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To furnish
Scriptural

aids for Bible study and articles
devotion
and meditation.

.To demonstrate,
by, our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia
Lutheran Conference
is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
‘which
form
our
Conference
congregations
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
that there may be others
denying,
however,
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly
belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position
in doctrine
and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize
the blessed existence
of such God-given
unity and that we may then
a God-pleasing
church
proceed
to practice
fellowship
with
them
by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually
acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
TO show that we do not have among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
joined together
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various sg-called
“Lutheran” church bodies by comparing
their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodbx
Lutheran
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the current
happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement of doctrine
or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

On May 1 Ith sincere Christians
observed another festive day on
the church calendar - the Ascension of Christ. This day commemorated His glorious homecoming
and return to the Father a.fter
completing the great task of redeeming the world. As. we think
of our majestic Savior exalted on
high, ruling the world with almighty power and guiding His
people from His throne in heaven,
we are filled with joy, peace, and
hope. This is especially true as we
consider the many blessings which
come to us from our ascended
Lord. We hear of these in Mark’s
Gospel, chapter 16, verses. M-20.
After His resurrection Jesus remained on earth for 40 days, made
numerous appearances, and gave
much needed instruction
to His
disciples. The chapter given above
tells us that during the last meal
which Jesus ate with the eleven
He rebuked them strongly because
they doubted and did not believe
those who reported His resurrection. Doubt had rendered them
useless and ineffective; they were
bored and let hardness of heart
rob them of joy and usefulness in
Christ’s kingdom. Hence He scolded them, but also gave them n
blessing by remowing their doubt.
We need this blessing, too, for
often doubat rules our hearts and
Jesus’ wonderful promises are
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easily forgotten, especially when
things do not run smoothly or we
are faced with a crisis. Then our
old Adam causes us to act as if
Jesus did not die, rise, and ascend
into heaven. The sin of doubt
and unbelief holds us back, and
as a result we feel miserable and
do little as far as work in the
kingdom is concerned. But as
Jesus dispelled the doubt of ‘the
Eleven, so He says to us: “Let not
your heart be troubled. . . believe
in Me!” John 14:1. In the face
of such comfort all doubt should
vanish.
But Jesus gave a second blessing
at the time of His ascension: He
challenged the faith of the disciples with u gregf resfonsibilify
and un amuzing nssignment. He
commissioned them to take the
Gospel everywhere and to proclaim
it to everyone. Once fearful men
full of doubt, they were now to
be administrators of His grace and
salvation, bringing
to men the
news of freedom from sin, death,
and hell, and showing them that
at heaven’s door the gracious Father waited to, receive them. Through
their work with the Word and
Sacraments the Holy Ghost would
bring many to faith, but those
who would reject these means of
grace would reap eternal doom.
Today yet Jesus challenges us
and our faith with the same as-

signment. He desires to use us
also as bearers of the only true
message of peace for a world
steeped in sin and wickedness. To
us He has entrusted the answer
to the world’s greatest need, the
cure for sin by faith in Him. With
joy and eagerness may we accept
that challenge and carry out our
assignment as ambassadors for the
Lord!

but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.” Is.
55, 11. He wants us to sow and
plant, but He will water and give
the increase.

Still another blessing which
Jesus gave His disciples was the
promise of success in their labors.
Their great task, no doubt, looked
huge to them, and they may have
thought: if we fail, we shall be
the laughing stock of the world!
But Jesus read their thoughts and
assured them that, while some
would believe and others reject
their message, He would reinforce
their preaching with signs pointing to Him as their only authority. These would be their credentials that their preaching is indeed
the truth. Mark 16, 17-18. How
this assurance must have filled
the disciples with joy and courage!
We also need this~ promise of
success as we view our tremendous responsibilities in the Church.
We may think of our own weaknesses and be frightened by the
opposition of a vicious world. We
may make excuses like Moses or
run away like Jonah or sit in dejection like Elijah. But all the
while Jesus assures us: “My Word
shall not return unto Me void,
-68-

There are also signs today that He
is blessing our work in the Church.
There is, best of all, the miracle
of conversion. The old Adam is
drowned as a sinner is turned into
a saint. Lives once dedicated to
Satan now serve Christ most joyfully. Thousands surrender to the
power of the Gospel, and many
are the stories of miraculous protection for the workers and followers of the Lord. Who, can
doubt or question the value of
proclaiming
His truth far and
wide? We glorify Him that He
assures us of success in our conquest for souls.
The final blesshg from the
ascended Lord is the assumnce
that E;le now sits at the right hand
of the Father and &es the woTld
and His Ct!~~rch with power and
might.
On the 40th day after
Easter Jesus led the disciples to
the Mt. of Olives, and there after
His parting words of comfort
they watched Him lift His hands
in benediction and slowly begin to
rise, ever higher, until a cloud
veiled Him from their sight. As
they gazed heavenward, two angels
informed them that in a similar
manner He would some day. return to take His faithful
flock
home, and they were urged to

wait in Jerusalem for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,. which followed on Pentecost.
Now the Eleven understood
many of their Master’s remarks.
He had merely withdrawn
His
visible presence from them, but
still ruled over heaven and earth,
controlling the world and guiding
His beloved Church. What comfort to know this and to look fort
ward to His second coming! What
an incentive to manifest their
love and devotion by diligent service!

This same Lord is our Master,
our Help, our Comfort. He rules
all things and is always with us.
Shall we. then not pray and work
as never before so that we may
look forward to that day when
we shall ascend on high and see
our Savior in all His glory? God
grant that each of us may hear
His blessed commendation: “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord!” Matt. 21:X

The Day of Pentecost (May
Ust) takes us back to over 1900
years ago when 10 days after the
Ascension of Christ God the Holy
Spirit was poured out upon the
disciples in the city of Jerusalem.
What the Savior had promised His
disciples (Acts 19, 5 ) now came
to pass. Jerusalem was filled’ with
Israelites who had come from near
and far to observe the Old Testament Feast of Pentecost or the
Feast of Weeks. It was to remind
them of the giving of the Law on
Mount Sinai and as a day of joyous thanksgiving on which they
offered the first-fruits
of their
harvest. (Num. 28~26, 27; Ex.
23:16; Lev. 23:W21.)
What a
most notable event took place on
this particular
Pentecost! At 9
o’clock in the morning
as the

disciples were -gathered together
‘<there came a sound from heaven
as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared
unto them cloven tongues like as
of fire, and it sat. upon each of
them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.”
(Acts 2:2-4) As soon as this became known the multitudes quickly came together. How they marvelled as’ they listened to these
fis,hermen speak in
“unlearned”
languages which they had never
learned before; languages, which
were. readily understood by each
of the hearers which spoke that
specific language. In the course
of time the external and outward
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signs of that Pentecost day have
disappeared; for, the Lord has
bound us to the Word. But Pentecost still takes place when God
the Holy Spirit working through
the Word brings someone to faith.
And when this takes place the
Holy Trinity takes up their abode
in the heart of the individual
Christian.
A Distinction

in Manifestations

“Jesus answered and said unto
h’ ” we read in the Gospel of
Jim chapter 14 verse 23. It is
self-evident that a question must
have been asked of the Savior. It
was Judas (not Judas the betrayer) who had asked Jesus, “Lord,
how is it that Thou wilt manifest
Thyself unto us, and not unto the
world?”
(v 22) And thereupon
“Jesus answered and said unto
him, If a man love Me, he will
keep My words: and My Father
will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make Our abo:de
with him.” Observe the distinction which the Lord Jesus makes
between His manifestations.
On
the one hand, He has manifested
Himself to the world as the Savior
of all men; while, to the believers
He manifests Himself by dwelling
in their hearts! For this answer of
Jesus “If a man love Me” certainly
presupposes the existence of faith
in the heart, since only those can
truly love the Lord Jesus Christ
who have already accepted Him
as their Savior from sin, death,
and hell.
-7o-

Loving

Jesus

The Savior does not simply say:
If a man love; rather, “If a man
love ME.” For otherwise the statement would include all men, since
all men love something or other
in this world. The love for Jesus
springs forth from faith in Him.
This means that Jesus must: always come first, even as He Himself declares, “Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind.”
(Matt.
22: 37)
Where anyone will allow anything
or anyone else to come before the
love which he s,hould have for
Jesus, how can he be a true believer? Jesus says, “He that loveth
father or mother more than Me
is not worthy of Me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than
Me is not worthy of Me.” (Matt.
IO : 37) And the Apostle John
warns, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.”
(I John 2:15)
Jesus and

His Word

Let there be no mistake! When
Jesus speaks of those who love
Him, He clearly sets forth that
they must at the same time also
keep His Word! For He continues, “He that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings: and the word
which ye hear is not mine, but the
Father’s which sent Me.” (v 24)
And in the Gospel of Mark Jesus
warns, “Whosoever therefore shall

be ashamed of Me nlzd of My
words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall
the Son of Man be ashamed, when
He cometh in the glory of His
Father with the holy angels.”
(8: 3 S) 0 how this truth needs to
be emphasized in our day when
many blasphemously declare that
complete adherence to the word
of Jesus is not necessary as long
as we simply believe in Jesus!
From the words of Jesus. we see
that such do not really love the
Savior else they would earnestly
strive also to keep His Word.
(John 8:31, 32)
There are, of course, numerous
Bible passages which speak of this
truth that God dwells in the heart
of every true believer. The Apostle
Paul reminds the Ephesian Christians, “That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith.” (Eph. 3 : 17)
And since the heart of the true
believer has now become the dwelling-place of the Triune God, that
means that the Christian must
earnestly strive to avoid all that
which is displeasing to God - all
sin. To the believers the Apostle
writes, ‘Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If
any man defile the temple of God,
him shall God destroy; for the
temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are.” (I Cor. 396, 17)
And again, “Know ye not that
your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which
-71-

ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? For ye are bought with
a price: therefore glor.ify God in
your body, and in your spirit’
which are God’s,” (6: 19, 20) Living in si.n offends God and thus
drives Him out of the heart !
Dwehg

within Our
by Faith

i-lea rts

God earnestly desires to dwell
in the heart of everyone. “The
Lord is not willing
that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3 :9)
Through
the preaching of the
Gospel the Lord extends the gracious invitation, “Come unto Me,
all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.”
(Matt. 1 I :2 8 ) But, alas, so many
respond like those on the day of
Pentecost, “These men are full of
new wine.” (Acts 2:13) Or like
those Jews to whom Stephen said,
“Ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost: as your father did, so do
ye,” (Acts, 7 : 51) Hence the fact
that the Triune God does not
dwell in such hearts. is NOT God’s
fault, but their OWN!
How can we, dear Christians,
assure ourselves that the Triune
God dwells within our hearts? We
dare not go on the basis of our
feelings! For there are times in the
life of a Christian when he does
not always feel that God dwells
within his heart. Therefore we
must always go back to the Scripture, the Word of God, which
assures us that if we believe in

Jesus as our Savior, then God indeed dwells within our hearts by
faith as Jesus Himself assures us
in John 14:23, “If a man love
Me, he will keep My words; and
My Father will love him, and We
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will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him.” May this
sweet message cheer our hearts as
we pass through this vale of tears
on our way to the Eternal Abode
in heaven.
-M.L.N.

DEDICATIONS

On Sunday, April Zrd, new
electric organs were dedicated by
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon, and by St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Empire, Oregon. In a most unusual way, each
of the congregations was able to
take advantage of an exceptional
opportunity
to purchase a new
electric organ for about half the
usual price. St. John’s of Lebanon
purchased a Hammond
organ,
and St. Paul’s of Empire bought
a Thmflas organ.
The dedication service at St.
John’s took place in the morning,
while the service at St. Paul’s was
held in the evening. Appropriate
hymns and musical selections were
chosen for this service.
The undersigned chose as his
text, Psalm 150. In the sermon
the history of musical instruments
was discussed, as well as their proper and God-pleasing use. It was
pointed out that the Lord not
only desires to be praised in the
divine service, but also within the
privacy of the home.
How God-pleasing it would be
if we would devote more time in
-72-

learning
our sound Scriptural
hymns and apply them to our
everyday
circumstances.
When
filled with thoughts of discontentment and dissatisfaction we
should sing such hymns of praise
as, “Praise God from Whom all
blessings flow.”
(644)
When
grieved by affliction and sorrow,
what hymn could possibly be more
fitting
than
Paul Gerhardt’s,
“Why should cross and. trial grieve
me?” (523) When we must suffer the loss of our earthly possessions. because of our faith, then we
can confidently
sing, “What is
the world to me.” (430) When
tempted to think that our sins
have not been forgiven, how comforting to sing such hymns as,
“Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me.”
( 342) And finally, when faced
with the thought of death we can
joyfully
sing, “I fall asleep in
Jesus’ wounds.” ( 5:8 5 )
-M.L.N.

Encouraging

News!

In the April issue of th.e Confessional Lutlberan we are informed that a Missouri .Synod - wid.e
free conference is to be held in
Milwaukee, (Schroeder Hotel) on
May 15th and 16th. “Referred to
as a ‘State of the Church Conference,’ the meeting is being called
by a committee of more than 100
members of the Missouri Synod
from various parts of the United
States and Canada. The letter of
the Invitation Committee has been
sent to all pastors and male teachers of the synod. The Rev. Cameron A. MacKenzie of Detroit,
Mich. (443 o St. James St.) is to
serve as moderator of the conference.
“The announced purpose of the
to which
pastors,
conference,
be
teachers, and laymen will
equally welcomed, is to, air and
counsel on measures toward regrievances
solving well known
which are shaking the Missouri
Synod to its very foundations and
which its. officialdom has failed to
resolve over a period of years. . .
“The ‘State of the Church Conf erence,’ we have been expressly
informed, is being called in the
consciousness that all Christians
have the right and the duty to
At a free conjudge doctrine.
ference no one represents anybody
but himself. This does not mean
that officials are excluded. They
are as welcome as anyone else; but
.I

they do not participate as officials.
A conference that is officially
summoned, planned, or conducted
by, officials as officials is not and
cannot be a free conference.”
The article goes on to point out
that their complaints are directed,
against Concordia
in particular,
Theological Seminary, St. Louis,
the officials of the Missouri Synod,
Valparaiso University,
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, a Missouri Synod
pastor who teaches at the Chicago
Divinity
School, and Dr. Martin
E. Marty, a Missouri Synod clergyman who is also associate editor
of the Christian Century, a nondenominational publication.
The fact that there are still
those within the Missouri Synod
who openly protest against its
public false teaching is very encouraging news to us, and we pray,
that the action which this State
of tr5e Chatrc15 Conference takes,
may be even more encouraging!
May it take to heart the quotation
from Dr. Walther which is found
on the inside of the cover of the
Conf essiorzal Lutheran : “For salvation by no means depends on
us, nor also oa the Missouri Synod.
So if it no longer preaches the
pure Word of God, then it is
worthy of nothing but that one
M.L.N.
forsake it.”
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Luther On Pentecost
“If we desire to obtain the gift
of the Holy Ghost, we must, first
of all, pray earnestly for it unto
the Father in the name of Christ;
then we must diligently use the
Word and remember our promise
made in Baptism; we must frequently hear the absolution and
go to the Lord’s Supper. Through
the Word and Sacraments the Holy
Ghost is active in our hearts and
enkindles in them a new light,
the light of faith, so that we do
not simply hear the Word, as did
also the obstinate Jews, but retain
and understand it and through it
become alrrerent persons witn renewed hearts.”
l’fl-

0. 1

“Finally, it is necessary that we
do not hinder the operations of
the Holy Ghost in us or even
drive Him entirely from us b*y a
lawless, wicked life and malicious
indulgence
of sin. The Holy
Spirit cannot occupy the same
dwelling with the devil. If therefore the devil torments us with
avarice, anger, lewdness, and other
sins, let us be quick to pray God
for His assistance, that we may
overcome these terrible temptations and remain faithful
unto
Him. If we wish to have and to
retain the Holy Spirit, we must
avoid such gross sins; or if we
through our natural weakness fall
into them, we must arouse ourselves speedily and not be entangled
permanently
in their
-74-

meshes.”
“Thus we see what the Pentecost of the New Testament is. It
is a festival in which the Christians ought to rejoice. Through
Christ the Holy Ghost was poured
out upon all flesh so that we now
have a knowledge of God in the
light of the Gospel and can become, by the Holy Spirit, righteous and sanctified in body and
soul. Let us to this end be earnest
in prayer, in hearing the preaching of the Word of God, and in
an unblamable walk before men.
May the Holy Spirit, through
Christ our Lord, help us in this!
Amen.”
From Sermons on the Gospels
Vol. II, Martin Luther.
Selected by O.W.S.

Submit yourselves tkwef ore to
God. Resist the devil, und he will
flee from you. (James 4:7)

A merry heart doetb good like
but a broken spiTit
a medihe:
dtieth the bones. (Prov. 17:22)

Around
(With

The World

Editoral

The Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company has announced that
92,OOO lives were taken in accidents last year. Some 38,000 were
killed in motor vehicle accidents.
Next on the list were accidents
occurring in and around the home
in which 26,000 were killed. Some
13,8 00 lost their lives in the course
of employment. How comforting
for tf!w chistian to know that
God’s holy an&s ncompany &n
d’s he goes about his daily business, Ps. 9l:ll.
On the other
hand, however, the Chwistian. must
ever be on his guard lest he tempt
God by becmzing careless and
reckless, Matt. 4 : 7.

comment)
we are to love as ourselves, Matt.
22:39.
-h

Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, president of The American Lutheran
Church, warned in a letter sent to
all ALC pastors that federal grants
or 1oans to parochial
schools
“would inevitably lead to the deterioration
of the public school
system. . . it is certain that the
Roman Catholic demand is contrary to what has been accepted
American policy.”
In a similar
vein, the Council of Bishops of
the Methodist Church called on
their 10 million members to inform Congress of their opposition
-o-to use of tax funds for support of
parochial or private schools. MethA special issue of The Nation
odists were asked to “work
to
documents a charge that “professional gambling today is the most maintain the separation of church
lucrative, most destructive, and and state in the field of education
most tolerated form of crime in as it has been interpreted from
the founding of our republic to
the country.” The reason for tolerance is politics. The FBI esti- th,e present time.” Separation of
mates the gambling yield at some Church and State is taught not
$11 billion annually.
i!%e PYUC- only in our Anzericun Constitution, but also in the Word of God,
tice of trying to get som~et&ng for
nothing instead of by honest labor Mutt. 22121; John 18~36. The
Roman Cbuucb does not be&eve
is certainly a work of the flesh
To gamble is to tempt God who in this Scriptural principle and the
has commanded Tather
let him vast majority of so-called Proteslabor, working with his hands the tants think no,thzg of Vzolnting
thing which is good,” ( E@b. 4 : 2 8 ) it when it serues their purpose.
v
ns we0 as a sin against our neighbor whom God hs commanded
A resolution urging the Luth-75-

eran Church-Missouri
Synod to
sever all connections ‘with the National Council of Churches was
adopted by the denomination’s
Texas District at its 3 8th annual
convention in Austin. In an opening convention
address District
President Albert F. Jesse called on
Lutherans to take “an uncompromising stand on sound doctrine
and practice. Spiritual resources
of our nation by which so many
powerful foes have been overcome
in the past are being depleted.
Cries for amalgamation of once
relatively conservative c h u r c h
bodies with those which have been
consistently liberal are ominous
indeed.” It is quite re fresbing to
f&d such1 a large district within
the liberal and unionistic Missouri
Synod voice their protest. If jmst
performance is any indication, the
objections will be ignored.
Mrs. Ingrid Bjerkas, a Wyearold widow with three grandchildren, has been ordained as, Norway’s first ‘woman pastor of the
State Lutheran Church. The Norwegian government gave permission for her ordination as an assistant pastor in the Diocese of
Hamar after she had been passed
over in nominations for five other
vacancies. She graduated from the
Theological Seminary in Oslo. 1
Corinthians l&34, 3 5 and 1 Timothy 2: 11, 12 very plainly forbid
women to be in the Office of the
Mhistry.
Dr. Luther rightly says,
-76

“The Holy Ghost has excluded
wonaeti from the governme& of
the Church.” What hollow mockery to cull the State Church of
Norway - Lutheran!
uFL
According
to a new official
“List of the Diplomatic
Corps”
issued by th.e Vatican Secretariat
of State, there are now 47 countries maintaining a diplomatic representative at the Vatican. This
new list shows 3 5 countries with
embassies, 11 with legations; and
1 with a charge d’ affaires. All
this is right in line with the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII in 1879,
“Tke Church of Rome is one
monarchy over all the kingdoms
of tb!e world.
Therefore
the
Church of Rome must not only
hnve the spiritual power, but the
supreme tempoYa1 power.”

Be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the
Lord is. (Eph. 5 : 17)

Foes Of The Church
The first trial of the church
(from the beginning of the world)
always comes from the tyrants,
who shed our blood. When the
tyrants are almost at an end, the
far more harmful trial brought
on by heretics follows, reinforcing the violence of the tyrants.
After
the heretics have been
somewhat suppressed, there follows the most harmful trial of all
in the time of peace, namely, license and worldly-mindedness
in
living, life without the Law, without the Word, since we are satiated
and surfeited with the Word,
which is no longer necessary “because our enemies are defeated.”
So the worst enemies of a man are
those of his own household. These
three trials tempt to sin against
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost.
(Luther)

If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit. Let us not
be desiroacs of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another, (Gal. k25, 26)

Eleventh

An,nual

Convention
OF THE

COMCORDIA
LUTHERAN
CONFERE~NCE
June 22 through
1961

June 26

(Thursday through Monday)
at

ST. STEPHEN’S
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
WILMOT, SOUTH DAKOTA
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Bible

Study

Outlines

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT
I

God forbids steding.

Ex. 2O:lY; Matt.

19:18; Eph. 4:28.

A. What is stealing?
1. Wrongfully
taking our neighbor’s money or goods.
2. The various forms of stealing.
a. Robbery (stealing money or goods from a person by
violence or threats) Luke 10: 3 0.
b. Theft (Cunningly or secretly stealing from the neighbor) 2 Kings 5 :20-24. Shop-lifters, pick-pockets, tax
evasion, etc. John 12: 6,
c. Being partners with thieves. (Concealing thieves or stolen goods) Prov. 2’9: 24.
d, Usury. (Overcharging, excessive interest) Think of the
loan sharks. Lev. 2 5 : 3 5-3 7.
e. Fraud. (Stealing through false ware or dealing) Selling
oleo for butter, using faulty scales, misrepresenting
merchandise, etc. Lev. 1% 3 5.
f. Carelessly making debts without paying. Ps. 37.~21 (Due
care must be exercised in installment buying! )
g. Paying extremely low wages. Jer. 22: 13 ; Jacob & Laban, Gen. 3 1: 3 6ffl; James 5 :4.
h. Laziness. 2 Thess. 3 : 10 ; Prov. 18 :9.
i. Robbing God. Mal. 3 : 8.
j. Covetousness and envy. Josh. 7:2 1; Matt. 15: 19.
k. Gambling. (The lust for possession without work)
Matt. 27: 3 5.
B. All money and goods really belong to God. Ps. 50: 1O-l 2 ; 1
Chron. 29:11-16.
1. God distributes them: to each person - to Some more, to
some less. 1 Sam. 27; 1 Chron. 29:12.
2. While there are many warnings in the Scriptures concerning riches, in itself wealth is not wrong. Abraham, Solomon, Job, etc. were rich and yet believers. But note the
warnings! Ps. 62:lO; Luke 18:24; 1 Tim. 6:9, 10.
3. The Scriptures nowhere teach communism. (See John 12: 8)
-78.-

a. Acts 4: 32-37 was a specific case where the Christians
acted of th eir own free will (see Acts 5 :4) and not
under any legislative compulsion.
b; Why is communism

contrary

to the Scriptures?

C. Pertinent questions for discussion.
1, A Christian’s attitude toward insurance.
2. Monopolies and trusts.
3. Does bankruptcy really absolve the Christian

of his debts?

D. God threatens severe punishment upon all those who steal.
Sometimes, this punishment is begun already in this life. Heb.
2~6, 7.
1. When sentenced to prison by the government. Rom. I3 :%
2. When deprived of his stolen wealth by another thief. Prov.
13:15.
3. Although a thief may, .escape the authorities, he will not
escape eternal destruction.
1 Thess. 4:6; 1 Cor. 6:lO.

II

God requires that we should help our neighbor to improve and protect his property and business. Gen. 14:12-16; Matt. 7:12. We
should help him by A. advice and. encouragement.

(Compare

Gen. 46:34).

B. deeds., This can be done’ by 1. giving.. Heb. 13:16; Prov, 19’:17; Eph. 4’:28.
2. lending. Matt. 5:42; Luke 6~35.
3. protecting his property. (fire,. vandalism, btc. :
4. make restitution if we have stolen. Luke 19: 8;

III Love to God and our neighbor should certainly prompt
our neighbor. Phil. ,z:+; I Cor. 10:24; I John 3:~.
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