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To furnish
Scriptural

aids for Bible study and articles
devotion
and meditation.

To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concdrdia
Lutheran Conference
is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations
which
form
our
Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
denying,
however,
that there may be others
unknown to us who truly shure our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly
belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine
and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize
the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may then
a God-pleasing
church
proceed
to practice
fellowship
with
them
by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually
acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
joined together
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various so-called
“Lutheran” church bodies by comparing
their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the current
happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

THE WICKED INVENTIONS QF THE ROMAN CHURCH
For several hundred years after
Pentecost the e a r 1 y Christian
churches boldly contended for the
faith in spite of severe persecution,
tribulation and hardships. Thousands of early Christians sealed their
confession with their own b,lood.
But in the 4th century A.D. the
persecution of Christians by the
Roman tyrants came to an end and
the church began to become rather prosperous. Emporer Constantine and Theodosius the Great
placed the sanction of the Roman
Empire u p o n Christianity
and
made it a state religion. This prosperity soon turned into the pomp
and imperialism o f t h e Roman
Church. The spirit of Antichrist
was cultivated and nurtured in
the fertile soil of prosperity. Manmade doctrines and church regulations were placed above the Word
of God.
In the year Y93 A.D. the Roman
Church invented the doctrine of
Pzqrrtory
w h e r e people, after
death, must suffer and pay for
those sins for which they have not
made satisfaction here on earth.
But the Bible does not even suggest
a Purgatory. Even to the thief on
the cross, the Lord Jesus said:
“Verily I say unto thee, today shalt
thou be with Me in Paradise.”
(Luke 23:43).
God’s Word nowhere mentions a second chance
after death, for we read in the
Scriptures : “It is appointed unto

men once to die, but after this the
judgment.”
(H e b r e w s 9:27).
There is furthermore no need for
a Purgatory for God forgives everything for Christ’s sake. St. Paul
writes : “There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus.” (Romans 8 : 1) .
The Roman Church established
a tbieram5ica:l f oma of chn% gwerfzwzefzt with the Pope as the supreme and sovereign head of the
church on earth and under him
the cardinals, archbishops, bishops,
priests, and so on down the line.
How contra.ry to the Word of God
which plainly states: %ne is your
Master, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren.”
(Matthew 23:s).
The Roman Church forbade the
marriage of the clergy. In 1123 the
Pope declared that all clerical marriages must be broken. This decree
created the greatest mass divorce
in all history. The wives of the
priests went into the nunneries and
the children were placed in orphanages. What about that Word
of God which says: “What therefore God hath joined together let
not man put asunder.” (Matthew
19:6). In the Book of Hebrews,
we read: “Marriage is honorable
in all.” (Hebrews 13 : 4) . This certainly includes also the clergy. St.
Paul does not object to marriage
on the part of pastors, for he
writes to Timothy:
“A bishop
must be blameless, the husband of
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one wife.” (I Timothy 3 : 2).
In 1190 the Roman Church invented the Doctri;rze of Indulgences which gave the Pope alone the
power to forgive sins. The forgiveness of sins could therefore be sold
to the people for a price. But what
need is there for indulgences when
our Savior’s blood “cleanses us
from all sins” (I John 1:7) and
when salvation is the free gift of
God (Ephesians Z : 8 ) .
In 12 13 the Pope established
tortzbre trials together w i t h the
death penalty for all those who did
not accept all the teachings of the
Pope. What about the Savior’s
words to Peter: “Put up thy sword
into the sheath , . . All they that
take the sword shall perish with
the sword.” (John 18: 11; Matthew
26: 52). The real sword of the
Church is what St. Paul calls the
“Sword of the Spirit which is the
Word of God”. (Ephesians 6:17).
In 12 15 the Roman Church set
forth the doctrine of Transubstantiation in the Lord’s Supper, stating that the bread is actually
changed into the body of Christ
and that the wine is changed into
the blood of Christ. But the Bible
plainly teaches that the bread remains bread and the wine remains
wine. The Apostle Paul writes:
“As often as ye eat this bread and
drink this CQ, ye do show the
Lord’s death till He come.” (I
Corinthians 11: 2 6) .
The Roman Church furthermore declared that the Bible is not
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sufficient;
that it must be read
only in the light of the Pope’s infallible interpretation
a n d comments; that the traditions of the
church must be placed along side
of the Scriptures as being of equal
value. But the Word of God plainly states. in St. Paul’s second letter
to Timothy:
“And that from a
child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is given by inspiration of
God.” (II Timothy 3:lb17).
In 1303 the Pope claimed political supremacy over all the governments in the world. But does not
the Lord Jesus say of His Church:
“My Kingdom
is not of this
world.” (John 18:36).
Since the time of Luther all who
hold the Scriptural doctrine of
Justification
alone by grace, for
Christ’s sake, through faith are
cursed by the Roman Church. The
virgin Mary has been declared exempt from all stain of original sin
since 18% Separation of Church
and State is condemned by the
Pope since 1864. Since 1870 the
Pope has been declared infallible
(without error) when he speaks in
his .official capacity. Since 19 08 all
marriages not performed by an ordained Roman Catholic priest are
declared invalid by the Roman
Church. And in 19 50 another false
doctrine was added to the long list
already mentioned when the Pope
proclaimed the doctrine that the

virgin Mary was taken bodily into
heaven. These are a few of the
wicked inventions of the Roman
Church. Here we have a brief picture of the great “falling away”
spoken of in II Thessalonians 2: 3ff
in which the “son of perdition”,
the Great Antichrist himself is revealed. Let us never minimize the
terrible f a 1s e teachings of the
Romanists!

A God-Pleasing Life Is the

Necessury Fruit of Faith
In order to have a firm foundation for the hope of eternal salvation, every person must know and
be convinced of the fact that he is
saved o&y by God’s grace alone
through faith in Christ Jesus. This
blessed truth is the very foundation of the Christian religion. Go,d,
Himself, teaches us this truth in a
great number of passages throughout Scripture. Through St. John,
He assures us that “the blood of
Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us
from all sin”. Through St. Paul,
He teaches us that “a man is justified by faith,without the deeds of
the Law”, and that “by grace are
ye saved tbousb faith:, and that
not of youdves,
it is n gift of
God, sot of works, lest any man
-

should boast “. Again we are told:
cc.Weve on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved.” The
Saviour Himself tells Nicodemus
the well-known
words: “God so
loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
b&vetb
in Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
These clear passagesfrom the Bible
and many others make it plain
that we dare not hope to earn salvation by our own sacrifices or by
our own faithfulness -but
thatall of our confidence must rest
alone in Christ and His redemption. This, h owever, does not mean
that we may now live just as we
please, as long as we confess that
we believe in Jesus as our Savior.
Indeed not!! God urges us to strive
after holiness of life.
In fact,
Scripture plainly declares that they
who do not strive after holiness
shall not see God-that
a faith
without
a godly life is a dead
faith.
A Christian pastor must, therefore, not only preach the doctrine
of Justification, that God no longer charges our sins against us but
declares us righteous and holy in
His sight for Jesus’ sake . . . but
he must also preach the doctrine
of Sanctification of life, namely,
that we must show our love for
Jesus and demonstrate our faith in
the Savior by living a God-pleasing
life according to His Word.
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FOR OUR CHkDREN
On July

17, 1501, Luther

entered the University of Erfurt, He
was now 18 years old. The University of Erfurt was the most famous
German university. It was located
in the important city of Erfurt
which then had a population of
about 2 5,000 inhabitants. This city
was known as “little Rome” because it had over a hundred religious buildings: churches, chapels,
monasteries, hospitals, and the like.

What he read was all very new
and strange to him. It was so different from what the Pope was
teaching the people. No wonder it
took a long time before Luther
fully understood the wonderful
truths of the Scriptures.
Once, while he was journeying
home to Mansfeld with one of his
friends, Martin accidentally cut an
artery in his leg with the sword
which he was carrying. He nearly
bled to death and his leg became
badly swollen. Filled with fear he
prayed, as he had been taught, to
mother Mary, crying out in his
pain: YMary, help me!” Later in
life he said: “At that time, I would
have died trusting in Mary.” We
know, of course, that Mary would
not have been able to help him.

Luther’s father was now earning
enough money from the mines so
that he could pay, in full, all of
his son’s expenses at the University.
In the University Luther studied
grammar, logic, rhetoric, music,
arithmetic,
geometry, astronomy
and philosophy. Luther was a very
diligent student and much of his
After I year in the University
time was spent in the University
library. Here in the Library he Luther received his degree as Bachelor of Philosophy and he was perfound the Bible. It was the first
time he had ever looked into the mitted to teach some of the university classes. Three years later,
Holy Scriptures and he was greatly
on January 7, 15 0 5, Luther receivsurprised to see that it contained
much more than the Epistle and ed his Master’s Degree and became
one of the regular teachers. at the
Gospel Lessons which were usually
University. Hans Luther was very
read in the churches. In the Old
Testament he found the story of proud of his son and wanted MarSamuel and Hannah. He read this tin to study law and become a
jurist. He even bought Martin a
story through with great interest
very expensive set of law books and joy. He wished that the Lord
but God had entirely different
would some day give him a Bible
of his own and make him as good plans for Luther.
and pious as Samuel. Whenever he
In spite of all his learning Luthfound time, he would go to the er had very little knowledge of the
library and read in that Bible. Scriptures. He did not know of

Him who had come into the world
to seek and to save that which was
lost, who has, borne our griefs and
carried our s o r r o w s , who was
wounded f o r o u r transgressions
and was bruised for our iniquities,
i.n w h o m we have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins according to the
riches of His grace. Because he did
not know the Savior, Luther was
often very unhappy and depressed.
He could never feel that he hacl
done enough to earn heaven for
himself. His sins greatly disturbed
him and he wondered what he
must do to become really pious and
atone for his sins, and earn God’s
grace and favor.
On July 2, 150 5, when Luther
was returning from a visit with
his. parents, a great thunder-storm
broke upon him as he was nearing
Erfurt. The lightning struck close
beside him and there was a fearful
crash of thunder. Luther threw
himself to the ground. He felt that
death was surely upon him and
that he was eternally lost. In his
terror he cried out: “Help me, dear
Saint Anne! Save me, and I’ll become a monk !” Those people who
desire to leave the world and to
live by themselves in a monastery
where they remain unmarried for
life, renounce all wordly possessions and are obedient to the laws
of the Roman Church, are called
qnonh (if they are men) and ~CU~U
(if they are women). Luther promised in his prayer to Saint Anne

that he would become such a monk
and this promise changed his whole
life. Certainly Saint Anne could
not and did not hear Luther’s
prayer. It was the Lord God who
spared Luther’s life and, through
this incident, God intended to lead
Luther to a more perfect knowledge of the Roman Church and to
a more thorough study of the Bible
in order to train him for the great
work which he was to do.
-B

It is now regretfully
necessary
to announce, in carrying out the
directive of the 1961 Convention,
and for the reasons stated in the
minutes of that convention, that
Trinity
Ev. Lutheran Church of
Clark, S. Dak., and its pastor, E.
C. Hallstein, and Trinity Lutheran
Church of Sigourney - Muscatine,
Iowa, and its pastor, J. E. Shufelt,
are no longer in fellowship or in
membership with the Concordia
Lutheran Conference.
May the
Lord graciously lead these former
brethren back into the unity of
the true faith with us.
E. L. Mehlberg, President

- 151

A CORRECTION
The word “uncertainty’s
on
pqe 13 3, line 11 from the bottom, in t be September issue,
should /hve been Crcertuiaty.”

The Word of God very plainly distinguishes between one congregation or parish and another. It likewise prescribes that a pastor is to
take heed to and feed his OWN flock, over which the Holy Ghost has
made him the overseer: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
(Acts 20: 28) . God’s Word also earnestly warns all Christians against
being busybodies in other men’s matters: this applies also to Christian
pastors: “But let none of you suffer as.a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters.” (I Peter 4: 15).
When therefore any pastor enters into another flock than his own to
feed or guide it without its own pastor’s knowledge and consent, he
seriously violates the Word of God by such action, placing himself into
the category of thieves and murderers. Every faithful Christian will
therefore refuse recognition to and have no dealing with such a thief of
the Savior’s beloved sheep. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other
way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the
sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out. And when he putteh forth his own sheep, he goeth before
them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger
will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the
voice of strangers.” (John 10 : 1-j ) . The Christian will follow only the
Great Shepherd, our Lord Jesus, and the undershepherd of Jesus or
pastor who has been regularly called to such office in his congregation:
“And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of
God, as was Aaron.” (Hebrews 5 :4) ., cCAnd how shall they preach,
except they be sent?” (Remans 10 : 15 a). (Compare also Augsburg
Confession, Article XIV.)
Submitted by
The Board of Directors
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Tenth Anniversary of
St. Stephen’s, Wilmot
November 5, 1961 will be a
memorable day for the members of
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church,
Wilmot, S. Dak. On that date, God
willing, a special service of praise
and thanksgiving
will mark the
Tenth Anniversary of the founding of this congregation.
Although its roots
go back
many years, St. Stephen’s was formally organized on November 2,
1951, when some 20 families of
Christ and Centennial churches of
)Vilmot, together with their pastor, Rev. Paul Bloedel, renounced
their affiliation with the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod for doctrinal reasons and then formed a
new congregation in fellowship
with the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, now known as the Concordia Lutheran Conference.
During the first year this grou.p
worshiped in the home of a member, Mr. Henry Reil. In the meantime property was purchased in
Wilmot, and construction of a new
church building was begun. It was
on November 2, 1952, that the
present house of worship was formally dedicated.
The attractive
white frame building seats approximately 120 people.
Pastor Bloedel served this congregation until February, I9 5 5,
when he was granted a peaceful
release to accept a call to St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Empire, Ore-
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gon. At present he is pastor of St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church, Seattle,
Wash. On March 13, 19 5 I, Rev.
0. W. Schaefer of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, was installed as pastor
of St. Stephen’s.
At present the Wilmot congregation numbers 114 sods, with 77
communicants and 15 men comprising the voting assembly.
May God continue to bless.their
endeavors in His name and keep
both pastor and people loyal to the
Scriptures u n t o the end! The
members of St. Stephen’s join in
this’ humble and grateful prayer:
“The Lord our God be with us, as
He was with our fathers; let Him
not leave us nor forsake us, that
He may incline our hearts unto
Him to walk in all His ways!”
I Kings 8:57-~
-0.w.s.

Wilmot Mission Festival
Sunday, September 24, 1961,
was a significant occasion for the
members of St. Stephen’s, Lutheran
Church at Wilmot, S. Dak. It was
their annual Mission Festival with
two special services.
In the morning service Mr. JuIius Schmitt, second-year student at
our Concordia Lutheran Conference Seminary in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, delivered the sermon. His
edifying and instructive message,
based on Romans I : IQ, treated the
important question: “Why wasn’t
Paul ashamed to preach the Gospel
of Christ to all men?” Three an-

swers were given: because it is the
power of God; because it is the
power of God unto salvation; and
because it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.
After this service a delicious
dinner was served in the church
basement by the ladies of the congregation.
In the afternoon service the local pastor, Rev. 0, W. Schaefer,
preached the sermon. Using Habakkuk 2:14 as his text, he spoke
on “The Divine Promise of Triumphs in M i s s i o n Work”
He
pointed out how this promise has
been fulfilled in the past, as in the
days of the apostles, Martin Luther, and also in modern times, and

to what this promise should move
us in the future, namely, to more
fervent prayer, greater personal
testimony, and more generous gifts
on behalf of mission work.
The total offering from these
two services amounted to $124.67.
This money will be used in our
Conference to help spread the precious soul-saving Word of Christ
in these “last days of sore distress.”
The Lord granted cool and pleasant weather for this occasion, and
those in attendance returned to
their homes with the solemn prayer on their lips :
Oh, spread the conquest of Thy
Word
And let Thy kingdom come, dear
Lord!
-0.w.s.

A Brief Report On the Convention of the Wisconsin Synod
The 36th Convention of the
Synod
Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran
met August S-17,1961, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The major event
at this convention was the decision
to sever the fraternal ties which
had bound it to the Missouri Synod
for nearly ninety years. Space will
not allow the printing of the entire
official resolution containing
12
ccWherea.s” statements and IO “Resolved” sentences.
In this brief report, however, we
shall quote but a portion of the
official resolution adopted by a
vote of 124 to 49.
“Resolved, That we now suspend fellowship with the Lutheran

Church-Missouri
S y n o d on the
basis of Romans 16:W18,
with
the hope and prayer to God that
The Lutheran
Church - Missouri
Synod will hear in this resolution
an evangelical summons to ‘come
to herself’ (Luke 11: 17) and to
return to the side of the sister
from whom she has estranged herself;
Resolved, That under conditions
which do not imply a denial of our
previous testimony we stand ready
to resume discussions with The
Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod
with the aim of re-establishing unity of doctrine and practice and
of restoring fellowship relations,
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these discussions to be conducted
outside the framework of fellowship, and be it further
Resolved, That we are not passing judgment on the personal faith
of any individua1 member of The
Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod,
but that we are addressing the
stern admonition required by love
to The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod as a corporate body, and be
it further
Resolved, That we are ready to
continue our support of the joint

projects carried on by the Synodical Conference an d by groups
within the Synodical Conference
until we can adjust to the new
conditions brought about by the
suspension of fellowship with the
Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod,
and be it further
Resolved, That we encourage all
who are of a like mind with us in
this matter to identify themselves
with us in supporting the Scriptural, historical position of the Synodical Conference.”
-0.w.s.

In the Gospel according to St.
Luke (Luke 9:59-60)
we are introduced to a man who has been
informed of his father’s death. To
him, Jesus says: “Follow Me!” But,
at once, the man hesitates and
says: CCLord, suffer me first to go.
and bury my father.” He hesitates
from following Jesus because his
unbelieving father has died and he
must help to bury him. But what
does the Lord Jesus answer? He
says: ccLet the dead bury their
dead; but go thou and preach the
kingdom of God.” This man is
therefore placed in the middle of
two courses of action: His love for
the Savior urges him to go in one
direction; his love for his father
urges him to go in another direction. And his duty to go with Jesus
is two fold: not merely to go and
to learn of Him but also to spread

what he has learned-to
preach
the Kingdom of God.
Now, in which direction should
he go? Should he go home to bury
his father or s h o u 1 d he follow
Christ and preach the Gospel of
salvation? The answer which Jesus
gives to this man is very clear:
“Let the dead bury their dead.”
Let the spiritually dead, the unbelievers who can render no service for G o d ’ s Kingdom, -let
them bury their dead! When the
unbelievers come to their end in
this life, putting their bodies in the
grave should not greatly concern
the Christians. Jesus, however, does
not wish to imply that he who becomes His follower must be negligent and unfaithful
in the performance of the duties of his earthly
calling. The Word of God urges
the Christians to faithfulness in
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all things. Nor does Jesus. wish to
hinder his followers from performing their duties toward their parents or relatives. BUT when the
duties of our earthly calling and
our duties toward unbelieving parents or relatives hinder us from
following Jesus, then the Word of
God speaks in all seriousness: “Let
the dead bury their dead.” Whenever there is a conflict between the
things of heaven and the things of
this earth there ought to be no
question as to which comes first.
Did this man heed the Savior’s
call and follow the Lord Jesus? St.
Luke does not tell us, but leaves
us, thinking
about the question:
What would I have done? Would I
have followed the Savior
and
preached the Kingdom of God or
would I have gone and buried my
father?

There are a great number of
human relationships and obligations which oftentimes may threaten to stand in the way of our religious duties -obligations
which
may hinder us from wholeheartedly following Jesus. Such obligations may be duties which otherwise are not wrong in themselves
such as housework, farmwork, and
the like -but
when such duties
keep us from following Jesus, then
we must forsake them. Likewise
also our duties toward an unbelieving wife or husband or relatives
must not interefere with our following the Savior. Jesus therefore,
would teach us to make the right
decision and to let nothing stand
in the way and to let nothing keep
us from following Him.
B

Luther on False Prophets
“Wherever God builds a church,
the devil will build a saloon or
tavern at the side of it. It has
always been the case that when
the true doctrine was preached and
spread, the devil mixed in false
doctrine and heresy. Wherever the
Word is in its purity, wolves will
not stay away, but will surely
come. When the devil comes to us
in his factious spirits, he does not
come like a devil, but is disguised
as though he were God Himself.
Therefore we should not suffer
- m-

ourselves to be deceived by the
sheep’s clothing. We should diligently hear the Word and adhere
to it, and examine and judge all
doctrines by the Word; then the
devil will not so easily do us injury.”
“Whoever thus uses all caution,
not believing everything, but gives
attention to the Word, will be
safe and not be deceived. The Lord
bids us beware of false prophets
and to adhere to the Word and
not to depart from it, but to shun

everything in opposition to the
Word, as we would teh devil himself. Whosoever follows the light
of the Word is well secured. We
must have chief regard, not to the
life, but to the doctrine, and we
shall be prepared to distinguish a
sheep from a wolf coming to us
in sheep’s clothing.”
“The punishment of false prophets our Lord points out by the
parable of the bad tree, which will
be cut down and cast into the fire.
And the same fate of false prophets shall be shared by their followers, if they do not accept the
true doctrine nor bring forth good
fruit.
Let us heed the Word of
God and diligently learn it and
adhere to it; then let us also order
our lives according to that Word,
bringing
forth good. fruit
and
learning to know and to avoid all
false doctrine!”
Selected from
Sermons on &Se Gos@h,
Vol. II M. Luther
by 0.w.s.

“Verily, my dear Christians, you
cannot read too much in the
Scriptures; and what you read you
cannot read too attentively;
and
what you read attentively
you
cannot understand too well; and
what you understand you cannot
teach too well; and what you teach
you cannot practice too well.”
-

Luther
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WHAT IS THE BIBLE LIKE?
“It is like a large, beautiful tree
that bears sweet fruit for the hungry and gives shelter and shade to
weary pilgrims.
“It is like a casket of jewels and
precious stones, not to be merely
looked at and a,dmired, but used
and worn.
“It is like a telescope, which
brings distant objects and far-off
worlds very near, so that we see
their beauty.
“It is like a storehouse of things
useful and valuable, to be had
without money and without price.
“It is like a table of the best and
most sumptious food where you
can eat and. be satisfied.
“It is like a river that refreshes
the whole earth with its clear and
cooling waters.
“It is like the sun which brings
gladness and life to those upon
whom it shines.
“It is like a letter that brings us
riches and the best of news, making us happy by its glad tidings.
“Have you read the Bible and
tasted its, sweetness? Do not miss
this great pleasure! Read the Bible
daily and see if it is not “sweeter
than honey and the honeycomb.”
-Adapted.

Around
(With

The World

Editorial

Serious c r i m e in the United
States reached a new all-time high
last year. The 1960 Crime Reports,
compiled under the direction of
Director J. Edgar Hoover of the
FBI, shows that 1awIessnesscontinued its upward surge, with 1,86 lJ3 00 serious crimes of murder, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft reported in 19 60, 14 per cent higher
than in 1959, an astounding 98 per
cent increase over 19 50, while the
population increase was only 18
per cent. During 1960, a serious
crime was committed every 1 li seconds in the United States. A murder, a rape, or assault to kill took
place every 3 minutes. Z%esesobering facts confirm what the Word
of God tells us about the last days
of th world. Read z Tim. 3:lff.
NO respect for the laws of the land,
property, even human life itself,this is one of the signs that the Day
of Judgment is near.
vCI
In a Labor Day speech, U. S.
Secretary of Labor Arthur Goldberg said that society could no
longer accept the concept that
woman’s place is in the home.
ccWomen should be able to make
a choice,” he said. That a woman’s
place is in the home being a wife
to her husband and a m,other to
her children is certainly no mere
is God’s Will. The
ojiniou -it
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Comment)
Lord says through the Apostle,
“1 will therefore that the younger
women marry, bear children, guide
the house, etc.” ( I Tim. 5 : 14)
Again, “Teach the young women
to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to be
discreet, chaste, keepers at borne,
etc.” (Titus 2:4,5) When society
insists upon reversing God’s Will,
it must suffer the consequences.
The steadily rising divorce rate
and the alarming juvenile delirtquency problem generally stem
from the fact that so 3pzan.ywomen
a0 longer want to recognize that
their place of honor is in the home!
uA
According to findings of an institute to improve Christian- Jewish reIationships held recently in
Denmark, Christians should approach the Jews as others who
worship the one true God and not
regard t h em as a “missionary
field”. The group held that Jews
should be treated as “equal partners”. The findings of this group
do n-ot agree with God’s Word.
The Lord Jesus came unto His own
and His own received Him not.
(John I : 11) And because they reject Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, the Jews dishonor the Father.
Jesus Himself
says,-- ‘?A11 men
should honour the Son, even as
the>1 bonour tke Fai%er. He that
honoureth not the Solz ibonoureth

not the Father whcb~ hatb sent
Him.” (John 5 ~23 ) Jesus regarded
the Jews as a Crmissionary field”.
So did the Apostles. They preached
Christ and Him Crucified both to
the Gentiles and he Jews. (I Cor.
I :2 3 ) All who do not believe in
the true God of the Bible, God the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are
guilty of the sin of idolatry.
In the teachings of Lamaism, a
branch of Buddhism, it is held that
effective prayers could be written
on a slip of paper and placed in a
revolving drum. As long as the
drum went around, the prayer was
being “said”. A report from India
recently revealed that R o m a n
Catholic missionaries had come up
with a so-called effective counterpart to this Buddhist prayer wheel.
Opened nine years ago at the Roman Catholic Apostolic Seminary
at Alwaye was “The Paradise
Bank”. Its aim was “investing immense treasures in the world to
come in the name of its members.”
The institution now has 275 registered branches and more than
12 ,Oo o permanent
shareholders.
Each memb,er is given a small box,
divided into two sections. In one
section are cards, with directions
such as “Say three Hail Marys.”
He puts the card in the other section and says the prayers. When
all the cards are transferred from
one section to the other, a full deposit has been made. According to
the New Leader, Roman Catholic
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publication at Madras, the total
?spiritual income” is sent each year
to the Pope who “offers it to Our
Lady in response to her repeated
appeals for prayer and penance.”
According to the report the practice has the approval of Pope John
XXIII. We really can see no essential dif ferefzce between the Buddhist prayer wheel and the so-called
“eff,ective counterpart” introduced
by thle Romanists. Both, are idolatrous! Jesus waras, “But wheG ye
pray, use qzot vah repctitiolzs, us
the heathen do for tbjey thin.k thzt
they &all be beard for th’eir much
speaking. Be not ye therefore like
unto ti5em.” (&fntt. 5:7,X)
There are some 5,600 Lutheran
congregations in this country now
sponsoring Scouting units - Cub
packs, Scout troops or Explorer
posts. This information
was revealed by Dr. Albert E. Iverson,
director of Protestant relationships
for the Boy Scouts of America.
The Church~ would have no quarrel with Scouting if it restricted its
interest merely to secailar activities
(hiking, camping, nature study,
etc.) However, it invades the domain of the Church with its religious features alad cofatradicts
God’s Word by tea’cbhg a religion
which is false. Scoufiqag insists upon a belief bra a god who is not the
God of the Bible and holds that
every scout can work his owla way
into heaven.
-M. L. N.
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REFORMATION DAY - 1961

October 3 1st is Reformation
Day. On this day we Lutheran
Christians should once again remind ourselves of the wonderful
blessings w h i c h God wrought
through His faithful servant, Dr.
Martin Luther, the great Reformer
of the Church. The tireless efforts
of Luther to bring, once again,
the pure teachings of God’s Word
to men; to put the Bible into the
hands of the common people; to
teach the one and only way to
heaven by God’s grace alone, for
Christ’s sake, through faith; to re-

establish the Scriptures as.the only
Source of Christian teaching and as
the only Rule for Christian faith
and life; to defend the Scriptures
against all the attacks of Satan and
evil men, and to fight boldly for
the full truth of God’s Word in
the face of death itself should
vividly bring to our minds the serious charge which the Lord makes
to each and every Christian in Jude
3; “Ye should earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints.”
-B
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