for himself alone, but the carry- 
ing out of God’s Will and the wetfare of the neighbor also. - 
Genesis 3: I7- 19; Psalm 128: I-2; Ephesians 4:28; I Corinthians IO:24. 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE for a non- 
Christian to understand this the- 
sis. If he is asked: Why do you 
work? He will answer: For the 
simple reason that in order to 
live I must have food and drink, 
clothing and shelter, house and 
home, land and cattle, money and 
goods. Purely the need, accor- 
dingly, is one of his motives for 
work. He works because he has 
to. -With others, again, greedi- 
ness and covetousness is the mo- 
tive. Day and night they are on 
their feet; they hardly permit 
themselves the necessary rest ; 
they work harder than is good 
for their h e,a 1 th ; they often 
plunge themselves into a veri- 
table sea of business interests, 
so that they don’t know where to 
begin or end, all this in order to 
get rich. -With others the in- 
centive is the selfish desire fey 
honor. (The discussion here is 
not to discourage a Christian in 
what we commonly call today 
“pride in good workmanship,” 
or the ambition to do good work 
with diligence, to the Lord’s 
glory, COL. 3: 23-24; I THESS. 4: 
6; ROM. 12: 11. -Ed.) Those 
who selfishly desire honor seek 
to do everything with exactness 

& finesse, in order to be praised. 
Whether they are manufactu- 
rers, artists, painters or sculp- 
tors, they seek their own honor 
in their productions. Also the 
educated, even preachers, only 
too often are more concerned a- 
bout gaining the honor of people 
than honor before God. The de- 
sire for selfish honor is no longer 
consider a disgrace by the pre- 
sent day world; it is praised as 
a virtue when a person has am- 
bition, the kind which seeks hon- 
or for self. In schools where the 
philosophy of this world rules, 
the selfish love of honor is nou- 
rished already in the ten&r 
hearts of children. Because the 
right means of Christian disci- 
pline are missing, the childl?n 
there are not trained for any- 
thing ,else than that they should 
be prompted by the love of 
praise; their training results in 
their becoming ever more proud 
and h a u gh t y . Little wonder, 
then, that the vice of seeking self 
honor has become a virtue in the 
world ! -Many also work, in or- 
der that some day they won’t 
have to work any more at all. 

THE HIGHEST MOTIVE which 
prompts ,a Christian to work is 
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the fulfillment of God’s will and 
the welfare of the neighbor. 

NOW, IT SOUNDS pretty much 
like a piece of hypocrisy when 
we Christians say: We do not 
work for the sake of gain or for 
honor, but because it is God’s 
command. The worldling smiles 
slightly and thinks: You can in- 
deed preach that, but you, too, 
would not work like that if you 
didn’t have to. That is true; ac- 
cording to the old man (our sin- 
ful flesh) we also w o u 1 d not 
work if we didn’t have to; ac- 
cording to the old man no one in 
all the wide world would work if 
he didn’t have to. But now we 
are Christians, apart from the 
old man we are also something 
which is called the new man; 
this new man is not always so 
biy; but the new man is there, 
even though weak and small, and 
he says: You vile old Adam that 
wants to work for nothing else 
than your own gain and your 
own honor, don’t you know that 
God h.as said: You shall eat your 
bread in the sweat of your brow? 
Know, therefore, you must work 
for your own living, whether you 
like it or not, for God has com- 
manded it; and you must work 
out of love for your neighbor, be- 
cause God wants it that way. 
And there’s a good reason for 
this. For if you would not fol- 
low God’s will, herein, then you 
would have to sink into all sorts 
of dangerous foolishness. . . . . . 
Now, not everyone, to be sure, 

who calls himself a Christian, 
works thus according to God’s 
will, but alone a. true Christian, 
and even he does not do it accor- 
ding to his old man, but accor- 
ding to the new man. 

IT IS, ACCORDINGLY, God’s will 
that a person work in his earthly 
calling. God so ordered it at the 
creation of the world that His 
creatures should not be idle but 
should work. The holy angels are 
ministering spirits, sent to serve 
those who shall inherit eternal 
life. And the creatures in the 
world, sun, moon, stars, and all 
others, con tin u e without letup 
to do that for which God has 
made them. 

AND IT IS ALSO GOD'S specific 
ordinance that man should work. 
When man was first created, God 
put him in the garden of Eden to 
dress it and to keep it, GENESIS 
2: 15. At that time, of course, 
work was no burden but pure 
pleasure. After the fall into sin, 
God again proclaimed His will 
that man should work, however, 
with these words: “Cursed is the 
.ground for thy sake; in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thzj life; thorns also and this- 
tles shall it bring forth unto 
thee; and thou shalt eat of the 
herb of the field; in the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground; 
for out of it was-t thou takens 
for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return? Thus it is 
God’s ordinance. Whoever, there- 



fore, does not want to work is 
living in a disorderly manner, as 
Paul says, II THESS. 3: 11, that 
is, contrary to God’s ordinance. 
This ordinance God repeated at 
the time of the giving of the La.w 
on Mt. Sinai, when He said: “Six 
days shalt thou labour,” EXODUS 
20:3. Solomon says, ECCL. 6:7, 
“Labor has been assigned to 
each person according to his 
measure bzj his God,” (LUTHER’S 
translation -Ed.) 

IDLENESS IS, accordingly, con- 
demned in the Holy Scriptures. 
Idleness is the workshop of the 
devil. In order to shame the lazy 
person and to remind him of his 
duty, Holy Writ directs him to 
the ant and says: “Go to the ant, 
thou sluggard; consider her 
ways, and be w,ise: which having 
no guide, overseer, or ruler, pro- 
vide& her meat in the summer, 
and gathereth her food in the 
harvest. How long wilt thou 
sleep, 0 sluggard? when wilt 
thou arise out of thy sleep?” 
PROV, 6: 6-9. 

BUT ALSO THE PROMISE which 
God has given the laborer should 
encourage him to be faithful in 
his calling. For thus we read in 
Ps. 128: l-2 : “Blessed is every 
one that feareth the Lord; that 
walketh in His ways. For thou 
shalt eat of the labour of thine 
hands: happy shalt thou be, and 
it sha.li! be well with thee.” 

WHEN CHRIST commanded Pe- 
ter: “Launch out into the deep, 
and let down your nets for a 

draught,” Peter answered, “We 
hlave toiled all night, and have 
taken nothing: NEVERTHELESS 
AT THY WORD I WILL LET DOWN 
THE NET,” LUKE 5 :4-5. Thus the 
Christian constantly says with 
Peter: Thou hast revealed it in 
Thy Word, 0 God, as Thy will 
that man should work; on the 
basis of this Thy Word I go then 
to my work. 

BUT NOT ONLY out of obedi- 
ence to God, but also for the 
good of his neighbor a Christian 
performs his earthly calling, he 
desires therein to serve his 
neighbor. God certainly serves 
us always, day and night, whe- 
ther we are sleeping or awake, 
resting or working; in God we 
live, move, and have our being, 
Acts 17: 28. The holy angels, too, 
do not serve themselves, but God 
and men. Thus also men should 
serve one another; they should 
carry out their earthly calling 
and be occupied with work with 
this attitude, namely, to serve 
the neighbor. 

EPHESIANS 4:28, “Let him 
that stole steal no more: but ra- 
ther let hiwL la b our, working 
with his hands the thing which 
is good, that he may HAVE to 
give to him that needeth.” 

I CORINTHIANS IO: 24, “Let no 
man seek his own, but every man 
another’s” benefit ; and chapter 
13: 5, love “seeketh not her own.” 

PHILIPPIANS 2:4, “Look not 
every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things 



of others.” 
THEREAREPEOPLE whoround- 

ly denounce bums. They say: 
That idler, why doesn’t he work, 
so that he has something? But 
now take note, you ambitious 
man, you, who ceaselessly work 
from morning until night: if you 
do your work with a selfish atti- 
tude, if you do not work also in 
order to serve your neighbor, 
then you are not one whit better 
before God than that loafer. Be- 
fore men you are indeed better 
and more honorable, but not be- 
fore God, who looks upon the 
heart. Busy people should also 
remember tha,t. 

THE APOSTLE PETER exhorts, 
I PET. 4: 10, “AS every man hath 
recieved the gift, even so minis- 
ter the same one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.” Therefore let a 
Christian never forget that he is 
not a lord but only a steward 
over those possessions which he 

has received even as the result 
of his labor. 

GOD HAS DISPENSED different 
possessions and gifts among 
men, in order that no one can 
get along without the other. One 
possesses money and goods, an- 
other wisdom an d understan- 
ding, another health of body, an- 
other great scholarship, another 
an excellent gift to tach; but 
all gifts should serve for the 
common good, one should serve 
the other with his gift. 

BUT IFOEEDIENCE to God’s 
command and ordinance, and 
love for the neighbor, which he 
wants to serve, are the motives 
which prompt a Christian to 
work, he then also does not make 
use of any sinful means in his 
work. This subject will be trea- 
ted in the next thesis. 

Synodal Bericht, Canadian 
District, 1885. Adapted for 
our use and translated by 

E. L. M. 

SAYZAVGS OF LUTHER 
THE DECALOGUE - THAT IS THE TEN COMMAND- 
MENTS OF GOD, ARE A LOOKINGGLASS AND BRIEP SUM 
QF ALLVIRTUES AND DOCTRINES,BOTH HOW WE OUGHT 

TOBEHAVETOWARDS GODANDAL~O TOWARDS 
OUR NEIGHBOR; THAT IS, TOWARDS ALL 
MANKIND. THERE NEVER WAS AT ANY 

TIME WRITTEN A MORE EXCEL- 
LENT, COMPLETE, OR COM,PENDIOUS 

BOOK OF VIRTUES! 
From: Luther’s Table-Talk, Selected by 0. W. S. 

79 



Non-Proflt Organization 

The Concordia Lutheran 
12472 Beacon Avenue South 

SEATTLE, WASMINGTON 98 I78 

CONCORDIA LUTH 

PXACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at 17lst Place 

Tinley Park, Illinois 
(South-Suburban Chicago) 

Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :15 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. H. David Mensing, Pastor 
Telephone : (Area 312) 532-4288 

$T. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
308 Worth Ackerman Street 

Empire, Oregon 97421 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :45 A.M. 
Worship Service 1l:OO A.M. 

Rev. A. J. Cordes, Pastor 
Telephone: (Area 508) 888-4512 

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTH. CHURCH 
Box 424, Wilmot, South Dakota 

(May through September) : 
Sunday School, IO:30 A.M. 
Worship Service 9:30 A.M. 

(October - April, M hour later) 
Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, Pastor 

Telephone : (Area 605) 938-4343 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7331 West Ruby Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53218 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :I6 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, Pa&or 
Telephone : (Area 414) 463-7827 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 

Sunday School & Bible Class, 1O:OO A.M. 
Worship Service 11 :OO A.M. 

Rev. M. L. N&term, Pastor 
Telephone : (Area 503) 258-2941 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
10715 - 51st Avenue South 

Seattle, Washington 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 A.M. 
Worship Service IQ:30 A.M. 

Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Paetor 
3947 South Graham Street 
Seattle, Washington 98118 

Telephone : (Area 206) 723-7418 

t 

WELCOME 
TO ALL QLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodok Lutheranism and are certain 
&at, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits through your 
faithful reading of our Concordia Lutheran articies which are based solidly 
upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

- $2.00 a Year - 

Give a subscription as a gift to a relative or friend. 

Send your subscriptions or retwwak lo 

THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
12472 Beacon Avenue So., Seatde, Washington 98 I78 

Please notify the Business Manager promptly upon a change of address to insure receipt of 
evary issue of the Concordia Lutheran. The United States Post Office Department, at present, 
does not forward this publication, even within the same city. 


