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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Cbtierence 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly. share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and ihe so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

Tc exppse false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



Every one of the statements 
which our Lord and Savior spoke 
from the cross is a precious gem 
and a beacon sending rays of light 
into a sin-darkened world. Espec- 
ially is this true of the last word 
that came from His lips. It is His 
final prayer, “Fa.ther, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit!” 
Luke 23, 46. Let us note what 
this prayer meant for Him and 
what it should mean to us! 

The words which Jesus chose 
for His dying statement are taken 
from the Hebrews’ hymn book 
and book of devotion, the Psalms 
(Ps. 3 1) . Even as the first word 
from the cross began with CCFath- 
er,” so also now the last one. Be- 
fore He spoke, Luke’s Gospel tells 
us that He cried out with a loud 
voice.. Generally after exhaustive 
suffering the voice grows feeble 
and weak, the speech is less and 
less understandable, and at last 
only sighs and moanings are heard. 
But not so with our Lord! His 
dying words sound forth like a 
triumphant blast. He was not 
dying because He must, but be- 
cause He willed it, even He once 
stated, “I lay down my life that 
I might take it again.” John 10: 
17. Someone has said, “Death did 
not come to Jesus, but Jesus came 
to death!” It was a true death, 
described in these words: He 
bowed His head and gave up the 

ghost! 0 sorrow dread, God’s Son 
is dead! 

What a beautiful prayer the 
Lord utters before He dies! In the 
word “Father” are contained all 
the memories of eternity and a 
perfect relationship between Him- 
self and God the Father. In His 
great work of redemption He is 
speaking to Him for the last time. 
His intense agony is almost over, 
and through it shines the light of 
the Father’s face. 

“Into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit ! ” As Jesus says these 
words, His body is bruised and 
broken, life is. slowly fading away, 
and soon He will be laid in a tomb. 
But His soul He places into the 
hands of His’ Father for safekeep 
ing. He sees beyond to that mo- 
ment when as the resurrected Sav- 
ior He will show Himself the Vic- 
tor over death, hell, and the grave. 
His .prayer contains the assurance 
that the purpose of the bitter cup. 
of suffering has been fulfilled. It 
meant the accomplishment of the 
Father’s will and the glorious re- 
turn to Him who had sent Him 
to redeem mankind. 

What. s,hould this final prayer 
of Jesus mean to us? It is also our 
dying prayer. To some people 
death is the end of everything; to 
others it means an entrance into 
a “beautiful isle of somewhere;” 
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and to still others it means ap- 
pearing before. the Lord and re- 
ceiving the crown of eternal life. 
Some face death with no concern 
whatever; others face it with fear 
and trembling; and still others 
face it with Christian readiness 
and calmness. 

As believers in Christ we also 
can address God as ccFather.” The 
cross tells us what price was paid 
that we might fold our hands and 
pray to God as His dear children. 
By ,faith in His beloved Son we 
have been adopted into His fam- 
ily. No matter what trials and 
troubles come our way, let us have 
this confidence at all times that 
by faith in Christ God is our 
Father. 

As Jesus shows us how to pray, 
so He also teaches us how to die. 
When our last hour comes, we 
calmly entrust our souls into God’s 
hands. These hands will receive 
us and take us to that blessed 
home above where we shall be 
eternally. Thus Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, prayed while 
being stoned, “Lord Jesus, receive 
My spirit!” And on his deathb,ed 
Luther fervently prayed, “Father, 
into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit. Th ou hast redeemed me, 
Thou faithful God! ” 

May ours be such a blessed end! 
Commending our souls to God, 
let us make the dying words of 
Jesus our final prayer, a prayer of 
faith and joy and victory! Then 

as we pass through the valley of 
the shadow, whether young or 
old, we can exclaim: 

0 God, my Father, I commend 
Into Thy hands my spirit; 
Be this,, dear Lord, my dying 

wish! 
0 heavenly Father, hear it! 

Amen. 

-0.w.s. 

Official 
Announcement 

The Board of Directors of the 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 
will meet, God willing, at Christ 
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, April 4 and 5, 1961. 

The first session is to begin 
9: 3 0 A.M. on Tuesday, April 
All Board members should 

at 
4. 
be 

present; or if this is impossible, 
they are requested to submit their 
reports, in writing, to the under- 
signed, before that date. 

Those attending please inform 
the undersigned regarding their 
attendance and time of arrival. 

E. L. Mehlberg, President 



RSV REJECTED 
It has been requested that we reprint our position on the Revised 

Standard Vers,ion of the Bible as ad,opted in the 195 3 convention. 

WHEREAS the RSV has, in scores of passages, weakened the text o,f 
the Authorized Version (K JV) , changing readings without any 
apparent reason and disregarding the beauty and the rhythm of 
the KJV (e.g. Ps. 8:1, 2; Ps. 42:l; Ps. 68:4b; Matt. 19:s; Gal. 
4:3; etc,); and 

WHEREAS the RSV is frequently based on conjectural criticism and 
changes in the original text, as is shown by many footnotes; and 

WHEREAS the RSV is guilty of many inconsistencies in distinguishing 
between the pronouns as applied to Jesus as God and as a mere 
man (e.g., Ps. 2:7-P; Is. 49:6; Ps. 110.1, 2, 4b; Matt. 16:16; Matt. 
20:21; Luke 23; John 198; John 6:25, 30, 68, 69, etc); and 

WHEREAS the RSV frequently jeopardises or denies the true doctrine 
of Holy Writ as in Is. 7: 14, where the doctrine of the virgin birth 
is placed under suspicion; I Tim. 3 :2 and Titus I :6, where th.e 
clear text of the Greek is corrupted; John 1: 18 and John 3 : 16, 
where the correct and sonorous cconly-begotten” has been weak- 
ened to “on1y”; Rom. 9: 5, where the clear teaching regarding the 
deity of Christ has been weakened; I Tim. 3: 16, where the “god- 
liness” of the KJV has been replaced by the somewhat nondescript 
“religion”; and 

WHEREAS he RSV contains hundreds of other aberrations, both phil- 
ological and theological; and 

WHEREAS the mistakes of the KJV are like a few grains of sand in a 
glass of pure water w.hile the obvious errors of the RSV are like a 
poison which permeates all the water in a glass, making it suicidal 
for a person to make use of this translation for doctrinal and de- 
votional purposes and that its use be restricted to those whose 
training in the languages of the Bible enables them to detect the 
errors in the RSV in order to make the necessary corrections at the 
proper time and in the proper place. Therefore be it 

RESOLVED unanimously, that “on the basis of previous study in our 
congyptims and their rejection of the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, we concur in the above resolution of the committee, 
rejecting the RSV and wmzing against it.” 

-37- 



Luke 8: 50, “Fear not: be&e ody, and she shall be mude w,boZe.” 

Why did the faith of Jairus 
have the great power to restore the 
life of his daughter? Its power 
doubtlessly lay therein that he 
seized hold of Christ’s Word: 
“Fear not: believe only, and she 
shall be made whole.” Yes, to this 
Jairus firmly held and for that 
reason it was impossible that what 
he believed should not come to 
pass. For it is impossible that 
Christ should fail to keep His 
Word, it is impossible that he 
should become a liar. 

Here we have the true reason 
why faith in Christ represents such 
a great power. It is not for the 
reason that faith is such a great 
work that God must reward it so 
grandly. It is not because a per- 
son is able by his faith to merit 
something and that due to his 
bare faith he would be better and 
more worthy than ot,hers. No, 
whoever b,elieves in Christ is of 
himself just as unworthy a sinner 
as the most godless worldling and 
the most faithless mocker. The 
reason why faith in Christ ac- 
complishes such great changes in 
heaven and earth; the reason why 
it changes God’s anger into grace; 
the reason it rexues a sinner from 
hell and opens up heaven to him; 
the reason it makes him righteous 

and blessed before God; the rea- 
son it creates a new heart within 
a person and fills him with the 
Holy Ghost, with its comfort, joy, 
peace, power, and with its cer- 
tainty; - the reason faith accom- 
plishes all this is due to the fact 
that faith holds’ fast to Christ’s 
Word and thereby makes Christ 
its own, taking possession of Him. 

The light and power of faith 
is not faith’s but really Christ’s 
light and power. As a lamp of it- 
self is dark, and first after it has 
been lighted begins to send forth 
light, thus also a person’s faith in 
itself is something dark, but be- 
cause it embraces Christ, the Light 
of the world, for that reason it 
shines forth so divinely and with 
such brightness. Furthermore, as 
the earth in itself is cold and fruit- 
less, and then firs,t becomes warm 
and fruitful when it turns to the 
sun, so also a believer in himself 
is cold, so far as love is concerned, 
and barren of good works. But 
-because he turns to Christ, the 
Sun of Grace, and receives His 
illumination, his. love is kindled 
and he becomes fruitful unto all 
good works. Therefore Holy Writ 
everywh.ere presents the natural 
man as a barren field which only 
brings forth weeds, and the Word 
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of God is designated as the seed 
from which first springs forth 
the fruitful plant of a new life. 
It is faith, namely, that receives 
this .grain-seed of the Word. For 
that reason Christ also calls Him- 
self the. Vine and His believers 
the branches. It .is faith, namely, 
which joins and unites a person 
with Christ as, a branch joins and 
unites itself with the vine. Ac- 
cordingly, faith itself does not do 
such great things but Christ who 
through faith is. taken possession 
of, is apprehended. 

But now here all those are re- 
vealed as having a false faith who 
claim that they indeed have faith 
but are not able to conquer them- 
selves and their irtdwelling sins 
nor the. world and its flattering, 
sweet allurements; who as the re- 
sult of their faith have experienced 
no change and have remained what 
they were beforehand; who still 
daily remain the captive slaves of 
their own passions., worshipping 
the world, their own lusts, or their 
own dazzling riches. They think 
they indeed have plenty of faith 
but that only sanctification is 
lacking. Just the reverse is true, 
h owever, above- everythin.g else 
they really lack the true faith. 
Their faith is an empty product 
of their own imagination. Oh, that 
such would no longer close their 
eyes to their lack of true faith of 
which they still stand in need. Oh, 
that they would go to Christ as 
poor, empty, faithless sinners, and 

beg Him to work in them the 
true faith, then they would with 
joy soon experience its wonderful 
power. 

We, however, who daily lay 
hold of Christ in His Word, even 
though it be perhaps with weak 
and trembling hand of faith, let 
us stand fast in faith! Let us 
deeply inscribe on our heart the’ 
Word which Jesus spoke to Jair- 
us: “Fear not: believe only!” Let 
that be our Morning Star in all 
the tribulation and in all the sor- 
rows of life, and finally let us 
steadfastly keep our eye of faith 
fixed on it as on our Evening Star 
when the hour of our death ap- 
proaches and darkness begins to 
enshroud us and perhaps the ter- 
rors of hell begin to engulf us. 
Let the world continue to ridicule 
us because of our faith, Christ 
will keep the Word He promised 
us. He will also rescue us from the 
jaws of death. And there in heak- 
en He will permit us to behold. 
with. joyful wonder what we here, 
even though with tears, believed. 

(Mel.: Seelmbraeutigam) 

Now I cling to Thee, 
Thou that claimest me; 
Thou will suffer naught to sever 
Me from Thee, my Lord, forever: 
Faith Thou givest me, 
Now I cling to Thee. Amen. 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by E.L.M. 
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The State of Souls Between Death 
and Resurrection 

Holy Writ reveals but little of 
the state of the souls between 
death and resurrection. In speak- 
ing of the last things, it directs 
our gaze primarily to Judgment 
Day and the events clustering 
around it. With their coming to 
faith, the blessedness of the Cor- 
inthians was complete except for 
the bliss awaiting them at “the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
on Judgment Day (1 Cor. 17). 
And with Paul the Philippians and 
all Christians confess: “we look 
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall change our vile 
body” (Phil. 3:20-21). See also 
Col. 3 :4; I Thess. 4: Nff.; II Tim. 
4:7-9; Titus 2 : 13. Great signifi- 
cance the Day of Judgment and 
its sequels h.ave also for unbeliev- 
ers. They “shall be punished. with 
everlasting destruction from t.he 
presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power when He shall 
come” (II Thess. 1:9-10). But 
what meanwhile becomes of the 
soul? What is the state of the soul 
between death and the resurrec- 
tion? 

Of the souls of the unbelievers, 
Scripture declares that they are 
kept “in prison”, a place of pun- 
ishment (I Pet. 3: 19-20). Of the 
souls of the believers we are told 
not merely in general that they 
are in God’s hand (Acts 7: ~9; 

Luke 23 :46), but also in particu- 
lar that they dwell with Christ 
and in Paradise, Phil. 1:2 3 : “I 
have a desire to depart and to be 
with Christ, which is far better.‘, I 
(Luke 23:43). The “being with 
Christ ” or “in Paradise” of the. ’ 
departed believing souls must cer- 
tainly be an augmentation of the 
communion with Christ which 
Christians enjoy here on earth, be- 
cause Paul adds, “which is far 
better”, better than his commun- 
ion with Christ here on earth. 
Moreover, the life “in Paradise”, 
which Christ promised the soul of 
the believing malefactor, certain- 
ly bespeaks a blissful state of the 
soul after death. These texts sure- 
ly make it evident that the de- 
parted souls of the believers are 
in a state of blessed enjoyment of 
God, even though we know noth- 
ing further as to the manner of 
their blessed communion with 
God. Deductions from the nature 
of the soul, e.g., that it cannot be 
inactive, are uncertain and there- 
fore not to be urged in theology. 

A soul sleep which excludes a 
blessed enjoyment of God must 
be definitely rejected on the basis 
of Phil. 1:23 and Luke 23:43. A 
sleep of the soul which includes 
enjoyment of God (says Luther) 
cannot be called a false doctrine. 

The Roman purgatory to which 
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Rome consigns the souls, of the 
believers for the purpose of suf- 
fering temporal punishments still 
due, is pure invention; for by their 
faith in Christ the believers, as 
Scripture teaches, possess not pur- 
gatory, but eternal life (John 5: 
24; 3:18, 36). And this holds 
true not merely of the souls of 
Paul (Phil. 1:23) and Stephen 
(Acts ~9)) but also of the soul 
of the believing malefactor (Luke 
23:43). 

In conclusion we record the fol- 
lowing facts: 1. Departed souls 
do not return to this world. This 
is a standing rule and divine 
arrangement (Luke 16:27-31). 
Moses and Elias, who appeared on 
the Mount of Transfiguration and 

spoke with Christ (Matt. 17: 3 ) , 
are to be counted with the risen. 
2. There is no Scripture warrant 

for attributing to the souls of the 

departed a direct knowledge of 
particular things and happenings 

on earth (Isa. 63 : 16: “though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and 
Israel acknowledge us not”). To 

invoke the departed saints for 

their intercession and help, as 
Rome enjoins, is not only idolatry, 

but also folly. 3. Scripture offers 

no hope for the conversion of de- 
parted souls. Such wishful think- 
ing rests entirely on human spec- 
ulation. In I Pet. 3:18-19 a 

preaching of judgment, and not 

a preaching of the Gospel is 
meant. - J.E.S. 

(Taken from Dr. Pieper’s Dog- 
matics, Vol. III, Pages 5 1 I- 5 15.) 

Behold, now is th accepted 

the; behold, now is the day of 

salvathm. (2 Cor. 6 : 2 ) 

The Lord knoweth how to de- 

liver the godly out of temptations, 

and to reserve the amjust unto the 

day of judpmat to be punished. 

(2 Pet. 2:9) 

BACK ISSUES 
We have had many requests for 
back issues of our periodical. These 
will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year ______________ .20 

An additional five cents for each 
previous year. 
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Baccalaureate services will no 
longer be held for the seniors of 
McKeesport High School, Mc- 
Keesport (pop. 5 1,502), Pennsyl- 
vania. Upon the advice of legal 
counsel that school. directors have 
no authority to allow public school 
buildings to be used for sectarian 
religious meetings, the McKees- 
port school board abolished the 
Baccalaureate services. A request 
from the McKeesport Ministerial 
Association for permission to hold 
a private Baccalaureate service at 
the War Memorial Stadium was 
also ruled out. Last spring the 
school board dropped the Bacca- 
laureate service and substituted an 
awards. night program in which 
honor s’tudents were recognized, 
scholarships were announced and 
a speaker addressed the graduates. 

Roman Catholic Cardinal Fran- 
cis Spellman recently lashed out 
against what he called “blatant 
discrimina.tion” on the part of the 
governm.ent in refusing to grant 
Roman Catholic parochial schools 
Federal aid. He told a fund-rais- 
ing rally in New York, “It is un- 
thinkable that. any American child 
be denied the Fe.deral funds. allot- 
ted to other children which are 
necessary for his: mental develop- 
ment because his parents choose 
for him a, God-centered educa- 
tion.” President John Kennedy, 

Around The World 

also a Roman Catholic, has held 
the opposite view. He has. stated, 
“Federal aid should go only to 
public schools,. The principle o,f 
church-state separation precludes 
aid to parochial schools, and pri- 
vate schools enjoy the abundant 
resources of private enterprise.” 

Bishop Nicodim, 32, has suc- 
ceeded Metropolitan Nikolai as the 
new head of the foreign affairs 
department of the Mos.cow Pat- 
riarchate. He is supposed to be the 
son of an anti-religious Commu- 
nist family. His father was a Sov- 
iet farm m.anager. Nicodim be- 
came interested in theology in 
1950, was ordained in 1953, and 
in 1956 was sent to head the 
Russian Orthodox mission in Jer- 
usalem. He was made assistant 
director of the foreign affairs of - 
fice upon his return to Moscow 
where’ he then succeeded Metro- 
politan Nikolai who is now living 
as a private citizen at Sochi on the 
Black Sea. 

A special service of recognition 
and prayers for the members of 
Congress was held at the Lutheran 
Church of the Reformation, 
Washington, D.C. Participating 
this year were Senator Karl E. 
Mundt, of South Dakota, who 
spoke on the spiritual significance 
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of the opening of Congress in the 
life of the nation; and Congress,- 
man Walter H. Moeller, (a Miss- 
ouri Synod Lutheran and also 
former pastor of that Synod), 
Representative from Ohio, who 
read the Scripture lessons. The 
service was conducted by the Rev. 
J. Paul Seltzer, acting pastor, and 
Dr. Oscar F. Blackwelder, pastor 
emeritus. 

The general board of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches has 
endorsed artificial birth-control 
methods. as morally Christian. The 
statement which was adopted by 
the NCC was presented by Dr. 
Harold Haas, a United Lutheran 
social welfare official. He stressed 
that periodic abstinence from mar- 
ital relationship “is not inherently 
superior from. a moral point of 
view” in avoiding pregnancy, than 
scientific means of birth control. 
The Eastern Orthodox churches, 
also members of the council, ab- 
stained from the vote by advance 
agreement. They traditionally 
have opposed contraception. Oth- 
erwise the vote was unanimous. 
The NCC also has asked the U.S. 
government to supply birth-con- 
trol help to countries that ask it. 

Happy is the man whom God 

correcteth . . . despise not thou 

the chastening of the Almighty. 

(Job 5:17) 

Let your conversation be with- 
out covetousness; and be content 
with suc15 things as ye have: for 

He r5ath said, I will never leave 
t/See, nor forsake thee. (Heb,. 13 : 

CORRECTION 

In the February issue the follow- 
ing statement was made on page 
29 (Around the World) : ‘Judge 
Fred Nichols declared that St. 
John’s, Lutheran Church of Ip- 
swich was within its rights in dis- 
missing the Rev. Paul Albrecht, 
who had switched his membership 
from the Wisconsin Synod, to 
which the congregation belongs, 
to the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod.” The statement should 
have read: Cc Judge Fred Nichols 
declared that St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of Bowdle was within its 
rights in dismissing the Rev. Paul 
Albrecht, who .had switched his. 
membership f rum the Wisconsin 
Synod, to which the congregation 
belongs, to The Church of the 
Lutheran Confession.” Our sin- 
cere thanks to a faithful reader 
who has brought this to our at- 
tention! -M.L.N. 
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Luther On 
“If we desire to be true 

tians, it is necessary for us 

The 
Chris- 
firmly 

to esta.blish in our hearts through 
faith this article, that Christ, who 
bore our sins upon the cross and 
died in payment for them, arose 
again from the dead for our justi- 
fication. The more firmly we be- 
lieve this, the mo,re will our hearts 
rejoice and be comforted. For it 
is impossible not to be glad when 
we see Christ alive, a pure and 
beautiful being, who before, on 
account of our sins, was wretched 
and pitiable in death and in the 
grave. We are now convinced 
that our transgressions are remov- 
ed and forever put away.” 

CCLet us therefore earnestly view 
and study this joyful, lovely, and 
blessed Easter scene. It is a picture 
without sin and death. If sin 
troubles us, if our conscience ac- 
cuses us of evil deeds and faith- 
1 essness, let us remember: Jesus 
Christ has taken upon Himself 
and borne our iniquities; and by 
His resurrection on this glorious 
Easter festival, sin and punishment 
threaten us no more. TVe can say 
to sin, death and t,he devil: Get 
you gone, molest us not!” 

“May we learn utterly to disre- 
gard our own holiness and to keep 
before our eyes only this Easter 
scene, Christ arisen from the dead, 
the Conqueror over death, sin and 
hell. If we thus look to Christ 
alone and not to ourselves, it ‘will 

Truth Of Easter 
be well for us.” 

“Let us make good use of the 
resurrection of Christ, coming un- 
to Him as to our Brother, in whom 
we have all confidence, fully be- 
lieving that His life is the guar- 
antee of our salvation and our de- 
fense from all wrath to come. If 
we were firm in this belief, no 
misfortune could disturb us; for 
amid all suffering which may fall 
to our lot, we know that Christ 
liveth and that we shall live with 
Him.” 

“You observe what effects the 
resurrection of Christ should have 
in us, namely, the banishing of 
our fear, the recognition of Christ 
as our Brother, and the joyful ac- 
ceptance of the heritage which He 
has prepared for us. We vught 
also so to conduct ourselves that 
we may not, as undutiful children, 
lose this inheritance through our 
disobedience. In this manner will 
we rightly enjoy the glorious re- 
sults of the resurrection and prop- 
erly celebrate Easter. May God 
grant us His Holy Spirit, through 
Christ Jesus, that our hearts may 
be cheered by this resurrection, 
that our faith and confidence and 
hope therein may increase from 
day to day, and that through it 
we may finally be saved. Amen.” 

From Sermo~~s on the Gospels, 
Vol. II 

by Dr. Martin Luther 
Selected by O.W.S. 
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iNSTEAD OF ME! 

How sweet is the Gospel! It comes from above 

To speak of the wonders of heavenly love. 

Deserving of wrath, here mercy I see; 

For Jesus was. punished - instead of me. 

He saw my distresses, and my soul to win 

He said He would take on Himself my sin; 

And He stepped from His glory that He might be 

Accused and punished - instead of me. 

0 Savior, all words are too weak to show 

How much to Thy marvelous love I owe; 

But my full heart sends up its thanks to Thee, 

Who once wast punished - instead of me. 

And to Thee I would yield a life elf praise, 

Speak well of Thy name and walk in Thy ways, 

Whilst I long with desire Thy face to see, 

Who vnce wast punished - instead of me. 



Bible Study Outlines 

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 
I In the Fifth Commandment G.od protects our most precious earth- 

ly possession - our life. 

A. Biblical examples of those who took away this precious posses- 
sion from others. Gen. 4:s; 34:25, 26; Matt. 2:16; 14:10, 11; 
Luke 23:18. 

B. Look at the situation today! (There were 8,182 murders in 
our country in 19 58) 

II Murder (the unjustifiable act of taking another’s life) takes place - 

A. 

B. 

c. 

When a person takes the life of another with his own band. 
Gen. 4:8. 

1. Sometimes this is premeditated. 
2. It may also occur during a fit of anger. 

When a person takes the life of another through others. 2 Sam. 
11:15; 1 Rings 21:7-10; Acts 3:14, 15 compare with Matt. 
27:22. 
When a person takes the life of another fhroug& carelessness. 
‘Ex. 21: 29; Deut. 22:8. 

D. When a, person takes his owlz life (suicide). 1 Sam. 3 1:4; 2 
Sam. 17:23; Matt. 275. 

E. What about reckless drivers? More Americans (1,149,414) 
died in autumobile accidents than in all U.S. wars (1,130,393) 

III The Fifth Commandment not only forbids the obvious act of mur- 
der, but it also forbids eu~rything directed against the physical life 
and well-being of the neighbor. 

A. I-Iurt,or harm the neighbor in his body. Matt.’ 26: 51. 
1. 

2. 

What about professional boxing? Since World War II, 
some 165 boxers have died of injuries suffered in the ring. 
Neglecting to help and befriend our neighbor in every 
need is certainly harming the neighbor. Luke 10 : 3 1, 32 ; 
16:19-21. 

B. Shorten or embitter our neighbor’s life. Gen. 37:2 3-3 5. 
C. Why is excessive drinking and eating also a sin? 

D. What about “mercy deaths”? 
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IV The Fifth Commandment is also transgressed 

A. countenance. Gen. 4: 5; 3 1:2. 
B. word. Jer. 18: 18. 

C. heart. 

in - 

1. wrath. James l:lY, 20; M.att. k21, 22; Eph. 4:26. 
2. hatred. Gen. 27:41; 1 John 3:15; 4:20. 
3. revenge. Rom. 12:lY; 1 Pet. 2:23. 
4. irreconcilableness. Matt. 5 :22-26. 

V That which is NOT forbidden in this Commandment. 
A. The government is permitted to take a person’s life. 

1, As a punishment for crime. Matt. 26:52; Rom. 13:4; 1 
Pet. 2:14; Gen. 9;6. 

2. In a just war. Rom. 13 :4. 
a. Who is to decide if a war is just? 
b. What must Christians do, if it is perfectly ob,vious 

that a war were an unrighfeous one? Acts 5 :2Y. 
B. Self-defense. Gen. 14:14; Exodus 22:2. 

1. We dare not take matters into our own hand when the 
proper authorities can readily be notified. 

2. Our only motive must always be to protect life and not 
to take it. 

C. Parents punishing their children. Prov. 13 :24; 29: 15. 
D. The killing of animals. Although the senseless destruction of 

animals is surely not in accord with the Lord’s’ Will, never- 
theless, He has given us the animals for food and made us to 
have dominion over them. Gen. 1:28; 9 :2, 3. 

E. A righteous anger and wrath against sin. Ps. 26: 5; 119: 113; 
John 2:13ff. 

VI The Fifth Commandment obligates us to be vitally concerned about 
our neighbor’s life and health. This means that - 

A. We are to forgive him. Gen. 45:1-16; Matt. 6:15; Eph: 4:32. 
B. We are cheerfully and willingly to help him in every bodily 

need. Luke 10:33-35; James 2:15, 16; Rom. 12:20; Matt. 
25:34-40. 

C. We are to be considerate, kind, and sympathetic. Gal. 6:2 ; 
Rom. 12:lT. 

D. Does this mean that we must give food and drink to every 
tramp? 2 Thess. 3 : 10. -M.L.N 
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