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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word OS taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
%rief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are .to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they ore 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordio Lutheran Conference is 
not a sect or a false church body but that 
the congregations which form it confess, teach, 
and practice the Word of God in ifs full truth 
and purity and use the Sacraments occordivg 
to Christ’s institution. All who do this are the 
true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly shore our Scrip- 
tural position in doctrine and practice, and to 
urge the mutual public acknowledgment of 
such God-given unity. Thus we shall be able 
thereafter to practice a God-pleasing chtirch 
fellowship with them. 

To show that we do not hove among us o 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informo- 
tion which has a bearing upon th,e Church 
and to expose modern philosophica,l thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance ond to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the notions OS signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not owore and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or proc- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



The Christmas Story 
(Based on John W-14.) 

1. The E&v-&y Of The Word . 6 . 

“In the beginning was the Word.” 
Before the world itself began, 
Before the heaven’s lofty arch was 

was formed, 
Before the planets and the stars 

were set in space, 
Before the mountains and the seas 

received their place, 
Before the heavenly hosts of God 
were made, 
Before man, before all creatures - 

and 
Before God said: “Let there be 

light”, 
The rrWord” was there! 

2. The Divinity Of The Word . . . 

“And the Word was with God, 

And the Word was God”, the 

Scriptures teach. 
The sublime mystery of the 

Trinity beyond our mental 
reach. 

Only one God-but Persons three 
there are, 

Distinct and separate, each One 
from the Other. 

Each One is God whole and entire 
-yet, God is, One! 

Happy is he who hears and believes 
In humble, trusting, childlike faith 
This teaching of the Lord. 
The ‘Vord” is separate in itself- 

and yet, 
The rrWord” is God! 

3. The hcarnation Of The Word 
“And the Word was made flesh”- 

incarnate- 
Born of the virgin mother, long 

foretold; 
Anxiously awaited by patriarchs 

and prophets- 
By believing men of old. 
He it is who came to crush the 

serpent’s, head. 
He it is who came as Abram’s 

Seed, as God had said. 
A Prophet, like unto Moses; 
A Priest forever, after the order 

of Melchizadek; 
A King, from the line of David; 
Jacob’s Star-The Hope of Israel; 
The Lion of Judah - Jesse’s Rod; 
David’s Son and David’s Lord, 
By the heavenly hosts adored. 
Praised by shepherds; Hailed by 

Kings ; 
He it is who came to bring: Life, 

salvation, forgiveness of sins - 
For you, and me, and for all men. 
Come unto Him and your soul 

He’ll refresh, 
Of Him it is said: “And the Word 

was made flesh,!” 

4. The Reception Of The Word . . 

rrHe was in the-world”, 

but the world did not believe 
Him. 

rrHe came to His own”, 
but His own did not receive 

Him. 
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Those who receive Him, believe on 
His name, 

And thus, by such faith, Iife 
eternal obtain. 

These are then called the Children 
of God, 

Born not b.y their own will but by 
the Will of the Lord, 

And alone by His grace, they 
follow His Word . . . 

Yet, in spite of the message which 
calls them to faith, 

There are those who reject 
salvation by grace; 

Who attempt to gain heaven by 

works of their own; 
Who lead a life of deception and 

sin ; 
Wh,o f aIsify. S cripture to .meet 

their own ends; 
Who follow the way which. their 

own reason tends; 
Who place themselves and their 

wisdom above 
The~‘Oracfes of ‘our God. 
How sad it is, but true, to say 
That all who thus forsake the 

Word 
Reject and deny their Savior and 

Lord. B 

The four weeks preceding the coming of His Son. One of 
Chrismas are known as the AD- these is.found in the book of Zech- 
VENT season. It is a very joyous ariah, chapter 6, verses 12 and 13 : 
season because it is a time of anx- “Behold. the man whose. name is 
ious expectation as we look for- the BRANCH; and he shall grow 
ward to the glorious birthday of up out of his place, and he shall 
our Lord. Already in the Old build the temple of the Lord: even 
Testament, true believers eagerly he shall build the temple of the 
awaited the arrival of the prom- Lord; and he shall bear the glory, 
ised Messiah and based their faith and shall sit and rule upon his 
and hope on all the prophecies throne; and he shall be a priest 
which God gave them concerning upon his throne: and the counsel 
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of peace shall be between them 
both.. ” 

Zechariah is one of the lesser 
.known prophets, but was a faith- 
ful servant of God. His name 
means Cc Jehovah remembers.” He 
began his work in Jerusalem about 
16 years after the Jews returned 
from the Babylonian captivity. 

When the Jews returned to Jer- 
usalem, they were to rebuild the 
temple, but because of the attacks 
of heathen neighbors and the lazi- 
ness and selfishness of the people, 
construction work had come to a 
standstill. By God’s direction it 
became the duty of Zechariah, to- 
gether with the prophet Haggai, 
to rebuke them for their indiffer- 
ence and arouse in them new in- 
terest in this undertaking. 

At the same time the prophet 
admonished the people to be obedi- 
ent to the Word of God, spoke of 
troublesome times ahead and of 
battles to be fought, but also told 
of the glory which shall come up- 
on God’s people after much tribu- 
lation. He especially stressed that 
all of God’s promises made to Israel 
would be fulfilled in the coming 
Messiah. He used such sweet and 
tender language that Luther called 
him one of the most ‘.‘comforting 
of all prophets.” 

In his description of the prom- 
ised Savior Zechariah uses the name 
BRANCH, even as in a previous 
chapter (3,s) : “1 will bring forth 
my servant the BRANCH!” The 
picture is that of the house of Dav- 

id as a mighty tree overshadowing 
the land of Israel, but in the course 
of time it would lose its glory, the 
tree would rot, .and only a stump 
would remain. Yet out of this 
dead stump a fresh shoot, or 
BRANCH, would come, beauti- 
ful, but s.imple, and that was the 
Christchild, the Babe of Bethle- 
h em. 

Zechariah describes His activity: 
‘tHe shall build the temple of the 
Lord.” v. 12. Here is a reference to 
that temple of which the building 
in Jerusalem was a type, of which 
the prophet Haggai said, “The 
glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former!” 
(chap. 2 :Y) It is the Temple not 
made of wood or stone; it is the 
Cburcb of the New Testament. 
This the Messiah shall build; He 
shall have the glory; He shall sit 
and rule in it as the majestic King 
of kings. Both as king and priest 
He will carry out His counsel of 
peace, namely, His plan, of salva- 
tion for a sinful world. 

Thanks be to God, what the 
prophets foretold came to pass. 
The BRANCH, Jesus Christ, did 
spring forth out of David’s fam- 
ily, and His life and work are most 
significant and glorious. He suf- 
fered, died, and rose for all man- 
kind; He built His temple, the 
Church, and through the Word 
has made us members of it. For 
this our God be praised! 

How we ought to rejoice over 
the fulfillment of this prophecy in 
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the Christchild; May God deepen hem, let us look forward to that 
our faith in Him whose birth we great Day when we shall celebrate 
again commemorate! As we sing an eternal Christmas in. heaven! 
our praises to the Babe of Bethle- --o.w;s. 

In the fourth chapter of Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians the apostle 
sounds the keynote for this season 
when he writes, “Rejoice in the 
Lord alway!” Phil. 4:4. Our 
Christmas joy rests in Him who is 
God’s greatest Gift of love to the 
world. Are we ready for the obser- 
vance of Christ’s birth? We will 
be if we give heeed to the Christ- 
mas suggestions which God offers 
us. through the mouth of Paul. 

The first of these is: Celebrate 
Christmas with true rejoicing! In 
Philippians 4 the apostle encour- 
ages the Christians to be filled 
with a joy that centers in the Lord. 
The message that brought them to 
faith is one of JOY. It is called the 
Gospel, the good news, the good 
tidings of great joy, and the work 
of the Church is to bring that joy 

into the hearts of comfortless sin- 
ners. 

There are many joys in the 
Christian life, but the greatest is 
this that we rejoice in our faith 
and love for the ChiId of Bethle- 
hem, who came to save us from 
sin, death, and the devil. We re- 
joice that He came to redeem us, 
to earn forgiveness for us, and to 
make peace between God and man. 
We rejoice that He took on human 
form so that we might become 
God’s dear children. 

This joy in the Lord is a lasting 
joy; it is not affected by trial, pain, 
or loss; it rests on that which is 
divine and eternal and cannot fade 
away or become corrupt. Despite 
personal problems and difficulties 
Christmas can be bright and cheer- 
ful if we stand before the manger- 
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bed and rejoice in Him who came 
to save us eternally. 

But God makes another sugges- 
tion: “Let your moderation be 
Rnowpt unto all mez!” Phil. 4: 5. 
Where true Christian joy reigns in 
the heart there all envy and malice 
will vanish, and gentleness and pa- 
tience will flourish. God therefore 
urges us to be meek and kind, pa- 
tient and forgiving lest by hateful 
and unjust actions we cast gloom 
over this season of joy. He who re- 
joices in faith over the birth of 
Jesus, will give evidence thereof 
by love to God and toward all 
men. 

-God’s final suggestion is: “Be 
careful for notf%ng; hut ipz ewery- 
&ng by prayer and sabpplicafion 
with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God!” 
Phil. 4:6. Worry and anxiety in- 
deed rob one of joy and peace. 
Therefore Paul advises that we cast 
our care upon the Lord and tell 
Him all our troubles. As we do so, 
let us not forget to thank him for 
past blessings and to trust in His 
promises for the future! This, too, 
will make for a joyous Christmas 
observance. 

It is possible to follow these sug- 
gestions if the peace of God dwells 
in our hearts, a peace bestowed on 
all who accept Jesus as the only 
Savior of the world. That peace 
will keep us secure in our faith and 
make our lives pleasing to the Lord 
and a blessing to our fellowmen. 

Are you prepared for Christmas? 

Do you find your greatest joy in 
your Lord and Savior? Do you give 
evidence of your faith and joy in 
humility and gentleness toward 
others? Is your heart full of pray- 
er and gratitude? If so, then praise 
your heavenly Father, for you are 
ready to receive the Christchild a- 
new on Christmas Day. May ours 
be a blessed holiday season in Jesus, 
our newborn King! 

-0.w.s. 

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 
Advent tells us, Christ is near; 
Christmas tells us, Christ is here! 

In Epiphany we trace 
All the glory of His grace. 
Those three Sundays before Lent 
Will prepare us to repent, 
That in Lent we may begin 
Earnestly to mourn for sin. 
Holy Week and Easter then 
Tell who died and rose again; 
0 that happy Easter Day! 
“Christ is risen indeed,” we say. 
Yes, and Christ ascended’ too, 
He has prepared a place for you. 
So we give Him special praise 
After those “great Forty Days”. 

Then He sent the Holy Ghost, 
On the Day of Pentecost, 
With us ever to abide; 
Well may we keep Whtsuntide. 
Last of all, we humbly sing 
Glory to our God and bring 
Glory to the One in Three, 
On the Feast of Trinity. 

-Adapted 
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Erasmus and Luther 
Desiderius Erasmus was a Dutch 

humanist (B orn at Rotterdam, 
Holland, 1466; died at Base& 
Switzerland, 15 36). He was an 
extremely gifted and learned man. 
His remarkable command of the 
Greek language well suited him in 
the monumental task of preparing 
a new translation of the’New Test- 
ament, based on a careful study of 
all the Greek texts available. Eras- 
mus taught at Cambridge Univer- 
sity in England for 4 years and was 
generally acknowledged in Europe 
as a man of unsurpassed learning. 

When the Reformation began 
Erasmus was in sympathy with 
many of Luther’s writings, especi- 
ally those writings which criticized 
the outward corruption of the Ro- 
man Church. Erasmus, however, 
was a vacillating and shallow in- 
dividual who could never stand 
severe .opposition, especially if it 
involved personal humiliation and 
suffering. While he also opposed 
the ignorance of the clergy and 
their low morals, he did not openly 
repudiate the many false doctrines 
which had crept into the Church, 
nor did he insist that the Holy 
Scriptures were to be the ONLY 
authority in the Church. He want- 
ed a reformation of the Church, 
but he lacked the firm faith in the 
Word of’ God to carry out the 
change. Besides, Erasmus did not 
look upon Jesus so much as Savior 
and Redeemer, but more as a mo- 
del of virture. He hoped to reform 

the Church by means of the sci- 
ences and education. 

Dr. Luther had great respect for 
Erasmus’ great learning, but looked 
upon him as a “fence-straddler”. 
Luther’s appraisal of Erasmus was 
indeed correct. In 1524, however, 
Erasmus showed that he was really 
on the Pope’s side by publishing a 
little book called Discussion, or 
Collation, Concerning Free- Wil1. 
In this book Erasmus, in principIe, 
defends the Roman Catholic teach- 
ing that man’s will was merely 
weakened after the Fall into Sin, 
In 152 5 Luther’s answer appeared 
-The Bondage of the Will. In a 
masterful manner Luther showed 
from the Word of God that since 
the Fall of Man, man does NOT 
possess a free-will in spiritual mat- 
ters; that man’s natural condition 
is one of total inability to merit 
anything other than wrath. and 
damnation (Cp. 1 Cor.2:14; Eph.- 
2 : 13 ) ; that salvation, faith, etc., 
are FREE gifts of God who alone 
is the Author and Finisher of our 
faith (Cp. Rom.3:22-24,28; Eph. 
2:&Y). 

Luther possessed the keen ability 
not only to comprehend the 
shrewd argumentation of Erasmus, 
but also to expose and refute such 
arguments in the clear light of the 
Holy Scriptures. We shall let 
merely one such striking example 
suffice. In his Review of Erasmus’ 
Preface, Luther ,characterizes Eras- 
mus’ theology, saying, “I will set 
your theology before your eyes by 
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a few analogies. Suppose a would- 
be poet or speech-maker never 
thought to ask what ability he had, 
what he could and could ,not do, 
and wh.at the subject; he wastackl- 
ing demanded of him-never con- 
sidered Horace’s adage about 
“iWhat the shoulders can sustain, 
and what they will not bear’rbut 
went straight to work, thinking: 
‘I must strive to get it done; it. is 
idkr and su~erflzmus to ask wheth: 
er I have enough learning and elo- 
quence and ability’-what would 
you think of him? And if someone 
who wanted a rich crop from his 
land was not idle enough to per- 
form the su~evfluous task of in- 
vestigating the nature’ of the soil 
(as Virgil in the Georgics so idZ> 
and pointlessly advises.), but rush- 
ed precipitately into action, think- 
ing of nothing but the work, and 
ploughed the seashore and cast his 
seed wherever there was room, 
whether in the sand or in the mud 
-what would you think ‘of him? 

And what if a man who:purposed 
war, and wanted a glorious vie- 
tory, or carried responsibility for 
some other piece of public service, 
was not so idle as to reflect uptin 
what was in his power, whether the 
treasury could finance him, whe- 
ther the soldiers were fit, whether 
there was opportunity for action; 
but disregarded the historian’s ad& 
vice (Before acting, deliberate, 
.and when you have deliberated, 
act speedily’), and charged ahead 
with eyes shut- and ears stopped, 

shouting nothing but “War! War!’ 
pressing .-on with the work? Tell 
me, Erasmus, what would you 
think of such. poets, farmers, gen- 
erals and statesmen? I will add a 
text from the Gospel: ‘If anyone, 
in tending to build. a tower, does 
not first sit down and count the 
cost, whether he has sufficient to 
fng$h It,---well,, what is Christ’s 
judgment on th,at man? (cf. Luke 
1428). 

Yn just this way, you prescribe 
for us nothing but things to do, 
and yet you forbid us to examine, 
measure and take knowledge of the 
limits .of our ability, as if this were 
an idle, superfluous and irreligious 
.enquiry. In this, for all that horror 
of imprudence and that ostenta- 
tious sobriety to which your vast 
caution prompts you, we find yo.u 
teaching ‘imprudence at its w,orst. 
The Sophists are f.ools and mad- 
men, in fact, to pursue their idle 
enquiries ; yet they sin less than 
.you, who actually’ instruct men to 
cultivate madness and give them- 
selves ovef, to folly. And your 
madness is greater still, in that you 
assure us that this folly is the love- 
liest Christian piety, gravity, seri- 
ious godliness-and salvation!” 

For some edifying and enlight- 
ening reading, we would urge our 
readers to secure a copy of Luther’s 
work, The Bondqe of the Will. 
An excellent translation by J. I. 
Packer and 0. R. Johnston is a- 
vailable from the Northwestern 
Publishing House. -M.L.N 



Peuce f utheran Church, 
Tinley Purk, Illinois 
Observes Anniversary 

On Sunday, November 12, 
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tin- 
ley Park, Illinois, celebrated its 
tenth anniversary. The event was 
observed both at the regular morn- 
ing service and at a special eve- 
ning service followed by a brief 
hour of visiting, singing, and re- 
f reshment. 

Peace Congregation is, in the 
light of Holy Scripture, the faith- 
ful remnant of the original con- 
gregation founded in 1819. It was 
re-organized in the fall of 19 5 1 
under its present name after a sep- 
aration occasioned by the un-Scrip- 
tural and tyrannical intervention 
of Missouri Synod officials, who 
were seeking to stifle the Pastor’s 
Christian testimony against false 
doctrines and practices which had 
crept into the Synod. Hence the 
present anniversary is the mile- 
stone not of its founding but of its 
re-organization. 

In the morning service the un- 
dersigned preached the sermon 
based on the Prophet Haggai, 
chapter 2, verses 1 to 9, presenting 
as his theme : “Be Strong, all ye 
People, saith the Lord, and Work; 
for I am with you !” He pointed 
out that conditions confronting 
faithful Lutherans today are much 
the same as those which faced 
God’s people of old when they re- 
turned from captivity to Jerusalem 
to re-build the Lord’s temple and 

that for success today in building 
up the true church on the founda- 
tion of Christ and His Word it is 
important for all the people to 
take part faithfully in the church’s 
work, being constantly strength- 
ened and encouraged by the grace 
of Christ Jesus, our Savior. 

The evening sermon was given 
by Mr. Julius Schmitt, theological 
student at our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference Seminary in Milwau- 
kee. He presented from the text in 
John 6 the question of Jesus to His 
disciples : “Will ye also go away?” 
together with the answer of Peter: 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life.” 
This was also a message very fit- 
ting to the times because the’con- 
gregation, while having experienc- 
ed much blessing during the past 
ten years, also in the form of 
growth, has nevertheless witnessed 
with sadness the departure of some 
who, like Alexander, Hymanaeus, 
and Demas of Scripture, proved 
themselves unfaithful in the day 
of trial. 

Besides the local members and 
friends, a large representation from 
our sister congregation, Christ 
Lutheran Church of Milwaukee, 
was also’ present to share in the 
festivities, so that the church was 
filled to capacity. Appropriate 
decorations were provided by the 
young people of our church, and 
the ladies served refreshments after 
the evening service. 

As one of its anniversary pro- 



jects, .our Congregation has decicl- toward the erection of a perman- 
ed, God willing, to take definite ent church building. 
steps forward in the coming year H. David Mensing, Pas,tor 

3 

8 

10 

15 

20 

21 

25 

26 

27 

-28 

3 1 

Aemilie Juliane, author of the 
hymn “The Lord Hath Helped 
Me Hitherto,” died in 1706. 

Martin Rinckart, author of the 
hymn “Now Thank W,e All 
Our God,” died in 1649. 

Paul Eber, student at Witten- 
berg under Luther and Refor- 
mation poet, died in 1569. 

Ignatius of Ant&h, one of the 
Apostolic F a t h e r s, suffered 
martyrdom in the year 107. 

Katherine von Bora, Luther’s 
wife’died in 15 52. 

The day of thee 
mas. 

Christmas Day, 
of our Lord. 

apostle Tho- 

the birthday 

The day of Stephen, first 
Christian martyr. 

The day of John the Apost1.e 
and Evangelist. 
.The day of the Holy Innocents. 
Staupitz, friend of Luther, 
died.in 1524. 
John. Wyclif, early English: re- 
former, died in I3 84. 
New Year’s Eve. 

Breud For Bread 

“For the love of God, ye Christians 
Give, me bread!” thus sang the 

boy, 
And in Eisenach the people 

Listened to his song with joy. 

Touched by his sweet plaintive 
chorals 

They would fill ,his 
Little dreaming what 

Their poor gifts 
command. 

empty hand, 
a harvest 
would soon 

For that boy is Martin Luther 
Singing in the streets for bread, 

Luther, who anon God’s people 
Out of popish bondage led. 

Starving-h e will feed the starving 
With the Bread of Life divine 

Freely stored for dying sinners 
In the Gospel’s sacred shrine. 

Young and old-we still are 
feasting 

On that manna heaven-sent, 
Grace and peace and life possessing 

In Christ’s Word and Sacrament. 

Let us lift our happy voices, 
Sing our great Redeemer’s praise; 

‘Thank Him for His servant Luther 
In these glad, rich Gospel days. 

-Young Lutherans’ Magazine 

November, i902. 
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In the Gospel according to St. 
Luke (Luke 9 :61.) our attention 
is centered upon a man who desires 
to follow Jesus, but first he wishes 
to bid his friends farewell and say 
goodby to his former manner of 
life. But what does the Savior say 
to him? We read in verse 62: “And 
Jesus said unto him, No man, hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God” By using an 
axiom, Jesus here illustrates a div- 
ided hart. In the Savior’s illustra- 
tion we see a man leaning on a 
plow with his hands, attempting to 
go in one direction while his eyes 
are looking in the opposite direc- 
tion. Certainly such a person will 
get no plowing accomplished. Like- 
wise also is the person who has a 
divided heart. This man, who 
could not give up his friends when 
he stood in the presence of Jesus 
with his friends absent, could cer- 
tainly far less give up those friends 
when standing in their presence 

. 
with Jesus, absent. His heart was 
divided between Jesus and his 
friends. 

St. Luke does not tell us whether 
or not this man followed Jesus but 
he leaves us ponder the situation 
for ourselves. He causes each one 
of us to put ourself in the place 
of this man and to ask ourself: 
CCAm I willing to forsake those 
friends a n d companions who 
would keep me from following 

Jesus with my whole heart? Do I 
look longingly at those things 
which I might do if I were not a 
follower of Jesus?” We are then 
to remember the words of our 
Savior: “.N o man, having: put his 
hand to the plow and looking back, 
is fit for the Kingdom of God.” 

Yet, it is necessary for us to 
know that, of otirselves, we cannot 
follow Jesus. We cannot, by our 
own reason or strength, even be- 
lieve in Jesus as our Savior or come 
to Him. The Holy Ghost must 
work that faith in our hearts 
through the Gospel and, through 
the Gospel, the Holy Ghost must 
give us the strength and the cour- 
age to sacrifice earthly 
and enjoyments, worldly 
ships and obligations, 
friends and companions, 
follow Jesus alone with 

treasures 
relation- 
worldly 
and to 
all our 

heart. May God, in His abundant 
grace and mercy, grant that each 
and every one of our readers may 
be numbered among the sheep of 
Christ of whom the Savior says: 
“My sheep hear My voice, and I > 
know them, and they follow Me; 
and I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shalf never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of 
My hand.” (John 10:27,28.) -B 

Be perfect, be of good comfort, 
be of one mind, live in peace; and’ 
the God of love and peace shall 
be with you. (2 Cor. 13:ll) 
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For Our Ch~ildren 
The, following little poem was 

,written ia memory of Dr. Martin 
.Luther’s daughter Magdalene who 
died when ..‘she was only thic.teen 
years old, 

Little. Magdale-uie 
-Beneath the Christmas tree she 

sings, 
Dear little Magdalene, 
While x Doctor Martin plays the 

lute, 
Right merrily, I[ ween. 
In sweetest song they loudly praise 
The Christ Child’s bles,sed ,,birth, 
.Both happy in their Savior’slove 
And filled with holy mirth. 
A few more years-then 

.Magdalen-e 
Will ‘.join.the. angel throng 
And sing. before the Christ 

throne 
A happier Christmas song. 

Child’s 

Luther was very fond of Mag- 
dalene. Shortly before her death, 
when she ‘was so sick that there 
.was little hope for her recovery, 

,her loving father prayed this prayer 
at her .bedside: “Lokd, I love her 
very much and would like to keep 
her; but; dear Lord, since it is Thy 
will to take her away, I am glad 
to know that she will be with 
Thee.” Upon the, Iittle stone which 
marked her ‘grave, Luther had 
,these words’ written : 
“Here rest .I, Luther’s daughter, 

Magdalene, 
With all the saints, upon my bed, 

serene. 
Although by nature born in sin 
And lost in death I would have 

b een, 
Henceforth I live and have the 

highest good, 
Eternal life, through Jesus’ preci- 

ous blood;” 
-B 

(With Editorial Comment.) 

For the students of the Laguna spect for everyone’s religion .and 
Salada Elementary School District respect for our own IAmerican be- 
in California, “Jingle Bells” is ac- ‘liefs.” Lucas said the ban is based 
ceptable this Christmas, season, but on fears of the state law which 
“Silent Night” is out. Superin- prohibits. teaching religion in state- 
tendent F. E. Lucas of the eight supported schools. Each school will 
schools ,in the district has ruled #be p.ermitted to decide if it wants 
that no religious Christmas carols an’ hour-lo ng Christmas party, he 
:may be ‘sung this year out of “‘re- .said. “We b,elieve that in forbid- 
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ding the singing of sectarian 
Christmas songs that we are show- 
ing our respect for everyone’s re- 
ligion and respect for our own 
American beliefs. All children are 
made to feeel at ease. We try to 
implant moral and spiritual values 
that are common to our society, 
but we have to stop short when it 
comes to a specific religion or 
faith,” he said. Lucas indicated he 
had legal backing from the San 
Mateo County district attorney’s 
office. Lucas said he conferred 
with local ministers before reach- 
ing his decision. He said they re- 
plied by asking why the “pagan 
aspects” of the Christmas celebra- 
tion, such as Christmas trees, were 
not banned also. There will be no 
Christmas trees in the classrooms, 
either. T&s and similur examples 
reveal the difficulties and problems 
which constantly arise because ,tbe 
Scriptural (a 1 s 0 Constitutional) 
prhzci$le of separation of Church 
and State is trampled under-foot 
by those w/b erroniously believe 
that the State is to be ruled by the 
Church. 

The editor of TlCse Luthran, 
news magazine of the ULCA, has 
proposed “that we begin immedi- 
ately the great American TV 
strike.” CCTurn the thing off and 
leave it off until the networks can 
come up with a new plan,” he urg- 
ed in the Nov. 8th issue of the 
magazine. “Th e only way to res- 
cue TV,” he declared, “is to take 

it away from advertisers and give 
it to the authors.” Tbrslt there are 
many evils connected with. TV 
can not justifiably be denied. Some 
people are so addicted to TV that 
their spiritual growth is serio&y 
stunted. There is ncr time for fam- 
ily devotions, reading the Bible, 
etc. Even pastoral visits are some- 
times made difficult since the pas- 
tor must oft632 compete with the 
TV set because no one makes a 
move to turn the set off, let alone 
turn down the volume. Yet, it 
does not necessarily follow that 
TV must be rejected in and of it- 
self. We Christians must be very 
carefut to distinguish between the 
ESSENCE and the USE of a thing. 
To illustrate: Simply because many 
books and magazines are evil does 
not +zean that ALL books a& 
magazines dre an evil. So also with 
TV. Properly used, TV can be of 
benefit to us, (learning d foreign 
language, keeping up on current 
events, etc.) . Whether it be the 
television, radio, or phonograph, 
we are to see and hear only those 
things which befit those who are 
cclooking for that blessed hope, und 
the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2~13). 

Orthodox churches from four 
Iron Curtain countries - Russia, 
Poland, Romania and Bulgaria - 
were among 23 new churches ad- 
mitted into membership in the 
World Council of Churches at its 
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Assembly, held Nov. 18-Dec. 6, at .. 
New Delhi, India. The additions 
brought to 198 the number of 
churches ,affiliated with the coun- 
cil. Of 14’5 votes cast only three 
opposed admission of thee Russian 
Orthodox Church. Four churches 
abstained from voting. Archbishop 
Nikodim, leader of the 16-member 
Russian delegation at New Delhi, 
said the church was “absolutely 
independent” in its internal life 
and that the Soviet constitution 
does not permit the government to 
interfere in church affairs. Com- 
menting on the admission of the 
R.ussian Church into the WCC, 
the Vatican radio in Rome- pre- 
dicted that the Soviet regime 
would use it “to confuse the 
world” and “as a cover for further 
persecution of religion.” The Ro- 
man Catholic Church is not a 
member of the WCC, but sent 
“official observers” to the New 
Delhi meeting. A dozen churches 
opposed the admission of two Pen- 
tecostal churches in Chile because 
they objected to their proselytizing 
activities in some parts of the 
world. The ‘WCC represents a ver- 
itable hedge-podge of dtiergent 
teachings. God’s Word demands 
that we “all spei&. the same tkhg” 

that we “be perfectly. jbed 
io’gkei iti the same mhd gf2d. ifz 
the sam,e judg flzent” ( 1 Cor. 1: 10 ) . . 
Only then can there be joint woV;- 
ship and working together which 
is acceptable unto the Lord!’ @#I. 
Acts 4:32-33). 

On Oct. 1 yth the Charlie Min- 
gus Quintet played a jazz concert 
aE.t the ULCA’s (United Lutheran 
Church in America) Church of 
the Advent, Broadway and Y3rd 
St., New York City. The pastor 
of the church explained that the 
concert was a “worship service.” 
There were readings from the 
Scriptures, prayers, and a sermon. 
For two hours the church rang 
with sounds of saxophone, drum, 
bass, trombone, and piano, occas- 
sionally being interspersed with 
shouts of “Hit it! Take it! Go 
now. Uh-huh!” Some time ago an 
article in the Ladies Home Journal 
spoke of jazz as %5ose moan.ing 
saxophones and the rest of the 
instruke?i ts ._ witk their-- broken, 
jerky rhythm make a purely sen- 
suaj appeal. They call out the low 
and rowdy instinct . . . the abom- 
inable jazz orchestra wh5 its voo- 
doo-born minors and its direct ap- 
Peal to the sensory cen~texJ’ We 
baue read where some Episcopal 
Chrches have incorporated jazz 
into their chrcbes, b2bt this is the 
first time we have heard of it tak- 
ilzg -place in u -“Lutheran Chur&.” 
But then some so-called Lutheran 
Chzrct!&s have strayed so fm from 
.God% Wbrd; .~2e can expect most 
a2z ything. Jazz in ‘the Church)? The 
mere tlbowght is :. most, nauseating! 

-M.L.N. 

“Where the ,Church of Christ is 
found, the cross will not be found 
wanting;” -Luther 
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0 Holy Child of ,Bethkhem, 

Descend to us, we ‘pray;. 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 

Be born in us today, 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell: 

Oh, come ‘to us; abide with, usi 

Our Lord ‘Immanuel! 
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