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To show, on the basis of Soripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ,
they are to lead. godly lives.
To furnish
aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion
and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our
Scriptural
stand, that our Concor’dia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice
the
Word of God in its full ,truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s
institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church
on earth.
To seek out all who truly
share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine
and practice, and to urge the mutual
public acknowledgment
of such God-given
unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture
of divergent
teachings
but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together
in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent
historical
information
which
has a bearing
upon the
Church
and to expose modern
philosophical thought
and the so-called scientific theories
which
contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various
so“Lutheran”
called
church
bodies
by
comparing
their
teaching
and practice
with
what
is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching
and practice
wherever
it makes its appearance
and to
keep abreast
of the current
happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual
in our reporting
and freely
to correct
any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify
any information
or
statement
of doctrine
or practice
which
may be unclear
to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

God’s Cammarnd for the New Year:
“GO FORWARD”
Ry the grace of God we have
started another
mile of ouy
earthly pilgrimage xnd have begun a new chapter of our biography. What lies ahead for us,
our families, our congregations,
and our Conference, only God
knows. There may be peace and
joy, but also trial a.nd sorrow.
In either case we must take Jesus with us, h.umbly trusting His
grace & help and imploring His
mercy and blkssing. While many,
in despair and fear, dread the
future, we are commanded by
our Lord to jlro,ceed in &is na~nze,
even as He told Moses, “S:necrl’,:

His gracious guidance, we will
have nothing to fear.
.To walk the wa,y of God will
require proper light. As Israel
traveled about, God led the way
by a pillar of cloud by. day and
a pillar of fire by night. What
light do we have for 1965? What
will brighten our pathway when
days become dark and gloomy?
lanzp
David says, “Thy Wwd is CG
202to

~KW"
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feet and a,light unto my

PSALM 11.9:105. In the

light of that precious Word let
us journey on, using it for doctrine, reproof, correction, and
instruction in righteousness and
w2to the children of Isam that abiding by it faithfully!
Ex. 14: 15..
To go forward as did Israel,
they GO FORW.ARD!"
As we heed t.his command, we we must take the rod which God
gives us. When Moses stretched
will learn that our journey will
be the way wlhich God chooses out his rod over the roaring
for us. What way did He choose waves, God caused the waters to
for the Israelites when, pursued part, and all the people passed
by Egyptian hosts, they came over safely on dry ground. Then
to the Red Sea? God said, “GO the rod was lifted again, and the
waters plunged
together to
foiawnrd !” The ensuing miracle
proved that God’s way is always drown the Egyptian hosts.
The rod for our journey thru
right. In this New Year we are
1965 is our Christian
faith,
also to proceed on the pathway
which God has appointed for us. which clings to the only RedeemThere will be difficulties ; Satan, er from sin, death, and the devil.
Such faith is our staff and stay?
the world, and our flesh will
shielding us against Satan’s aspursue us ; our own faults will
saults and making a way of estrouble us ; our weaknesses will
discourage us; and the cares of cape out of trials and temptathis life will weigh heavily upon tions. If we ,hold fast to that
us. But if we proceed in Jesus’ faith, nothing will separate us
name an.d commend ourselves to from the love of God which is.
3

in Christ Jesus.
Going forward in Jesus’ name
will also bring us to that land
whcich God, has prepared for us.
As Israel wandered in the wilderness, each day brought them
closer to the promised land of
Canaan, and finally the goal was
reached. We are journeying to
the heavenly Canaan, to that
place of bliss which marks the
end of our earthly pilgrimage.
Knowing that this lies ahead, we
will be pa.tient in tribulation &
rejoicing in hope. We will continue, to seek first the Kingdom
of God, and when we have finished our course, we will say with
Paul, “I have kept the faith;
henceforth them is laid’ up for
me a crown
of righteousness!”
II TIMOTHY 4:7-8.

With the beginning of another
year, God’s command comes to
us all: “Go forward!” May our
eager response be:
In spite of ills that threaten
WY,
We’ll‘ watk with Jesus- all
the way!

-0. Iv. s.

we have just entered a new
year. It is now the year 1965
Anno Domini, in the year of our
Lord. The closing of the old year
and the entering in of the new
year is generally celebrated with
special festivities. Unfortunately, such festivities for the unbelieving children of the world
usually consist in all manner of
drunkenness and licentiousness.
The c&hange of the calendar is
actually a very powerful sermon
to the unbelievers
reminding
them th;at they are one year
closer to the time when they
must die. Would to God that
they would take such a sermon
to heart, repent of their sins,
and cast themselves upon Christ
who has suffered and died for
the sins of the world. But alas,
they stifle this warning cry and
continue to live according to the
motto: “Eu-t, c-b+&, und be merry, for tomorrow

me die.”

On the other hand, the children of the Lord also observe
the change of the year. The
Christmas message ,still rings
within our hearts, “Unto gou is
hom this d&y in the city of David n Saviozw, which is Christ
the Lord,” LUKE 2: II. And on

New Year% Day, the eighth day
after the Savior’s lowly birth,
Jesus was formally put under
the Law by the act of circumcision to fulfil the Law as man’s
Substitute (LUKE 2: 21). Such

events are observed by our congregations in special services.

His beloved Son who now assures us: “I ccm the Good Shep-

As we Christians face this
year of 1965, our hearts should
be filled with joy because the
Lord assures us through the pen
of the Apostle: “Nevertheless

herd., and know My sheep, and
am known of Mine. . . . My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them,
an.d they follow Me,” (JOHN IO:

14ff).

the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth) them thai alre His,”

What comfort for us Christians! During
the new year
when we are plagued because
our sins weigh heavily upon us,
the Lord knows us and through
the precious Gospel message He
assures us that Jesus bore the
wrath and punishment of God
long ago for us, so that we have
redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace
(EPHESIANS 15’).
When the
temptation becomes so strong
that we think we shall nbt be
able to endure, the Lord assures
us with His promise, “There

The Church
is built upon Christ,
the sure
Foundation, not upon a sinful,
fallible human being. The waves
of affliction. and tribulation beat
against the Church and Satan
seeks to destroy it, but it stands
immovable
! Xt is built upon
Christ, the Rock of Ages. And as
long as our faith is built upon
this Christ, it will never be put
to shame, for He has satisfied
the ,justiee of God and paid the
penalty for our sins with His
own holy blood.
(II TIMOYJHY 2:

19)

l

ha,th no tempta.tion taken you
but such as is common to man :
but God is faithfal, who will not
su#er you to be tempted above
thut ye are a,ble; but will with
the temptation also make a way
to escupe, that ye “may be able to
bear it,” (I COR. IO: 13). When

But because of our sinful flesh

our thoughts are often fearful
2nd apprehensive. We think of a
thousand and one misfortunes
~;h.ich could beMl us. But here
again, we Christians have the
sweetest co,mfort fey the new
year. We are the Lord’s ! Thru
the precious means of grace, God
idle Holy Spirit has worked the
true s a v i n g f a i t h within our
&arts so that we trust and rely
on Jesus as our only Savior from
sin, death, and hell. We are the
beloved children of our dear heavenly Father through fa,ith in

the c r o s s becomes especially
heavy, the Lord comforts us:
“Feccr not: for I hnve redeemed
th.ee, I have called tlzee by thy
n.ame; thou art Mine. When thou
passest through the waterq I
will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall n.ot overflow thee: when. thou wa.lkest
5

through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned; neither
shall the
flume kindle upon thee. For I
am the Lord thy God, the Holy
One of Israel, thy S cr,vi 0 u r ,”
(k3AIAH 43: l-3).

God will make
all things work together for our
good, yea, even those things
which.seem evil to us and harmful (RoMANS 8: 28).
A Christian whose heart is
truly filled with joy and comfort
will also have the resolution to
live unto Him who gave him
such blessings. ‘,I,, any man be
in Christ, he is a new crca3ure:
old things are passed away; behold, alt things are become new,”
(II COR. 5: 17). Let us not de-

ceive o u r s e 1v e s into thinking
that we have already reached the
state of perfection. ! “Fos* if we

our Conference should strive. to
be more faithful in hearing the
Word of God proclaimed in the
public services of our congrewtions, more diligent in reading
and studying the Word of Life
within the privacy of our homes,
and more frequent in our attendance and more diligent in our
preparation for the Lord’s Supper. Then, my fellow-believers,
let our prayers come before the
presence of God that everything
we do also as a Conference may
be to His glory and the gaining
of many more souls to share the
joy and comfort whi.ch we already know !
Your servant in Christ,
M. L. Natterer, president

sny that we hacveno sin, zue deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in Us,” (I JOHN 1:8). Like

the Apostle Paul (PHIL. 3: I%‘),
we strive with the help of God’s
Holy Spirit to crucify the flesh
with the affections and lusts and
do only those things which are
well-pleasing unto our dear Savior. Of ourselves we cxt not
carry out such a resolution because we are so miserably frail
and weak. Hence we must make
diligent use of the means which
God has placed at our disposal,
the Word and Sacrammts, to
strengthen and support us in
c a.r r y i n g o u t this resolution.
This means that all of us within

THEY FOUND HIM IN TW.Z
TEMPLE, SITTING IN THE
MIDST OF THE DOCTORS,BOTH
HEARING THEM, AND ASKING
THEM QUESTIONS.

Luke 2 :.&6.

of the WiORLD

JEZSUS, THE LIGHT
An

Epiphuny

Meditation

On January 6th the Christian
Church observed one of its oldest festivals, dating back to the
end of the second century, namely, the Epiphany Festival. The
word “Epiphany” means %a&
festation” or ‘iappearingr’P The
Gospel Lesson for this festival
(MATTHEW 2: l-12) tells how the
Lord manifested Himself as the
promised Messiah to the Wise
Nen from the East, the representatives of Cent i 1es everywhere. This Epiphany clearly
demonstrates that Jesus is the
Savior of both the Jew and the
Gentile, that He is the Light of
the world to bring men to faith
and to point them to heaven.
In the 60th chapter of his
book the prophet Isaiah speaks
of the promised Messiah as this
Light of all mankind. .Writing
t,o God’s chosen people at a. time
when divine judgments rested
upon them for their idolatry and
unbelief, Isaiah looks beyond to
a b r i gh t e r day when Christ
would come to suffer and die for
all men’s sins a.nd to establish
His spiritual
kingdom, the
Church, here on earth. He said,

5-6.

In the fulness of time that
Light, the Savior, came to redeem all mankind, and His sa-.
crifice on the cross paid the full
price of our deliverance. We rejoice in that Light and praise
Him for all that He has done
for us that we might have forgiveness and be .made heirs of
eternal life.
From all corners of the earth
people have been drawn. to this
Light
of the world and have
found that pea.eewhich only the
Lord can give. It is their desire
to place Christ ahead of everything and to reflect His. glory
on this earth. Hence the real
strength of the Church and its
members lies in their consecration to the Light of the world
and to the message of truth.
Happy and blessed are all they
who belong to this glorious company and family of God!
To all the faithful Isaiah says,
“Arise, shine!” ISAIAH 60: 1. Jesus declares, “What I teZ1yozt in
darkness, th/cctspeak ye in light;
whxxt ye hear in the ear, that
preach ye upon the h,ousetops!”
MATTHEW 10:2X The true spirit
of Epiphany is MISSIONS, bring-

“The Lord shall arise upon thee,
mad His glory shall be seen upon
thee! . . . The forces of the Gentiles
shall come unto thee! . . .
They shctlZ show forth the praises of t?w Imd!”
ISAIAH 60:2 ;

ing the Light of the world to
souls lost in spiritual darkness.
We, too, are to shine as lights
and reflectors of the Lord. By
7

centered faith and life. This is
our greatest c h a 11e n g e during
1965. If we meet it with God’s
help, He will bless all our missionary efforts. May He who is
the Light of the world keep us
in the true faith until we behold
His majestic Epiph.any in hea.ven !
-0. w. s.

prayer, personal testimony, and
generous gifts for mission work
we should send forth the rays of
the light of God’s Word among
the lost and despairing.
It behooves us all to consecrate ourselves anew to our mission tasks and resolve to help
brighten the world by a Christ-

WHO IS TO ACCEPT
BABE IN BETHLEHEM AS HIS SAVIOR?
THE HOLY ANGELS
Do NOT NEED A REDEEMER,
AND THE DEVILS DO NOT WANT HIM.
BUT wE NEED HI&X, AND FOR OUR SAKES
f3E CAME IN THE FLESHY
---Tuther

If we would fully realize the great honor bestowed upon us is?
thut the Son of God became MAN, zue would not hate any one of
ow f ellownzen.
-LUTHER
8

u

’ e ivering
DI

thee frdm the people,
\and fr0.m the Gentiles, unto whom
now I send thee, to open their eyes,
an-d to. turn th em from darkess
to
Kght, and from the power of’ Satan
unto God, that they mzay receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by
A&
26: t 7,I8.
faith that is in me.”

From these words we see that
it is -the minister’s responsibility
to do battle against the devil, He
is to rescue and convert out of
Satan’s power all those to whom
he has been called and to bring
each one to faith. And when
such a one has become a befiever,
the minister is to watch over
him tha,t he does not again fall
away, and help him along the
path of life by counsel, admonition, warning, and comfort. He
is to stand by him in good and
evil days and, finally, lead him
through the last battle of death
into yonder h.eavenly kingdom.
He should, accordingly, awaken out of their spiritual
sleep all such who securely and
thoughtlessly think that they
need not be concerned about heaven or’ hell, that they may eventually also become disturbed and
concerned about their soul’s salvation, that they may recognize
the danger of losing their sslvation and therefore earnestly ask,

“What shall we do to be saved?”
A minister, furthermore, should.
rescue such who- 1ov e sin andwho have been bound withy such
cords of vice that they cannot
unloosen themselves, that they
also finally may detest their pet.
sins and, having. become. repenta.nt over them, cry out in tears,
“What have I done? Father, I
have sinned against heaven and
Thee, and am no mole.worthy to
be called Thy son !” -Those whoseek their heaven here on earth
a.nd stake. their happiness and
welfare on the riches, joys, 01
honors of this world, a. minister
should bring to the point where
they are filled with loathing against the w or1 d and say,
“World, farewell! I am tired of
you, I want to get to heaven! 0
earthly glory, .I do not want you,
I do not like you!” -Those wh.o
a.re self-righteous, who,. conside?*
themselves virtuous and deserving of eternal reward becaus,e
they outwardly live a blameless
life, a minister should bring to
the realization that they are
poor sinners who bewail their
condition and with the publican
learn to confess, LUICE 18: 13,
“God be mercifti.i to me a sinner !99-Those to whom the Gos-

pel is foolishness, who rely on
their own reason, who want to
belong to the enlightened and

wise of this world, a minister
must get to cry out with Paul,
but
loss for
“I count all things
the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord. He,
the Crucified, is my wisdom,
righteousness, sctnctif ica tion, &
redemption!”

If now a minister
has thus
robbed hell of its booty, having
brought to Christ all the souls
entrusted to him, he thereby has
not by any means yet completed
the work with which he has been
charged. Now he must, stand as a
guard on the battlement, watching and spying day and night
whether or not the danger of being misled or of backsliding is
threatening his flock. As a spiritual father he must then seek to
nourish, strengthen, a,nd rear
the spiritual children. If wolves
in sheep’s clothing approach,
that is, false teachers come with
their deceptions, he must fearlessly warn the entrusted souls
against them. He must uncover
and rebuke their false doctrine
and thus fight against thcfm. On
the other hand, he must earnestly defend the pure doctrine and
not neglect one iota of it, regardless of whether peace or discord
should now a,rise as the result,
regardless of whether people for
t.1~a.treason praise or coursehim.
If sin, offenses, dangerous customs, worldlines& and the like,
force their way into the congregation, he must quickly set him-

self against them. He must rebuke, threaten, admonish, and
keep at it regardless
of the
times, whether it will be favorably or unfavorably received by
his parishioners, regardless of
whether it makes friends or enemies for him, whether it brings
him honor or disgrace. When he
notices that there is a w ea k
sheep in his flock,
he must
strengihen it. (If he sees one that
is sick, he must tend and nurse
it. If he sees one that is sad and
undergoing trials and temptations, he must comfort it. If he
sees one that has fallen, he must.
help it up again. If he sees one
that is lost, he must go after it
and search for it and not rest
until he h.as found it and can
carry it back home to the faithful flock, Where the enemy succeeds in breaking into the congregation, he must stand i.n the
brcaeh as an unyielding wall against the onrushing corruption
and against the consequent punishments and judgments of the
Lord. He must be the light which
shines upon all in the hozse; He
must be the salt of the earth
which resists t.he corruption of
error a,nd sin. He must be the
physician who gives the right
medicine for all ailments of the
soul ,and properly binds up the
wounds. He must be the intercessor who daily appears before
God in behalf of all. He must be
the mother who carries all in his
10

heart with tender love. In brief,
he must be the good shepherd
who rightly feeds and fights, instructs and defends, and in time
of danger will never flee as an
hireling, but is 1:ea d y to 1a.y
down his life for his sheep. On
judgment day he should be able
to say to God, “%ehold, h.ere I
awh, Lord, and all the chi&cn

WE FACE THE
NEW

YEAR

4
GREAT GOD, WE SING THAT
MIGHTY HAND
BY WHICH SUPPORTEDSTILL
WE STAND.
THE OP'NING YEAR THY
MERCY SHOWS;
LET MERCY CROWN IT TILL
IT CLOSE.

which Thou hast given me;
count them, Lor+d, --behold, I
have lost none of them.”
Give us such m/en who unafraid
Point out to us the saving
/way,
UVzich Thou Thyself for us
ha.st laid;

44
FATHER LET ME DEDICATE
ALL THIS YEARTO THEE,
IN
WHATEVER EARTHLY
STATE
THOU WILT HAVE ME BE.
NOTFROM SORROW,PAIN,OR
CARE
FREEDOM DO 1 CLAIM;
THIS ALONE SHALL BE MY
PRAYER:
GLORIFY .THY NAME.

Thu.t Satan.‘s awful power
and might
May not envelope
us in
Amen.
night!
Taegliche Hausandacht

444

C. F. W. Walther (Cwull)
--Translated by E. L. M.

OHHELPUSTOFORSAKEALL
SIN,
A NEW AND HOLIER COURSE
BEGIN!
MARK NOTWHATONCEWAS
DONE AMISS;
A HAPPIER,BETTERYEAR BE
THIS.
4444

-The

Lutheran

Hymnal

119: 1; 118: 1; 125: 4.
44444
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