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TO show, on the basis of Soripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
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of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.
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was ever shown on earth. ISAIAH
53: 3.
That love of our Lord also
moved Him to forget Himself
and to think of others. Concerning His enemies, gathered
about with devilish satisfaction,
Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive

“0 sorrow dread,
God’s Son is dead!”

Thus the hymn writer expresses
the great truth which we commemorate on Good Friday. Egpecially on that solemn day when
Christians turn their attention
to the middle cross on Calvary’s
hill. That cross is the emblem of
the highest love of all, the limitless, self-giving love of Jesus,
true God and true man, who shed
His holy precious blood that we
might be redeemed and live eternally, I PETER 2 :24.
There has never been a love
like Jesus’ love. It moved Him to
bear His cross and suffer and
die willingly.
While enduring
disgrace and shame, our Lord in
His great compelling love for a
sinful world permitted Himself
to be delivered up for our offenses and made the cross an object
of grace and blessing. ROM. 4: 25.
This divine love of our Savior also caused IIim to endure
disrespect and indifference. As
He hung between heaven and
earth, vile soldiers
made idle
jests and vulgar comments. One
malefactor railed on Him, and
the chief priests added to the anguish of the crucified
Christ
with taunts and jibes. Here was
mockery in its worst form; here
was indifference of the rankest
type. Here were hearts cold and
callous to the greatest love that

them, for they ksow not what
they do!” LUKE 23: 34. Concer-

ning His mother and the beloved
disciple John at the foot of the
cross, the Savior said, “Behold
thy mother! - Behold thy son!”
JOHN 19: 26-27. Amid excrucia-

ting pain and agonies of body &
soul, Jesus forgot Himself and
thought of others. Suffering the
very torments of hell, MATTHEW
27 :46, He willingly engaged in
battle with Satan Aall out of
love for the rebellious and sinful
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world.
FinaLly, EL& unique ‘love led

Him to bow His head in trium..phant death. What a cry of victory as He fulfils His heavenly
“It
is
mission and declares,
finished!” JOHN 19:30. Down
through the ages this statement
re-echoes ,as it blends into His
closing p r a ye r, “Father, into
.Thy hands I commend My Spirit!” LUKE 23: 46. In love He be-

gan His work of redemption; in
love He closed His eyes and gave
up the ghost.
May our observance of Good
Friday help us to understand &
believe more firmly that there
never was a love like Jesus’ love !
May Thy life & ,death supply
Grace to reach our home on
high,
Hear us, holy Jesus! Amen.

-0.

w. s.

“I am He that liveth . . . and
have the keys of hell and death!”
REV. 1: 18. “Because I live, ye
shall live also!” JOHN 14: 19.

These are the majestic words
which sound fortlh from the
empty tomb as the resurrected
and glorified Savior stands before us in spirit and reveals to
us the greatest miracle
of all
times. Jesus, the Lamb for sinners slain, has conquered all our
enemies and proved Himself to
be the Son of God and the Redeemer of the world. With joyous, faith-filled hearts we declare with David of old, “This

is the day which the Lord hath
made; we will rejoice and be
glad in it!” Ps. 118 ~24.

If ever there was a day to
which this word of God has special application, it is the Lord’s
own special day, EASTER! Concerning it the hymn writer says,
“Awake,

my heart, with

glade

ness, See what today is done!”
Just, what

happened,

David

de-

scribes in the Psalm above : “The
5’ton.e which the builders refused
is become the Head stone of the
corner!” v. 22. Jesus Himself

once referred to this verse while
speaking to the religious leaders
of His day, MATT. 21:42. The
Jews were the builders of whom
this Psalm spoke, and the Lord
was the Stone which they rejected as unfit and worthless. The

people refused
to accept His
offer of grace and mercy and
were disappointed that He did
not. deliver them from the hated
Roman Empire. Their rejection
of .the on1 y way to salvation
reached its horrifying climax on
Good Friday, but God used their
evil to bring about the redemption. of the world. When Christ
had conquered sin, death, and
hell, He rose from the dismal
grave in triumph .and became
the Head Stone of the corner. In
that structure
known -as the
.Kingdom of. God .He whom the
Jews refused became the precious Cornerstone,
the very
Foundation on which that Kingdom rests and flourishes. The
risen Savior is the Rock of Ages
on which our faith is built.
What shall Easter mean to us
in these troublous times? As we
,rejoice and are glad in it, we
praise our God -that the resurrection proves our Christian religion to be absolutely
true.
Without this fact all -our preaching and our faith would be in
vain. There would be no spiritual benefit in Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper; all divine services would be without value for
the soul. But Jesus rose? Therefore .He is the Son of God, His
doctrine -is true, the Father has
accepted His- sacrifice :.for the reconciliation of the -world, and all
believers shall rise to eternal life.
All this makes EASTER our
day of victory, too. Jesus is alive

forevermore, and- we can firmly
say with Paul: “0 death, where
is thy sting? 0 grave, where is
‘thy. victory? . . . Thanks be to
-God, which giveth us the victory
fhrougfi our Lord Jesus Christ!”
1 COR. 15: $5, 57. -Let scoffers,

in-

fidels, and modernists deny :the
truth of the Resurrection! Four
Gospels and over 100 Bible passages remove all .doubt as to its
.validity. We therefore continue
to .walk .with the risen Savior
and seek to share with others
the- Easter faith, joy, and hope
in our hearts.
“Oh, the szoeet joy this sentence gives,
I know that my Redeemer
lives!”
-0. w. s.
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THE'SEC-OND LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE will be held

FREE

in Cedar Rapids, ‘Iowa, July 13-15,
1965. The ~general topic will ‘be
JUSTIFICATION:
“GOD AND SINNERS RECONCILED.”
six eSSayS

centering,on ,this subject will be
presented. and discussed. All pastors, teaehers, laymen, who ,find
themselves in agreement with
the purpose and basis of these’
conferences are invited to participate, according‘ $0 the Lutheran’.News.
Our rxciders will reei-ill that
one of our -pastors an.d also a
layman from our Conference at-

The CHIEF PURPOSEof free conf erences amocng con.servative Lutherans who find that they are
COMA not in perfect agreement should
PLETE STUDY OF THE DOCTRINE be TO RESOLVE, on the basis of

tended the Lutheran Free
f erence which wa.s held last
in Waterloo, Iowa. At that
the general topic was: “A

Conyear
time

OF SCRIPTURE, WITH PARTICULAR
CONCERN FOR CONSIDERATION OF
THOSE THEORIES AND ERRORS
THATAREPLAGUINGTHECHURCH
TODAY.'Y Eight essays were de-

livered on this subject. The September issue (1964) of our CONCORDIA LUTHERAN contained an
informative and enlightening article on this 1st Lutheran Free
Conference. The fact tlzat in the
Wa.terloo Conference the Bible
was set forth as the sole Source
and Norm of all Christian doctrine, tha,t every word in the
Bible IS God’s own infallible
Word, that the properties
of
Holy Writ were extensively treated, -that we can readily understand should be the very first
item in such a Free Conference.
If individuals can not be agreed
on the authority und inspiration
of the Holy Scriptures,
then
what can be acco,mplished? We
/were very happy to hear that the
Waterloo Free Conference “voted that it finds itself in agreement ‘with the substance of the
essays delivered at the Conference.” It is certainly imp0rt.an-t
at free conferences,
such as
these mentioned above, that it
first be established
on what
points of doctrine there already
Yet discussion
is agreement.
must not remain at that point.

Of~Cri~tUre,

THEIRDIFFERtiNCES,

so that the true Unity of the
Spirit can be established or restored without long and &Angerous delay. It is our earnest hope
and prayer that these free conferences may s 0 on approach
this point in their discussions.
This is in accordance with the
Will of God, expressed in I Cor.
I :I& “No/w I beseech you, brethren, by the nam.e of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but
that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
On the
other hand,, it is a false principle, f oun,d chiefly among the reformed sects, to limit their discussion to points on which there
is agreement but in other matters simply “agree to disagree.”

A PROTESTANT PASTOR from
the small village of Reconvilier
in the Jura Mountains of Switzerland was sentenced
to a
months imprisonment for refusing to perform compulsory military service. The Rev. David Gigon told the court he believed
military service was incompatible with the teaching of the gospel and that all Christians
44

should reject it. Observers in
Geneva said the case was likely
to arouse heated controversy in
Switzerland, w(here, they noted,
there is now a tendency to exempt conscientious
objectors
from military service in return
for other useful work.

Peter have been found in the
grottos beneath St. Peter’s Basilica. Their findings are based
on the remains of a single person
including fragments of the skull
and about half the skeleton. Investigation is said to have shown
the remains to be of a male, 60 70 years old, and of robust build.
The Vatican press said this “corresponds to what is know of St.
Peter.” The Vatican has long assumed that the Basilica stands
over the site of Peter’s tomb. On
Dec. 23,1950, Pius XII announced that the tomb had been found
in the grottos. A week later he
said Catholics must have the
“moral conviction” that the remains of Peter have been found.
At that time it was assumed the
Pope referred to the dust or powder which remained in the tomb.

From the Epistle to the RorrLa$ns,chapter 13, vemes I - 7, it
is plain that the existing form of
government has the authority &
right to /wage just wars. To do
this, the government conscripts
men for military or naval service. And such participation
is
in accord with the Fourth Commandment which also requires
obedience to the government.
When soldiers came to John the
Baptist, he did not ask them to
give up their calling; instead,
we hear him say, “Do violence
to no man [Rob no one], neither
accuse any falsely; and be content with your zuages” (LUKE 3:
14). Hence we confess in the
16th Article of the Augsburg
Confession:
“Of civil affairs
they [our churches] teach that
lawful civil ordinances are good
works of God and that it is right
for Christians to bear civil ofice, to sit as judges, to judge
matters by the imperial or other
existing laws, to award just punishments, to engage in just
wars,?’ etc.

The Roman Church claims Peter as the first bishop of Rome
and that his authority & power
are transmitted to each succeeding pope. If it can be proved that
Peter was never in Rome, then
the main prop of the Roman See
falls with a. resounding crash.
No wonder they go to such ridiculous lengths in an attempt to
“prove” their legend that Peter
was in Rome! The Bible does not
mention that Peter was ever in
Rome. Many eminent historians.,
including some Roman Catholic
scholars, agree that it can not be
definitely est’ablished that Peter
ever preached, and died in Rome.

A VATICAN PRINTING HOUSE
has started publishing an archeologist’s book saying bones of St.

-M.
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L. N.

“F0.r the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so
that the children bf Israel cou,ld not stedfastly behold the face of
Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done
away: how shall niot the tiinistration
of the spirit be rather glorious?
For if the ministration
of condemnation
be glory, much more doth
the ministration
of righteousness exczed in glory.”
I I Cor. 3 :6- 12.

“The letter
killeth, but the
spirit maketh alive,” the Apostle
writes. That is, the LIaw indeed
reve.als to man his death; it

points out to him that he is dead
in sins, that because of his sins
he deserves to die in this life and
also ceternally. The Law, however, can help him no further : it
abandons him to his death. It
doesn’t show him a way how to
get out of death, but the more
fully it opens a person’s eyes and
the harder it makes its impact
felt in the heart, the more a person has to despair of ever getting out of his misery and of being saved. The Gospel, on the
other hand, is this comforting
news from the mouth of God, addressed to the poor, sinful, lost
person: “When I pa.ssed by thee,
and saw thee polluted in thine
own blood, I said unto thee when
thou w,ast in thy blood, Live!”
EZEK. 16: 6. The Law tells us
what we must do, and at the

same time it shows us that we
are not able.to do it. The Gospel,
on the other hand, tells us what
God has done for us, and that in
our stead He has fulfilled what

we were unable to do. The Law
shows us our sickness and brings
us to the point where we feel the
deadly sin-wounds of our souls;
but the Gospel shows us the heavenly Physician and our surecure Helper, and the Gospel itself is the ointment which quiets
the pains of the soul and which
brings us the eternal cure. The
Law shows us how poor we are,
it strips us bare before God and
all His holy angels, so that we
stand there-in our shame and nakedness; but the Gospel unlocks
God’s treasure house of heavenly relief where our poverty is
helped and where we obtain
without cost everything that we
need, all the garments of salvation to cover our souls, so that
we can confidently appear before the judgment seat of God.
The Law calls out to us: You are
lost, for you have not done what
God has commanded;
but the
Gospel declares: Don’t despair,
sinner, here is help, because here
is Jesus, a Savior for all sinners,
for the great and the small, for
the old and the young. By means
of the Law comes the knowledge

of sin and God’s wrath ; through
the Gospel comes the knowledge
of redemption
and grace in
Christ.
The Apostle expresses it still
more plainly in our text when he
says : The LAW is that oflice
which preaches damnation, the
GOSPEL is that office which preaches righteousness. The divine
Law, accordingly, is. not a luke-

warm and miserable co de of
morality or ethics, which -only
tells how we should live a wellbehaved, honorable, and upright
life before men. No, where the
Law is preached in its real purity, there it proclaims to all people nothing but eternal damnation, because the Law is spiritual. That is, it has -a spiritual
character, it addresses itself to
the spirit of man and it wants
the entire heart of the sinner. It
proclaims: The people should be
perfectly holy and pure in their
thoughts, words, and deeds, as
holy as the -holy God and Father
in heaven; and it adds a terrible
threat: “Cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things
which a.re written in the book of
the Law to do them.” GAL. 3: IO.

For that reason the Apostle says
that the Law pronounces damnation upon all people without exception, because none can keep
it, ,and every individual transgression spells damnation for us.
The Gospel; however, proclaims
to us righteousness, not ours, because we cannot, perform it, but

Christ’s righteousness,
which
God wants to give us free and
without cost, if we believe in
‘Him, our Substitute, Savior, and
Redeemer.
The most glorious difference
between the Law and the Gospel,
however, which the Apostle in
our text presents, is the last
mentioned, where he says that
the ministry of the Law is done
away with, but the ministry of
the Gospel remains. The Apostle

wants to say this: The Law must
indeed be preached to us sinners
in all its strictness, we must indeed recognize our misery in
this mirror an-d with terror
sooner or later feel God’s threats
in our hearts; but the Law shall
not always confront us with our
death, this must come to an end,
it must keep on bearing us until we run to Jesus. Just when it
seems that the Law has overcome us, when because of its
threatenings we no longer know
where to go, at that moment the
Law must stop, its threats have
then come to an end, and the
Gospel then reveals to the poor
sinner a place of refuge in
Christ, the Crucified, where Moses and his curse no longer can
reach.
Taegliche Hausandacht

C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by Er L. M.

THE CHRISTIAN
The Christian’s

in his EARTHLY

THESlS ill
,heavenly calling is more important
earthly ding.

CALLING
th.an his

The Christian’s chief concern in this world s.hould not be the
carrying out of the earthly occupation, but concern for his soul
should much rather have first place in his life. As much as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so much more important is eternal life than this earthly life, so much more precious is the soul
than the body: so much more important for a Christian is also the
heavenly calling than the earthly.
A Christian therefore seeks the kingdom of God above everything else. If a person has money, he can indeed make his way
through this world, but he cannot buy heaven with it. A Christian
gives up each and every treasure of this world, if it should cause
him to lose the eternal possession; he refuses each and every honor,
if it should cause him to lose his honor before God; each and every
relaxation and joy of the body he scorns, if by its use his soul would
be harmed. IIe thinks: If it is already self-evident that it is necessary to take care of the body, much more so is it evidently necessary to take care of the soul. If my body cannot continue to exist
without receiving daily food, much less is my soul able to be preserved without being daily strengthened through prayerful study
and meditation of God’s Word; I must always have enough time for
that. Christians are like travelers. As these provide all necessary
things for their trip, but nevertheless always keep heart and mind
on their destination, looking forward to a safe arrival home, thus
also Christians take care of everything which the necessities of
this life require, but their hearts and minds are directed towards
the destination which keeps them mindful of their heavenly calling.
Many think that if in an incidental way they seek the kingdom
of God, that is sufficient. If they could get into heaven without
exerting themselves at all, they would then make little or no effort
in that direction. Why is it that it is easier for them to be deprived
of church and God’s Word than money? Why is it that they‘ do not
shrink from using sin f u 1 means on occasion in order to get an
earthly advantage? Why is it that they leave their homes where
they have true Bible-teaching (orthodox) churches and Christian
schools and needlessly move to other areas where there are no or
only false-teaching (heterodox) churches and schools? It is simply
because the prospects for earthly success are better there. Why is
50

it that they marry unbelievers or heterodox persons? Why is it that
they prefer to send their children to public schools where they can
only acquire skills in earthly things, rather than to Christian Day
Schools where they would also be taught divine and heavenly
things? Why is it that they are so little concerned about bringing
up their children and the other members of their household by the
additional means of family devotion? Tlhe reason is that they consider the heavenly to be something merely incidental, a matter of
secondary importance, to the earthly. There attitude is described in
this verse:
For that there’s plenty time, they say;
First I must all these joys embrace,
God certainly will not today
Close heaven’s open door of grace.
But God’s Word calls out: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness,” MATT. 6: 33. God through His only-begotten

Son dearly earned salvation
for us after we with our sins had
squandered it. Now He gives us this earthly life, in order that we
should seek this salvation by faith. How that must anger God if a
person considers it of more importance to build himself a house in
this world than to assure himself of the heavenly home!
In MATTHEW 16:26, we read: “What is a ma/n profited, if he
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” -What a fool that
would be who would care f u 11y preserve the earthly vessel, but
would want to east away as worthless its proffered contents of gold
and precious stones! But even more is he a fool who prefers &he
perishable to the imperishable, the earth to heaven.
Oh, let us take Christ’s Word to heart: “Strive to enter in at
the strait [narrow] gate,” LUKE 13: 24. Let us constantly place our
heavenly calling above the earthly.
-translated
by El. L. M.
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