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TO show, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent
historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Conlesdons, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings,
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement
of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impreaaion.

Concerning
THE FOUR WEEKS preceding

Christmas are known as the Advent Season. It is a very joyful
season because it i,s a time of
looking forward to the glorious
birthday of the Christchild. Already in the Old Testament true
believers eagerly awaited the arrival of the promised Messiah
and clung in faith to all the prophecies which God gave them
concerning His Son. One of these
is found in PSALM 14, verse 7:
“Oh that the salvation of Israel
were c0m.e out of Zion! when the
Lo,~d bkngeth back the ca.ptivity
of His people, Jacob shall rejoice
and Israel shall be glad!”

IN THIS TEXT the beloved psalmist David glories in the salvation of God and sighs for the
coming of the Savior. Through
the prophet Nathan God gave
the house of David the promise
concerning the Messiah, saying,
“I will set up thy seed after thee

. . . I will stublish. the throne of
His kingdom forever . . . I will be
His Father and He shall be My
Son!” II SAM. 7: E-14. This and

other. prophecies increased Davd’s yearning for the coming Savior and became the joy of his
life and the object of his waiting.
Lifting his voice in song, he declares, “Oh that the sa.Zva.tionof
Israel we/re come out of Zion!”

David here gives expression to
that anxious desire which filled
the hearts of God’s people in the
Old Testament times.

Christ

Do we wait for the Lord in
the Christmas message with the
same desire ? Do we mean it
when we sing, “Anxiously we
wait for Thee”? God forbid that
we look forward more to the externals of Christmas than to the
beloved C h i ld in the manger!
For He is, as David writes, the
salvation of Israel ! The entire
human race lay in sin and corruption and was doomed eternally for its transgressions of God’s
laws. But God in His great love
for mankind promised and sent
the Redeemer to rescue the captives and deliver them from sin,
death, and hell. That was the
hope of the Old Testament believers, that is also our hope, and
all who come to Jesus in true
faith are personally
saved
through Hi,s work of atonement
for all the world.
THE BELIEVERS of old werenot

disappointed in their yearning
and waiting; for, 400 years after David, salvation came out of
Zion ss the Christchild, the promised Messiah, was born of the
Virgin Mary. Then were fulfilled
the words: Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad!” *Many
were the songs of praise that ascended on high because God had
kept His Word.
OURS IS ALSO the glorious pri-

vilege to proclaim that Jesus,
the Savior of the world, has indeed come and has reconciled us

unto God. How we ought to cling
to this Redeemer in these times
and remain loyal to Him and
His Word ! Such a faith will help
us celebrate a truly blessed holiday season and will guide us on
through life to our heavenly
goal.
MAY THE FULFILMEENT of David’s prophecy strengthen our

What

faith and cause us to rejoice, to
love and to serve Him with all
our hearts until we enter the
Church Triumphant above ! God
grant that the Advent season
has been a time of proper preparation and that our hearts are
ready for a God-pleasing obserVance of Christmas!
-0. w. s.

t’he Holy Spirit will do for Christians
in 1966
Romans 8t26.

dragged away from our Savior.
of falling away from Jesus du- We will not recognize the tricks
ring this coming year? The Holy of the devil. And when we find
Scriptures warn each one of us, ourselves in the trap of the devil,
then we will see that words and
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he stmxde th take heed lest he thoughts will not come to us
quickly enough.
fall.”
(I COR. IO: 12) If we try
OUR TEXT tells us from where
to face 1966 alone, we can say
“good-by” to eternal life. Since effective help will come. “THE
God knows the troubles which SPIRIT ALSO HELPETH OUR INwe may face from our flesh, the FIRMITIES." This word “helpeth”
evil angels, and the world, God’s literally means that the Spirit
Word says, "LIKEWISE THE SPI- puts Himself to work “for99 us
and “with9’ us so that we may
RIT ALSO HELPETH OUR INFIRMIour salvation. In oth,er
TIES: FOR WE KNOW NOT WHAT “receive”
WE SHOULD PRAY FOR AS WE words, the Holy Spirit will go all
OUGHT.'~ If by God’s will we re- out to give us strength to face
.main here on earth in 1966, we every new temptation. Indeed,
will have infirmities. And as the He even works in us. both to will
and to do of His good pleasure.
New Year progresses, we will
(PHIL. 2:13)
-find it hard to be on our guard
THE SPIRIT will not only peragainst temptation. We will again experience the words of our sonally give each and every one
text: "FOR WE KNOW NOT WHAT of us Christians individual help
WE SHOULD PRAY FOR AS WE to resist temptation, but, our
<OUGHT." We will forget that we text says, “THE SPIRIT ITSELF
ought to pray. Quite often we MAKETH INTERCESSION FOR US
will not even notice how our WITHGROANINGSWHICHCANNOT
heart is being estranged
and BE UTTERED." Maketh intercesARE WE CHRISTIANS in danger
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sion for US means that the Holy
Spirit will ask the Father to give
us particular help with each.and
every temptation, and that He
will become p e r s o n a 11y “invoZved” with each of our problems.
BUT HOW CAN the Holy Spirit
-become personally involved in
eaeh of all the temptations that
may come upon us this next
year ? Our text says that the
Woly Spirit will us.e groanings
/which cannot be uttered.
Our
language, which takes letters,

Around
(With

syllables, words, sentences., is too
slow. So the Holy Spirit will use
God’s own language and God’s
own thoughts. It takes Him no
time at all to present every need
of each of US to God’s ear.
,THEREFORE, let us use God’s

Word and the Sacraments faithfully, the Means by which the
Holy Spirit operates in our sinful hearts. Then we shall have
the faith to trust His love for
us in 1966. Amen.
-A.

J. Cordes

the World
Editorial

Comment]

A book claiming
that Jesus Scriptures. The Passion Week
“A condid not die on the Cross and that was the culmination.
His resurrection was part of a spiracy had to be organized of
carefully prearranged plan has which the victim was himself,
been published in London under the deliberate secret instigator.
the title, “The Passovelr PZot.” It was a nightmarish conception
The author, Dr. Hugh J. Schon- and undertaking, the outcome of
field, age 64 -a Jew who says the frightening logic of a sick
he believes in God as “pure spi- mind, or a genius. And it worked
rit,” has no creed, but says his out,” the author wrote.
Th.at the Jews do not believe
theories are based on more than
40 years of objective research in Christ as the promised Mesinto all available sources on the siah and Savio,r from sin, death,
and hell, is an obvious fact. As
life and times of Jesus and will
we read the above words we are
stand up to the most scholarly
scrutiny. Dr. Sohonfield’s main reminded of the words which
Stephen, that courageous confesthesis is that Jesus, believing
himself to be the prolmised Mes- sor of Christ, spoke in the book
siah, schemed and planned all of Acts, chapter r9 when he was
brought before the council, “Ye
throughout his life to manipustiffnecked and uncircumcised in
late people -from the authorities
to his own followers- so that e- heart and ears, ye do always resist th(e Holy Ghost: as your favents would fall into line with
the Messianic prophecies of the thers did, so do ye.” These words
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with equal force to those
Jews and all others who deny
Christ today. One wonders if
this diabolical and blasphemous
book will be discussed in the socalled friendly Protestant - Jewish - Roman Catholic dialogues
being carried on today. We are
ako reminded of the words of
Luther: “Now that the Jews can
no longer kill the Proph.ets, they
distort their prophecies.“’ As we
apply

NEWS5 FR.OM
News From
Tinley Park, Illinois
JOINT SERVICES
that are
True Expressions of Fellowship

In our religious world of today, it is popular to arrange
joint services of worship and
other joint religious activities
between churches that are not
united in doctrine and confession -one faith based on God’s
Word. This is the spirit which
has lately been given great emphasis by the so-called Eeumenical Movement advocated by Pope
John XXIII and Pope Paul VI.
For example,
here in Tinley
Park within the past year, a
Singspiration was arranged between the Roman Catholic and
Methodist churches; and a Lenten service was held in the Methodist Church at which a Roman priest preached the sermon.
In all such arrangements, agreement and unity in the Word of

have nothing against the Jewish
people because of their race and
abhor all injustice against them,
we pray that they would repent
of their sins and sincerely believe th,at the blood of Jesus was
shed also for them and that His
precious blood cleanses thewb
from all sin -lest they be cast
Yinto the fire that never shall be
quenched” (MARK 9:43).

-M.

L. N.

CONGREGATIONS
God is pushed into the background as unnecessary,
and
some mere similarities in outward form are used to express a
unity that does not really exist.
Such joint services are not true
expressions of fellowship.
This is what we call religiom
zcnionism. It is in essence disobedience to the Word of God.
It ignores the Lord’s requirements in such passages, as I CORI: IO (“. . . that ye be
perfectly joined together in th,e
same min.d and in the same judgINTHIANS

me&,“)

and EPHESIANS 4: l-6

(“Endeavoring to keep the unity
of the Spirit
in the bond of
peace e . . one Lord, one faith.“)

Religious unionism is also disobedience to that Word of God
which requires Chris-tians
to
“beware of false prophets”

(MT.

7: 15) and, in religious matters.
to “avoid” all who persistently
depart from any Bible doctrine,
thus causing divisions and offenI33

ses in the church (ROM. 16: 17).
In its false exhibition of what
does not truly exist, it is also
reminiscent of our Savior’s
words in MATTHEW 2327:
“Ye
are like unto whited sepulchres,
which. indeed appear beautiful
outward,
but are kthin
full of

dead men’s bones, and of all uncleamess.”

In contrast to all of this, we
are happy, and thankful to the
God of all gr,ace, to report two
joint services this fall which
were genuine expressions of the
true u92ity of the Spirit existing
between Peace Lutheran Church
of Tinley Park, Ill. and Christ
Lutheran Church of Milwaukee,
Wise.
These two neighboring congregations, having been previously brought into the unity of
the Spirit, and therefore joined
together in our Conference, mutually decided in early fall to arrange a fellowship day to g+ue
thankful expression to the unity
in faith with which the Lord had
blessed them. Consequently, such
a day was arranged. The two
congregations held a joint service at the relatively new church
building in Tinley Park on September 12. A joint Bible Class
and Sunday School was held, and
thereafter, the joint Divine Service. Pastor Mensing conducted
the liturgy, and Pastor Mehlberg
preached the sermon on “The
Greatest Commandment of AlZ”
(MARK 12: 28-37). Both organ-

ists, Mr. E. Bloedel of Milwaukee and Mrs. H. D. Mensing of
Tinley Park, shared in adorning
God’s Word and worship with
their talents from Him. Both
congregations, having previously announced to their own pastors, also shared together the
Holy Supper of the Lord, for the
strengthening of their faith and
as a true Eucharist, that is, a
thanksgiving to the Lord of the
Church for this unity. Both congregations also equally shared
in the loose plate offerings. And
after service, the members of
both congregations, outs,ide in
the spacious
oak grove that
beautifies in the Lord of creation
the physical property of Peace
Congregation, enjoyed a shared
picnic-lunch and an afternoon of
truly Christian, brotherly fellowship in their Lord and Savior
and His Word,
This observance was so encouraging that these congregations decided also to hold a joint
Reformation service some weeks
later. This was, arranged for the
Reformation Day itself, Sunday,
October 31, the day on which Luther had nailed his Ninety-five
Theses to the church - door in
Wittenberg in the year 1517. Again, as on September 12, the
two congregations. met together
in Tinley Park. Although each
was somewhat used to certain
differences in external form such
as details in the order of the service, vestment, and the like; they
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fully realized that such matters
do not constitute the unity of the
Spirit. They were united in the
Word of God by the Holy Spirit.
And for this they thankfully and
joyfully held their Reformation
Service together. This time Pastor Mehlberg conducted the liturgy, while Pastor Mensing
preached the Reformation sermon on the theme: Hold that

This hymn of the post-Reformation period (Number 264 in
our Hymnal) truly expresses
the prayer that was mutually in
the hearts of all who took part
in these God-pleasing joint services Iand fellowship days.
-Pastor
H. D. M.

Fast which Thou Hast, that no
man Take thy Crown” (REV. 3:

News From
Wilmot, South Dakota

44

11). Inasmuch as the Milwaukee
brethren had again gone to the
extra effort and expense to make
the trip down to Tinley Park,
the Tinley Park brethren, in the
same spirit of mutual love for
another, rented the gymnasium
of a nearby public school. in
which the fellowship dinner and
an afternoon of enjoyable recreation and visiting together was
held. After playing some volleyba.11and other games, the young
people, all together, topped off
the wonderful day by singing
some Bach chorales and other
songs for all present and, above
all, to the glory of our Lord, under the direct-ion of Elfred Bloe‘del.

October 31,1965, was a memorable day for the members of St.
Stephen’s Lutheran Church, of
Wilmot, S. D. Some important
church events were observed on
that day in a special service of
praise and thanksgiving.
First, this service took note of
the glorious work of the Reformation through Dr. Martin Luther and the 448th anniversary
of the nailing of the 95 Theses
to the door of the Castle Church
in Wittenberg, Germany. The
congregation sang the beloved
battle hymn of the Reformation,
A Mighty Fortress is Our God.
SecondZy, the Wilmot congre-

Preserve Thy Word, 0 Sa,vioy,
To us this latter day
A.nd let Thy Kingdom flourish,
h’nlarge Thy Church, we pray.
Oh, keep our faith. from failing,
Keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let naught from Thy Word turn
a&s
While wand’ring here below.

gation also observed the 14th
anniversary of its reorganizing
as St. Stephen’s L&h. Church
following a severance of affiliation with the MO. Synod for doctrinal re.asons. This event occurred on November 2, 1951. One
year later the present house of
worship was formally dedicated,
and this anniversary was also
noted in this special service. To

,135

glorify God for His rich spiritual blessings during all these
years, the members
joined in
songs. of praise and in prayers
of gratitude to the Lord of the
Church.
Pa.stor 0. W. Schaefer delivered the sermon on the theme:

THE CHRISTIAN

“Our Reformation and Anniversary Joy,” and based his mes,sage on ‘EPHESIANS 2: 8-10.

May God continue
to bless
both pastor and people and keep
them loyal to the Lord and to
His Word unto the end!
-0. w. s.

in his EARTHLY

CALLING

BUT FAITHFULNESS AND DILIGENCE are not enough. all honor-

able men of the world ‘are faithful and diligent in their calling ztnd
in this respect often even surpass the Christians. The difference
between a Christian and these is rather this that, in the first place,
,he undertakes his work in the name of Jesus.
Now THAT DOES NOT MEAN that in the morning or at the beginning of his work he perhaps speaks with his lips: “In the name
of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” To begin work in the
name of Jesus means especially to carry out one’s work in faith.
A Christian knows that he has a gracious God in heaven, who
daily and richly forgives all his sins and leads and guides him, as
a Father his child, in all the ways of his calling, cares for him
and keeps him and protects him from many a. danger and harm.
He knows that this Word of God, for the sake of Christ, also applies to him : “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which,
thou shalt go: I ztiLI guide thee with mine eye.” PSALM 32:8. The
Christian performs all his work in this childlike, trustful faith in
God and his Savior, even though his appointed work may be ever
so insignificant; and he is certain that what he thus does in faith
is pleasing to God.
BUT TO UNDERTAKE HIS WORK in the name of Jesus also means
this, that everything is done in the fear of God. Everything that
a Christian does in words or deeds, he does in such a way that he
can stand before God, that he may not deny his faith and a good
conscience and ma,y not lose God’s grace. A Christian exercises his
faith in godliness, a fruit of faith. Not only does he have a form
of godliness, while denying the power thereof: th.at would be hypocrisy and an abomination to God; but he walks in the paths of
God with all his heart. Luther writes: “‘Whoever fears God, does
good,’ thus we read in the book of Ecclesiastes. This is a brief instruction for those who yearn to know how they may do good. For
if you ask: How shall I do good? he answers: Fear God and what
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you do in this fear will be good. Thus we also read in the last
chapter of Ecclesiastes, verse 13: ‘Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.’ From this we conclude: Just as it cannot be that he who fears God, would do evil;
so #also it cannot be that he who despises God would do what is
right and good. We needn’t be surprised at this, because the act of
despising is in itself evil, and the act of fearing in itself is good
and right. For ‘even if you awakened the dead and at the same
time lived a careless life, you still would not be doing good. On the
other hiand, if you perform even the slightest work and at the
same time lived in the fear of God, then you are doing what is
good and right. Every work has a.s much good in itself as has been
parform,ed oz,ctof the feay of God; and, contrariwise, to the extent
that a work floaos out of a despising of the fear of God, to that!
extent it is ev,iZ.-Since not only those works which are performed

ngainst the Law, but also those performed in outward obedience
to the Law but in the spirit of despising God and without the fear
of God, it follows that not only are the evil works sins, but the
good works can also become sins because they flow out of a spirit
of false security and pride, and are not done in the fear of God. . .
If anyone is to do right and good, it is necessary above all else
that he fear God; if he does not fear God, it is in vain that he
thinks he is doing good.” (St. L. XII, 1697)
BUT, FINALLY, this yet must be added, if a Christian is to do
his work in the name of Jesus, he must do it with heartfelt prayer.
He says with the Psalmist: “Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.” PSALM 124% Relying on the Lord,
the God of all grace and the Giver of all good gifts, he acts in
hiarmony with the proverb : “If you but work and pray, God will
help every day.”
Where’er I go, whate’er my tuslc,
The counsel of my God I ask,
Who ruleth all things right;
Unless He give both thought and deed,
The utmost pains can ne’er succeed,
And vain must be man’s might.
Thus, Lord Jesus, every task
Be to Thee commended;
May Thy will be done, 1 ask,
Until life is ended.
WHOEVER, ACCORDINGLY, DAILY PERFORMShis earthly calling in

the name of the Lord Jesus, wh>oever undertakes his work in the
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true faith, in the fear of God, and in heartfelt prayer, can comfort himself with the assurance that he has God’s blessing and is
a fortunate person. It is true, it often seems as though those who
do not perform their work in Jesus’ name, thereby lose nothing,
that they make just as much progress as those who do. Their work
is equally blessed, their fields are just as productive, yes, even more
fruitful; they are just as healthy and happy; they have just as
many and even more pleasures and good days in this world; they
are not plagued so much with sickness, poverty, misfortune, and
other distress of every sort. And yet for all of that, it nevertheless remains true that those alone are the truly blessed people who
serve the Lord in >a11they do day and night, as the Psalmist declares : “Blessed is every one that feareth’ the Lord; that walketh
in His ways.” PSALM 128: I. True happiness is not something outside of us: money, goods, honor, reputation and good days; this
all can indeed make us unhappy, but it can never make us really
happy. True happiness is rather something in us, in our hearts and
conscience. In spite of all our wealth, honor, and earthly glory,
we can still be altogether poor, miserable, and unhappy if we have
no peace of heart and rest of conscience, when sin accuses our
conscience and, like an evil worm, gnaws away on our insides.
For that reason the Scriptures declare: ‘There is not peace, s&h
my God, to the wicked.” ISAIAH 57:21, “All they that hate Me
love death.” PROVERBS8:36. But they will be perfectly unhappy

when they suffer torment and pain with the rich man in hell, being rejected of God forever and eternally. Blessed, however, is he
who works in the name of Jesus. He has a gracious God through
faith in Christ Jesus, who does not deal with us according to our
sins and” who does not reward us according to our transgressions.
But as high as the heavens are above the earth, He permits His
grace to rule over them who fear Him. He who performs his work
in the name of Jesus has an almighty and kind God, who not only
can bless the labor of his hands, but who also wants to bless it, as
IIe has promised: “Thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shdt thou be? PSALM 128~2. Such a person, finally, has an
eterncllly faithful God who does not permit Himself to be served
in vain, but will reward all works which are performed in Jesus'
name with a blessed reward of grace.
(Continued in the next issue)
Synodal-Bericht
(Synodical Proceedings)

Canadian District (MO. Synod), 1885
Translated by E. L. M.
138

Non-Profit

Organization

The Concordia Lutheran
12472 Beacon Avenue
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

PEACE

EV. LUTHERAN

South
98 I78

CHURCH

CHRIST

LUTHERAN

CHURCH

Central Avenue at 171st Place
Tinley Park, Illinois
(South-Suburban
Chicago)
Sunday School & Bible Class, B :15 A.M.
lo:30 A.M.
Worship Service
Rev. H. David Mensing, Pastor
Telephone:
(Area 312) 532-4288

7331 West Ruby Avenue
Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53218
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 A.M.
Worship Service
10 :30 A.M.

ST. PAUL’S
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
308 North Ackerman
Street
Empire, Oregon 97421
Sunday School Q Bible Class, 9:45 A.M.
11 :OOA.M.
Worship Service

6th and Tangent
Lebanon,
Oregon
Sunday School % Bible Class, 10 $0 A.M.
‘Worship Service
1l:OO A.M.

Rev.

A. J. Cordes,

Telephone:

(Area

Rev.

: (Area

(Area

M. L. Natterer,

Rev.

(Area

ST. LUKE’S

Partor

414) 463-7827

LUTHERAN

Telephone:

508) 888-4612

0. W. Schaefer,

1. L. Mehlberg,

ST. JOHN’S

Pastor

ST. STEPHEN’S
LUTH.
CHURCH
Box 424, Wilmot,
South Dakota
(May through September) :
10 :30 A.M.
Sunday School,
9 :30 A.M.
Worship
Service
(October - April, ?& hour later)
Telephone

Rev.

Telephone:

CHURCH

Pa&or

503) 2582941

LUTHERAN

C~U&C!H

10715 - 5lst Avenue South
Seattle, Washington
Sunday School dk Bible Clam,
9 :15 A.M.
Worship Service
10 :30 ‘A.M.
Rev.

P. R. Blosdel,

Pastor

3947 South Graham Street
Seattle, Washington
98118
Telephone : (Area 206) 723-7418

Pastor

605) 938-4343

;<

TO All

WELCOME
OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS

We appreciate
your concern for true orthodox
Lutheranim
and are certain
that,
by God’s gmm,
you will
receive
rich spiritual
benefits
through
your
articles
which are based solidly
foithful
reading
of our Concordia
Lutheran
upon the pure and unerring
Word of God.

Give

a subscription
Send your

$2.00 Q Yeor es a gift

to a relotfve

wbscri@iens

or renewals

THE CONCORDIA
I2472

Beacon Avenue

So.,

or friend.
te

LUTHERAN

Seatie,

Washington

98 I78

Please notify the Business Manager
promptly
upon a change of address to insure receipt of
at present,
every issue of the Concordio
Lutheran. The United States Post Office Department,
does not forward
this publication,
even within the same city.

