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TO show, on the basis of Soripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that, our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full ,fruth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.‘?
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various socalled
“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as

Wis. 63218

of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement
of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

The Christianand Schools
With the month of September schools, colleges, and universities again have opened their
doors for another year of education, and they welcome old and
new students into their halls of
iearning. The educational program of our country is one of the
privileges and blessings of our
land which many another nation
envies and sorely lacks. However, this secular training dare
never be looked upon as a cureall for the problems and ills t;hat
confront people everywhere. The
three R’s are important, but they
dare not surpass the supreme
significance of the fourth R,
Religion. However, this R is
chiefly the responsibility of the
home, assisted by the Church
through divine services, Sunday
School, and other Chri.stian Education programs.
Of necessity the children of
our beloved Conference must attend public schools in their reqjective localities, since to date
no congregation in our midst is
able to maintain a Christian Day
School for its young. We pray
that God might so direct events
in the future that parochial
schools will also be found among
us. In the meantime, we shall
make use of the educational facilities offered our children in
the public schools, supplementing them in accordance with
out” Christian responsibility.

But here a word of caution is
in Place for all our parents and
children: Whatever is taught 01’
takes place in such schools which
is contrary not only to the Constitution of the United States,
but also to the principle of the
separation of Church and State
given in the Bible (MATTHEW
22: 21), must be avoided and by
way of protest regarded as a violation of conscience bound in
Holy Scripture. Here we have
reference to Bible reading, the
singing of hymns in choruses,
pra.yers, and the playing of religious songs in religious services or devotional parts of gatherings sponsored by the public school -all or one of which
may affect our children and
young people who desire a good
education, but who will not disobey the Word of God in ROMANS 16: 17: “Mark them which
came divisions and oflenses contrarg to the doctrine which ye
have learned and avoid them.”

Because of these problems and
many others which could be
parents
mentioned, Christian
must guide and advise their children most carefully lest they do
that which God’s Word forbids.
The teaching of religion and
spiritual training are the duty,
first and foremost, of parents.
TO them God says: “And these
words which I command thee
this day shall be in thine heart,
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and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children!” DEU-

6: 4. Solomon writes:
‘,‘Train up a child in the way he

TERONOMY

,sho&d go, and when he is old,
. he will not depart from it!”

22:6. And through
Paul, God tells fathers as the
head of the family: “Provoke
PROVERBS

not your children to wrath, but
bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord!”
~~PHESIANS

6:4.

To emphasize the seriousness
of this obligation, Luther warns
in his Large Catechism: “Think
‘w$hat deadly harm you do when
you are negligent in this respect
and fail to bring up your children to usefulness and piety.
You bring upon yourself sin and
wrath, thus earning hell by the
way you have reared your own
children, no matter how devout
and holy you may be in other respects..”
Surrounded as they are today
by hostile influences, by secularism, materialism, and worldliness, our children need Christ.centered training in the home
from parents who are truly Godfearing and know their Bible.
Such religious education, which
‘the ,public school cannot supply,
will be a strong bulwark against
<the many evils and unscriptural
teachings and practices with
whic;h our youth come into contact. It will serve to keep them
close to the God who created

them, the Savior who redeemed
them, and the Holy Spirit who,
through the Word and Sacrament, brought them to faith.
In all this the Church lends a
hand as it assist.s paw&s in
their difficult task of the spiritual upbringing of their children. Through faithful attendance at divine services and at
Sunday School the Master Teacher will nourish their souls
with the One Thing Needful. He
will also hear fervent prayers
of parents and children as they
seek wisdom, strength, and courage from His gracious hands.
May the blessing of almighty
God rest upon parents and children as they together walk on
the paths of righteousness!
-0. w. s.
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V’or the lo,ve of money is the root of all evil.” I TIMOTHY

From these words we see what
a filthy thing greed or mammonservice must be. What more degrading thing can be said of it
than this that it is a root of all
evil? No evil, accordingly, is so
great ; and however numerous
the evils may be, mammon-service brings them all out! From
it grows selfishness and lovelessness against the neighbor ;
hatred and jealousy and indifference toward Christ, His Word,
and His grace; yes, enmity against God; contempt of heavenly riches ; deceit, murder, and
stubborn resistance against the
operation of the Holy Ghost, and
the like.
Where love for money and
possessions en t e r s the heart,
there the love of God departs.
Where mammon builds an altar,
there the heart is turned into a
heathenish temple from which
the true God must quickly withdraw. Even though the mammon-server per f arms ever so
many external works of Christian devotion, the heart cannot
be divided; and since the heart
which clings to ma mm o n is
turned away from God, therefore its entire Christian devotion is a miserable piece of deception which is an abomination
before God. A mammon-server
may conduct himself ever so

6: 10.

piously, he nevertheless really
hates God from the bottom of
his heart. If there were a possibility of being saved without
God’s grace, he would then pay
no attention to the grace of God.
And if it would be possible for
him to live eternally here in the
world in earthly joy, he then
would be satisfied to remain separated from God. He would
gladly let God keep His heaven
for Himself, while he would prefer to enjoy himself with the
world.
The sharp Law of God or His
sweet, Gospel is preached in vain
to a mammon-server. The cares,
riches, and pleasures of this life
choke the heavenly Seed. One
who loves earthly possessions allows himself at times to be
touched at heart, for he too
would like to possess the heavcnly treasures a part from the
earthly. But, hardly have his
thoughts returned again to the
earthly things, when the latter
close in upon him like the dnshing waves of the sea and extinguish again the glowing sparks
df grace.
A mammon-server
often
reaches the earnest decision to
become a Christian .and to follow
Christ until death, but when he
finally hears the words of the
Savior, “Go and sell all that
109

thou hast, la,ndgive to the poor”;

when he hears that he must tear
his heart loose from everything
earthly, -that he must have these
possessions only for the purpose
of doing good, then he departs
,as that young man did, sorrowfully (MATTHEW 19: 20f) ; this
gate is too narrow for him, this
,way is too small, these conditions are too difficult.
But what is his lot? Even here
in this life he experiences grief,
bitterness, anxiety, uneasiness,
and discontentment. He always
.thinks, “If you yet had this or
that, then you would be contented.? But the more he gets, the
more he wants.
Death is a terrifying messenger to the mammon-server.
Either it terrifies him to leave
‘the possessions of this world, or
he isn’t sure just what ,his standing is with God. He has an uneasy feeling that Christ may not
accept him as one of His followers. Hesuspects that in his concern for earthly riches he forgot
the heavenly and squandered his
time of grace here on earth.
Alas, many a person in the hour
of death awakened out of his
dream and finally with much
groaning departed this life without hope and comfort!
The despair which takes hold
of a mammon-server, however,
is by comparison only a mild
sign of what awaits him in eternity. He did not seek his joy in
God while here on earth but ra-

ther in the filthy mammon,
therefore God will also tell him:
“Go ahead, let your dead idols
now save you. I” God’s wrath and
eternal damnation will be the interests with which those will
busy themselves who used their
earthly wealth selfishly, feasting their greedy eyes on it, refusing to let it bear heavenly
interest for them by using it for
charity to the poor and for the
spreading of the kingdom if God.
There the mammon-servers will
excuse themselves in vain .when
they say: “What evil have we
done that we should be condemned?” God will answer them,
“Very well, if you have done no
evil, where is the good which
you should have accomplished ?
Not only the tree which bears
evil fruit, but also the tree which
bears no good fruits is cut down
and cast into the fire. I blessed
you with earthly possessions,
but where is the interest which
you should have gained from
the pound I loaned you? The undried tears of the poor bear witness against you before Me. The.
corrosion clinging to the gold &
silver in your banks, the sigh-.
ings of the oppressed and the
deceived ones, yes, your entire
life spent in seeking after earthly things testifies against you
that you gathered riches for
yourself, that you lived for your
own interests, and that you did
not serve Me but mammon.
Therefore, depart from Me, ye
I IO

cursed into everlasting
fire
which has been prepared for the
devil and all his angels !”
Oh, therefore, let every one be
frightened away from the filthy
service of mammon ! The time he
spends in its employ is miserable, indeed, and his final wage
is most terrifying. Here in this
life he cheats the people out of a
peaceful and quiet heart, there
in eternity he cheats them out
of God, soul, and salvation.
Give us this day our d&y bread
And tet us all be clothed and fed,
From war and strife be our Def ense,
From famine and from pestilence,
That we may live in godly peace,
Free from a.ll care and avarice.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 485.)
Taegliche Hausandacht
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Editorial

Comment

The Synodical Conf ereazcewill
continue to exist, even though.. it
now includes only the Missouri
Synod and the Synod of Ev?ngelical Lutheran Churches ( S]Ovak) . This decision was made by
delegates to the 48th Convention of the Conference which
met last month. The Conference
also asked for closer contacts
with churches 0versea.s. Future
of the Conference had been in
question since the Wisconsin Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (Norwegian)
withdrew last year. Meanwhile, three
Wisconsin leaders left for Nigeria to report to the church
there why they withdrew from
the Synodical Conference.
The Synodical Conference wa3
organized July 10-l 6, 1872, at
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It endured nzany a storm throught the
years, and its chief characteristic was the Conference’s unfd
tering adherence to the Word of
God. Unfortunately, however, in
recent decades the Missouri
Synod began to tolerate fake doctrines and errorists in its midst.
When admonitions failed, the
Wisconsin and Norwegian Synods very regretfully with,drew
from the Synodical Conference

C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
--Translated by E. L. M.
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The SCriptural Relation
Between
Justification and Sanctification
Convention Essuy -by

Pastor P. R. Bloedel

(continued)
WE HAVE STATED before that it is i.mpossible for a. Christianto
attain perfect righteousness of life here on earth (PHILIPPIANS 3:
12; I TIMOTHY 1: 15). In this respect, however, it is important to
emphasize the fact that God nevertheless requires of the believers
PERFECT sanctification (LEVITICUS 19: 2 ; MATTHEW 5: 48). This
is set forth so strongly in Scripture that there are those who teach
that a cornp 1et e and perfect sanctification is attainable in this life,
but such a notion cannot be held in the heart of a Christian who
must daily ask God for the forgiveness of his sins and is even
taught so in the Lord% Prayer. The Roman Church even teaches
that there are certain individuals who have more holiness than
they need for themselves and that their surplus holiness, which
they call “works of supererogation” are included in the treasury of
the church and may be sold or dispensed to others through the
church. But the Bible denounces such perfectionism as deception
and a gross lie. Scripture tel1.s us: “If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,” I JOHN 1:8, and
in still stronger language, Scripture declares: “If we say that we
/have not sinned, we m&e Him a liar and His Word is not in us,”
I JOHN 8: IO.
BUT AS perfectionism

is an evil and wicked teaching so also
just as evil and just as wicked is an attitude of indiflerence toward
sanctification which is found in the hearts of many who call themselves Christians. <They want to be known as foilowers of Jesus but
do not -want to walk in His ways. They want to follow Christ and
at the Same time they want to follow the world and its allurements.
But God says to all such: “This ye know that no whorimonger, nor
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, h&h any
inheritance in the K&gdom of Christ and of God. L&t no man deceive you with vain words; for because of these things c&neth the
wrath of God upon the children of disobedien.ce. Be not ye therefore partakers with them,” EPHESIANS 5:5-X “Ye cannot serve
God and mammon,” MATTHEW 6:24. 90 likewise, whosoever he be

I I2

of you that fomaketh not all that he heath, he txtnnot be My &sciple," LUKE 14: 33. “If any man will
come after Me, Zet him deny
himself and take up his CTOSSand follow Me,” MATTHEW l&24.
0,

.wc then never excuse ourselves for our neglect of sanctification, for our indifference with regard to following the Word of the
Lord. It is God’s Will and the will of every true Christian earnestly
and persistently to strive after perfection. God wants us to be
fruitful, not merely in some, but in AL:L good works, “that ye
may

,mig.ht walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work,” the Apostle writes in COLOSSIANS I: IO. Again,
ill P.HILWYIANS 4:8, we read: “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whmkoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are. of good report; if there be any virtue ,and if there be aby
praise, think 0% these things.” Christians are therefore earnestly

admonished in Scripture to abound in sanctification, in every good
word, and work, in the work of the Lord, in the knowledge of God.
in all patience and longsuffering, in the love of the brethren and of
all people, in doing those things which plea.se the Lord. And in or&r to abound in sanctification a Christian must not take this matter lightly but must severely discipline himself, even as St. Paul
writes: “I keep under my body and brin,g it into subjection, lest
that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself &ouJd
be a castaway,” I CORINTHIANS 9:27.

a Christian strives for perfection, the
.more conscious he becomes of his sins, frailties and failings, and
the more %diligently he acknowledges his sins before God, and the
more he rejoices in the grace of God which is. not dependent upon
the good works of the Christian. Here the proper sepa.ration between Law and Gospel is extremely vital for on the one hand the
.Christian must be fully assured of God’s grace and salvation and
on the other han.d he must require of himself perfection in sanctification. And since the Christian’s life is motivated by the Gospel
and not by the Law he renews, every day, his struggle to attain
perfect sanctification, to rid himself of sin and to serve God alone
in all his works, deploring his many failings, crying out with the
Apostle Paul: “0 wretched man that I a,m!” but at the same time
being assured of a glorious victory through Christ, and again he
is filled with the compelling desire to live unto Him who died for
all. Let us, then, who love the Savior, not sit at home and. wait to
be pushed .into the doing of those works which are pleasing to God
but rather go out and seek opportunities to serve the Lord in our
THE
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lives, being “xea2oiis of good works,” TITUS 2: 14, (‘not being weary
in well doing,” GALATIANS 6: 9. Being a Christian is not a hobby,
but it is a calling. Serving the Lord is not an avocation but a
vocation for which the Christians should make the very most of
their time here on earth. Happy should those Christians be whose
pastors properly and without any fear or faltering urge them to
become “rich in good works”; ‘%y the mercies of God” to present
their bodies “‘a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable acnto God.” Dr. Walther writes: “Sincere Christians, though weak in many respects,
do not mean to reject the Word of God; they desire to live unto
Him who died for them,” (q,uoted in Christian Dogmatics, Pieper,
vol. III, p. 49)
THE WORDS of Zacharias should be in every Christian heart:
l

“That we being delivered ou,t of the harz#dof our enemie.s might
selrve Ifim without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him,
all the days of our life,” LUKE 1: 74-75. The Law is therefore the
rule for the Christian’s life ; it is the path which the Christian fol-

lowas and upon which the Christian walks in his life of sanctification, not in order that he might be saved thereby, but because
through Christ he has been saved; not in order that his sins might
be forgiven thereby, but because his sins have been forgiven. What
a wonderful way for u.s to show our appreciation and to express
our gratitude to the Lord! What an opportunity to show our love
for Him who first loved us ! What a pleasure to trust in every word
tind promise of Him who laid.down His life for us ! What a privi-.
lege to speak to Him in prayer; to sit at His feet and hear His
Word ; to spread the message of salvation to others; to rea.ch out
to those who are still sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death; to labor for Him and His Kingdom in the pulpit or in the
parsonage, in the field or in the kitchen, in the factory or in the
office, in our work or in our recreation, in the street or in the market; to serve one another by love and to delight ourselves in the
Lord !
AND ALTHOUGH the Christian earns nothing from God by his
life of sanctification, yet God rewards the Christians richly for
their good works. St. Paul writes: “Every man shall receive his
own reward according to his own labour,” I CORINTHIANS 3: 8. Jesus says: “Love ye VOW enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for
nothing aqain; a,nd yozbr reward shall be great,” LUKE 6: 35. “When
thou malcest a feast, ciall the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:
and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the ju&,” LUKE

14:

X3,14. In I TIMOTI-IY 4:8, we read: “Godlines,s is profit&le 2lqt-.

to all things, having promise of the life that now is, a,nd of that
which is to come.” The Bible therefore tea.ches that God indeed re-

wards the good works of Christians here in time and, particularly,
in eternity, (see also EPHESIANS 6:2, “The first commandment
with promise”;
we faint not.“)

GALATIANS

6: 9, “In due season we shal.1 reap, if

however, makes it very clear that this reward
which God bestows upon the good works of the Christian is, from
beginning to end, a reward of grace and not a reward of merit. He
who insists that God reward him for his good works is not a Christian but places himself outside of God’s Kingdom of Grace. Such a
request is impossible inasmuch as all of the Christian’s works are
tainted with sin which unless forgiven will sentence him to eternal
damnation. Such a request is also out of the question because not
the Christian but God is the Author of the Christian’s good works.
The fact that even our best works are mixed with sin is entirely
our doing, but, insofar as our works are good, they are God’s work
in us. By pronouncing a reward upon the works of the Christian
God is thereby crowning His own gift in us. He is rewarding His
own work in us and He does this not because He owes us anything
‘but because of His mercy and grace in Christ Jesus for the strengthening of our faith and for our comfort in the performance of
IIis will. St. Pa.ul therefore admonishes the Christian: “Cast nit
THE

BIBLE,

away therefore your confidence, which hath great recotipense of
reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the
.will of God, ye might receive the promise,” HEBREWS 10:35.

of this section it is well, in summary fashion, to reourselves of the.importance or the value of sanctification:
By our good works we are performing the will of the Lord.
By our good works we are glorifying the God of our salvation.
By our good works we are bringing before God a. thankoffering for His grace and mercy.
By our good works our fellowmen are incited to glorify
God.
By our good works we lead others to the Word of God and
to eternal life.
By our good works we prove the genuiness of our faith.
By our good works we ihave God’s own testimony for our
state of grace.
By our good works we make our calling and election sure.

IN CONCLUSION

mind
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Ii5

9) On account of our good works God bestows upon us rich
rewards of grace.
IO) By our good works we fulfill the chief purpose of our lives
here on earth as Christians.
(continued in the next issue)
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Under the Lord’s blessings, it was the privilege of the undersigned, together with a layman from his congregation, Mr. Victor
Bloedel, to attend the ‘Cit/‘a.terlooLutheran Free Conference, in harmony with the request of our recent convention ; that is, not of%cially representing our Conference, but in the capacity of individuals for the purpose of observation and Christian testimony. The
Conference was held in Waterloo, Iowa, July ‘7- 9, 1964.
On Tuesday morning, the opening day, we register,ed at the
Conference meeting pl,ace, the Clayton House Motel. This made it
possible for us to become part,icipants in the work of the Conference, with speaking and voting privileges during its sessions.
This Conference was defined by the Arrangements Committee
as being “a meeting of ind.ividuals who meet as free agents, not
representing their church loodietsas such.” The purpose of the Conference was set forth by the same committee in these words: “The
immediate purpose is to provide a forum for mutual strengthening of all those who are concerned about an uncompromising confession of doctrines currently being jeopardized in the Lutheran
church. The ultimate objective is to obtain full unity in the unders,tanding of the Lutheran Confessions and in their application in
practical church life.”
The basis of this Conference was “agreement on the doctrine
of the inerrancy, inspiration, authority, and historicity of Scripture, and on the necessity o’f doctrinal unity as a prerequisite for
joint worship and church work.”
A group of concerned individuals from various Lutheran
bodies formed the Arrangements Committee which sponsored the
Conference. It was not sponsored by any one synod or church body.
Interested individuals and congregations met the expenses
with donations sent directly to the Conference treasurer, Mr. nobert Frick. It did not have the financial support of any synodi&
body. A. registration fee of $5 collected from each participating
individual at the Waterloo meeting will take care of the financial

needs of the Conference until its next meeting.
No joint devotions were held at this conference because its
members were composed of Lutherans from various bodies not in
fellowship. A moment of silence was observed to provide opportunity for all individually to implore the Lord’s blessings upon its
work. Rev. Norman Berg (WELS) was moderator.
During the course of this three-day conference eight essays
were delivered, presenting “a complete study of the doctrine of
Scripture, with particular concern for consideration of those
theories and errors that are plaguing the Church today.”
The first essay was presented by the Rev. Vernon H. Harley,
Our Saviour Lutheran Church (LC-MS),
Corpus Christi, Texas,
THE CON,TENT AND PURPOSE OF SCRIPTURE. The panelists
were: Rev. Edgar Hoenecke, Prof. R. Mohrhardt, Rev. T. Aaberg,
Rev. J. Molstad.
The second essay was presented by Dr. Siegbert W. Becker,
Milwaukee Lutheran College (WELS) , Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
INSPIRATION
OF SCRIPTURE. The panelists were: Rev. Rehkoph, Prof. M. Otto, Rev. Hoffmeyer, Rev. E. Erickson.
The third essay was presented by Prof. Bjorne W. Teigen,
President, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota, (ELS) ,
SCRIPTURE AS REVELATION.
The panelists were: Prof. Blume,
Rev. Burgdorf, Rev. Walter Lang, Rev. Luther Bajus.
The fourth essay was presented by the Rev. Allen R. Blegen,
Emmanuel Lutheran Church (ALC) , Wheaton, Illinois, THE INERRANCY OF SCRIPTURE. The panelists were: Rev. H. Otten,
Prof. C. Toppe, Rev. W. Gawrisch, Rev. J. Madson.
The fifth essay was presented by the Rev. John 0. Lang, St.
Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church (ALC), Columbus, Ohio, AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE. The panelists were: Rev. W. Otten, Dr. Tjernagel, Rev, A. Drevlow, Prof. C. Frey.
The sixth essay was presented by Prof. Carl J. Lawrenz, President, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WELS) , Mequon, Wisconsin, .THE CLARITY OF SCRIPTURE. The panelists were: Rev.
W. McLaughlin, Rev. H. W. Romoser, Rev. T. Teigen, Rev. C. Rusch.
The seventh essay was presented by the Rev. Kenneth Miller,
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church (LC-MS) , Delhi, Ontario, Canada,
BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION.
The panelists were: Rev. L. Faulstick, Rev. N. Hasz, Rev. Paul G. Koch, Rev. J. N. Peterson.
The eighth essay was presented by Prof. Julian G. Anderson,
Bethany Lutheran Seminary (ELS) , Mankato, Minnesota, SCRIPTURE

AND

TRADITION

IN RELATION
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TO THE

CHURCH.

The panelists were: Rev. C. MacKenzie, Rev. R. Goetgen, Rev. Geo,
Gullixson, Rev. Paul Eickmann.
After aa.nessay was presented each panelist was given the floor
to present his comments. After that the registered participants
were given the floor for a general discussion of the essa.y. The Committee distributed a summary of each essay, the doctrinal content
of which was then after thorough discussion and correction, where
necessary, adopted by the Conference. While these summaries are
very fitting, they can be misunderstood apa.rt from the background
of the complete essay.
The orthodox position on the doctrine of Scripture was ably
and earnestly upheld at this meeting, and there seemed to be complete doctrinal unity on that subject. The Conference also voted
that “it finds itself in agreement with the substance of the essays
delivered at the Conference,” This initial unity prompted the Confcrcnce to resolve to hold another meeting next year, the Lord willing. The determin.ation of the time, place, subject of discussion,
essayists, and panelists was left up to the Arrangements Committee. To assist the Committee in this work, questionaires were distributed to all participants, on which they could anonymously offer
their suggestions.
Our readers ma.y obtain printed copies of the eight essays by
writing to iVo~~thweste:rn PzG%shing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
53208. Tape recordings of the essays are available from Hope Put&My Rz.treau, Hill City, Minnesota.
It is reported that there were approximately 290 present, including also a considerable number of women observers, mostly
p.a,stor’s wives. Men from ten Lutheran church bodies were present,
from 30 dates and Canada: The Lutheran Church in America, the
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, the American Lutheran Church,
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the
Church of the Lutheran Confession, Lutheran Churches of the
Reformation,
the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations,
and the Concordia Lutheran Conference.
The fact that the Tinley Park Convention requested individuals to attend this Conference shows that the members of our
Conference are truly concerned about true Christian unity and about finding those who may have been brought by the Holy Spirit
into that unity, which is based on full agreement in God’s Word.
TO that end al.so may the Lord further
bless this Free Conference
and our own individual p:articipation in it!
-E. L. M.
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Beware
Od
Fake Teachers!
“Now I beseech you, brethren,
r.~trk them which cause divisions and oflenses contrary to
the d.octrine which ye have
learned; and ia,void them.”
-ROMANS 16: 17.

The denomination which has,
teaches, a~nd confesses all the
doctrines of God’s Word in unalloyed purity is called an orthotlorc church. To this we must adhere and contribute toward its
maintenance and propagation
according to our ability.
Any denomination,
on the
other hand, that does not have,
teach, and confess all the doctrines of the Word of God as we
find them in the Bible, is called
heterodox. Such denominations
cause divisions :and offenses among Christ’s people by departing from the doctrine which we
learn from the Word of God.
These the disciples of Jesus must
avoid: for so the Holy Spirit
t,eaches us to do.
Listen, Christian, how this is !
You must curse false doctrine,
(GALATIANS I: 8,9). Hence you
must carefully beware of false
teachers as destroyers of your
soul, and you must not believe
them, but try, or prove, them
by the standard of God’s Word,
and you will find them to be
liars, (MATTHEW Cl-5 ; I JOHN
4: I ; REVELATION 2: 2). Hetero-

dox chiiFChe.s, wheye false teachers hold sway, you must at-void;
you must come out
from such a church if hitherto
YOU have belonged to it; you
must be separate; you must avoid it, (II CORINTHIANS 6: I&
18).
Heterodox Christians, however, you must not judge or condemn as unchristian,
but.in
charity you must believe that
they are merely deficient in this
or that point of Christian knowledge. For consider, if some of
the saving doctrines are still
taught in a heterodox denomination, then there may be, in fact,
tihen there still must be, some
children of God among them.
And you must rejoice that it is
even so. But as far ,as you are
concerned, if you would be a true
disciple, you must continue in
His Word and in the church
which has, teaches, and confesses His Word in all its purity.
from Zorn’s Crumbs,
-Selected by J. Schmitt,
through his Pastor,
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