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TO show, on the basis of Soripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly livea.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and medttation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full,truth
and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church f eliowahip
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called ecientifit theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the varfous socalled
“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
ConSessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the natiolis as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

Around

the World

(With Editorial Comment)
The biennial convention of the
Lutherun

Church in America at

Pittsburg reaffirmed a restriction barring Masons and ‘members of other secret orders from
being ordained as LCR pastors.
Clergymen who were lodge members prior to the formation of
the church in 1960 are not affected by the restriction, which
was incorporated in the LCA
constitution at the time the body
was established. The provision
approved by the convention said,
No LCA minister “shall be or become a member of a group which
because of its oath of secrecy
makes it impossible
for the
church to determine if its teaching and ceremonies are consistent with what the Lord has
given solely to His church.” An
attempt to delete the provision
from the standards was made by
a Columbus, Ohio, attorney, who
said he is a past grand master
and current grand secretary of
the Masonic Grand Lodge of
Ohio, The Ohio lay delegate contended that the LCA maintains
a “double stand.ard” becau~se,
while it bars pastor,s from lodge
membership, it does not object
to such membership by its lay
members. He ,said that pastors
should be able to “witness” to

lodge members as well as other
persons and said the effect of
the re,striction is to tell ministers
to “go into the world except to
the lodge room.” Dr. P. 0, Bersell of Minneapolis, president
emeritus of the former Augustana Lutheran Church, voiced
surprise that there should be any
objection to the restriction, adding: “There never would have
been an LCA if this had not been
adopted.” The delegate’s motion
was defeated, and ministerial
standards were approved.
The first part of that Ohio lay
delegate’s argument is very Zogioal. If 1od g e membership is
wrong on the part of the clergy,
then it is certainly wrong on the
part of the laymen. It is the duty
of the pastor to witness to the
lodge members, as th.e luy delegate correctly states, but in order to do this it is not necessary
for the pastor to become a lodge
member. The lodges (Masons,
Elks, Moose, etc.) deny the Holy
Trinity, the way of salvation alone by gra,ce through faith, in
Christ, and substitute for the
Gospel plan of redemption the
pagan doctrine of salvation by
work-righteousness.
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“GOD is OUR REFUGE’
A Reformation

and STRtENGTH.’
Meditation

October, 1964, marks the observation of the 447th anniversary of the Reformation. It was
on October 31,1517, that Martin
Luther, a former monk, nailed
his 95, Theses to the door of the
Castle Church in Wittenberg,
Germany, thereby uncovering
the errors of the Roman Catholic Church and restoring the
truths of Scripture. Through the
work of the Reformation priceless liberties and wonderful spiritual treasures have come down
to. us and to our children. We
thank God for them and pray
that He might preserve them to
us as long as we and our descendants live.
As we again note this great
event, it is fitting that we express our Christian faith and
gratitude in the words of Psalm
46: 1 and 7: “God is our Refuge

struggle against the devil, the
world, and the flesh. He learned
that the Church which is built
upon the Gospel of Christ is a
fortress in which the true believer is safe and secure. He once
wrote: “The Church is a group
of people who not only have,
God’s Word, but also love and
keep it and forsake everything
for the sake of love!”
The church of Luther’s day
conveyed very little of refuge,
strength, and help to him. ” In
1505, he joined a monastery to
seek peace, engaged in self-torture to ease hi.s conscience, mlade
a pilgrimage to Rome, and in
1511 came to Wittenberg. There
in a tower room of’ the university, God opened his eyes to see
the truth that “a man is justified

and Strength. . . . . the Lord of
hosts is with us; the God of Axcob is OU’PRefuge!” This psalm

then on Luther labored for the
welfare of immortal souls and
stressed the sole authority of
God’s Word. In a debate he declared, “A simple layman armed
with Scripture is to be believed
above a pope or council without
it !” How sad that ‘today only a
few of our lay people a’re equipped to do this. May we all attend
our Bible Classes and make diligent use of our other opportunities to grow in grace, so that we

formed the basis for Luther’s
battle hymn, “A Mighty Fortress.” As he contended for the
Truth during those trying years
of the early 16th century, God
alone was his Refuge and his
Strength. The Reformer discovered that the pure Word is
powerful for every conflict and
affords strength and help for the

by FAITH
the Law.”

without the debds of
ROMANS 3:28. From

are increasingly better equipped
to fight the good fight of faith
with God’s Word !
During the Reformation the
church flourished because Christ
became the Center of faith and
life. Luther .said: “God’s Word
cannot be without God’s people,
and God’s people cannot be without God’s Word !” It is still true
that if the church is to prosper,
Christ must continue to be exalted, and His Word must continue to rule. God is our Refuge
and Strength. He is faithful, but
so often we are found unfaithful, Let us accept Him as our Refuge and Strength by true faith,
and in that faith continue to be
obedient to His Truth and bounil
to Christ alone.
With grateful
hearts we
praise our God and Lord for the
wondrous blessings of the Reformation: The open Bible as the
Source of all truth ; the privilege
of approaching God directly in
prayer, not through saints; the
proper observance of the Lord’s
Supper; the promise of heaven
wiehout the fictitious teaching of
purgatory; and the assurance of
salvation through faith in the
Redeemer. All of these constitute the liberty
wherewith
Christ has made us free. GALA-

churches, homes, and personal
lives. Where that Word is persistently abu:sed and mixed with
error, we are to avoid those who
have adulterated it and sever
fellowship with them, ROMANS
16: 17-18, In these times of doctrinal confusion, liberalism, ‘-and
unionism, even. in Lutiheran circles where orthodoxy had reigned for a century, there is a, crying need for a fearless loyalty to
Holy Writ as marked the life
and work of Luther, who once
boldly-j stated: “I would rather
lose life and limb than surrender
God’s true and clear Word !“.
On this anniversary of the Reformation let us beseech the
Lord’s pardon for our past failings and neglects, as noted, for
example, above; to study, uphold, defend, and spread Scripture as undaunted Lutherans to
the end of our earthly pilgrimage! Thus we will demonstrate
to one and all that “God is our
Refuge and Strength,” and the
Lord of hosts will be with us
and bless us.
-0. w. s.

BACK ISSUES

TIANS 5:1.

To be Christ’s disciples and
sincere Lutheran Christians we
must continue in His Word, having it on our lips and in our
hearts, letting it rule in OUT
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We have had many requests for
back issues of our periodicaf. These
will be priced as follows:
issues of current year _..___.___
.__._ 20
An additional five cents for each
previous year.

During. the month of October confesses what the Evangelists
our attention should have auto- and Apostles believed and wrote
matically been directed to the by the inspiration of God the
Holy Spirit !
Reformation, and Dr. Martin
Luther. We think of the time
God Himself set His seal upon
preceding the Reformation, the the work of Martin Luther. The
tyranny of conscience under the work of reforming the Church
Roman Papacy and then the gra- had been started by others becious deliverance from this evil. fore the time of Luther. John
At this time of year we remind
Huss in Bohemia had testified aburselves a.s to why we call our- gainst the errors of the Roman&elves Lutherans and what Lu- ists only to be burned at ths
theranism actually means.
stake in 1415. Savanarola in ItaLuther is indeed the Refor- ly had also preached against the
mer,but not the originator of the grievous errors of the Romanists only to be hanged in 1498.
Lutheran Church. The Lutheran
Church has been founded by God Luther denounced the errors of
Himself; it stands upon God’s the Romanists, and yet he was
Word, in God’s Word, and under not put to death. He was excomGod’s Word. It teaches
only municated from the Roman
God’s Word -all of it. It accepts Church, which meant that he
and believes the Scriptures sim- could be executed at any time,
ply and without reservation. The and yet he was not harmed. He
true Lutheran Church has not was summoned before the Emdeparted one iota from the Holy peror and the high dignitaries
Scriptures. Let any honest see- of the Roma.n Church, where he
ker a,fter the Truth compare the confidently testified concerning
the truths of God’s Word. When
t.eachings of the true Lutheran
to take back
Church with the Bible and he Luther refused
will find that they are one and what he had said and written,
the same. To be a Lutheran doc- the Romanists screamed: “To
trine, a doctrine must be a Bible the fire with him!” Yet, no one
,doctrine ; and every Bible doc- laid a hand upon him. Indeed,
was the instrument
trine is a Lutheran doctrine. The Luther
true Lutheran Church is there- which God had chosen to restore
fore not a new Church, but ra- the Gospel in all its truth and
ther the old Apostolic Church purity to the people. Luther did
because it accepts, believes, and not invent a new Church or new

teachings; the teachings had always been, for they were the
teachings of Christ and the Apostles.
We should show our thankfulness by valiantly contending for
the faith which was once delivered to the saints. We show our
gratitude by insisting that the
Word of God be taught in all of
its truth and purity. We will
then, by God’s grace, never substitute man’s word for the Word
of God. We do not believe something simply because Luther or

any other church father taught
it! No, indeed! We must subject everything to the Scriptures. If it is contrary to the
Bible, then it mu.st be rejected
-no matter who said or wrote
it ! Ah, dear Christians, let us
thank God for the glorious blessings of the Reformation not
only with our lips, but also with
our deeds. May we, always hold
fast to the Word of God!
Your servant, in Christ,
M. L. Natterer, President

criptural Relation
etween
Justification and Sanctification
Convention Essay -by

Pastor P. R. Btoedel

(concluded)
III.
Now THAT WE HAVE REVIEWEDwhat the Bible teaches about
justification and sanctification, we will proceed briefly to consider
the Scriptural relation between these two doctrines which will involve comparisons and contrasts both with regard to how they are
to be taught and applied.
I. There is a relationship between ju.stification and san&fication brought out in Scripture when the Bible refers to a justification by zuorks. Jesus says in MATTHEW 12r37, "By thy words
thou shalt be ja&ified,

and by thy words thou shalt be condqmed,”

Here Jesus is speaking of a justification which takes place visibb
and before men. Justification before God is this, that a person is
justified by God’s grace alone, for Christ’s sake, through faith,
without works. But before Christians a person is justified by his
I27

works, for, in the eyes of men, works prove the faith which is in
the heart. Jesus says in JOHN l&35, “By this shall all n&en know
that ye are My disciples if ye love o,ne another.” In LUKE 7: 36-50
we have the incident of the sinful woman who anointed Jesus while
He was attending a banquet in the home of Simon the Pharisee. To
Simon, Jesus said concerning this woman: “I say unto thee, Her
gins, which are many, are fo?yiven; FOR SHE LOVED MUCH." Her
acts of love and devotion for her Savior proved the faith which
was in her heart and consequently ju.stified her before men, But
God, who looks into the heart, justifies by f&h that it might be by
grace, Jesus, as God and Lord, turns to the woman and says: Thy
faith izath saved thee; go in peace.” Commenting on the words of
Jesus to Simon, Dr. Luther writes: “In the Church the sinners are
publicly absolved in the same manner when they produce the true
fruits of repentance. For those dare not publicly be absolved who
manifestly persist in their sins and do not show that they have repented.” (St. L. VII: 1460, quoted in Pieper, Vol. II, p. 542). Dr.
Pieper then continues: “The Church must demand of its members
that they prove the faith of the heart by good works. The Church
insists on a justification by works. The further a Christian congregation departs from this practice, the more will license abound
in her midst, the less will she fulfill her calling of being a light to
the world and a salt of the earth.” And again, Pieper writes: “In
the terminology of Luther there are ‘two kinds’ of forgiveness of
sins, or of justification, the ‘internal’ and the ‘external.’ The internal justification takes place through the gracious promise of the
Gospel and through faith which lays hold of this promise. External
justification takes place through the good works of Christians,
which, as the consequence and fruit of the internal justification,
prove to men that internal justification i.s there.” In this way the
individual Christian is able also to examine himself with regard to
his justification. St. Paul writes in II CORINTHIANS 13: 5, “Exam.ine
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves,” St.
James writes: “Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will
shew thee my faith by my works,” JAMES 2:18,In I JOHN 3:14,we
read, “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren.” Again, the Apostle John writes: “Hereby
we do know that we know Him if we keep His commandments. He
that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him,” I John 2:3,4. In II PETER I: IO
the Christians are admonished: “Give diligence to make your calling und election sure.”
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2. Both justification and sanctification are brought about by
the divine operation of the Holy Ghost with this essential difference: In justification an ungodly man is pronounced clean;holy,
and righteous as the result of Christ’s substitutional satisfaction
which is proclaimed and offered in the Gospel and which is received by faith. It is therefore a divine act which takes place outside of I man. Sanctification, on the other hand, in a divine work
which takes place within man, for in sanctification a person’s heart
is renewed and he is enabled to avoid sin and to perform works
pleasing to God. It is therefore not imputed righteousness as in
justification but a moral transformation in which works of righteousness are able to be accompli.shed by man as God’s instrument.
In justification, man is passive. He merely receives that which God
offers in the Gospel. In sanctification, man is active in the performance of good works. And these good works are not merely external works performed by words and deeds but also internal works,
such as, love and good will. It may be said in this respect that man
cooperates with God in sanctification, never in justification.
3. Both justification and sanctification are brought about or
effected only by mcan,s of the Gospel and the Law serves the Gospel
both in justification and in sanctification, but with this essential
difference: In. justification, the Law serves the Gospel by working
in man a knowledge of sin and terrors of conscience (as a mirror),
whereas in sanctification, the Law serves the Gospel not only as a
mirror by constantly reminding the Christian of his sinfulness and
damnableness but also as a ruZe to show the Christian which works
are truly pleasing to God. However, in sanctification, the strength
and power to overcome sin and to do good works is furnished only
by the Gospel, as also in justification,
the power to accept the proffered grace of God in Christ Jesus is given to man only through
the Gospel.
4. Justification is a pronouncement or declaration which a person receives at once by faith. There are no degrees of justification.
Sanctification, on the other hand, is a grad& proce’ss, a slow and
progresiive development which continues throughout the life of
the Christian. Just,ification is therefore complete and perfect in
this world whereas sanctification will be complete and perfect only
in heaven where the image of God (lost by Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden) will be fully restored.
5. Justification and sanctification are inseparably related in
the Christian. They may be separated mentally, or’ when they are
129

presented topically, and in reality they are not the same, but as
far as the actual fact of ju.stification and the nctuc~l fact of sanctification is concerned, they are inseparably joined. In other words,
wherever there is justification by faith there must also be sanctification of life, and wherever there is sanctification it must be in
connection with justification, for where there are no good works
there is also no faith. Justification, therefore, cannot exist without
sanctification, and sanctification cannot exist without ju,stification.
Sanctification begins the very moment a person is justified by faith.
6. Sanctification, however, must never be placed before justification and, although it occurs at the same time, it must nevertheless, always retain its proper place as the product or fruit of justification. Justification is always the cause of sanctification, and
sanctification is always the efSect of justification. Justification always sanctifies but sanctification never justifies before God. Actually the sole purpose of justification is sanctification. (Example:
Just a.s heat proceeds from fire so s.anctification proceeds from
justification. )
In conclusion and in order to bring this topic into still sharper
focus, we will note by means of very brief antithetical statements
how the Scripturul Relation between Justification and Sanctification is perverted. The Sckptuml Relation between Justification
and Sanctification is perverted 1. When justification is preached alone, so that the Scriptural
connection between justification
and sanctification is
broken. (Antinomians)
2. When it is taught that faith justifies because it sanctifies.
3. When it i.s ta.ught that an unbeliever can perform Godpleasing works.
4. When the reward of sanctification is taught as a reward of
merit.
5. When anyone endeavors to enforce sanctification by the
Law.
6. When faith is taught as a good work because of which a person is ju,stified. (Compare also: “in view of faith,” in the
doctrine of predestination.)
7. When it is taught that the presence of good works is necessary to obtain justification.
8. When a person believes that he is justified before God by
faith uvzd works.
130

9. When a, Christian credits himself for his good works.
10. When justification is taught as an act of God which occurs
only on Judgment Day.
11. W&n a person bases his justification on his feelings.
12. When the term “grace” in justification is taught as being
a gift of grace which is infused in man and earned by
rn&Il*

13. When it is taught that there are degrees of justification.
14. When it is taught that by following the teachings of Christ
a person is able to make himself righteous.
15. When al1 sorts of conditions, warnings, or threats are
added to the doctrine of justification.
16. When it is taught that man, of his own free will, is able to
accept’ the righteousness of Christ.
Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith if known,
With Love and hope increasing.
Yet faith alone doth justify,
Works serve thy neighbor and sqbpply
The proof that faith is living.
AlI blessing, honor, thanks and pruiee
To Father, Son, and SpiTit,
The God that saved us by His grace,AII glory to His merit!
0 Triune God in heaven above,
Who ha& revealed Thy slaving love,
Thy blessed name be hallowed. Amen.
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