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To furnish
Scriptural

aids for Bible study and articles
devotion
and meditation.

To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia
Lutheran Conference
is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations
which
form
our
Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
that there may be others
denying,
however,
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly
belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine
and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize
the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may then
a God-pleasing
church
proceed
to practice
fellowship
with
them
by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually
acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
joined together
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has u bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various
so-called
“Lutheran” church bodies by comparing
their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the current
happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

“I will lift ub mine eves zcnto the i%lZs!” ,

I

J

Ps. 12 1, 1

By t,he grace of God we have
started another mile of our pilgrimage through. this vale of tears
and have begun a new chapter of
our earthly biography. This is indeed a time for serious and sober
thinking. Children of God face
the new year with prayer, mindful of the seriousnessof the times
in which we live and of the uncertainties which lie ahead for us
all. While many face the future
with feelings of insecurity and
dread its unknown possibilities,
Christians base their hope and assurance on the infallible Word of
God, which offers comforting
promises to all. Psalm 121 is a
sacred hymn well suited to a New
Year’s consideration and contains
rich promises and abundant comfort.

lution could we make than this?
We also ought lift up our eyes
unto the hills first of all in view
of the grentness of our need. In
this new year we shall have to face
many duties, some pleasant and
others disagreeable. Our daily routine will tax our strength and
courage. Th ere will be difficulties, trials, and temptations, Satan,
the world, and our flesh will seek
to lure us away from God and
will urge us to follow the riches,
pleasures, and glory of this evil
world. There will be uncertainties,
including some great. joy and
achievement or some sorrow and
failure. For all our needs of body
and soul it is imperative that we
do what the psalmist did: look up
to the hills from whence cometh
our help!

The writer of this psalm is
thinking of the hills of his homeland while in Babylonian captivity
and yearns to see especially that
hill on which the temple of God
stood and where God blessed His
people wit-h His divine presence.
He longs to visit the place where
God’s honor dwelt and where His
truth was proclaimed. And so he
resolves to lift up his eyes unto
the hills from whence cometh his
help!

Secondly, this is very necessary

What better New Year’s reso-3-

in view of the fact thzt hmmzn
help is mt sufficient for us. In

some of our needs we rightly turn
to relatives and friends for aid and
sympathy. But these do not remain with us forever: some may
die, others may move away, and
still others may become estranged
from us. Human help is limited,
and earthly sympathy is often
temporary. We need more than
man can provide. Hence we must
look up and above to those hills

upholds our souls and preserves us
on the path of righteousness. Yes,
to the very end of our lives He
Thirdly, we should do this i;rz
will attend and sustain us. Thereview of the ussu,red help of God.
fore with David we declare: “This
He who created this world by the
God is our God forever and ever;
word of His power knows all our
He will be our Guide even unto
needs and can do everything for
death!” Ps. 48, 14,
us. No difficulty is so great that
If you make this your New
He could not deliver us; no trial
or sorrow would make it impos- Year’s resolution: to look up to
sible for Him to support and sus- the hills from whence cometh your
tain us. The psalmist says, “He Help, then you will be taking
shall neither slumber nor Jesus along on your journey
through the year 1961. You will
sleep!” Ps. 12 1, 4. His watchful
care is not relaxed for one mom- show th.at you trust in Him, enent. Day and night we are the joy His grace, and delight in His
objects of His guardian love. He service. May the Triune God keep
is our Keeper to defend us every- us sound and blameless unto the
where; He is our Shade to protect coming of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Grant us now a glad new year,
us as we follow in His footsteps.
Amen, Jesus, hear us!
Not only does He guard and keep
-0.w.s.
us as to our bodies, but He also
from whence true help alone can
come.

.

.
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Matthew 2, l-12
“Here the Lord desires to reveal
Himself to the Gentiles also, and
not alone to the Jews, lest these
should say that He had come in
secret and unknown to men. The
Evangelist relates with care how
.
I-’
T
the wise men tirst came to Jerusalem, there to seek Christ. In this
they greatly err; not in the majestic city of Jerusalem, but in
the humble village of Bethlehem
they find the Child.”
1

“If we would come to this Child
and find Him, we must not be
guided by our thoughts or by human reason, but must follow the
Word of God and not turn it in
the least. As soon as we lose sight
of the Word, we go astray. Whoever wanders from the Word, ignoring the testimony of the Scriptures concerning this Child and
judging from external appearances, will certainly be mistaken

and not find Christ.”

“We ought to learn from this
“The wise men furnish us with narrative how to conduct ourselves toward Christ our Lord; to
an excellent example of a living,
powerful faith. Immediately on avoid all offense, to seek Him with
hearing the words of the pro.phet our whole heart, to adore Him as
Micah concerning Christ, they fol- our Savior, and to confess Him
We ought
low them implicitly and put aside before the world.
all other expectations which they cheerfully to give of our money
had entertained. Nor are they of- and of our possessionsto aid in the
fended . . . when directed to the extension and increase of His
manger at Bethlehem. They sim- kingdom.”
ply obey the words of the prophet
“May God in mercy guide us,
Micah, disregarding everything
as He did the wise men of the
else and putting aside all human East, by the star of His holy
reasoning in regard to their Word, to find His Son Jesus
course.”
Christ, and may He keep us in
the true faith forever and ever!
“God immediately gives them Amen.”
new comfort by sending them the
from Sermons On The Gospels,
star to guide them to. the very
by Martin Luther, Vol. 1.
door where the little Child was to
Selected by O.W.S.
be found. And they needed such
comfort! They fall upon their
knees and worship Him, opening
their treasures and giving Him
Cast thy h-den u$on the Lord,
presents.”
“We must remember the exceedingly great blessing bestowed
upon the Gentiles. God calls them
also into the kingdom of Christ
and accepts them as His people.
We who are of Gentile origin
have a sure declaration that we
need not despair, but have Him
as our Savior as well as the Jews.
We should praise God who has,
in Christ, established a kingdom
upon earth into which we also are
called, not on account of our
merits, but through the mercy of
God.”

a.nd He shall sustain thee: He &all
never suffer the rig&eous to be
moved. (Ps. YXX)

Luke IS++,

“I tell yozt, this man went down to his house justified
rather tfban tb,e other: for every flzam that exalteth himself sballL
be abased; and he that hmbleth
hitrnself shall be exalted,”

(Translator’s, note: Since the text
on which this devotion is based
forms the concluding portion of
that text which appeared in the
December issue, the reader may
profitably study the two as a
unit.)

eousness and piety, he went into
the temple where the Mercy Seat
was to be found which typified
the atonement of the Messiah.
Here he sought the help which he
could not find in himself; he
smote upon his breast and sighed:
“God be nzewifal to me u sinner!”

Or, more exactly, as the original
text has it: “God be recomiled to
qmethe sinner!” Casting from him
all other comfort, he made the
Savior’s work of reconciliation his
one and only consolation. What
had been accomplished for the
in themselves that they weye benefit of all sinners, that in parrighteous, and despised others,” ac- ticular he personally applied to
cordingly, in a word, because he himself; that he seized hold of by
was self-righteous. But now why faith, and, behold! - he then
did the publican return to his also, as the Lord specifically says
house justified rather than the in our text, went down to his
other? How did it come about house justified.
What, according to our text,
that just he obtained this highest
and most precious of all poss.es- therefore, is it whereb,y justificasions? He didn’t so much as give tion is obtained according to the
Gospel? It is nothing else than
a thought to the idea of obtaining
justification before God by doing faith and, indeed, faith alone.
something for it, on the basis of
It can, indeed, be nothing else.
which he wanted to boast before What must a person do who is in
God. But rather, just as he was, debt and whose debt someone else
as a poor, lost and condemned has paid, if he is to be released
sinner, burdened and crushed un- from his debt? He must accept
der the load of his great debt, de- the payment that has been made
spairing entirely of his own rightto redeem him. What must an
The Pharisee, accordingly, did
not obtain justification. Why not?
Not for the reason that he was
free of gross sins and led an honorable life in the eyes of the world,
but rather becausehe belonged to
that classof people %v%ch trusted

offender do in order to become
reconciled with the offended one
when the offended one already
has made peace with the offender?
He must acept the reconciliation.
What must the prisoner do in order to enjoy his freedom when
his prison has already been opened
for him.? He must accept the
offered freedom and leave the
opened prison. What must the
accused and convicted criminal do
in order also to enjoy the pardon
when it has already been granted?
He must accept the pardon. But
now the sin-debt of all people has
already been paid by Christ, God
has been reconciled with them, the
prison of God’s anger and of hell
has been opened, the pardon of
all people has been granted, and
through the Gospel it is announced and offered to all people.
What should and what can, therefore’ a person do in order to be
able to enjoy all of this? Nothing,
positively nothing more than that
he must accept this all; and this
is nothing else than believiPtg.
Yes, believing, believing, that
is the only means through which
justification is obtained according
to the Gospel. It is not for the
reason that faith is such a good
work o,r such an excellent disposition of the heart that God for
that reason was urged and compelled to consider the person
righteous. Nor yet is it for the
reason that a person is under obligation to contribute at least
-7-

something, even though just a bit.
But it is rather because a person
can contribute precisely nothing,
really nothing, to his. justification.
There is nothing to be done by
him, because his righteousness has
already been earned by Christ, and
in the Gospel it is offered and
presented and distributed to all
among those who hear ‘its message. For that reason also St. Paul
declares: “Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to every one
that b,elieveth.” “Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified
by faith without the deeds.of the
1aw.” *“But to him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith
is counted for righteousness.”
What? Is that not an inexpressibly sweet, a heavenly sweet teaching for us poor sinners? Is there a
hell deep and painful enough
where such belong who in their
enmity against God proudly and
self-righteously reject this teaching and refuse to become righteous
and saved before God as poor sinners? Oh, that there may be none
among us by whom this teaching
shall be considered foolishness and
an offense ! This teaching is indeed the heavenly sun of the
Christian religion through which
it distinguishes itself from all other
religions as light from darkness.
This teaching is indeed also the
treasure which our Evangelical
Lutheran Church, above all sects
of Chris,tianity, has kept pure and

to which it holds fast. Let us then,
too, hold fast to this teaching. If
we do that, then we constantly
have the right ladder to heaven;
then in the darkness of all temptation we have a brightly shining
light from heaven; then in the
deep floods of death itself we have
the right heavenly anchor w’hich
will not allow us to sink. And
when our ear, eye, and mouth
close in death, then God Himself
will call out to us: “This man
went,” not CCdown,yy
but up, yes,

up “to his hous.ejustified,”
house of heaven.

in the

(Mel.: Wo sol1 ich fliehen hin.)
Therefore alone on Thee,
Lord Christ, I will rest me;
Now I can stay uncorrupt,
Thy kingdom I inherit;
For Thou for me hast won it,
For me with death hast bought
it. Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.

-a

Judge Not, That Ye Be Not Judged
thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue
frameth deceit. Thou sittest and
What then is, the judging which
speakest against thy brother; thou
the Savior forbids? It is not the slanderest thine own mother’s
official judgment which Pertains
son.” (Ps. ~O:lY, 20) It is certo the cdl w/&15 Jesus f m-bids, tainly loveless judging to judge a
bact rather the self-appointed, sel- matter in which both sides have
not been heard, or in uncertain
fish, and personal judgment w&c&
has its roots in tbe pride and ego- things in ignorance of all the
facts. Yet, many will even go so
tism of the heart. All judging
far as to judge the thoughts or the
which is contrary to love is forbidden. It is certainly loveless motives of the heart, when the
judging when the neighbor is un- Scriptures assure us that it is God
justly condemned; the good which dlone who knows the tbozcghts of
he has done is made bad, or the the heart. “I the Lord search the
evil which he has done is exagger- heart,” writes the prophet Jereated. By nature man is inclined miah. (17:9, 10)
to approve only that which he
When the Savior says, Cc
Judge
does himself and criticize others not, that ye be not judged”, He
and their achievements. Well does also thereby forbids us to judge
the Psalmist describe such indionly accorcnng to tne ozctward a$~viduals by saying, “Thou givest Pearance. The Apostle James
(continued from last issue)

1
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1.

1

warns us Christians against this,
saYi% “My brethren, have not
the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory, with respect of
persons. For if there come unto
your assembly a man with a gold
ring, in goodly apparel, and there
come in also a poor man in vile
raiment ; and ye have respect to
him that weareth the gay clothing,
and say unto him, Sit thou here
in a good place; and say to the
poor, Stand thou there, or sit here
under my footstool: are ye not
then partial in yourselves., and are
become judges of evil thoughts?”
(2 : 1-4) Therefore Jesus warns
us, “Judge not according t.o the
appearance, but judge righteous
judgment.” (John 7:24) Are we
not often guilty of judging according to the outward appearance? Even Samuel, the prophet
of the Lord, was guilty of this.
When he was sent by the Lord to
anoint a successor to Saul whom
the Lord had rejected from being
king because of his disobedience,
Samuel thought that surely Eliab
was the one whom he was to
anoint, “But the Lord said unto
Samuel, Look not on his countenance’ or on the height of his stature: because I have refused him:
for the Lord seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart.” (1 Sam.
16:8)

Nor have we any right to judge
in matters of Christian liberty, in

-9-

those things which God has neither commanded nor forbidden.
The Apostle Paul, for example,
speaks o-f this in his Epistle to the
Romans, “Let not him that eateth
despise him that eateth not; and
kt not him which eatet,h not judge
him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who art thou. that
judgest another man’s servant? to
his own master he standeth or falleth, Yea, he shall be holden up:
for- God is able to make him
stand.” ( 14: 3, 4)
Jesus. forbids, us, to judge our
neighbor without taking into consideration our own fnults. He says,
“And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye,
but considerest not the beam that
is in thine own eye? Or how wilt
thou say to thy brother, Let me
pull out the mote out of thine
eye; and, behold., a beam is in
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite,
first cast out the beam of thine
own eye; and then shalt thou see
clearly to cast out the mote out of
thy brother’s eye.” (Matt. 7: 3-5)
Compare also Rom. 2: 1.
This sin of loveless, uncha.ritable judging is unfortunately altogether too general. Not only in
many so-called church circles, nor
only among men and women gossipers where the unfortunate victim can not defend himself, but
in our social life in general. There
are evil thoughts and evil words
where there should be nothing but
love. There are unkind suspicions

where there is no suspicious act.
But certainly such a state of mind
is not in harmony with Christian
love, and he who persists in this
sin can not stand in the sight of
God, but shall be in danger of
His judgment. Jesus warns, “For
with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” (Matt. 7:2)
Many an ill report about us may
be a just reward for an uncharitable criticism uttered by us, either
in thoughtlessness or in spite!

(Pop. Corn. Vol. I, page 37) On
the other hand, where we refrain
from uncharitable judging there
we have God’s promise that we
shall not be judged! Remember’
instead of fulfilling His righteous
judgment upon US, God sent His
only begotten Son to suffer and
die in our stead so that we might
not be eternally condemned. (John
3 : 17)
The great undeserved
mercy of God and true love to
one another should help us to refrain from uncharitably judging
others!
-M.L.N.

The Place of the Christion Child
In the Church and Home
(Prkzted by resolution of the
Tmth Amuul Cmvmtion
of the
Cmcordia Lutherun Cunf erence)

(continued from last issue)
And these words were written
not to the unbelieving children of
the world, but to those who believed in Christ as their Savior
from sin, death, and hell. Theref ore, ccenter not into the path of
the wicked, and go not in the way
of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by
it, turn from it, and pass away.
For they sleep not, except that
they have done mischief; and their
sleep is taken away, unless they
cause some to fall” (Prov. 4: 1416).

“Be not deceived: evil commu-

nications corrupt good manners”
writes the Apostle Paul (1 Cor.
15 : 33 ) . “My son, if sinners entice
thee, consent thou not” (Prov.
1: 10). The ways of the unbelieving world also seek to invade t,he.
home by means of obscene books
and magazines, objectionable radio
and television programs, sinful
amusements, such as the social
worldly dance. In fact, the various
ways in w&k the devil, together
with the flesh and the world, seeks
to lead the Christia~z away from
his Savior are so very many that
the Christian child caPt mver let

down his gun-d for one minute.
The Lord has some very earnest
warnings for those children who
refuse to heed the Word of God
in this matter and bring shame
upon their parents with their evil
and wicked ways. “The eye that
mocketh at his father and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens
of the valley shall pick it out, and
the young eagles shall eat it”
(Prov. 30: 17). It seldom happens
that such evil and wicked individuals die a natural or timely
death. Absalom, the evil son of
King David, was slain by Joab,
David’s general (2 Sam. 18). The
two wicked sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phineha.s, were slain as the
Lord ,had foretold through the
prophet (1 Sam. 2:12, 34). On
the other hand, however, we know
from the Fourth Commandment
that godly and obedient children
have this blessing, that they will
live long in pleasant quietness
and see their children’s children
to the third and fourth generation.
“Thus experience also teaches,
that where there are honorable,
old families who fare well and
have many children, they owe
their origin to the fact, to be sure,
that some of them were brought
up well and were regardful of
their parents. On the other hand,
it is written of the wicked, Ps.
109, I 3 : ‘Let his posterity be cut
off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted out’.
Therefore. heed well how great a
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thing in God’s sight obedience is,
since He so highly esteems it, is
so highly pleased with it, and rewards it so richly, and besides enforces punishment so rigorously
on those who act contrariwise.”
(Large Catechism, Con. Trig., p.
621).
The high regard which the children are to have for their parents
does not ceasewhen they are older.
“Hearken unto thy father that
begat thee, and despise not thy
mother when she is old” (Prov.
23:22). When the parents are old
and no longer able to care for
themselves properly, then is the
time for the children to take care
of them. Christian children will
try to repay, at least in part, the
parents for all the care, love and
devotion which they experienced
from their parents. No better example could be given us than that
of the Lord Jesus Himself. While
hanging on the cross He commended the care of His mother,
Mary 9 to His beloved disciple
John. (John 19:26) And in the
Old Testament pious Joseph provided for his aged father, Jacob,
during the famine by giving him
some of the finest land in Egypt.
(Gen. 47) Christian children who
really want to abide by every
Word of the Lord will not cast
off their parents when they are
old but will see to it that the parents are taken care of in a Godpleasing way.
What our Savior says in Mat-

thew 3~16, “Let your light so
shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven,”
also applies to Christian children.
“Even a child is known by his
doings, whether his work be pure,
and whether it be right” (Prov.
20:ll).
The fruits of faith are to
be in evidence also in the case of
the Christian child. For “fait.h
without works is dead” (James 2:
26) writes the Apostle. Where
the Christian child strives with
the aid of God t’he Holy Spirit to
obey his parents cheerfully and
willingly, honors and esteemsthem
as God’s, representatives, lives in
peace and harmony with his brothers and sisters, there we find
that the outsiders will sit up and
take note of such conduct. The
unbelievers are fully aware of the
old adage, ‘<Actions speak louder

Missouri

than words.” The children of the
world closely observe the beh;avior of those who call themselves
Christians. When a person claims
that he is a Christian and then
shows otherwise in his speech and
conduct, then the unbelievers immediately know that he is not sincere in his Christianity, yea, that
such a one is nothing else than a
hypocrite. But when Christian
children strive to follow the Word
of Christ, then the unbelievers can
see t,he effect of the Gospel and
it may encourage them to learn
about that Word which can do
such wondrous things. May our
dear heavenly Father grant all
Christian children a rich measure
of His Holy Spirit, so that they
may bring forth the fruits of their
faith in ever richer abundance and
thus extol the blessed name of
Christ our Savior!
-M.L.N.

Synod Clergymen
With Romanists !

Meet

The historic meeting, called a
theological colloquy, lasted from
Thursday through Saturday.

The following article is pLoted
fro-m the Mimzea~olis Staw. It
makes us sick at heart! Dr. JaroSlav PeliFbz afzd Rev. Bertbold
Vofz Schpzk. aTe Missouri Synod
clergymen.

Its purpose was to further religious understanding between the
two Christian bodies.

“Ten Catholic and Protestant
religious leaders have met at St.
Johns. abbey here in the first American attempt at dialogue discussions on a theological level.

Organized by the American
Benedictine Academy, the ecumenical meeting was sponsored by
the Most Rev. Peter W. Bartholome, bishop of St. Cloud. It close-

ly resembled the interfaith discussions that have been held in Benedictine abbeys in Europe during
recent years.
Before each session, the 10 men
joined in reciting in common the
‘Our Father,’ as given in the Protestant Standard Bible version,
identical to the Catholic version.

during all the discussions was the
Church-Unity candle, which one
Benedictine described as symbolizing that ‘human effort alone will
never by itself achieve the fulfillment of Chris.t’s prayer, That All
May Be One’.

The Benedictines have presented
a similar candle to Pope John who
In attendance were five leaders lights it every Thursday and prays
from each of the two religious for church unity.
groups.
Informal
discussions followed
Protestants participating were
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, professor of
historical
theology,
Federa.ted
School of Divinity, University of
Chicago; Pastor Berthold Von
Schenk of the Lutheran Church of
Our Saviour, New York City; Dr.
Bernard Christensen, president of
Augsburg college, Minneapolis;
Dr. Luther A. Weigle, Yale University, and chairman of the Standard Bible committee, New Haven, Conn., and Dr. Charles Wesley Lowry, president of the Foundation for Religious Action in the
Social Order, Washington, D.C.
During their three days at St.
John’s, the churchmen heard four
papers delivered. The first two
dealt with ‘The IssuesThat Divide
Us’. They were prepared by Dr.
Pelikan and Father Bosler.
The other two papers gave the
opposite aspect ‘The Factors
Tha.t Unite Us’. They were presented by Pastor Von Schenk and
Father Godfrey.
Occupying a prominent place
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the presentation of each of the
four principal papers, but participants agreed they would keep
their exchange of views to themselves.
The four addresses, however,
will be published next year by the
Newman Press of Westminster,
Maryland, which granted a subsidy for this national theological
d’iscussio,n.” (Minneapolis Star)

BACK ISSUES
We have had many requests
for
back issues of our periodical.
These
will be priced as follows:
issues of current

year

______________
20

An additional
five cents
previous year.

for

each

Bible

Study

Outlines

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
I

W.hat is to be underst.ood by the expression ccfather and mother”?
A. All those whom God has placed over us in the home, state,
school, and church.
B. This includes I. parents, grandparents, guardians, (Esther
2. parents-in-law, (1 Sam. 24:11, 16; Ruth
3. s-tep-parents, (Joseph was the step-father
Luke 2:48)
4. pastors, teachers, (2 Kings 13 : 14; 1 Cor.
I Thess. 5:12, 13; Heb. 13:17)
5. public officials in nation, state, etc. (Gen.

II

& Mordecai)
1:ll)

of Jesus,
4: 14, 15;
41:43 ; 4): : 8)

Parents are the representatives of God. They are not to forget
their responsibilities such as their children’s A. physical welfare. 1 Tim. 5 : 8
B. spiritual welfare. Eph. 6:4

III

Children are not to A. despise their parents. This happens when 1. they are ashamed of their parents.
2. they oppose the will of their parents and insist upon
their own way.
3. Apply this to the s,ituation as it exists today. (Compare
2 Tim. 3:2)
B. provoke their parents to anger by 1. disobedience. Gen. 26:34, 35; 27~46
2. any kind of wickedness. Gen. 37: 3 5

IV

God’s punis,hment for such disobedience and wickedness. Prov.
30:17; 1 Sam. 4:ll;

2 Sam. 18:9ff.;

2 Kings 2:24; ]Drov. 2O:ZO

A. What was the punishment in the 0. T. for the gross transgression of this Commandment? Ex. 2 1: 17; Deut. 2 1: 18-21
B. W,hat is to be done with an unmanageable disobedient and
wicked son or daughter in our day?
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V

Children are to A. honor their parents. Ex, 20:12; Deut. 5~16; Eph. 6~2, 3
I. Are wicked parents still to b,ehonored by their children?
2. Whose fault is it very often when children have no respect for their parents?
3. Proper respect for the parents reveals itself in word and
deed. 1 Kings 2:19
B. serve their parents. 1 Tim. 5:4; Ruth 1:16, 17; Gen. 47:ll,
12; John 19:26, 27
I. Wherein does such service consist?
2. Does such service cease when the parents are old and
feeble?
C. obey their parents. Eph. 6:l;

Cal, 3:20; Prov. 23:22; Luke

2:u

I. Children are to do what their parents tell them cheerfully and willingly.
2. Is there a difference between the obedience required of
small children and the obedience of older children who
are no longer entirely dependent upon their parents?
3. What must Christians do if commanded by the parents
or government to do something which is contrary to
God’s Word? Acts 5~29; Matt. IO:37
D. hold their parents in love and esteem. (Isaac deeply felt the
loss of his mother, Sarah, Gen. 24:67)
VI

Included in the Fourth Commandment is the obedience of the A. citizens to their government. Rom. 13 : 1ff.; Matt. 22 :2 1;
1 Tim. 2:2; Titus 3:l; 1 Pet. 2:13, 14
B. congregational members to their pastor. Luke 10: 16; 1 Tim.
~17-19;
Heb. 13:17
C. employees to their employers. Eph. 659;
lff.; Jacob, Gen. 31:38ff.

Eliezer, Gen. 24:

VII The special promise attached. to this Commandment. Eph. 6:2, 3
A. Give some examples from the Bible which show that this
promise was actually fulfilled with those who sought to
keep this Commandment.
B. What about the objection of those who say that those w,ho
seek to obey this Commandment are not always granted a
long life on this earth.
-M.L.N.
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