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Could

Ye Not
[A Pre-Lenten

Watch
Meditation

On Wednesday, March 3, a
new Lenten Se!asonbegins. Lent,
an old Anglo-Saxon word meaning springt&e, is the season of
the church-year in which Christians give particular attention to
the Great Passion of our Lord
and S,avior, Jesus Christ, His intense suffering and His death
upon the cross for the sins of
the world. During Lent most
Christian congregations, in their
Christian liberty, that is, not by
Divine command, but in order to
provide time and opportunity
for public worship, set aside a
special day and time for midweek Lenten services. They do
this in order to watch with Jesus in His most holy passion, to
observe and meditate upon all
that He did to redeem them from
sin, death, and the power of the
devil. By such special meditation upon this very center and
kernel of the Gospel, Christians
want to be strengthened in their
saving faith unto life eternal
and also be motivated by His
grace for a holier, happier, and
more consecrated Christilan life.
Do ~0%~as a Christian, want
your church to hold such special
mid-week Lenten services? And
when your church does arrange
to hold them, do you, too, as a
member of Christ, want to attend them? This wanting, this
Christian desire, this need to be
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strengthened by the Savior’s
grace is a. very important thing;
for, to a very great extent, a
person’s thinking
and desire
govern his life and action, “AS
he thinketh
he.”

in his heart, so is
(PROVERBS 23: 7)

Let us assume that you do
want to attend your Lenten services and watch with your Savior in His suffering. For such
:an attitude is rightly to be assumed of every true Christian.
Yet, most likely, you find that
you are very busy, and your
weekly schedule of activities is
very full. Of course, you are not
alone in this. Nowadays everybody is just about as busy as
you; and some people, are even
busier than you. But, after all,
you are you ; and you have to arrange your own schedule of daily
Therefore,
and weekly living.
under the pressure of this temptation of the world intruding itself upon your life, you may at
first weaken and come to this
conclusion: I go to church on
Sundays. Surely that is enough.
The Lenten services usually last
only about one hour, but still
that one extra hour is too much
for me. I am too busy to go.
But don’t stop here in your
thinking and planning; for you
are a Christian, and your dear
Savior, ever present with His
blessed Word of Life, is at your

side and has something to say to
you. As He said to Pet,er when
he and the other disciples failed
to watch with Him in His passion, so also He says to you:
“What, could ye not watch with
me one hour?” His question is

intended to make us think, think
things through further than we
would without Him to guide us.
IIe wants us also to think over
this matter before us not with
the perverted mind of the world
but with the mind of Christ.
“Let this mind be in you which
w,as also in Christ Jesus.” (PHIEIPPIANS 2: 5)

LUTHER on DEATH
18th the Lutheran
On February
Church takes note of the anniversary
of the death of Martin Luther (I 546).
The following statements taken from
his Table-Talk are the Christian convictions of the great Reformer on
the subject of death.

“We must die and suffer death,
but whoso holds on God’s Word,
shall not feel death, but depart
as in a sleep. . . . Therefore when
thou comest to die, make no dispute at all, but from thy heart
say: I believe in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God; I ask no more.”

If you then do this, dear fellow Christians, what will you
$
answer to your Savior’s ques“C o m f o r t thyself against
tion? Will you say: No, Lord, I death and sin; be not afraid, nor
have already so fully committed
faint, for thou hast no cause;
myself to the world with all its Christ suffered death for thee
business and activity that I just and prevailed for thy comfort
can’t arrange to watch with you and defense, and for that cause
even in this one extra hour. ? He sits at the right hand of God,
Or will you tell EIim: Yes, dear His heavenly Father, to deliver
Lord, I will not let the world so thee.”
fully claim me and my time that
$
I have only very little or no time
*‘Lord Jesus Christ, accept my
for you and all the blessings you
want to give me. I want to watch soul, 0 heavenly Father, though
with you in your bitter passion. I must leave this body and be
Therefore,
by your gracious torn from life, yet I know for
help, I ‘am going to find a way to sure that I shall abide eternally
do it. ? Where there is a will, with Thee, and no one can take
me out of Thy hands. Father,
there is usually a way.
into Thy hands I commend my
May we all plan now to watch spirit. Thou hast redeemed me,
with Jesus this Lenten Season! Thou faithful God.”
-H. D. M.
-0. w. 23.

Taegliche Huusandacht, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by E. L. M.
“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciiiation.”

Woe to the Christian ministers if they had nothing but the
Law to preach! For thereby
their hearers would indeed become hungry, but they would not
be filled; they thereby would indeed be roused out of their smug
security, but they would not obtain peace; they thereby would
indeed learn to know their need,
but they would be left without
help and deliverance ; they thereby would indeed be prompted
anxiously to inquire, “What
must we do to be saved?” but
the ministers would have no answer for them. And if such ministers continued until Judgment
Day ever so earnestly to proclaim the Law of God, still no
one’s heart would be renewed,
no person would truly be converted to God.
But God be praised! Ministers
have been given a means which
is so glorious, so precious, so
strong, such a power of God,
thtat on all those who have been
struck down and spiritually
killed by the Law, it performs
that wonder of which our text
speaks, which has been entrusted to a true and faithful minister of the Word. This glorious,
precious, strong, and divinely

powerful means is the Gospel,
namely, this good news: “This
is a faithful
saying, and worthy
of all accept,ation, that Christ

Jesus came into the woq-ld to
save sinners”; this good news:
“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting
life”;
this good
news: Vesus sinners doth receive. He is the Physician of the
sick and the faint and not of the
healthy crnd the strong.” This

message, concerning the righteousness by God’s grace, causes
the New Testament ministry to
be a ministry
of the Spirit,
which makes alive. This message
supplies the ministry with an
overwhelming
c 1e a r n e s s by
which it far, far outshines the
ministry of Moses, the ministry
of the letter, the ministry of the
Law.
0 glorious ministry ! If a person is deeply disturbed at heart
by the fact that he must perfectly keep God’s Law, and still
cannot succeed in doing so, and
he a.sks: “What shall I do to become righteous ?” the true ministers of the Gospel may and
should answer him: “Christ is

the end of the Law, believe in
Him; you are then righteous.”
-0 glorious ministry! If a person has come to a living knowledge of sin, and he now asks:
“What shall I do to get rid of
my immeasurable guilt and become pure?” the true ministers
of the Gospel may and should
answer: “The Mood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us
from all sin.” -0 glorious mini-

stry! If a person realizes that
even though he is a Christian,
he still cannot hope to see the
Lord except he lead a holy life,
and he now asks: “Where can I
obtain the power t,o lead a holy
life?” then the true ministers
of the Gospel may and should
answer him: “By faith hold fast
to Jesus, for without Him you
can do nothing, but you can do
all things through
Him who
strengthens you.” -0 glorious
ministry! If a person comes and
inquires: “Alas, I was at one
time a believing Christian, and
I was so blessed, but I allowed
sin to make a fool out of me. I
have fallen deeply, deeply have I
fallen ! Is there yet help for me,
too?” then the true ministers of
the Gospel may land should answer: “Yes, even for you there
is still help ; only don’t attempt
to help yourself. Entrust yourself to Jesus, for He ascended on
high in order to take captivity
captive and to receive gifts for
men, also for the backsliders!”
-0 glorious ministry ! A person

may be ever so sick in his soul,
yet ministers are able to heal
him through the Gospel. A person may have sunk ever so deeply into the corruption of sins,
yet they can rescue him through
the Gospel. A person may be
ever so sad, terrified, and tempted, yet they can comfort him
through the Gospel. Yes, regardless of what condition a person
may find himself in, and even if
he should think there is no more
hope left, that he must lose his
salvation, to such a one they can
comfortingly say: “No, as surely as God lives, God doesn’t want
any person to lose his salvation,
neither does He desire you to
lose yours ; you shall not be lost ;
you, too, shall be saved; only
turn to Jesus, He can always
save those who co m e to God
through Him.” And even though
a sinner in his dying moments
first cries out: “God, what have
I done? Woe to me! Now it is
too late ! I am lost !” true ministers of the Gospel may and
should call out to him: “No, no,
it is not too late! You are not
lost! Commit your departing
soul to Jesus, then you too shall
today yet be with Him in paradise.” 0 glorious, exalted ministry, too exalted for the angels !
-0, therefore, let us constantly
hold it in high esteem. Let us
not look at the person who is
conducting it and despise it because he is a weak and sinful
human being. You must rather
18

look to Him who ordained this
ministry, be- in living awareness
of His boundless goodness. which
He demonstrates to us through
His holy ministry, and faithfully
use it. We will then experience
the blessings of this ministry.
And one day we wili, through
this Gospel ministry be gathered
in as a. fully matured sheaf into
the harvest hall of heaven.
For such salvation, Lord, be
praised,
Let us therein continue;
BP- faith map WB to. Xhee be
raised;
Thy S:pirit’s
Word. help
cling to..
Hold fast to it in every way,
in meekness, love, joy, reverence sag:
‘T&JGod%, to Him be glory!
Amen,.

Presidemt’s

Cdzmm

“And Eswc~ went oat to. meditate in the f&&l at the- eventide.”

(Genesis 24: 63a) What a beautiful picture this presents to us.
Isaac had w o rke d diligently
throughout the long day and
now eventide had come and before retiring for the night he
went out into the field to me&tate. This was the time when he
would be able, without any d.istractions, to coneemtrate
on
spiritual matters and to make
known his requests unto the
Lord in prayer. He was. aware of
the fact that his father, Abra-

ham, had sent his servant, Eliezer, into the land of Mesopo.tamia to secure a believing wife
for him. No doubt, this coming
marriage occupied his thoughts
at this time.
HOW much time do we Christians set aside to meditate upon
the thins pertaining
to our
so,uI% salvation? We know, of
course, that we are in the world ;
yet, we are not to be of the world.
But, alas, because of our sinful
flesh we become so engrossed in
the things of this life that the
hustle and bustle of every day
activities& seemingly afford us
li%tIe or n.o time for a quiet and
undisturbed p e r i o d of devout
meditation and prayer.
What; a refreshing experience
it. is for a believer to meditate
upon God’s blessings. We had
this brought vividly to our attention during the Christmas
holidays when a severe flood
raged throug.hout
the greater
part of the Northwest. Vast
areas were completely inundated
and homes were torn loose from
their foundations and swept away. But how good the Lord was
to. the members of our congregations! Although in many instances the flood waters came
precariously close, none of our
mris-Goners lost home or possessions, As we meditate upon
s.uch undeserved kindness, we
are reminded ef the words of
the Psalmist: “The angel of the
Continued on page21

Y

for

YOUR

During this month Americans
observed the birthdays of two
former Presidents:
that of
Abraham Lincoln on February
12 and that of George Washington on February 22. Throughout
the world these men are known
for the noble service which they
rendered our country in the
highest office in the land. These
special days also serve to remind
the Christian citizen that the
government is an ordinance of
God, for St. Paul writes: “The
po/wers that be
God . . . He [the
the minister of
good.” ROMANS

are ordained of

government]

is

God to thee for

13: 1,4.
About a month ago the 36th
President of the United States,
Lyndon B. Johnson, was inaugurated and entered upon his
solemn duties as the leader of
our nation. It is fitting and proper that we as Christian citizens
show a wholehearted interest in
our government, support it to
the best of our ability, and above
all, pray for the welfare of our
‘President and all other officials,
Such prayer is especially important since many who occupy
governmental posts are irreligious or at best nominal church
members. In his letters Paul often stressed the necessity
of
praying for those in authority,
as in I TIMOTHY 2: l-2: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all,
supplication.s, prayers, int~rces-

C UNTRY

sions, and giving of thanks, be
rrzade for a.11men; for kings, and
for all that are in authority:
that we may lead a quiet and
pe,aceable life in all godliness
and honesty?

In the light of this divine admonition through the apostle
may we always remember to include civil authorities in our
daily prayers, as we say:
“0 merciful Flather in heaven,
who holdest in Thy hand all the
might of man, and who hast ordained the powers that be fdr
the punishment of evildoers and
for the praise of thena that do
well, and of whom is all rule and
authority
in the kingdoms of
the world, we humbly beseech
Thee, graciously
reg,ard Thy
servants, the President’ of the
United States, our governors,
our judges and magistrates, &
all the rulers of the earth, that
all who receive the sword, as
Thy ministers, may bea,r it according to Thy commandment.
So replenish them with Thy
grace that they may always incline to Thy will and walk in
Thy way. Set them all to be instruments of Thy blessitigs and
crown them with lovingikindness and tender mercies forevermore, so that we, with them,
mazj show forth the praise of
Thy name, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.”
-0. w. s.

Continued

from

page 19

Lord encampeth
round about
thewb that fear Him, and deliverth thewb.” (Ps. 34:7) Medi-

tating merely upon the earthly
benefits which our heavenly Father bestows upon us, causes us
to exclaim with Isaac’s son: “I
am not worthy of the least of all
the mercies, and of all the truth,
which Thou hast showed unto
Thy servant.” (Genesis 32: IO)

in Christ the Lord. By grace
through faith in Christ we have
as our very own possession the
forgiveness of sins, peace of
heart and mind, and the assurance of an everlasting life with
Jesus in the joys of heaven. “For
God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth
in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3: 16)

Ah, but meditate
upon the
spiritual b 1e s s i n g s which far
outshine the greatest earthly delights! “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us? (Rom.
5 ~8) We, who are but dust and
ashes, enjoy the mercy of God

Let us strive to follow the example of Isaac in this respect
and make meditation and prayer
our daily business and delight.

The Great Commission of our
Lord commands His followers:

this world stands and as long as
there are those who do not know
the way of salvation, for our
Lord “will have all men to be

“Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptkkg
them in the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you.” MATTHEW 28:19,

20. We Christians should obey
this commandment, as all others,
out of love for our Savior, who
gave His All for us. “We love
Him, because He first loved us.”
1 JOHN 4:19.

We should do mission work,
not only out of love for Him, but
also out of love for the souls of
our fellowmen.
Mission programs must continue as long as

Your servant in Christ,
M. L. Natterer, President

saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.” I TIM.

2:4. The extension of His Kingdom requires manifestation of
our fruits of faith by substantial contributions of gifts and
talents to His service. By way of
the traditional “Mission Festival,” a special worship service is
dedicated to the promotion of
missions, by sermon, hymns, and
a special monetary offering reserved for this purpose.
Mission Programs in our communities are conducted by the
pastor and members within a

Christian congregation, A formal mission program would include an active canvass of the respective community, to search
for and to reach out to the unchurched.
We do mission work among all
our acquaintances -by word &
example. Our every conduct,
whether we wake or sleep,
should be to His honor & glory.

have in our physical edifice is reflected to the outside world. This
also, indirectly, is mission work.
When new souls have been
won for Christ, they must be
nurtured in a spiritual sense as
a child in a physical sense. “As
newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye
may GROWthereby.” I PETER 2: 2.

Our Savior clearly teaches us
that we are to receive our new
fellow-Christians
in the spirit
of true Christian love, exercising
caution and patience, lest we,
unintentionally,
give offense.
All the children of the Lord
will earnestly strive to follow
His command and example:

“Let your light so shine before
nwu;. that they may see your

good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaveiz.rt
MA.~TEIEW 5: 16.

It is, of course, self-evident,
that regular attendance at the
church services and Bible study
is a prerequisite for effective
mission work. "Not forsaking

“This is my commandment, That
ye .love one another, as 1 have
loved you? JOHN X:12. “By
this shall a-11men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love
one to! another.” JOHN 13:35.

the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some
is.” HEBEEWS IO: 25. Obviously,

it is important that we set a
good example in our Christian
life, to induce others to Christ!
Then, they too will exclaim wi.th
the Psalmist : ‘“I was glad when

Christian love must always
prevail, especially for those who
are of the ‘“household of faith.”
We must bear in mind that it is
far easier to gain a brother than
it is to regain him. PROV. 18: 19.
Mission work, then is Zove:
Love for our Savior and love for
the souls of our fellowmen. May
the good and gracious Lord forgive us for not having loved and
may He graciously help us ever
to improve in this important
Christian virtue.
Board Member at Large,
Mr. Walter Fischer
Through his pastor, M. L. N.

they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” PSALM

122: Ii
Members within the Christian congregation should, in all
diligence, construct & maintain,
within their means, an impressive Temple of the Lord land attractive surroundings
: “Our
holy and beautiful house, where
our father’s pruised Thee.” IS.

64:ll. ‘The 1ove we have for the
Lord, and the godly pride we
22

THE CHRISTIAN

ad

his EARTHLY CALLING

The Christian’s life is a faith-life, a life in faith ; it flows out
of fa,ith as water out of a spring, and as fruit grows on a tree.
The true faith of a Christian will always produce a truly Christian
life. Both faith and life, however, are regulated alone by God’s
Word as the sole rule and standard of conduct. This brings us to
our first Thesis, which is re:ally of an introductory nature.
THESIS
The ,Christian

1.

tinducts
himself alone according
to God’s
not only in faith but atso in life.

Word,

A Christian submits himself alone t.o God’s Word in faith and
life. A.s the Christian gets the answer to the question: What shall
I believe in order to be saved? alone from God’s Word, so he also
finds alone in God’s Word the right answer to the question: What
shall I do that my life may please God? As faith apart from God’s
Word is unbelief and superstition, so also all life without God’s
Word is a godless life. To the extent that a person departs from
God’s Word in matters of faith, to that extent he falls into souldestroying errors ; and to the extent that he departs from God’s
Word in his life, to that extent it is a wasted and God-displeasing
life. -A Christian, however, strives to conduct himself according
to the entire Holy Scriptures. He accepts all the teachings of faith
which are therein revealed; he pays attention to and earnestly endeavors to follow all the rules of life given in them. Not one article
of faith does he despise, he permits no comma,ndment of God to escape his eye. He wants nothing more, however, than the Scriptures; he wants nothing but God’s Word for faith and life. St.
Paul says, God’s Word is able to make us wise unto salvation. It
must then certainly contain everything that is necessary for salvation, 2 TIM. 3: 15-1’1. Yes, it is profitable - for faith - for dottrine, that we can come to a full understanding of the truth; for
rqwoof, namely, of false teachings, thlat we are not misled by
them. Scripture is profitable - for our life - for correction, that
we avoid the byways of sin; for instruction in righteousness, t;hat
we travel the right path of life.
God’s Word, accordingly, in the first place, is the foundation
of our faith. What has not been revealed in God’s Word is not a
23

matter of faith. God Himself testifies to that, as we read in JAR.
“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not C~CCOTding to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Who-

g:zo,

ever seeks a different guiding star for his faith than the Law and
Testimony, he will nevermore find the Light of Truth but will remain sitting in darkness. JOHN 5:39, Jesus cries out, “Seay& the
Scriptures; for i.n them ye thknk ye have eternal life: and they
are th.ey that testify of ww.” And in LUKE 1629 it is written,
“They have Moses and the prophets; let tkwm heagn them.” For

that reason d;uther also declares, “Faith cannot exist or stand
without the Word of G-od”; furthermore, “To faith, above all
things, belongs God’s Word as its foundation and rock,” (St. L.
Ed. XII, 704 and XI, 340) ; furthermore, “No sooner and no farther
should you believe except you have God’s Word upon which to base
it; for the essence and nature of faith is thbat’ it builds itself on
and entrusts itself to God’s Word. And where there is no Word of
God, there faith may and should not be found . . . God has never
required that His works should be believed without His Word.”
(St. L. Ed. XI, 337.)
But God’s Word, secondly, is also the only stan’tard of our
life. Whoever has God’s Word, he thereby has a safe heavenly
guide along the misleading ways of this world. God has clearly
and explicitly told us what we should do and what we should not
do ; He has predetermined the way which we are to go. If now we
do what God has commanded, if we do not do that which He has
forbidden, if we go the way which He has directed, then we are
acting according to God’s will.
And God’s Word furnishes the Christian with the rules for
all the circumstances of this life. A Christian may get into ever
so difficult circumstances, God’s Word counsels him how he should
conduct himself in ‘,his life before God, his neighbor, and himself.
We find directions in God’s Word for every class of people in this
life. In his Table of Duties Luther has collectively from God’s
Word set forth the duties for all cl.asses of people and stations of
life. If a person is a speaker or a listener, ruler or subject, lord or
servant -each finds his instructions how he should conduct himself in Kis particular life’s work. Tlhere is no virtue but God’s
Word specifically commands it; there is no vice but God’s Word
explicitly condemns it. Therefore Koecher correctly declares, “Let
anyone point out to us something which a person owes his Creator,
himself, and others like him, which is not prescribed and empha24

sized in these holy books. What true virtue can be named which
these do not enjoin and what vice which they do not forbid?
What generation, what age, what race, what class of people does
the Word of God not cover with its instructions; on the one hand
what they are obliged to do in this earthly life, and on the other
hand what the must avoid and omit? People of high and of low
degree, rich and poor, old and young, men and women, rulers and
subjects, teachers and students, parents and children, gentlemen
and ladies, servants and maids are all reminded of their personal
and particular duties in these Holy Scriptures. Is it possible to
imagine any happening, any good fortune or misfortune for which
the Scriptures do not prescribe the necessary rules?”
Whoever therefore departs from God’s Word in his life, he
falls into utter foolishness and loses his way. We see this in the
case of the he;athen who frequently considered the greatest sins
and vices to be the highest virtue and divine service. Yes, even
then when we mean it well and exert ourselves in order to live
uprightly -if we do not conform our lives to God’s Word; then it
is all useless and displeasing to God. Examples from God’s Word
demonstrate this. When Saul waged war with the Amalekites and
was also supposed to kill the cattle according to God’s command,
he thought he would rather permit the cattle to live, in order later
on to offer them to the Lord. This his supposedly good work, however, did not at all please the Lord. God said to him, “To obey is
better th#an sacrifice. Because thou bust rejected the word of the
Lord, the Lord hath also rejected thee.” In the same way the Jews

thought that they were doing God a favor when they persecuted
and killed the Prophets and Apostles, yes, Christ Himself. It was
similar also with many of the wretched people in the Pope’s church
who thought they were doing a God-pleasing work when they took
part in bloody persecution against the witnesses of the Gospel and
wlhen, besides this, they were able to carry an armful of kindling
wood to be used for burning Christians at the stake.
Thus God’s Word must be and remain the single rule of our
life, as the following passages from Holy Writ plainly show:
PSALM 119: 105, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.” What light means to a traveler who must cover a
dangerous stretch of road in the darkness of night, that’s what
God’s Word is to us people who are to pass through this vale of
tears into eternal life. It is a dependable road sign and guiding
star for our faith and our life, as Peter exhorts, “Whereunto ye
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do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark

place.” With the torch of the Word in hand we will not fail to
reach our goal. For that reason the Church sings:
Thy Word is pe,rfect, bright, and clear,
The rule of purest teaching;
Revealing Thee and holy fear,
True worship and right preaching,
And how to live
In this dark world,
Love, hope, and faith employing;
Theref oq*eshould we
Thy Word and Thee
Be ever truly loving.”
DEUTERONOMY 4: 6-2, ‘ciVow therefore

hearken, 0 Israel, unto
the statutes and unto the judgements, which I teach you, for to
do them, that ye may live, und go in and possess the &and which
the Lord God of your fathers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto
the word which I commund you, neither shall ye diminish aught
from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your
God which I command you." Here the Lord tells us that we should

conduct ourselves according to God’s Word alone; that when we
add something to His Word and heed commandments of men as
doctrines of God, we are only being hindered in keeping God’s
commandments.
PSALM 1: l-2,

is the man. thut walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor stundeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law
of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night”;
“Blessed

where not only this is meant that he talks about these things with
his mouth but as we see from verse 1, that he also walks according to the Law.
PSALM 119: 9, ‘“Wherewithal

shall a young tin
cleanse his
wlay? by takin,g heed thereto according to thy word.” If, accor-

dingly, a person conducts his life according to God’s Word, he
will then walk blamelessly. And for that reason we read shortly
thereafter:
PSALM 119: 11, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin aguinst thee.”

What the ‘Law teaches us to do, those are right God-pleasing
works; more God does not require of us. But that will also keep
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us occupied during our entire life, yes, we will never in this life
be able perfectly to do them, for the Law is spiritua.1, but we are
flesh, sold to be a slave of sin. But a: Christian eagerly seeks to
become ever more perfect in sanctification and earnestly desires
to have his life conform ever more closely to God’s Will and Word.
Yes, that is the situation with a person who through faith
has become a Christian. Faith is not an empty acknowledgement
that the Bible teaches the truth, but it is a confident embracing
of Christ and His saving work, which has been produced by the
Holy Ghost, whereby the person is reborn and renewed in heart,
mind, and understanding. As also Luther explains in these wellknown words, “Faith is a di,vine work in us that changes us and
regenerates us of God (JOHN I: 13) and puts to death the old
Adam and makes us_entirely different men in heart, spirit, mind,
and aall powers and brings with it the Holy Ghost. Oh, it is a living,
busy, powerful thing that we have in faith so that it is impossible
for it not to do good without ceasing. Nor does it ask whether
good works are to be done, but before the question is asked, it
has wrought them and is always engaged in doing them.” Thus
it is a faith which ralso shows itself in the life and conduct of a
Christian. It is a light and must shine ; it is alive and therefore
cannot be dead; it is a power and therefore i.t must be active.
Tlhus a Christian shows his faith in everything that he does, and
he is willing and learns to live, to suffer, and to die to the glory
of God.
Synodnl-Berich t, Canadian Dist., 1885,
-translated
by E. L. M.
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“THE APOSTLES Do NOT GO INTO MUCH DETAIL
ABOUT THE SUFFERING OF CHRIST, NARRATING
THE MAIN FACTS VERY BRIEFLY. HOWEVER,
THEY CANNOT SAY TOO MUCH ABOUT HOW WE
OUGHT TO REGARD HIS PASSION, NAMELY, AS
THEATONEMENTFOROURSINS,HOWWESHOULD
APPROPRIATE IT IN TRUE FAITH, AND HOW WE SHOULD
MAKE USE OF IT IN OUR EVERYDAY LIFE."
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